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Among  all  the  expeditions  undertaken  hy  mgierii 
adventurers^  either  for  fhe  leafffftfiife  of  hmmk^t 
the  pronrnMen  0f  mmmmm^  m  ifm  ^mtfftm^^  ^ 
priva$$  imi&d%  none  mm  mf^eB  mme  0mtmi  tii- 
teresf  ikm:  tk^  #  Mr.  jBnm.  Urged  by  m  irre- 
sistible impulse^  hy  a  laudc^ti^smbition  to  accomplish 
a  design  which  had  for  ages  baffled  the  efforts  of 
mankind^  he  pursued  with  unshaken  perseverance  the 
end  which  he  had  proposed ;  and  his  success  was  equal 
to  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  Though  the  dis- 
mnery  of  the  smrm  of  the  farfameM:  JFflt  fmA  mer 
hm  m  fimmirite  ol^mit  m0k  mm  S^^gi^^^M^  for 
seienmf  t&k^s^  and  mte^rimf  pet  the  fimMlm^ 
which  give  birth  to  its  fertilizing  current^  were  des- 
tined to  remain  enveloped  in  profound  obscurity ^  till 
the  daring  genius  of  Bruce  explored  and  laid  them 
open  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  In  the  prosecution  of 
this  darling  scheme  ^  which  occupied  a  period  of  several 
years f  he  ]^0di$  struggle        #  Wriety  of  difficuMm 

udmen$meSf  md  0^^ed  m  4]l00'^^iiy^^ 
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habits^  and  eii^i^i  these  subjects,  hhi^^M»^  thB 
Useful  information  which  his^f^rkcom^eys^  aMermM$ 
excite  sympathy  and  horror,  astonishment,  indigna- 
tion, and  delight ;  and  diffuse  throughout  his  narrative 
a  charm  which  must  ever  secure  it  deserved  popularity. 

tXm^  prmmf  m&m^ni  ^  ^fmils  fumnhed  % 

the  vmi  empire  0f  Ahfmma^  cannot  fail  to  acquire 
new  value  and  interest  from  the  visit  of  Lord  Valen- 
tid,  and  the  subsequent  mission  of  Mr.  Salt,  for  the 
purpose  of  attempting  to  open  a  friendly  commu- 
nication mth  the  government  of  that  country  ;  cir-^ 
mftt0^nt0$  mMi^k  perhaps  eventuaUy  had  to  a 
imkmm^l  Wi^h  M  large  portion  of  the 

^^mm  imniim&$t  ^  mem  MmfMlfwr  ike 

uacuntnhied  ^Qduc^ofstimeofom  mamfmtmes. 

It  is  the  lot  of  few,  who  by  their  virtues  or  their 
talents  attract  the  notice  of  their  contemporaries,  to 
escape  the  shafts  of  envy,  ignorance,  and  malevolence. 
Of  this  truth,  Mr.  Bruce  afforded  an  additional 
ei^ample*    Emmies  and  detractors  were  ml  ivanting^ 

t&f  ^eii  of  ^a^&im  mer  the  veracity  of  ac-^ 
cmntif  tind  even  succeeded  in  depreciating  him  and . 
his  work,  for  a  time,  in  the  public  estimation.  The 
concurring  testimony  of  subsequent  travellers  proved, 
however,  a  complete  vindication  of  Bruce' s  integrity, 
and  effectually  refuted  the  aspersions  of  ignorance  and 

Mr 
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new  edition  0  km  Travels,  but  its  publication  mm 
delayed^  by  various  causes,  till  the  year  1 805,  when 
it  appeared  in  seven  octavo  volumes,  7vith  all  the  cor- 
rections  and  improvements  made  by  Mr.  Bruce  him- 
self, and  considerable  additions  by  the  editor.  From 
tMs  improved  ediiim      e^i^m^  Mm  mlm4^ 

selected  a  bold  handsome  type,  and  annexed  a  series 
of  graphic  illustrations,  designed  and  engraved  ex- 
pressly for  their  work.  An  authentic  Memoir  of  Mr. 
Bruce  s  Life  is  prefixed,  and  with  these  recommenda- 
tions  they  confidently  claim  for  this  faithful  epitome 
the  miimttQB  hwm^  m  mkme  means 

mtM0B4  ^  ^  pwr0lm$0  of  ihe  v^^lw^^ms  origimt 
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THE  LIFE  OF  JAMES  BRUCE,  Eso. 


The  family  of  the  Bruces  of  Kinnaird  is  of  great  antiquity, 
being  descended  from  a  younger  son  of  the  famous 
Eobeia^  €^0^  hmviBg^^  'iieeii  tft  p^ssiessioia  of  that  estate 

upwards  of  three  centuries,  during  which  it  has  formed 
alliances  with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  houses  in  the 
kingdom* 

Ja«its  B»)t;i6^^  wii!(s^#e  i^^ti^dinary  travels  an  epitome 
is  itt  ifeit  irokmei  was  bctrii  i*l  EinmitiFd  S^tise,  the 
family  mansion,  in  the  county  of  Stilling  in  Scotland,  De- 
cember 14,  1730.  He  was  the  younger  of  the  two  children 
of  David  Bruce,  Esq.  by  his  first  wife,  Marion,  daughter  of 
Jaiffi#sprf!liam,  Esq^,  of  Airth,  d^  oflte  faettttj  df  adw- 
eates^  atid  jiidge  ^f  the  h\%k  eoiwt  ^^d^d^^^ 
This  lady  was  prematurely  consigned  to  the  grave  by  a  lin- 
gering disease  in  1733,  so  that  it  was  not  the  fortune  of  her 
son  to  know  the  tenderness  of  a  mother.  His  father  soQn 
*  afterwatdi  contracted  a  secotitf  ttiarrf age*  by  wfeieh  h^  had^  a 
numerous  issue. 

When  James  had  arrived  at  his  eighth  year,  his  father 
resolved  to  bestow  on  hini  an  education  suitable  for  the  heir- 
appai^0l  Ui%  htW^^W^  tM  this  purposed  sent  Mni  to 
iMW&m,  ente^tsliiif  Mtti  ttee  cs^tfe  of  bit  brotlier4a?*law. 
Counsellor  Hamilton^  jl^or  aboilt  a  year  he  resided  in  the 
house  of  that  gentleman,  and  was  afterwards  placed  in  the 
school  of  ^  Mr.  Graham,  whence  in  174S;he  was  removed 

to 
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to  the  public  seminary  at  Harrow.  Here  he  remained  four 
years,  during  which  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient 
languages,  and  the  acquaintance  of  several  persons  of  abi- 
l;i<|ei|t^it#^^i^1^cU      whose  friendship  he  retg^iOii^  through 

entertained  thoughts  of  the  church,  but  at  length  having 
decided  on  qualifying  himself  as  an  advocate  for  the  Scottish 
bar,  hereturii^  !^iS}%  ft^!^ 

Iti  the  same  y^  Mr*  fil^<jfe  eol^^^  his  4oa  a't  lJ^ 
versity  of  Edinburgh.  What  proficiency  was  made  by  the 
latter  in  the  different  branches  of  legal  knowledge  is  not 
known  ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  felt  the  task 
whidh  be  titd  tirtdertafe^it  itfejtber  agreeably  nm  iii^truirttVef 
In  174y  his  studies  were  interrupted  by  the  delm 
his  health,  which  obliged  him  to  remove  into  the  country; 
and  this,  with  other  circumstances,  determined  him  to  re- 
nounce for  ever  the  pr^fei|$i0ia  of  the  law.  His  ardent 
iJ^a^it^^tj^b       n<;^t^}ong^fterW^ri3[s^^^^^  the  ffati^r- 

ing  prospects  presented  by^  Itt^l^t  but  being  considerably 
above  the  age  at  which  persons  are  enrolled  as  writers  in  the 
service  of  the  East  India  Company,  his  friends  advistcd  him 
-to  petition  the  Director  %^  tb^  libtity  of  settling  as  a  free 

Lontioii  wilb ,a vhw  W pm^QUi^hls  design.  ^ 

Amongst  other  new  acquaintance  to  whom  he  was  intro- 
duced in  the  metropolis  was  the  family  of  Mrs.  Allan,  the 
tminerit  wme^merchant^  for  whose  daughter 
lif^  l&tlijeiS  gdife|l?edatt<attefehi»e^^^  #bicfe  ifedo^d  1^  t^* 
Ibbandon  his  hopes  of  Asiatic  wealth.  His  addresses  were 
favourably  received  ;  in  February,  1754,  he  obtained  the  hand 
of  Miss  Allan,  and  with  it  a  share  of  the  business  belong- 
ing to  the  family  into  whicli  be  was  adlrir!tte4*  Mh^0tMn^ 
.^fei^  b6,ppiness  was  of  very  short  duration.  In  a  few  months 
after  marriage,  Mrs.  Bruce  manifested  evident  symptoms  of 
a  consumption,  which  in  October  of  the  same  year  car- 
ried her  off  aC  Paris,  on  her  way  to  the  south  of  France* 
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This  circumstance  gave  a  new  direction  to  the  views  and 
pursuits  of  Mr.  Bruce.  His' attention  to  business  relaxed  ; 
and  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  languages  with  such 
?|^3l4^ily  as  gave  hto  A  l^al;^^  the  most  difficult 

in  learning  the  languages  of  the  east.  He  also  improved 
himself  in  drawing,  and  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  correct 
taste  in  regard  to  paintings  and  works  of  art  in  general.  In 
lbe«r  lire       ^ie$f  '^^^^'^iM  lf$fj  mhm  hfe 

Visited  Portugal  and  Spain,  with  the  professed  object  of 
being  present  at  the  vintage  of  that  season,  but  in  reality 
to  view  the  state  of  society,  art,  and  science,  in  those  coun- 
irieti^  tia^tding  at  Corunna^  in  Galicia,  he  tli^ncepraeeeded 
#  Feifal,.  Oporto,  itnd  Lmlwti*^  Hairlbg  Bttk^m^  ihltig 
i^ijiarkable  in  Portugal,  Mr.  Bruce  traversed  Sp^^^ 'Visited 
Madrid^  and  4gnt<?wiig  Pranqeby  w^y  pf  Bayonne,  proceeded 

*  4fct  jotiriial  whicfi  M^;&msfeti^t<x^^  S#Veir  ^b^ii  ^mM% 

-^f^Mf  is  filled  with  shrewd  remarks  and  amulS^g  ^teei'ViaLU^^i  i^f  wlli^ktW 
ibflbwidg  passage  maj  serve  as  a  specimen : 

"There  are  many  particular  customs  in  Portu|[aii  all  wfilcfc fliay  W l^tt^ 
bjr  this  rul^^  tha^  whatever  is  done  in  the  rest  of  the  world  m  pm  Way,  is  done 
in  PorlDgal  liy  ihe  tontrary,  even  to  the  rocking  of  the  cradle,  which,  I  believe, 
in  all  the  rest  of  the  world  is  from  side  to  side,  but  in  Portugal  from  head  W 
foot.  I  fancy  it  is  owing  to  this  earl^  contrariety  that  tjieir  brains  wo^Ii:  j»  mUltu 
fe^^al^^  if^,  A  fbfttigoese  bdMrnati^rw^^s  r ows  sfcahdfhg, 

ilkdWi^^i^fme  but  his  back  to  the  stern  of  the  boat,  and  pushes  his  oar  from  him, 
When  he  lands  you,  he  turns  the  stern  of  ihe  boatto  the  shore,  and  not  the  head. 
If  a  man  and  woman  ride  on  the  $a|iie ;  #TiJ4r  ttt#i»w^^ 
with  her  face  t^e  cQi^larar^  >ay  to  Wfe^*lie;!rdo  in  England.    When  you  take 
leave  hi  atiy  ^ersbtt  in  whom  y6ti  h^re  Iben  paying  a  visit,  the  master  of  the 
house  always  goes  out  of  the  room,  down  stairs,  and  out  of  the  house  before  you^ 
to  leave  you,  as  he  says^,  in  possession  of  his  houscj  and  to  show  you  how 
b^  atta  Ail  tftal  &re^i^         devoted  tb  yotj.    They  are  ihdced  very  atten- 
tive t©  the  smallest  punctilio,  knowing  well  one  another's  temper.    The  smallest 
aflfront  is  never  forgiven.    This  is  the  occasion  of.the  many  murders  which  are 
•ciintinually  committed  here.    It  is  indeed  the  ©Bty^ijmiiitt'y  wftere  rtWb^  ^^<| 
«»at  murder  is  tcjler^ted*   Every  family  has  a  son,  a  brother,  or  a  nephew,  who 
is  a  priest  or  friar,    0iese  are  the  instruments.    As  soon  as  the  friar  has  com- 
roitted  the  crt«ni^,.  b0  fliti&  t^rljiff  ep^^^  »»^3ftftfl|^^i%gvi^ 
talked  of." 
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to^Bouideayx.  Leaving  that  city  he  continued  his  jourdey 
through  Perigord,  the  Limosin,  and  part  of  Aisace;  and  on 
quitting  the  French  territory  at  Strasburg  he  followed 
#re^Weof  the  #sft^  J^imflik^l^PbBti,  Citi** 

Iagti0^  ^iial  then  turned  off  to  Brut^eV.  Here  a  circum- 
stance occurred  which  had  nearly  been  attended  with  dis- 
agreeable coiisequences.  On  the  second  day  after  his  ar- 
^tai^fefe^  i«^t6i^^  with  a  pejrsoia  i^rlbo  tjad 

stranger  to  Mr.  Bruce,  but  whose  appearance  had  wolirjei 
him  to  interfere  in  his  defence.  The  aggressor  sent  him 
a  challenge,  which  he  accepted.  They  met,  and  our  traveller 
twio^  waiittiM  MiMtAg^'tiiitjMa^  apprehended, 
mortally.  As  this  event  was  doubtful,  and  couM  not  be  fik&eer* 
tained  on  the  spot,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  quit  Brussels 
with  all  possible  expedition,  and  repaired  to  Rotterdam, 
whm^  hB  intended  to.  embark  for  England ;  but  receiving 
iiiif etfi^^ee  f r0tti  Ms  frientd^in  Bri^batit  ih^t  his  alarm  #as 
Uflfounded,  and  that  his  antagonist  was  ire^G^^ering,  he  re- 
turned to  the  Netherlands.  He  thence  proceeded  wilh 
several  of  his  friends  to  view  the  theatre  of  war  in  the  north 
0f  Bmmmjp  where  hemrrrv^  Jc^t  to  tiaie  it0  #!*tt^  lite 
vietory  ^'ained  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  oir^a? 
the  French,  at  Crevelt.  Returning  to  Rotterdam  he  there 
received  intelligence* of  the  decease  of  his  father  at  Edin- 
burgh, in  May  1758,  aq  whiah  be  ImpaediateJy  salt^  im 

Though  Mr.  B^ruce  by  this  event  succeeded  to  the  paternal 
estate,  he  still  retained  his  share  in  the  wine  business;  nor 
was  it  till  three  years  afterwards  that  the  partnership  was 
dissdlir^,.  Me&m^bfle  Hi  ^iBg^litTy  ffi^|j:i|t6^  b|^.  Mtidie^^ 
With  the  aid  of  works  collected  in  B^|{|tild*  jbi^  Quired  a  ' 
knowledge  of  the  Arabic,  and  the  same  restless  curiosity 
directed  his  attention  to  the  Ethiopic  or  Geez,  a  circuna- 
Sllince  which  perhaps  influenced  his  determination  to  explore 
the  i^arij^  1^^* 

in  iWiM  wkMx^  (mm  the  wiu^  bBsi«««s^^  b#' 
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had  carried  on  for  seven  years  in  company  with  his  brottift^ 
in-law,  Mr.  Allan,  Th€  events  of  the  subsequent  years  of 
his  life^  his  acceplance  of  the  British  consulship  at  Algiers^ 
Ms^if^v^t^ii^^^ii^  .i^^  Asia,  his  accompli^hi^^lr  id£  ttiat 

his  residence  in  Abyssinia  and  r^Uirtt  W  Enfape,  fbnn  the 
subject  of  the  following  sheets. 

Landing  at  Marseilles  on  his  return  from  the  east,  he  first 
spent  sdBdre  tte^ia  Wtmii^f  miii^^  htn  tim€  hud  precea^i 
him,  and  where  his  reception  highly  flattering.  Hit 
health  having  suffered  much  by  the  fatigues  which  he  had 
uadergone  in  his  travels,  he  next  determined  to  visit  Italy, 
mi  repaired  thither  in  July  1772,  After  a  residence  of 
Sfdme  length  lm  jfetjifttd  in  #^lria|^^ 

1774,  to  Paris,  and  in  June  continued  his  journe/  t<5 
land,  which  he  reached  after  an  absence  of  twelve  years. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  was  introduced  at  court,  and  gra* 
daftdj  rejeeiyed  by  his  Majesty,  who  was  pleased  to  honor 

bation,  and  to  accept  the  llrasiriiigf ^df  !Baath^  JBaJfliyra, 
and  the  African  cities. 

It  was  now  expected  that  he  would  lose  no  time  in  giving 
tt  tlig^  W^fM  ^^^r^^^  Ms  ttavels^  iti  which  thepublie 
CuristAty  deeply  interested;  but  various 

circumstances  conspired  to  delay  the  publication.  This  de- 
lay afforded  an  opportunity  to  persons  envious  of  his  fame> 
i^oimt  t^tM^,  merits,  op  #!lfettded  at  ^  little  Atfi^^mcis 
yMfA^is^  |^aift6^^«^ie^l^  ^kmm&^ 
asi4 ptapagate  reports  injurious  to  his  reputation.  The 
circumstances  and  adventures  with  which  he  amused  his 
friends  were  by  many  deemed  incredible  because  they  were 
^jcj^fdinar^ri^t^  qaestimi* 
ing  his  veracity  in  particular  instances,  assetted  that  hi^BM 
never  been  in  Abyssinia ;  and  this  palpable  falsehood  was 
afterward  believed  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Wortley  Mon- 
lagMtil  Baron  de  Tdtt 

B  t  During 


xii       mi:moib3  of  jamms  BRijqE,  esq. 

During  his.  iil]t@iiq^  #om  his  native  country>  Ms 
friends  having  received  no  account  of  him,  naturally  gave 
him  up  for  dead:  but  as  his  decease  could  not  be  proved, 
bis  property  b^^?^^  «fcbafidbfied>  m  it  wei-fe^  trittoialit  att 
x^wmr,  to  tb^e  wliose  original  lille  extended  no  farther 
than  temporary  possession.  This  stale  of  affairs  involved  i 
him  in  a  number  of  law-suits^  which  necessarily  occupied 
mmh  &(  Im  time^  aa4  ^j^ocations  totally  pre- 

Wiit^ jfe* liiEte fe^#ppii^0i^  tc^}rtem;t}^i% 

Resolving  to  settle  on  his  paternal  estalcj  he  rebuilt  his 
house,  to  which  he  added  a  noble  museum,  where  he  de- 
posited the  valuable  stores  of  oriental  learning,  his  large 
Cdlfe^flt0ii  of  imijvi  atitJ  etrioM  lantefe  crbtalirecJ  goring 
his  far-extended  peregVinalion.^  He  also  much  imprdved 
his  landed  property,  inclosing  and  cultivating  the  waste 
grounds.  In  1776  Mr.  Bruce  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Thomas  IjlTijlillis,  of  Fingas,  Esq.  who  died  in  1783,  after  a 
lingeriiig  iti^l^j^lio^  duyixig^  i^bi^  fbtj  wm  Etteoded  with 
the  most  affectionate  assiduity  by  her  husband.  By  this 
lady  Mr.  Bruce  had  three  children ;  Robert,  the  eldest,  died 
when  an  infant,  and  the  other  two  are  the  present  Mr.  Bruce 
i*f  KffliaaiM,  fiind  the  wffe  bf  John  SmMf^e,  Esq. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  domestie  ci^Iamiiy,  it  is  doobtfol 
whether  Mr.  Bruce  would  have  ever  seriously  thought  of 
giving  to  the  public  an  account  of  his  travels,  as  during  a 
period 'fil'  w^^^^  little  progress 

in  tratiscilHilgip^r  ^rrangiiag  his  Jourftafe,  Tbis  task  lie^oir 
vindertooki  partly  in  compliance  with  the  urgent  entlreailes 
of  his  friends,  and  partly  in  order  to  soothe  his  afflictions  ; 
and  in  1790  his  long  expected  work  made  its  appearance  in 
five  qtja.rKJ  if^TMtoesv  IfdtssrMrst^ding  the  iSftiife^  artfully 
circulated  i?fe^|^cting  the  autfeoir's^ Veracity  m  ^$:mm^i  tst 
certain  passages  and  assertions  contained  in  this  work,  its 
character,  like  fine  gold  submitted  to  the  fire,  has  but  ac- 
quired fresh  lustre  by  0ac?h ^succeeding  examination. 

at 
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at  intervals  to  study,  and  amused  himself  with  comparing 
part  of  the  Ethiopic  translation  of  the  Bible  with  the  orU 
ginal  languages.  ThiB  c?oUation  iio^f  icyofe  at  the  request 
^  |if^$otkt  mt  lest  tttiin^^t^f  th^r  lligH  i^nk  in  the  dtqitlt 
thm  iot  their  learning  and  piety.  Conformably  witfe  tlji^ 
advice  of  his  friends,  he  was  preparing  for  the  press  a 
second  edition  of  his  travels  in  octavo,  when  death  suddenly 
prev^Dt^ii  the  e3ceeiitte  of  tfi^t  ipto.  <M  Ifee  ^ih  nf 
lfi9%%aving  had  company  at  his  houfee,  he  was  going 
down  stairs  about  eight  o'clock  ,  in  the  evening,  to  hand  a 
lady  to  her  carriage,  when  his  foot  slipped,  and  he  fell  head- 
long from  about  the  sixth  ^  ^ve»tb  step  f^^  ground. 

wiKs  mmnmW^^  with  m  tamkii  of  c^ntusibti, 

one  of  his  hands  only  being  a  little  hurt.  Such,  however, 
was  the  injury  which  he  had  received,  that  though  medical 
assistance  was  immediately  procured,  he  survived  but  a  few 
h^nUf  and  expired  early  tbt  fte^t  Efterfling.   Ott  t&e  M'  #f 

hX%  mmmm^mm  Atpm\mA     life  i^toreb^ri  ^j^^ 
bert^m  the  tomb  which  he  had  there  erected  to  the  memory 
of  his  second  wife  and  her  child-    Over  the  vault  is  a  beau- 
tiful monumental  structure  of  iron,  cast  at  the  neighbouring 
fouHdery  t^f  Garmn  (la  mxmm  Mr.  Bm^er  hitdf  ar 

share)  aa4  ^d#rned  with  embleraatii^r figures  and  Greek 
inscriptions  :  perhaps  the  most  ingenious  work  of  the  kind 
that  was  ever  executed.  On  the  north  side  is  the  inscription 
lor  Mr^.  ®rii«jti  ii^ct40n-the  epitaph : 

liitWs  toiniti  ^'e  deposited  the  reinites-<>f 

wfe<©^lrfct:M  the  Sftit  of^^pftl,  1794, 
tfe  64th  year  of  his  age. 
flfe^llfe  was  spent  in  performing 
i:t$eful  and  splendid  actions  ;  ^ 
Hi©  explored  many  distant  regions* 
S^^ltscvpvw^d  tlie  fctitntaiiis  of  Nile* 
0^  traversed  the  disserts  df  Kiibia, 

He  was  an  affectionate  husband/ 

An  indulgent  parent, 
An  arflent  lover  of  his  country. 
By  the  unanimous  voice  of  mankind. 
His  name  is  enrolled  with  those^ 
Who  were  conspicuous 
Forgemu$>for  vrfow,  a^d  for  rkiwt* 


'  li  would  perhaps  have  been  impossible  to  have  found  a 
person  better  qualified  by  nature  and  art  for  the  difficult  and 
hazardous  enterprize  which  he  undertook  than  Mr.  Bruce. 
Ilii  ftaiiorft  hk  fmm  isr^U-propor- 

irtdiaed>  and  M«  strength  i50Jfi^^^0ft<l^t  to  tiis  sige.  He  ex- 
celled in  all  corporeal  accomplishments,  being  a  hardy, 
practised,  and  indefatigable  swimmer,  trained  to  fatigue  and 
ex#f*i|i##  af  ^vj^f  ^^^^^^^  ftfid  his  long  resid|p?a  among  the 
abi^fie^  giTien  a  more  tfa^&  i^ttisttyfii^^^  iit  m^^^ 
ing  the  horse.  In  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  also  in  handling 
the  spear  and  lance  on  horseback,  his  dexterity  was  uncom- 
monly great.    In  qualifications  of  a  different  kind  he 

possessed  an  excellent  memory,  and  a  vigorous  and  well  cul- 
tivated understanding.  He  found  but  little  difficulty  in  ac- 
quiring languages,  and  understood  French,  Italian,  Spanish^ 
atld  Portuguese,  the  tvir^^dlB*  •ol.which  he  spoke  ^4  ^^t$ 

well  Ibut  not  critically,  he  knew  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee,  and 
Syriac  ;  and  was  perfect  master  of  the  Arabic,  Ethiopic,  and 
Ainharic.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  had  applied 
ify  iM  sttiHy  ol  astrotiom  Mi  otfe^r  branches  of  mathema'- 
titnl  science.  His  abilities  in  drawing  were  great^  and  his 
taste  in  this  particular  excellent*  He  had  also  gained  slif- 
ficient  knowledge  in  physic  and  surgery  to  recommend  him 
among  the  har^ifOtls  visited^ 

lf  W&  ttri(t|«jr  mM  MU^%h  m^  his  heart  was 

#avm,hi5  affections  were  ardent,  and  hbiQoral  feelings  ex- 
tremely acute.  His  friendships  therefore  were  sincere,  and, 
in  general,  permanent;  but  from  his  constitutional  temper 
somett^es  i nterru  pted  by  su s picion.  From  the  taitte  *iEitsdia 
his  enmities  were  occasionally  ea^pi^atous,  though general 
well-founded.  His  love  of  ancestry,  and  the  pleasure  which 
he  took  in  relating  his  own  exploits^  scarcely  deserve  notice 
as  impeffefetiofls^  th^>J!gR  Ihiejp  were  certainly  pr^mJo^flit 
Ir^M^i^^^  hli  c^fti^ft^r^  Ifilb  ^r^pii^itj^.  h4»»^ 
he  jbitied  *  fiiced  regard  fot^&mm  jm^ti^^^^ 

Hi 


MEMOlllS  OF  JAMES  BRUCE,  ESQ-  XV 


His  religious  principles  were  founded  on  the  basis  of  the 
Scriptures  ;  and  while  he  detested  fanaticism^  his  mind, 

a^o^ftomtd  to  dangeious  mtuatioiiS|  from  wMi^  Fro? ideiicie 
$i0m  muM  itUmr  him^  liad  ^^|fcl?Mtifd  ^  illgbt  and  ami** 
able  tinge  of  superstition,  solitfllt^tf  til  littendant  on  worm 
unaffected  piety,  but  never  arising  in  understandings  like 
his,  from  ordinary  causes.  Upon  the  whole,  a  survey  of 
Mr*  Brute^  t^faaraei^  mi  merflpr  mtiiiM  Ml  to  hnA  tm  tiii 
conclusion,  that  in  pilfi^iml  |it^#iDtSa^)ishments  tit  Wtt  tit* 
passed  by  few  of  his  contemporaries  ;  that  he  was  uncom- 
monly distinguished  for  vigour  of  understandingand  lite- 
rary attainments  ;  and  tbai  iq  active  persevering  intrepidity, 

and  cauntry^ 


TRAVELS 
ABYSSINIA 


CHAPTER  I. 


Mr.  Bruce  submits  lo  the  British  government  the  plan  of  an  expedition 
against  Ferrol — Is  appointed  consul  at  Algiers— Misunderstanding  with 
the  Dey  of  Algiers  respecting  passes— The  author  applies  himself  to 
the  study  of  mediciaeiL  surgerj^,  and  the  modern  Greek  languajge— 
Voyage  to  Sllndrcsi  and  Mom  «ti0%  tfie  Africati  coast-^Borta — 
Tabarca — Tunis— Dugga— Hydra— Welled  Sidi  Boogannim,  a  tribe 
of  Arabs  who  live  on  lions'  flesh— Tipasa—Constantina — Medrashem 
^Remarkable  tribe  inhabiting  the  mountains  of  Jibbel  Aurez — Tez- 
2bute — Elegant  r^maias  of  ^antiquity  at  Spaitla— Muchtar— Sjecpud 
Visit  tQ  Spaitl^ — ttemarkable  spring  at  Feriiana — Airi|>hit1ieatre  at 
Gemme — Caravan  of  pilgrims — ^Tripoli — Bengazi  and  distresses  of  its 
inhabitants — Shipwreck  of  Mr.  Bruce  and  his  narrow  escape — He  re» 
tatw  to  6eiigazi*-^SaiIs^  fot  4^^^  Itliodesij  Ofpro^  Si40n> 

*ttv^^%  Aleppo— Jticrmey  to  Palmyra  and  Baalbee* 


During  Mr.  Bmce  's journey  through  Spain  and 

Portugal,  as  mentioned  in  the  account  of  his  life,  he 
had  spent  a  few  days  at  Ferrol  in  Galicia,  a  consi- 
derable harbour,  where  part  of  the  Spanish  navy  used 
to  be  stationed.  Accident  brought  him  into  the  com- 
pany of  several  persons  in  the  service  of  Spain,  from 
whom  he  procu^d  much  informati^ti  respecting  th© 
town  and  dock-yards,  and  also  a  plan  of  the  port  and 
fortifications.  A  report  was  soon  afterwards  circu- 
lated  thM  tbe  coiirtof  Spain  was  about  to  edmiiiettee 
hosliHties  against  Britain,  which  was  already  engaged 
in  a  contest  with  France.  Mr.  Bruce,  on  considering 
1 .  <3  the 
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ih^  ttteans  of  defence  wliicali  Ferrol  possessed,  wm 
convinced  that  an  attack  upon  it  by  a  British  squadron 
would  be  crowned  with  success;  and  that  in  case  of 
a  war  with  Spain,  that  kingdom  might  be  easily 
invaded  from  this  point.  About  the  end  of  1760,  as 
circumstances  seemed  to  threaten  a  rupture  between 
the  two  countries,  he  communicii^tefd  his  plan  ti)^  feis 
friend  Mr.  Wood,  then  under-secretary  of  state, 
adding'  that  in  case  of  a  war  with  Spain,  if  the  king 
woiaM  entrust  Mm  wilfe  the  eofflfiiaincl  of  tWe  forlorn 
hope  and  a  pair  of  colours,  he  would  undertake  with 
one  boat's  crew  to  plant  them  on  the  beach  at  FerroU 
jltfhe  B^^'^s'^  ministry  had  not  arranged  any  plan 
i&f  ^pfemttons,  the  project  of  Mr.  Bruce,  thoagh  favor* 
ably  received,  was  not  adopted,  and  he  repaired  to 
Scotland,  where  his  private  aflfairs  required  his  pre- 
sence. It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he  was  sent 
for  by  Mr.  Wood,  who  informed  him  that  Mr.  Pitt, 
at  that  time  prime  minister,  designed  to  prepare  an 
expedition  agaw«*  Perrely  knd  wished  to  have  some 
conversation  with  him  on  the  subject.  He  waited  a 
considerable  time  for  the  promised  conference,  when 
J^irtoecl  fantst  Mr.  Wood,  that  some  persona  fead 
offajf^d  fe*  combine  with  his  plan  anotb#iv  wM<jfti  on 
farther  information,  he  deemed  dangerous  and  im- 
practicable. It  was  proposed  to  invade  France,  and 
if  possible  to  take  Bourdeaux  with  the  same  4*Vtt^ 
which  should  afterwards  attack  Ferrol,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  relief  of  Portugal.  Mr.  Bruce,  from  his 
ktio^Iedge  of  theMbdnntry  round  Bourdeatix,  foi*egaw 
that  an  attempt  upon  that  city  would  prove  unsuc- 
cessful; and  in  a  memorial  to  the  minister  he  stated 
ilfs  S6ntfme^^^  Virith  boldness  and  free- 

dom. The  subsequent  retirement  of  Mr.  Pitt  from 
offic§  did  not  put  ap  end  to  Mr.  Bruce's  hopes  of 
ejnployment;  and  hid  several  interviews  with  the 
Earl  of  Eg^rmioni  md  Mr.  Grenville,*  who  formed 
part  of  the  succeeding  administration,  to  concert  an 
expedition  against  FerroK  .  The  execution  of  this 

plan 
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He  accepts  the  post  of  Consul  at  Algl^fS.. 


plan  was  to  be  entrusted  to  Lord  KCbwe 
tmops  destined  for  the  a$$istaRCe  of  Portiigailj  biit 
no  sooner  was  the  ambassador  of  that  country  ap- 
prized of  the  design  to  employ  the  troops  in  this  at- 
tempt, than  ha  obtained  an  audience  of  the  king,  and 
so  forcibly  represented  the  imminent  danger  of  his 
ally,  that  ministers  determined  to  relinquish  the  pro* 
ject.  .r  ' 

Disappointed,  after  a  long  and  expensive  attendance, 
in  his  offer  of  public  service,  Mr.  Bruce  resolved  to 
reMrts  to  his  native  <r<wftt^y,  mi  i^m^Mn  Wfvftle  itt- 
lention  to  his  private  affitirs.  Imd  jKalifex,  Becifetary 
of  state  for  the  southern  departnient,  hearing  of  his , 
intention,  requested  to  see  him  before  he  left  London. 
At  their  interview  this  nobleman  laughed  Ht  Mr. 
Bruce\s  intention  of  retiring  into  the  country  at  his 
time  of  life,  observing  that  the  vi^ay  to  rise  under  the 
sor^reign  who  had1;fienT%<^nify^a^^  tli^tfiMne^ 
was  by  enterprize  and  discovery,  and  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's love  of  the  arts  was  a  sure  and  effectual  intro- 
^inm^^  to  patronage.  He  remarked  that  Africa, 
thongb,  comparatively  speakings  at  our  own  door,  v<ras 
yet  unexplored;  that  Dr.  Shaw  had  mentioned  niag- 
nificent  remains  of  ancient  architecture  existing  in 
the  territories  of  Tunis  and  Algiers,  and  tbatB^otlld 
be  an  undertaking  worthy  of  his  talents  to  make 
drawings  of  these  antiquities  for  the  king's  collec- 
tion- As  ^  fkrtiier  indneenMfit,  M%  lordship  stated 
that  the  post  of  British  agent  and  consul-general  at 
Algiers  was  just  then  va:cant^  and  warmly  advised 
Mir*  Bi^^  e^bfaed  this  opportunity  of  visiting 
Afnca.^  under  the  protection  of  a  public  character ; 
promising  that  he  should  have  permission  to  appoint 
a  vice-consul  for  the  dispatch  of  business  in  his  ab- 
sence, and  that  if  he  made  wide  excursions  and  large 
additions  to  the  king's  collectidY)  he  should  receive 
the  rewards  stipulated  in  the  affair  of  Ferrol,  or  be 
pfonlc^ii^^  J*t  tifce  dipfemtttie  departnient.  To  tlri^ 
pr9pdsal$  Mi\  Biriiqe  was  induised  to  acciBde  j  attd  in 

c2  tba 
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the  emtm  of  §dbseqwent  etfnVdriatfeim  ^Wft  tmd 
Halifax  and  Mr.  Wood,  mention  was  frequently 
made  of  the  sources  of  the  Nile,  and  the  obscurity  in 
%tehthey  hadt  em^^  Wer^itifriikely  to  be, 

litvolved  until  some  undaunted  adventurer  should 
hme  the  perseverance  to  trace  that  river  to  it^  origin. 
It  tms  #]b]iquely  hmte4  that  tfae  accomiplisiinienfe  iil 
att  ehterprisee  of  such  importance  could  not  be 
pected  of  an  ordinary  traveller,  and  still  less  of  one 
'  who  had  no  experience  of  the  difficulties  that  must 
attand  it :  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  intimated  that 
if  any  Briton  should  fulfil  this  desirable  object  he 
might  confidently  look  forward,  under  such  a  monarch 
and  iiidpl^ot!  so  khil^ldbttsio  diseoyery^^^^^ 
to  a  proportionate  reward. 

The  ap|>ointment  to  the  consulship,  pwingto  tem- 
porary cirt^iiMstaode^,  Wttg  mi  oMned  till  mmn 
months  afterwards,  in  March  1762.  Mr.  Bruce  now 
lost  no  time  in  furnishing  himself  with  the  necessary 
Uppamtus  of  instruments,  and  at  the  end  of  June  set 
out  through  France  for  Italy.  Here,  as  it  h^d  b^en 
agreed,  he  waited  for  orders  from  ministers  to  repair 
to  his  post,  and  this  interval  he  employed  in  examin- 
iogf^ttife  iiti»^t  c^^^  works  of  art,  meietk  M  w#!i 

as  modern,  with  which  that  classic  region  then 
abounded.  At  lengthy  in  February  1 763,  he  embark- 
ed at  Leghb™,  th&Moititre^^^  of  war,  whii^h 
carried  him  in  safety  to  the  place  of  his  destination. 

On  his  arrival  at  Algiers  Mr.  Bruce  began  dili- 
gently to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  was 
already  acquainted  with  the  writt#ii  Arabic,  and  now 
applied  to  the  study  of  that  language  as  spoken  in 
Barbary ;  for,  though  the  consul  is  always  supplied 
with  an  interpreter,  Mr.  Bruce  had  i?esolved  to  ^ko 
as  little  use  as  possible  of  his  assistance.  This  object 
he  accomplished  by  assiduous  and  fiequent  conver- 
totion#  With  the  Mtit*s  tft  ifib^ti  a  fm^  residence 
at  Algiers.  Finding  that  the  enterprize  which  was 
the  chief  object  of  his  coming  to  Africa  would  re- 

q^uire 
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MlsundersUnding  with  ibe  ,1}^  t^^^lillg  passes. 

stilf  greater ^riety  of  instmnii^i^te  he 
possessed,  and  the  co-operation  of  sooie  assistants,  he 
wrote  to  I^aly,  particularly  for  a  small  camera  obscura, 
nM  tat  Mi*ie  yi>iiftg^  tn^eb  mtf^iimttted  with  urehft^i^tttre 
and  drawing;  but  one  only,  Luigi  Balugani,  a  native 
of  J'lorence*  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  engage  in  his 
s^rvtte,  0m  i^kill  in  rfra^tif  %m  very  imperfect, 
but  with  Mr,  Bruce's  instruction,  he  SO  fa,r  impmed 
as  ta  be  of  great  use  to  him. 

When  thus  prepared,  his  journey  into  the  interior 
of  AMm  was  for  some  time  retai*ded*hy  a  misunder- 
standing with  the  Dey  and  government  of  Algiers 
respecting  passports.  The  article  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  abd  cbmfittefee  liei#6ert  the  Brtlfsir  aiid  Alg^e- 
rines,  which  defines  the  passport  to  be  carried  by 
English  ships  in  those  seas,  uses  the  words  "  pi'oper 
passes,''  by  which  the  Algerin6k  'W6fe  aedttK^dihed  t^^ 
understand  a^'printed  paper  issued  by  the  Admiralty 
with  a  check  like  a  bank  note.  A  number  of  these 
passports  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  when  they 
took  Minorca,  in  1756,  Attd  were  sold  by  them  to  the  . 
Spaniards,  and  other  enemies  of  the  states  of  Bar- 
bary.  In  consequence  of  this  accident  the  gover- 
tiors  of  Mati^A,  ©tferaltar,  and  ^thei-  British  pdftky 
furnished  vessels  with  certificates,  written  on  square 
pieces  of  common  paper,  sealed  with  the  arms  of  the 
governor,  and  signed  by  him  and  hisiSr^ci^et^jfy.  Th^se 
iO^ificates,  called  passavants^  the  corsairs  could  not 
read  or  distinguish,  as  they  wanted  the  check,  and 
carried  the  vessels  which  bore  them  into  Algiers  as 
good  prizes.  When  Mr.  Bruce  i[^}#iS6ed'tbe  ships,  as 
was  his  duty,  he  was  immediately  summoned  before  the 
Day  and  the  divan.  The  former  asked  him  upon  his 
Wdrd!  a  dhrl^^^^^  an.  Englishnftan  i;rit(^ther  the 
word  passavant  was  to  be  found  in  any  of  our  treaties 
with  the  Barbary  states.  .  As  equivocation  was  useless, 
Mr.  Bruce  admitted  that  thcise  passes  were  not  accord- 
ing to  treaty,  and  stated  the  circumstances  which  had 
occasioned  the  adoption  of  this  inea$nre«   On  this  the 
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Imtati(>n  of  the  ruling  party  at  Algiera  ^gillit^  B^^f^^ 

  '  -  •.-•j-.  '-   >-  -  j, 

Dey,  holding"  sevetiil  passavmt^  lit  hm  himii^repYtt^ 
with  gfreat  emotion  in  these  remarkable  words :  "  The 
^ritjah  government  know  that  we  can  neither  refid 
nor  write,  no,  not  #ren  dttrowii  J^nguage.  We  are 
ignorant  sold ieiS  and  sailors  :  robbery  if  jTfloi  plMse; 
though  we  have  no  wish  to  rob  you  :  war  is  our  trade, 
and  by  that  alone  we  live.  Tell  me  how  my  cruisers 
are  to  kttiirwthat  all  these  different  writings  and  seals 
are  Governor  Mostyn's,  or  Governor  Johnstone's,  and 
not  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia's,  or  Barcelot's, 
m^i^m  the  Xing  t)f  SpakV  ernisersf?'^  It  was 
impossible  to  answer  a  question  so  simple  and  so  di- 
rect; and  orders  were  issued  by  the  Dey  to  seize  and 
confiseat^ i^^Very  ship  bearing  a  wrftteh  passport*  lit* 
Bruce  succeeded  in  warning  the  trade  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean of  thqir  danger;  but  one  ship,  which  happened 
to  come  ioto  the  harbour,  was  immediately  seized 
and  broken  t©  jpkiteB^.  iiitd  her  i<rew  e^d^mttfed  ta 
slaverj'. 

In  the  same  strain  of  violence  the  ruling  party  de- 
tained tbe^l^tltgaon  Id  the  con^^^  whom  Mn  »tti0iBr 
had  sent  off  with  dispatches  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  even  proposed  to  compel  his  secretary 
by  torture  to  dtsdmer  i^eii^  ^he 
of  the  captain  of  an  English  frigate,  to  carry  a  letter 
from  the  Dey  to  the  King  still  farther  exasperated 
the  regency  against  Mr.  Bruce,  to  whom  they  errone- 
ijtisly  ascribed  the  condtttk  df  that  officer,  and  whom 
they  could^scarcely  be  restrained  from  treating  igno- 
miniously.  It  had  been  customary  at  Algiers,  under 
simils^*  iii^umttUtttg^s^  ittak^  lh%  fccmsuls  of  the 
other  European  nations  draw  the  stone-cart,  and  bas- 
tinado their  servants.  From  this  disgrace  Mr.  Bruce 
sai^^ed  by  tbef  lud^^nce  #f  •  the  a  Wahbmfef ,  ikt& 
brother  of  the  Dey,  but  wainJrdered  to  quit  the  coun- 
try in  three  days  under  pain  of  death.  He  was 
about  to  embark  when  the  great  officers  repaired  in 
a  bod^  t&ili^  J)#f  1^  and  represented  the  ruinous  coti*- 
$eipeii#s  ^  a  s^H  with  Englands^  which  nothing 

could 
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He  studies  preparatory  to  his  intended  travels  ^  AjMfijSkf.  ^ 

eoulil  jprevent  if  the  cowsii!  w^re  suffered  to  depart* 
Such  was  the  impression  produced  by  this  remon- 
stance  that  the  Dey  req^uested  Mr.  Bruce  to  remain 
tiff  the  dtffferienfciB^s  ^oid  life^ft^  |tt*dnmihg^  tffat 
in  the  mean  time  he  would  behave  to  him  as  a  father. 

The  independence  of  Mr.  Brqqe's  conduct,  and 
the  abhorreiiee  of  ei^ery  thing  niean  and  unjust  which 
h@  had  invariably  manifested,  had  gained  him  the 
enmity  of  a  party  at  Algfiers,  which  possessed  consider- 
able influence  in  England,  and  which  had  long  been 
engaged'  iii  eonireying  to  persons  in  povver  accoiiiits 
injurious  to  his  character.  These  had  such  an  effect, 
that  in  May  17655  Mr,  Bruce  received  intimation  of 
the  appointtteeht  w  Oii]^^  C^ei^e%ifjdl  €t*^^^^^^ 
to  the  Barbary  States,  and  of  Mr.  Kirke  to  the 
consulship  at  Algiers.  In  the  course  of  his  official 
correspondence  with  Lord  Halifax,  Mr.  Bruce  had 
ventured  to  refiWlid  that  minister  of  his  promise  to 
allow  him  a  few  months'  absence  for  a  journey  into 
th6  interior  of  the  country,  before  he  should  resign 
Ms  office*  N#  m^im^MW&mr^  wafe  tAfeeh  of  hi^  Mil- 
citations,  so  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  ttecessity 
either  of  making  his  excursion  as  a  private  indivj-^ 
dual,  or  of  relinquishing  the  principal  objeef  «>f  hb 
residence  in  Barbary* 

During  the  disagreeable  interval  consumed  in  the 
altercation  with  the  regency  of  Algiers,  Mr.  Bruce 
had  spent  much  time  ill  study,  ^nd  in  the  acquisition 
of  such  knowledge  as  might  be  of  service  in  his  in- 
tended Journey,  From  Mr.  Ball^the  king's  sur|^eon 
at  Algiers;  %6  galrted  #6&ie  fi&wetal  rrWio'ns  In  ir«t^i  - 
cine  and  surgery,  and  made  himself  acquainted  with 
some  of  their  paost  comiaun  operations  ;  being  aw^re 
jt^t  tjht  i^paisfer  0^  a  pfiy^tfclart  ivoiild  i^ecomniend' 
him  lri[#f0^salt'Oltgly  than  any  other  to  the  barbarous 
nations  among  which  he  was  to  travel.  He  had  also 
availed  himself  of  the  lessons  of  a  Greek  priest,  who 
taught  him  tfe0  Jpronunciatltft  and  accentuation  of  the 
Greek  language,    Ha  asserts  th*t  tfie  modern  Greek 
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spoken  and  writtien  irt  ti\e  AttMp^^gij^iB^^m  ndt  in 
purity  from  the  language  of  Xenophon  and  Homer  ; 
and  that  it  is  only  because  English  scholars  know  not 
how  to  prononnce  the  ittie^reitt  Oredfe  that  tliey  eoii^ 
ceive  it  to  be  different  from  the  modern. 

The  Dey  of  Algiers,  though  guided  b^  the  counsels 
of  the  party  hostilfe  Mr.  BHxm  fit  ki^  pttBltc  con- 
duct towards  him,  had  long  admired  the  firmness  and 
integrity  with  which  he  served  his  country,  and  from 
the  time  of  the  remonstrance  already  mentioned  a 
gtfrt  0f  friendly  intercourse  had  subsisted  betweeti 
them.  Finding  himself  neglected  by  his  own  go- 
vernment, Mr.  Bruce  obtained  a  private  audience  of 
fM  D^f  i  foi'  the  piirptts^  of  Salicit?rtg  p#iiif#ftm 
travel  through  the  inland  provinces  of  Algiers;  and 
had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  the  most  cordial  pro- 
tiiisfes  df  frieftd^hip  and  proledtidit  iti  Ttis  jBttme j,  istrtd 
letters  of  recommendation  to  the  gov^rtjori;  of  the 
places  which  he  intended  to  visit.  He  was  also  fur- 
nished with  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  Beys  of 
Tattis  and  Tripoli,  states  over  which  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  had  given  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
considerable  influence.    Thus-  provided  he  set  sail 

can  coast. 

Bona^  the  ancient  Aphrodisium^  stands  on  an  ex- 
tensive plain,  a  part  of  Whi«li  appears  to  teve  lfieitt  tSfttije 
Oirerflowed  by  the  sea.  In  plentiful  years,  the  tra- 
ders of  Bona,  by  (he  pertxiission  of  the  government 
of  Algiers,  export  considerable  quantities  of  wheat. 
From  Bona,  proceeding  along  the  coast,  Mr.  Bruce 
nest  passed  the  small  island  of  Tabarca,  formerly  a 
fortification  belonging  to  the  Genoese,  but  now  in 
baads  of  tlirt  f^em^  <>f  Xanis.*   The  island  W 


*  This  island  Mr.  Bruce  had  proposed  to  Lord  Halifax  to  obtain 
frpiw  the  Bey  of  Tunis  as  a  station  for  the  British  trade  in  the  Medlterra^ 
nean.   Th^  Bey  was  willing  to  cr^nt  it-^  and  a  descriptipj^  of  the  pkqe  wa« 

famous 
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Tabarca,  Tunis. 

fanivous  for  a  coral  fishery.  On  the  opposite  coast 
appear  immense  forests  of  oaks^  which,  if  the  qua- 
lity ctf  ibe  Vt^oei  be  equal  tfte  mize  Arid  t>e^i£ityt)f 
the  tree,  might  supply  timber  for  the  navies  of  all 
the  maritime  powers  in  the  Levant,— From  Tabarca, 
otir  ttavttt^p  mailed  to  Biserta,  the  Hipo-zaritus .  df 
antiquity^  witere  he  went  on  shore,  and,  out  of  respect 
to  the  memory  of  Cato,  paid  a  visit  to  Utica.  Of- 
that  celebrated  c\ty  nothing  but  a  heap  of  rubbish 
rettmin%  bat  the^ti^fitcfafesi^M  tfee  besiegers  itffe 

still  very  perfect.  :      v  ^ 

-  Continuing*  bis  voyage  along  the  coa>jt,  he  next 
(^cniibled  Cape  Carthage,  and  mthore4^iykfte&dm^^ 
now  no  longer  that  almost  impregnable  fortress  which 
it  was  in  the  days  of  the  Ertiperor  Charles  V,^  In  the 
bay^  |jet#^n;  tM  CJape  and  ^oletta,  li^  i^W  ^several 
bulMio^s^  stad  coIaiTBiis,  remains  of  ancient  Carthage, 
under  water.  Tunis,  at  the  distance  of  twelve  mites, 
is  a  large  flourishing  city  ;  in  a  low,  hot,  and  damp 
siftiafion,  indeed^  ifestitate  of  good  watei^^ 
under  a  milder  government,  and  inhabited  bj  llVore 
civilized  people,  than  Algiers. 

Wr.  Btiiiie  having  ddiv^d  %fe leffcet si  t^^ 
of  Tunis,  received  permission  to  traverse  the  country 
in  any  direction.  'One  of  the  Bey's  ladies  furnished 
him  Witk  a  two-wheeled  i^tfMd  ^art,  in  w1iii?h  fa© 
secured  his  quadrant  and  terestlf€>fMi  :  the  French  con- 
sul recommended  to  him  a  renegado  of  that  nation, 
named  Osman  ;  he  hired  ten  spahis,  or  dragoons, 
excellent  horsemen,  ^tid.  cow- 
ards; he  had  besides  ten  servants,  two  of  them  Irish- 
men, deserters  from  Spanish  regiments  in  Oratt : — 

thM  atfctnded>  fee  #  | 

inland  country^  i^toijg  lhenver  M^^^ 
of  a.ntiquity, 

^ijmtr^  ikt  Basfl-lMfch,  a  triam|>hal  ktc^ti  in  d  had 
taste,  he  arrived  next  day  at  Thugga  or  Dugga,  or 
large  scene  of  ruins ;  among  the  rest  were  the  re- 
mains of  one  remarkable  building,  a  large  temple  of 
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^tk|jg^--^yibe  of  Licm^^^ 

Parian  marble,  of  the  Corinthian  order,  the  columns 
flated^  and  the  cornice  bighly^  ornamented  in  the  very 
Ibe^t  styie/jf  tetilptiire  ;  on  the  tyrapanuttt  ^ms  repre- 
sented*^ an  eag^te  bearing*  to  heaven  a  human  figure. 
Front  the  inscciptiqn^,  and  the  circilmst«>nce  of  the 
temple  b«Lvitig  been  erected  by  thJe  MmpePor  Adrian, 
it  wmts^w  mimt  probable  that  the  figures  on  the  tympa- 
num were  intended  to  represent  the  apotheosis  of 
Trajan  his  benefactor  and  predecessor.  Mr.  Bruce 
spent  fifteen  days  in  examining  and  tMkmg  lllf^Of^^ 
of  the  architecture  of  this  temple. 

From  Du^ga  Mr.  Bruce  proceeded  to  KefF,  for- 
ittm^ly  Siee^^^V^  tfami&e  to  Hjfdra,  th» 

Thunodrunum  of  the  ancients,  on  the  frontiers  be- 
tween the  kingdoms  of  Algiers  and  Tunis.  Hydra 
is^  ItihuMl!^  by  a  triber  of  AriafeB,  called  Welled  Side 
Bdc^noimj  ^*  th«  sottsof  the  father  of  flocks,"  who 
are  immensely  rich,  and  pay  no  tribute  to  either  Al* 
giers  or  Tunis.  These  Arabs  form  a  sort  of  religrom 
or  military  ordiir  j-and  their  chief  is  a  saint.  By  their 
institutions  they  are  obliged  to  eat  lion's  flesh  for  their 
daily  food.  To  procure  this  food,  they  need  to  be 
bold  arid  expert  hunters.  The  services  which  they 
perform  to  the  neighbourhood,  by  destroying  the  lions 
with  which  it  is  infested,  and  their  character  for  intre- 
pid cotirage,  have  together  gained  theM  thai  e^ 
tion  from  tribute  which  they  enjoy.  Mr.  Bruce  had 
liimseif  an  opportunity .  of  feastin^g  on  lipaV  fleshj, 
with  the  Welled  Side  Boogannirri/  Of  a  lie  !?ott|lie' 
flesh  was  lean, l^^ttgfa^  Jlittlled  strongly  of  musk,  aitdf 
tasted,  as  he  imagines,  as  the  flesh  of  an  old  horse 
would  taste.  The  flesh  of  a  she  lion  was  fatter,  and 
Sdm^frbat  less  disagreeaWfej  that  of  a  whelp,  six  or 
seven  months  old,  tasted  Worse  than  that  of  either  the 
lioness  or  the  old  lion.^ 

FrdrtI 


*  Dr,  Shaw,  observes  Mr.  Bruce,  had  before  the  publicali')n  of  his 
travels  very  nearly  ruined  their  credit  by  venturing  to  assert  in  con- 
versation that  these  Welled  Side  Boogannim  were  iion-eaters  This 
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From  Hydra  Mr.  Brnce  passed  to  the  ancient  Ti- 
paisia^  an  exten^ve  scene  of  ruins.    Prausjjbts  which 

arch  of  the  Corinthian  order  among  tllo^  ^lM^^ 
now  in  the  king's  collection. 

Crossing'  the  river  Myskianah^  he  proceeded  from 
Tipasa,  through  a  ^atntiful  and  well  4ciiiltivat^d  coun* 
try,  into  the  eastern  province  of  Algiers,  now  called 
Constantina.  Its  capital  Constantina  is  the  ancient 
0ir1^  f  ll  B^ds  on  a  gloomy,  and  tfjgiiieKtdotis^ 
precipice :  part  of  the  ancient  aqueduct  still  remain- 
in^f  now  pours  the  water  with  which  it  once  supplied 
the  city,  frdirt  4ie  tdp  ibrf  a  iritd  ii  eh^im  fetMr 
hundred  feet  below. 

Mr.  Bruce,  after  refreshing  himself  in  the  Bey's 
palace  in  Constantina,  joined  him  in  his  camp,  near 
Seteef,  the  Sitifi  of  antiquity ;  where  he  was  with  an 
army  of  twelve  thousand  men,  and  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  making  war  with  the  Haneishah^  the  most 
powerful 

Leaving  the  Bey,  with  letters  of  recommendation 
from  that  Prince,  hejproceeded  next  to  Ta^goii-zaina, 
aMieiltiy  Diana  ^etir&norum,  as  appeal^  fpdto  an  i^^^ 
scriptionof  a  triumphal  arch  still  remaining  there. 

Medrashem,  the  burjilig  place  of  the  ancient  kings 
of  Numidia,  was  the  tiext  place  that  attracted  his 
notice.  He  made  a  drawing  of  this  superb  pil#  of 
building,  and  then  continued  liis  journey  south-east 
to  Jibbel  Aurez,  the  Mods  Aurasius  of  the  middle 
age,  which  Is  an  asseinhlag*  dTferag'g^  di^^ 

In  this  tract  of  country  our  traveller  was  much  sur- 
prized to  find  a  tribe  with  red  hair  and  blue  eyes,  who^ 
% '  _   ^  

imsf  OxI^i^F  iJbe,  laiiiftrilty  mkeris  i>e  Imd  sMied,  as  a 

traWlkr^  Hteb^e  bnlhe  paft  tifth^^  ddettw^  ttd  tlkOiiiatM  thought  it 
a  subversion  of  the  natural  order  of  things  that  a  mat}  should  eat  a 
lion,  when  it  has  long  been  considered  as  almost  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  lion  to  eat  man.  The  doctor  filnched  under  the  severity  of  this 
criticism ;  he  could  not  deny  that  the  Welled  Side  Boogannim  aetually 
did  eat  lions  as  he  had  repeatedly  stated  ;  but  hie  took  care  to  omit  the 
iSr^umi^tan^e  In  his  narrative  and  onl;  hinted  at  it  in  bis  appendix. 
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IK^Mildci^lEte  Arab  tribe-^Lambesa^ 

though  not  fair  like  the  Eng^lish,  were  a  shade  lighter 
lh?in  th§  inh?ibit^Mts  of  any  couii^ry  to  the  southward 
of  Britain.  They  are  a  savag'e  independent  race; 
and  though  Mr.  Bruce  approached  in  safety,  they  are 
generally  hostile  to  all  around  them.  They  are  called 
Neardie.  They  have  among  the  mountains  huts  of 
mud  and  straw  J  and  may,  perhaps,  be  a  remnant:  l^f 
Vandals,  They  acknowledged  their  ancestors  to  have 
been  Christians,  and  seemed  proud  of  the  circum- 
i^Sttice.  Each  indlvi^tiMl  iMk  trIM  ItiH  ifc  #r^k 
cross  marked  with  antimony  hetween  the  eyes. 

In  this  neighbourhood  is  situated  the  Lambesa  of 
IPtttBffly ,  116 W  edited  TeS50«tm.  ft  extiTHts  ^ensfvfe 
ruins  :  seven  of  the  city-gates  are  still  standing,  and 
lar^e  masses  of  walls  of  square  masonry  without 
Haiiri  iMe^  Mm  fctiifding^  are  of  different  ages.  A 
litfildit^g,  Whiofa  te#i^«d  M  k^m  been  intended  for 
some  military  purpose,  was  supported  by  columns  of 
the  Corinthian  order.  Mr.  Bruce  conjectured  from 
tlie  mt^e  of  its  gates  that  it  was  a  i^tlible  fer#epbMts 
or  a  repository  for  a  large  military  machine.  Upon 
the  key-stone  of  the  arch  of  the  principal  gate  is  a 
h^s^o^i^eMevd^  to^f  tfet  statidi^t^  t)f  a  legioff,  and  tft^k 
it  an  inscription  :  leffio  tertia  Augusta,  which  legion, 
as  we  know  from  history,  was  quartered  at  this  place. 
Ipere  n  uim  u  cimtto  tfeftrfife  oif  a  feng  dispropor- 
iioned  Doric,  of  the  time  of  Aurelian. 

At  Cassareen,  the  ancient  Colonia  Scilitana,  Mr, 
Bfude  suffered  both  from  hunger  and  fear.  The 
country  was  rugged^  barren,  and  thinly  inhabited  : 
the  inhabitants  were  a  rebellious  tribe  of  Moors,  who 
Jiad  renounced  their  allegiance,  and  declared  for  the 
rebel  Haneishah. 

He  could  not  fulfil  his  intention  of  visiting  Feriana, 
the  Thala  of  the  ancients^  because  the  country  was 
in  a  Ui^  of  war,  1Hfe  tfe^r^fbre  journeyed  eastward 
to  Spaitla,  anciently  SufFetuIa,  still  distinguished  by 
many  inscriptions^  and  very  extensive  and  elegant 
«einAti?ls  Hi. ancient  ar^itecture.    He  made  draughts 
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SpaitlUs  Giltna,  Kisser^  &cq^ 

of  vthree  temples  among*  those  remains,  two  of  the 
Corinthian,  and  one  of  the  Composite  order.  The 

veller,  while  studying  the  ruins  of  Spaitla.  It  was, 
he  tells  us  pleasantly,  a  fair  match  between  coward 
and  covvara.  IJe  was  inclosed  Mtli  his  party  by  th^ 
high  walls  that  form  the  square  in  which  the  teitt^fes 
stand.  The  plunderers  durst  not  break  in  upon  them, 
for  fear  of  .their  fire-arms,  and  they  durst  not  run 
away  for  , fear  of  meeting  withniithferi*^  these 
banditti  in  the  plain.  When  our  traveller  and  his 
company  were  almost  starved,  they  were  happily  re- 

.  At  Gilma,  he  observed  a  large  heap  of  rubbish  and 
Stones^^  liut  no  distinct  trace  of  any  building.  Much- 
iar^  ihi  «n€i#^rt^^  Terebferitlrlna^  wi^s  theiMsict 

rejtoaffcabk  p\nte  which  he  visited  ;  it  is  distinguished 
by  two  triumphal  arches,  the  largest  of  which  he  con- 
sidered equal  in  taste,  execution,  and  mass,  to  anj 
thing  now  existing  in  the  w^ddd*^  ^kB  smaller iifr 
mmple  but  very  elegant.  " 

Iwisser,  the  Colonea  Assuras  of  the  ancients,  next 
atti^acted  hh  Mtki^i  A  triumphal  ai^iffr/  ^ith  afi 
scription,  ascertaining  the  ancient  name  of  the  place, 
md  a  small  square  temple  vyith  several  instrurn^i)t$ 
of  tatmfc  upon  it,  at^  Its  m^str^ttiariahfe 
aritiqaiiies.  It  stands  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
overlooking  a  fertile  plain.  At  Musti,  he  observed 
the  fragments  of  a  triumphal  arch  scattered  on  the 
ground,  Proceedip^ #Cfai^  -Mosti  north  east,  he  ar- 
rived again  at  i)agga>  afl3  mm%  down  the  ^ag^a^d* 
to  Tunis, 

Mf^i  Bwi^je  naad^^^  jowhey  throttgh  the  do- 

minions of  Tunis  by  Zowan,  a  high  mountain,  on 
ifvhich  is  ^ap  aqueduct  that  once  conveyed  water  to 
CJ^rthaige.  iti  this  journey  he  again  irisited  Oilma 
and  Spaitla,  and  -spent  five  days  more  among  thcj 
juins  of  the  latter.  The  town  of  Spaitla^  is  not  only^ 
va^luable  for  its  elegartt  renjalft^  of  ai^«i#Brarchitec- 
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tdr%  Wfcfeifltuated  in  the  mmi  bmaliful  spot  in 'Bar* 
bary,  sii?  rounded  with  junij^r  trees,  and  watered  by 
a  pleasant  stream,  which  siitl<s  there  under  ground^ 
and  appears  no  more.  He  next  visited  Feriana,  the 
ancient  Tha'a,  which  was  taken  and  destroyed  by 
Metellus  in  his  pursuit  in  Ju<^urtha.  Here  he  found 
itdtMii^  w6Pt:hy  tff  particular  observatron  but  baths 
of  very  warm  water  without  the  town.  Warm  as 
it  was,  a  nuiuber  of  fishes,  not  unlike  gudgeons,  ap-^ 
peared  lii  it.  It  ti^^w^or prising  thiit  any  fishes  could 
exist  in  water  of  such  a  temperature  :  but  there  were 
Skbout  five  or  six  dozen  in  the  pool,  and  he  lyas  irn 
forined,  that,  in  the  day,  they  went  doWn  to  a  certatiii 
distance  in  the  #W^tn  than  ran  from  it,  but  returtiCid 
at  night  into  the  warm  and  deep  water  6f  the  pool. 

He  next  visited  successively  Gafsa,  Tozer,  Gabs, 
und  Inshilla^  i^iithtiilit  being  detained  at  any  of  these 
places  by  any  very  remarkable  curiosity.  At  El 
Gemme,  north-west  of  the  last,  he  found  a  large  and 
spadi3?aB  •am  phitheHtr©^  TItfe  It^wer  part  of  that  Dtaild- 
ing  appeared  to  have  been  formed  to  be  occasionally 
filled  wMth  water^  hj  means  of  a  sluice  and  aqueduct 
still  etitife.  IH^ot^  ti^ater-games,  t!*e  wStfer  ro^e  op  ih 
the  middle  through  a  large  square  hole,  faced  with 
hewn  stone.  This  was  the  last  ancient  building  which 
our  traveller  visited  in  the  kingdoni  of  Tunis,  and  he 
quitted  it  with  the  conviction  that  there  is  not  in  tlli& 
territories  of  that  State  or  Algiers  one  single  fragment 
of  good  taste  of  which  he  had  not  taken  a  drawing. 

He  returned  to  Tunii^,  tt>ok  Imw  of  th^s^  Bey, 
and  set  out  for  Tripoli,  travelling  by  the  island  of 
Gerba,  the  ancient  island  of  the  Lotophagi :  but  no 
B^sii,  tree,  or  terdure,  except  some  short  grass  which 
borders  the  sandy  desert,  is  to  be  seen  through  all  this 
tract  of  country.  The  Wargumma  nnd  Noile,  twd 
great  tribes  6f  Arabs,  are  masters  of  the  deserts. 

Within  about  four  days'  journey  tif^dpoli,  he  met 
the  Emir  Hadje  conducting  the  caravan  of  pilgrims 
from  Fez  and  Zuz  in  Morocco  across  Africa  to  Mecca. 
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Bengazi  —Petrified  ciiy. 

He  was  a  middle-aged  man,  of  a  stupid  aspect, 
and  uncle  to  the  reigning  Emperor  of  Morocco.  His 
l^ar^van,  a  scurVr,  disd^hleTly,  timtm&i  m*0wd,  mtt^ 
sisting  of  about  3000  men,  with  from  12  to  14,000 
camels^  loaded  with  merchandize  am;l  provisions,  were 
ready  to  flee  ibisfore  MrrBini(ee^s  company  of  ifiiftfeeit 
horsemen,  when  they  first  came  up  with  them  i  but, 
when  they  learned  who  they  were^  their  fears  ceased, 
imd  they  became  as  insolent  as  they  had  before  been 
dastardly. 

At  Tripoli  our  traveller  was  hospitably  received 
by  the  British  consul.  He  thence  sent  his  books?,^ 
drawing!^,  and  Mi|sefrttittoet€r^^  by  atr 

English  servant  to  Smyrna,  and  himself  crossed  the 
Gulf  of  Sidra  to  Bengali.  The  province  of  Bengazi 
was  ft  ^^iieof  eoh^^  The  brother  of  tfe^  JBey  of 
Tripoli,  who  commanded  there,  was  a  weak^.  tinheal- 
thy,  young  man.  Two  tribes  of  Arabs,  who  occupied 
the  territory  on  the  west  of  the  town,  had,  by  his  mis- 
conduct, been  invaft:^ed  in  a  quarrej*  One  had  pre- 
vailed over  the  other,  and  driven  them  out  within  the 
town,  which  was  crowded  with  thousands  of  inhabit- 
ants>  for  wham  th^tfe^emii^hfer  lodgings  nor  pro- 
visions. The  streets  were  every  night  strewed  with 
th^  carcases  of  numbers  who  died  qf  hunger  j  and 
mmy  mm  ^  kme  supported^  life  \Mk^4^^ 
the  very  idei*  of  which  human  nature  shudde^r 

Retiring  as  hastily  as  possible  from  Bengazi,  Mr* 
Bruce  continued  his  journey  by  Arsinoe  and  Barca  to 
Ma*  Setll,  where  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  disproving 
a  story  common  in  Africa,  and  circulated  in  England 
by  a  Tripoline  ambassador.  It  was  asserted,  that 
hem  e^fet^  a  ciiyi  fh^ltthdljwtaiits  of  w^^^  h^l  fe^ii 
all  petrified  by  a  special  judgment  of  heaven.  They 
were  described^  to  the  great  amazement  of  the  credu- 
lous, as  slHt  to  fee  seeh  %c#d  in  iit&  tever^  attitudet 
anil  at  the  different  employments  in  which  they  were 
overtaken  by  divine  vengeance.  The  Arabs  also  In- 
formed Mr.  Bruce  that  he  would  there  find  a  petrified 
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city  ;  but  the  only  cariosity  he  met  with  was  the  jer- 
boa, a  species  of  mice  little  inferior  in  agility  and 

He  advanced  next  to  Ptolemeta,  on  tlie  sea-coast, 
tlje  ancient  Ptolemais  built  by  Ptoleiiiy  PhiladdphM^^ 
iOt"  tfe6' mi^lft^^  of  architectiTre  wlhtfen  it  afc|% 
took  draughts.  Learning  here  that  the  ac||4©effit 
emntry  was  in  the  iiitmost  confusion ;  that  the  cara- 
v?fctt"<»f  Morocco  had  been  plundered  by  a  powerful 
tribe  «>f  Arabs,  who  occupied  the  country  betw^^li. 
Ptolemeta  and  Alexandria;  and  that  Derna,  the  town 
to  which  he  was  next  to  proceed  in  his  intended  route^ 
was  ravaged  at,  once  by  famitt%  pkg ue,  atid  Vfivil 
dissensions,  he  took  a  passage  on  board  a  Greek  ves- 
sel belonging  to  Lampedosa^  which  was  then  about  to 

This  vessel  was  very  ill  accoutred  j       bad  enough 
of  sail,  but  no  ballast.    A  crowd  of  passengers,  flee- 
iitg  fttitti  th€  famine^  Were  takeix  on  board.  The 
commander  was  net.  ae^mt0i!ftii3  t&  thxm^  A 
light,  steady  breeze,  promising  a  short' and  agree- 
able voyage,  soon  became  violent  and  cold.  ^A  storm 
ef  bail  followed;  and  the  gathering  of  tb#  Yldti^ft 
seemed  to  threaten  thunder.    The  captain  was  pre- 
paring, on, Mr.  Bruce's  persuasion,  to  put  into  the 
harbouf  of  MeugMii  wh^  tbe  Vessel  tinexpfetledlf 
struck  on  a  sunken  iock  in  the  entrance  of  that  hltiF* 
bour,  aqd  at  no  great  distance  froQi  the  shore. — 
of  ilS^o  boats  that  werr  tovred  astern,  was  pre- 
sently uulashed  by  Roger  M*Cormack,  Mr.  Bruce's^ 
Irish  servant,  who,  before  be  deserted  into  the  Spa- 
iiish  service  had  been  a  sailor  on  board  the  Monarch. 
Mr;  Bni^e,  with  him  and  his  other  servant,  Wmt 
down  into  the  boat.    A  crowd  followed,  whom  they 
could  not  prevent.    Before  they  had  moved  twice  the 
lei^gtb  of  the  boat  froiii  the  litetp  j  they  were  dr^ttcfeed 
by  a  wave  which  nearly  filled  the  boat.  The  wretches 
who  filled  it  raised  a  howl  of  despair.    Mr.  Bruce 
ittft  t|ri|^p^ji  aoder  wHist-. 

coat 
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coat  and  linen  drawers,:  a  silk  sash  was  wrapped 
round  him  :  in  the  breast-pocket  of  bis  vest  were  a 
pencil,  h  stnall  pocket-li0dk^  And  m  wdtcL 
next  wave  was  to  determine  the  fate  of  those  in  the 
boat.  He  therefore  called  to  his  servants  to  follow 
him,  if  they  could  swim,  and  instantly  let  himself 
down  in  the  face  of  the  wave.  With  all  his  strength 
and  activity  in  swimming,  he  could  nut  withstand  the 
force  of  the  surf.  From  the  ebbing  wave  he  received 
a  violent  blow  on  the  breast,  i^i^bieli  thrfe^iS^ " Mtb  txpoa 
his  back,  and  occasioned  him  to- swallow  a  consider- 
able qqantit^  of  water.  He  dipped  his  head,  wtiila 
tie  itfi^isft  wm^  ptM^d  d¥et^;  If#  v^t^  mw  hfrnihUUSi 
weary,  and  exhausted,  but  almost  on  land.  A  large 
wive  floated  him  upt  But  he  was  again $ti;upk  on  thei 
fittise  and  tireaMr,  ai^d  intoltitiftsiriiy  ti^visit^a  Itiout  by 
the  violence  of  the  ebbing  wave.  As  a  last  effbrt,  he 
tried  to  feel  the  bottom,  and  happily  reached  the 
sand  withhis  feet,  although  the  water  was  still  deeper 
than  his  mouth.  This  success  inspired  him  with  new 
vigour.  He  floated  on  with  the  influx  of  the  wave, 
and  by  sinking  and  touching  the  ground,  withstood 
the  ebbs.  At  last,  finding  his  hands  and  knees  upoa 
the  saijd,  he  fixed  his  fingers  in  it,  crawled  forward 
a  few  paces  when  the  sea  retired;  and  at  length,  having^ 
got  beyond  itiir^ch^  ha itink^lA^^  the  grountfi; 

The  Arabs  in  the  meantime  came  down  to  plqnder 
the  vessel.  The  persons  in  the  boat  had  perished. 
HtkB  boat  was  thrown  atshofe.  The  Arabs  had  seve- 
ral others ;  in  these  they  made  their  way  to  the  ship» 
to  plander  the  wrecks  and  brought  the  people  safe  to 
laud*  A  blow  on  the  tieck,  with  the  butt  end  of  a 
Um^^  ^al  mhii  first  awakened  Mr.  Bruce  from  l^ft 
Si^II^Ibss  state  in  which  he  lay,  after  escaping  the 
violence  of  the  waves.  The  Arabs  believing  him 
from  his  dress  to  be  a  Turk,  after  b$al^%,  kickillg, 
and  cursing  him,  stripped  him  of  the  scanty  clothing 
^et  upon  him  ;  and  after  treating  the  rest  in  the  sam« 
m&a^M  ^^t  t&^  tkmt  boat$i  lo  seek  th^  b^dm^f 
ihd»e  wko  had  been  drowned^ 
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■  His  treatment  by  tlie  Arabs. 

lit  tWjrpita0ttr^ndition,  our  traveller  cf^ivl^  up 
among*  some  white  sandy  hillocks,  and  there  concealed 
himself  as  much  as  possible.  Naked  as  he  was^  he 
durst  not  approach  the  tents  Mtm6n  W#te^ 

for  fear  of  meeting  with  still  severer  treatinent.  His 
confusion  had  hitherto  hindered  him  from  recollecting' 
that  he  e&ltM  s|ieak  to  them  in  their  dvrii  knguage. 
It  now  occurred  to  him,  from  considering  that  the 
Arabs,  when  beating  and  stripping  hinii  had  uttered 
a  gibberish  in  imitation  of  Turkith^  that^he  owed  the 
ill  usage  which  he  had  received,  at  least  in  part,  to 
his  having  been  mistaken  for  a  Turk, — An  old  Arab, 
%vltti  a  number  t>f  young  men  coming  up  to  bim,  he 
jiisdoted  them  in  the  customary  phrase  in  their  own 
language,  Salam  Alicum  !  Only  one  young  man  re- 
turned the  salutation,  and  that  in  a  contemptuous  tone, 
^he  old  man  then  asked  i^lNtber  he  was  a  Turk  ? 
He  replied,  that  he  was  a  poor  Christian  physician, 
a  dervish,  who  went  about  the  world  to  do  good  for 
6ed*9sakey  *  Cretan  ?'  No;  he  hftd  l^i^irbee^  iii 
Crete  :  he  was  from  Tunis,  and  was  returning  thither, 
having  lost  his  all  in  the  shipwreck  of  the  vesseU  A 
ragged  dirty  baraea  wat  immediately  thrown  ^vfer 
him,  and  he  was  conducted  to  a  tent,  through  the  end 
of  which  was  thrust  a  spear^  the  ensign  of  sovereignty. 
Iri  this  tetit  lie  taW  fhe  ^hfekh  of^lle  tdbe,  who^ 
being  at  peace  with  the  Bey  of  Bengazi  and  the^ 
Shekh  of  Ptolemeta,  ordered  him  a  plentiful  supper^ 

f  of  which  htsr  semtits  also  parte^fc.  He  complained 
to  jno  pu4'pT?se  of  the  loss  of  all  his  me^didnes:  The 
Arabs  would  give  him  no  assistance  to  seaVch  for  his 
instruments.  After  two  days'  stay,  the  Shekh  re- 
j^ored  all  that  had  been  taken  from  him  and  his  com^  ' 

.  pany,  and  furnished  them  with  camels^  and  a  guide 
to  conduct  them  to  Bengazi.  From  Bengazi  he  sent 
a  present  to  the  Shekh,  with  promises  of  an  handsome 
reward,  if  he  would  make  his  people  fish  up,  and  re- 
turn the  things  which  he  had  lost  in  the  wreck.  He 

thus  iee#*^i?#  M»  wikm  watch    a  #iltt^i^tkl» 
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He  visits  Bengazi,  Cancan  Rhodes,  Casitelrosso,  &c. 

tion,  some  jpmpil^  »  mftaU  p  a»d  fiis^  pocket 

book.  .  ^ 

AlHengazi  he  found  a  small  l^^eh  sloop,  with 
the  master  of  which  he  had  been  acquainted  at  Al- 
giers, and  who  had  come  with  a  cargo  of  corn,  which 
for  a  time  relieved  the  nec^tieli  ttlltBMt  of  the  sol 
diers  in  the  place.  Our  traveller,  with  his  party, 
caupfht  a  quantity  of  fishes  with  a  small  net  and  lines  ; 
miA  p^dcttring*  pepper,  vinegar,  atfdbm(iM§i  i?vith^^^^^ 
and  a  very  little  bread,  saved  themselves  from  suffer- 
iiig  by  extremity  of  hunger.  They  ia  vain  attempted 
tcrfeach  ttit^  starv&f  iitalftttid^  to  tiakfe  fish  after  their 
example. 

With  the  French  captain  Mr.  Bruce  sailed  for  the 
Archipelago  with  a  fair  wind.  In  four  or  five  days 
he  landed  mMf  tt  Canea,  in  the  island  of  Grete, 
where  he  was  taken  dangerously  ill.  From  Canea 
he  sailed  to  Rhodes^  and  from  Rhodes  to  CastelrossO| 
Oft  coast  of  Gkt^i^iamm,  On  |^v1i^|f 
he  proceeded  to  Cyprus;  and  front  Cy^prtls,  wliere  fe© 
staid  only  half  a  day,  to  Sidon, 

Jkt  #ldon  H^m  Mtrdty  rfeceived  by  M.  Clerato- 
bnat,  French  consul  there.  He  made  from  Sidon, 
m^ral  excursions  intp  Syria^  by  Libanus  and  Anti- 
Libantts  but  hats  not  ehosen  io  enter  into  a  particular 
detail  of  those.  FjpOfti  Canea  and  Rhodes  he  had 
written  both  to  France  and  England  for  a  moveable 
quadrant,  a  stop-watch,  a  time-keeper,  a  reflecting 
and  an  achromatic  telesco|iN^to4r^|mlr  ]^^e^ 
tained  by  his  shipwreck. 

He  had  the  mortification  to  receive  answers  to  tliose 
letters^  iril^f  ffliitg^to^  ihdS;  i^n  Sft6h  mstrutfien^^^^ 
be  at  present  procured  ;  and  that  ridiculous  accounts 
of  his. purposes  in  his  travels^  and  of  the.  route  which 
he  ha<i  i^hofeefi,  had  hmtt  eif^fiiilftted  iti  fiufbpe,  ^he 
indignation  with  which  he  heard  this,  tempted  him 
to  renounce  his  design  of  exploring  the  sources  of  the 
Nile ;  but  he  resolr^A  strll  td  visit  the  famous  ruins  of 
Palmyra. 

At  the  iuvitatioo  first  of  Mr,  Abbott  the  British 

E  2  .  consul 
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consul  at  Tripoli  in  Syria,  and  afterwards  of  his  suc- 
cessor Mr*  Vernon,  our  traveller^now  proceeded  to 
tTripioIf.  In  preparing*  fdr  tn§  exp^ditfo#*MWiitds 
Palniyra,  be  visited  the  ancient  Byblus,  and  bathed 
in  the  river  Adonis.  Thruug;h  Latikea  and  Antfpchf 
he  parsed  on  to  Aleppo.  At  Akppo  heiytl  siMcted 
with  a  return  of  a  fever  and  ag-oe^i  whkh  hg  had  first 
c^aij^ht  by  his  sufferings  at  Bengja^gi.  By  the  atten- 
tions of  Df .  lR,usi$el,  be  happily  recovered  from  this 
dangerous  ilhiess. 

When  his  health  was  re-established,  he  prosecuted 
his  purpose.  The  deserts  around  Palmyra  are  inha- 
bited by  two  rival  tribes  of  Arabs  j  the  Annecy,  re- 
markable for  having*  the  finest  horses  in  the  world  j 
and  the  Mowalli,  who  ride  much  worse  horses^  but 
are  better  sdt«litt*3S.  Mr;  Brucfe wafir  fbrtutiB^e  ^niDttgfeiti 
obtain  the  protection  of  the  Shekh  of  theMowalli,  and 
directians  from  him  by  what  road  to  travel  to  Palmyra, 

Tbkn  eiicou raged,  he  returned  from  Al^jSpd  ltd' 
Tripoli;  set  out  at  a  time  agreed  upon  with  the 
Shekh  to  Hanjath,  the  northern  bound?^ry  of  ^  the 
fioly  Land  5  aurd  ftftving  there  met  an  Arab,  whom 
the  friendly  Shekh  had  sent  to  be  his  conductor,  pro- 
ceeded  to  J^ssia.  On  his  way  he  had  occasion  to 
eitr^ir  tfHt  Oronles,  which  passes  through  the 
plains  #Mt&-the  best  tobacco  in  Syria  is  cultivated. 
At  some  miserable  huts  near  the  river,  inhabited  by 
Turcomans,  he  asked  the  master  of  one  to  shew  him 
the  ford.  The  Turcoman  readily  did  so  t  Mi  1^ 
Bruce  had  advanced  but  a  short  way  through  the 
pretended  ford,  when  his  horse  fell  on  a  sudden  out 
of  his  dteptii;  Hfe  liatl  a  rifle  gun  slung^  across  his 
shoulders,  with  a  buff  belt  and  swivel.  Luckily  the 
swivel  gave  way,  and  the  gun  fell  to  the  bottom  of 
ifli^  rhreh  "Thus ^dfeen gaged,  he  and  ills  horse  sWam 
separately  ashore.  At  a  small  distance  was  a  caphar 
or  turnpike.  Mr.  Brupe  going  thither  to  dry  himself^ 
Was  informed,  that  ihi^  Turcomans  who  had  misguided 
him  were  an  infatoous  banditti^  aad  that  he  and  his 
horse  bad  fallen  fr^m  the  remaitm  of  the  wing  6f  a 

bridge. 
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ruins  of  Palm^jfja  and  B^ftlbec, 

bridge,  which  had  formerly  crossed  the  river  in  that 
place.  The  capharman  then  shewed  his  servants  the 
rigtit  fm'cl,  ktffl  they  passed  i(i  safely.  tl^ 
our  traveller  proceeded  to  Cariateen,  where  he  found 
.Hassan,  a  kejp  inerchantj  his  old  acquaintance^  s^ud. 
tWdth«^M  of ^  Mtiec^,  encamped  around.  TWd 
old  mien  frfitti  the  two  tribes;  the  Mowalli  and  the 
Aiinecy,  accompanied  the  party  on  horseback  to  Pal^ 
myra.  The  tribes  furnished  them  with  camels,  arid 
they  passed  the  desert,  between  Cariateen  atid  Pal-^ 
myra,  in  a  day  and  two  nights. 

Just  as  they  came  within  sight  of  the  ruins,  thtey 
ascended  a  hill  of  white  gritty  stone  by  t  i!ifti't*o# 
winding  road.  Arrived  at  the  top  of  that  hill,  they 
beheld  before  them  one  of  the  most  stupendous  sights 
that  perhaps  ^er  appealed  Id  ttidrfcal  ey#jl  An  «X<- 
tensive  plain,  covered  thick  with  magnificent  build- 
ings of  white  stone,  which  at  a  distance  appeared 
Hfee  marble/olP  fine  proportions,  and  agreeable  forms ; 
arid  at  the  end,  the  palace  of  ths-s«%  mott  iaiagM* 
ficent  than  any  of  the  rest. 

Of  the  ruins  of  Palmyra,  Mr,  Bruce  drew  six  angu- 
lar views  on  large  paper,  and  proceeded  nexttti^Baal^ 
bee,  about  130  miles  distant  from  the  former.  He 
reached  Baalbec  on  the  very  day  on  which  hisfriendj^ 
Miiatfr  ¥4i«l#,ha^^^  thfedly>  d;iid  isfittledthe 

government,  was  decamping  to  return  home.  The 
Emir  made  things  about  the  city  very  agreeable  to 
hiBS^  and  left  him  to  his  freedom. 

Baalbec  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a  plain,  west  of 
'  Anti-Libanus,  about  fifty  miles  from  Hassia,  and  thirty 
frbtti  the  ancient  Byblus,  on  the  nearest  se^-eoaSt* 
The  inteinor  of  the  temple  of  the  sun  at  Baalbec  ex- 
inbits  some  of  the  most  perfect  works  of  scqtlptiipe^ 
afid  sitirpasses  any  thing  at  Palmyra. 

Passing  Tyre,  Mr.  Bruce  became  a  mournful  wit- 
ness of  the  accomplishment  of  thatprophec}^,  by  which 
it  was  foretold  that  the  queen  of  nations  should  be  a 
roefe^r  fishermen  to  dry  their  nel»4U,  W^WPfitfefe^ 
fi&faarm#li  who  bad  just  been  drawinf  t%^|r  n  were 

persuaded 
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His  observations  on  visiting  the  ancient  city  of  Tyre. 

j>ersua(led  by  Mr.  Bruce  to  drag-  in  those  places 
where  shell-fish  were  to  be  found.  He  was  in  hopes 
tfeai  Ihdy  Mght  bring  mt  i^m  &^  the  i^mtm  ptitpU^ 
fishes,  for  which  Tyre  was  renowned  in  antiquity. 
The  attenrrpt,  however,  was  unsuccessful ;  and  Mr, 
Briie(&  eorgei^urdif,  tfeat  m&m  thet^jtory  of  the  purple 
fishes,  the  Tyrians  only  concealed  their  knowledge 
of  cochineaU  He  finished  this  expedition  by  arriving 
mte  at  the  hdspitable  tiMrtstoti  bf  M*  ^lemmBdijt,  at 
Sidon. 

At  Sidon,  he  found  letter^  frpm  Europe,  more  agre^- 
dMw  tkm  ihtise^vhldi  fie  had  kst  tec^eived^  witti  tft6 
time^jpkc^s  and  astronomical  instrumeiifctfof  whfcfebjtt 
had  written.    But  still  he  wanted  a  quadrant :  an  in- 
strument of  essential  importance  for  the  farther  prose- 
cution of  his  purposes.  He,  however,  determine^iti&l'ip 
to  visit  Egypt,  where  he  might  examine  the  most  an- 
cient remains  of  architecture.    Nordon,  Pococke,  and 
others,  had  already  given  general  accounts  of  the 
Egyptian  architecture;  but  he  wished  to  observe  the 
proportions  of  their  columns,  and  the  general  con- 
srtmc4i<^rr     their  btfiklihgs%   Ob^efvAtidti&  ^hwh  be 
might  thus  add  to  his  former  stock  would  furnish  ma- 
terials for  a  pleasant  and  useful  amusement  in  hi^^ 
eld  age*    A  latiter  wfcieh  hfe  now  received  fttm  IC>^^^ 
BufFon,  contributed  somewhat  to  make  him  alter  his 
resolution.    M*  de  Buffon,  M*  Guys,  and  several 
other  French  philosophers  of  great  respectability  of 
character,  had  obtained  for  biui  a  moveable  quadrant 
from  the     French  king's  own  military  academy  at 
Marseilles."   A  letter  from  Mr.  Russel  informed  him, 
that  the  astronomers  of  Europe  were  now  less  sati*- 
guine  in  their  hopes  of  discovering  the  sun's  parallax 
by  the  observation  of  the  transit  of  Venus;  and  that 
»  jorrn^jnto  Abyssiiai%  to  €!xpforat^  tiktdry  Of  that 
country,  would  be  considered  as  a  much  more  im- 
portant service  to  learning.    A  letter  from  his  cor- 
mpGiid^nt  at  Atexaodri    at  the  saitte  titti%  itifomed 
him  that  the  quadrant  flrOd  hit  oth^r  ins^^^^ 
ready  in  that  city.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Mr*  Btuce  'satte  from  ^idm — ToncWj^t^Jjprtis— Arrives  at  Alexandri  i 
—Proceeds  lo  Rosetto  -i*|t      J^%  lt^  €^irf»^E,M^  with  Ali 

B^y^Visits  the  Pyramiife^B»t3feaii^  Egypt— 
Howadat  Arabs^MeitsEfeBt^iay  |ttt^^jp^o1^i^l^aft^  of  ancient 

Meinphis-— Fishemien  .6ti  ^^tteit^  ]&a3i^atit*.False  Pyra- 

Tiiids— Stigar-d^nf^Ruins  of  Antinopolls— Ashm0^^it||~Ruins  at 
Gawa-^AclimMte^M^gtaificeRt  remains  at  Dendera—Ad^sentiire  Ihere 
\v]ih  ^  miiit^W^t^^j^^U^0  of  Thebes— Colossal  statues*- Eenwk-' 
able  paiiHingi^Eusidr  ^fl  C^rnac — Ruins  at  Esne  the  ancieiit  Lato* 
polis — Covenant  made  between  Mr.  Bi  uce  and  the  Ababde  Arabs— 
Syene — Cataract  of  the  Nile — Journey  from  Kenne  across  tiie  desert  of 
Thebais  to  Cossier — Marble  mountains — Arrival  at  Cossier— Adven- 
liire  with  the  Ababde — Jibbel  Zumrud,  the  Mountain  of  Emeralds — 
V^Ojfage  in  the  Red  Sea— Jaffateen  Islands — Tor — Yambo— Jidda—  ' 
Mr*  Brace's  adventures  ti:^re  in  the  disguise  of  a  Turk — Singular  mode 
of  transacting  business  —  Polygamy  —  Konfodah  —  Sibt  —  Loheia  — 
Mocha — Streights  of  Babelniandel  —  Foosht —  Baccalan —  An  Abys- 
sinian Ghost— Zimmer— ^Sharks — Volcano  of  Jibbel  T^ir-7- JM  vessel 
strikes  on  a  roc^^^'^eketiott  of  ljb^6|mfe^ 
iitMassuah. 

On  Satttrday  the  15tli  dflnne  1768,  Mr.  Britfie 
sailed  from  the  once  opulent  and  powerful  city  of 
Sidon,  for  the  island  of  Cyprus*  During*  this  voyage 
he  observed  a  number  of  thin  white  clouds,  which 
amne  evidently  from  the  mountains  of  Abyssinia,  and 
were  flitting  towards  Mount  Taurus,  whence  these 
were  to  bring  new  stores  of  vapour,  to  occasion  the 
H&v^rfld^itig  of  the  Nile,  by  breaking  against  the  lofty 
and  rugged  mountains  of  the  south.  On  the  16th,  at 
dawn  of  day,  he  observed  a  high  hill>  which  he  took 
fer  Mouint  Olympus-  Tb&  r^  ti  i^  Mmi  mm 
after  appeared  in  view.  Cyprus  remained  long  un- 
discovered by  the  ancient  navigators  of  those  seas. 
It  Wi«  fiol  knowti  si%  fhig  fetfilding.  of  Tyre,  500  yeai* 
after  ships  had  begun  to  pass  around  it.  At  its  dis-> 
covery  it  was  overgrown  with  wood.  On  the  wefl|; 
side  of  the  island  the  wood  stiU  r^palns  f|ii^^^ 
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3ibS(J^I|^tiQn  <)l  Cyprqs— Arrival  at  Alexandria. 

size  find  shelter  there;  and  the  inhabitants  affirm, 
that  even  an  elephant  was  alive  there  not  many  years 

A  great  many  medals,  though  very  few  of  them 
^ood,  ,8^1'^  dug;  up  in  Cyprus;  silver  ones,  of  very 
excelietii  '#dmtasrti^hip,  are  found  near  Paphos,  qf 
very  little  value  in  the  ,eyes  of  antiquarians,  being 
chiefly  towns,  of  tl^^e  size  of  those  found  at  Crete 
aiftd 'll^to^^^  and  dl  Ike  i^latt^^^^^  Archipelago. 
Intaglios  there  are  some  few,  partly  in  a  very  excel* 
lent  Greek  style,  and  generally  upon  better  ^tpQie^ 
than  usual  in  the  islands.  ' 

On  the  17th  of  Jun%-tbe  *^isel  left  Lernica,  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  the  18th,  a  little 
before  noon,  a  very  fresh  and  favourably  breeze  spring- 
tng  tip  fhifft  the  2lirW.  ^  imB^  poinl^A  the  prow 
directly  upon  Alexandria. 

The  20th  of  June,  early  in  the  morning,  our  tra- 
vellerhad  distant  prospect  of  Alesmwdi^ia'm^  from 
the  sea.  On  the  first  view  of  the  city,  the  mixture  of 
old  monuments^,  such  as  the  Column  of  Pompey,  with 
#eft%hl$Mrisht0W^  steeples,  raise  our  expeC'' 
tations  of  the  consequence  of  the  ruins  we  are  to  find; 
but  the  moment  we  are  in  port,  the  illusipn  epcls,  and 
we  distinguis^h  tlie  ilrhiaftMse  Merctfl^aitt  Wdfks  of 'tUi^^^ 
cient  times,  now  few  in  number,  from  the  ill-imagiBH'^ 
ed,  ill-constr*acted,  and  imperfect  buildings  of  the  se- 
veral barbarous  masters  of  Alexandria  in  later  ages, 
^hete  are  two  port!s,  the  Old  and  the  New.  The  en- 
trance to  the  latter,  in  which  alone  European  ships 
can  lie,  is  both  difficult  and  dangerous;  and  the  port 
itself  is  by  im  mim^  M^i^  m  ii^^^tw^  ^ 
lost  while  ridShg  aft  anfihor^ 

'  .  -Alexandria 

.     .  ■    ^      ^  -^^M 

*  Mr.  Bruce  relates,  that  while  he  was  at  Alexandria,  on  his  return* 
to  Europe  in  March  1773,  upwards  of  40  vessels  were  here  cast  on^ 
shpi"c^;  any  'dashed  to  pieces,    lylost  of  them  heion-ged  to  B^gtlsa  fft,^. 
the'  spiMi  yp^ts  of  Provence  ;  t|ut  the  ships  p£  aa^ipn^^^ostoii^ 
th^  lilj^aEi^- 4^^fej^ed  iitUe  Injury.  It  wa$  ca^t)ia«>  ji^  $aim  te^oiscNN^^ 

.  th0 
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Alexandria  has  been  often  taken  since  the  tima 
Coesar.*  It  was  at  last  destroyed  by  the  Venetians 
and  Cypriots,  upon,  or  rather  after,  the  release  of  St. 
Lewis. — The  building"  of  the  present  gates  and  walls, 
which  some  have  thought  to  be  antique,  does  not  seem 
.  earlier  than  the  last  restoration  in  the  13th  century* 
Some  parts  of  the  gates  and  walls  may  be  of  older 
date  ;  (and  probably  were  those  of  the  last  Caliphs  be- 
fore Salidan)  but^  except  these,  and  the  pieces  of  co- 
ftimtw  whrten  tie  horia^fit^Wy  iii  different  parts  of  the 
wall,  every  thing  else  is  apparently  of  very  late  times, 
and  the  work  has  been  huddled  together  in  great 
has^.  Therte  liS'  nbthing  beaatiful  or  pleasant  tt4lfli& 
present  Alexandria,  but  a  handsome  street  of  modern 
houses,  where  a  very  active  and  intelligent  number 
of  merchants  live  upon  the  miserable  remnants  of 


the  different  procedure  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  these  different 
nations  upon  the  occasion.  As  soon  as  the  squall  began  to  bec6me 
violent,  the  masters  of , the  Ragusan  vessels  and  French  Med i term nean 
traders,  after  putting  out  every  anchor  and  cable,  betook  themselves  to 
their  boats,  and  fled  to  the  nearest  shore,  leaving  their  ships  to  their 
fate.  They  well  knew  the  furniture  of  their  ve$sels  to  be  too  flimsy  to 
trust  their  lives  to  it.  Many  of  the  q^ye^,  njadeof  a  kind 
called  spartum,  parted  with  the  ancbori^  ifiid  the  ships  p!e,rtsfif^|., 
the  contrary,  the  British,  Danish,  ilw^dish,  4rid  Dutcli,  intirerf  to  the 
navigation  of  the  ocean,  no  sooner  perceived  the  storm  beginning  than 
they  quitted  their  houses,  and  hastened  on  board.  Relying  on  the  suf- 
ficiency of  their  tackle,  they  were  under  no  apprehension  from  the 
weather,  provided  they  were  present  to  obviate  unforeseen  accidents. 
Some  pointed  their  yards  to  the  wind,  and  others  lowered  them  upoil 
deck ;  after  which  they  walked  to  and  fro,  bidding  defiance  to  the;  ut^ 
most  fury  of  the  storm.  Not  a  man  stirred  from  the  ships  till  theitext 
day*,  wh^ajhejetarsiirjgcalili  w^jiJ-her  ^iro^^^^^^^^  to  at^l.  Ife^j^ 

*  When  it  was  taken  by  the  Saracens,  Amrou,  general  of  the  vie- 
torious  army,  wrote  thus  to  the  Caliph  :  I  have  taken  the  city  of  the 
West.  It  is  of  immense  extent.  It  contains  innumerable  woiulcrs, 
Thefe  are  in  it  4000  baths,  12,000  dealers  in  fresh  oil.  4000  Jews  who 
pay  tribute,  400  comedians,"  Sec.  "  Burn  these  books,'*  said  Omar, 
with  respect  to  the  famous  library  collected  by  the  Ptolemies :  if  they 
lay  nothing  but  what  is  in  the  Koran  they  are  useless ;  if  ^nv  thing  cop*. 
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Attt^i^nt    a^it*0n*itt*^>ni  t|i<^  Arabs* 

that  trade,  which  made  its  glory  in  the  first  times. 
It  is  thmly  inhabited  ;  and  there  is  a  tradition  aiiiong 
ihfe  fiatTlr^i^,  tSstt  ftkt^e  thk^  xiMtrxV^h^^  fcfeeh  iri  agi- 
tation to  abandon  it  altogether,  and  retire  to  Rosetto, 
or  Cairo^  but  that  they  havjB  been  withheld  by  the  opi* 
nion  of  diVerfe  MritiS  fi-ortl  Arabia^  who  hai?6  ^^slired 
them,  that  Mecca  being  destroyed,  (as  it  must  be, 
as  they  think,  by  the  Russians)  Alexandria  in  tb§a  to 
beiidtirte  this  h^  place,  and  that  3fehrdi« 
to  be  transported' tliithar. 

On  Mr.  Bruce^  arrival  at  Alexandria,  he  found 
thatthe  plague  had  raged  in  that  city  and  neighbour- 
hood from  the  begiiittiftg  of  March,  and  that  t^dft])!^ 
only  before  their  arrival  people  had  begun  to  open 
their  houses  and  communicate  with  each  other;  but 
it  was  ito  mattef ,  St.  John's  day  was  past,  the  tnim* 
culous  nucta,  or  dew,^  had  fallen,  and  every  body  went 
fvbout  their  ordinary  business  in  safety,  and  without 
f ean  Here  Mr.  Br ucie^  reem¥ed  Itih  Instroftieii tsr,  and 
found  them  in  good  condition. 

Our  traveller  bein^  now  prepared  for  ^ny  enterprise, 
he  left  #Tth  ea^ifites^  ibfe^  ffirf6ad-bare  ^pquiries  into 
the  nieagre  retnaios  of  this  once-fam(iO#  isapital  of 
Egypt, — Tbe  jWrney  to  Rosetto  is  always  performed 
by  land^^si  tba  tliionlb  of  the  branch  of  the  Nile  lead- 
ing to  ttolit  p^lfte^^^  Bogaz,  is  very  shallow 
and  dangerous  to  pass,  and  often  tedious  ;  besides,, 
nobody  wishes  to  be  a  partner  for  any  time  in  a  voy- 
age with  Egyptian  sailors,  if  he  c^an  ^dMiMy  a^ofd 
it.  The  journey  by  land  is  also  reputed  dangerous, 
and  people  travel  burdened  with  arms,  which  they 
are  €i&tef mf ned  mv^t^  to  mei 

All  Egypt  is  full  of  deep  dust  and  sand  from  the 
beginning  pf  March  to  the  coi;nmencement  of  the  in- 
mm4&n*  1^  h  tMs  Mm  jp^Wdei*  sand,  raised  and 
loosetotd  by  Ike  heat  of  th^ittja^an  want  of  dei«^^and 


"**'^Thedew  which  falls  on  St,  John's  Jiight  is  supposed  to  possess  tfef€ 


Mt*  Bruce  al  Rosetto, 

iiot  being  tied  fast,  as  it  were,  by  any  root  or  veg*e- 
tation,  which  the  Nile  carries  off  with  it,  and  buries 
in  the  sea,  and  which  many  ignorantly  suppose,  comes 
from  Abyssinia,  where  every  ri^r  rans  in  a  bed  d^' 
rock.  When  you  leave  the  sea,  you  strike  off  nearly 
at  right  angles,  and  pursue  your  journey  to  the  east- 
i*ard.  Here  heaps  ^-^titii#  artd  tmriks 
set  up  to  guide  you  in  your  road,  through  moving 
satidis,  which  sfand  in  hillocks,  in  proper  directions^ 
and  which  conduct  you  safely  to  Rosetto,  surroundeii, 
on  one  side  by  these  biUir  of  sand,,  which  tm4^ 
to  cover  it* 

Rosetto  stands  upon  that  branch  df  the  Nile  which 
was  called  the  Bolbuttic  Branch,  4hi[>af 
from  the  sea.  It  is  a  large,  clean,  neat  town,  or  vil- 
lage, upon  the  eastern  side  of  the  Nile.  It  is  about 
three  miles  long,  itolt^^h  freqtt^nt^  iiSttidibtii  md 
religious  Mahometans  ;  among  these  too  are  a  consi- 
derable number  of  merchants^  it  being;  the  entrepQt 
hetweetlr t/atfa  'md  Ateisattdfriav  and  tide  versa ;  lm& 
too  the  merchants  have  their  factors,  who  superintend 
and  watch  ov^r  tUe  merch^^ndi^^  ^hich  passes  the 
Bogaz  to^nd  1^  0^ir(9^.*-^^Wre^  itaany  gardens, 
and  much  verdure,  about  Ittiselto ;  the  ground  is  low, 
and  retains  long  the  moisture  it  imbibes  from  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile.  Here  also  are  many  curious 
plants  and  flowers  brought  from  different  countries. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  Mr.  Bruce  embarked  for 
Cairo.  There  are  wonderful  tales  told  at  Alexandria, 
at  well  as  al  Oairo,  of  the  drnttger  of  passing  over  tti^ 
desert  to  Rosetto.  After  you  embark  on  the  Nile  in 
your,  way  to  Cairo,  you  hear  of  pilots  and  masters 
df  wssel^i  w&o  latitl  you  among  robbers  to  share  your 
plunder,  and  twenty  such  like  stories,  all  of  them  of 
old  date,  and  which  perhaps  happened  long  ago,  or 
never  happened  at  all .  But  providM  the  gov  en  i  meat 
of  Cairo  is  settled,  and  you  do  not  land  at  villagfig % 
strife  with  each  other,  (in  which  circumistances  no 
person  of  any  nation  is  safe,)  you  must  be  very  nn- 


He  visits  Cairo. 

fbt  tiihate  indeed,  if  any  great  accideilt  heUl  ytftt 
tvveen  Alexandria  and  Cairo. 

Our  traveller  arrived  at  Cairo  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  recommended  to  the  very  hospitable  hom^^  i^f 
Julian  and  Bertran,  to  whom  he  imparted  his  reso- 
lution of  pursuing  his  journey  to  Abyssinia.  The 
wildness  df  thi?^iii^^  seemed  tcrstrike  them  greatly^ 
on  which  account  they  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him 
from  it,  but,  seeing  him  resolved,  they  kindly  offered 
tbeii*        effectual  sefv^ifete^. 

That  part  of  Cairo  in  which  the  French  are  settled 
h  qxceedingly  commodious,  and  fit  for  retirement.  Jt 
cortsisf s  df^^  toe  Ixiir^  streef,  ^Itei^&aH  tlTe  merchuttW 
of  that  nation  live  together.  It  is  shut  at  one  end. by 
iarge  gates,  where  there  is  a  guard,  and  these  are 
kept  e<»f)stgLotly  closed  in  the  time  of  the  plague.  At 
tlilJ  other  etid  is  a  lar^e  garden,  tolerably  kept,  in  which 
ih^ere  are  several  pleasant  walks  and  seats.  All  the 
enjoyment  that  Christians  can  hope  for,  among  this 
vile  people*- deduces  itself  to^  p^ltfe^^ttncl  quiet ;  nobody 
seeks  for  more.  There  are,  however,  wicked  eniisSa- 
ries  who  are  constantly  employed  by  threats,  lies,  and 
extrat^afaiitt  detfeihdi^  to  foiiyetit  ttem,  arid  keep 
them  from  enjoying  that  repose  which  would  content 
them  instead  of  freedoni,  and  wore  solid  happioet$$> 
ifi  their  own  eoirtitry* 

There  are  perhaps  four  hiindred  inhabitants  in 
Ciairo^  who  have  absolute  power,  and  administer  what 
they  6ail  juBttce,  in  their  own  way,  and  according  to 
their  own  views.  But  fortunately^  m  Mr*  B»bi5#s 
time,  this  many-headed  monster  was  no  more  ;  there 
was  but  one  Ali  Bey,  and  there  was  neither  inferior 
nor.superior  jurisdiction  exercised,  but  by  his  oflle^i^S 
only.  This  happy  state  did  not  last  long.  In  order 
to  be  a  Bey,  the  person  niust  have  been  a  slave,  and 
bought  fbi*  tti^hty  «t  a  m^ket,  E^ery  Bey  has  a 
great  number  of  servants,  slaves  to  him,  as  he  was  to 
others  before  i  these  are  his  guards,  apd  these  he  pro- 
iMes  to  places  in  Mtfe&ii«#liay|rtc<JOJrd^^^^ 
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qualified.  It  is  very  extraordinary  to  find  a  race  of 
men  in  power,  all  agreeing;  to  leave  their  successiioii 
tb  stmngers,  in  pr^^r^ehCfe  to  Hwit  0Wh  fchildi^tiv  fer 
a  number  of  ages;  and  that  no  one  should  ever  have 
attempted  to  make  his  son  succeed  him,  either  in  dig-^ 
nity  or  estate,  in  preference  to  n  slave,  whom  he  has 
bought  for  money  like  a  beast. 

The  instant  that  Mr.  Bruce  arrived  at  Cairo  was 
perhaps  the  only  one  in  which  he  ever  could  have 
been  allowed,  single  and  iltiprotected  as  he  was,  to 
have  made  his  intended  journey.  Ali  Bey,  after  hav- 
ing undergone  many  changes  of  fortune^  and  been  Im- 
iifthed  %  b%t}^fe  fro^  liit^^ftaT, M  enjoyed  tfee 
satisfaction  of  returning  and  making  himself  absolute 
in  Cairo.  Thpiigh  a  man  of  a  good  understanding. 
iie  ii?^«l3ll  a  lil&tij^uke,  anA  bm^^  pHnciplesi  a 
^mte^  Three  persons  af  ^ilTerent  religions  at  once 
possessed  his  confidence,  and  governed  his  councils* 
The  one  was  a  Jew,  the  other  a  Greek,  and  the  third 
mil  Egyptian  Copt,  his  secretary  j  and  it  would  have 
required  great  penetration  to  discover  which  of  the 
three  men  was  the  most  worthless  character.  The 
setreliiry,  whose  nana*  nHiS^Kisk,  had  ttirudiir^sg  to 
supplant  the  other  two,  and  at  the  period  of  Mr« 
jBruce's  arrival  in  Egy|)t,  was  all-jpowerful  with  the 
Beji  iKisk  fros^j^^d  «$tftilbg^^^  m&  was  gr<?atly  pi^- 
possessed  in  favour  of  our  traveller  by  his  apparatus 
of  instruments,  which  were  opened  in  the  custom- 
house of  Alexandria.  Hfe  ntit  only  procured  an 
order  that  they  should  be  delivered  to  Mr,  Bra^ 
without  duty  or  fees,  but  likewise  assured  him,  as 
soon  as  he  reached  Cairo,  that  he  was  under  the  im- 
mediate protection  of  the  Bey,  and  that  he  would 
himself  provide  him  with  any  thing  which  he  might 
want.  Mr.  Bruce,  unable  to  account  for  this  shew 
of  (tlm4^Mpf  ^tpected  some  design^  and  comtnani^ 
cated  his  apprehensions  to  his  landlord  Mr.  Bertran, 
who  undertook  to  sound  Risk  on  the  subject,  and  at 
tile  mme  time  cautioned  him  against  either  o^ibflding 

the 


TRAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA. 


,<S»ea|^iiii«0Jic^  of  the.  Greel^s  in  Abyssinia*  ' 

the  secretary,  or  trusting"  himself  in  his  hands,  as  he 
was  a  man  capable  of  the  blackest  projects,  and  mer- 
^v^siless  in  theii'^^*€^titi6fti  "Kisk^  curiosity  Sobn  diisu 
closed  the  secret.  He  enquired  of  Bertran  respect- 
ing Mr*  Bruce's  knowledge  of  the  stars^  and  his 
friciid,  Who  then  clearly  perceived  the  tdlrfft  ttf  tfci6 
secretary's  conduct,  so  prepossessed  him  in  favour  of 
pur  traveller's  superior  sciencef  that  Risk  could  not 
fiyth^nt  expressing  his  great  expectatiatoa  of  being 
now  enabled  to  foresee  the  destiny  of  ^m  MB^t  atld 
whetfier  he  should  be  successful  or  not  in  an  attempt 
he  was  about  to  make  upon  Mecca,  Fortune-telling, 
homevetf  did  not  appear  to  Mr.  Bruce  a  very  envia^ 
ble  profession  where  bastinado  or  impaling  might  be 
the  reward  of  a  mist?ikej  but  he  had  the  niost  ere* 
dulous  people  lit  thfe  #drlirto  4eal  l^^it^  4ftd  was  sett* 
sible  of  the  necessity  of  escaping  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible before  the  issue  of  any  of  his  prophecies  should 
ikt'We* 

In  a  few  days  he  received  a  letter  from  Risk  db^ 
siring  hirp  to  repair  %o  the  convent  of  St.  George^ 
ifttat  itee  where,  the  Greek  pa- 

triiitrch  had  directed  an  apartment  to  be  prepared  for 
his  reception,  and  where  he  was  to  receive  the  Bey^s 
orders.  Here  he  met  with  his  old  friend,  Father 
Christopher,  f rcittt  *rliom  he  had  teeetved  instruction 
in  the  Greek  language,  at  Algiers  ;  and  who  having 
quitted  Barbary,  had  repaired  to  Egypt,  where  he 
hud  hefen  appoinftM  ft^^^^^^^  wMcfr  is  the  S^^^ 

cond  dignity  in  the  G;reek  church,  under  the  patri- 
arch* It  was  at  his  solicitation  that  an  apart{iieii$ 
itir  the  coifivetit  wiafe  assignM^'t^^  Mf.  IBruce,  andfi^ta 
him  he  received  important  information  and  assistani^ 
in  regard  to  his  plan  of  peuetratipg  into  Abyssinia, 
tthis  priest  acqiikliited  bim  tli^it  thBt^  mrB  then  many 
0feeks  in  Abysjfeinia,  who  held  the  highest  offices  of  the 
state,  that  they  had  all  the  greatest  veneration  for  the 
patriarch,  who  was  the  head  of  the  Abyssinian  church, 
|widw8slioni^pe#b3rtbe^fc«^  Reintroduced 

his 
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Interview  of  Mr.  Bruce  with  the  Bey  of  Cairo, 

his  friend  to  the  patrii^reh,  from  whom  he  procured 
for  him  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  principal 
Greeks  at  Gondar,  and  a  general  bull,  or  pastoral 
jadmonttion,  in  which  tHey  were  enjofni^  to  renounce 
their  pride  and  vanity,  and  to  support  with  all  their 
influence  the  stranger  whom  the  patriarch  sent  among; 

Meanwhile  Risk  one  evening-  sent  fat  i^tvtte^ 
to  pay  his  first  visit  to  the  3ey.  He  was  a  much 
younger  man  tto  he  had  conceived  him  to  be  ;  he 
was  sitting  upon  a  large  sofa,  covered  with  crimson 
cloth  of  gold;  his  turban,  his  girdle,  and  the  head 
of  his  dagger,  all  thickly  covered  with  fine  brilliants; 
one  in  his  turban,  that  served  to  sufipcwrt  a  »f»rig  «lf 
brilliants  also,  was  amongst  the  largest  Mr.  Bruce 
had  « ver  seen.  .The  Bey  entered  into  discourse  con- 
eeftitog^  the  Hniidtj^h  dind  *rtii%ish  war,  attd  isdnversed 
some  time  with  him  on  that  subject. 

Two  or  three  «ig|its  afterwards  the  Bey  sent  for 
liiiii  a^tt, ,  Tt  li^as^ar  eleven  o*cloek  before  he  06* . 
tained  admittance.  He  met  the  janissary  Aga  goingf 
out  fronts  him«  and  a  number  of  soldiers  at  the  door. 
Asllp.1BiriBce  ii»d;  aot  know  him,  he  passed  him,  with- 
out ceremony,  whieh  lit  is  not  usual  tor  any  person  to  do. 
Whenever  be  mounts  on  horseback,  as  he  was  then 
just  going  to  do,  he  has  absolute  power  of  life  and 
death,  without  app^i^,  all  ioif  er  46air6  Und  its  neigh- 
bourhood.  He  stopt  our  traveller  just  at  the  thresh- 
old, and  asked  one  of  the  Bey's  people  who  he  was  ? 
and  was  answered,  "  It  is  Hakim  Engle^e;*' the 
glish  philosopher,  or  physician.  He  asked  Mr.  Brn^e 
in  Turkish,  in  a  very  polite  manner,  if  be  would  come 
and  see  him,  for  he  was  not  wcfl?  W$  answered  him 
in  Arabic,  "  Yes,  whenever  he  pleftsed,  but  could 
not  then -stay,  as  (le  hs«d  received  a  message  that  the 
Bey  wa«  .waiting."  He  replied  in  Arabic,  "  No,  no ; 
go,  for  God's  sake  go  :  any  time  Wilt  do  for  me." 

The  Bey  was  sitting,  leaning  forward,  with  a 
wax  taper  in  one  hand,  and  reading  a  small  slip  of 
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ft3Lpm\  which  he  bfelill  iclfii^^t©  Mt  face^  He  j^^tilt^d 
to  have  little  light,  or  weak  eyes;  nobody  was  neat 
him:  his  people  had  been  all  dismissed, or  were  fol- 
lowmg^  the  janissary  Aga  out.  Hi^  #i^  rt&t^ 
observe  Mr.  Bruce  till  be  was  close  upon  him ;  and 
started  wheahe  accosted  him  with  Salam/^  the  u^ual 
Mlutatton.  Jle  t^M  Irffla  Be  mm^b  tiptttt  Win  i^ei^ge. 
He  said,  I  thank  you,  did  I  send  for  you?'*  and 
without  giving  him  leave  to  reply,  went  on.  "  0  true, 
1  did  m^'  and  fall  to  reading  his  paper  again.  jLft^r 
this  was  over,  he  complamed  that  he  bad  been  ill, 
that  he  vomited  immediately  after  dinner,  though  he 
bad  eaten  tuMerateiy ;  that  his  stomach  was  not  yet 
settled,  and  hte^  was  afraid  something  had  been  given 
him  to  do  him  mischief.  Our  traveller  felt  his  pulse, 
which  was  low  and  weak ;  but  very  little  feverish, 
4^itbd  be  would  m^^f  hh  people  to  look  if  his 
meat  was  dressed  in  copper  properly  tinned.  He  as- 
sured him  he  was  in  no  danger,  and  insinuated  that 
thotig^hthe^hdd  been  guilty  of  stim6^l£ee«S  btffoi^e 
dinner;  at  which  the  Bey  smiled,  and  said  to  Risk 
who  was  standiiig  by*  Affite!  Afrite !"  he  is  a  devil! 
he  1$  a  devil 7  said,  « If  your  stomach 

is  really  uneasy  f[%^M  what  you  have  eateu,  warm 
^me  wateiv  and,  if  you  please,  put  a  little  green  tea 
into  it,  and  drink  it  till  it  makes  you  vomit  gently, 
and  that  will  give  you  ease ;  after  which  you  may  take 
a  dish  of  strong  coffee,  and  go  to  bed,  or  a  glass  of 
spirits,  if  you  have  any  that  are  good/'  At  this 
proposal  he  looked  surprized,  aftd  calt^y  replied  : 
"  Spirits  !  do  you  know  that  I  am  a  mussulman?*' — 
"  But  I  am  not,  Sir,'*  answered  our  traveller.  I 
tell  you  what  is  good  for  yotir  ^ttd.higfeve  tiothing 
to  do  with  your  religion  or  your  soul/'  •  He  seemed 
much  pleased  w'ith  this  frankness^  and  only  observed, 
fik  spe^k«  Me  a  intirt.^^  !P^fe5xt  tttortiing^  the  Bey*s 
secretary  came  to  Mr.  Bruce  at  the  convent,  and 
complained  that  his  master  was  not  yet  well ;  and 
still  entertained  apprehensions  that  he  had  been  poi- 
soned. 


rotted.  On  inquiring  how  the  water  had  operated, 
Risk^  replied  that  the  Bey  had  not  taken  any,  fettt 
that  he  had  come  by  his  desire  to  learn  how  it  was 
to  be  made.  Mr.  Bruce  immediately  showed  him ; 
tJti  which  he  modestly  insinuated  that  our  travelldiP 
was  to  drink  it  himself  and  vomit,  in  order  to  instruct 
him  how  to  act  with  the  Bey.  His  proposal  to  be 
feotli  i^tieht  attd'  pliysieiatt  al  th^ 
perfectly  agreeable,  and  Mr.  Bruce  told  the  secre- 
tary that  he  would  vomit  him,  which  would  answer 
tihe  purpose <j^llftsthiction  just  as  well;  but  this  offer 
was  not  atJifirefited.  The  Greek  priest^  lifter <3feiis- 
topher,  coming  in  at  the  moment,  they  agreed  to  make 
the  experiment  on  him;  but  he  would  not  consent  to 
this,  Ettd  ps^dttfeed  a  young  motiky  whofjl  they  ferced 
to  take  the  water  whether  he  would  or  not. 

As'Mr.  Bruce's  favour  with  the  Bey  was  now  esta- 
Mished  by  frequeiit  interviews,  he  thought  of  fear- 
ing his  solitary  mansion  at  the  convent.  He  requested 
the  Bey's  secretary  to  procure  his  peremptory  let- 
ters of  recommendation  to  Shekh  Haman,  to  the  go- 
VBfn&tMSfeney  1  brinks  alid  Deir,  in  Upper  Egypt^ 
He  procured  also  the  same  from  the  janissaries,  to 
these  three  last  places,  as  their  garrisons  are  from 
that  body  at  €fe!ro  ^Mch  tbey  call'  tkeii*  Porh 
had  also  letters  from  Ali  Bey,  to  the  Bey  of  Suez,  to 
the  SherriiFe  of  Mecca,  to  the  JV^ybeTso  they  call  the 
Sovereign)  of  Masuah,  and  to  the  King  of  Sennar, 
and  his  minister  for  the  time  being.  At  lengllt  hav- 
ing obtained  all  his  letters  and  dispatches,  as  well 
from  the  patriarch  as  from  the  Bey,  he  set  about  pre- 
paring for  his  journey. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Nile,  from  Cairo,  is  Geeza; 
ajid  about  eleven  miles  beyond  this  place  are  the  py- 
ramids, called  the-p^ran^ 

tion  of  which  is  in  every  body's  hands.  Engravings 
of  them  had  been  published  in  England,  with  plans 
of  them,  upon  a  large  scale,  two         i^efore  Mr, 
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Thquglits  ^OliceimiiDg  the  origin  of  these  pyraiiaids. 

i^ati^sofl,  C0*isiildf  Micej  mhom  drawings  they  were. 
He  it  was  too  who  discovered  the  small  chamber 
above  the  landing  place,  after  you  ascend  throughr 
the  long  gallery  of  the  great  pyramid  Oiityour  left 
hand,  and  he  left  the  ladder  by  which  he  ascended, 
fpr  the  satisfaction  of  other  travell^rSf  But  there 
is  nothing  in  tlm  dliamber  further  vrorthy  of  notice, 
than  its  having  escaped  discovery  so  many  ages. 

It  is  very  singular,  that  for  such  a  time  as  these 
pyramids  have  been  known,  travellers  were  content 
rath:0lp  follow  the  report  the  ancienti^;  iMkUti  to 
make  use  of  their  own  eyes :  yet  it  has  been  a  con- 
stant belief  that  the  stones  composing;  these  pyra- 
mids have  beeft  brought  from  tfee  Libyatl  iiaotintams, 
though  any  one  who  vvill  take  the  pains  to  remove 
the  sand  on  the.  south  side,  will  find  the  solid  rock 
there  hewn  into  steps.  In  the  roof  of  the  large 
chamber,  where  the  sarcophagiit'^nds,  as  also  in 
the  top  of  the  roof  of  the  gallery,  as  you  go  up  into 
that  chamber,  you  see  lar^e  fragments  of  the  rock^ 
.alfording  m  nmti!mmeM4  ptmt^  that  those  pyra- 
mids were  once  huge  rocks,  standing  where  they  now 
are ;  that  some  of  them,  the  most  proper  from  their 
^kmt^  irere  ehoseii  from  the  body  Oi^  the  pyramid, 
mad  tite  others  hewn  into  stapSi.  to  iserve  for  the 
f  perstructure,  and  the  exterior  parts  of  them.* 

Mr.  Bruce  having  now  provided  every  thing  ne- 
cessary, and  taken  rather  a  melancholy  leave  of  his 
very  indulgent  friends,  who  had  great  apprehensions 
that  he  and  his  companions  would  never  return ;  and 
fearing  th^t  ttreir  gtajr  till  fhe  ¥#rf  ^sx^eis^e  Ii€#8 
were  past  might  involve  them  in  another  difficulty, 
th|it  of  missing  the  Etesian  winds^^  he  secured  a  boat 
to  carry  them  to  Furshout,  the  r^i^0tt^«^^^ 
the  Ehekh  of  X^pp^  Mgypt,  Ili&  sort  of  vassd  is 


*  This  iq^^^Ol^f  of  Mr.  Bruce's  d^sptlMr  ftr  H  is  yfe}\  knQWA 
,  lhat  large  ^tmi^  "^^  used  ia  ^1  t^ipAt  1%J^1^^ 
.sndihat  tliele  "li^ire  0ft^^^  jb^roiight  fi^nra  0QXisidei^^l0  43^^^^ 


called  a  Canja,  and  is  one  of  the  most  commodious 
Bsed  on  any  river,  being  safe,  and  exped^<^ilS  at. 
the  same  time,  though  at  first  sight  it  has  a  strong 
appearance  of  danger.  That  on  which  they  em- 
1>*tffeied  "Wm  afediit  1(50  f^efe  #0111  stem  tdstetit;  With 
two  masts,  main  and  foremast,  and  two  monstrous 
Latine  sails,  the  main-sail  yard  being  alfiojat  120 
^et  in  length. 

■^^  A  certain  kind  of  robber  peculiar  to  the  Nile  is 
constantly  on  the  watch  to  rob  boats,  in  which  they 
suppose  the  crew  are  off  their  guard.  They  general- 
ly approach  th#  itoat  when  it  is  calm,  ^ithei*  swiBQr^ 
raing  under  water,  or  when  it  is  dark,  upon  goat 
skins  i  after  which  they  mount  with  the  utmost  si- 
l^e^,  aitd  ial^  away  whatever  tfee^  cian  lay  their 
hands  on.  They  are  not  very  fond^  it  seems, 
meddling  with  vessels  in  which  they  see  Franks  or 
Bnropeans,  because  by  them  some  have  been  wound- 
ed with  fire-arms.  The  a^mpts  am^ttiferally  made 
when  you  are  at  anchor,  or  under  weigh,  at  night, 
in  very  moderate  weather ;  but  more  commonly  wheij 
yoa  ar^ftllii^dowit  fhr«tifeam^ivi^^  fdi? 
it  requires  strength,  vigour,  and  skill,  to  get  aboard  a 
vessel  going  before  a  brisk  wind ;  though  indeed  they 
ar6  abniidantly  provMeii  with  all  these  requisites. 

It  was  the  12th  of  December  when  they  embark- 
ed on  the  Nile  at  Bulac,  on  board  the  Canja.  At 
first  Mr.  Bruce  had  the  precaution  to  apply  to  his 
friend  Risk  concernins^the  captaitt  Hap  Has^ti 
Abou  Cuffi,  and  obligel^him  to  give  his  son  Maho- 
met in  security  for  his  good  behaviour.  There  wag 
ttOtbitif  f hat  l^g^iio  much  d^s^r^  as  to  be  at  some 
distance  from  Cairo  ;  as  incivility  and  extortion^ 
always  attend  you  m  tjii^  d^te^t^ble  country  yshm  ^ 
you  iEtre  aboiut  to  leave  it. 

The  wind  being  contrary,  they  were  obliged  to 
advance  against  the  stream,  by  having  the  boat 
drawn  with  a  rope.  They  advanced  a  few  miles  by 
iMs^a  c#if eii!^  of^  X^hts^  tailed  B^i*^^  jf^ 


-tiSMeif^ly  Interview 

they  stopped  to  pas&  ifee  iflig^ilf,  having  had!  t  fttoi^ 
view  of  the  pyramids  of  Geeza  and  Saraca,  and 
beijag  then  io  sight  of  a  prodigious  mimber  of  o,thers 
Tbmit  <>f  'alid  |ti etching  far  into  th^  de- 

sert tb  ihfr  south  west,  fmo  of  theSiiSftBmed  full 
as  large  as  those  that  are  called  the  pyramids  of 
Geeza.  One  of  them  was  of  a  very  extraordinary 
form  ;  it  se#^M  as  if  it  had  been  intended  at  first 
to  be  a  large  one,  but  that  the  builder's  art  or  means 
had  failed  him,  and  that  he  had  brought  it  to  a 
inef y^  iafeslia^fl  dispropoftidtied  h&ki  at  last^ 

On  the  side  of  the  Nile,  opposite  to  their  boat,  a 
little  further  to  the  south,  was  a  tribe  of  Arabs  en- 
campe^St*  'I'bele  were  subject  to  Cairo,  or  were  theil 
at  peace  with  its  gov  ernment.  They  are  called  How- 
adat,  being  a  part  of  the  Atouni,  a  large  tribe  that 
possesses  the  Isthmus  of  Suez,  and  from  that  go  up 
petWfefeitt  the  Red  Sea  and  the  mountains  thatboiitid 
the  east  part  of  the  Valley  of  Egypt.  They  reach  to 
thelengthof  Cosseir,  where  they  border  upon  another 
large  inbec^^^'Afebdif^  wMeh^xtettdsfrdia  thfeister 
lip  to  Nubia.  Both  these  are  whsi-t  were  anciently 
called  Shep/i^rds.  md  are  constantly  at  war  with  each 
other.  Sortte  of  these  people  straggled  down  to  the 
boat  to  beg  tobacco  and;  ^jolfee,  ajid  two  of  them 
went  on  board.  Mr.  .  Bruce  recollected  that  when  in 
Barbary  he  had  lived  with  the  tribe  of  Noile,  who 
w^r^'  df  the^fi«a#^^  m  the  HdWa^t,  atid  this 
circumstance  soon  led  to  a  friendship,  with  the  lat^ 
ter,  who  insisted  on  tetchittg  one  of  their  S^hekhs* 

The  d^s*     Kjasfer  ot  tlii&  boat  had  not  yet  amde 
I  bis  appearance  ;  and  Mr.  Bruce  determiiia^  to  en- 
gage their  people  to  perform  -  a. piece  of  service,  to 
which  they  readily  offered  themselves.   He  desired 
that  early  next  taoraiiig^  th^^  have  a  horse 

and  a  boy  in  readiness  to  carry  a  letter  to  Ali  Bey's 
secretary  ;  but  no  sooner  were  they  gone  on  shore,! 
1km  me  of  the  boat's  crev|^  stale  off  oii^  f#t^,  and  be- 
iat^-^^  jpar  Jfcray^ier  mm  awa]k^#     Jtlie  arrival 


The  Sbekh  of  tl^BA^i|^.4«^p4s  |ltl^>  Srvce  in  his^tnteb^ 


6fm  Wts^ei'Mimi  C^  l^a1ion&et^^  'rh» 

former  was  intoxicated,  though  a  sberriffe,  a  hagi, 
aj^ndh^lf  a  saint  besides,  who.^aa  he  himself  asserted, 
iifeVfe*  tftiSted  '&tittieto^  The.  aon  . was  greatly 

terrified.,  He  said  he  should  have  bee^  impa]:^  hs^ 
the  messenger  arri  ved  , and  declared  he  .would  riot  rtiiii 
the- risk  of  being  surety  ,  and  of  going  back' to  Cairo 
to^ftlis^j^forhisfather'sfaults,  lest,  one  day  or, other, 
on  some  complaint  of  that  kind;  lie  should  be  itafceni 
out  of  his  bed  ,an4  b^jStinaded:  to  death,-'., without 
kaowmg  for  i»!h*ft  dlfie^e^i  An  'stlt^cation;  endued  ; 
thefatherdeclined  remaining  behindfor  pretty  much 
the  same  reasons,  and  atlength  they  a^gjeed  that  both 
should  go  the  voyage,  and  that  one  the  Moor  ser- 
vants in  the  boat  should  return  to  Cairo  to'ifetch  Mm-^ 
homet's  clothes,  while  his  father  stept  himsself  sober. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Bruce  bargained  with*  the 
Shekh  of  the  Hl^^Sidat  toi  fuit^  Jbim  ii!ith^oi^i^it<»' 
go  to  Metraheny,  ' or  iMohannan,".  whei:el:oiice  he 
said  had  stood  Mimf,  a- large  city,  the  capital  ,  of  ajU 
Egypt.  All  thia  wias  exeeat^  with  .great  .sttcc^C 
Early  in  the  morningUhe  Shekh  of  the  Howadat  had 
passed  at  Miniel,  where  there  is  a- ferry,  the' Mle 
being  very  deep  :  and  attended  our  travell^r,.^  with 
five  l|dcs(e|]9mand/a  spare  horse^&tf' himself^  ^^^liii^ 
traheny,  ^south  of  Miniel,  where .  there  is  a  great 
plantattQi)  of  palm  trees,  ;i  drv?  -it  f  -  f  i  -.^riii  : 
)  Oil  IfHe^^th*  %-^fe^tnciriiing  about  eight  ^clavk, 
Qur  traveller  let  out^their  vast  sails,  land  passed  a 
Tery  ciptnsiderahle  yiUs^  csilled  Turra,  on  the  ;east 
sideof  thejriyer,  Shekh^A'tman,  inasmallvik 
lage,  consisting  of  about  thirty  houses  on  the  w  est. 
The  Nile)>Here  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  ; 
and  there  cannot,  bej  the  ^sn^allest  donbt,  in  any 
person  dispose  to 'I»e^c#iivince4»  thatfffcfe  isJbj^^ 
tery.far  the  narrowest  part  of,  Egypt  yet  seen ;  for 
it  ia  certainly  less  than  half  a  mile  betweai'^e  foot 
4f  ^il^<»||^|i  ii|^  tke  pby^  'lo  v 
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tit  Mohaiiiiaii,  GUI' travellers  had  a  fair  view  ofthfe 
pyramids  at  Geeza,  which  lie  in  a  directioii  nearly 
S.  W.  They  saw  threp  large  granite  pillars  S.  W. 
of  Mbhaiitiatt,  an^  a  piece  of  a  broken  chest  or  cis- 
tern of  granite ;  but  no  obelisks,  dqr^i^ties  with  hiero- 
glyphics, and  they  thought  the  greatest  part  of  the 
ruins  seemed  to  point  that  way,  or  more  southerly. 
Th^e,  their  conductor  said,  were  the  rttifeitof  Mimf, 
the  ancient  seat  of  the  Pharaohs,  Kings  of  Egypt, 
adding  that  there  was  another  Mimf,  far  down  in  th? 
Delta,  hy  which  he  ttteant  Menouf,  belo¥fl%i^e, 
and  Batnel  Bacara.  Mr.  Bruce  returned  with  his 
guide,  perceiving  now  that  he  could  obtain  no  further 
intelligence  in  the  sands.  Mr.  Bruce  saw  great 
numbers  of  hares,  and  was  told  by  his  guide:,  thM 
if  he  would  go  and  accompany  him  to  a  place  near 
Faioume,  he  might  kill  half  a  boat  load  of  them  in  a 
day,  aiid  antelopes  likewise,  for  h©  knew  ^ere  to 
procure  dogs.  Meanwhile  he  invited  our  traveller 
to  shoot  at  them  there,  which  he  did  not  choQse  to 
(ffc^,  but  passed  Tery  quietly  afnong  the  date  ti-ees,-" 
wishing  to  avoid  rather  than  to  excite  curiosity. 

AH  the  people  in  the  date  villages  seemed  to  be 
pi  a  yellower  ani^  more,  sickly  colour  than  any  our 
irayeller  had  semi  besides,  «hfey  had  an  ina- 
nimate, dejected,  grave  countenance,  and  seem^ 
rather  to  shun  than  wish  for  any  conversation. 
.  It  was^near  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
they  returned  to  their  boatmen.  By  the  way  th^y 
met  one  of  their  Moors,  w#)  told  them,  that  they 
febd'  dratWn  np  tliti  boat  opposite  to  the  northern 
|»oint  of  the  palm-trees  of  Metraheny. 

The  wind  was  fair  and  fresh,  rather  a  little  on 
their  beam ;  when,  in  great  spirits,  they  hoisted  their 
main  stnAfe«e^H^ leaving  the  point  of  Metraheny. 
They  saw  the  pyramids  of  Saccara  still  S.  W.  of 
them ;  several  villages  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  but 
feif  i^aor  aadinti^Me  ;  part  of  the  gronnd  mM^ 
%ast«ide  hsd  b^eawerfliawed,  yetwasnot  sown  j  a 


Singiaai'  mode  offiithfng  lidoptediby  Ifaeliffiib^nts  tteaif-  Citiro. 

proof  of  the  oppression  and  distress  the  husband- 
liian  suffers  in  tne  lid^hbourhood  of  Cairo,  1^6: 
avarice  and  disagreement  of  the  different  oiBcei%  of 
that  motley  incomprehensible  government. 

AfterMifing^«bdtitfwo  miles,  they  sairihrdeiiseii 
fishing  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  and  situation. 
They  wejre  on  araft  of  jjalm  branches,  supported  on 
ttjidatof  i^ayjNrfs  1^^      fast  together.  The  form  was 
triangQlar,  like  the  face  of  a  pyramid ;  two  men, 
each  provided  with  a  casting  net,  stood  at  the  two 
comers,  and  threw  their  net  into  the  stream  toge- 
ther ;^tli^  third  stood  at  the  third  com^Tj  which  was 
foremost,  and  threw  his  net  the  moment  the  other 
two  drew  theirs  out  of  the  water.    This  they  repeat- 
M  hirberfecl  time,  and  With  suy'pftfsing  regularity. 
The  Rais  thought  our  travellers  wanted  to  buy  fish, 
and  letting  go  his  main-sail,  ordered  them  on  board 
with  a  great  tone  of  superiority.    They  were  in  a 
moment  alongside ;  and  one  of^em  went  on  board, 
lashing  his  miserable  raft  to  a  rope  at  their  stern.  In 
recompence  for  their  trouble,  Mr.  Bruce  gave  them 
some  mi^  pi^c^of  UhssdSQ,  laiitt  thit  iraiispbrt^d 
them  so  much,  that  they  brought  him  a  basket  of  se- 
veral different  kinds  offish,  all  small,  excepting  one 
laid  m  the  lop  ttf  tfe^^^basket,  which  was  a  clear  sal- 
mon-coloured fish,  silvered  upon  its  sides,  with  a 
shade  of  blue  upon  its  back.    It  weighed  about  1  Olb. 
and  was  most  excellent,  being  perfectlv^rm,  and 
white  like  a  perch.    Thei?6  areigCftoe  Of  Sris  kifid  Of ' 
70lb.  weight.     Mr.  Bruce  examined  their  nets ; 
they  were  ra^ther  of  a  smaller  circumference  than  our 
casting  n€fc#  in  England ;  the  weight,  as  far  as  he 
could  guess,  rather  heavier  in  proportion  than  ours, 
the  thread  that  composed  them  being  smaller.  He 
cottld  not  su£lelentty  admire  their  success,  in  a  vio- 
lent stream  of  deep  water,  such  as  the  Nile;  for  the 
yiveac  was  at  least  twelve  feet  deep  where  they  were 
fisjhjug,  and  the  current  very  strong.    These  fishers 
^  ^k«M«iBirttceupon  l^^aft^ 


The  travellers  arrive  at  Halouan  and  Woodan. 

teacb.him  their  method  ;  but  his  curiosity  went  not 
fiir,  They  said^theii'  fishi ng  was  merely  acciden- 
4:al,  and  in  course  of  their  trade,  which  was  selling^ 
these  earthen  jars  which  they  procured  near  Ashiuou- 
iiein ;  and  afterliaving  carried  the  raft  with  them  to 
CairOi  they  untie,  sell  them' at  the  w^k^%^^^ 
the  produce  home  in  money,  or  in  necessaries,  upon 
their  backs.  A  very  poor  ceponomical  trade,  but 
iSuffideht^  they  saiaj  fretfi  the  carriage  oiF^ra^e 
materials,  the  moulding,  making,  and  sending  them 
to  market,  to  Cairo,  aji4  to  difieren|t  p^ces  in  th^ 
Delta,  to  afford  occupatiott  to  two  tboitigand  men. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  cameto 
the  point  of  an  island  ;  there  were  several  villages 
with  date  trees  on  both  sides  of  them  ;  the  ground 
mm  %*erioWfed  by  the  Nile,  arid  mtM^ated/  ^& 
<!urrent  was  very  strong  here.  They  then  came  to 
Haloiian,  an  island  now  divided  into  a  number  of 
ismall  ones,  by  calishes  being  cut  through  it,  and, 
utider  different  Arabic  names,  they  still  reach  very 
far  up  the  stream. '  Mr.  Bruce  landed  to  see  if  there 
%fere  remains  of  the  olive-tree  which  Strabo  says 
gr^mr  here,  bitfe  "without  success.  Our  trafsHer 
imagined,  however,  that  there  had  been  such  a 
tree  ;  because  opposite  to  one  of  the  divisioiis  into 
whicli  tlim  ]arge  island  it  tim&^ttv  4Mf6  wks  ^  Til- 
lage called  Zeitoon,  or  the  Olive  Tree. 

Pnthe  15th  of  December,  the  \^eather  being  near* 
l^caim,  they  left  the  iiorth  end  *f  the  islaiid^ 
course  was  due  sotttb;  the  lihe  of  the  river ;  and  thr^fi 
iiiiles  farther  they  passed  Woodan,  and  a  collection 
of  villages,  all  going  by  that  name,  upon  the  east, 
Thegroiind  is  all  cultivated  about  this  village,  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  which  is  liot  above  four  miles; 
biit  it'is 'full  eight  on  the  west,  all  overflowed  and 
%Dwn.  "The  N^^^  and  narroir, 

hot  exceeding  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  and  threB 
feet  deep,  owing,  as  is  supposed,  to  the  resistance 
inade  by  the  island  in  the  middle  of  the  current* 


Jtppearance  of  the  lam^  iii  ite^Kife.^  ^ 

the  sand  brought  down  by  the  stream.  The  moun- 
tains here  coHie  down  till  within  two  miles  of  Suf 
*tWdodan,  fbf  S6 f iil^  They  were 

told  there  were  some  ruins  to  the  westward  of  this, 
but  only  rubbish,  neither  arch  nor  column  standing. 
^  The  wind  still  freshening,  they  passed  several  vil- 
il^ges  on  each  side,  all  surrounded  with  palm-trees, 
verdant  and  pleasant,  but  conveying  an  idea  of 
sameness  and  want  of  variety,  such  as  every  travel- 
ler itittst  hk¥e  Ml  i??bo  1^  milM  in  the  placid, 
muddy,  green-banked  rivers  in  Holland.  The 
Nile,  however,  is  here  full  a  mile  broad, i the  water 
deep,  and  the  earrent  strong.  The  wind  seemed 
*fo^be  exasperated  by  the  resistance  of  the  stream, 
and  blew  fresh  and  steadily,  as  in4eeditgeneraU|r 
does  where  the  current  is  violent. 

They  passed  with  great  velocity  Nizelet  £mba- 
rak,  Cubabac,  Nizelet  Omar,  Racca  Kibeer,  then 
Racca  Seguier^  and  came  in  sight  of  Atfia^  a  lar^e 
Tillage  id  SiOtne^fetatttei  itriea  tlfe^Me ;  all  Mie  Val- 
ley here  was  green,  the  palm  groves  beautiful,  and 
the  Nile  deep.  Still  it  was  not  the  prospect  that 
pleases  ;  for  the  whole  ground  that  was  sown,  to 
the  sandy  ascent  of  the  mountains,  was  but  a  nar- 
row strip  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and 
the  mountains  themselves,  which  here  began  to  have 
B^mM^t^  deg^e  #f  elev&iiott,  aiid  wMel^bdid^^ 
this  narrow  valley,  were  white,  gritty,  sandy,  and 
uneven;!  and  perfiectly  destitute  of  all  manner  of 
verdtii^  Jt^ltMl  very  calm,  they  cametdi>r  |fe 
night  above  Racca  Seguier,  where  the  Nile  dividias^ 
The  'Rais  begged  leave  to  go  to  Comadreedy,  a 
ismall  village  on  the  west  bank,  as  he  said,  to  meet 
his  wife,  but  as  Mr.  'Bruce  imagined,  to  divert 
himself  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  done  the 
night  before  he ^left^ Cairo.  'He  put  on  his  black; 

of  v^^acit  W  ^wd  he  ki4  blSOTight  i^^me 
^3  ,  it 


^^sit^ceof  an  Arab  in  Mr.  Bruce. 

t^veikFboiidtir  in  fefe  voyiage.  Mr;  Bjt^uce  thanked 
him  for  his  consideration,  but  asked,  why,  as  he 
was  a  sheriffe,  he  did  not  wear  the  green  turban  of 
Mahoiaiet.  ^hat,  he  replied,  was  only  a  t)ie]||iat 
upon  strangers  ;  many  who  wore  green  turbans  were 
very  great  rascals ;  but  he  was  a  saint,  which  was 
better  than  a  sherriffe,  and  was  known  as  such  all 
over  the  world,  whatever  colour  of  turban  he  wore, 
or  if  he  had  none  at  all.  He  promised  to  be  back  ear- 
ly in  the  morning,  and  to  bring  with  him  a  fair  wind. 

They  kept,  as  usual,  a  very  good  watch  all  nighty 
which  passed  without  disturbance.  Next  day,  the 
17th,  was  exceedingly  hazy  in  the  morning,  thougli 
it  <A^ed  abotrt  l^ii  o'clock.  It  was,  however,  suf- 
ficient to  show  the  falsity  of  the  ab^gf  vation  of  an  au- 
thor, who  says,  that  the  Nile  emits  no  fogs ;  and  in 
the  couree  of  the  voyage  they  often  saw  other  exani- 
pl^J^of  the  fallacy  of  this  assertion.  In  the  afternoon 
the  people  were  gone  ashore  to  shoot  pigeons,  and 
Mr.  Bruce  remained  on  board  arranging  his  jour- 
nal, when  he  was  surprised  by  the  ettti^toe<§  tif 
Howadat  Arab,  to  whom,at  the  request  of  the  shekh, 
he  had  promised  his  protection,  and  a  passage  to 
Ketiae  tJp|rei-  Egypt.  T^^is  maii  sat  dawn  close 
to  Mr.  Bruce,  who  inquired  what  he  wantM.  Il6 
would  have  kissed  our  traveller's  hands,  saying, 
am  under  your  protection.''  He  then  pulled  out  $t 
fagfrom  within  his  girdle,  and  saidlhlit  he  had  Sdved 
its  contents  to  carry  him  to  Mecca,  whither  he  was 
going ;  that  one  of  Hassan's  servants  had  been  feel- 
ing for  his  maney  the  night  before,  wfeen  lie  tMoiifiii 
him  asleep ;  and  that  he  was  afraid  the  hmfmeii 
would  rob  and  throw  him  into  the  Nile.  This  trea- 
sure, wiiiclk  atndtttited  to  tdmfetfaing  more  than  three 
guineas,  he  requested  Mr.  Bruce  to  keep  for  him  till 
they  should  separate.  But  what  security  have  you,'' 
asked  the  latter,  that  I  do  not  rob  you  of  this,  and 
^et  you  thrown  into  the  Nile  some  night  ?"  *^.N0f 
^p,"  replied  he, that  I  ^now  }s  inapoMiWe.  I  haire 
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neriBt  Ibmifi  able  to  sleep  since  1  spoke  to  you:  do 
with  me  ytkkt  you  please,  and  with  my  money  too ; 
only  keep  me  out  of  the  hands  of  those  murderers." 
**Well,  well,"  replied  Mr.  Bruce,  now  you  have 
got  rid  o€  ymir  money  you  are  safe,  and  you  shall 
be  my  servant ;  lie  before  the  door  of  my  dining- 
room  all  nighty  they  dare  not  hurt  a  hair  of  your 
head  whileT  am  nlivii^f 

The  pyramids,  Miiich  had  been  on  their  right 
hand  at  different  distances  since  they  passed  tb^ 
Saccara,  terminated  here  in  Oiie  of  a  very  singular 
construction.  About  two  miks  froKi  the  Nile,  be- 
tween Suf  and  Woodan,  there  is  a  pyramid,  which 
at  first  sight  appears  all  of  a  piece ;  it  is  of  unbaked 
bri6k#^  m4  pek^lf  entite  5  thef nlbtbMifiila^eatll  it 
the  false  pyramid.  The  lower  part  is  a  hill  exactly 
shaped  like  a  pyramid  for  a  considerable  height. 
tJpoto  this  is  continued  tlir^^  ttt|ti&r8t3^ii#tifr#  in  pro- 
portion till  it  terminates Hke a pyrainid  above;  and, 
at  a  distance,  it  would  require  a  good  eye  to  dis- 
cern the  difference,  for  the  face  of  the  stone  has  a 
great  resembkl^0  ttr  icl^y^  of  which  tfe^  ^^rt^ttiM 
the  Saccara  are  composed. 

The  18th,  about  eight  in  the  morning,  they  pre- 
pared to  get  0^  thdr  way ;  the  i^ritid:  Was^t^ltttj-^^^ 

*  south.  Mr.  Bruce  asked  the  Rais,  who  had  return- 
ed in  the  night,  where  the  fair  wind  wag  which  he 
had  promised  to  bring.  He  replied,  tbfett  his  wife 
had  quarrelled  with  him  all  night,  and  would  not 
give  him  time  to  pray  :  "  therefore,"  added  he  with 
a  very  droll  face,     you  shall  see  me  do  all  that 

•^^an  be  done  by  a  saint  on  thi^ofeieaBion/'    "  What 
is  that?"  inquired  Mr.  Bruce.    "Why,"  replied 
he,  making  another  droll  face,  *'it  is  to  draw  thie 
bjr  the  rope  till  the  wind  ttiif^ns^  iMtJ* 
After  passing  Comadreedy,  the  Nile  is  again  di- 
vided by  another  fraigroentof  the  island^  and  inclines 

*  little  lo  4h€i  w^8|«i^»a.^  On  thte  m0  U  tiue  village 


longing  to  it,  and  on  that  account  a  deserted  appesKr^ 
ance ;  but  the  wheat  upon  the  banks  was  five  inchm 
high,  and  more  advanced  than  any  they  had  yet  seen. 
The  mountains  on  the  east  side  came  down  to  the 
baakt  crf  the  Nile,  were  b«*%  white,  and  sandy ;  and 
there  was  on  this  side  no  appearance  of  villages.  The 
river  here  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  or  some- 
thing  more.  It  should  seem  it  was  the  J^tigyrdpom 
Civitas  of  Ptolemy;  but  neither  night  nor  day  could 
Mr,  Bruce  get  an  instaiit  for  observation,  on  account 
df^fitttwhite  cldtids,  which  confused  {for  they  scarcely 
could  be  said  to  cover)  the  heavens  continually. 

They  now  passed  a  convent  of  Cophts,  with  a 
small  plantation  of  palms ;  a  miserable  building, 
with  a  dome  like  to  a  saint's  or  marbout's,  and 
standing  quite  alone.  About  four  miles  farther  wafe 
the  village  of  Nizelet  el  Arab,  consisting  of  miser- 
alifeliiiM*  Hig^#  b^s^  large^  ^MiiMions  of  sugar- 
canes,  the  first  they  had  yet  seen  :  the  people  were 
then  loading  boats  with  these  to  carry  them  to  Cairo. 
H*;  Mmce  pmmt^  imtii  them  as  tnariy  as  he  de- 
sired. The  canes  were  abo&t  tli  inch  and  a  quar- 
ter in  diameter ;  they  were  cut  in  round  pieces  about 
three  inches  long;  and,  after  having  been  slit,  they 
were  steeped  in  a  wooden  bowl  of  W*tt^^  1*hey  gitft 
a  very  agreeable  taste  and  flavour  to  it,  and  make 
it  the  most  refreshing  drink  in  the  world ;  whilst, 
by  ifflbMng  the  water,  the  canes  befeoatief  ^dre 
juicy,  and  lose  a  part  of  their  heavy  ckmmy  sweet- 
mess,  whicli  would  occasion  thirst.  Our  traveller 
was  sairprised  at  finding  this  plant  in  such  a  state  of 
perf(|Ctian  so  far  to  the  northward.  They  wef€ 
now  scarcely  arrived  in  lat.  29°,  and  nothing  could 
be  more  beautiful  and  perfect  than  these  canes. 

The  tmgm  of  sngar,  tebaeco,  red  pt^ddaj  <>r 
Cayenne  pepper,  cotton,  some  species  of  solanum, 
indigo,  and  a  multitude  of  other  yegetable  produc- 
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Crop*  cultivated  along  the  Nile. 

profit,  aitdcotein»i]^t€rii«^fa^  in  eaek 

part  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  to  those 
places  where  it  was  wantixig.  It  will  he  SQon  diflicolt 
t&  afttrib#e  i^h%  c^-taiMf  tb  eac^  qttarier  of  the 
world  the  articles  that  belong  to  it,  and  fix  upon  those 
few  that  are  common  to  all.  Even  wheat,  the  early 
produce  of  Egypt,  is  not  a  native  of  that  country.  It 
grows  under  the  line,  within  the  tropica,  SEii#  m 
far  north  and  south  as  we  know.  Severe  northern 
winters  seem  to  be  necessary  to  it,  and  it  tregetates 
vigor o&slj^  ill  Wo^i  mom.  feat  wtatat  ^came^ 
and  in  what  shape,  is  yet  left  to  conjecture. »  , 

Though  the  stripe  of  green  wheat  was  continued 
ItH  along  the  Nile,  it  was  interrupted  for  about  half 
a  mile  on  each  side  of  the  Coptic  convent.  ^Iie 
wretched  inhabitants  know,  that  though  they  may 
sow,  yet,  from  the  violence  of  the  Arabs,  they  shall 
neter  reap,  M^d  tBefi^efttf^rlfeatfe  flie  gronnd  imeulli- 
vated.  On  one  side  opposite  to  Sment,  the  stripe 
be|;aii  again,  and  continued  from  Sment  to  Mey- 
l^^d^s^^  fjf6mMey-MoombSB#- 
Huinliy  mim  mile  further.  In  this  small  stripe,  not 
above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  besides  wheat,  clo- 
ver was  sown,  which  they  call  Bersine,  and  cultivate 
in  tbie  ^me  manner  as  in  England.  They  next  piMS- 
sed  Boush,  a  village  on  the  west  side  of  the  Nile,  two 
miles  south  of  Shenuiah ;  and,  a  little  further,, B^ni 
All,  vrbere  thfey  sa#  fot  ^  tnittilte  the  tttdtt^taiiia^  ^ 
the  right  or  west  of  the  Nile,  running  in  a  liiie 
nearly  ^outh,  and  very  high.  About  fi^^ve  miles  from 
Boudb  Fs^  the  village  of  Maniareish  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  and  here  the  mountains  on  that  side  end. 
The  country  all  around  is  well  cultivated,  and  seem- 
ed to  be  of  the  utmost  fertility  ;^ the  inhabitants  vverq 
better  clothed,  and  seemingly  less  miseif^bl^  and  op- 
pressed, than  those  they  left  behind  in  the  places 
near  C^iro.   The  Nile  was  vevy  shallow  at  Beni 


Baha — Pigeon-houses  at  Etfa. 

an^Mt  m%  Baha,  aliBiit  m  qtmrtfei*  of  a  ftiil^  ahme  Bmi 
Suef,  where  they  passed  the  night.  They  were  told 
<o  keep  good  watch  here  all  nighty  that  there  were 
troops  of  rdblbm  on  the  east  of  the-walfe^^^^ 
had  lately  plundered  some  boats,  and  that  the  cachf^ 
either  durst  not,  or  would  not,  give  them  any  assist- 
lance.  They  indeed  kept  strict  watch,  but  saw  no 
robbers,  and  were  no  oth^e?  isiiy  molested. 

The  18th  they  had  fine  weather  and  a  fair  wi»d. 
Still  Mr.  Bruce  thought  the  villages  were  beggaily, 
and  the  eori^teiilif  gro^iaof  palm  trees,  s6^eife6tlfirei^ 
dant,  did  not  compensate  for  the  want  of  sown  land, 
the  narrowness  of  the  valley,  and  barrenness  of  the 
moutitains.  Ifi  Ihte  course  of  thtSrdgty  they  observed 
consid  erable  plantations  of  d ates, and  several  ofs dgar. 
canes,  which  the  people  were  just  then  cutting.  At 
Etfa,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Nile,  all  the  houses  have 
receptacles  for  pigeons  on  their  tops,  fit^flst  which  is 
derived  a  considerable  profit.  They  are  made  of 
earthen  pots  one  above  the  other,  occupying  the  upper 
fiteryi^tod  giving  the  Walts  of  th^tifitet^  A  lighter  anl 
more  ornamental  appearance.  They  arrived  in  the 
eyeniag  at  Zohora,  about  a  mile  south  of  Etfa.  It 
^a^lsted  of  three  plantations  of  dates,  ii  ve  iit^^ 
MinietKand  them  they  passe  Be^l^mom* 
ii^g  the  wind  was  so  high  that  they  scarcely  could 
carry  their  sails ;  the  current  was  so  strong  at  Shekh 
Temine,  and  the  violence  with  which  they  went 
through  the  water  was  terrible.  The  Rais  told  Mr. 
Bruce,  that  they  should  have  slackened  their  sails, 
if  it  hM'  iidt  beett,  thart,  s^feinghim  ettt^u^  Bbotttihfr 
construction  of  the  vessel  and  her  parts,  and  as  they 
were  iij  no  danger  of  stril^ing,  though  the  water  was 
low,  he  wantfed  to  show  hirfl  v^h#  &  co^ 
Bruc^  thanked  him  for  his  attention^  and  rallyii^ 
him  on  his  pretended  sanctity,  continued,  "  Never 
fear  the  banks;  for  I  know  that  if  there  is  one  in  the 
way,  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  bid  him  be  gon<^ 
audi  he  will  hurr^  to  ptie  si4e  immediately I  have 
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had  passengers,"  replied  the  Rais,  "  who  would  be- 
lieve that,  attdiilot^  than  that,  '#hS|i  I  l^iM  them  ; 
but  there  is  no  occasion,  I  see,  to  waste  milch  time 
with  you  in  speaking  of  miracles." 

They  passed  by  a  number  of  villages  on  the  wes- 
tern shore,  the  eastern  seeming  to  be  perfectly  un-, 
peopled :  first  Feshn6,  a  considerable  place  ;  then 
Miniet,  a  large  town,  which  had  been  fortified  to- 
wards the  water,  at  least  there  were  some  guns  there. 
A  rebel  Bey  had  taken  possession  of  it,  and  it  was 
usual  to  stop  here,  the  river  being  both  narrow  and 
rapid  ^  but  the  Rais  was  in  gi^at  spirits,  Ir^solr- 
ed  to  hold  his  wind,  as  Mr.  Bruce  had  desired  hico, 
and  nobody  made  them  an^^  signal  from  shore. 

Theyieaniet6  aiiril!3|6  esdliM  Bhodd,  whence  th^ 
saw  the  magnificent  ruins  of  the  ancient  city  of  Anti- 
nous,  built  by  Adrian.  Unluckily  Mr.  Bruce  knew 
nothing  of  these  ruins  when  he  left  Cairo,  and  had 
Mkm  no  pains  to  provide  himself  with  letters  of  re- 
commendation,as  he  could  easily  have  done.  He  ask- 
ed the  Rais  what  sort  of  people  they  were  ?  He  sai4 
tlmt  Ihe  tdwtt  waff  €offi|»dsed  of  very  bad  Tiiir^i^ 
very  bad  Moors,  and  very  bad  Christians;  that 
Several  devils  had  lately  becA  peen  among  them, 
iivho  Jiai  ine^di^Wered'bybferng  better  and  qui- 
eter ilxm  the  rest.  The  Nubian  geographer  informs, 
us,  that  it  was  from  this  town  Pharaoh  brought  hi» 
magicians,  to  compare  their  powers  with  those  of 
Moses ;  an  anecdote  worthy  that  great  hisldrfam 

Our  traveller  told  the  Rais,  that  he  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, go  ashore.  He  did  not  seem  to  be  fond  of 
expeditte  ;  but  hauling  in  his  main-sail,  and 
his  fore-sail  full,  stood  S.  S.  E.  directly  under  the* 
ruins.  In  a  short  time  they  arrived  at  the  landing 
place ;  the  banks  were  low,  and  they  brought  up  in  % 
kind  of  bight  or  small  bay,  where  there  was  a  stake  ; 
so  the  vessel  .touched  very  little,  or  rather  swung 
clear.  Abou'Cuffi's  son  Mahomet,  and  the  Arab^ 
went     ^m^r  ttHderpretettC^i*!  buying,  somepro? 


m^ttet^s  m  *;a^Miwi:4* 

Ruiiis  of  tke  city  of  Atitinons. 

visioii,  aud  to  see  how  the  land  lay ;  but  after  the 
cliasi^efer       hsii  ^cei«^tii  &i  tlie  4»h«ifettamt^j  all 
their  fire-arms  were  brooght  to  the  door  of  the  cabin. 
In  the  mean  time,  partly  with  his  naked  eye,  and 
partly  witlt  his  glass,  Mi^/Bf  tlc6       ^?lial^^^  con- 
template the  ruins  attentively,  which  filled  him  with 
astonishment  and  admiration.    The  columns  of  the 
angle  of  the  portico  were  standing  fronting  to  the 
north  part  of  the  tympanum,  cornice,  frieze,  and 
architrave,  all  entire,  and  very  much  ornamented  : 
thick  trees  hid  what  was  behind.  The  columns  were 
of  Ifoelat^^E^^aM  theeapitafeOortirtKi^ 
?md  to  all  appearance  entire.    They  were  probably 
of  white  Parian  marble ;  but  had  lost  the  extreme 
whiteness,  or. polish,  of  the  Antinons  at  Rome,  and 
were  changed  to  the  colour  of  the  fifhting  gladiator, 
or  rather  to  a  brighter  yellow.   He  saw  indistinctly 
also,  a  triumphal  arch,  or  gate  of  the  town,  in  the 
v^ry  satiia  style ;  and  sotoe  blocks  of  very  white 
shining  stone,  which  seemed  to  be  alabaster.  Mr. 
ijBruce,and  those  who  remained  .with him  in  the  boat, 
w^se  m  a  sudden  attsyrtiied  by  hearing  a  Tiolent  dfs^ 
pMte  between  the  two  who  went  on  shore  and  the  in- 
Imhitmt^,  V^on  this  the  Bai^  stripping,  clipped  off 
0ke  mpm  imm  iW^t^^  m^  ^Mmiiii' m  the  Moors 
struck  a  stroj^  perch  or  pole  littof he  river,  and  twist- 
ed the  rope  round  it.     They  were  in  a  bight  or  calm 
place,  so  that  the  stream  did  not  move  the  boat. 
Mahomet  and  the  Moor  presently  caiiie  in^si|^  f 
the  people  had  taken  Maihomet's  turban  from  him, 
and  they  were  apparently  on  ihe  very  worst  terms. 
IfaJfecifiDt^t  cried  to  out  traTellersl^atte  whole  ^ to 
was  coming,  and  getting  near  the  boat,  he  and  the 
P®or  jumped  in  with  great  agility.    A  number  of 
people  i^^^iassembled,  and  three  shots  werefired  in- 
to the  boat,  very  quiekly,  one  after  another.  vMr. 
iBruce  cried  out  in  Arabic,  ''Infidels,  thieves,  and 
jobbers!  come  on^  or  weisthall|)i?eM|itly. attack  you;'' 


with  small  pistol  bullets,  but  with  littk  elevation, 
among  the  busfees^  S<»  M1l^f  t&  touch  the  Tli^ 
three  or  four  men  who  were  nearest  fell  flat  upon 
their  faces,  and  slid  away  among  the  bushes  on  their 
bfellieg,  mod  iMf  m^^lk^  mbtB  them.  They  tkm 
put  their  vessel  into  the  stream,  filled  their  fore-sail, 
and  stood  off,  Msihomet  crying,  **Be  upon  your 
guard,  if  you  afe  mm  |  1i»e^  ^lf^  Sa^ 
and  will  come  for  the  tufbEft  to-mgbt*^  Mo^e  they 
neither  heard  nor  saw. 

They  were  no  sooner  out  of  the  reach  of  these  peo- 
plBf  than  the  Rais,  filling  his  pipe,  and  looking  very 
grave,  told  Mr.  Bruce  to  thank  God  that  he  was 
in  the  vessel  with  such  a  man  as  himself ;  as  it  was 
-dMUrg^  this  onl^^iat  tie  eiciajjedi  being  mtirdiBfed 
ashore.  Certainly  Hassan,"  said  Mr.  Bruce,  under 
<xod^  the  way  of  esc^^ing  from  being  inurdered  on 
landis'adv^r togd  iSiJt^^^^^^^^^  boat;  bat  doti't  you 
think  that  my  blunderbuss  was  as  effectual  a  protec- 
tion as  your  holiness  ?  Tell  me,  Mahomet,  what 
did  they  do  to  you  ?"  He  said,  they  had  not  seen 
the  boat  come  in,  but  1^  heard  of  them  ever  since 
they  were  at  Metraheny,  and  fcad  wailed  to  rob  or 
murder  them ;  that  upon  now  hearing  thej  were 
<!Oiiie,  they  bad  ^itl  ruti  td  fbeir  boufees  for  fbeit  a^ 
and  were  coming  down  immediately  to  plunder  the 
boat ;  upon  which  he  and  the  Moor  ran  off,  ancl 
being  inet  by  these  three  people,  and  the  boy,  oh 
the  road,  who  had  nothing  in  their  harud^^  one  of 
them  snatched  the  turban  off.  H^  likewise  addt^d, 
that  tliere  were  two  parties  in  the  town  •  one  in  fa- 
vour of  Ali  Bey,  the  other  friendly  to  a  rebel  3ey 
who  had  taken  Miniet;  that  they  had  fought  two  or 
three  days  ago  among  themselves,  and  were  going 
tofigbtMagdiii  6f  tMiJi  ba4#if  sttfl^^ 
to  their  assistance.  Hassan  and  his  son  Mahomet 
were  violently  exasperated,  and  nothinjg;  would  serve 

^0  guns  9tM  biiaad«pbttSi^s^iiMf  t    |ieoj^l^.  Bitt 
3  t 
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behid^^that  Mr*  Bruee^  imd  tm  iBdfriaticMi  6f  that 
kind,  he  Was  very  loth  to  frustrate  theattempts  of  some 
future  trav  eller,  who  might  add  this  to  the  great  re- 
ito<riBi^  efarcliitectufeialread  y  pr  penciL 
At  Rereraont  there  are  a  great  nmnber  of  Persian 
wheels,  to  draw  the  water  for  tlje  §Wgi^r  canes,  which 
belong  to  Christians.  Ttie  s^'l^liet  tlitts  brdu5>ht  up 
from  the  river  runs  down  tdr  tlie  plantations,  belovr 
or  behind  the  town,  after  being  emptied  on  the  banks 
above;  a  proof  that  here  the  descent  from  the  moun- 
tains is  not  ^aptm  fallacy,  as  a  fm'id^rwd?^  has 
asserted. 

They  passed  Asmounien,  probably  the  ancient 
l4tdp(^,  *  ferpf  tGWn:  ^hich  gives  ttB^e  i&  fbe 
province,  where  there  are  magnificent  ruins  of  Egyp- 
tian architecture;*  and  afterwards  came  to  Malavi^e^ 

*  M.  Savary  gives  the  following  reinarkiiWp  a€^  thm  t 

The  village  of  Asbmounem^  j^i*  mifet  tf^  tft^Hctrfh  Vvf  Meladuf, 
|$,:lffKi^Tkabl^  Amongst  the  heaps  of  rub- 

hikh  ilih  suirouiided  with,  you  admire  a  superb  portico,  that  has 
suffered  nothing  from  time.  It  is  one  hundred  feet  long  twenty- 
five  wide,  and  is  supported  by  twelve  cohimns,  which  have  only  a 
plain  fascia  by  way  of  capital.  Each  column  is  composed  of  three 
blocks  of  granite,  forming  in  all  sixty  feet  in  height^  twenty  •five 
in  circumference.  The  block  which  rests  upon  th^l^^:i$:  ^t^^t 
j^ownd^d,  mid -loaded  with  hieEpgly^W<?s,  whicjh.  ^ee  iiritjat  a 
pyrarifxrd/  Hie  tVd  6Qi#4  kt^  tfuted.  f  hef  cdlittfins  are  ten  feet 
distant  from  each  other,  except  the  two  middle  ones,  which,  serv- 
ing for  the  entrance,  leave  between  them  an  interval  of  fifteen  feet* 
Ten  enormous  ?)tones  cover  the  whole  extent  of  the  portico.  Over 
them  is  a  double  row-.  The  two  middle  ones,  which  rise  in  the 
ibm  a  {^diitii^ilts  Stti|m*sfthe  others  in  height  mi.  thickness. 
You  are  strucli  with  asi^miilfhnaetit  at  the  sig;h^pf  the^:#^ii§ige^of  ro^jks- 
that  the  art  of  man  h^itS  foiiind  means  tael^i^lile  ttr  tfee  h^^ 
feet*  The  frieze  which  goes  round  it  is  covered  with  hieroglyphics 
Vefy  Well  carved.  We  see  the  fif^ures  of  birds,  of  insects,  of  men  seat- 
ed, to  whom  others  seem  to  make  offerings,  and  different  sorts  of  ani- 
mals. This  is  probably  the  history  of  the  time,  the  place,  and  the 
deity  in  whose  honour  this  monument  was  raised.  The  pCirtic^ 
was  painted  red  and  blue  These  colours  are  effaced  in  many  place&i 
bul  tHe  lower  part  of  the  architrave,  which  surrounds  the  colonttad^^ 
ha&pr<^Tved^^Qj|dcpl^^  lively..  Iti^tNis^me^^wj^. 

the  ceiti^^  i%$^^^  pt  gptd  Bhine  upoa^ 


larger,  better  built,  and  better  inbabited,  thanA#^ 
mOMne'm,  the  residence  of  the  Cacheff, '  Mahona#!k 
Aga  was  there  at  that  time  with  troops  from  Cairo  ; 
he  had  taken  Miniet,  and,  by  the  friendship  of 
Shekh  Hamam,  the  great  Arab  g^ovemor  of  Upper 
Egypt,  he  kept  all  the  people  oil  that  gide  of  the 
river  in  allegiance  to  Ali  Bey. 

enough  to  meet  with  Mahomet  Aga,  to  whom  he  had 
been  recommended  while  at  Cairo  by  Risk;.  He  t^^ 

«#ived  htw^*^P  fj^omt^t^         a  ^etvm%^i^ 
h0pi^t%^  adfe^W  of  bra*»dhfic;and  ajar  oi^leincifmd 

and  oranges,  preserved  in  honey  ;  both  very  agree- 
able; likewise  a  lamb, and  some  garden  stuff.  Among 
the  swe^tijieats  was  some  horse-radish  jsres^yi^^ 

like  finger,  which '^rtmiilyf  thanib  it  laigfet 

  _   _  _  

quest-i^  fi^^  fcetiS ti«fther  the  elegance,  nor  the  purity  of 
the  Grecia!!  architecture ;  but  its  solidity,  which  it  seems  impossi- 
ble to  destroy,  its  awful  simplicity,  and  its  majesty,  command  ad- 
miration. What  ideas  must  we  entertain  of  the  temple,  or  the 
palace  of  which  this  announced  the  entry?  I  will  confess  that  one 
cannot  but  be  greatly  surprised  at  finding  amidst  Arabian  and  Tiir*^ 
kish  huts^  edifices  which  se^^m  to  have  been  the  works  of  genu, 
Thm  iintiqtnlty^  1^  ^^ed  fmm  the  rsiVBg€^ 

of  destructive  f^tiM^«tj,  ;^%iif>|^  wi^  Imprife^siott  of  ages^ 
they  impose  a  ^oH  iif  vefietetioft  dn  the  corttempktive  traveller. 
The  modern  Ej^yptians  behold  with  indifference  these  beautiful 
remains  of  antiquity^  and  suffer  them  to  subsist,  only  because  it 
would  be  too  expensive  to  destroy  them.  Superstition  and  igno- 
rance lead  them  to  imagine,  that  they  contain  treasures ;  accord- 
ingly they  do  not  permit  travellers  to  take  a  faitbfttl  flyawing  of 
them.  One  enppm^  me  ^  life  in,  makjqjj  tb^  .^tteiaij^..  4-  shall 
ri^late  to  you  w|^tMi%i^^4l<r  t^l^  urMst  he  was  ac(mir^ 

ing  the  beaut>  ^^tli^  |M>ft^^  "  Light  not  your 

**  censer,"  says  thfe  Arat  his  cohcluctor  gravely  to  him,  for  fear 
"we  should  be  surprised  in  the  fact,  and  that  we  sufft-r  for  it.'* — 
"  What  do  you  mean  ?  I  have  neither  censer,  nor  fire,  nor  incense." 
— "You  laugh  at  me;  a  stranger  like  you  would  not  come  here 
from  mere  curiosity/*  "  And  what  then  "  I  know  that  by  your 
"skill  you  are  acquainted  with  the  place  where  the Iff^sH? chest  full 
**oJf  gfijd  i^  hi^  which  our  fathers  left        If  your  censer 

WvfpiiMsoon  be  imagined  that  yoli  isatne  here  to  open  mt 
*^cheatby  yow        mt^$  md  mty  t^mt  ttmmm,'^ 


6ft  T^AVfetf  tist^^imiMtmM...  ^^ 

Tlie  acacm-tr^e— Rttins  of  Gawa* 

wholesoiTie,  was  tlie  feff  w>fst  ntuff  t^&t  taStie3, 
Mr.  Bruce  gave  a  good  square  piece  of  it,  well 
wrapped  in  honey,  to  the  Rais,  \y|iip  poughed  and 
s|)it  h^If  mitottr  after,  crying  he  was  poisoned. 

Tbey  passed  MolM,  a^mall  village  with  a  great 
number  of  acacia  trees  intermixed  with  the  planta- 
tions of  palms.  These  occasion  a  pleasing  variety^ 
not  only  from  the  difference  of  the  shape  of  thfelPe^» 
but  also  from  the  colour  of  the  diversity  of  the  o:reen. 
As  the  sycamore  in  Lower  Egypt,  so  the-^  acacia 
seems  to  be  the  otilf  tMe  indifenoiiB  in  theTh^feaJd. 
It  is  the  Acacia  vera^  or  Spina  Egyptiaca,  bearing  a 
round  yellow  flower.  From  the  male,  cailed  Saiel, 
is  ptc^eiired  tlie  ^tiFm  Arsbtiic  upote  ittcirfoH  with  an 
axe.  The  gum  cliiefly  comes  from  ArabiaJP^^tKiia^ 
wh^r^  these  trees  are  inost  numerous.  The  acacia  is, 
hew^var^  inhabitant  of  all  the  deserts,  from  the 
not^mmmosi  part  of  Arabia,  to  the  extremity  of 
Ethiopia  ;  and  its  leaves  afford  the  only  food  for 
camels  travelling  through  those  desolate  regions. 

On  the  20tbi  early  in  tbe  morning,  they  again 
set  sail,  Jind  passed  several  villages,  till  at  length 
they  reached  Siout,  where  the  wind  turned  directly 
South;  so  they  werfe  obliged  to  stay  at  Tima  tHt^ 
rest  of  the  20th,  where  Mr.  Bruce  went  on  shore. 
It  is  a  small  town,  surrounded  like  the  rest,  with 
groves  of  pallBtfeeSi  The  Nile  is  here  full  of  san- 
djrislands.  Thasa  that  the  inundation  first  leaves 
are  all  sown,  and  are  chiefly  on  the  east.  The 
others  on  •  the  west  were  barren  and  uncultivated  \ 
all  of  them  mostly  composed  of  saiidi 

The  21st,  in  the  morning,  they  came  to  Gawa, 
where  is  the  second  scene  of  ruins  of  Egyptian  archi- 
teetnte,  altfef  Mting  Ga;ip6;  Mr*  Brtoe^itaediat^r^^^^ 
went  on  shore,  and  found  a  small  temple  of  three 
columns  in  ftont,  with  the  capitals  entire,  and  the 
eolumiisin  several  separate  pieces.    They  seemed* 
by  that,  in  their  slight  pmportions,  to  be  of  the.' 
most  modertt  of  that  spede*  of  building;  buttb©' 


ivliaie  were  covered  with  liieroglyphics,  the  old 
story  i&f€r  again,  the  hawk  and  the  serpent,  th© 
man  sitting  with  the  dog's  head,  with  the  perch,  or 
measuring  rod  ;  in  one  hand,  the  hemisphere  and 
gl6tj€sN«dth.  wings,  and  leaves  of  the  'baEtsrfsc'  ti^e, 
as  is  supposed,  in  the  other.  The  temple  is  filled 
with  rubbish  and  dung  of  cattle,  which  the  Arabs 
drive  bifhei'  t6  shelter  them  ilroiii  the  heat. 

On  the  22d,  at  night,  they  arrived  at  Achmim. 
Mr.3ruce landed  with  his  quadrant  and  instruments, 
with  a  t|)&W  of  observing  an  eclipse  of  the  mr)oa  ;  but 
immedia^I^^after  her  rising,cloijd^aiid  mist  scr  efl^d^ 
tually  covered  the  whole  heavens,  that  it  was  not 
even  possible  to  catch  a  star  of  any  size  passing  the 
laeridiatt*  ^^ftkiift  l3.^4i$^dj&r^Me  p^^^  ^fee 

*  I  cannot  leave  Achmim,  says  M.  Savary,  without  telling  you 
of  a  serpent  which  is  the  wondet  of  the  country.  Upwards  of  a 
century  ago,  a  religious  Turk,  called  Schiek  Haridi,  died  h60^' 
He  passed  for  a  saint  among  the  M^hoinentsw  Thpy  raised  a  mo- 
nument to  him,  covered  with  a  cupotat^  afc  tfie  foot  Of  the  moun- 
tain, "Kje  pec^e  flocl^d  from  all  parts  to  oiFer  up  their  prayers  to 
ittrti  Phe  tfrtbdif  pf ifi»t8,  adroitly  profiting  by  their  credulity 
]^aiiaded  them  that  God  had  made  the  soul  of  Schick  Haridi  pass 
into  the  body  of  a  serpent.  He  had  taught  one  to  obey  his  voice. 
He  appeared  with  his  serpent,  dazzled  the  vulgar  by  his  surprfs^ 
mg  trick,  and  pretended  to  cure  all  disorders.  Some  Jiusky  instam 
ces  of  success  due  to  nature  aloe^  sometimes  la  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  patients,  gave  him  great  celebrity.  He  soon  confined 
hwaerpwit  Ufindi  to  the  tomb,  producing  him  only  to  oblige  prin- 
rasi  9iid  pfifteiiS  capable  of  giving  him  a  handsome  recompence 
Th6  successors  of  this  priest,  brought  up  in  the  same  principle* 
found  no  difficulty  m  giving  sanction  to  so  advantageous  an  error' 
They  added  to  the  general  persuasion  of  his  virtue,  that  of  his 
immortality.    They  had  the  boldness  even  to  make  a  public  proof 

-I  1    ^"Pf*  P'®*^^^    presejKse  of  th#  Emir,  and 

pliMsed  for  two  hoittt  ^tpder  a  vase.  At  th#  frittaftt  of  lifting  ud 
the  vmt,  mmmSf_  m  daubt.  had  the  address  to  substitute  one 
eif^ly  t&mmmgif.  A  mitade  was  proclaimed,  and  the  immor- 
tal  Haridi  acquired  a  fresh  degree  of  consideration.  This  knavery 
procures  them  great  advantages.  The  people  flock  from  all  quar- 
ters to  pray  at  this  tomb ;  and  if  the  serpent  crawls  out  from  itnder 
n/*""!'  *PP''T'*"  *K  8"PP"«n'*  it "  «  sign  that  his  ia*, 
Wjr  will  be  <Jttifed;  Xm  «%^m(i|?«»,  ffest  fee«  not  appear^ 


inhabitants  iif^  «rf^^  sallow  sickly  appearance, 
probably  owing It^tbe  bad  air  occasioned  byafliftjr 
calish  that  passes  through  the  town.  Here  is  a  con- 
vent of  Franciscans  for  the  entertainment  of  con- 
verts ot  pmmented  Christians  from  Matimy  fbt 
which  one  of  the  last  princes  of  the  munificent 
house  of  Medicis  offered  to  provide  an  observatory 
<^ftmpletely  fu^shed-  wifft  tfete  ttede^sary  instru- 
ments ;  but  the  religious  refused  the  favour,  nnder 
the  pretext  that  they  were  afraid  of  skiving  umbrage 
to  the  riativ^s,  but  m  re^\it%  sre  Jilirv  Jim€St^  t&iir 
ceived,  lest  it  should  expose  their  owti  igiidta»ce 
and  idleness.  At  the  period  of  his  visit  they  were 
all  Italians  of  the  lower  class,  some  of  them  having* 
barbem  and  tailors  at  Milan j  and  lived  in  great 
ease  and  security,  through  the  favour  and  protection 
of  the  Arab  prince  Hamam  Shekh  of  Furshout.  hi 
h^itsmi  tbern  a  aiatitifactory  6f  coatee 

cotton  cloth  ;  and  great  quantities  of  poultry,esteem- 
ed  the  best  in  Egypt,  are  bred  here,  aucj  sent  to  Cairo, 
The  whole^of  tie  n^i^j^^  ifrM 
wheat,  and  produces  very  large  crops.  Abundance 
of  an  excellent  species  of  fish  called  bi7mi/  is  caught 
here  ;  some  of  these  grow  to  the  length  of  four  feet, 
and  are  a  foot  a  half  broad*  The  women  of 
Achmim  seldom  marry  after  sixteen,  and  Mr.  Bruce 
saw  several  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  who  assured  him 
that  they  w^r^wt  years  ol^  T&i^fjri-ecocity, 

however,  is  most  pernicious  to  beauty,  for  we  are 
told  that  these  females  at  sixteen  look  older  than 
laany  English  K^Hn^ii  at  sixty. 


ufiSsring  has  beer*  in«df^  prppprtipMd  to  tke  cj^yalitjr  ^i^d  ri^hf a 

person  cannot  be  cured  witi^^|>tbe^^#^il€e^^€^ 
virgin  must  come  to  solicit  hiito.  To  avoiS  iiicciriveiiienefes'bn  this 
head^  they  take  care  to  choose  a  very  young  girl  indeed.  She  is 
decked  out  in  her  best  clothes,  and  crowned  with  flowers.  She 
puts  herself  in  a  praying  attitude,  and  as  the  priests  are  inclined, 
the  serpent  comes  out^  makes  circles  round  the  young  suppliant^ 
and  goes  and  reposes  on  her.  The  virgin^  aeeompanied  by  a  v«st' 
multitude,  parries  him  intriuwph^  mM^'  tb^  general  acclamati43f0> 
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?  Aelimfni  is  conjectured  to  be  fhePanopolis  of  tha 
ancients,  not  only  from  its  situation,  but  also  frottt 
the  inscription  on  a  very  large  triumphal  arch,  a  few 
ijiihdred  yards  from  the  convent.  It  was  erected  by 
tkt  emperor  Nero,  is  built  with  marble,  and  dedicali^ 
in  a  Greek  inscription  IIANI  GEfl.  The  columns 
that  were  in  front  are  broken  and  removed ;  and  the 
arch  itself  either  surtk  itt  thfe  gi*#tiiid,  df#i?^rtfrrdi?^ti 
on  i  he  side  with  little  separation  of  the  different  parts. 

The  24th  of  December,  they  left  Achmicn^  and 
i2fati}&fd  the  villagre  Sheldb  Alttm  the^WB§tif?^rd  ittl^ 
and  a  quarter  distant.  They  then  passed  Ham^]^ 
and  several  other  villages  ;  and  the  next  raoniing, 
the  23th,  intip%t|t?^t  to  visit  the  greatest  and  most 
magnificent  sc^i&  6f  ruins  in  Upper  Egypt,  they  gfet 
out  from  Baliani,  and  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon arrived  at  Dendera.  Although  they  had  heard 
that  the  pettpfe  lof  tM^  |>lftG^^  wdrsl  la 

Egypt,  they  were  not  very  apprehensive.  They  had 
two  letters  from  the  Bey,  to  two  principal  trien  th^re, 
^dmmanding  thfetn,  atithey  wouM  ansvi^^fWltli  theiir 
li\  es  and  fortunes,  to  have  a  special  care  that  no  mis* 
chief  befel  these  visitors;  and  likewise  a  very  pressing 
letter  to  Shekh  ^auiam  at  Furshout,  in  whose  ter- 
ritory they  wem» 

Dendera  is  a  coUvsiderable  town  at  this  day,  all  co- 
vered with  thick  groves  of  palm  trees,  the  same  that 

south  of  the  town  are  the  ruins  of  two  temples,  one  of 
which  is  so  much  buried  underground,  that  little  of 
it  to  be  seen  ;  but  Ibe  ^Iher,  which  is  by  far  the 
most  magiiificent,  is  entire,  and  accessible  on  every 
side-  It  is  also  covered  with  hieroglyphics,  both 
Withitt  and  Withdnt,  all  in  relief ;  and  of  every  figuref 
fiiraple  and  compound,  that  has  ever  been  published, 
or  called  an  hieroglyphic.  The  form  of  the  building 
is  an  oblong  square,  the  ends  of  which  are  occupied 
by  tw«  to|^#.|t|^r|ipents,  or  vestibules,  supported 
^liiiaoiasti^ 


7-^  T^'^Bi^  m  AB-irssiBriA, 

seem  to  be  the  figures  of  instruments  of  sacrifice, 
while  others  in  a  smaller  size,  and  less  distinct  forro, 
^edif  to  BelttScriptions  ill  1Mb  ciiiT^nt  h&tid  ^flii^jf^^^ 
gjyphirs.  They  are  all  finished  with  care.  The 
capitals  are  of  one  piece,  and  consist  of  four  huge 
iiQinan  heads,  placed  back  to  back  against  one  ano^ 
ther,  with  bat's  ears,  and  an  ill-imagined,  and  worse 
executed  fold  drapery  between  them.  Above  these 
is  a  large  oblong  square  block,  still  larger  than  the 
capitals,  with  four  flat  fi^ftts,  disposed  like  pai^B^ls, 
that  is,  with  a  kind  of  square  border  round  the  edges, 
while  iiiefaces  and  fronts  are  filled  with  hieroglyphics, 
feh#  Walls  and  ceilings  of  every  part  of  the  tem^ 
pie.  Bet  ween  these  two  apartments  in  the  extremi- 
iies,  there  are  three  otberSj  resembling  the  first,  in 
every  respect,  ©xcepi  4ii«tt  they  are  smaller.  The 
wMIb  biaMAmg  k  &t  tjbimaon  white  stone,  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  only  those  two,  in  which 
have  been  sunk  the  pirns  for  hanging  the  outer  doors, 
(fot  it  seems  they  liad  doors  even  in  tb0ga  d^y*)  ar^ 
of  granite,  or  black  and  blue  porphyry.  The  top 
of  the  temjple  is  flat  ^  the  spouts  to  carry  ofl'  the  water 
ai*6  moMttoiis  Irmdfe  of  sphinxes;  the  globes  with 
wings,  and  the  two  serpents,  with  a  kind  of  shield 
or  breast-^late  between,  are  here  frequently  repeat- 
ed, such  as  we  see  them  on  the  Carthagenian  medals: 
The  hieroglyphics  have  been  painted  &ver,  and  great 
part  of  the  colouring  yet  remains  upon  the  stones^ 
red  in  all  its  shades,  especially  that  dark  dusky  co- 
lour called  Tytiaix  purple;  yeJIoi*>  v^ry  ^ky- 
blue  (that  is,  near  the  blue  of  an  eastern  sky,  several 
shades  lighter  than  ours);  greew  of  different  shades; 
ibese  afe  all  4h#<5t)loure  preserved, 

A  little  before  our  traveller  came  to  Dendera,  he 
Baw  the  first  crocodile,  and  afterwards  hundredsj 
lying  upon  every  island,  like  large  flocks  of  cattle  ; 
yet  the  inhabitants  of  Dendera  drive  their  beasts  of  \ 
©very  jkiii4  ittto  Jthe  riyery  md  they  stand  them  fert 
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hours.  The  girls  and  women  too,  that  come  to  fetch 
Iv&ter  in  jars,  stand'dp  tb  their  knees  ill  thd  vmter  for 
a  considerable  time ;  and  if  we  may  g^ness  by  what 
happens,  their  danger  is  full  as  little  as  their  fear;  for 
rtone  of  them,  thkt  «?cr  titir  travelfer  tieard  of^  hadi 
been  bitten  by  a  crocodile.  • 

Mr,  JBryce^  having  rewarded  those  who  had  con* 
dtteted  fcitt  te  the  ruins,  returned  to  the  tent.  He 
saw,  at  some  distance,  a  well-dressed  man,  with  a 
white  turban  and  yellow  shawl  covering  it,  and  a 
number  of  ill-looking  people  about  him;  but,  sup- 
|Misi^  It  was  some  quarrel  among  the  natives,  took 
no  notice  of  it.  The  Rais  however  told  him,,  that  a 
begging  fellow,  who  called  himself  a  saint — "but/' 
added  iffe^  *<^i«  ts  ##  €kdfi  arid  tio  one  efee/trtiJ^fet^ 
upon  taking  away  the  boat.  Our  traveller  now  went 
to  see  him  :  he  was  sitting  upon  the  ground^  on  a  car* 
pet,  moving  his  head  backwards  and  forwairds,  and 
saying  prayers  with  beads  in  his  hands.  On  Mr. 
Bruce's  saluting  hiih,  he  beheld  him  with  great  con- 
tempt.^ — «  I  am  (said  he)  going  to  Girge,  and  this 
holy  saint  is  with  me,  and  there  is  no  bd&t^it  your's 
bound  that  way;  for  which  reason  I  have  promised  tci 
take  him  with  me.'*  The  pretended  saint  had  now 
got  into  the  boat  ;  he  ^as  an  tlj-f^ft^^i^^^^^ 
andseenied  almost  blind.  Mr.  Bruce,  however,  told 
him  that  he  was  not  going  to  Girge^  nor  should  either 
sairitis^drt^dis latcoi^^^  him;  tlmk  returning  to  htH^. 
tent,  he  sent  the  Riiis  with  half-a-cro wo  (as  in  charity^) 
which  the  saint  eheerfully  accepted,  and  went  his  way 
singing.  The  cadi  also  depjarted,  and  the  mob  dis- 
persed. A  Moor  was  now  ordered  to  proclaim: 
•*  That  all  people  should,  in  the  night-time,  ke«p 
away  from  the  tent,  or  they  would  be  fired  at/* 

JWhile  they  were  strikitig  th^tt  Ui^% 
came  down,  but  without  the  cadi.  As  Mr.  Bruce 
commanded  his  people  to  take  their  arms  in  their 
hand^,  they  kept  at  *  i;©tt$itl#mllle  distance ;  however, 
the  preteiided  saint  got  iiit0  the  loatag^  wtthayel* 
4.  K  low 


low  flag  in  his  band,  and  sat  down  alt  the  foot  of  the 
main-mast,  saying,  with  a  vacant  smile,  "  That  th^y 
might  fire,  for  he  was  ont  of  the  reach  of  the  «hot." 
— ^Sonae  stones,  upere  thrown,  but  fell  short  ^pf  the 
b^«^  J2#r£i3|ioit  Mr.  Bruce  ordered  two  of 
vants,  with  large  brass  ship-hlunderbusse«,  to  get 
upon  the  top  of  the  cabin.  He  then  pointed  a  wjtle- 
monthed  Swedisb  blunderbuss  from  a  window>  fbteaif 
ening  to  fire  if  another  stone  was  thrown.  As  spon  as 
the  blunderbuss  appeared  the  assailants  all  ran  away^ 
md'ht^e  they  could  <*dll€ctthemseitfes^lo  return,  th« 
vessel  was  in  the  middle  of  the  stream.  The  saint, 
who  had  been  singing  ail  this  while,  now  began  to 
*hew  gijme  apprehensjons.  They  carried  him  about 
a  mile  up  the  river,  when,  having  approached  a  lajid-^' 
ing-p|jace,  Mr.  Bruce  asked  him  if  he  would  go 
ft^^reof  his  own  accord,  or  be  thrown  into  tba  Nilei? 
tfe^li  ordering  him  to  be  put  out,  tfi*^  s»ti}i;»  be 
supposed  was  blind  and  weak,  placed  one  foot  upon 
the  gunnel  of  the  boat,  then  within  three  feet  of  tlif 
shore,  awd  Umped  lipdn  fand.  They  ftie«  shtck^ 
their  vessel  down  the  stream  a  few  yards,  fiUrng  their 
sails  and  stretching^  awa^,  wbile  the  saint,  apparently 
the  tool  of  Itoe  cadi,  riHiainsed  cursing,  blaspheming, 
and  usiftg^  gpilareft  i6iei»fasive  of  the  mm  mf^im 
rase. 

Having  arrived  the  same  afternoon  at  Furshout, 
Mr.  Bruce  visited  a  convent  of  Italian  friars,  who, 
like  those  at  Achraim,  are  of  the  order  of  the  reformed 
Franciscans.  Furshout  is  in  a  large  cultivated  pliaio, 
nine  miles  over  to  the  foot  of  ifj^  motihtitinsi  all  s^trii 
with  wheat.  Here  are  likewise  plantations  of  sugar- 
canes.    Ijt  is  said  that  the  town  contains  ^bove  iO»000 

Our  traveller  waited  upon  the  Shekh  ^amam,  a 
large  hatidsofiie  man,  about  sixty.    He  was  dressed 
in  a  largre  ibir-slsTn  p^fisse  over  the  rest  of  his  clothes, 
and  had  a  yellow  Indian  shawl  wrapt  about  hi* 
.like  a  turban.   He  re^eised  Mr.  Bmce  with  great 
-       '  politeuess, 
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potitene^^,  askings  him  more  aboat  Cairo  thttn  ftboat 
Europe. — Tfiis  man  W^ftAiitiMc^m^  rich,  having  gra- 
duaUy  united  in  his  own  person  all  the  srepai^ate  dis- 
tricts of  Upp^r  Egypt,  each  of  which  formerly  had 

Constantinople  as  to  create  great  jealousy  among  the 
beys  o^f  Cairo,  He  had  an  farm^  from  the  Oratid 
Sfgniofr,  almost  thtf  whdfe  ddwrtlttfy  fietti^e^n  Sfitrtit^rrd^ 
Syerie.  Mr.  Bruce  was  likewise  received  in  the  most 
#«ttertnrg  manner  by  Ishmad  nephew  of  Shekh  Ha- 
fluafOi,  at  the  neighbouring  town  of  Badjoura^  with 
whom  be  passed  s«ve^ifl  days; 

While  Mr.  Bruce  was  at  Forshout,  there  happened 
ai  very  extraordinary  phcenomenon.  ft  ratned  the 
^oieMiigbtly  ftud  tin  abofiit  iiiti^^etcidk  ittigxt  morii- 
ifig ;  when  the  people  began  to  be  very  apprehehsfl^e 
ksl  the  whole  town  should  be  destroyed.  It  rs  a  per* 
feet  prodigy,  to  see  rain  here  ;  and  the  |mj(phets  said 
it  portended  a  dissololion  of  g;orvernment,  which  wa* 
jast)y,  Verified  soon  After wards^  and  at  that  time  iw* 
d«ed  was  extremely  proliable. 

The  7th  of  January  1709^,  earfy  in  the  morning, 
Mr.  Bruce  left  Furshotit.  ^  He  had  not  hired  the 
boat  farther  than  that  place ;  bat  the  g'ood  terms 
whlelliutiil^  fietweew  htttt  »ttd  ^^mm^  li^  lliit% 
made  an  acconrmod^tion  very  easy.  He  now  agreed 
for  4l.  to  carry  them  to  Syeiie  sind  d'pwti  again  j;  bpt, 
if  he  l>ehaved  well,  he  expeWtt^  at  trlflittg*  t^^Wtt^tt^ 
•*And,  if  you  beKave  ill,  Hassan/*  said  Mr.  Bruce, 
^  what  do  yotf  think  you  deserve  — "  To  be 
hanged/*  replied  he.  I  deserve,  and  desire  no 
bene?/' 

The  wind  at  first  was  but  scant ;  hovrerer,  it  fresh- 
ened up  towards  noon,  when  they  passed  a  large  town 
culled  How^  cm  the  west  side  of  the  Nile.  About 
foiir  a^cloek  in  the  afternoon  they  arrived  at  El  Gocir- 
,  a  small  village,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  fricim 
tfcip  M  ife,  Itlt^  ill  it  a  temple  of  lilf  Egyptian  af- 
eMtetltire.  Mt.  Brace  thinks«  Vtmi  ttflsi  mid  the  two 
'  K  2  adjoining 


Ruinn  at  £1  Gourni* 

adjoining  heaps  of  ruins,  which  are  at  the  same  dis- 
tance from  the  Nile,  probably  might  ha^e  been  paf$ 
of  the  ancient  Thebes,  Here  are  two  colossa]  statues 
in  a  sitting  posture,,cov^red  with  hieroglyphics.  The: 
southern  is  of  stone  and  entire,  blot  the  cii|^if  ;a^^  g^^ 
deal  mutilated;  The  former  has  a  very  remarks^ble 
head-dress,  which  Mr,  Bruce  could  ;  compare  to 
fiothing*  buta  tye^^ig,  «jfltti  it  the  present 

day.  These  statues,  placed  in  a  very  fertile  spot  be- 
longing to  Thebes,  were  apparently  the  NijometeVs 
#f^^f hit  town,  m  the  marks  left  by  the  water  upon 
tfiteir  bases  would  seem  to  indjcatp.  The  bases  of 
tboth  are  bare  to  the  bottom  of  the  plinth,  which  dis- 
iproves  the  imaginary  rise  of  .the  soil  of  Egypt  l)y  the 
Nile,  in  which  caseth^  M^^  must  have  been  at  least 
half  covered  in  the  space  of  more  than  three  thousand 
years  that  they  have  stood  here.  They  are  covered 
with  inscriptions  in  Greek  and  Latin,  importingf  that 
certain  travellers  heard  Memnon*s  statue  utter  the 
sound  which  it  was  said  to  do  on  being  struck  with  the 
ii«[ti%  i-«3?sL  W^thittf  t*eihlkf^^^  trfiWie^^^^^  but 
four  prodigious  temples,  all  of  them  in  appearance 
more  ancient^  but  neither  so  entire,  nor  so  mjEUgQiQ^^ 
cent,  as  those  of  Dendera.  'The  temples  at  l^i^i^f: 
Tnku  ari0  the  most  elegant  of  these*  The  hieit0gi»]t|.4 
phics  are  cut  to  the  depth  of  half-a-foot,  in  some 
places ;  but  we  have  still  the  same  figures,  or  rather  a 
leis®  yariety,  than  at  Dendera. 

A  number  of  robbers,  who  much  resemble  our 
gypsies,  live  in  the  holes  of  the  mountains  above 
Thebes.  They  are  all  outlaws^  and  punished  with: 
death  if  elsewhere  found.    Osman  Bey,  an  ancient 

fpv^ernor  of  Girgei  unable  to  suffer  any  longer  the 
iS«Mei%trdfmfAi^lM  by  these  people,  ordered  a  quan- 
tify of  dried  faggots  to  be  brought  together,  and, 
With  bis  sold iersj  took  possession  of  the  face  of  the 
mountain,  ivhere  the  greatest  liiitnber  of  these  wretches 
were.  He  then  ordered  all  tlieir  caves  to  be  filled 
ivitii  thh  dry  broshwPodF  tp  which  he  set  fire,  so  that 

most 


most  of  them  were  des^trojecl ;  but  they  have  since  re- 
cited their  numbers,  without  chdnging  their  mari« 
tters.  ' 

About  half  a  mile  north  of  El  Gourni,  a'rethe'mag- 
niBcent  and  stupendous  sepulchres  of  Thebes.  The 
inoantateiQi^thd  Thebaid  come  close  behind  the  town; 
they  are  not  connected  with  each  other  in  ridges,  but 
stand  insulated  upon  their' bases ;  so  that  you  can  get 
roiind  enth     tbtm .    A  htiitdi^ied  erf  tfaese;^  it  U  mM^ 
are  excavated  into  sepulthral,  and  a  variety  of  othet 
apartments.     Through  seven  of  these  Mr.  Bruce 
Wnt  with  great  fatigue.    In  the  firsp  that  he  eifttt^i 
he  saw  the  prodigious  sateciphagus,  according"  to  some 
of  Menes,  or^  as  others  assert,  of  Osimandyds.    It  is 
^sixteen  *feet  high,  ten  long,  and  six  broad,  and  of  one 
titigle  ptei^e  of  red  granite.   ,lts  cover,  broken  ort 
one  side,  was  still  'upon  it,  and  had  on  the  outside  a 
figure  in  relief.    From  the  outer  entry  our  traveller 
descended  throtigh  m  ineltnfed  pa^ge  4hiMi  twenty 
feet  broad,  the  sides  as  well  as  the  roof  of  which  were 
covered  with  a  coat  of  the  finest  stucco.    Here  he 
was  nbt  a  litltle  surprised  by  thfe  dkcbve¥jf  of  stefe^^ 
paintings  in  fresco.    In  one  pannel  were  several  mu- 
sical instrument$i  chiefly  of  the  hautboy  kind,  strewed 
upon  the  groutid,  abd  aiso  some  simple  pipes  or  flutes 
tag:<^tfaier  with    several  jars'  apparently  of  potters* 
ware,  which  having  their  mouths  covered  with  parch- 
ment or  skin,  and  being  braced  on  the  side  like  a 
drum,  probably  formed  th^  iftSl*&m«nt  «a1f^d  the 
tabor.    In  three  other  pannels  were  painted  the  same 
number  of  harps,  which  seemed  to  deserve  particular 
s^tlai^ito^i^f  lioth  for  th  those  insi^iitbenk 

in  their  form,  and  the  reflection  which  necessarily 
arises^  to  how  great  a  perfection  in\xm  naust  |:|ave 
attaint  be7drig  iti  artist  edtild  pvote^^  eoiMpi^ta 
an  instrument.  On  one  of  these  harps  a  man  was  re* 
presented  playing.  He  seems  to  be  about  sixty  years 
0ld,  $M  ^f^^  rather  dark  for  an  Egyp- 

tiii%  wltb0(]|        W  mniitaic^  Is  di^i^sed  |ii 


Paifilingi  id  tlie  sepulel^irieft  ^  f  h^bes»  / 

a  looReshirt,  such  as  Is  worn  at  this  liaj  in  Nubia^ 
(only  it  hm^  lilit«r)  ^itb  f tt  nppean 
to  be  thick  muslin  or  cotton  cloth  ;  and  a  crimson 
stripe^  about  one  eighth  of  im^ineh  brQads  runs  throirgh 
it  longitudinally.   iThlt  *sh[irt  Teaeb^^^  h^f  r 

ancle,  and  bis  feet  are  without  sandals.  Jiidigitiif 
from  the  proportion  of  the  banian  figure,  the  exti^eme 
length  of  the  barp  may  be  entitBated  at  something 
less  tbau  six  feet  and  a  half.  ,  This  instrument  is  of  a 
much  more  advantageous  form  than  the  triangular 
Grei^tan  barp.     It  has  thirteeu  strings ;  the  back' 
paft  t»  the  souuding-board  comiposed  f>i  four  thui 
pieees^  of  wood,  joined  together  in  the  form  of  a 
pontt    The  botU»m  and  sides  of  the  frame  seem  to 
be  finee«^i%kid  ittMdi  pFobably  with  ivoryt  Xwtmm 
shell,  and  mother-of-pearl,  the  ordinfiry  prodiiee^f 
the  neighbouring  seas  and  deserts*  u 
A  man  habited  like  the fofoier  was  playing  on  tbft 
second  harp,,  i;^i^ch  bad  eighteen  strings  ;  and  differed 
essentially  in  form  and  distribution  of  its  parts  from 
that  already  described,,  but  without  lostog  any  of 
its^  elegance. 

.  Mr.  Bruce  had  taken  drawings  of  these  ihstru*^ 
tnefits»  and  was  preparing;  to  proceed  farther  in  his 
l^ei^jlkv1vi|ie^il^b^^^^  Whi)r  M  b«^ft^^ 

signs. of  discontent,  could  no  longer  be  restrained,  and 
dsu$hing  their  torches  asainst  the  larg:eftt  barp,  left  our 
mSi  bisr  atil^ridaitti  tt^  |h^)r  way  out  of 
the  cave  in  the  dark.  Tli^e  fear  ^  H  visit  from  the 
banditti,^  who  inhabit  tlie  caverns  above  Medinet  Ta^ 
bo»«  waH  ifeft  oei^  of  thiscofiducl;  and  the  ^ame 
apprebeissk^tt  also  urged  the  departui^e  of  Mr.  Bruce, 
who^  after  a  rencounter  with  some  of  those  outlaws, 
wliom  be^  escaped  by  favour  of  tbe  darkness^  reached 
the  boat  iu  safety. 

As  llbebes^  ex.hibits  n^t  tlie  appearance  of  ever 
baving  bad  walls,  Mr.  Bruce  conjeqtures  that  tbe 
storv  of  it$  toi^eed  girta^lbi^  #|giitated  from 
Ibe  hiiiklred  mdtinia^aa  e»^^  which 

were. 


irere  probably  its  greatest  curiosities,  And  ftte  still  de^ 
nominated  the  j^or^^  or  gates  of  the  king^s.       '   ^  » 

Th^y  next  came  to  Luxor  and  Carnac,  which  is  a 
niiie  and  a  qmHet  below  it.  Here  are  by  far  the 
largest  and  oiost  magnificent  scenes  of  rains  in 
Egypt,  much  more  extensive  and  stupendous  than 
ihQ$0  of  Tfieb^  add  Beridera  put  foge^tr.  Ammg 
these  are  two  obelisks  of  great  beauty,  and  in  good 
preservation :  they  are  smaller  than  those  at  jEioine^ 
but  not  *H  mutilate<l.  ^fre  pavement,  wbielr  h 
made  to  receive  the  shadow,  is  to  this  day  so  horizon** 
lal,  that  it  might  ^'still  be  used  in  observation*     ,  ^^^^^ 

At  Carnac  Mr.  Bruce  saw  the  remainsof  two  vast 
rows  of  sphinxes,  one  on  the  right*hand,  the  other  on 
the  left,  (their  heads  mostly  broken)  .and  a  little 
lower,  a  number  as  it  should  seem  of  termini.  They 
were  compiaiied  o^f  ba^titti^i  wit  a  dog  or  Ilt3iif%htftdt 
of  Egyptian  sculpture.  These  likewise  stood  in  lines^ 
as  if  intended  as  an  avenue  to  some  principial  build*' 
lii^g;  tJpon  the  onlside  df  the  walls,  af  darnae  md " 
Luxorj  there  seems  to  be  an  historical  engraving  in* 
j^tead  of  hieroglyphics ;  this  our  travellers  had  not 
m^t  with  before.  It  is  a  representation  of  mtn,  horses, 
chariots,  and  battles ;  some  of  ^  the  attitudes  a|«  well 
drawn,  but  rudely  scratched  upon  the  surface  of  the 
stone-  The  weapons,  the  men  make  use  of^  are  short 
javelins.  Thermit  %ho^  distinguished  among  the  rest^ 
the  figure  of  a  man  on  horseback,  with  a  lion  fighting 
furiously  by  hiib.  The  whole  composition  is  worthy 
Ih^travell^ktiftJfitldtt  " 

On  the  1 7th,  our  travellers  left  Luxor,  and  sailed 
with  a  very  fair  wind,  and  in  great  spirits,  hi  the 
evening,  they  came  to  an  anchor  ou  the'eastem  sb^re 
nearly  oppiti^te  to  Esae.  They  passed  over  to  Esne 
next  morning.  It  is  the  ancient  Latopolis,  and  has 
very  great  remains,  particularly  a  large  temple, 
which,  though  the  whole  of  it  is  of  the  remotest 
antiquity,  seems  to  have. been  built  at  different  times, 
or  rather  out  of  the  ruins  of  different  antient  buiidi- 


^gR^j^VEl^ 

lug's.    The  hierogflyphics  upon  *  it '  are  very  ill  e%0^ 
cuted,  and  not  painted.    The  tovi^n  is  the  residence 
of  an  Arab  Shekh,  and  the  inhabitants  are  a  very 
bad  sort  of  people  ;  but  as  Mr.  Bruce  was  dressed 
like  an  Arab,  they  did  not  mole^tt^beaause  tbey 
not  know  him.  ^ 
^  On  tlie  l«th  tfi^f  }teit  Il«o^  mi  ^^w^  ihf^i^mt 
of  Edfu,  where  there  arelik^wm  cQnm^^ 
of  Egyptian  architecture. 

^rtPhB  wind  fe^^  they  we^  o1>liifl»#td  stop  111  st 
very  poor,  desolate,  and  dang^erous  part  of  the  Nllei 
called  Jibbel  ei^Ufelly,  where  a  booaii  or  chain,  was 
^raw%  aefbSrthe  riVer,  to  hinder,  a$  is  supposed,  the 
Nubian  boats  from  committing^  piratical  practices  in 
Egypt  lower  down  the  sitream.  About  noon,  Mr^ 
Bruce  passed  Coom  Ombo^  a  round  buildinor  like  a 
mHU^  Md  ik&ti  a4Jrr¥6^  lit  BuHio,  a  miserable  li^ati- 
sion,  unconscious  that,  some  years  after,  he  should  be 
indebted  to  that  paltry  village  for  the  man  who  was 
to  guide  hi  nf  through  lf»6  dW^rti 
his  native  country  and  friends. 
.  The  next  place  to  which  Mr.  Bruce  came  was 
Bhi^ktr  AlKiliier,  the  encampment  of  the  jibab^le  Arabs, 
a  collection  of  villages  composed  of  ttliitigrable  huts, 
containing  about  a  thousand  effective  men.  Our'tra- 
veller  had  been  acquainted,  at  Badjoura,  with  Ibra- 
him the  son  of  the  chief  of  this  tribe,  who  applied  to 
him  for  medicines  for  his  father,  and  Mr.  Bruce  had 
promised  to  call  upon  him  to  learn  their  effect.  Ibra- 
him received  him  in  the  ittoit  friendly  manner,  and 
after  Mr.  Bruce  had  partaken  of  a  great  dinner,  he 
was  introduced  to  the  Shekh.  This  chiefs  c?tlled 
iNimmer,  or  the  tiger,  vras  ttbtitif  sixty  years  of  age, 
and  extremely  tormented  with  the  gravel.  He  was 
lying  in  ,the  corner  of  sj,  hut,  upon  a  carpet^  with  a 
cushion  mitt  Mn  Itead^  After  sohie  conyersation 
Hr.  Bruce  isaid  :  "Now  after  the  drugs  whiMil  f^nt 
you  by  Ibrahim,  tell  me,  and  tell  me  truly  upon  the 
faith  of  an  Arab,  would  your  people,  if  they  met  me 


Interview  mik  an  Arab  chief. 

in  the  desert  do  me  any  harm,  especially  now  that  1 
have  eaten  and  drunks  witfi  you  to  day  Nimmer 
on  this  raised  himself,  upright  on  his  carpet^  and  a 
more  ghastly  figure  our  traveller  had  never  beheld. 

No,"  said  he,  cursed  be  those  men  of  my  people 
or  others  that  shall  ever,  lift  xip  their  hapd  against 
you,  either  in  the  Desert  or  the  TelW^  that  is,  the 
cultivated  part  of  Egypt.  Mr.  Bruce  now  asked  his 
opinion  respecting  an  Mtempt  to  penetrate  that  way 
into  Abyfisinia,  but  was  advised  by  all  means  to  goby 
way  of  Cossier  and  Jidda.  The  principal  people  of 
the  tribe  had  by  this  time  assembled  in  the  hut,  which 
they  completely  filled,  and  joining,  hands,  repeated  a 
kind  of  prayer  which  lasted  about  two  minutes,  and 
by  which  they  declared  themselves  and  their  children 
ia6tar^>W^  <^  they  lifted  their  b^tids  agattiffr  ottf 
timelier,  or  in  case  he  or  his  should  flee  to  them  for 
refuge,  if  they  did  not  protect  them  at  the  risk  of 
their  Itve^,  their farioiili^St^  m.^  fortunes,  or  as  they 
phatically  expressed  it,  to  the  death  o  the  tet  male 
chil4  among  them. 

^  On  the  20th,  they  sailed  with  a  favourable  wind  till 
about  an  hour  before  sun-rise,  and  about  nine  o'clock 
came  to  an  anchor  on  the  south  end  of  the  palm 
groves,  and  north  end  of  the  town  of  Syene,  nearly 
opposite  to  an  istend  Tn  %tifeb  tbi&r^  h  *  stttalt 
handsome  Egyptian  temple,  pretty  entire.  It  is  the 
temj^le  of  Cnuphis,  where  formerly  was  the  Nilo- 
nireter. 

Adjoining  to  the  palm  trees  was  a  very  good  com- 
fortable house,  belonging  to  Hussein  Schourbatchie, 
the  man  that  used  to  be  sent  from  that  place  to  Cairo, 
to  receiye  the  p^ty  of  the  janissaries  in  garrison  at 
Syene,  upon  whom  too  Mr.  Bruce  had  credit  for  a 
small  sum.  Here  he  obtained  an  interview  with  the 
Aga,  who  furnished  him  with  his  own  hor$#  and 
mules,  and  asses  for  his  servants,  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  neighbouring  cataract  of  the  Nile, 

They fpa$seii  #l|l^t tilt  gate  of  t1i%%firn,4iitd 
4w  i  tb« 


9^  TRAVELS  IN  ^BT^fltlA. 
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Sy^ene-^ataract  of  t% 

the  first  small  sandy  plain.  A  very  little  to  the  leff; 
ffaere  are  a  number  of  tomb-stpnes,  with  iqs.cri|itlQiias 
in  the  Cufic  character,  which  travellers  have  ei-ro- 
neously  called  an  unkaovKP  hugm§^  and  letters,  aU 
thongh  it  was  the  only  letter  and  lm0i&g^  kileWtr  tdf 
Mahomet,  and  the  most  learned  of  the  sect  in  the  first 
ages.  After  passing  the  toihb-gtones  without  the  gat^t 
ttiey  «dtiii&to  a  plaiq  about  five  mites  Ipng^  borderq^  on^ 
the  left  by  a  hill  of  no  considerable  lieig|it,  and  s^ndy 
like  the  {ilain,  upon  which  are  seen  son^e  ruins^  ll\Qr9 
Uoclern  1t|ika  ihf  Egyptian  b|iilj[ip|^s  i^lr^^^  dfr 
scribed.  illik^  %  1^  ^  ftt|^ip#^  ^s3l 

kinds  and  ^ges. 

The  clistance  from  the  gate  of  the  town  tp  Teruiissi, 
or  Marada,  small  villages  on  the  cWtaract,  is  ex^pt^y 
six  English  miles.  After  thei  description  alreifidy 
given  of  this  catai:2^ct  in  some  authors,  a  traveller  hajs, 
i^^rt  %  be  tofpr^^  on  its  banks,  to 

find  that  vessels  sail  up  the  cataract,  and  consequently, 
the  fall  cannot  be.  so  violent  as  to  degjriv^  V^^P^P 
hearing. 

The  bed  of  the  river,  occupied  by  the  wat^^  tl^ftg 
not  then  half  a  mile  broad,  tt  is  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  small  channels,  by  large  blocks  of  granite,  from 
Ihlftfib  forty  t>et  high.  The  ciitt^nt,  confined  for  a 
long  course  between  the  rocky  mountain's  of  Nubia,^ 
tri^s  to  expa.nd  itself  with  great  violence.  Finding 
in  "every  part  before  it,  opposition  frdtn  the  rocks  of 
granite,  and  forced  back  by  these,  it  meets  the  oppo- 
site currents.  The  chafing  of  the  water  against 
titese  huge  obstacles,  and  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
tmif  currents,^^  c^^  ebuliition,  an4 

occasion  such  a  noise  and  disturbed  appearance,  th^t 
it  fills  the  mind  with  confusion,  rather  than  terror. 

On  the  22d,  23d,  and  24th  of  Januarj,  our  travelr 
lers  being  at  Syene,  in  a  house  immediately  east  of 
the  small  island  in  the  Nile,  by  a  mean  pf  three  ob- 
semtioiis  of  the  sun  in  the  meridmn,  Mi%  Brace  mnt 


ll^^lll^ce  sets  out  witlbi  ^cji^i^i^  &^ 

by  the  way  on  his  paiieht  Niirimer, 

Ababdei  rettirned  on  the  ^Jd  of  Febrilary  to  Badjoura,. 

As  he  *v&s  hoVv  aboiit  to  launch  into  that  j>art  6^  his 
expedition,  iri  which  he  was  to  haVe  no  fiirlher  ihter- 
course  with  Europe,  Mr.  Bruce  set  himiieif  to*  work 
t&  examine  all  tlis  dbservatioris,  anB  pdt  his  jourhal 
in  sucb  forwardness  by  explarlations,  where  needful, 
that  t^i6  labours  and  jparns  he  had  hitherto  been  4t 
lttii|hi  mk  h%  WMiy  \bM  pMik  W  lie  shdtilll 

perish  in  the  journey  he  had  undiertaken,  whicb, 
evefry  day,  frbna  all  information  he  could  procure, 
appeared  td  fee.  more  and  aiorfe  despersit^.  Having^ 
finished  these,  at  least  so  far  ks'tq  make  them  tft- 
relli^ible  to  others,  he  cohveyed  them  to  his  friends 
at  Cairo,  to  remain  in  their  custody  till  he  should 
Itturn,  or  4avr]^6  ibat  be  wiM  ottltrwliie  4m 
pdfed  of. 

bfl  Thursday  the  J  6th  o/  February,  1796,  Mr. 
Bf  uee     out  wtlh  a  the  Cmm 

Etiiporium  of  antiquity.  All  the  way  from  Kenne, 
clpsie  to  their  left,  were  desert  hills,  on  which  not  the 
lealt  t^ure  grew,  but  a  few  pilhnts  of  a  lai'g^e  species 
of  sblanum,  called  burrumbuc.  At  half  past  two 
they  came  fo  a  well,  called  Bir  Ambar,  (the  well  of 
spices,)  and  a  dirty  Villag^e  of  the  same  name,  belong- 
ing to  the  Azaizy,  a  pooi*  inconsiderable  tribe  of  Arabs* 
They  livb  by  letting  out  their  cattle  for  hire  to  the  ca- 
ravans th^t  go  to  Cdssier,  and  attending  themselves 
v^lrefi  rifecessary.  ^Pfteif  tioasesi  are  of  ve^ry  particu- 
lar Construction,  if  they  can  be  called  house.4.  Th^y 
are  ail  made  of  potters-clay,  \H  one  jpl^ce^  in  shape 
of  a  bfe^Mtoej  ihe  lafgesi  m  nSt  ab^^  l^tt  fhet  high, 
and  the  greatest  dianteter  six. — There  are  now  no 
Vi^igfes  of  any  canal,  mentioned  to  have  been  cut  be- 
tWf  eM  the  Nile  and  the  Red  Sea,-^The  cultivated  land 
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Tlie  cataTan  described — ^Journey  through  the  desert. 

but  the  inundation  of  the  Ni{4  feesuslM^s  much  highet^^^ 
nor  has  it  left  behind  it  any  appearance  of  soil. 

On  the  17th,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Mr, 
Bruce's  servants  being  all  mounted  ott  hotligl^aek,  and 
having  taken  the  charge  of  their  own  camels,  (for 
there  was  a  confusion  in  the  caravan  not  to  be  de- 
serib^d^  *fld  the  ^guards  they  knt^W  Were  bot  a  sei  oF 
thieves,)  they  advanced  slowly  into  the  desert.  There 
were  about  two  hundred  men  on  horseback,  armed 
with  fe^0^locks ;  all  of  them  lions,  if  you  believed,  their 
word  or  appearance ;  but  our  travellers  were  credibly 
informed,  that  fifty  of  the  Arabs,  at  first  sight,  would 
have  made  these  heroes  fly  without  any  bloodshed. 
The  caravan  had  not  proceeded  two  miles  hef^ft 
Mr.  Bruce  was  joined  by  the  Howadat  Arab,  whom 
he  had  brought  with  him  in  the  boat  from,,Cairo. 
He  offered  his  seririee  m  our  trat^ell^ir  ik^ifh  g^eat 
professions  of  gratitude,  hoping  that  he  would  again 
take  charge  of  his  money,  arid  now  for  the  first  time 
ttiifltimied  his  name,  which  was  Mahomet  Abd-eU 
Gin,  *Mhe  slave  of  the  Devil  or  Spirit/' 

Our  travejiers*  road  lay  all  the  way  through  an  open 
plain,  bounded  by  hillocks  of  sand,  and  fine  gravel, 
perfectly  hard,  and  not  perceptibly  above  the  level  of 
th^  plain  country  of  Egypt.  About  twelve  miles  lis- 
•tant  there  is  a  ridge  of  mountains  of  no  considerable 
height,  perhaps  the  most  bat^rert  in  {fie  #0Hd.  Be. 
tween  these  iheir  road  lay  through  plains,  never  three 
miles  broad,  but  withouttrees,  shrubs,  or  herbs.  There 
are  not  even  th^^tfae^  of  any  living  creature,  neither 
serpent  nor  lizard,  antelope  nor  ostrich,  the  usdal 
habit»rits  of  the  most  dreary  deserts.  There  is  no 
ai^t  of  Witter  on  thesnrface,  brackish  or  sweet.  Even 
tlite  hirds  seem  to  avoid  the  place  as  pestilential,  pot 
pne  being  seen  of  any  kind  so  much  as  flying  over. 
The  sun  was  burning  hot,  and,  upon  rubbing  two  sticks 
together,  in  half  a  miQ|it#^  lhfe^  fei^Jll  t#i  0iA 
flatned  I  a  w^rfe  haw  near  the  coontrjf  was  t^doqetl 
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Twepty  Turks  >u|:i^i^4^i^^fia. 

io\f  a  general  conflagratioti  T  Atihalf  frast  tbtee,  they 
pitched  their  tent  near  some  draw-wells,  which,  upon 
tasting,  they  found  bitterer  th^ii  sobt,  Tliey  hacU 
indeed,  othei^ir4l$^  by       camels  ill  skiQ9« 

This  well-water  had  0ti]y  one  needful  quality,  it  WatS 
cold,  and  therefore  very  comfortable  for  refreshing 
them  outwardly.  This  unpleasant  station  is  called 
liegeta ;  here  they  were  obliged  to  pass  the  nightt 
and  all  next  day  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  caravan 
of  Cus;^  Esne,  and  part  of  those  of  Kenne  and  Eba^ 

In  the  evening  came  twenty  Turks  frora^Garama- 
nia,  which  is  that  part  of  Asia  Minor  iiiimediately  on 
the  side  of  |hesj|lediterranean  opposite  ioik^  coaii  of 
Ugypt  J  alt  ^  ^ttt  ^^tly  and  cleanly  dr^st^ed  Hke 
Turks,  all  on  camels,  armed  with  swords,  a  pair  of 
pistols  at  their  girdle^  and  a  short  neat  gun  j  their 
l^lffits  were  in  very  good  order,  with  t^tt  ftiltffcs  Ai^^ 
ammunition  stowed  in  cartridge-boxes,  in  a  very  sol- 
dier-like  manner,  A  few  of  these  spoke  Arabic,  and 
BIr.  Bracfe^s  ^reefe^^*^^  Michael,  interpreted  for 
the  rest.  Having  been  informed,  that  the  large  tent 
belonged  to  an  ,EpgIishn>an,  they  came  into  it  with- 
oiit  ceremooy.  ^'hey  tdici  Sir.  Bruce,  that  they  were 
a  number  of  neighbours  and  companions,  whoir  had 
set  out  together  to  go  to  Mecca  to  the  Hadje ;  and 
not  knowing  the  language  or  customs  of  the  people, 
they  had  been  but  indifferently  used  since  they  lan^^ 
at  Alexandria,  particularly  somewhere  about  Achmim ; 
that  one  of  the  Owam,  or  swimming  thieves,  had  been 
011  l>«atii  th^m  ffi  the  night,  attd  had  earried  dft  A 
small  portmanteau  with  about  200  sequins  in  gold; 
that,  tfsough  a  complaint  h^d  been  made  to  the  Bey 
€rf  0irge,  yet  no  satisfettti^rn^h^^  tti^ 
that  now  they  had  heard  ah^  Ilngfrnhman  was  hei^ 
whom  they  reckoned  their  countryman,  they  had^icome 
to  propose,  that  they  should  make  a  common  cause  to 
detend  each  other  tgaittSI  ItlJ  ^#€jiite^— What  they 
meant  by  cauntryman  was-tiiit:-— ^here-^  in  Asia 

Minor, 
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a  district  which  they  call  Caz  Dagli,  and  this^  the 
^['urks  bfelieve,  was  thie  country  from  which. the  Eng- 
1kti#i*jif  liWefW  tfe^^  OTigiii ;  an^  tftrlhis  iattbotiiit^they 
never  fail  to  cl^inii  kindred  with  the  English  wher- 
ever Ih^y  m^et^  e^ipe^siaUy  if  >tiiey  io  nei^cl  of 
ibefr  AWistafii00i  ^tee^  Ttirks  itemed  1^  be  thom 
the  middling'  rati%  people;  each  bf  them*  had  his 
little, cloak: bag  very  neatly  packed  up,  and  they  gave 
jne  to  understand  that  there  was  nioney  in  it.  These 
they  placed  in  Mr.  Bruce's  servants'  tent,  and  chained 
them  all  together,  found  the  middle  pillar  of  Hj.for 
it  was  easy  to  see  that  the  Arabs  of  the  caravan  had 
those  packages  lit  ^iem^^  f rom  f h«  li^rto^bifi^^ 
Turks'  arrival.  :  : 
.  Mr.  Bruce  received  es^traprdinary  pl^^^^re  frond 
finding  the  character  of  fii^  iJ«<tftt#^«o  ftrtttly  ^feta^ 
blished  among  nations  so  distant,  enemies  to  our  re^ 
ligion,  and  strangers  to  our  government.  Turks' 
from  Mount  Taurus,  and  Arabs  from  the  desert  of 
lifhlfBri  thought  IhetftiSalves  unsafe  among  their  oWh 
countrymen,  but  trusted  their  lives  and  their  littld 
fortunes  implicitly  to  the  directipti  and  word  of  a^ 
Englmhmian  whmti  they  had  fi^vfer  befiii^;«ieen.  n 
They  stayed  all  the  I8th  at  Legeta,  waiting  for^the 
junction  af  the  c;ar^vans^  and  departed  the  19tb  at  six 
p'cloi^  the  naoriiing.  'Phehr  journey,  all  thajt'day^ 
wm  ibrdttgh  a  plain^  never  less  than  a  mile  foroad^ 
and  never  broader  than  three  ;  the  hills  on  their 
right  and  left,  were  higher  than  the  former,  and  of 
a  brpiivnish  calcined  colour,  like  the  stones,  on  tlie 
sides  of  Mount  Vesuvius,  but  without  any  herb  or 
tree  upon  them.  At  half  past  ten,  th^y  passed  a 
jtitoofitain  of  greert  and  red  matbteg  and  at  twelve  th6y 
entei-ed  a  plain  called  Hamra,  wher^e  they  first  ob- 
served the  sand  red,  with  a  purple  qast,  of  the  colour 
of  porphyry  ;  audi. this  is  the  signi^icatidin  of  Hamrai 
the  naine^of  the  valley.  A  curious  circumstance  whiefr 
they  rettiarked  .wasi  that,  the  antS|  .the  only  living 
.  creatures 
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Moiuttain«  of  poxphjiy  and  marble. 

creatures  which  tiiey,hM  yet  seeti  fie¥ei^  W^t^yiall  i»f  1^ 
beautiful  red  colour  like  ^he  sandy 
.  Mr;  Bruce  disuipunted  h^re,  to  examine  of  what 
thf  rocks;  were  corppos^d  j  and  found  that  here  began 
the  quarries  of  porphyryx  ivithout  th«  mixture  of  any 
other  stone ;  but  it  w^s  imperfect,  brittle^  and  soft. 
Hp  .had  not  been  engaged  in  tbi»  pursuit  an  hour^  be> 
fore  he;  alartned  with  a  report  tkAt  iM  M^^i 
had  attacHe^  the  rear  of  the  caravan  j  he  was  at  the 
head  of  it.  The  Tui?)(9  and  hia  servants  were  •!) 
drawn  together, .-at  the  fpo|  ol  l&e  mmt^;  toM 
posted  as  adyant^geQusly  as  .  possible.  ^  But  .\t  soon 
appeared,  that  they  Wjere  some  .thieves  only,  who  had. 
attempted  to  steal  sou\e  Joadsi  of  corn  from  /  caiinela 
that  were  weak,  or.  faUfir,l$lUe«  perhaps  in  iol^Hg^isa 
Y^ith  thp^e  of  their, own  caravans.  <  "  '  j  , 
On  the  2pth,  .at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  they 
l«ftMaine|M^f«t^kvi«^  hadpa^edtfie  nighty 

^nd,  at  ten,  pame  to  the  mouth,  of  the  defiles.  At 
eleven  they  bjagan  to ^de^cendt  having  had  a  very  im^ 
perceptible  ftticent^otii  %4tim  ftll  the  way. 

They  encamped  at  night  at  Koraini,;  and  hence 
^hey  departed  earJy  in  the  j  morning,!,  and,  at  ten 
o'c]p,ck,  parsed  several  defiles,  perpetually  alarmed 
^y  a  report,  that  th#  Arabi  Wer«  appr^a^cbtng ;  lioiie 
of  whom  they  ever  ^aw.^ 

The  trayeUer^  then  proceeded  through  along  plaio, 
ft  Ihe  eu4  of  invliich  they  <:ame  to>«^  tiloantainilcbiefty 
coinpp^ed  of  the  marble  called  verde  a»iiff),  but  by 
the  i9P8|;  heaotrfttl  of  the  kind  thajt  Mr,  Brwce  h^d 
fiKft*  se^it*  They  ba^  afl^wSi^^  iiioiintafns  of  j*. 
species  of,  granite,  on  eilher  side  as  far  a»  Mesag^ 
Terfowey,  where  they  encamped  at  noon,  Mr>  Bruce 
iretit  with  his  camel-drivers  tO:  procure  water,  which 
'^n^^  sapplifd^by  springs,  bi:^t,lies  in  catvifcws.inUha 
ropk  about  five  miles  from  their  encampment,  "jfilere 
he  shot  two  aptelppes,  and  it  was  near  naidaiglbt  be-r 
fm^  tkp  piytf  returned,  with  the  $m)^  stoiji  wllter. 
They  were  stjrpsisfid  XOrM      Wot?  lighted* 

'  V  which 
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w\\\ch  at  so  late  an  hour  was  unusual,  and  the  Arabs 
parading'  ar#titfd  tbtirt  iri  ^iftbU^  Soon  after  the  How-- 
adat  Arab  came  with  a  messenger  from  Sidi  Hassan, 
the  conductor  of  the  caravan/  desiring  that  Mr. 

W6uld  instantly  repair  to  hfsrtettti  fetitM*^^^^^^ 
cused  himself  from  going-,  on  account  of  fatigue,  and 
the  unseasonableness  of  the  houn  On  enquiring  he 
hunA  tfcat  wlifle  his  people  tl^s1eep,  tiiw  ntei^  hsd 
got  into  their  tent,  where  he  had  allowed  the  Turks 
for  security  to  deposit  their  baggage^  and  attempted 
td  sfe^l  0oe  of  their  portmanteau^;  bqt  these 
were  chafeeif  t^get^eft  and  the  tent^pole  ?ii  the  ibW- 
dle,  the  noise  had  awakened  the  servants,  who 
seized  one  of  the  depredators.  The  Turks  would 
Itate^di^pltt^ed  him  with  their  ktii'Kes,  liad"t%ey^'te 
been  prevented  by  Mr.  Bruce*s  servants,  according  to 
his  constant  orders.  They  had  permission  indeed  to 
tti^  tWir^tiditt^  Md  htid  m  thft  fi^^a^foci  Employed 
them  so  liberally,  especially  Abd  el  Gin,  who  was 
the  first  to  seize  the  robber,  that  the  latter,  a  servant 
of  Sidi  HiL$$£tn|'  was  known  to  be  alive  by  ndthihg 
but  his  grosoiw.  ♦ 

Next  morning,  at  dawn  of  day,  the  caravan  was  all 
in  motion,  having  received  intelligence  that  two  days 
before  a  body  of  the  Atouni,  a  predatory  trHb^^  ^f 
Arabs,  had  watered  at  Terfowey.  Sidi  Hassan  ap-* 
pearedv  on  horseback,  attended  by  about  a  hundred 
of  hife  ?oli6wefs,  and  sent  word  fo  Mr.  Braee, 
was  also  mounted,  to  advance  with  only  two  servants.- 
lie  returned  for  answer  that  he  had  no  interiti^n  of 
^(ivancing  J  but  if  Sidi  Hassan  had  any  biljSm^tifS  i^t^^^ 
Mfii,rhe  would  meet  him  one  to  one,  or  three  to  six 
just  as  he  pleased.  Sidi  Hassan  now  sent  word  that 
he  wanted  to  communicate  the  account  he  had  heard 
respecting  the  Atouni,  that  Mr.  Bruce  might  be 
uporiHiis  guard  ;  to  which  our  traveller  repliedi,  that 
he  was  already  on  his  guard  against  thieves  of  all 
iie&«riptii)»»^l^^^  if  people  were 

l|i6mselVj^  lljiei^9^or  en^uraged  ^ms  to  be  so,  or 

whether 
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ti^heth^r  ifi^  w^re  Atoutit  or  Ababde.  '  A  tTWrd  mm^ 
sage  cania  &i)ra  Sidi  Hassan  requesting,  as  it  was  a 
cald  morning-,  that  Mr.  Bruce  would  give  him  a  dish 
of  cofFe^.  The  latter  ordered  one  of  his  servants  to 
bring  the  coffee-pot,  and  directing  his  pimple  ' to  sit 
down,  rode  up  to  Sidi  Hassan  and  dismounted  ;  the 
other  did  the  same.  He  said  he  was  much  surprized 
that,  aft6|||his  message the  prc&ceding  night,  Mh  Bfct£^ 
had  not  gone  to  him  ;  that  the  whole  camp  was  in 
disturbance  on  account  of  the  beating  of  the  man, 
jsitjd  It  was  m  ibAtieb  m  he  cotild  do  to  ptfeffeOt  Ibrls 
soyiers  from  falling  upon  and  exterl|tffti(iittgf:6ttr  tra- 
veller and  his  followers,  who  did  wrong  to  protect 
the  TurlJs,  who  always  carried  money  to  Mecca  for 
tii^i^handize,  aiid  defrauded  bitti  of  bis  dues.  The 
servant  had  by  this  time  poured  out  a  dish  of  coffee  ; 
but  Mr.  Bruce  said  to  Sidi  Hassan :  "  Stay,  Sir,  till 
we  kmiw  ^heifer  w&  tkte  at  peace.  If  that  be  this 
way  of  levying  dues  upon  the  Turks,  to  send  thieves 
to  rob  tbem  in  mj  tent,  you  should  have  first  advised 
Itia  of  it,  and  then  we  niigbt  have  settled  the  busi- 
JS^S*  With  regard  to  your  preventing  people  from 
murdering  me,  it  is  a  boast  so  ridiculous  that  I  only 
laugh  at  it«  Those  paie-^faced  fellows  who  are  about 
}Ou  rfttiffl^d  in  bfrrriooses  for  feat  of  cold  this 
morning,  are  they  capable  of  looking  janissaries  like 
mine  in  th^  face  ?  Speak  low,  and  in  ArabiCji  when 
•yoii  tfllk  attMstate,  or  it  may  iiot  perhapsrli^  iti  my 
power  to  return  you  the  compliment  yon  paid  me  last 
nighty  or  hinder  them  from  killing  you  on  the  spot  !*' 
On  this  a  man  behind  exclaimed  :  Were  ever  such 
Words  spoken  ?  Tell  me,  tnaster,  are  you  a  king  ?'*-^ 
If  Sidi  Hassan  is  your  master,"  replied  Mr,  Bruce, 
and  you  speak  to  me  on  this  occasion,  you  are  a 
wretch !  get  out  of  tii^r  sigbt !  I  twe^r  that  while  you 
are  here  I  will  not  drink  a  dish  of  coffee,  anld^  will 
instantly  mount  my  horse.^^  He  then  rose,  and  the 
seirvarft  $lras  preparing  to  take  back  the  coffee-pot, 
when  Hassan  ordered  bis  servantoiit  of  bis  presence, 
4.  ii      '  aaying; 
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saying";  No,  no,'  give  me  th^  toffee  if  we  are  iii 
peace/'  He  drank  it  accotdlttgly.  **Now,"  said 
he,  past  is  past ;  the  Atouni  are  to  meet  us  at  the 
mouth  of  Beder  (one  of  the  narrow  passes  in  the 
moantains)  ;  your  people  are  better  armed  than  ttilHier^ 
they  are  Turks,  and  used  to  fighting.  I  wish  you  to 
go  foremoijt,  and  my  people  will  take  charge  of  your 
^mi^^f  though  they  have  fiMt  th^^Mtk^  of  theif 
own,  and  have  enough  to  do  to  take  charge  of  their 
corn/' — "And  I/' replied  Mr.  Bruce,  if  I  vvanted 
wkter  and  pwM^io^^^^  go  to  ftte^  ttie  Atouni, 

.who  would  use  i*f#<vell.  You  don't  know  that  the 
Atouni  are  Arabs  of  Ali  Bey,  and  that  I  am  his  man 
in  confidence,  going  to  the  sherriffe  of  Mecca  ?  The 
Jfetaitoi  will  not  hurt  »*$;5  bcrt  at 

:commahder  of  the  caravan,  we  have  all  sworn  that 
we  will  not  fire  a  shot  ^  till  we  see  you  heartily  en- 
gaged  J  nnd  theti  t*^  will  46  <nit  %e&fc  to  irn^  the 
sherriffe  of  Mecca's  corn  for  his  sake  only.  They  all 
'cried  out  j  Ei  Fedtah  !  El  Fedtah  !  and  Mr*  Bruqe 
Silid  the  prayer  of  ^mm^  %pt(SiLfiM^^ixQm  6f  |W 
STurk^  would  go  near  Hassan. 

On  the  way  from  Terfowey  to  Cosseir  Mr.  Bruce 
was  astonished  at  the  immense  quantities  of  jasperi 

-gr*anite,  and  marhle  of  various  colors^  but  dhfefly  Md 
and  green,  of  which  the  naked  mountains  are  here 

,  composed.  As  the  range  of  those  containing  the  red 
krafllis^iire^M^^^^  Sea,  and  auitl^e^teen  from 

ship  sailing  down  the  Abyssinian  coast,  he  conjec- 
tures that  this  sea  may  more  probably  hsi^ve  received 
iirnafiae  fr dm  their  sappearance,  tliarti  #6itn  any  othei* 

circumstance  to  which  writers  have  thought  fit  to  as- 
cribe  it.  He  now  ceased  to  wonder,  like  many  other 
travellers,  where  the  ancients  procured  that  prodigious  ^ 
quantity  of  .fine  marble  With  which  all  their  building 
«,bbiilld,  after  having  passed  in  four  days  more  por- 
phyry, marble,  and  jasper,  than  would  build  Rome, 
Athens,  Corinth,  Syracuse,  Memphis,  Alexandria, 
»niJ  hedf  %  dozen  such  aitieB^ 
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At  length  on  the  22d  they  arriv^ed  at  Cpsseir,  a 
small  mud-waired  villag'e,  built  upon  the  shor0|ftlfl0llg 
hillocks  of  floating-  sand.  It  is  defended  by  a  square 
fort  of  hewn  stone,  with  square  towers  in  the  angles^ 
which  have  in  them  three  small  cannon  of  iroii^^tii^ 
one  of  brass,  all  in  very  bad  condition;  of  no  other 
use  but  to  terrify  the  Arabs,  and  hinder  them  from 
plun^ertnf  lluft  tiWii  ^lieiri^  1^^^  tjttrn,  going  to 
Mecca  in  time  of  famine.  The  walls  are  not  high; 
nor  was  it  accessary,  if  the  great  guns  were  in  order, 
Btit  as  this  U  w^t  the  case,  the  ramparts  are  height- 
ened by  clay,  Or  by  Inud-walls,  to  screen  the  soldiers 
from  the  fire-arms  of  the  Arabs,  that  might  otherwise 
command  Ifhem  from  the  sandy  hills  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. ' 

The  port,  if  we  may  call  it  so,  is  on  the  south-east 
of  the  town.  It  is  nothing  but  a  rock,  which  runs 
ibntit  tiSijt  htmdred  yards  into  the  sea,  and  ^efendsL 
the  vessels  which  ride  to  the  west  of  it,  from  thm 
north  and  north-east  winds,. as  the  houses  of  the  town 
cover  them^  from  the  north-west.  There  is  a- large 
inclosure,  with  a  higli  mud-wall ;  and,  within,  Mmvy 
merchant  has  a  shop  or  magazine  for  his  corn  and 
merchandise:  little  of  this  last  is  imported,  unless 
cfoarse  India  goods,  for  the  consumpt)jiDr  ml  Upper 
Egypr,  since  the  trade  to  Dongala  land  Seniiftar  ha« 
been  interrupted. 

Mr.  Bmee  fotlh&^i  by  many  meridian  altitudes  df 
the  sun,  taken  at  the  castle,  that  Cosseir  is  in  latitude 
2^°  7'  51"  north  ;  and,  by  three  observations  of  Jupi- 
tfet^s  statellites,  he  found  its  longitude  to  be  34°  4'  15" 
east  of  the  meridian  Greenwli^. 

The  caravan  from  Syene  arrived  at  this  time,  es- 
corted by  four  hundred  Ababde,  all  upon  camels, 
each  armed  with  tvrd^didi'l  Javelins.  The  manner  of 
their  riding  was  very  whimsical;  they  had  two  small 
saddles  on  each  camel,  and  set  back  to  back^  which 
injgbJi  bt,  w^tMr  p^tlee,  coqi^M  Enough  j  but, 
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Interview  between  Mr.  Bruce  an€  ^tSlMofllt&TAbvb^ 

if  they  htiti  beett  to  figphi  wit'h  our  travellers,  every 
ball  would  have  killed  two  of  them. 

The  whole  town  was  filled  witji  terror  at  the  influx 
of  8e^  many  barbarians,  who  know  no  law  but 'their 
own  will-  Every  door  was  shut  and  Hussein  Bey, 
one  of  the  Beys  who  had  been  driven  from  Cairo  by 
Ali  Bey,  and  who  then  resided  in  the  castle  of  Cos- 
seir,  sent  word  to  Mr.  Brace £o  remove  thiUier.  Our 
traveller  hearing  that  these  were  people  of  Nimmer, 
resolved  to  try  whether  he  could  trust  himself  among 
theria  in  the  tf^et^t  or  not  t  btit  thdng^li  he  Mi  ltt|;(fe 
apprehension  for  his  personal  safety,  he  took  the  pft*' 
caution  to  de{)osit  the  most  valuable  part  of  his  bag;« 
gage,  his  medicines,  and  memorafjdamsr  iil  a  chamW 
in  the  castle.  Next  m^mi^g  he' was  looking  for  shelU 
by  the  spa  side,  when  one  of  his  servants  came  in  a 
great  fr%bt  and  hurry  to  inform  him,  that  the  Ababde 
M  discovered  that  Abdiel-gin  wai  int  Atotriii  iheif 
enemy,  and  had  either  cut  his  throat  or  were  about 
to  do  it.  Mounting  a  horse,  which  the  man  had 
biiougtt»  Mvi  Brace  littttiediately  galloped  off.  tiji 
wards  the  camp  Of  the  Arabs.  He  had  not  proceeded 
above  half  a  mile  over  the  sands  when  he  began  to 
reffeet 'tin  the  rashness  of  thfe  tittrfejrt^ing,)  and  that 
he  was  committing  himseJf  to  lhe  mtf^y  of  a  band  of 
,savages  who^e  only  trade  was  robbery  and  plunder; 
:and  by  whom  he  should  probably  be  as  ilUtreated  as 
^theiBati  whom  he  hoped  to  rescue.  BereeiSirfttg,  how- 
ever, a  crowd  of  people  before  him,  and  considering 
that  they  might  be  at  that  moment  dispatching  the 
poor  fellow,  all  consldei<^tmi^  ibf  Ish  owft  safety 
vanished,  and  without  loss  of  time  he  advanced  to- 
wards them.  After  some  inquiries,  which  were  at 
fii*stl»tfSWered  with  great  shyness,  jfer.  Brnce  found 
that  these  Ababde  were  commanded  by  Ibrahim  the 
son  of  his  friend,  the  Nimmer,  to  whom  he  desired 
^  hb  instantly  cpmltiete<iv  On  his  way  he  saw  the 
tiiifortonate  Abd-el*g%j       li?as^l0q#|Mrangled  by 

ahair*tope 
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a  hair-rope  thrown  round  his  neck,  and  cried  out 
ttmi  pWiMlf  te'dttrtrttvfetl^i*  fliit^^^^  l^m-^ 
ceedingf  to  the  black  tent  which  had  a  long  speftt 
thrust  up  in  the  end  of  it,  he^  met  Ibrahim  and 
hi$  brother  at  the  door.     No  sooner  had  he  dis- 
momtted,  and  taken  hold  of  the  |iiit&r  df  the  tent/ 
saying*  FiarduCf      V  am   under  your  protection/? 
than  he  was  recognized  by  the  Aml)s.    "  What/^ 
smtf  they,  "  are  you  Yagoube,  our  physician,  a»di0tlt^^ 
friend?"  **  Let  me  ask"  you/*  replied  he,  "if  you 
are  the  Ababde  of  Shekh  Ammerj,  who  cursed  your- 
ishh^  and  fmt  tiMtoeii*  if  ^v^i"  you  lifteij  ^/^lid^ 
against  me  or  mineir  in  the  deserts  or  in  the  plb:i!f^i4^ 
field  ?  If  you  have' repented  of  that  oath  or  sworn 
falsely  on  purpose  to  deceive  me,  here  I  am  come  to 
you  in  the  desert/' — "  We  are  ^h#  Abaird^iC^^^ 
Ammer,"  rejoined  Ibrahim,  "  there  are  no  other,  and 
we  still  say,  *  Cursed  be  he,  whether  our  father  or 
ehtMi  tliati*  lifts  hir  ftandi  agmtiftf  you  m  the  deisierl:  or 
in  the  plowed  field/       "  Then/'  said  Mr.  Bruce, 
with  a  vehemence  justified  by  the  occasion,  **y  ou  are 
all  accurgfedl]^  the  d  the  field  ;  for  a  num- 

ber of  your  people  are  goittg  to  murder  my  servant. 
They  took  him  indeed  from  my  house  in  the  town  ; 
perhaps  that  is  not  included  in  your  course,  as  it  is  nei- 
ther in  the  desert  nor  in  the  plowed  field/'  "  Whew 
replied  Ibrahim,  with  a  kind  of  whistle,  that  is  down- 
right nonsense.  Who  are  those  of  my  people  that , 
have  authority  fd  tiiUrd#r€irn'€l  take  prisoners  wiiile  I 
am  here  ?  Here,  one  of  you,  mount  Yagoube's  horse 
.and  bring.that  man  to  me/*  Then  turning  to  Mr* 
Bruce,  he  added,  **For  God  renounce  me  a^id  mtne 
if  it  is  as  you  say,  and  one  of  tham  bath  touched  the 
hair  of  his  head^  if  ever  he  drinks  again  of  theNile/^ 
Wfae  culprit  Abd-el-gin,  attended  by  forty  or  fifty  of 
the  Ababde,  soon  arrived.  A  violent  altercatickn  now 
ensued  between  Ibrahim  and  his  people  in  their  own 
language.  Mr.  Bruce  soon  found  that  Sidi  Hassan,. 
l!#  ieiSi^f  0^  f#r«ttge  fertile  beating  * 
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interTfewbeiween  Hr.'^race  and  the  chief  of  the  Ababde. 

which  his  servant  had  received  in  his  attempt  to  steal 
tmgg^age  of  the  tiitka,  hai  iia^tmed  the  Ahabde 
Ihat  Abd-el-gin  was  an  Atouni  spy,  whom  he  had  dle- 
tected,  and  who  wa§  come  to  learn  their  numbers,  that 
Be  might  bring  his  tribe  to  surprize  them.  As  they 
had  not  the  slightest  intimation  that  he  was  undet^tlie 
protection  of  Mr.  Bruce,  or  that  the  latter  was  at. 
Cosseir,  the  Ababde  considered  that  they  had  a  very 
meritorious  sacrifice  to  make  in  the  person  of  poor 
Abd-el-gin.  After  this  explanation  both  parties  were 
again  on  the  most  friendly  footing^  fresh  medicines 
were  lifilc^d  jfei^ihfelSlintoer,  and  gre«t  than^ftlin«$a 
expressed  for  those  formerly  received  ;  and  a  prodi- 
gious  <]^uantity  Qf  meat^  excellently  dressed,  and  most 
agiwbly  dtlrl^  i»\lh  fresh  water  from  the  coldest 
rocks  of  Terfowey,  was  set  before  Mr.  Bruee  £M 
wooden  platters.  At  length  he  took  his  leave  accom- 
panied by  Abd-el-gin,  who  had  been  clothed  by  Ibra- 
him from  head  to  foot,  and'tWd^  Ahttbdi^>  pifcrleci 
tion  in  case  of  accident. 

Hussein  Bey  had  brought  with  him  from  Jidda  to 
Cossier  a  stiialf  but  tessel  belonging  to  ^hefcei* 
on  the  east  coast  of  Arabia  Felix,  which  came  from 
that  country  with  a  cargo  of  frankincense.  The  Rais 
had  spoken"**©  tHe^  Bey^  Id  recommettd  him  to  Mr: 
Bruce,  who  proposed  to  the  latter  to  make  it  worth 
the  captain's. while  to  take  their  mutual'  friends,  the 
Tark*,  on  board,  and  carry  them  to  Yambo,  that 
they  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  blessing  which 
would  result  from  a  visit  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet, 
and  which  they  had  toiled  so  much  to  earn.  He  pro- 
mised in  this  case  to  Mffe  th6.  veisel  oti  her- rettii^h- 
from  Yambo,  for  the  purpose  of  ,  making  a  survey  of 
the  Red  Sea  to  the  Streights  of  Babeiraandel.  This 
proposal,  so  agreeable  iti  all  partiesj  was  immediately 
accepted.  The  Turks  and  the  Bey  departed,  ,  and 
with  them  Mr.  Bruce  dispatched  the  Arab  Abd-el-gin, 
to  whi»m  He  tiisi  ^Qly  gave  something  himself,  but  re-, 
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^fdrla,  iti  ease  #6  vasSfel  sBo^^^  tomb  tltefe  ih  hei* 
voyage.  ^  '  , . 

Mr.  Bruce,  on  the  departure  of  Hussein  Bey,  took 
up  his  quarters  in  the  castle,  and  as  the  Ahabde  had 
told  strange  stories  about  the  Mt)untain  of  Etnerakls, 
he  determined,  till  his  captain  sl^ould  return,.to  make 
a  voyage  thither.  There  was  no  possibility  of  knoVir- 
ingtbe  distanfe€  by  report^  So4i)i^t&n^  |I^^^W^ 
five  miles,  sometimes  it  n^m  fi%>«iticl  sometime®  it 
was  a  hundred.  ' 

He  chose  a  mm  wlw  fcad  befeii  twiefe  at  th6dfe'tti0rt^^ 
tains  of  emeralds;  and  with  the  best  boat  then  in  the 
harbour,  on  Tuesday  the  14th  of  March,  they  sailed, ' 
.with  the  wind  at  north-east,  about  an  hour  before  the 
dawn. of  day.  They  kept  coasting  along  with  a  very 
moderate  wind,  much  diverted 'with  the  red  and  green 
appearance  of  the  marble  mountains. on  the  coast. 
Their  v^essel  M  ^leisi&ili  tifefe  a  stmw  «iMt¥a^,  mwAb 
of  the  leaves  of  a  kind  of  a  palm-tree,  which  they 
call  Doom.  It  was  fixed  above^  and  drew  up  like  a 
curtaiti,  but  die!  tmi  !ti%^ripirith  a  yisifi  like  a  sail ;  so 
that  upon  stress  of  weather,  if  the  sail  was  furled,  it 
was  so  top-heavy,  that  the  ship  must  founder,  or  the 
,mast  be  carried  away.  But,  by  way  of  indemnifica*- 
tion,  the  planks  of  the  *i*^el!  SiB^^id  f^^het^ 
and  there  was  not  a  nail,  nor  a  piece  of  iron,  in  the 
whole  ship  ;  so  that  when  you  struck  upon  a  rock  it 
w As  seldooi  that  ^i\f  damage^eivsued . 

On  the  15th,  about  nine  o'clock,  Mr.  Bruce  saw  a 
lar|;e  high  rock,  like  a  pillar^^  rising^qut  of  the  sea.  At 
first  he  took  it  fd#  ^  part  of  llifredtttiBent ;  but,  as  he 
advanced  nearer  it,  the  sun  being  very  clear,  and  the- 
sea  calm,  he  took  an  observation,^  and  as,  their  situa- 
tion was  lat.  ^5^  6',  and  the  island  about  a  league  dis- 
tant, to  the  S.  S.  W.  of  them,  he  concluded  its  lati- 
tude to  be  pretty  exactly  25'  3'  north.  This  island  is 
about  three  miles  from  the  shore,  of  an  oval  form,  rising 
in  the  middle.  It  seei|t$  |^  be  of  n.M^  tif  granite  ; 
and  is  i:aUed,  in  the  Iftogtiage  of 'the  coijntry,  Jibbel 
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Siberget,  which  has  been  translated  The  Mountain  of 
Mm$ralds.  Siberget,  however,  is  a  word  iti  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Shepherds,  who,  probably,  never  in  their 
lives  saw  an  emerald  ;  and  though  the  Arabic  transla- 
tion is  Jihhel  Zumrudf^ui  Ibatiivoird  b&ii  been  tmm^ 
ferred  to  the  emerald,  a  very  fine  stone,  oftener  seen 
since  the  discovery  of  the  new  world,  yet  Mr.  Bruce 
very  miicb  tfi^ij^  wfiet!i4r  *ith^  Siberget  or  ^Iwintetf 
ever  meant  Emerald  in  old  times. 

On  the  16thf  at  da^- break,  our  traveller  took  with 
lifiltlJtef^A:!^^  ^iio  knew  the  plae#.    I'hey  . 

landed  on  a  point  perfectly  desert;  at  first,  sandy 
like  Cosseir,  afterwards,  where  the  soil  was  fixed, 
producing  some  few  plants  of  rue  or  absinthium. 
They  advanced  above  three  miles  farther  in  a  perfectly 
desert  country,  with  only  a  few  acacia-trees  spattered 
here  and  there,  and  came  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
AbaOt^ewh  yafds^  up  fr6^  its*  bItSB  itra  live  pits  or 
shafts,  none  of  them  four  feet  in  diameter,  called  the 
Zumruii  Wellsp  from  which  thie  ancients  are  said  to 
hate  driaWft  t?h^  feWie^f^ldk:  0iir  ti^aietes  were  hot 
provided  with  materials,  little  endowed  with  in- 
clination to  descend  into  any  one  of  them,  where  the 
air  was  probably  bad.  Mr.  Bruce  picked  up  the 
nozzels,  and  some  fragments  of  lamps,  Itke  t%#ii>  of 
which  we  find  millions  in  Italy  ;  and  some  worn  frag- 
ments, but  very  small  ones,  of  that  brittle  green  crys- 
tal^ wMeh  is  fbe  and  bilur  of  E^thiopia,  per- 
haps the  zumrud,  the  smaragdus  described  by  Pliny, 
but  by  no  means  the  emerald,  known  since  the  disco- 
very of  tite  tifetirWorfd,  whose  first  character  absolutely 
defeats  its  pretension,  the  true  Peruvian  emerald  being 
equal  in  hardness  to  the  ruby. — M.  Bruce,  having 
SUtitfied  his  curiosity  as  to  these  mountains,  without 
having  seen  a  living  creature,  returned  to  his  boat, 
where  he  found  all  weU,  and  an  excellent  dinner  of 
fish  prepared.  ^ 

About  three  6'clook  in  #erl#imw^ 
abl^  wind  and  fine  weathe^  tb#|^«on^^  the 
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coast,  with  an  easy  saiL  !]^l*0y  saw  lip  appeai^anae&f 
any  inhabitants ;  the  mountains  were  broken  and 
pointed  taking  the  direction  of  the  coast,  advancing 
md  ^&&3img'^s  the  shore  itself  dtd«  They  contiuilea 
this  voyage;  and,  after  encountering  storms  that  were 
nearly  proving  fatal  to  them,  they  arrived  safe  at  Cps* 
dtir  iie  t^lh,  dboiJt  tliefeld^e  bf  ih^^r&mbg. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  Mr.  Bruce,  after  having  made 
his  last  observation  of  longitude  at  Cosseir,  embarked 
on  board  a  vessel  he  had  procured  for  the  purpose^ 
and  sailed  l^otn  that  pott.  It  was  necessary  to  con* 
ceal  from  some  of  his  servants  his  intention  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  bottom  of  the  Gulph,  lest,  finding 
themsdves  aitiocig^  CJhffe^lians  so  nea*  C5fel)f&^  they 
might  desert  a  voyage  of  which  t|^e|r  Wme  $0  $ickj 
before  it  was  vi^ell  begun. 

Ih~fik&  in^ming  of  the  6tji,  they  made  the  Jaffatem 
Jbtands^  ^^^^^  itt  Bi»^bepi  by  shoals 

and  sunken  rocks.  They  are  crooked,  or  bent  like 
half  a  bow,  and  are  dangerous  for  ships  sailing  in  tli6 
flight,  because  there  seems  torh^  a  |ri$^ajpfe  b^t^^ 
them,  to  which,  when  pilots  are  attending,  they  neg- 
lect two  smalj  dangerous  sunk  rocks,  that  lie  almc^ 
in  the  niidSle  e#  the  mtmmB^  ito  tep  wtfter- 

On  the  9th,  they  arrived  at  Tor,  a  small  straggling 
village^  with  a  convent  of  Greek.Monks^  belonging  to 
Bieiiint  Sittaf.  Bdfr  John  dg  tJastro  took  iSiis  town 
l^hm  it  was  walled  and  fortified,  soon  after  the  disco-- 
very  of  the  Indies  by  the  Portuguese ;  it  has  never 
since  been  of  any  consideration.  It  serves  now  only 
as  a  watering-place  for  ships  going  to  and  from  Suez. 
From  this  we  have  a  distinct  view  of  the  points  of  the 
mountains  Horeb  and  Sinai,  which  appear  behind  and 
Hbove  the  others,  tliHeirtop]^  being  often  cor^v^iiJ  With 
snow  in  winter. 

The  Rais,  having  dispatched  his  business  was  eager 
to  depart  j  and,  accordingly  on  the  11th  of  April,  at 
day-oreaky  they  stood  out  of  the  harbour  of.Tor.  Jkt 
iwgbtt  by  »tt  ol^^f^on  of  two  jstars  in  the  meridian, 

i.  Jr  Mr* 
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jftHtei^  ?j<iircitided  the  latitude  of  Cape  Mahomet  to 
be  it^  54'  N.  It  must  be  understood  of  the  moun- 
tain, or  high  land,  which  forms  the  Cape,  not  the 
low  point.  The  ridge  of  rocks  that  runs  along  be- 
hind Tor,  bound  that  low  sandy  country,  called  the 
Desert  of  Sin,  to  the  eastward,  and  end  in  this  Cape, 
which  is  the  high  land  observed  at  sea;  but  the  lower 
part,  or  southernmost  extreme  of  the  Cape,  runs 
about  three  leagues  off  from  the  high  land ;  and  is  so 
low  that  it  cannot  be  seen  from  deck  above  three 
leagues,  *  « 

On  the  12th  they  sailed  from  Cape  Mahomet,- just 
as  the  .j;jun  appeared,  Thej  passed  the  island  of  Ty- 
roije^  ljj  tim  of  the  Mariitic  Gulf,  wMdi  divides 

itp#tfc^  ii^flldly  into  two ;  or  rather  the  north-west  side 
is  the  narrowest.  The  dii'ection  of  the  Gulf  jis  neaelj 
north  and  south. 

On  the  15th  they  cltm^  t&  i^  mtkmt^  El  Har, 
where  they  saw  high,  craggy,  and  broken  mountains, 
called  the  Moimtains  of  Ruddua*  These  abound 
with  springs  of  leiraiair  j  iStlHoetof  Arabidh  African 
fruits  grow  here  in  perfection^  i&ftd  every  kind  of  ve- 
getable that  they  will  take  the  pains  to  cultivate.  It  is 
the  paradise  of  the  people  of  Yanibo;  those  of  any 
substance  have  country-houses  there ;  but,  strange 
to  tell,  they  stay  but  for  a  short  time,  and  prefer 
the  bare,  dry,  and  burning  sands  about  Yambo  to 

countries,  that  exists  in  the  world.  The  people 
the  place  told  Mr.  Bruce,  that  water  freezes  there 
lii'  vvitttfei^,  ailfl  th^t  thete  atfe  mtiii  trf  tti^  inhabi" 
tants  who  have  red  hair  and  blue  eyes,  a.  thittg 
scarc^y  evej-js^en  but  in  the  coldest  momt^im  hilihe 
east.  ' 

011  thsa  16th,  about  ten  o'clock,  they  passed  a 
mosque,  or  Shekh's  tomb,  on  the  main  land,  on  their 
left  hand,  called  Kubbet  Yambo,  q,nd  be i ore  eleven 
they  anc|^if#cf  mtlie  t^w  water. 
Yambo,  C6rrtt|tiy  called Ittifeon  isfewan^iept  city,  now 
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lii^iliicllecl  to  a  paltry  village*  YatnbOj  »  teiii* 
guag'e  of  the  country,  signifies  a  fountain  or  spring, 
a  very  copious  one  of  excellent  water  being  found 
ili^re  among  the  date  trees,  and  it  t*f  tM  sM^ 

tions  of  the  Emir  Hadje  in  going  to  and  coming  from, 
Mecca; .  The  advantage  pf  the  port,  however^  which 
tfie  dtMr  liias  ttctt^  mtd  the  ptfdteefcitfit  df  tl^  caBtlje^ 
have  carried  trading  vessels  to  the  modern  Xambo^ 
where  there  is  no  water  but  what  is  brought  from  pooi$  . 
dug  on  purpose  to  receive  the  rain  when  it  falls. 

Yambo,  or  at  least  tke^pmMtkiMmi  i^  tk^t  nWm^p 
Mr.  Bruce  found,  by  many  observations  of  the  sun 
and  stars,  to  be  in  latitude  24°  3'  35"  north,  and  in 
lmg.W  l0  $&^  M^i  fi^  iM  ftiaridiaa  of  (ireen* 
wich. 

The  many  delays  of  loading  the  .wheat,  and  the  del 
$if^  nf  ddnbling  the  quantity  Mr.  Brtice  had  been 
pertnitted  to  take,  detained  him  at  Yambo  till  the 
37th  of  April,  very   much  against  his  inclination* 
HcjWas  not  a  little  uneasy  at  thinking  among  what 
M  banditti  he  lived,  whose  daily  wmlt  Warto  rib  a^ 
murder  him,  from  which  they  were  restrained  by 
fear  only ;  and  this,  a  fit  of  drunkenness  or  a  piece 
bfbadtiews,  sach  afi  a  repoit  of  Jtli  0ey's  death, 
might  remove  in  a  moment.    Indeed  they  were  al- 
lowed  to  want  nothing.  A  shee|i,  some  bad  beer,  and 
WOM^Wtygood  wheat-bread,  were  delivered  to  them. 
#wi^  3ky  from  the  Aga,  which  with  dates  and  hon^, 
and  a  variety  of  presents  from  those  that  Mr.  Bruce 
attended  as  a  physician,  made  them  pass  their  time 
eooifoftablf  -fitjoffit^lr?  I^i^f  ui^#fit  frequently  iii  tha 
boats  to  fish  at  sea,  and  as  our  traveller  had  brought 
with  him  three  ti2;-gigs  of  different  sizes,  with  the 
propef  Tin^s,  toe  tetdbtii  rfettirfied  without  killi ng  four 
or  five  dolphins.    The  sport  with  the  line  was  life^^ 
wise  excellent.    They  had  vinegar  in  plenty  at  Yam* 
bo:  onions,  and  ieveral  other  greens,  from  Raddua; 
and  being  all  cooks,  they  lived  well^ 

9o  the  SJSth  of  April,  in  the  ittoriJittf,  tljey  sailed 

'  with 
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Jidda. 

with  a  cargo  of  wheat  that  did  not  belong  to  them, 
and  three  passengers  instead  of  one,  for  whom  only 
Mr,  Bruce  had  iindertaken.  After  touching  at  differ- 
ent islands  on  the  8d  of  May  they  arrived  at  Jidda, 
clo»^  llpon  the  quay,  wher^tlte  officers  of  the  cu$itom« 
house  immediately  took  possession  of  their  baggage. 

The  port  of  Jidda  is  very  extensive,  consisting  of 
fiumberless  shoals,  small  istettSs^  ^^^ttttl^u  rocks, 
with  channels,  however,  between  them,  and  deep 
water.    You  are  very  safe  in  Jidda  harbour  whatever 

prevent  the  water  from  ever  being  put  into  any  gene- 
ral motion;  and  you  may  moor  head  and  stern,  with 
iwentjr  anchoris  out  if  you  please.  But  the  danger  of 
Tbeinglost,  perhaps,  lies  in  the  going  in  dttd  coming 
put  of  the  harbour.  Indeed  the  observation  is  here 
verified,  the  more  dangerous  iheportf  the  abler  the 
pilots^  and  no  accident  evei*  happeh&* 

From  Yambo  to  Jidda  Mr.  Bruce  had  slept  little, 
making  his  memoranda  as  full  upon  the  spot  as  pos- 
p^had,  besife,  an  aguish  disorder,  wfa# 
very  miich  troubled  him,  and  in  dress  and  cleaiii|« 
ness  was  sQ  like  a  Galiongy,  (or  Turkish  seaman,) 
tftat  the  Bmir  Bahar  (captain  of  the  port)  was  asto- 
nlshed  at  hearing  his  servants  say  he  was  an  English^ 
man,  at  the  time  they  carried  away  all  his  baggage 
and  instruments  to  the  custom-house.  The  Emir 
Bahar  sent  his  servant,  however,  ^?th  him  to  the 
Bengal-house,  who  promi'sed   him,  in  broken  En- 

f lish,  all  the  way  a  very  magnificent  repe0ion  /rQi|| 
ia  cottntryirieir."^  Upon  his  naming  all  the  captain 
for  his  choice,  l\Ir.  Bruce  desired  to  be  carried  tQ* 
Scotchman,  a  relation  of  his  own,  who  was  then  ac- 
cidentally fe^inin^  over  the  rs^il  of  the  staircase, 
leading  up  to  his  apartment.  Mr.  Bruce  saluted 
him  by  his  name;  but  he  fell  into  a  violent  rage, 
calling  him  a  villain,  thief,  cheat,  and  renegadq 
rascal;  and  declaretf,'if  Coffered  to  proceed  astefi 
turther,  be  wowld  l^raw  Mm  dd\*»n  stair^^   Our  tra- 
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^  Mr.  Bruce^s  reception  at  Jidda, 

veiled  went  awAj^  «Mhmt  reply,  and  gtiAgf  ttp  Utt 
opposite  staircase,  was  conducted  into  a  large  room, 
where  Captain  Thornhill  was  sittin^^  in  a  white 
callic6  waistcoat,  a  very  high,  pointed  wMtd  dottdil 
night-cap,  with  a  large  tumbler  of  water  before  him, 
seemingly  deep  in  thought.  The  Emir  Bahar'« 
servant  brought  Mr.  Brtice  forward  by  the  hand^ 
a  little  within  the  door;  the  captain  looked  very 
steadily,  but  not  sternly,  at  him,  and  desired  the 
servant  to  go  away^  and  shut  the  door.  "  Sir,'*  says 
he,  ^*  are^  yoiran  E«gMihan'F^^  bo^ed^ 
You  surely  are  sick,  you  should  be  in  your  bed. — 
If  you  want  a  passage  to  India,  apply  to  no  one  but 
1?librnhill  of  the  Bengal  Merchant.-^Heref  l^hilipi 
Philip  Philip  appeared.—**  Boy,"  says  he,  in 
Portuguese,  which,  perhaps,  he  supposed  Mr.  Bruce 
did  not  understand,  **  here  is  a  poor  Englishman, 
that  should  be  either  in  his  bed  or  his  ^ftl^e ;  carry 
him  to  the  cook ;  tell  him  to  give  him  as  much  broth 
and  mutton  as  he  can  eat;  the  fellow  seems  to  have 
hmn  stari?^e^  |  feiit  t  ^mM  m^WMift  ih&  Ifeedin^ 
of  ten  to  India,  than  the  burying  of  one  at.  Jidda.*' 
Philip  accordin|jly  carried  him  into  a  court-yard, 
where  they  lise^  to  expose  tB#  Samples  of  their  India 
goods  in  large  bales.  It  had  a  portico  along  th€^ 
left-hand  side  of  it,  which  seemed  designed  for  a 
stable.  To.  this  place  Mr.  Bruce  was  introduced  ; 
and  thither  the  cook  broughl  Mttt  Ms  tfinii^i^j  SteVfei? 
ral  of  the  English  from  the  vessels,  lascars  and  others, 
came  to  look  at  him  j  and  he  heard  it,  in  general, 
agreed  Among  them  that  he  was  ft  very  thief-like  fel- 
low, and  certainly  a  Turk,  and  d — mn  them  if  they 
should  like  to  fall  into  his  hands.  After  his  repast 
life  fiftlt  ii^^f  aisleep  upon  a  mat.  He  had  with  him 
the  k«3F^ii3^f  Jlig^  boxes  and  trunks  j  and  Yousef  Cabil, 
vizir  or  governor  of  Jidda,  too  eager  for  pillage  to' 
suffer  one  of  Mr.  Bruce's  servants  to  fetch  them, 
directed  the  hinges  to  be  off  ^^^^  ba^^k^^a»d 
ih^s  obtaioed  Recess  to  the  contents  wt thoafe  bf  en m| 

th«L 
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the  locks.  The  first  thing  that  presented  itself  Was 
the  firman  of  the  Grand  Signior;  after  this  was  a 
white  satin  bag  addressed  to  the  Khan  of  Tartary  ; 
next  a  green  and  gi^M  mlk  bag  With^b^li^ter*^*  for  the 
Sherrifi'e  of  Mecca;  a  plain  crimson  salin  bag  with 
letters  for  Metical  Ao^^a,  the  chief  minister  of  the 
Sliemlfe  j  mi  MMf  tfre  fotrn^  n  letter  fr&m 
Ali  Bey  to  himself  written  with  all  the  superiority 
of  a  prince  to  a  slave,  Yousef  now  thought  that  he 
had  gone  too  far  ;  arid  calling  Mr.  Bruce's  sei vant, 
vehemently  upbraided  him  for  not  telling  who  he  was. 
He  then  ordered  the  baggage  to  be  nailed  up  j  and, 
attended  by  a  number  of  naked  blackguards  whom 
they  call  soldiers,  immediately  repaired  to  the  Ben^ 
gal-house.  The  whole  factory  took  alarm;  for  about 
twenty  ^  ix  years  before,  the  English  traders,  fourteen 
iti  ittam1)0i%  Werfe  ^ll  irwafil^^ed^^^^^^  at  dinner 

by  these  savage  people.  Great  enquiry  was  made 
after  the  English  nobleman,  wh^m  npbody  had  seen; 
but  it  was  imidtfi^  we^of  Ji1»  ^s^Mtiitis  Vasi  in  the 
house.  Mr.  Bruce  was  sitting  4rMfe^^^^  coffee  on  the 
mat,  when  the  vizir's  horse  came;  and  the  whole 
court  was  filled.  One  of  the  clerks  of  the  custom- 
house asked  him  where  his  master  \\m*  Which  he 
replied  :  "  In  heaven."  The  vizir  next  came  up,  and 
repeated  the  question  ;  when  Mr.  Bruce  answered 
that  did  not  know  its  purpose ;  but  he  wim  thii  6Wft- 
er  of  the  baggage  which  had  been  taken  to  the  custom-* 
house.  The  vizir  was  much  surprized  at  this  expla- 
nation  ;  matters  ware  mi^it  np  tiMwe^n  him  and  Mr, 
Bruce  ;  and  all  heads  were  now  employed  to  obtain  the 
strongest  letters  possible  to  the  Naybe,  or  prince  of 
Massuah,  the  king  of  Abyssinia,  Michael  Suhul  the 
li^ifiJstigr,  and  the  king  of  Sennaar.  AFlihrnfe  l#lt€i^ 
were  wa-itten  in  a  style  such  as  Mr.  Bruce  could  have 
desired  ;  but  this  was  not  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of 
Cit|>tAin  Price  of  th$  laidtt  of  Bombay  :  this  gentle*- 
man  proposed  to  Metical  Aga,  w  ho  was  a  firm  frien/J 
of  the  Englisjf  at  Jidda^  tp  se^d  a  ni^n  qf  his  own 
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•  Manner  of  carr^ini^  o!i  I  rade  .st  Ji  Jda,  ^ 

with  oiri*  traye|lei%  together  with  tlia  leifeM^^}^ 
Brnce  was  persuaded  that  to  this  measure,  under 
Providence  he  owed  his  life.  According-ly  an  Abjs- 
sltrmif!,  Mttied  Mtihomet  ©ibbtrti.  was  appointed  to 
go  with  particular  letters^  besides  those  which  Mr, 
Bruce  carried  to  the  Na^be  of  Mass^uah,  aiid  tQ  be 
Witft08a  oif  His  f  feceplTOh  tt^i^. 

Of  %\\  the  new  things  Mr.  Bruce  had  yet  seen^ 
what  most  astonished  him  was  the  manner  in  which 
trade  was  carried  on  at  this  place.  Nine  ships  were 
there  from  India:  some  of  them  worth  perha^ 
200,0001.  One  merchant,  a  Turk,  living  at  Mecca, 
thirty  hours'  iourney  off,  where  no  Christian  dares  go, 
whilst  the  whole  vdntiBeti^^^  ^rtfk  fer 

escape,  offers  to  purchase  the  cargoes  of  four  out  of 
nine  of  these  ships  himself  ;  another^  of  the  same 
m^^'  conies  and  says,  he  will  buy  /tione  trnleKS  he 
llM  them  all.  The  samples  are  shewn,  and  the  car- 
goes of  the  whole  nine  ships  are  carried  into  the  wild- 
est part  of  Arabia,  by  men  with  whom  you  would 
tiot  willingly  trust  yourself  alsiiae  inthe  fieM^  Thig*' 
is  not  all :  two  India  brokers  come  into  the  room  to 
settle  the  price,  one  on  the  part  of  the  India  captain, 
"th^iithfer^ti  that  of  the  buyer,  ^i^ilHk;  ^hey  are 
neither  Mahometans  nor  Christians,  but  have  credit 
liyith  both.  Tl^^y  sit  down  on  the  carpet,  and  take 
art  Bi^ia  siiai?r4  ^  carry  on  their  shoulder, 

like  a  napkin,,  atitl  spread  it  over  their  hands.  They 
talk,  in  the  mean  time,  on  different  subjects,  of  the 
arrival  of  ships  from  India,  or  of  the  news  of  the 
day  J  asif  tllR^^^  serioiit  busitee^s 

whatever.  After  about  twenty  minutes  spent  in 
handling  each  others  fingers  under  the  shaw^l,  the 
btirgaiTf  IB  eeiinerad^dj  sny  im-  iilm^  ships,  Withont 
one  word  ever  having  been  spoken  on  the  subject, 
or  pen  or  ink  used  in  apy  shape  whatever.  There 
wevef  was  one  mstttnce  of  a  dispute  happening  on 
these  saleSi,  But  this  is  not  all :  the  ijicmej  is  to  be 
paid*  A.  pyitstte  Moor,  who  has  notlwrjif  to  support 


104    ~  TRAVELS  IN  -^BYSSINIAk 
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him  but  his  character,  become  l^onsible  for  the 
payment  of  these  cargoes;  his  name,  when  Mr.  Bruce 
was  there,  was  Ibrahim  Saraf,  i.  e.  Ibrahim  the  bro- 
ker. This  man  delivers  anti^ber  of  coftrge  hempen 
bags,  full  of  what  is  supposed  to  be  money^  He 
marks  the  contents  upon  the  bag,  and  pots  his  seal, 
upon  the  string  that  ttes  thd  Hb^tMt  w  it.  ^Ws  is 
received  for  what  is  marked  upon  it,  without  any  one 
ever  having  opened  one  of  the  bags  ;  and,  in  India, 
it  is  current  for  the  value  markM  tlpoti  it,  as  long  as 
the  bag  laftik 

Jidda,  as  well  as  all  the  east  coast  of  the  Red  Sea, 
is  very  unwholesome.  Immediately  without  the  gate 
of  that  town,  to  the  eastwards  is  ^  ^ies^t^  plsiitl^llejl} 
with  the  huts  of  the  Bedow6ens,  or  country  Arabs, 
built  of  long  bundles  of  spartum,  or  bant  grass,  put 
tog^6tlier  Ifke  l^sdnesi  Tlt^se  fieaowgeh^v  supply 
Jiddo  with  milk  and  butter,  There  is  no  stirring 
out  of  the  tpwnj,  even  for  a  walk  except  for  about  half 
«  miUt  oh  thfe  Soitth  Side  by  the  sea,  where  there  is 
a  number  of  stinking  pools  of  li^QEUit  water,  which 
contributes  to  make  the  town  very  unwholesome. 

This  place,  besides  being  the  most  unwholesome 
ffSirt  of  Arabia,  is,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  mds*  baN 
ren  and  desert  situation.  This,  and  many  other  in- 
conveniences under  which  it  labours,  would,  prp- 
Mhlyv  hi^V^  occasTon€d  its-  being  abandoned  alifibge- 
ther,  were  it  not  for  its  vicinity  to  Mecca,  and  the 
great  and  sudden  influx  of  wealth  from  the  India 
trade,  which  once  a  year,  arrives  in  this  port,  but 
does  not  continue,  passing  on,  as  through  a  turnpike, 
to  Mecca,  when  it  is  dispersed  all  over  the>  east. 
Very  little  advantage,  however,  accrues  to  Jidda, 
The  custom  are  all  i^tnedl^tely  s6nt  to  A  needy  sove- 
reign, and  a  hungry  set  jof  relations,  dependents 
and  ministers,  at  Mecc  a.  The  gold  is  returned  in 
bags  tod  fe&xes,  fttd  passes  dn  Us  rapidly  to  the  Ships 
as  the  goods  do  to  the  market,  and  leQ:Vm  ts^  jfittle 
jprofit  behind.   In  the  mean  time^  provisions  rise  to 

a  pro- 
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«  prodigious  price,  and  tMi  f^iUs  upon  the  to  busmen, 
vhtte  all  Ihe  profit  of  the  trafic  is  in  the  hands  of 
strangers  ;  most  of  whom,  after  the  market  is  over 
^which  does  not  last  six  weeks,)  retire  to  Yemen,  and 
i^Bfer  neighbtfuring'  coantpias,  which  abound  in  metf 
tfortof  provision. 

Though  Jidda  is  the  country  of  their  prophet,  yet 

the  permission  of  marrying  four  wives  was  allowed 
in  the  district  in  the  first  instance^  and  afterwards 
eommunicated  td  dll  ij^  Btlt  itahoniet,  in 

his  permission  of  a  plurality  iSi^^^es,  seems  constant- 
ly to  have  been  on  his  guard,  against  suffering  that, 
which  was  intended  for  the  welfare  of  his  people, 
tmm  operating  in  tt  #lfffei*ettt  manner.  He  did  ttdt 
permit  a  man  to  marry  two,  three,  or  four  wives, 
unless  he  could  maintain  them.  He  was  interested 
for  the  rights  attd  mnfe  dfthies6*^Wdttietit  tixd  the  nian 
$0  tnarryihg  was  obliged  to  shew  before  the  Gadir 
some  equivalent  officer,'  or  judge,  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  support  them,  according  to  their  birth;  It 
was  not  so  with  Concubines,  with  vi^dttifen  who 
purchased,  or  who  were  taken  .  in  war.  Every  man 
enjoyed  these  at  his  pleasufe  and  their  peril,  that  is 
whi^lher  fife  #^  "aBI^  tbr  niai  ritsiiti  th*fm  or  not.  Wrottk 
the  great  scarcity  of  provisions,  which  is  the  .result 
of  ail  extraordinary  coucpur,se  to  a  place  almost  des- 
titttte  of  the  ifeeeSsarleB  of  life,  few  inhabitants  of 
Jidda  can  avail  themselvejr  of  the  pi^iVltege  granted 
them  by  Mahomet.  A  man  therefore  cannot  man*y 
more  than  ojae  wife,  because  he  cannot  maintain 
more,  and  from  this  caus^^riSe^  the  i^^ajnt  fif  f^toplej 
and  the  large  number  of  unmarried  women. 

The  kindness  and  attention  of  Mr.  Bruce  here  receiv- 
ed frorii  Ms  c^iintrytnen  did  not  leave  htm  m  long 
as  he  was  onshore.  They  all  did  him  the  honour 
td  attend  him  to  the  water  edge.  Ail  the  (juay  of 
jidda  wm  wit^i^e»p}e  %am^  iM  Bn^sh  ssj^fate  j 
md  «loiig  jdik       f^$l  Sftiini  ^mi^tv  bound  to 

5,  ^  MHsuub, 
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Masuah,  which  carried  Mahomet  Abdelca4er»  go. 
vernor  of  Dahalac,  over  to  his  government. 

Jidda  is  in  lattitude  23°  0'  I"  north,  and  in  longU 
tude  30*^  16'  45  east  of  the  meridki*  of  Greenwiefe^ 
The  weather  there  had  few  changes,  and  the  gei>e- 
ral  wind  was  north-west,  or  more  northerly.  Thir 
Wowing  along  ilim  Mt6^t\bli  ibt  the  gulf  brought  a 
great  deal  of  damp  along  with  it ;  and  this  damp  in« 
creases  as  the  season  advances.  -Once  in  twelve  or 
fourteen  days,  perhaps,  they  had  a  sooth  wind,  which 
wos  always  dry. 

On  the  8th  of  July ^769,  Mr. Bruce  sailed  from  the 
harbour  of  Jidda,  on  board  the  same  vessel  as  before 
and  $itlFet^«d  ibe  B4i#  i&  i^k#  4  Bi^^l  loading  for 
his  own  account,  upon  condition  thiat  he  was  ta 
carrj  np  passengers.  The  wind  was  fair,  ^ and  they 
Aaii^d  thrdij^  Sm  at  their  aijobo*s. 

As  they  had  all  honoured  our  traveller  with  their 
regret  at  parting,  and  accompanied  him  to  the  shore, 
t}i#  Jlais  was  surprised  to  see  the  respect  paid  to 
%i^3ittle  vessel  as  it  passed  tofcodpr  their  huge  sterns!, 
every  one  hoisting  her  colour^,  ah4  saluting  it  with 
eleven  guns. 

At  a  quarter  pasteight,  on  th*  &fe^^  tlief  ^rd^ 
towed  to  their  anchorage  in  the  harbour  of  Konfodah, 
which  means  the  town  of  the  hedge-hog.  It  is  a 
Ismail  village,  consisting  of  abo^  two  hundred  mise- 
rable houses,  built  with  green  wood,  and  covered 
with  mats,  made  of  the  doom,  or  palm-tree,  lying 
dli  a  bay,  or  rather  a  shallow  bason,  in  a  desert  waste 
or  plain.  Behind  tl>&  tow^  are  ttftall  Mllocfes  of  White 
sand.  Nothing  groves  on  shore  excepting  kelp  ;  but 
it  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  verj?  luxuriant;  far*, 
tiier  ia  ittoete  ai^e  giirdt^it^.  '^hh  h  1h  g plenty ; 
butter  and  milk  in  abundance  ;  even  the  desert  looks 
fresher  than  other  deserts,  whiph  m?tke^  it  j^rgb^tWe 
that  r^rti  sdmelitkii^%ll^  ther#. 

Konfodah  is  in  latitude  19'' 7' north.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  uuwliplesome  pw%0ti  the  Red  Sea,  provi-' 
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tsion  is  very  dear  and  bad,  and  the  water  execrable^ 
6«ats'  #esfr  is  iha  only  meat^  tt^d  tfcait  very  <leai*  ati^ 
lean. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  thi^y  passed 
Ras  Hell,  which  is  the  boundary  betweeoL  It^men^ 
or"  Arabia  Felix,  and  the  Hejaz,  or  ptwlttee  of  Mm-^ 
ca,  the  first  belonging  to  the  Imam,  or  king*  of  Sana, 
the  other  to  the  SherrifFe.  Mr.  Bruce  desired  the 
Rais  to  anchor  this  night  close  under  the  Capfei  -^iS^tt 
was  perfectly  calm  and  clear ;  and,  by  taking  a  mean 
of  five  observations  of  the  passage  of  so  many  stars, 
l&i&mdst  proper  for  the  purpose,  oirertfie  atttBfldian, 
he  determined  the  latitude  of  Ras  Heli,  and.  conse- 
quently the  boundary  of  the  two  states,  Hejaz  and 
if  emeu,  filP 'Arabia  F^^  AriMa  Deserta,  to  be 

iraa^n^h. 

Every  part  of  the  sandy  desert  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  is  called  Tehama^  which  extends  to  Mo- 
lifeai/  But  in  the  Maps  it  ixmi^d  a»  &  i^pfti*^ 
country  from  Arabia  Felix,  whereas  it  is  but  the  low 
part^  or  sea-coast  of  it  5  and  is  not  a  separate  jurisdic- 
lim  B  ts  tatfed  Tema  in  scripture,  and  derives  its 
name  from  Taami  in  Arabic,  which  signifies  ths*  ii^*. 
CQpt.  There  is  little  water  here,  as  it  never  rains ; 
tliei*e  is  also  no  animal  but  the  gazel  or  antelope,  and 
but  a  small  number  of  these.  There  are  few  birds, 
and  those  are  generally  silent.  On  the  15th,  they 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  port  of  Sibt^  where  Mr* 
Bruct  W€nt  ashore  to  ttiake  his  oM^H^altbtis  dtf 
country  and  inhabitants.  The  mountains  from  E^^i. 
tumbscl  ran  in  an  even  chain  along  the  coast,  at  no 
great  dij^kittje;  but  of  such  a  height,  that  as  yet 
they  had  seen  nothing  like  them.  Sibt  i»  lott 
mean,  and  too  small,  to  be  called  a'  village,  ev^n 
in  Arabia;  it  consists  of  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
miserable  huts  built  of  siraw  ;  around  it  there  is  a 
plantation  of  doom-trees,  of  the  leaves  of  which  they 
make  mats  and  sails,  which  is  the  whole  manufacture 


Wbt — Djezan. 
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►tiTty^  ...    ,1  ,  ■»:>!  i  ■  ■  i  ^   ■  -xr»  :,-    j  jr_:.^  . 

6f  the  place.  ^fTie  Gbttushi  (a  very  bratkh  Wtn^  <sl 
people)  are  the  inhabitants  ;  they  are  perfectly, lean, 
but  muscular  and  {Strong;  they  wear  their  own  bair^ 
which  they  divide  apon  the  crown  of  theii^  head  ;  it 
is  black  and  bushy  ;  and,  although  sufficiently  Ictogi, 
seems  to  partake  of  the  woolly  quality  of  the  negrp. 
They  bind  the  head  with  a  cord  or  fillet  of  the  dooni- 
leaf,  like  the  ancient  di^de^.  The  W0liiei?i  are  gene* 
rally  ill-favoured,  and  go  naked  like  the  men.  Those 
that  kwe  married  have,  for  the  inost  part,  a  rag  about 
thm^  rtruldtei  some  of  thfeitt  mt  that.  <5irls  6f  iall' 
ages  go  quite  naked,  but  seem  not  to  be  conscious 
any  improj[)rii!ety  in  their  appearance^  Their  lips^^. 
eye^browg^  aiid  foreheads  above  |be  ^ei-brows/arft 
all  fiaiirked  with  stibium,  or  antimony^  the  common 
ornament  of  savages  throughout  the  world.  They 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  on  an  equality  with  the  men  j 
^iedv  fi^ati  ^nd  t^ok^  w4fh  theto^  mMr^0f  W^$ 
practice  of  women  among  the  Turks  and  Arabs. 

Here  they  found  no  provisions:  and  the  watej:  was 
mvj  bad,   Jiavmg  retnf  iied  twai*d 
iBti-setf  they  arich'  red  in  eleven  fathom  little  less  than 
a  mile  from  the  shore.    The  harbour  of  Sibt  is  of  a 
semi-circular  form,  screened  between  IS*  N.  E.  and 

S.  W.  but  to  the  south  and  soul^'i^^e^  i|fiS^^e»* 
posed,  and  therefore  is  good  only  in  summer. 

They  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  IGth,  and  at  nine 
in  the^vening  aneltdred  befdre Djezan,  which  is  in 
lat.  16°  4d  north  <  situated  on  a  cape,  which  forms 
one  side  9f  a  large  bay.  It  is  built,  as  are  all  the 
tatvfts  6ti  rfie  ecMist,  with  straw  and  mud*  It  wa^ 
once  a  very  conSidtrable  place  for  trade  j  buf  since 
coffee  hath  been  so  nuich  in' demand,  of  which  they 
have  none,  that  commerce  is  moved  to  Loheia  and 
Hodeida.  It  is  nn  usurpation  from  the  territory  of 
the  Imam,  by  a  Sherriffeof  the  family  of  Beni  Has^- 
sail,  called  Booarish.  The  inhabitants  are  all  Sher- 
flC^^i  ltri;yt^l|^t1i^Hi^;  1^  ignorant  ft^aim 
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Djezan  is  one  of  the  towns  most  subject  to  fevers. — ^ 
the  farenteit  (Pharaoh's  worm)  is  verv  frequent  here, 
^hey  ha*^  gir©kta^lwridan*^^  ^  fiili,  and 

fruit  in  plenty,  .which  is  brought  from  the  mountains, 
whence  also  tbey  are  supplied  vvith  very  good  v^ater* 

They  sailed  from  hence  in  the  evening-  of  Ihe  iTtlij 
and  at  seven  in  the  morning  of  the  ISth  they  first 
discovered  the  mountains  under  which  lies  the  town 
of  Loheia.. — The  bay  was  so  shallow,  and  the  tide 
l)eiitg' at  ebb,  they  could  get  no  nearer  than  witliitt 
about  five  mifes  of  the  shore.  Loheia  is  built  upon 
the  south-west  side  of  a  peninsula,  surrounded  every 
mh^^f  hnt  on  tlrfe  eust,  py  the  sea.  Itn  tlie  itoldd  te 
of  this  neck  there  is  a  small  mountain  which  serves 
for*  a  fortress,  and  there  are  towers  with  cannon, 
wMcb  reach  across  0ii#ach  side  of  the  hill  to  the  shore, 
Bay0tid  this  is  a  pMoi  where  the  Arabs,  intending 
to  attack  the  town,  generally  assemble.  At  Loheia 
they  had  a  very  uneasy  sensation  j  a  kind  of  prick- 
ing came  ihto  tlidr  legs,  ^hieh  werie  hare,  occaMbii- 
^d  by  the  salt  effluvia,  or  steams^  from  the  earth, 
which  all  about  the  town,  and  further  to  the  south. 
Is  st^'ongly  impregnated  with  fhat  imiterah  Fish, 
and  butchers'  meat»  and  ladted  all  sorts  of  provisit>ti, 
are  pljentiful  and  reasonable  at  Loheia,  but  the  wa- 
ter is  bad.  It  is  found  in  the  sand  at  the  root  of  the 
pioantains,  down  the  sides  of  which  it  has  fallen  in 
jthe  time  of  the  rain,  and  is  brought  to  the  town  in 
skins  upo«  camels.  There  is  also  plenty  of  fruit 
):imight  from  the  mountam^^  by  the  Bedowe,  who 
live  in  the  skirts  of  the  town,  and  supply  it  with' milk, 
^rewood,  and  fruit,  chiefly  grapes  and  bananas. 

The  govermnectt  pf  the  Imam  is  much  more  ^en-* 
$le  than  ^'ny  Mootiiih  government  in  Arabia  ir  Afwm  | 
the  people  too  are  of  gentle  manners,  the  men,  from 
ipj^rly  ages,  being  accustomed  to  trade.  The  women 
.|tk  Loheia  are  as  solicitous  to  please  as  those  of  the 
j^olished  nations  in  JEurope  j  andV  though  very 
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retired,  whether  married  or  anmarried,  they  are  not 
less  careful  of  their  dress  and  persons.  At  home  they 
wear  nothing  but  a  long*  shift  of  fine  cotton  cloth, 
^ilitable  to  their  quality.  They  ^f^  'iMvt  Ifefet  mi 
hands  with  henna,  not  only  for  ornament,  but  as  an 
astringent,  to  keep  them  dry  from  ;sweat  j  they  wear 
#Bif  dwn  hair,  mi'ith  is  plait^d>  att^^^fe  inlmig^tiad^ 
behind. 

On  the  27tb,  in  the  evea^n^,  tbey  sailed  from  Ijo- 
heia,  and,  on  the  29th,  ani^hjSredl!  off  the  point  of  the 
fil«>liU¥iit^c  tl^  Mi  Of  the  nortlt  foi^joi  Mocha.  Thit 
town  makes  an  agreeal)le  appearance  from  the  sea. 
Behind  it  there  is  a  grove  of  palm-trees,  that  do  not 
seetes  to  biiir^  the  beauty  eff  ^Mm  iit  l%j^t>t*  pmbably 
owing  to  their  being  exposed  to  the  violent  south- 
westers  that  blow  here,  and  make  it  very  une^isy 
iftfl^iij^  t^t^kl  tlH^m  %  Jbwever,  very  seldom 
afty  d^ttaage  j^onj&t  The  pdrt  m  formied  by  two  points 
of  land,  which  make  a  semicircle.  Upon  each  of 
the  points  is  a  small  fort ;  the  town  is  in  the  middle^ 
and  if  attacked  by  ftttiett€itoyi  these  two  foj!t4f  &i-eso 
detached,  that  they  might  be  made  of  more  use  to 
annoy  the  tOM'n  than  they  could  ever  be  to  defend 
the  itarttotir.  The  grotittd  ftir  mchQtage  is  of  the 
very  best  kind  ;  sand  without  corals  wMoh lilit  obafeg 
the  cjables  all  over  the  Red  Sea. . 

At  sevend^cfoblt  in't^^  the  30th,  with 

n  gentle  but  steady  wind  at  W.  they  sailed  for  the 
ihouth  of  the  Indian  Ocean  the  coast  of  Arabia, 
all  along  from  Mocha  to  the  Straits,  is  bold,  and  not^ 
dangerous  night  or  day.  They  continued'flelt^  €iitir»gr 
within  a  mile  of  the  shore,  where,  in  some  places 
there  appeared  to  be  small  woods*;  in  others^,  a  flat 
bdri^bhtryi .  bo«i*ded  wttli  mmwtsSni^  ait  k  ton^^^ 
able  distance. — In  the  afternoon,  about  four,  they 
saw  the  mountain  which  forms  one  of  the  capes  of 
the  Straits  of  BabelmandeU  in  shape  reseiAbling  a 
fanner*!!  c^uoin.  About  $ix  th^^  m^^&k  for  the 
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night  behind  a  small  point.  At  nine  in  the  morning 
of  the  31st,  they  came  to  an  anchor  above  Jibbel  Ra- 
ban.  dr  Mtof  s  Bblt%  tx||4e|^  tll©  cape,  which, 
on  the  Arabian  sida^  f#tai^  th&  M^^^  of  the 

Straits.  Here  they  caught  a  prodig'ious  number  of 
fine  fish  ;  but  as  the  Rais  said  they  were  poisonous, 
several  of  Mi^Brade's  people  torn  the  alarm,  awl 
would  not  eat  thenu  He,  however,  took  all  those 
that  most  resembled  the  .fish  of  his  own  northera 
W^^^  mi  Ifftd  fio  Tfertidn  to  tsoniplain . 

After  getting  within  the  Straits,  the  channel  is  di- 
Tided  into  tw0|  bjjr  t^e  islanii  of  Perjm,  otherwise  crIU 
nd  Mehum.  The  inmost  and  northern  channel,  or 
that  towards  the  Arabian  shore,  is  two  leagues  broad  at 
most,  and  has  from  twelve  to  seventeen  fathom  of  wa- 
ter. The  other  entry  is  three  leagues  broad,  with  deep 
water,  from  tifrenty  to  tMrty  ikthomi  From  this^  the 
coast  on  both  sides  runs  nearly  in  a  north-west  direc- 
tion, widening  as  it  advances,  and  the  Indian  Ocean 
grows  straitet^;  The  fe<»st  upon  the  1^  is  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  AB^e%  and,  on  the  fif Ifeail  ©f 
Arabia  Felix.  t 

On  the  2d  of  August,  at  sun-rise,  they  saw  land 
a4it^di  wMeMhey  took  to  be  the  main  ;  but,  upon  near- 
er approach,  and  the  day  becoming  clearer,  they  found 
two  low  islands  to  the  leqward,  one  of  which  they 
fetched  with  greiit  #fllctiltyi  They  found  there  the 
stock  of  an  old  acacia-tree,  and  two  or  three  bundles 
of  wreck,  or  rotten  stickS|  which  they  gathered  with 
great  care  ;  and  all' 6^^^  they  would  esit 

breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper  hot,  instead  4f  thig 
cold  repast  they  had  made  in  the  Straits.  They  now 
made  several  large  fires ;  one  took  the  charge  of  the 
eo^e,  another  boiled  the  rice  j  tlJty  Mllfed  four  turtles, 
made  ready  a  dolphin  ;  got  beer,  wine,  and  brandy, 
and  drank  the  King's  health  in  earnest,  which  their 
regimen  wonld  not  allow  llieto  to^  do  tfr  fhe.Btfalt* 
of  BabelmandeK  While  this  good  cheer  was  pre- 
paring;, Mr.  Bruce  saw,  with  his  gls^s,  first  one  man 

running- 


riinBingf  akjug-  the  coast  westward^  wiio  did  ti^  st^dfi  ; 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  came  another  upon  a 
camel,  walking-  at  the  ordinary  pace,  who  dismount- 
ed jiTst  opposite  to  th#m,  aitd,  ^t  he  th«M)gltt,  ktteel^' 
down  to  say  his  prayers  upon  the  sand.  They  had 
launched  their  boat  immediately  upon  seeing  the 
^mit  of  ihA  tteii  iyn  the  isla'ttd^  t^d  tfefey  wttt  ready  j 
and  Mr,  Bruce  ordered  two  of  the  men  to  row  him 
Onshore,  which  they  did.  It  is  a,  bay  of  but  ordi- 
nary depth,  with  strag'^ling  trees,  and  some  flat 
ground  along  tfiSi  mnM^  Immediately  behirfd  a 
row  of  mountains  of  a  brownish  or  black  colour. 

Mr.  Bruce  went  on  shore  at  the  place  ;  and,  after 
9Qtne  littlBihtertisoap^  #lttrS6me  of  tRe  rtali^eis,  whose 
CQpduct  was  very  suspicious,  he  directed  the  Rais  to 
M^d  outtpwards  Crab  island;  and  there  being  agen- 
tf(d  bf^efze'frotft  tlie  shore,  carrying  an  easy  sail,  they 
stQod  over  upon  Mocha  town,  to  avoid  some  rocks* 
or  islands.  While  lying  at  Crab-island  ;  he  observ- 
ed two  stars  pass  the  meridian,  and  by  them  he  con- 
cluded the  latitude  of  thai^ii^lahd  .to  be  W^  46* 
North.  The  6th,  in  the  morning,  they  arrived  at 
Loheia,  in  lat.  15°  40'  52'  north,  and  in  long.  42^  68'  15".. 
^ast  of  tfte  weridian  # 'Ch'eMWt^h.  ^' 

Every  thing  being  prepared  for  our  travellers'  de- 
parture^ they  sailed  from  Loheia  on  the  ad  of  Sep- 
UmhtrVt^,  fw  Majsaah.  The  harbour  of  Loheia, 
which  is  by  much  the  largest  in  the  Red  Sea,  k  now 
fio  shallow,  and  choaked  up,  that,  unless  by  a  nar- 
row canal  through  which  you  enter  and  go  out,  there 
is  no  where  three  fathd^m  of  water;  and  in  fflauy 
places  not  half  the  depth.  This  is  the  case  with  all 
the  harbours  on  the  east  coast  of  the  Red  Sea,  while 
thbse-  "Oft  thi^*  w*stai*e  deep,  wittittUt  any  banks  or 
bars  before  them.  As  the  wind  had  failed,  they 
made  no  proo^res^s  till  the  5th,  when  they  came  in 
Sight  i9l  mmM  miW  uninhabited  islands.  On  the 
0th,  inthee5r^o%,  they  am»fe0]^djH^  Ei>^^  inim 
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fathoms  water  east  of  the  town,  and  hfifre  ttaid  the 
following-  day,  filling  their  skins  with  water. 

Foosht  is  an  island  of  irregular  form,  about  five 
&#atsf0iith  to  ttorth,  m£%hciiit  ttim  k  dmitti-i 
ference.  It  abounds  in  good  fish.  There  were 
many  kinds,  painted  with  the  most  beautiful  colours' 
in  ik&  ^orld;  but  MH  Beaee  always  obsefved*  tJiafc 
the  nmm.  ImmtiM  the  worse  they  were  for  es),#}if:« 
There  were  indeed  none  good  but  those  that  resem- 
bled  the  fish  of  the  north  in  their  form,  and  plainness 
of  their  colours.  Foosht  is  low  and  sa*tdf  on  the 
south ;  and  on  the  north  is  a  black  hill  or  cape  of  no 
considerable  height,  that  may  be  seen  at  fourieaguesv 
tiff;  ft  has  1^  watering-places ;  one  on  Ihe  east  of 
the  island,  where  our  travellers  were,  the  other  on  the 
West.  The  water  there  is  bitter,  but  it  had  been 
troubled*  by  a  number  of  little  barks  that  had,  beea 
taking  in  water,  just  before*  The  niStntier  of  filling 
the  goat-skins  being  a  very  slovenly  one,  they  take 
tip  much  of  the  mud  along  with  it,  but  the  water 
was  fottna  W  t^eelteht,  after  It  hatl  s^ttbd  two  or 
three-days  when  it  came  on  board,  it  was  as  black 
as  ink.  It  was  incomparably  the  best  water  they 
Md  #tink.since  A^iofffhe  Nile. 

This  island  1^ covered  with  a  kind  of  bent  grass, 
which  want  of  rain,  and  the  constant  feeding  of  the 
few  goats  that  are  kept  here,  prevent  from  growing  to 
attf  height    The  end  of  the  island,  near  the  north- 
cape,  sounds  very  hollow,  underneath,  like  Solfa- 
terra,  near  Naples;  and    as  quantities    of  pumice 
stones  are  fotitld  hefti^,  there  is  great  appearttt^  lliat  ^ 
the  black  hill  was  once  a  volcano.    Several  lai*ge 
shells;  from  the  fish  called  Bisser^  sonie  of  them  twen- 
ty ineheslong,  are  sMftr  tttme4  «^ 
the  surface  of,  large  stones,  of  ten  or  twelve  tm 
weight.    These  shells  are  sunk  into  the  stones,  f.si^ 
if  into  paste,  and  the  stone  raised  round  about,  so 
as  to  cortc^i^i  ttie:#|^e  of  the  shell ;  a  proof  that  this 
stone  ha«^  sotue  time  lately,  been  soft  or  liquefied. 

M  »^  For, 


^For,  had  it  bmtt  l&hg  dgt>i  the  weather  and  stJil 
would  have  worn  the  surface  of  the  shell ;  but  it 
seems  perfectly  entire,  and  is  set  in  that  hard  brown 

The  inhabitants  of  Foosht  are  poor  fishermen,  of 
jthesame  degree  of  blackness  as  those  between  Heli 
dud  Djezan  ;  Tike  th^tti  too,  tli^y  wet'e  naked,  or  had 
only  arag;^feout  their  waist.  Their  faces  are  neither 
stained  nor  painted.  They  catch  a  quantity  of  fish 
called  Seajan,  which  they  carry  to  Loheia,  and  ex- 
change for  dora  and  Itidi^h  corn,  fai*  hairie  no 
bread,  but  what  is  procured  this  way.  They  also 
have  a  flat  fish,  with  a  long  tail  tq  it^  whose  skin  is- 
a  speciet  of  Mmgir^ew,  tHth  wfiidh  ih^  hmtidles  of 
knives  and  swords  ara  made.  Pearls  too  are  found 
here,  but  neither  large  nor  of  a  good  water ;  on  the 
Mher  handy  they  are  tiot  diear  ;  they  are  thepfodttce 
of  various  species  of  shells,  all  bivalves. 

The  town  consists  of  about  thirty  huts,  built  with 
faggots  of  bent  grass  or  spartum  ;  and  these  are  sup- 
^tted  within  by  a  few  stfitJks,  and  thatched  with  the 
grass,  of  which  they  are  built.  The  inhabitants 
seemed  to  be  much  terrified  at  seeing  Mr.  Bruce 
and  his  party  come  ^dlo^a  all  iitMed.  ^fifg  wast  rtdt 
done  out  of  fear  of  them  ;  but,  as  he  intended  to  stay 
on  shore  all  night,  he  wished  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
defend  himself  against  bdat^s  6#  sti*olier$  from  the 
mstin*  Til0  saint,  or  Marabout,  upon  seeing  our 
traveller  near  him,  fell  flat  upon  his  face,  where  he 
lay  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  nor  would  he  get  up 
till  the  guns,  which  had  ijee)jsl#fiied  lik  fears,  trem 
prdered  to  be  immediately  sent  on  board. 

Baccalan  is  an  island,  low,  long,  and  as  broad  ' 
«&^ddgfet,  infeBbttfed  %  fidhemdiett  j  wi^tfti^ 
summier,  which  is  then  brought  from  Foosht,  but  in 
winter  thpy  preserve  the  rain-water  in  cisterns.  These*' 
werejbuilt  in  apcient  .times,  when  this- was  a  place  * 
pf  impprtaiice  for  the  fishing  of  pearls,  and  they  are 
ia  perfect  repair  to  jlhisda|j  miiim  the  femmtof 
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Jiti  Abyssinian  ghost. 

th#  worfc^  rtdr  <tie  stncoD  within,  havirig  at  all  suf- 
fered. Very  violent  showers  fall  here  from  the  end 
of  October  to  the  beginning  of  March,  but  at  certain 
intervals. 

Ml  the  islanrls  on  this  east-side  of  the  i:hannel 
belong  to  the  Sherriffe  Djezan  Booari:ib,  but  none 
are  inhabited  except  Baccalan  and  Fopsht.  This 
last  island  is  the  most  convenient  watering-place  for 
ships,  bound  up  the  channel  from  Jibbel  Teir,  from 
which  it  bears  N.  E.  by  E.  |  E.  by  the  compass. 

Having  laid  in  a  supply  of  water  they  all  repaired 
on  board  in  the  evening  of  the  7th,  when  Mr.  Bruce 
was  made  acquainted  with  a  singula^  iiJi^a^ter 
had  happeniedi  to  the  vessel  during  his  absence. 

An  Abyssinian,  who  died, on  board,  and  who  had 
been  buried  upon  their  coming  out  from  Loheia  bay, 
had  been  seen  upon  the  bowsprit  for  two  nights,  and 
had  terrified  the  sailors  very  much  ;  even  the  Rais 
had  not  been  a  little  alarmed  ;  and,  though  he  could 
not  directly  my  tliat  hfe  had  mm  him/ yfet^  aftferMi-^ 
Bruce  was  in  bed  on  the  7th,  he  complained  seriously 
to  him  of  the  bad  consequences  it  would  produce  if  a 
gale  i}t  wliid^  Wits  io  rise,  and  the  ghost  Was  to  keep 
his  place  there;  he  desired  him  to  come  forward  and 
speak  to  him.    **My  good  Rais,  (said  Mr.  Bruce,)  I 
am  exceedingly  tired/ and  my  head  aches  much  with 
the  sun,  which  Jbai^t*  Men  very  violeftt:ia&*dAy.  You 
know  the  Abyssinian  paid  for  his  passage ;  and,  if 
he  does  not  overload  the  ship,  (and  I  ajpprehend  he 
should  be  lighter  than  when  w#  ttfokiiiM  t>H 
I  do  not  think  that,  in  justice  or  equity,  either  you  or 
I  can  hinder  the  ghost  from  continuing  his  voyage  ta 
Abyssinia,  sts  ^a  carinot  judge  what  seriom  hrhs^nesfs^ 
he  may  have  there."    The  liais  began  to  bless  him^ 
self  that  he  did  not  know  any  thing  of  his  affairs;^^ 

Tlien,  (m^i  Bin  Bruce,  ;  if  you  da  n<»t  fettd  Ij^ 
makeii  the  '^ssel  too  heavy  before,  d#  Mi  molest 
Ifa^l  bgca^^i  c^rt^nlyy  if  he  wai»  to  p(^€r  into  any 

)i  ,  a?  0  ^  othei? 
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Ail  i^^mte#^^ 

Other  part  of  the  ship^  or  if  he  \v?i«%  tflsfe^^ 
middle  of  y^ij,  (m  the  di^positt^^  are,) 
he  would  be  a  greater  inconvenience  to  you  thaa  in 
his  present  post.''  The  Rais  began  again  to  bless 
himself,  repeating  a  v03Pset)f  the  Korcm ;  bistnilla 
sheitan  rejern/'  in  the  name  of  God  keep  the  devil 
far  from  me.  "  Now^  Rais^  (said  Mr.  Bruce^  if  he 
dofes  no  hartB^  jm  will  let  him  ffdfe  npm  tird  fcow* 
sprit  till  he  is  tired,  or  till  he  come  to  Masuah  ;  for 
I  swear  to  you,  unless  be  htirts  or  troubles  us,  I  do 
not  think  1  have  mj  obligation  to  get  o«t  of  my  bfeil 
to  molest  him  ;  only  see  that  he  carries  nothing  off 
with  him/^  The  Rais  now  seemed  jto  be  exceedingly 
olTended,  and  said,  For  his  pai^t,  he  did  not  care  for 
bis  life  more  than  any  other  man  on  board ;  if  it 
was  not  from  fear  of  a  gale  of  wind,  he  might  ride 

on  the  bowsprit  and  be  d-  -n'd;  but  that  he  had 

always  h^kM  kartiBd  people  could  speak  id  ghosts.'^ 

Will  you  be  so  good,  Rais,  (replied  our  traveller) 
to  step  forward^  and  tell  him,  that  1  am  .going  to 
tfmfe  eoflfefe,  land  thouM  be  glad  if  he  w^^ttM  walk 
into  the  cabin,  and  say  any  thing  he  has  to  commii-»^ 
nicate  to  me,  if  he  is  a  Christian,  and  if  not,  to  Ma- 
homet Gibberti/*  The  Rais  wettt  out;  but^  as  Mr. 
Bruce's  servant  told  hiat^  he  would  neither  go  him- 
self, nor  could  get  any  person  to  go  to  the  ghost  for 
him.    Here  the  matter  ended  for  the  present. 

MMf  Ott  the  8th,  they  sailed  frortt  Poo^^ht  to  Stai-, 
mer,  a  much  smaller  island  without  inhabitants,  and 
without  water,  though,  by  the  cisterns  which  still  re*- 
tnain,  artd  arfe  tixty  yards  squam,  4if 
solid  rock,  we  may  imagine  this  was  once  ^  plut^e^ 
consequence :« r?^io  iu  abundance,  at  certain  seasons,, 
itill  falls  thet e.  It  h  eovetfed  with  young  plants  of 
mek  tree,  whose  property  it  is  to  vegetate  in  salt 
v^^ater.  The  qld  trees  had  been  cut  down ;  but  there 
was  a  considerable  number  of  Saiel,  oi^  Acacia  trees*. 

Jllfeii^^:  to  be  w^«t3tt1#fel*i  fe^ 

^ere  are  niitelopis       % 9sjd$0'b|feQai!  in  niiinber ; 

^  and 
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and  it  is  therefore  probable  that  there  is  watef  in  some 
iiaMermfl€o«is  ^aves  or  eicfft  of  the  ix)cks,  unknowtt 
to  the  Arabs  or  fishermen,  without  which  these  iani- 
mals  i^oulcl  not  subsist.  It  is  probable  the  antelope^ 
were  brought  oVer  #rom  Arabia  for  the  Sherriffe's 
pleasure,  or  those  of  his  friends,  if  they  did  not  swini 
from  the  main,  and  an  eneinj  afterwards  brought 
the  hysena  to  disappoint  thst  amosement.  Be  that 
as  it  will,  though  Mr.  Bruce  did  not  see  the  animals, 
yet  he  observed  the  dung  of  each  of  them  upon  the 
$and,  and  in '  the  cisterns  ;  so  the  fact  does  not  rest  ^ 
wholly  upon  the  verafcity  of  the  boattKfeia* 

To4he  night  they  sailed  from  Zimmer,  and  early 
on  the  Otii  the  island  Ralplia  bore  N.  E,  by  E.  dis- 
tarnt  ail^otti  tvYO  leagues.  At  seven,  in'  tlje  flidrniri^ 
of  the  10th,  Jibbel  Teir,  (which  till  then  had  beeti 
covered  with  a  mist,)  appeared  to  view.  AH  this 
forenoon  their  vessel  had  been  surrounded  with  a 
prodigious  number  of  sharks,  of  the  harom^r-headed 
kind.  The  Rais  had  fitted  a  large  hafpoon  with  a 
long  line,  and  Mr.  Bruce  went  to  the  bowsprit  to 
wait  for  6f  iife  sharks.  At  length  llt# 
largest  shark,  about  a  foot  from  the  head,  with  sucb 
farce,  that  the  whole  iron  was  buried  in  his  body. 
He  sihtfdrfere^,  m  a  ^^r^ti  wfeett  fcold,  and 
shook  the  shaft  of  the  harpooti  out  of  the  "socket,  the 
weapon  being  made  so  on  purpose;  the  shaft  fell 
aeross,  kept  fixt  to  the  line,  and  served  as  a  float  to 
brings  Mill  ti^^  i^^  he  dived,  kiid  iisapeied  him  when 
he  swam.  No  salmon  fisher  ever  saw  finer  sport 
with  a  fish  and  a  rod.  He  had  thirty  fathom  of  line 
out,  and  th^^r  had  ihirtjK  ifethtfna^  fbofte  f^ady  to  give 
him.  He  never  dived,  but  sailed  round  the  vessel 
like  a  sl]ip>  always  keeping  part  of  his  back  above 
water.  Hkis  begged  they  Wddld  not  pult  liim^ 
but  give  him  as  much  more  line  as  he  wanted ;  and 
indeed  they  saw  it  was  tHe  weight  of  the  line  that 
j^ajl^  him,  for  he  went  round  the  vessel  without 
j^^ki«»^t0i0tt  M^lsm  IwJWt  A%  ls^  }mm^ 


ii§  tfti'^m  fast  ^y^jsrr^Y 


nearer,  upon  their  gathering  up  the  line;  and  upon 
gently  pulling  it  after,  they  brought  him  alorrg^ldei 
till  they  fastened  a  strong  boat-hook  in  his  throat:  a 
man  swung  upon  a  cord  was  now  let  down  to  cut  his 
Ml,  ^Mlfe  hanging  on  theship*s^  side  j  but  he  was, 
if  not  absolutely  dead,  witliout  the  power  of  doing 
harm.  He  was  eleven  feet  seven  inches  froiji  his 
mmi  Ik  tiilr  tail,  md.  nearty  fbtff  feet  thmA  m  tlm 
thickest  part  of  him.  He  had  in  him  a  dolphin  very 
lately  swallowed,  and  about  half  a  yard  of  blue  cloth. 
He  was  the  largest  the  Rais  had  ever  seen,  either  in 
the  Red  Sea  or  the  Indian  Ocean. 

About  twenty  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock  they 
were  about  four  leagues  distant  from  the  island.  Jib- 
bel  Teir,  or  the  MonntEitt  fif  the  Bifd  j  list^  ^€a11ell  hy 
others  Jibbel  Douhan,  or  the  Mountain  of  Smoke; 
for  though  in  the  middle  of  the  sea,  it  is  a  volcano, 
which  throws  out  fire ;  and  though  nearly  extinguish- 
ed, it  smokes  to  this  day.  It  was  called  Orn^on  in 
Ptolemy,  the  Bird-Island,  the  same  as  Jibbel  Teir. 
It  is  likewise  called  Sheban,  from  the  white  spot'  at 
ihdfe  top  of  it,  whiclllleettis  to  be  sulphur,  and  a  part 
seems  to  have  fallen  in,  and  to  have  enlarged  the  cra^ 
ter  on  this  side.  The  island  is  four  miles  from  south 
to  north,  has  a  peak  in  fdifut  irf  e  pyramid  in  the 
middle  of  it',  and  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  high. 
It  descends,  equally  on  both  sides,  to  the  sea;  has 
four  openings  at  the  top,  which  vent  smoke;  and 
sometimes,  in  strong  southerly  winds,  it  is  said  to 
|hrow  out  ^rp.  There  was  no  $uch  appearance 
whM  bnt  i^mlhvB  pj^ssed  it.  The  island  is  perfect* 
ly  desert,  hemg  mrmed  with  i^nlphur  md  pumiqe^ 
stones. 

Six  leagues  E.  by  S.  of  this  island  there  is  a  dan-^ 
gerous  shogl  with  great  overfiilk,  on  whifeh  ft  IVench 
ship  stjHick  in  the  year  1751,  und  was  §aved  with 
ver^  g;reat  difficulty.    Jibbel  Teir  is  the  point  from 

wlieh  all  sUips  going  to  JiddftlAlit#e|e  ^ 
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The  vessel  strikes  upon  a  rock, 

^fter  sailing  from«  Mcrdhav  md  passiagf  tlla  isl^ttds  to 
the  southward. 

They  left  Jibbel  Teir  on  the  lltb,  with  little  win4^ 
at  west  ;  biittbwaipd  mW*d^y  It  frfeste^^ 
and  turned   northward  to  N.  N.  E.    They  were 
now  in  npiid^channely  so  that  they  stood  on  straight 
f&r  l!)li{ialae  till  half  past  four,  when  a  boy,  who' 
went  aloft,  saw  four  islands  in  a  direction      W.  by' 
W.  ^  west.    They  were  standing-  on  with  a  fresh, 
breeze,  and  all  their  sails  full :  but  about  seven  in  the  ' 
evening  tliey'iStePttdk  upon  a  reef  of  coral  rci^dk*. 

Arabs  are  cowards  in  all  sudden  dangers  ;  for 
they  consider  every  accident  as  the  will  of  provi^^ 
deftce,  and  tfifei^ore  not  f d  W  j|fii|ded^^    The  Arftli 
sailors  were  for  immediately  takilig^  to  the  boat ; 
^Jtile  the  Abyssinians  were  for  cutting  up  the  planksi 
attd  wood  of  the  inside  of  the  vessel,  and  making  her  ^ 
a  raft.    A  violent  dispute  ensued,  and  after  that  a 
battle,  when  night  overtook  them,  still  fast  upon  the 
rock.    The  Rais  and  Yasine,  a  Moor,  however, 
calmed  the  riot,  wheft  Ittr^  Bruce  begged  the  pas- 
sengers would  hear  him.      You  all  know,''  said  he,  • 
*^  or  should  know,  that  the  boat  is  mine  j  as  I  bought 
liei'  Wfth  my  money,  for  the  safety  and  accomtnodaildti 
of  myself  and  servants  ;  you  know,  likewise,  that  I  ^ 
and  my  men  are  all  well  armed,  while  you  are  naked ; 
therefom  do  not  imagine  that  we  will  suffer  any  of 
^0:0 to  enter  that  boat,  and  save  your  lives  at  the 
pense  of  ours.    On  this  vessel  of  the  Rais  is  your 
dependence ;  in  it  you  are  to  be  saved  or  to  perish : 
therefore  all  hands  to  work,  md  get  tfce  Yfei^d 
while  it  is  calm ;  if  she  had  been  materially  damaged, 
she  had  been  sunk  before  npw.''    They  all  seemed 
on  fhh  U  tatce  eoisrage,  and  said  tiiey  fadpfed  M 
would  not  leave  them.    He  told  them,  if  they  wottld 
be  men,  he  would  not  leave  theoi  vrhil^  there  was  « 
bit  of  the  vessel  together. 

The  boat  was  immediately  launched,  and  of 
Mr,  Bruce's  serirants,  theJRaw,  andtwosft'd^^  were 

put 
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put  Oil  board.    They  were  soon  upon  the  bank,  .where 
the  two  sailors  got  out,  who*  cut  their  feet  at  first  up- 
on the  white  coral,  but  afterwards  got  firmer  footing^, 
aftetept#d  to  push  the  ship  backwards,  but  she 
would  not  move.    Poles  and  handspikes  were  tried  in 
order  to  stir  her,  but  these  were  not  long*  enough.  In 
^  w^Hrd,  tfe^^WMrto  appearance  of  getting  her  olF 
before  morning',  when  they  knew  the  wind  would 
rise^  and  it  was  to  be  feared  she  would  then  be  dash- 
ed to  pieces.    Other  efforts  #em  tlieti  n^d,  and  a 
great  cry  was  set  up,  that  she  began  to  move.    A  lit- 
tle after,  a  gentle  wind  just  made  itself  felt  frpixi  the 
east;  and  the  cry  from  the  Rais  was,     IToiM  ll&e 
fore-sail,  sind  put  it  a  back."    This  being  immedi- 
ately done,  and  a  gentle  breeze  filling  the  fore-sail 
at  this  time,  they  all  pushed,  and  the  vessel  slid  gent- 
ly offi  Irefe the  feboal.    Mr.  Bruce  did  not  par- 
take of  the  general  joy  so  suddenly  as  the  otiiers  did. 
Hp  still  had  some  fears  that  a  plank  might  have  been 
^tttHed,  but  was  soi&i>  eotttiii?ced  df  Ihe  a^i^^Titag^e 
possesed  by  a  vessel  that  is  sewed  over  one  that  is 
nailed  together,  as  she  was  riot  only  uninjured  but 
made  very  little  water.    Th^  CfOttmge  and  readiness 
displayed  by  Yasine  on  this  occasion  gained  him  the 
esteem  of  Mr.  Bruce,  whose  consideration  for  him 
continued  to  increase  ever  afterwards  till  his  depar- 
ture frdiii  Abyssinia. 

During  the  hurry  of  this  transaction  there  was  a 
circumstance  that  excited  some  surprize.  The  ghost 
was  supposed  to  bi  ag'a^ih  B^eti  tfn  tlie  bowsprit,  asi 
if  pushing  the  vessel  ashore.  Mr.  Bruce  inquired 
who  the  persons  were  that  had  seen  him.  Two 
Moors  of  Hamazen  were  the  first  that  perceiveci 
him,  and  afterwards  a  great  part  of  the  cm^ 
had  been  brought  to  believe  the  reality  of  this  vision. 
Mr.  Bruce  called  them  forward  to  examine  them  be- 
fore the  Rais  arid  M^thatoet  Gribberti,  littd  they/de- 
clared that,  during  the  night,  they  had  seen  him  go 
a|id  come  several.times  jj  once^  he  was  pushing  ag^ainst 

Hie. 
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^  BeiectioB  of  tW  gfc^jSt*  "  • 

the  boltsprit,  another  time  he,  was  pulling  upon  the 
rope,  as  if  he  had  an  anchor  ashore;  after  thi4  h^bsfd 
a  very  long  pole,  or  stick,  in  his  hand,  but  it  seemed 
heavj  and  stiflf,  as  if  it  had  been  made  of  iron,  aqdi 
is^en  th^  ve^fel  began  to  mme^  tiirtiM  itM  a; 
small  but  blue  flame,  ran  along  the  gunnel  on  the 
larboard  side  of  the  ^^VP}  sAud  upon  the.  vessel  going 
oflv^he  disappeared,  ^^mmi^  mid  Mr,  Bruce,  it  is 
plain  by  this  change  of  shape,  that  ha  hsrs  leftus  for 
ever  ;  let  us  therefore  see  whether  he  has  done  us  any 

^harm  or  not.  Have  any  of  you  any  baggage  stowed 
forwards?''  The  strangers  answered,  "Yes,  it  is  all' 
there:"  Then,''  said  Mr.  Bruce,  go  forward,  and 
see  if  every  man  has  got  his  owo."  The^  did  this 
wifhtitit  lossi  tif  time,  whm  a  great  ndfe^^iad  edtifosii^ti 
ensued;  every  one  was  plundered  of  something,  sti- 
bium, nails,  brass  Wire,  inc&nse,  and  beads  j  in  short, 
alPthe  precious  part  of  their  littfe  -  stb*eiS  was  stoleii^ 
All  the  passengers  were  now  in  the  utmost  despair, 
and  began  to  charge  the, sailors.  "  I  appeal  to  you, 
Yasineand  Mahomet  Gibherti,"  said  Mr.  Bruce,'*  whe- 
ther these  two  Moors  who  siaw  him  aftenest,  and  wet© 
most  intimate  with  him,  have  not  a  chance  of  know 
ing  where  the  things  are  hid.    Theu  go,  Yasine,  with 

""the  Ra%  m€  ie^amine  that  part  ol  the  ship  where 
the  Moors  slept,  while  I  keep  them  here/'  Before 
the  search  began,  however,  one  of  them  told  Yasine 
where  every  thing  was,  and  accordingly  all  was  found 
and  restored. 

In  the  morning  of  the  12th,  and  at  foiir  in  the  after- 
noon, they  saw  land,  which  the  pildt  said  was  the  S. 
end  of  Dahalac:  it  bore  W.  by  S-  ancj  was  distant 
about  nine  leagues.  The  following  day  they  coasted 
along  the  east  side  of  the  island  ;  and  after  having 
again  violently  struck  on  the  coral  rocks  in  the  entry, 
at  sunset  they  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Dobelew. 

This  harbour  is  in  form  circular,  and  sufficiently 
defiladed  ff<>wt  ali  but  its  enimttcitf  to^&  itA^^^ 

T^Wv        within  it  n  full  of  rocks. 

0-.  u  ^  the^ 


The  village  itself  lies  three  miles  south-west  of  the 
barb^^ir.  it  comM?*  abdirt^^g^fity  houses,  built  of 
stone  drawn  frora  the  sea ;  these  calcine  like  shells, 
and  make  good  mortar  enough,  as  well  as  materials 
fof  %aitdfiif  b€ffire  h^hmg.  All  the  hmm^ 

vered  with  bent-grass,  like  those  of  Arabia. 

The  whole  length  of  the  island,  .whose  direction  is 
from  nor#-#est  ^td-scmtli-a^fei^,  is  thirty-s^ven  miles, 
Ifcild  its  greater  breadth  eighteen,  which  agreed  within 
a  very  little  with  the  account  given  by  the  inhabitants, 
wito  tnade  its  length  ind^§d  s6fiietbing  more. 

Dahalii«i  is  hyfar  the  largest  island  in  the  Red  Sea. 
It  is  low  and  even,  the  soil  fixed  gravel  and  white 
siand,  mixed  with  shells  and  other  marine  productions^ 
It  deititatfe  of  dlwto^  of  herbage^  at  li^st iti  sttm* 
mer,  except  a  small  quantity  of  bent-grass,  just  suf- 
ficient to  feed  the  few  antelopes  and  goats  that  are  on 
16^  t&la^d*  ^ypi^  i^it  very  beautiful  species  of  this 
last  animal  found  here,  small  short-haired,  with  thin 
bljsick  sliarjp  hornsy  having  rings  upon  themj,  and  they 
me^tf  ^vM  of  ftiot. 

This  island  is,  in  many  places;  covered  with  large 
plantatioxis  of  acacia  trees,  which  grow  to  no  height, 
seldom  above  eight  feet,  but  spread  wide,  and  turn 
flat  at  t«fi,^  probably  by  the  influence  of  the  .  wind 
from  the  sea.  Though  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Abys- 
siiiia,  Dahalac  does  not  partake  of  its  seasons  :  no 
fain  falls  here,  from  the  end  of  M^rch  t#  tha  heflti^ 
uing  of  October ;  but,  in  the  intermediate  months, 
iBspcci ally  December,  January,  and  February,  there 
ilte^idfetit  #€^wer^^  time,  which 

deluge  the  island,  and  fill  the  cisterns  so  its  to  serve^ 
all  oext  sammer ;  for  there  are  no  hills  nor  laie^qntains 
in  0ahliIir|f>  tnd  ctttf^eqoifetrtly  no  springs.  These  tiS- 
ternt  aloflfe  preserve  the  water,  and  of  them  there 
yet  remain  three  hundred  and  seventy,  all  hewn  out 
of  the  solid  rock.  They  are  said  to  be  the  works  of 
the  Persians;  #  if  more  probiblfefb^ir  iSf^irelfefi^^ 
the  first  Ptoteitfi^,    Bm  ivhofeti^r  were  th«  epmtruc- 

tors 
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different  people  from  ^tki^  that  now  piOiS$6$s  them, 
who  have  not  industry  enough  to  keep  one  of  three 
hundred  and  seventy  clear  for  the  use  of  man.  All 
of  them  are  open  to  every  sort  of  animal,  and  half 
firll  of  the  filth  they  leave  there  after  drinking"  and 
washing  in  them.  The  water  of  Dobelew,  and  Irw^e, 
iMte^  W^ng  of  mti*k>  fti^m  t%ir  dutig  of  the  goats 
and  antelopes,  and  the  smell  before  you  drink  it  is 
more  nauseous  than  the  taste ;  yet  one  of  these  ci3'» 
tem$,  cleahe4  and  shut-up  with  a  do&t^  liiigbt  afford 
them  wholesoifie  sweet  water  all  the  year  round. 

After  the. rains  fall,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  grass 
immediately  springs  up  j  and  the  goats  give  the  inha- 
bitants milk,  which  in  winter  is  the  principal  part  of 
their  subsistence,  for  they  neither  plow  nor  sow ;  all 
their  employment  is  to  work  the  vessels  which  trade 
to  the  drflfei^ttt  farb  of  tfeeedast.    One  IWFof  ike 
inhabitants  is  constantly  on  the  Arabian  side,  And  by 
their  labour  is  enabled  to  furnish  with  dora  (milUt  or 
Ttid'ku  corn)  and  dt1i€ir  prnvltidtis^,  the  other  haB'  $rlid 
stay  at  home;  and  when  their  time. is  expired,  they 
are  relieved  by  the  other  half^,  and  supplied  with  ne* 
pessaries  in  thfeii*  tui^ti;,    Biit^thfe  ^tristeirtatieg  ttf  t]b« 
^pODfi^r  sort  is  entirely  shell  and  other  fish.  Theil' 
wives  and  daughters  are  very  bold,  and  expert  fisher- 
women.    Several  of  them,,  entirely  naked,  .swam  off 
to  our  vessel  before  we  came  to  an  anch^r^  ^SS^^S 
bandfuls  of  wheat,  rice,  or  dora.    They  are  very  im- 
portunate and  sturdy  beggars^  and  not  easily  put  off 
li^th  dafllA^E^^    Thm^  mlrerabk  people,        lite  In 
the  villages  not  frequented  by  barks  from  Arabia,  are 
sometimes  a  whole  jear  without  tasting;  bread.  Yet 
stii^lii^  tlietr  sittki^htiiani  ^eitnkihhf^ 
that  they  prefer  living  Iti^  this  bare  barren  parched 
spot,  almost  in  want  of  necessaries  of  every  kind^  es- 
pecially of  tties^  ai^$eQitfL)  onect,  bread  and  water,  to 
those  aiidf il^tlilfiil  Cioantities^ji  jNift  #ides  of 
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There  are  twelve  villages,  or  towns,  in  D&liaiad, 
little  different  in  size  froni  Dobelew  ;  each  has  a  plan- 
l^^tion  of  doom-trees  round  it,  which  furnish  the  only  . 
iSianiifacture  in  the  island.    The  leaves  of  this  treej 
when  dried,  are  of  a  glossy  white,  which  might  very 
easily  be  mistaken  forsattin  ;  of  these  they  make  bas- 
kets of  surprising  beauty  and  neatness,  staining  part 
of  the  hti^m  with  red  or  black,  and  workittg^h^  . 
into  figures  very  artificially.    Some  of  these,  resem- 
bling^ straw-baskets,  have  been  found  to  continue  full  y 
of  isr^tef  fortwenty-fbttf  hours,  wrlhout  owe  dropxotft-^ 
ing  through.  They  sell  these  at  Loheia  and  Jidda,  the 
largest  of  them  for  four  commesh,  or  sixpence.  This 
is  the  employment,  or  rather  amusement,  of  the  inen 
who  stay  at  home  ;  for  they  work  but  very  moderately 
at  it,  and  all  of  them  indeed  take  special  care  not  to 
« prejudice  their  health  by  any  kind  of  fatigue  from 
industry. 

People  of  the  better  sort,  such  a^  the  Shekh  and 
his  relations,  men  privileged  to  be  idle,  and  never  ex- 
posed to  tlie  sun,  are  of  a  brown  cottiplexiotf,  iidt 
darker  than  the  inhabitants  of  Loheia.  But  the  com- 
mon sort  employed  in  fishing,  and  those  who  go  con-^ 
stAntljT  to  sea,  are  not  indeed  blaeki  but  ffedi  aad  little 
darker  than  the  colour  of  new  nitthog^ny^  Th^e 
£ir&^  bei^idesii  bl^ck^  among  them,  who  come  from 
Arkeefeo  and  the  tiiain,  but  even  these,  upon  marry- 
-  ing,  grow  less  black  in  a  generation.  *  v; 

The  inhabitants  of  Dahalac  seemed  to  be  a  simple, 
timid,  and  inoffensive,  people.  It  is  the  only  part  of 
Jtfricsssi  m  Arabia,  (iSSair  it  which  ym  please,)  where 
you  see  no  one  carry  arms  of  any  kind;  neither  gun, 
knife,  nor  sword,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  hands  of  -anj 
one.  Wh€fm%  ^  laoheiift,  ^hd  irA  all  th^  coaSt  of 
Arabia,  and  more  particularly  at  Yambo,  every  per- 
son goes  armed ;  even  the  porters,  naked  and  groaning 
tttjdief  the  weight  of  their  burden,  and  the  heat  of  the 
day,  have  a  leather  belt,  in  which  they  carry  a  crooked 
knife,  so  monstrously  long,  that  it  needs  a  particular 
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motion  and  address  in  walking,  not  to  lame  the  bearer. 
This  was  not aii*mys  the  case  at  Dahalac ;  forisev^rat  of 
the  Portuguese,  on  their  first  arrival  liei  e,  were  murdei*- 
ed,  and  the  island  often  treated  ill^  in  revenge,  by  the 
armaments  of  that  nation.  The  ms^ti  seefn  hmMtf* 
They  told  Mr.  Bruce  that  they  had  no  diseases  among 
them,  except  sometimes  in  spring,  when  the  boats  of 
li^l^frieiitind  JiMs^^b^  small-pox  among  them, 

and  very  few  escape  with  life  that  are  infected.  Fie 
could  not  observe  a  man  among  them  th?it  seecned  to 
tm  sixty  years  old,  frbm  wliich  fie  irifets  itiey  are  not 
jong  livers,  though  the  air  should  be  healthy,  as  being 
near  the  channel,  and  as  they  have  the  north  wind  all 
summer  which  moderates  the  heat.  ^ 

Of  all  the  islands  which  Mr.  Bruce  had  visited  Ori 
this  side  the  channel, *Dahalac  alone  is  inhabited.  It 
depends^  as  do  all  the  rest,  upon  Masuah,  and  is  con- 
f^tted  by  *  fii^^n  fhtmi  tbfe  i^tmi  Wtgimt^  tt^h  the 
Basha  of  Jidda  ;  and,  from  him,  on  Metical  Aga, 
then  on  the  Naybe  and  his  servants.  The  revenue  of 
this  governor  icoii^sr  in  a  goat  brought  to  him 
monthly  by  each  of  tW  twelve  villages.  -Every  vm^ 
sel,  that  puts  in  there  for  Masuah,  pays  him  also  a 
pOQnd  ^  coffee,  and  every  one  from  Arabia  a  dol- 
lar or  pt^^ikM^  Jio  sort  of  small  money  is  current  at 
Dahalac^  excepting  Venetian  glass-beads,  old  and 
new,  of  all  sizes  and  colours,  broken  and  whole.  * 

Tliferfe  2lf e  ii#lfter  hdre  dogs,  sheep,  cows,  not- 
any  sort  of  quadruped,  but  goats,  asses,  a  few  half- 
starved  camels,  and  antelopes  at  Dahalac^  which  last 
are  very  numerda^.  Th*j  inhabitatit^  tiitfe  =110  know- 
ledge  of  fire-arms ;  and  there  are  no  dogs,  nor  beasls 
(if  prey,  in  the  islar)d  to  killthein.j  tkpv  fiatch  indeed 
tltfeil^  in  traps. 

On  Mr.  Bracers  arrival  at  Bahalac,  on  th&  l^tfi,  he 
saw  swallows  there ;  and,  on  the  16th,  they  were  all 
gone.  On  his  landing  at  Masuah,  on  the  19th,  he 
saw  a  few;  the  21st  and  2S^d  Ibey  were  in  great 
flocks  i  on  the  2d  of  October       mm&  ?tll  ^ne.  It 

was 


Departure  from  1&iiMat5/ a^^friVa^ 

was  the  blue  long-tailed  swallow,  with  the  flat  head  ; 
^it  f liem  wigos,  ikfewise,  the  Bti^li#  infttfrfioi  MWefe, 
nud  darkish  grey  in  the  body,  with  a  white  breast. 

The  language  at  Dahalacis  that  of  the  Shepherds ; 
jSkiWbfc  tdo  is  spoken  by  most  of  the  IhliliWftattb. 
From  this  island  may  be  seen  the  high  mountains  of 
Habiesbj^  ru|[uiii\g  in  tin  even  ridge  like  a  wall,  parallel 
{6  tlt(&  4dd^V  ^tt^f  4»wti  to  #i]ta&etii. 

Having  eKamined  the  vessel,  and  found  that  she 
had  received  no  damage,  they  provided  water  (bad  as 
it  was)  for  the  remainder  of  their  voyage,  and  sailed' 
from  Dobelew  dtiiJbfe  Ifth;  buttbtr^^find  being  unfa- 
vourable, they/  came  to  an  anchor,  near  five  o'clock, 
in  ten  fathom  M^ater,  about  three  leagues  from  that 
port,  ^he  hfexl^^^  tiey  mrn^B  m  mtieb  progress  as 
they  could,  but  were  forced  to  come  to  an  anchor  at 
half  past  four  in  the  morning.  Here  is  a  very  shal- 
tbW  and  nayt^W  passage  ciall^rf  Bogaz  (signifying 
shallow)  barely  one  fathom  and  a  half  j  it  is  between 
the  island  Dahalac  and  the  S.  point  of  the  islknd  of 
Ndora,  about  forty  fathom  broad,  and  on  each  side^ 
full  of  dangerous  rocks.  ^  : 

The  tide  now  entered  with  an  unusual  force,  and 
ran  more  like  the  Nile,  or  a  torrent,  or  stream  con- 
ducted to  turn  a  Birll,  than  the  vsea,  the  eiFecfe  of 
tide.  At  half  past  one  o'clock,  there  was  water  enough 
to  pass  I  and  they  soon  were  hurried  through  it  by  the 
viotoeiS  df  tiiet^^  drMng  tbejii  in^  manner  truly 
tremendous. 

•  They  passed  between  Ras  Antalou,  the  North  Cape 
of  l&ahalac,  and  the  f$mall  island  Dahalottom,  which 
has  some  trees  upon  it.  Here  is  also  the  tomb  of 
Shekh  Abou  Gafar,  mentioned  by  Poncet,  in  his 
voyage,  who  mistakes  the  name  of  the  saint  for  that 
of  the  island. 

On  the  19th,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  th^J  caiiifif  t0 
at)  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Masuab. 


'I 


CHAPTEM 


TRAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA. 


127 


History  of  Masush. 


CHAPTER  IIL 


Transactions  at  Masuah — Conferences  with  Achmet  and  the  Nay  be — ^Trea- 
chery of  the  latter — Description  of  Masuah  and  Arkeeko — Diseases, 
Trade,  &c.— Cursory  Observations — Journey  froiTi  Arkeeko  toDixan, 
and  from  Dixan  to  Adowa — Fremona — Ruins  of  Axum — Arrival  at 
Sire — Journey  Trom  Sire  to  Adergey — Transactions  there — Journey 
over  Lamalmon  to  Gondar,  the  capital  of  Abyssinia,  and  transactions 

Masuah,  or  the  harbour  of  the  Shepherds,  is  a 
small  island  on  the  Abyssinian  shore,  having  an  excel- 
lent Bttrlldni-j  smd  water  deep  enough  for  ships  of  any 
size  to  the  very  edge  of  the  island  :  here  they  niay  ride 
in  the  utmost  security,  from  whatever, point,  or  with 
>;vt»atever  degree  of  Btrength,  the  wind  blows, 
Mand  itself  is  very  small,  scarcely  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  in  length,  and  about  half  that  in  breadth  ;  one- 
third  occupied  by  houses,  one  by  cisterns  to  receive  the 
rain-water,  andthekstismerved  for  feiif yiitgi^^tfiade^^ 

This  island  was  a  place  of  much  resort  as  long  as 
coaimerce  flourished  ;  but  it  fell  into  obscurity  very 
suddenly,  under  the'  oppressi^tt  of  the  *Piirfes>  who 
put  the  finishing  hand  to  the  ruin  of  the  India  trade 
.  in  the  Red  Sea^  begun  some  years -before  by  the  dis-* 
^^dVery  of  tfip^  0apeof,Good  Hope,  aa<l  f  ni^  ^¥£le^ 
m%nt^  mailB  bf  the  Portafwese  m  th^  c0JjSneiit  of 
India. 

After  the  Turks  had  obtained  possession  of  Masuah, 
it  was  at  first  governed  by  a  bash&Mtit  from  Constan- 
tinople. From  that  point  the  conquest  of  Abyssinia 
was  attempted,  but  always  without  success/  till  at 
lengtil  losing  its  vainest  a  gartli^oii,  if  ^a{»  no  fdtigeir 
thought  worth  while  to  keep  up  such  /an  expensive 
establishment  as  that  of  a  bachalick  at  this  place.  The 
principal  aiixiliaries  of  the  Turks,  whWfithey  conquer- 
ed the  island,  was  a  p^tstoral  tribe  of  Mahometans,  in-^ 
habiting  the  Coast  of  the  Red  Sey,  called  Bellowee. 
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In  reward  for  their  assistance,  the  Turks  invested  their 
chief  i/i?ith  the  civil  government  of  Masuah  and  its 
territory,  under  the  title  of  Naybe;  and  when  the 
basha  was  withdrawn,  this  officer  remained  in  fact  the 
Mi^ereign  of  thi^  plltiS^  f  ihoagR;  to^  .^ave  appearances, 
he  was  required  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  to  the  Ported 
The  pay  of  the  Janizaries  established  in  garrison  iq 
lil^iiflaad  #^  ;  them  ttt^n  having  int^tti^*^ 

rite4  ^ith  women  of  the  country,  were  succeeded  ift 
ibeir  posts  by  their  children,  who  having  at  Iqngtb 
becomlfe  Moors,  and  fia%#f  of  Masuah,  Ware  equally 
subject  with  the  other  ttihabi tan ts  to  the  influence  of 
the  Nay  be.  The  latter  considerinj^-  the  great  distance 
between  him  and  the  nearest  Turkish  garrisons  in 
Arabia;  sensible  also  bcrW  Ituich  he  was  in  the  powep 
of  his  enenjies  and  nearest  neighbours,  the  Abyssi- 
niansj;  began  to  think  it  the  most  prudent  plan  to 
nmhe  mtm  atfvaneaS  to  neddre  the  good-wM  ot  Ihese 
from  whom  he  had  most  to  fear.  It  was  accordingly 
agreed  that  on  condition  of  paying  one  half  of  the 
€ostoms^to  the  King  of  Abyssinia,  he  should  enjoy  > 
his  government  unmolested  ;  for  Masuah  is  absolutely  . 
destitute  of  water,  neither  can  it  be  supplied  with  pro- 
visions of  any  kind',  except  from  the  mountainous 
country  of  Abyssinia. 

Having  thus  secured  the  friendship  of  that  power, 
the  Nay  be  began  by  degrees  to  withdraw  himself  from 
the  paymentof  tribute  to  th#1S*lih*fW  6f  Jtd3 
government  his  island  had  been  annexed  by  the  Porte. 
Taking  the  like  advantage  of  the  circumstancejs  of 
Abyssinia,  wh^ffevBf  that  c^^^^  by 
civil  dissentions,  or  ruled  by  a  weak  government,  he 
withheld  the  share  of  the  custopois  be  had  agreed  tp, 
pay.  Such  was  the  $tate  of  affaffs  when  Mf.  Br«f€$ 
aMved  at  Masuah.  A  great  revolution  had  rec^alJf 
happened  in  Abyssinia,  of  whom  Ras  Michael,  gover- 
nor of  the  province  of  Tigre,  had  been  the  principal 
Ikijthor,  When  he  was  called  to  Gondar,  the  capital 
of  tbekingdoi»,JEtild  appointed  prime^naiiiljster,  Tigre 

con- 


continued  drained  of  troops^  and  without  a  governor. 
HfttziB  Hi^noe^  the  mw  kiiif  whom  Miefiafel  fetd 
placed  upon  the  throne  after  the  murder  of  Joas,  his 
predecessor,"  was  not  a  man  likely  to  infuse  vigour 
into  the  irtittiTritttr^tibn.  Maittrt^s  was  mt^tt  tl^m  he^ 
venty  years  of  age  at  his  accession  ;  and  Michael,  his 
tintinister^  within  a  few  ye^y§  q{  eighty^^  and  so  lame 
as  to  6f€i  Sicar<5ely  tiMe  to  stand;  Tte  Haybe  judged 
of  the  debility  of  the  Abyssinian  government  froiti 
these  circumstances  ;  but  in  this  conclusion  he  was 
.mistaken-  Already  had  Michael  intimated  to  him, 
that  he  would,  the  next  campaign,  lay  waste  Arkeeko 
and  Masuah,  till  they  should  be  as  desert  as  the  adja- 
cent wilds  of  Samhar  j  but  though  he  had  all  his  life 
bei&tt  reWarkdWe  far  keeping  promii^s^f  ihk  fetftd, 
the  Naybe  had  not  shown  any  public  mark  of  fear,  or 
remitted  any  tribtite,  either  to  thfe  King  of  A^byssinia,, 
or  the  Basha  of  Jidda. 

^he  bash%  on  the  other  ban4  was  not  im^^^Ski^M 
to  his  own  interest;  and  to  bring  about  the  payment, 
had  made  an  agreement  with  an  officer  in  high  credit 
with  the  SherifFe  of  Mecca,  This  man,  named  Meti- 
cal  Aga,  was  originally  an  Abyssinian  slave,  who  by 
his  address  had  raised  himself  to  the  post  of  sword- 
bear&r  to  the  sheriffe,  and  w*s  in  %ct  ^bsd1ut^  th  hk 
dominions.  He  was,  moreover,  a  great  friend  of  Mi- 
chael, Governor  of  Tigr6,  and  had  supplied  hini  with 
large  quantMe*  tif  ttms  and  ammunition  for  his  last  ^ 
caaipaign  against  the  King  of  Gondar.  The  basha 
had^eaiploy^d  Metical  Aga^  to  inform  Michael  of  the 
t*featthent  which  hfe  had  retjeivedi  from  the  Naybe,  de-. 
siring  his  assistance  to  compel  him  to  pay  the  tribute. 
He  not  only  intimated  to  the  Naybe  that  he  hail  taken 
this  step,  but  assured  him  that  the  very  next  year  he 
vioiild  give  orders  for  the  seizure  of  all  such^Mahoiti6<* 
tan  merchants  and  goods  as  should  come  from  Masuah 
to  Arabia,  either  for  the  purposes  of  religion  or  trade : 
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Mt.  Bruce  iti  great  Sanger  of  being  assassinated. 

^tSintiriople^  requiring  the  return  both  of  tribute  and 

Mafiotnet  Gibberti,  the  servant  of  Metical  Aga,  had 
accompanied  Mr.  Bruce  in  the  boat  to  Masuah ;  but 
Abdelcader,  who  carried  the  message  and  firman,  and 
who  was  go¥6J!t*0r  0f  th^ifi^i^d  iB^  had  sailed 

at  the  same  time  in  another  vessel,  and  had  wit- 
nessed the  honours  paid  to  our  traveller  at  his  depar- 
tare  froitt  Jiditfia*  iJrflrtlaimed  what  he  had  ^eett 
with  the  exaggeration  customary  in  his  country  ;  and 
]re|K)rted  at  Masual\,  that  a  prince^  a  near  relation  of 
the  Kmg^  6t  Mif  landj  nJ^htr  ifas  m  ir^deVi  but  only 
^came  to  visit  countries  and  people,  might  shortly  be 
expected  at  that  place.  Many  were,  the  consultations 
heM  feetw^eti  Iha  Nay  be  afid  ms  i^dtitei^lttirs  to  decide 
what  was  to  be  dOfie  with  this  prince.  Some  were 
for  adopting  the  mof^Jt  expeditious,  and  what  bad  long 
been  the  usual  method  of  treating  strangers  in  this 
island,  th^t  i*=to  «aft  f  uM^^  and  divid-^ 

ing  his  property  among  the  garrison  ;  while  others 
in«isted  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  wait  and  see  what 
Icflters  he  hluJ  AlfiarBIa  t&  Abyssinia^  lest  they 
should  aggravate  the  storm  just  ready  to  break  upon 
them,  on  the  part  of  Metical  Aga,  and  Michael  Suhuh 
Acbmet,  the  Naybe's  nephew^,  alon%  loodly  profe^^ 
against  the  folly  and  injustice  of  ofifejfing  any  violence 
to  the  expected  stranger,  whose  very  rank  ought  to 
be  a  sufficient  protection  in  every  place  where  there 
was  any  government  whatever.  He  said  that  enough 
of  strangers'  blood  had  already  been  shed  at  Masuah 
for  the  purposes  of  rapine ;  and  he  believed  that  a  curse 
ailji  poverty  had  followed  the  crime,  Bte  farther  re- 
presented with  what  facility  the  European  ships,  com- 
ing to  Jidda,  might  revenge  any  injury  done  to 
ISIn  Bifucje^  ai  half  tie  numti^^  of  guns  fired  in  eoiti* 
pliment  to  him,  would  be  sufficient  to  destroy  them 
,all,  and  level  both  Arkee%o  and  Masuah  with  the 
ground,  A^ni^i^ mt  ^t4^tw^4^^^ 
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Itt^irflves  at  Masuah. 


but  heir  apparent  t^)-  bis  dignity  ;  his  influence  pre- 
vailed ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  to  hiai  s^bodkl  be  left 
the  decision  of  Mr.  Brace's  fate, 

Oh  the  l9th  of  Set>tetiibari  mf 
rived  at  Masuah,  very  much  tired  of  the  sea,  and  de- 
l^irpu^  to  land.  ^But,  as  it  was  evening,  he  tbought  it 
i^vlsable  to'sleep  on  board  that  night,  that  be  might 
have  a  whole  day  (as  the  first  is  always  a  busy  oite| 
before  hii%  and  receive  in  the  night  any  intelligence 
ffotoi  fifJsiidi^  who  might  hot  choose  to  venture  to  come 
Opedly  to  «ee  him  in  the  day, 'at  least  before  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Naybe  had  been  heard  concerning  bim. 

Mahomet  Gibberti,  whom  Mr.  Bruce  had  perfectly 
$eci}rei}#  m4  who  was  fully  die^i^|irt&^  wMb 
picions  concerning  the  Naybe,  went  on  shore  the  same 
evening  I  and  being  hiiiiself  an  Abys^inian^  and  hav- 
ing iiorrnetiori^  iti  M44imb$  belenittil  Hfli^ftM  thai  fiifit 
ta  dispatch  to  Adowa^  the  capital  of  Tigre,  those 
ters  which  Mr.  Bruce  knew  to  be  of  the  greatei^t  im- 
portance, tie  inforttied  Janni,  a  confidential  servant 
.of  Miehael,  and  superintendent  of  the  custom-hoiiise  at 
!Adowa,  of  his  arrival  at  Masuah,  and  that  he  had  let- 
ters from  Metical  Aga,  to  the  Naybe  and  the  Ras. 
He  also  wrote  to  him  in  Gl^eel^  that  be  wm  ^rnMM 
the  Naybe,  begging  him  to  send  without  loss  of  tiitte 
some  trusty  person  as  a  protector^  or  at  least  to  'wit- 
ness whst  tttigfbr  befal  him  t  and  ti>  fttjqtr ifbt  ttie 
of  Abyssinia  with  these  circumstances. 

Next  day  a  person  came  from  Mahomet  Gihbeirtt 
to  ebntlu^  Mr^'Bruee  shori. 

The  Naybe,  who  Mrasatilll^ko»and  Achmet,  bad 
therefore  come  down  to  receive  the  duties  of  the 
merchandise  on  board  the  vessel  which  brought  Mr. 
Bruce.  There  were  two  elbow  chail^^  plBe^  itt  the 
middle  of  the  market-place.  Achmet  sat  on  one  of 
them,  while  the  several  ofi&cers  opened  the  bales  aad 
j^feages  b^e  liitki  }  the  other  chai  r  on  his  lell  balid 
was  empty.  He  was  dressed  all  in  white,  in  a  long 
Banian  habit  of  muslin j  and  a  clo^-bodied  frock  resichh 


132  TRAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA. 

His^  interview  wit^i  Achnjet, 

ing^  to  his  antler*,  much  like  the  wMtefrdek  aftd  petti* 
coat  which  young"  children  wear  in  England,  This 
species  of  dress  did  ^ot  in  any  way  suit  Achmet's 
shttj^eorsisse;  but,  it  seems,  he  meant  to  ^>e  in  gaig^^ 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Bruce  came  in  sight  of  him,  our  tra- 
velJer  doo bled  his  pace  :  Mahomet  Gibberti's  servant 
whispered  to  him  not  to  kiss  his  hand,  which  he  in- 
iaiided  to  have  done.  Achmet  stood  up,  just  as  he  ar- 
rived within  arm's  length  of  him  ;  when  they  touched 
each  other's  hands, ,  carried  their  fingers  to  their  lips- 
theii  laid  their  hands  across  their  breasts ;  Mr.^ 
Bruce  pronounced  the  salutation  of  the  inferior  Salum 
AUcum  f  Veace  be  between  us^"  to  which  he  an- J 
##etid?iiaf!iediat%  AMmm  MtMk  f  ^^  There  is  peace 
between  us."  He  pointed  to  the  chair,  which  our 
traj^aUer  declined  ;  but  he  obliged  him  to  ^it  down, 

Iti  Ifeils^e^^  the  greater  the%)ftdttr  that  § 
shewn  you  at  the  first  meeting,  the  more  considerable 
present  is  expected.  Achmet  made  a  sign  to  bring 
coffee  directly,  as  the  immediate  offering  of  meat 
or  drink  is  an  assurance  that  your  life  is  not  in 
danger.  He  began  with  an  air  that  seemed  ra- 
ther serious:  *^  We  have  expected  you  here  some 
time  ng0^  biit  tbaiif  ht  ydii  liad  changed  your  miiSicf, 
atid  was  gone  to  India."  "  Since  sailing  from  Jid- 
da/' tep^  "  I  have  been  in  Arabia  FeWjg.^ 
the  ©ritfW  Sloeha,  ^nd  crossed  last  #iwifr 

Are  you  not  afraid,"  said  he, . "  sa  thinly  Mtended* 
to  venture  upon  these  long  and  dangerous  voyages?" 
"  The  countries,'^  answered  Mr.  Bruce,  where  I  hare 
V  heen,  are  either  subject  to  the  Emperor  of  Constan- 
tinople, whose  firman  I  have  now  the  honour  to  pre- 
sent ^ou,  or  to  the  regency  of  Cairo,  and  porteof  Ja- 
niaiaries— here  are  their  l#8ters^---or  to  the  SherifFe  of 
Mecca.  To  you,  §ir,  I  present  the  sheriflFe's  letter; 
and,  besides  ^hese,  one  from  Metical  Aga,  your  friend,, 
who,  depending  on  your  character,  assured  nSethis 
alone  would  b^  suflficientto  preserve  me  from  ill-usage 
so  long  as  I  did  no  wrong  j  as  for  the  dan|fers  of  the 
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rm4  ftom  banditti  aiird  lawless  persons^  my  servants 
^a?a  irateran  soldiers,  tried  and  exercised  •from  their 
infancy  in  arms,  and  I  value  not  the  superior  number 
of  cowardly  and  disorderly  persons."  He  then  re- 
tarned  to  Mr.  Bruc6th6:toterai Baying,  "  You  will  g-ive 
these  to  the  Naybe  to-morrow;  1  will  keep  Meticars 
letter,  as  it  is  to  me,  and  will  read  it  at  home/'  He 
put  it  aifi^rdihg^ly  m  hii  boHom and  Jik^iig^  ifiiiMh^^ 
coffee,  our  traveller  rose  to  take  his  leave,  and  was 
presently  wteted  to '  the  skin  by  deluges  of  orange- 
flower*  water,  showered  upon  him  fron^  the  right 
and  left,  liy  iwo  of  Achtnet'$  mtt0ndan% 
bottles.  '  . 

A  very  decent  house  had  been  provided ;  which 
Mi*.  Bruce  had  no  sooner  entered,  than  a  larga^iStitter 
was  sent  by  Achmet,  with  a  profusion  of  lemons,  and 
good  fresh  water,  now  become  one  of  the  greatest de- 
li^a^k^  in  life  ;  soon  after,  his  baggage^^i^lfM-Stll  ij^ttt 
unopened ;  with  which  Mr.  Bruce  was  very  well 
pleased,  being  afraid  lest  any  injury  might  be  done  to 
Hit  do^fe,  tiie&eofi^^  «ir  ^^iStdrant,  by  tht\Mfile8t 
manner  in  which  the  Ignorant  peopla  wjgM  fi^^ 
their  curiosity,-  t  t/  i 

Jjsi^^  in  the  evening  Mr.  Bruce  received  a  visit 
froni  Achmet,  who  wished  to  be  more  particularly 
informed  concerning  our  traveller's  character  and 
views.  These  enquiries  being  answered  in  a  sati?- 
^aetory  manner,  Mr.  Bruce  said  that  he  bad  been 
taught  to  rely  in  a  particular  manner  on  his  visitor  as 
a' friend,  ih  which  quality  he  wished  to  offer  him  a 
«fe|iarat6  tliOtip  ^tti^l^^^  Hfethfe|0^ 
fore  requested  his  acceptance  of  a  pair  of  pistols; 
but  as  Achmet  wished  this  transaction  to  rernaln 
secret,  he  declined  taking  them  at  tbut  titoe.  "  lit 
the  pistols  remain  with  you,''  said  he^  "  and  shew 
them  to  nobody,  till  I  send  you  a  man,  to  whom 
you  tiiay  say  any  thing,  and  he  shajl  go  between,  you 
and  Wt^f  for  there  is  in  this  place  arnumfe^^ROf  devijs, 
fwt  iiifen  j  but'  UUah  Kmm'^God  is  great.  The 

/  person 
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person  that  brings  you  dry  dates;  in  an  Indian  hand- 
kerchief, and  an  earthen  bottle  to  drink  your  water 
out  of,  give  him  thp  pistp'l^/'  Accordingly,  on  the 
20th,  a  female  slai^e  came  %vtth  the  proper  eredentiajs, 
and  reeeivfisil;  She  present  destined  for  Achmet. 

In  the  morning  of  the  2 1st,  the  Naybe  came  from 
Arkeeko,    The  usual  way  is  by  sea  ;  it  is  about  two 
leagues  straight  across  the  bay,  but  somewhat  more 
by  land.    The  passage  from  the  main  is  on  the  north 
side  of  the  island,  which  is  not  above  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  broad  ^  the^t^  is  a  large  cistern  f or  raih^Wittei^dii 
the  land-side,  where  you  embark  across.    He  was 
poorly  attended  by  three  or  four  servants,  miserably 
moantetl,  and  about  forty  naked  savages  on  foot, 
armed  with  short  lances  and  crooked  knives.  The 
drum  beat  before  him  all  the  way  from  Arkeeko  to 
Masuah.    Upon  entering  the  boat,  the  drum  on  the 
land-side  c<^ased,ati{t  thoiie,  in  what  is  cMlttd  the  Cas- 
tle of  Masuah,  began.    The  castle  is  a  small  clay 
hut,  and  in  it  one  swivel  gun,  which  is  not  mounted, 
jboi  lies  upon  the  grotiad:^        is  firet}  always  with 
great  trepidation  and  some  danger.    The  drums  are 
'  earthen  jars,  su^h  as  they  send  butter  into  Arabia ; 
the  moitth»*«if  wtil<jh      ijovered  with  a  skin,  so  Jlis^t 
a  strangeiv  on  Keying  two  or  three  of  these  tog^^N^ 
would  run  a  great  risk  of  believing  them  to  be  jars  of 
butter,  or  pickles,  carefully  covered  with  oiled  parch-^ 
ment.  All  the  procession  was  in  the  same  stile. .  The 
Naybe  was  dressed  in  an  old  shabby  Turkish  habit 
much  too  short  for  him,  ^r^d  which  seemed  to  have 
been  imM  atmit  tb^  f has  e  of  Siitf »il  Sdliaii.  He  wore 
also  upon  his  head  a  Turkish  cowke,  or  high  cap, 
which  scarcelv  admitted  aq^  part  of  his  head.  In 
i^is  dressy  trfcleh  oifr  Mm'b^  a  tfoljr  J^^tfl^ 
pearance,  he  received  the  caftan,  or  investiture,  of  the 
isiland  of  Masuah :  and,  bping  therebj  representative 
of  the  grand  signior,  he  totiseiited  that  d&y  iix  bfc 
called  OmarAga,  in  honour  of  the  commis4&0%  O^WQ 
staiidards  ©f  white  silkt  striped  with  red;  Were  car- 


ried  before  hjm  to  the  mosque,  whence  he'went  to 
his  4wn<  to  rec^i^  the  coufpliments  of  bi« 

friends.  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  Mr.  Bruce 
went  to  pay  his  respects  to  him,  and  found  him  sitfing 
on  a  large  wooden  #tidi»^^hmlr/a^^  head  of  tii^crfiti^ 
of  naked  savages,  who  made  an  avenue  from  his  chair 
\o  the  tloor.  f3ie  had  nothing  upon  him  but  a  coarse 
cdtfon  if^fift^,  so  dirty,  that  tt  ^med  as  if  all  paiua  to 
clean  it  again  would  be  thrown  away,  and^o  short 
that  it  scarcely  reached  his  knees.  He  wasvery^tall 
and  lean,  his  colour  black  ;  he  had  a  large  mouttt  and 
Ii0»e|  ftt  plAC^  df  a  beard,  a  very  scanty  tuft  of  grejf 
hairs  upon  the  point  of  his  chin  ;  large,  dull,  and 
heavy  eyes ;  a  kind  of  malicious,  contemptuous  smile 
m  im  '  uountenance  j  he  altogether  tif  *  ifio^l 
stupid  and  brutal  apptearance.  His  character  per- 
fectly corresponded  with  h^  figure  ;  for  he  was  a  man 
t^jf  iliiMtri^lties,  erael  tc^  e^ss,  avariciotais^  and  a 
great  drunkard.  Oor  traveller  presented  lii'S  firman. 
Th^  greatest  basha  in  the  Turkish  empire  wou^ld  have 
risen  upon  seeing  it,  kissed  it,  and  carried  it  to  bis 
forehead  ;  and  Mr.  Bruce  expected  that  Omar  Ag^^ 
for  the  day  he  bore  that  title,  and  received  the  caftan, 
^ould  have  shewn  this  mark  of  respect  to  his  master. 
IBiit  he  did  not  e^^u  l^ecelve  It  i»t&  his  hands ;  and 
pushed  it  back,  saying,  Do  you  read  it  all  to  me 
word  for  word." — Mr.  Bruce  told  him  it  was  Turkisli  | 
thAt  life  never  learned  td  read  a  word  df  Mait  lan- 
guage.— "  Nor  I  either," '  said  he  ;  "  and  I  believe  I 
never  shall."  Ifruce  then  delivered  the  letters  from 
Meticai  Aga,  the  'ilieriflfe,  Ati  Bey,  and  the  Jani- 
mries.  He  took  them  all  together  in  both  his  hands^ 
and  laid  them  unopened  beside  him,  saying,  "  You 
fhould  have  brought,  a  moullah  along  with  you.  D0 
yiiu  think .1  si*ai  read  all  these  letters?  Why,  it 
would  take  me  a  month."  He  then  glared  upon  his 
visitor  with  his  mouth  open,  so  like  an  ideot,  that  it 
f^m  with  tim  9tBi#^  iiiffi0ij|t|  he  kept  his  gravity, 
only  sinswertfff ,  *^  Jtwt;  m  j^a  plfease  1  you  know  be»t." 


The  Nay  be  affected  at  first  not  to  understand  Arabic ; 
j^poike  by  atit  inferpreter  in  the  language  of  Masuab^ 
which  is  a  dialect  of  Tigre-:  but  seeing  that  Mr. 
l^ruce  understood  him  in  this^  he  spoke  Arabic^  and 
spofc#  it  mdth  i  A  B^feiice;  fdftl^Wi^  tfef ^  4h&vt  tmttr^ 

sation,''and  Mr.  Bruce  took  the  opportunity  to  give 
him  his  present^  with  which  he  did  not  seem  .dis-* 
pleB:s^ed,  but  rathter  that  it  b#tew  htm  tb  HH  Mm 
mi  foVf  without  saying  a  word  about  it,  he  asked 
whfere  the  Abuna  of  jElabesh  was?  aud  why  he  tar- 
ried'so  long  ?  Mr.  Bruce*  said,  th6  wars  in  Upper 
S^l^fe  toad  made  the  roads  dangerous;  aud  it  was 
easy  to  see,  Omar  longed  niuch  to  settle  accounts 
with  him.  Our  traveller  now  took  his  leave  of  the. 
li^yfc^^,  T^^ry  l|tJle  «ith  is  receptiotfe  «il4|fce^ 

small  accomife  iie  seamed  to  Qml^a  of  bis  li^^^fc^r  of 
himself.  '  ^ 

^^mhhAhit^n^^^  were  dying  of  the  smalU 

pox,  so  that  it  was  feared  the  living  would  not  be,  suf- 
ficient to  bury^the  dead.  The  whole  island  was  filled 
with  shrieks  and  lameiitations  both  night  and  day. 
The  people  at  last  began  to  throw  the  bodies  into  the 
sea,  which  deprived  our  traveller  and  his  attendants 
of  their  great  support,  fish,  of  which  they  l^a.d  eaten 
some  kinds  that  were  excellent.  Mr.  Bruce  had  sup- 
pressed his  character  of  physician,  fearing  lest  he 
should  be  detained  on  account  of  the  itoultitude  of 

sick.  ■    '  -  ^  \i7 

On  the  15th  of  October  the  Nay  be  came  to  Masuah, 
and  dispatched  the  vessel  which  brought  Mr.^ruce 
^yerj  smd,  as^if  fce  had  only  wailtedTtm 
was  out  of  the  way,  he,  that  very  night,  sent  word  that 
our  traveller  was  to  prepare  hiqj  a  ha^ndsome  priesent. 
He  gave  in  a  longllstcHrparticuIa^^^^^  great  amount, 
which^^he  desired  might  divided  into  three  parcels, 
and  presented  three  several  days.  '  One  was  to  be. 
given  him  as  Nay  be  of  Arkeeko  j  one  as  Omar  A^a, 
tfeptdsentative  of  th#^'|^l^!t<i  signior  ;  and  one  for  hav- 
'  tbe  b^g^^  ^mtist  aad  tnjvi^ited^  ^spec^ 


The  Nay be's  raisHnderstanding  with  Mr.  Bruce.  *^ 

ally  the  larger  quadrant  As  the  assurarice  of  protec- 
tion, vMdi  Im".  Wfnt&  \m&  reeei^fed  froifia  Achme^ 
ga^va  him  soaie  courage,  he  answered^  "  That>  having' 
a  firman  of  the  gra«d  sigttiot,  and  letters  from  Meti- 
cal  Aga,  it  was  mere  generomty  should  he  give  hifti 
any  pres<i*l|:%t  as  Nay  be  or  'Omar  Aga, 

that  he  was  liot  a  merchant  who  bought  and  sold, 
nor  had  merchandise  on  board,  therefore  had  no  cus- 
toms %4f  pay."  '  Upon  this  the  Maybe  sent  Mr. 
Bruce  to  his  house,  where  he  found  him  in  a  violent 
fhi;j,  and  many  useless  words  passed  on  both  side§, 
Al  iatf  he  [)eremptorily  said,  that  milen^  Mt.  iBbniee 
had  three  hundred  ounces  of  gold  ready  to  pay  him 
on  the  following  Monday,  upon  his  landing  from  Ar- 
kB^k^^  he  Would  confine  him  in  a  dungeon,  without 
lights  air,  or  meat,  till  the  bones  came  through  his  skin 
for  want. — Mr.  Bruce  turned  his  back  without  any 
answer  or  salutation,  and  had  scarcely  reached  honfjei 
when  a  message  came  frotil  the  ICayftife,'d^ifiiig  he 
would  send  him  two  bottles  of  aqua-vitae.  Mr.  Bruce 
gave  the  servant  two  bottles  of  cinnamon->?^'atef, 
^»hM^  h#  itttoti  to  tal^  till  th^  mmm  had  tainted 
them ;  but  they  were  not  agl^i^bfe  to  the  Ma^^he, 
and  were  therefore  returned. 

Ail  this  time  Mr.  Briice  very  much  wondered  what 
was  become  of  Achmet,  who,  wiih  Mahomet  Gibberti, 
remained  at  Arkeeko:  at  last  he  heard  from  the 
Naybe's  servant  that  he  was  in  bed,  ill  of  a  fever.  ,Mr. 
Bruce  sent  t&  t\m  Nay  be  to  desire  leave  to  go  to  At*- 
keeko,  who  answered  surlily,  he  might  go  if  he  could 
find  a  boat ;  and,  indeed,  he  had  taken  his  measures 
so  well  that  not  a  hmt  wotiM  irfcir  mmey  or  per^ 
suasion. 

On  the  29th  of  October  the  Nay  be  again  came  from 
Airt^ko  to  MaSM^^  and,  as  Mr.  Sruce  was  told,  in  very 
ill  humour  with  him.  He  soon  receiv^ed  a  message  to 
attend  him,  and  found  him  in  a  large  waste  room  like 
a  barn,  and  about  sixty  people  with  him.  This  was 
his  dlf^K  m  f  i%»d  «<Jflii^il^%^ 


\  ,    ^  .      '  - 

officers  of  state,  all  naked,  assembled  in  parliament.  • 
.A  cc3rtii'et  bad  appeal^  a vftAsr i^aj^sra^^    his  arrival  at 
Masuah;  it  had  been  many  days  visible  in  Arabia  ' 
pelix,  being  then  in  its  perihelion  ;  and,  after  passing 
M  conjunction  wilhtb^  stfrij  ft  iti^w  i^ppmttS  sftlSa?*t^ 
snah  early  in  the  evening,  receding  to  its  aphelion. 
Mr.  Bruce  had  been  observed  watching  it  with  great> 
attention  ;  and  tite  lat^B  ttvBd^ 

given  offence  to  the  ignorant  people.    The  first  qa6i-' 
tion  the  Nay  be  asked,  wais,  What  that  comet  meant, 
and  why  it  appeared?    And  before>Mr.  Bruce  could- 
answer  him,  he  again  said,     The  first  time  it  was 
visible  it  brought  the  small-pox,  which  has-  killed- 
above  a  thousand  people  in  Masuah  and  Arkeeko.    It  - 
ia  known  that  lyM  *sorn*s^i^^         it  every  higbjb^at 
Loheia;  it  has  now  followed  you  again  to  finish  the- 
few  that  remain,  and  then  you  are  to  cari'y  it  into^ 
Abyssinia.    What  lia ve  you  to  do  with  tli*  hornet ?"  . 

Without  giving  our  traveller  leave  to  speak,  the 
Naybe's  brother^  JEqiir  Achmet,  th^a  said,  "  That  b^^ 
was  inarmed  Mr,  Brtt^e  was  an  engineer  going  to  < 
Michael,  governor  of  Tigre,  to  teach  the  Abyssinians 
to  make  cannon  and  gunpowder  ;  that  the  first  attack* 
was  to  be  against  Masuah.''    Five  or  six  others  spoke 
mnch  in  the  same  strain;  and  the  Nay  be  concluded 
by  say  ing,  "  That  he  would  send  Mr.  Bruce  in  chains 
to  Constantinople,  unless  he  went  to  Hamazen,  with 
hk  brother  Emir  Achmet,  to  the  hot- wells  th6ret*ift4 
that  this  was  the  resolution  of  all  the  janizaries  ;  f(k^ 
Mr^  Bruce  bad  concealed  his  being  a  physician, 
^  Mr.  Btlfli^^.  wlto'M        yet  spoken,  now  enqnifeiA 
*  if  all  those  atteEdants  were  janizaries,  and  where- 
was  their  commanding  officer  ?     A  well-looking, 
elderly  man   answered  that  he  w^as  Sardar  of  the 
janizaries.  ,  ^'  If  you  are  Sardar  titbit/*  Said  our  tra- 
veller, "  this  firman  orders  you  to  protect  me.  The 
Naybe  is  a  man  of  this  country,  no  member  of  the^ 
ClWiOft«a3i  0inpir^<*v  A:.^^ti€^l  raurmup  :4f  iaf|^pr<iN^^^ 
tidii  foHowed,  kxkd  Mi%  Bruce  ei>utiiittetlJbjf^ 
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that  he  Bevf  r^w^i^ild  go  to  Hatna^^n,  as  he  suspectel 
that  the  design  of  the  Naybe  and  Emir  Achmet  in 
wishing  to  send  him  thither  was  to  l  ob  and  murder 
him  out  of^sight.  "  Dog  of  a  Christian  cried  Emir 
^L^hmet,  putting"  his  hand  to  his  knife,  if  the  Naybe- 
wanted  to  murder  yon,  could  he  not  do  it  here  :this 
minute?''—**  No,"  said  the  Sardar,  he  could  not]  I 
would  not  suffer  an  jf  Stteh  thlirgi^  ^  JL^hiWet  is  the  Ktt*it#- 
ger's  friend,  and  recommended  me  to  day  to  see  no 
injury  done  himj  he  is  ill,  or  would  have  been  here 
Itiws^ljt^^^*  Aelimet,^  resttmed  M^^^  ^rtrce,  *^'is my 
friend,  and  fears  God:  were  1  not,  hindered  by  thfe 
Naybe  from  seeing  him,  his  sickness  would  before  this 
tfnie  have  been  removed.  1  will  go  to  Achmet  at 
Arkeeko,  but  not  to  Hamazen,  nor  ever  again  to  the 
Naybe  here  in  Masuah.  Whatever  happens  to  me 
must  befal  me  in  my  own  house.  Consider  what  a  ^ 
iigare  a  few  naked  men  will^make,  the  mf  mm^ 
trymen  ask  the  reason  of  this  either  here  or  in  . 
Arabia."  He  then  turned  his  buck  on  the  assembly, 
atttJ  wifc|it>ttt  ^retnony  departed.  *  Am  he  was  going  he 
heard  a  voice  say  behind  him:  A  brave  ^mafnl 
Wallah  Englese  I  True  English,  bjr  Q—tir  Our  tra-- 
yeller  went  away  in  em^iaferahlfe  aLgitktion,  as  it  was 
plain  his  affairs  were  coming  to  a  crisis,  for  good  or 
far  evil.  He  observed,  or  thought  he  observed,  all 
the  people  shun  him.  He  Vvas  upon  his  guard,  and 
did  not  wish  thefii  t&  £<Miie  it^r  hthi  |  Mtt  liStfmng' 
down  into  his  own  gateAvay,  a  man  passed  closely 
him,  saying  distinctly  in  his  ear,  though  in  a  low 
voice,  first  irt  Tip^  mi  thetr  \tk  Arabic,  *^^e«* 
nothing,"  or,  "  Be  not  afraid."  This  hiBt^  short  as  it 
was^  gave  him  no  small  courage* 

Wf.  Bi-utfeh^  scarcely  dined,  whfehletsftNant 
with  a  letter  from  Achmet  at  Arkeeko,  telling  him  how 
ill  he  had  been,  and  how  sorry  he  was  that  our  travel- 
ler did  not  come  to  see  him,  as  Mahomet  Gibberti  had 
told  him  he  could  help  him.  He  requeal;ed  Mr. 
Pfuce  to  kee^  the  bearer  with  him  in  hi^  hwue,  and 
^  s  2  give 
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tr|m  ^Wget>^  th  gate  till  be  eouTd  conae  t<* 
Masmti  himself,  Mr.  Bruce 'now  saw  tbvongb  the 
treachery  of  the  Naybe.  He  had  not,  indeed,  for- 
bidden hini  to  go  and  see  his  nephew,  but  he  hajl 
forbidden  any  boat  to  carry  him ;  &nd  this  our  tra- 
veller told  the  servant,  who  departed  the  same  riiglrt 
for  Arkeeko,  leaving  another  man  with  orders  to  admit 
nobody,  and  ad^Mug  Mr.  Br^ciee  to  ^gfenci  MtoMf 
should  Jliiy  person  attempt  to  force  an  entrance. 
About  12  o'clock  at  night  a  mm  canie  to  the  doori 

without  any  ceremony  .  Then  came  two  or  three  more^ 
in  the  name  of  Achmety  who  were  told  by  the  servant 
that  they  woulti  rtot  be  iftdasit^e^d.  They  then  asked 
to  with  Mr,  Bruce  ;  and  grew  very  tumultuouii,) 

pressing  with  their  backs  against  the  door.  When  Mr* 
Bruce  (  who  had  no^  acquired  some  confidence^  came 
to  then^i,  a  young  man  among  them  said  h€  was  sdtt  fa 
Emir  Aohmet,  and  that  bis  father  and  some  friends 
werexoming  to  drink  a  g^lass  of  arraeky  (for  so  they 
mil  bmndy)  with  him.  OopttsfellWtWd  hinfrMsTe- 
'solutioti  was  not  to  admit  either  Emir  Achmet,  or  any 
other  person  at  night,  and  the^t  he  never  drank  arraeky. 
They  attempted  again  to  force  open  the  door,  wbicih 
was  strongly  barricaded  ;  but  as  there  were  cracks  in 
it^  3(1 1>  Bruce  put  the  point  of  a  sword  through  one  of 
Ihem^  demfing  them  to  be  cautious  of  hurting  them- 
f fellre$  t^l^^  the  iron  spikes.  Still^tbiey  attempted  to 
force  open  the  door,  when  the  servant  told  them,  that 
Achmet,  when  he  left  them  the  charge  of  tbi^t  door,^ 

X  an  entrance  at  night.    Thia  mepi?iee  ba^^ 
effect,  and  they  soou  retired.  k.^ 

€fi1  «W  4tb{>  df  WfeVewrber,  the  sw^^afrt  Aci^ftttiSt 
returned  in  a  boat  from  Arkeeko,  and  with  him  four 
|aii)izari^s.  Achmet  was.  iwt  yet  well,  and  was  jvery 
4esf^s^  M  see  Mr;  Broc^.  1^6  suspected  that  he 
was  m%im*  poisoned  or  bewitched,  and  had  tried  many 
^Imm^  witb^ttt  effect*    Our  traveUer  arrived  at  Ar- 

^  keeko 
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keeko  about  eleven,  passed  the  door  of  the  Naybe 
wltfooiTt  chaUe&ge,  and  found  Aeteet  in  bis^wn^ 
house,  ill  of  an  intermitting  fever,  under  th©  very 
worj^t  of  regimens.  His  head  ached  violently.  Mr. 
Brude  gave  him  proper  reined ies  to  ease  hf«t  ]panitd^^ 
his  stomach,  and  the  next  morning  began  with  bark. 
He  staid  here  till  the  6tb  in  the  morning,  at  which 
time  Ad|6fiei' WW  ^  Mr.  Biflrfe 

left  biniy  however,  some  doses  to  prevent  its  return  ; 
aiiH^  Achmet  told  him  on  the  7th,  be  would  come 
mth  froatg  n0  lifted  f&  fcrflo^  Mijj  Itiid  baggage 
to  Arkeefedp  «o4  ^  ^mts  tfefe  fei^daga  ©I 

Masuah.  v 

On  the  6th,  in  the  morning,  while  at  breakfast^ 
Mr.  Bruce  was  told  that  tbr^^epirfthil  had  arrit^ed 
from  Tigr6;  one  from  Janni,  ayoung  man  and  slave, 
who  spoke  and  wrote  Greek  perfectly;  the  other  twa 
^rvants  we^e  RaisM1eliaeF$,  or  rather  tB^^ king's,  both 
wearing  the  red  short  cloak  lined  and  turned  up  with 
mazarme  blue,  which  is  the  badge  of  the  king*«  ser- 
vant, and  is  called  shalaha.  Mich$^ers 
the  Naybe  were  very  short.  K# ordered  him  to  fur- 
nish Mr.  Bruce  with  oeeessari^&i  and  diapafcql^  hini 
without  loss  of  time. 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  BimiMr  #ii^]*ked  for  Masuah. 
At  the  shore  he  received  a  message  from  the  Nayba 
to  come  and  sjpeak  to  him;  but  he  returned  for 
audw^i*^  It  was  Tm|i©$^5fbte,  as  he  was  obliged  to  gotc^ 
Masuah  to  get  ojedicines  for  his  nephe^w  Achmet. 
At  ei|^ht  o'clock  he  reached  the  island,  where  he  com- 
pleted fif^  observMmns^  and  prepared  anniolested  fa^ 
his  departure  from  a  spot  infamous  for  the  qoatttfty  #f 
Christian  blood  shed  there  on  treacherous  pretences. 

The  hoitses  of  Masuah  are,  in  general,  built  of 
poles  and  l)ent  g^^sa^a^  fft  the  tovfttS  of  Arabia  j  but, 
besides  these,  there  are  about  twenty  of  stone,  six  or 
eighi^  of  which  are  two  stories  eachj  though  the 

«&eiMid  s^li^oi^  i5«iftifit^^  ^&mm  m^  tmmp 

that 


iStstte  of  commerce    Miljliigiti.  ^ 

that  one  generally -not  a  large  one.  The'  stones  v  are 
lirtSLWn  out  of  th^  hm^  m^t  IJallitlat;  ^  ittti Ift 
see  the  beds,  of  that  mussel,  or  shell-fish,  found  to  be 
contained  in  the  solid  rock  at  Mahon,  called  Dattoli 
1^  fmre,  or  se^8t-<kti^>  tile  ^sfi  of  whkh  Mr.  Brace 
never  saw  in,  the  Red  Sea ;  though  there  is  no  doubt 
tbey  might  be  founcl  ir?  the  rocky  islands,  about 
Masttah^  if      r^adkisr  were  feroketi  for  them.  .  ' 

AlthoiJ^tl  Masuah  is  situated  in  the  very  entranee 
of  Abyssinia,  a  very  plentiful  country,  yet  all  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  are  scarce  and  dear.  Their  quality, 
t00,  liiriefy  indifFeraat*  This  is  owing  tp  the  difficulty, 
expense,  and  danger,  of  carrying  the  several  arti- 
cles through  the  desert  flat  country,  called  ^amhar, 
which  K^s  betwe^fi  AtfeB^fed  an^d  the  monMains  o^ 
Abyssinia ;  as  well  as  to  the  extortions  exercised  by 
the  Naybe,  who  takes,  under  the  name  of  customs, 
whatever  part  he  pleases  of  the  goods  and  provisions 
brought  to  that  island:  by  which  means  thd -Jii^fit  of 
the  seller  is  so  small  as  not  to  ]b#  Wi>Jfth  tlie  jiatit^/S|;i|jl 
risk  of  bringing  it. 

A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on  at  iS^^sfi^tv  n^>: 
withstanding  these  inconveniences,  narrow  and  con- 
fined as  the  island  is,  and  violent  and  unjust  as  is  the 
government,  fitsf  ife  m  ^11  ^011^  m  H  slwert ly  iti&t^^ 
and  for  articles  where  a  small  cap'ital  is  invested. 
Property  here  is  too  precarious  to  risk  a  venture  in 
valuable  commodities>  where  the  hand  of  power 
enters  into  every  transaction. 

The  goods  imported  from  the  Arabian,  side  are'' blue 
cotton,  ^Surat  cloths,  and  cochineal  ditto,  ca}ied  Ker- 
mis, fine  cloth  from  different  markets  in  India ;  coarse 
white  cotton  cloths  from  Yemen  ;  cotton  unspun  from 
ditto  in  bales;  Venetian  beads,  crystal,  drinking,  and 
looking-glass ;  aii^  e^^hdy  dJr-i^mde^ntimony.  These 
three  last  articles  come  in  great  quantities  from  Cairo, 
first  in  the  coffee-ships  to  Jidda,  and  then  in  jsinall 
pmM  qfi^r  to  this  port*    Old  copper  too 
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History  of  Arfceeko- 

on  which  miieh  is  gained,  and  a  great  quantity  is 
imported.  ^ 

The  Galla,  and  all  the  various  tribes  to  the  west- 
Vard  of  Gondar,  wear  bracelets  of  this  copper;  and 
they  say  at  timesr,  th^%  tifekr  the  country  of  Gongas 
and  Guba,  it  has  been  sold,  weight  for  wieight,  with 
gold.  There  is  a  shell  likewise  here,  an  univftlye  of 
the  species  o^^f  <ilttte^  ivfel^  af  *  tubsL,  ot  tefti" 
paras.  '  ,i 

As  there  is  no  water  in  Masuah,  the  number  of  ani- 
mals belonging  to  it  can  be  but'small.  The  sea-fowl 
have  nothing  singular  in  them,  and  are  the  grey  and 
the  white  gull,  and  the  small  bird  called  the  sea-lark 
or  peckerel.  The  sky-lark  is  seen  here,  but  is  mute 
the  i^rhok  fm^M  iWlTitj  Nbi^^jib^rf 

he  then  mouats  mff  bigb#  and        ih  th^^ 
of  the  day. 

Arkeeko,  ft  large  tftWtt  trnthe  bottom  of  the  bay 
of  Masuah,  has^  water,  but  labours  under  the  same 
scarcity  of  provisions  ;  for  the  tract  of  flat  land  behind 
both,  called  Samhar,  is  a  perfect  desert,  and  only^ 
ilshabi ted  from  the  month  of  November  to  April,  by  a 
variety  of  wandering  tribes  called  Tora,  Hazorta, 
Shiho,  and  Doha ;  and  these  carry  all  their  cattle  to 
the  Abyssinian  md^of  the  moUiilarinsr  whteij  Ih^  i*ains 
fall  there,  which  are  the  opposite  six  months*  When 
the  season  is  thus  reversed,  they  and  their  cattle  are 
AO  longer  in  Samhar,  w  ihn  dominion  of  the  Naybe, 
but  in  the  hands  of  the  Abys^ynians,  who  thereby, 
without  >eiri«f  lit  the  expense  and  trouble  of  marching 
agamst  Mamiah  with  ^m  army,  can  make  a  line  round 
it,  and  starve  all  at  Arkeeko  and  Masuah,  by  prohi- 
biting any  sort  of  provisions  to  bo  carried  thither 
from  their  side. 

BJasuali  is  very  unwholesome,  iiidi^ecY,  ii  the 
whole  coast  of  the  Red  Sea  from  Suez  to  Babelman- 
del,  but  more  especially  between  tlie  tropics.  Violent 
f^y^rs:^  mU^^h^^i^kt^^^  i]ciii^#i|(OB^  figure 
ill  this  fetal  list^  and  gmmlly  mmmm  tlie  third 
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air  ist  Maitiaii  vttf  ittsalillbriom. 

^aj  in  death.  _If  the  patient  survives  till  the  fifth  d»y 
lt#  Tei^  ttfiterr  t^ovei^ii  by  drmking  water  only,  MA 
throwing  a  quantity  of  cold  water  upon  him,  even  in 
his  bed,  where  be  is  permitted  to  lie  without  attennpt^ 

'  ing  to  make  him  dry,  or  change  his  bed,  till  andlher 
deluge  adds^  to  the  first. 

There  is  no  remedy  «o  sovereign  here  as  the  bark  t 
but  it  must  be  given  in  Tery  different  times  and  man*, 
ners  from  those  pursued  in  Europe.  Were  a  phj  sician^ 
to  take  time  to  prepare  his  patient  for  the  bark,  by 
first  giving  him  purgatives,  he  would  be  dead  of  tbe 
fever  before  km  prepamtioil  «?asr ^nipleted .  Irnuie-t 
diately  when  a  nausea  aor  version  to  eat,  frequent  fttti^ 
of  yawning,  s^raitness  j^bout  the  eyes,  and  an  unusua)^ 
biit  tfdt  (^#iprl^l  #eiisat^^  atohg  the  spir^j  eofii^t  b^^, 
no  time  is  ikfn^  to  be  lost;  small  doses  of  the  b*rii 
must  be  frequently  repeated,  and  perfect  abstinence 
clliserved,  unless  from  eo-pious  draughts  of  cold  \i*ater. 
^be  second  or  third  do.^e  of  tbais^^kf  if  any  quaMif| 
is  swallowed,  never  fails  to  purge  :  and  if  this  evatti^ 
ation  is. copious,  the  patient  rarely  dies ;  but,  on  the 

'  contrary,  his  recovery  is  generally  rapid.  Moderate 
purging,  then,  is  for  the  mast  part  to  be  a4p|^(jad|  8ttd 
rice  is  a  much  better  food  than  fruit. 

Ipeea^oatilfa  botft  fatigues  the  patidit  Att^  h*f%lil^tt^ 
the  fever,  and  so  conducts  the  patient  more  speedily 
to  his  end.  Black  spots  are  frequently  found,  on  the 
Weai^  and  belly  of  the  d^  pfektib;^  The  belly 
swells^  and  the  stench  becomes  insufferable  in  three 
hours  after  death,  if  the  j^ei*soii  dies  iii  theday^  or  if 
the  weather  is  warm. 

The  next  common  disease  in  the  low  country  of 
Arabia,  the  intermediate  island  of  Masuah,  and  all 
Abyssinia,  (for  the  diseases  are  exactly  similiar  in  all 
Om  imct,)  is  th#  tMa^  fever,  #hi*h  i*  ^dtfaing 
different  from  our  tertian,  and  is  successfully  treated 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  Europe.    As  no  species  of 

lli^^      ^$  far  *^ltf:r.  Briic'e  pbserf^^jr 
the  patient  wi*h  ieatb*  e8|ie^»%  m  th#  {^itiiititf  of 


the  disorder,  some  time  may  be  allowed  for  prepara- 
$l€^  t6  tt^^^  who  doubt  the  effect  of  the  bark  in  t^fe 
country;*  but  still  he  apprehends  that  the  safest  way 
is  to  give  small  doses  from  the  beginning^  qn  th^  first 
lfif«i^ls$^6ff,.  m-mm  mmm^n^  thtiDgh  tiiii  ii%<mid  he 
soinewbat  obscure  and  uncertain.  f>  - 

i\i  The  next  disease^  which  we  mi^y  sajr  is  eod^^Bial 
ife  ttn^  «01]tflr^e^l  lidfen^^fiilerit^  is^eallfed  hmzeer^ 
the  h^gs  o^»  the  swine,  and  is  a  sWellii^g  of  the  glands 
of  the  throat  and  under  the  arms:  This  the  ignorant 
inhabitants  endeavour  to  bring  to  a  suppuration,  but 
in  vaih  j  'they  then  open  them  in  sivtiim) 
and  rufinfug  follows,  and  a  disease  very  iniicfe'*f6setn- 
bling  what  is  called  in  Europe  the  evil, 

iftext,  though  tioiiL  daingerous  complaiilfs  j^^^ 
a  very  terrible  appearance.    Sniall  tubercles  pr  sweU 
lingB  appear  all  over  the  body,  but  thickest  in  the 
thighs,  arm^^  and  lungs.    Th^se  awellibgs  ge  an^ 
come  for  weeks  tog^tStl^  withoOt  pfiiin  j  though  the 
legs  often  swell  to  a  monistrous  size,  as  in  the^fopsy. 
S(HD6times  the  patients  have  ulcers  in  their  noses  and 
lij^iisi  «i0t  tttt^^     those  which  are  otie  «f  tMmalg-^ 
nant  consequences  of  the  venereal  disease.   The  small 
swellings  or  eruption^s,  when"  squeezed,  veyy  often ' 
yield  fitedd  ;  lit  other  i*espects  the  patkiit  Is  ^ttlgftt^^^ 
in  good  health,  saving  the  pains  the  ulcers  give  hiait 
and  the  still  greater  uneasiness  of  mind  whieh  be  suf- 
fetis  from, the  spoiling  of  the  smoothness  of  his  skin; 
for  all  the  nations  in  Africa  witilim  tlte^t'^j^i^gitl^iV^ 
derfully  affected  at  the  smallest  eruption  or  roughness 
Qf  th«  skin.    A  black  of  Sennaar  will  bide  himself  lii 
eh«  h<ras0  where  it  is  rfttffe,  m^d  ^isot  t^  1^  s^en  by 
his  friends,  if  he  should' have  two  or  three  pimples  on 
an^  part  of  his  body.    Nor  is  thetffe  any  remedy,  how- 
ever Vfoleht,  ttrtt  tfeiey  ivril  hot  fly  to  for  imraedi$ite 
relief.    Scars  and  wounds  are  no  "blemishes;  atid'Mt* 
Bruce  has  seen  them,  for  threfe  or  four  pimpfeis  on 
their  bracelet  arm,  suffer  the  application  of  a  red-hot 
ii^^with  geeat  resi»li)ti0n:  aiivt  ^!fi#tltt«^^  ^ 
^  7.^  The 
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The  next  complaipt  common  in  these  countries  is 
called  Farenteitf  fit  liOrruption  of  an  Arabic  word^ 
which  signifies  the  worm  of  Pharaoh,  all  bad  things^ 
being  by  the  Arabs  attributed  to  these  poor  kings,  who 
^i^ahi^d  |o  be  looked  upon  hf  posterity  as  the  evil 
genii  of  the  country  which  they  once  governed.  This 
^extraordinary  animal  only  afflicts  those  who  are  in 
^  ebnMattt  h0M  ti  dHtfking  stagnant  wafers  ivh^tltaff 
that  water  is  drawn  out  from  wells,  as  in  the  kingdom 
of  Sennaarj  or /ound  by  digging  in  the  sand  where 
^  it  is  amkmg  its  way  to  its  proper  level,  Ifj© 
fyiiiig  down  the  side  of  th#  lltOttlJ*^^^^^^  irfter  tftft*^^^^ 
pical  rains.  This  plague  appears  indiscriminately  in 
every  part  of  the  body,  though  oftenest  in  the  legs 
and  arms;  but  far  frOBa  ^ikt^tlng  the  fleshy  parts  of 
the  body,  it  generally  comes  out  where  the  bone  has 
least  :flesh  upon  it^  On  lookin|;'  at  this  Mform^  at  its 
first  appearance^  a  ismialt  blac£  h«ad  %  iH[fi(lb^^^ 
a  hooked  beak  of  a  whitish  colour.  Its  body-  is 
seemingly  of  a  white  silky  texture,  very  like  a  small 
tendon  bared  and  perfectly  cleaned.  Afil:0r  its  ap- 
pearance the  natives  of  these  countries,  wlli)  are  used 
to  it,  seize  it  gently  by  the  head,  and  wrap  it  round 
a  thin  piece  of  silk,  or.  small  bird's  feather.  Every 
day,  or  several  times  it  da^^^  th^y  try  to  wfrid  it^up 
upon  the  quill  as  far  as  it  comes  readily ;  and,  upon 
the  sipiallest  resistance,  they  give  over  for  fear  of ^ 
jbreakiti^  it*  Mr.  Bruce-Tists?  srfeeii  fl^e  feet,  or  some- ' 
thing  more  of  this  extraordinary  animal,  winded  out 
with  invincible  patience  in  the  course  of  three  weeks. 
No.  ipflafetnatfon  thm  remained*  and  scarcely  any 
redness  round  the  0d|^  of  the  aperture  ;  oiil|^%iltKl|tlI 
quantity  of  lymph  appeared  in  the  hole  or  puncture, 
which  scarcely  issued  ^  out^  upon  pressing.  In  three 
days  it  was  commonly  well,a/iid  left  rio^g^^^ 
implying  loss  of  substance. 

Our  traveller  himself  experienced  this  complaint. 
He  wal  mUd'mg  uponi  a  40%  M  lD*iro,;*a  few  days 
aft^i?  hi$^^r#torn       Uppkt  %ypfe  wbg%liejMt  in  the 
i  fore 
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fdi*e  part  of  his  leg-,  upon  the  bone,  about  seven  inches 
below  the  centre  of  the  knee-pani  itching*  res^'^i. 
bling  what  follows  the  bite  of  a  muschetd.  Upon 
scratching,  a  small  tumour  appeared  ver^  likea  mus- 
clieta  bite.  The  itchihg^  Mtsrttt^  "ftbodt^  an^floiir 
terwardsj  arid,  being  more  intent  upon  reading  than 
his  ie^,  he  scratched  it  till  the  blood  came.  He  soon 
.ato^Sbsfel^ed  abmething  Itfed  a  black  spot,  which  had 
already  risen  considerably  above  the  surface  of- the 
skin.  All  medicine  proved  useless;  and  the  disease 
*ttdt  being  known  at  Cairo,  there  was  nothing  for  it 
but  to  have  recourse  to  the  only  received  manner  of 
treating  it  in  this  country.  About  three  inches  of  the' 
worm  was  winded  out  upon  a  piece  of  raw  silk  in  the 
#t«i  week,  without  pain  or  fever i  lHil  it  was  bmketi 
afterwards  through  the  carelessness  and  rashness  of 
the  surgeon  when  changing  a  poultice  on  board  the 
ship  in  wfiieh  heWturned  to  France:  a  violent  inflam- 
mation followed ;  the  leg  swelled  so  as  to  scarce  leave 
any  appearance  of  knee^or  ancle;  the  skin,  red  and 
^Isteiiiiedji  seemed  glazed  like  a  mirror.  The  wound 
was  now  tteab^r  mi^  discharged  nothing  j  md  ih^& 
was  every  appearance  of  mortification  comin"^  on. 
The  great  care  and  attention  paid  to  him  in  the  laza- 
retto at  Maraeilti^,  and  the.sltin  of  ih#:  surgeon,  at 
length  overcame  this  troublesome  complaint.  Fifty- 
two  days  had  elapsed  since  it  first  began  ;  thirty-five 
oif  Vteeh  i^ere-sp^nt  in  the  greatest  agony.  It  suppu- 
rated at  last;  and  by  enlarging  the  orifice;  a  good 
quantity  of  matter  was  discharged.  Mr.  Bruce  had 
made  constant  nse  of  bark,  both  in  fomentations  and 
in>vardly ;  but  did  not  recover  the  strengcb  of  his  leg- 
entirely  till  nearly  a  year  alter,  by  using  the  baths  &f 
Poretta.  a 

KM  last  Usetitidti  o^the  endemM  diseases,  mention- 
ed by  our  author,'  and  the  most  terrible  of  all  others 
that  can  fall  to  the  lot  of  man,  is  the  Elephantiasis, 
wl^i<h#Mit  Leprosy,  or  Lepra 

^  k  cttirisbltteet 
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Aj^C^Wtti  of  an  endemial  di3or4^t  j^^i€^3)^|lllMlltia^^ 

eiiaiist^ni^#  Mod  stages,  it  qo  more  resembles  |he 
prosy  of  ]F^|0itii)ef  than  it  does  the  gout  or^jdrop^^. 
Mr.  !^ruce  never  saw  the  beginning  of  this  disease.! 
DuFing  the  course  of  itj  the  face  is  often  healthy  to 
appe*^«lt^si^tl^e6yes  vivi^  and  sparkling':  those  aflfect- 
ed  have  sometimes  a  kind  of  dryness  upon  the  skin  of 
th^ir  backs,  which,  upon  scratching,  leaves  a  meali-^ 
or  wyi6t{66$  5  tlit  dttly  t4rcttttii40ttefe,  f o  th^  4ifejit; 
of  his  recollection,  in  which  it  resembled  the  leprosy  ; 
but  it  has  no  scaliness.    The  hair,  too^  is  of  its  natural 
c?p€|f«lrt  ni^t  W^^^      yellowish,  t^t  tttint^J^in  the  leprosy; 
but  so  far  froor  it  th^h  thwgh  thB:  Ahymirmm  have 
very  rarely  hair  upon  their  chin,  people,  apparently 
iq  the  laist  stage  of  the  elephantiasis,  may  be  seen  witijir 
a  very  good  beard  of  ilm^  n^^ml  colour.  7  p  ra 

^  The  appetite  is  generally  good  during  this  disease  j 
nor  does  any  change  of  regimen  affect  the  complaint.; 
The  pulse  is  only  subject  to  tlire  i&aitae  ^ariati^BPS^  vm  in 
those  who  have  no  declared  nor  predominant  illness  | 
tjhey  have  a  constant  thirst,  as-the  lymph,  which  coft- 
tfhually  oozes  from  th^ir  Wounds,  probably  <jeinati||« 
to  be  replaced.  It  is  averred  by  the  Abyssinia^ llj^ 
it  is  not  infectious.  Qur  traveller  had  seen  the  wives 
of  those  who  were  in  a  very  inveterate  stage  of  this  ilK 
iiess,  who  had  borne  them  several  children,  whoo 
yet  perfectly  free  and  sound  irom  any  contagion;  nay, 
he  never  observed  children  visibly  infected  vi^ijth 
.  ^seiise^ Stall  j  though  noneof  f^eitt  had  the  appeilSrf^ii€^ 
of  health.  It  is  said  that  the  elephantiasis,  though 
surely  horn  with  the  infant,  doe^  not  beconie  visible 
till  the  approach  to  manhood,  and  that  it  sometimei^ 
passes  by  a  whole  generation. 

The  chief  seat  of  this  disease  is  from  the  bending 
of  the  knee  downwards  to  the  ancle ;  the  leg  is  swell- 
^  to  great  degree,  becoming  one  size  from  bottom 
to  top,  and  gathered  into  circular  wrinkles,  like  small 
hoops  or  plaits ;  between  every  one  of  which  there  is; 
jIt  opening  that  separli;|ei^ 
t]bov%  mdi  which  is  all  v^w  flf&bi  m  |>erfMly  exco- 
;i  .  riated. 
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riated.  i  From  these  cirbular  divisions  a  great  q^uantity 
of  lymph  etinstfttit^y  oo2Ses«  Tlr«  swelling  ttf  the  leg 
i^eaches  over  the  foot,  so  as  to  leave  about  an  inch  or 
little  more  of  it  seen.  It  should  seem  thdt  the  black 
lM:d49tir  «^^^^  the  thickness  tH^  leg,  smdi  jt» 
jsl^iilielei^  foifiu,  and  the  rough  tubercles,  or  excrtf* 
cences,  very  like  those  seen  upon  the  elephant,  give 
the  name  to  this  disease,  and  form  a  striking  resem^ 
Mftnce  between  the  distettifier^dligt^f  1^^ 
nate  individual  of  the  human  species,  and  those  of 
the  noble  quadruped,  the  elephant,  when  in  full  vi* 
gour.  J  » ?  / 

Mr.  Bruce^s  first  general  advice  to  a  trai^j^Ilir> 
to  remember  well  what  was  the  state  of  his  constrtu- 
kil^i]  before  he  visited  these  countries,  and  what  his 
igi3a|t|lftitlftw^^    if  bfe  had  any ;  for  fe^l*  vlirjr  frequently 
seizes  us  upon  the  first  sight  o^f  the  many  and  sudden 
deaths  we  see  upon  our  arrival ;  and  our  spirits  are  so 
lowerad  t^y  pior^ttial  perspirati&%'  Md  our  nerves 
relaxed,  that  we  are  apt  to  mistake  the  ordinary 
symptoms  of  a  dise^ise,  familiar  to  u^  in  our  owii  coun* 
try/ifey^e  approach  of  ^ijf'  tlik^ 
pers  that  are  to  hurry  us  in  a  few  hours  into  eternity* 
This  has  a  bad  effect  in  the  very  slightest  disorders  • 
m  th&t  it  hath  become  proverbial — If  you  think  yOu 
iliall  4ie,  you  shall  die.  m 

If  a  traveller  finds  that  he  is  as  well  after  having 
been  some  time  in  this  countryvas  he  was  before  en- 
terittg  it,  Mn  hmt  wtef  to  ittake  n&  Ikmmmm  ili  hm 
regimes,  further  than  abating  somethrng  in  the  quan- 
tity.  But  if  he  is  of  a  tender  constitution,  he  cannot 
a«Jt  tiione  wisely  than  to  follow  implicitly  the  regimen 
of  sober  healthy  people  of  the  country,  without  argu^ 
ipg  opoB  European  notions,  or  substituting  what  we 
consider  as  succedaneums  to  what  we  see  used  on  the 
spot*  All  spirits  are  to  be  avoided  j  #veii  bark  is  bet- 
ter in  water  than  in  wine.  The  stomach,  being  re- 
laxed by  profuse  perspiration,  needs  something  to 

«^«flltt%'^»a^^  to  thi^f«%  mi  ^iM&Urm  f^mmi 
/  y  diigestiofl. 


Ig0  t$LmMtJs.  j|f  Mti^fm^ 

Proper  rcgiwreia  %6  ill!  <jb!remtf'%y  stfrangers  ' 

digestion.  For  this  reason  (instinct  we  should  call  it„ 
if  speaking  df  b^fists)  thfe  hMi^  of  4ltT  e^Mi^ii  t&i$n^ 
tries  season  every  species  of  food,  even  the  simplest 
and  ntiildest  rice,  so  much  with  spices,  especially  with 
pepper,  ssf  mbsolutely  to  blister  a  European  palate^^ 
These  imwerfal  m^mp^m  Providence  has  planted  id 
these  countries  for  this  use;  and  ,the  natives  have, 
from  the  earliest  times,  had  recourse  to  them  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  they  can  procure.  And  hence, 
in  these  dangerous  climates,  the  na|iye$amas  healthy 
as  we  are  in  our  northern  on^St 

Oiir«Lialte  it  dtiwtiv  tlleh,  as  a  positive  rtitt  <>jf 
health,  that  the  warmest  dishes  the  natives  delight  in 
are  the  most  wholesome  strangers  can  use  in  the  pu- 
Ml  t^tBSatiS  the  twer  '4?abia,  Abyssinia,  San* 
nmt  and  Egypt  itself;  ajid  that  spirits^  and  all  lip* 
mented  liquors,  should  be  regarded  as  poisons;  and, 
for  fear  of  temptation,  not  so  much  as  be  carried 
along  with  you,  unlesf  toefti^raum  for  o^^^ 
applications.  Spring,  or  running  water,  if  you  can 
find  iti  is  to  be  your  only  drink*  You  cannot  be  too 
nice  in  {jfocuring  ihk  ar tMe.  But  oh  hdth  eoasts 
of  the  Red  Sea  you  scarcely  find  any  but  stagnant 
water,  the  way  which  our  traveller  practised,  when 
att  any  place^thiat  ditowed  fittie  and  opportunity,-  wa$ 
always  this.  He  took  a  quantity  of  fine  isand,  washed 
it  from  the  salt  quality  with  which  it  was  impregnated, 
and  spread  it  upon  a  sheet  to  dry;  he  then  filled  an 
oil-jar  with  Water,  and  poured  into  it  as  mdch  from  a 
boiling  kettle  as  would  serve  to  kill  all  the  animacula 
and  eggs  that  were  in  it.  He  then  sifted  the  dried 
sand,  as  slowly  as  po^iilil^,  upon  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  the  jar,  till  the  sand  stood  half  a  foot  at  the 
bottom  of  it  J  after  letting  it  settle  at  night,  he  dre^  it 
oflF  by  a  hole  in  the  jar  with  a  spigot  in  it,  about  an  inch 
above  the  sand  ;  then  threw  the  remaining  sand  out 
upon  the  cloth,  and  dried  and  washed  it  again.  This 
process  is  sooner  performed  than  described.  The 
WMUt       B^fiA  ^  lhe^#NI  i?^#n|^      tttlte  iole* 
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when  travelling  through  the  deserts  of  Africa, 


rht  t<3r  tlie  lihest  Spa.  Hifiiik  largely  of  ^  this  wilhotit 
fear,  according  as  your  appetite  requires.  By  vio- 
lent perspiration  the  .aqueous  part  of  your  blood  is 
thrown  olF;  and  it  |b  not  spirituous  liquor  can  restore 
this,  ^whatever  tijtdiiientary  strength  it  may  give  yoa 
from  another  cause.  When  hot  and  almost  fainting 
with  weakness  from  continual  perspiration^  Mr.  Bruce 
ilat  fottfe  iiild;^  ^mm  h^ih^  and  been  immediately 
restored  to  itreogtbi  as  ^^upcru  first  rising  in  &e 
morniiig.  ;  ' 

lii  l^bfli^  nemt  scruple  to  throw  yourself  bio 
^  coldest  river  or  spring  you  can  find,  in  whatever  de-* 
gree  of  heat  you  are.  The  reason  of  the  diff^erence 
ill  Murope  is,  that  when,  by  violence,  you  have  raised 
yourself  to  an  extraordinai^  ^^gree  of  heat,  the^iedM 
water  in  which  you  plunge  yourself  checks  your  per- 


is itself  too  cold,  and  yoitiio  ritrt  usfe  Ifo^e^uflleietit  to 
bring  back  the  perspiration,  which  nought,  but  action 
occasioned  :  Wheireas,  in  these  warm  countries,  your 
perspiration  is^  nsittif 111  though  no  acfk^ 

be  used,  only  from  the  temperature  of  tha  mi^diutli  | 
therefore  though  your  pores  are  ^jhut,  the  moment  you 
plunge  yourself  into  the  cold  water,  the  simple  condi- 
tionvof  the  ontwafd  ^it  again  tmm^  you  with  peark 
of  sweat  the  moment  you  emerge  ;  and  you  begin  the 
expense  of  the  ac]^ueous  part  of  your  blood  afresh  from 
1^6  6aw  utoiek  that  ym  hai^e^Md  fn  by  your  immer- 
sion. ♦  For  this  reason  if  you  are,  well,  deluge  yourself 
from  head  to  foot,  even  in  the  hpuse,  where,  water  is 
plentiful,  by  directing  a  servant  to  throw  buckets  upon 
you  at  least  once  a  day  when  you  are  hottest ;  not 
from  any  imagination,  that  the  water  braces  you,  as  it  is 
called,  for  your  bracings  will  last  you  only  a  very  few 
minutes:  inundations  Wili^AWf  Eatery  partioles  Into 
your  blood,  thowgh  not  equal  to  bathing  in  running 
streams,  where  the  total  immersion,  the  motion  of  the 
fiWr^«nrfti(e^a^oi^  ilie  llai|b»i^I  conspimife  thfe 
ii^efit  you  are  in  quest  of. 


spi ration,  and  shuts 
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Do  not  fatigue  yoii|'8i&]tf  if  pos^itile.  Exercise  is 
Hot  eittter  so  necessary  m  S^ltJtary  here  as  in 
Europe.  Use  fruits  sparingly,  especially  if  too  ripe. 
Tbe  musa,  or  banana,  in  Arabia  Felix,  are  rotten-ripe 
#ite»  they  are  brought  to  you.  A^oid  all  sorts  of  frait 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  markets,  as  it  has  probably 
been  gathered  in  the  sun^  and  carried  inile$  into  it; 
ftifid'  all  its^  juic^>^!^iliF\ia  %%^tiSi  #mifentetit»h,  ^  tjay 
it  first  upon  a  table  covered  with  a  coarse  cloth,  and 
throw  frequently  a  quantity  of  water  upon  it;  and,  if 
you  have  an  oppo**ttinityy^  g^atfii^  ititjth^  (^eW  the 
morning,  before  dawn  of  day,  for  then  it  is  far  Ir^tl^l^ 
^  >  Rice  and  pillaw  are  the  best  food ;  fowls  are  very 
bad;-  eggs  are  worse ;  gfisens  are  not  wholesom^w 
tn  Aretbia  -ttte  oliilton*  is  good,  and,  wh^n  roa^tigd; 
may  be  eaten  warm  with  safety ;  perhaps  better,  if 
cold.  All  soups  or  broths  are  to  be  avoided ;  all  gattte 
h  <  ^.  '       '  .5 

Mr.  Bruce  observes  that  he  had  known  many  very 
sernp^lous  abput  eating  suppers,  but,  as  he  was  per-^^ 
snadedj  idtfodttt  teason.  The  great  perspiration  whieh 
jrela3C€s  the  stomach  so  much  through  the  day  hati&oiHr 
ceased,  and  the  breathing  of  cooler  air  has  given  to 
its  operations  a  much  stronger  tone.  He  always  mad^ 
itfti^ttiost  plen#ful  iiieal^^  tf  he^^^^  Wfcife 
at  Jidda,  his  supper  was  a^pieceof  cold  roasted  ttiut- - 
ton  J  and  a  large  glass  of  water  during  thedog-day«.  ^ 

It  is  a,  custom  that,  from  the  first  ages,  has  pre- 
vailed'among  the  orientals,  to  shriek  and  lament 
upon  the  d^ath  of  a  friend  or  relation,  and  cut  theit 
faces  upon  the  ^ tem pies ^  with  their  nails,,  about  tb^ 
bresMi^^^^  #Nfi^ib6%  titm  of  which  is  left^^long  fof 
that  purpose.  Tt  was  always  practised  ,by  the  Jews, 
and  thence  adopted  by  the  Abyssinians^  though  ex«- 
presslf  loTfMddc^i^^fe^^  by  the  prophets: 

At  Masuah,  it^seems  to  be  particular  to  dance  upon 
that  occasioii.    The  women,  friends,  and  visitorafi 
place  ill#Q(ii#^ii  a  ring ;  tb^n  i4|Me-iiio wly ,  figu r- 
ili-a4^  out  m  m  a  coufttP^^iPi^#;  1?M$iliiikce 


Toolahdikt— Shckh  Seide.  ? 

is  all  to  the  voice,  no  instrument  being  used  upon  the 
i^eftslon }  only  tjhe  Atxm  (dr  tfee-fiutti^wl*  Is  b^ai^) 
'adroitly ^enough,  and  seems  at  once  necessary  to  keep 
the  dance  and  song  in  order.  In  Abyssinia,  too, 
is  pnrsiietf  tfr  a  ihttttttfet^^^  rtdlculoiis.  ^F|k»ti 
the  death  of  an  ozoro,  or  any  nobleman,  the  twelve 
Judges,  who  are  geneially  between  60  and  TO  years 
of  life,  sing  the  song,  arifl  tiati^e  the  figd1?e-dance, 
in  a  manner  so  truly  ridiculous,  that  grief  must  have 
taken  fast  hold  of  every  spiBfilsfcter  whp  does  not  laugh 
upon  the  occasion,  ;  ^  ' 

On  the  roth  0I Jfioft^lttber  Mr.  Bruce  left  Masdah, 
with  the  soldiers  and  boats  belonging  to  Achmet, 
He  was  also  attended  by  three  servants  frd'm  Abys- 

'  Between  Masuah  and  Arkeeko,  in  the  bay,  are 
two  islands,  Toulahout  and  Shekh  ^(^ide  ;  the  fir»t 
'  on  the  west*  ttie  other  bn*the  south*  ^ti^y  are  both ^ 
lliiinhabited>  ^ijd  without  water.  Shekh  Seide  has 
a  mirabouty  or  saints'  tomb,  on  the  west  end.  It  is 
not  half  a  mile  in  length,  when  not  overflowed,  but 
\m  two  large  points  of  sand  which  run  l^r Diif  % 
east  and  to  the  west.  Its  vt^est  point  runs  so  near  to 
Toulahout,  as^  at  low  water,  scarcely  to  leave  a 
eh^tnnel  M  tiie  b^eadlb  of  a  bd^t  lo^  pas^  bglfi^eai. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  Mr. 
Bruce  waited  upon  the  Na^jbe  at  his  own  housie,  who  , 
risoeiveii^  him  nfith  ttiore  ciVtllty  tbM  tfsu^l  Aslte 
waS^  biisy«  imt  Iraveller  took  his  leave  of  him,  only 
asking  his' commands  for  Habbesh,  to  which  he  an- 
swered, "  We  have  time  enough  to  think  of  that ;  dto 
you  come  here  to-morrow.''  Accordingly  Mr..Bruce 
repftited  his  visit  the  next  day,  having  first  struck  his 
tent  and  got  all  his  baggage  ih  readiness.  The  Naybe 
liivittf  m  I»f07e,  t&ld  Moi  With  a  g^pii^ 

air,  "  That  be  was  wiUiiag  to  further  his  journey  into 
Uabbesh  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  provided  be 

'  ^  *  fit*© 


m 


TRAVELS  IN  4BY8SI^)[IA, 


froo?  all  p^ajssenger?;  tl)at,  ^$  by  his?  tept,  )i>aggag*e, 
^nd  arms,  he  saw  be  lyas  a  m^n  abpv^tbe  cpnaipqn 
sort,  which  th^  Grand  Signiqrs  firman,  apcj  gill  his 
letters  teaf>;jfie(J,  lesis  than  IQOQ  patafeas  ofFere(i  %  him 
woitld  putting  a  gre^t  affront  upon  him;  )ffiw^Vi9P$ 
m  cansideration  of  the  Governor  of  Tigpe,  t^  Vi^hpm 


tijat  would  fall  upon  him  frqfn  abroad/' 

Tp  tljjs  Mr*  .Bru^ce  jBin^^efed  jn  the  same  gr^y^ 
tofla,  #a$  Ife  tiio  him  terf  wr&ng  to  t^ke  300 
l^f^kAf  with  shame,  when  receiving  1000  would  •fee^ 
^  more  honourable  as  well  as  more  profitqible;  there- 
fore be  bad  nothing  to  do  but  put  that  into  his  accoont- 
book  with  the  Governor  of  Tigre,  and  settle  his  honor 
and  his  interest:  together.  As  for  hiiuself,  he  was  sent 
fot  by  Metical  Ag^,  on  ac(?punt:  of  th^  f^ingi  and  was 
pr0|}^ing  ip^©^^  tti)d  if     Pp^^^  h^  gping 

forwg.rd  to  Metical  Aga,  he  shopld  return;  bqt  (then 
agstin  he  should  expect  Xm  thpiisjapd  patakas  frgm 
Metical  Ag*  for  the  trouble  ^nd  loss  of  \me  he  hdd 
heeq  ^t,  which  he  and  Ihe  Has  woilid  HQ.  dpubt  sfi^]^ 
with  him.  Th^  N^}'be  s^id  nothing  in  reply,  but  only 
IP  uttered,  closing  his  teeth,  shpitan  afrits  that  devil 
or  tprp[ijgntilig  spirit. 

^  Those  friends  that  Mr.  Brqce  had  m^de  at  Maspjth, 
Sjeeing  the  Nay  he's  pbstiqagy  against  ijjs  departprei 
mowing  $ht  ©ruflty  of  ][)f^miEUf%  kdmsii^fmk 
traveller  to  abandon  all  thoughts  pf  Abyssinia;  as  ijj 
'  passing  through  Sarahar,  among  ^hp  mmy  barba^rous 
people  wlioii^  he  epinm^nded,  diffici||ties  would  mnU 
tiply  uppn  him  daily,  g^nd  either  by  apcid^ot,  or  ordff 
of  the  Nay  be,  he  and  his  attenda^its  would  be  smsly 
^t  off.  Mr.  Bruce,  however,  was  too  well  coovjnopd 
pf  the  enftharRssment  thajt  lay  b#Miid  hiin  if  Wt  %lon6 
with  the  Nay  be,  aiid  top  determined  upon  his  joiir*' 
ney,  to  hesitate  upon  going  forward.  Hq  evon  flattered 

^m^ll  that  H^^io^k  ofiir^is^fi^^  upmvm$  Iheir 


us  fait  am  Mr.  filracd. 


going,  was  by  this  time  ejcbadst^d ;  itid  that  the  mdt> 
row  would  see  them  iti  tM  op&tk^Uit  Uri 
ther  tyr^tiny  and  cotttroul.  V' 

On  tb^  Idth,  early  in  the  tnorning,  Mr.  Bructt 

to  show  that  he  Was  det^^fiiinigd  to  stdy  iiO  loftgfer.  At 
^}gbt  o'clock  he  wdflt  tu  the  Nayb6,  and  fo^tjd  hittl 
t\tiim  aloile,  Wheti  l^teCTMtti  iti  a  hs^htief  ^tf  i 
for  him,  might  have  passed  for  civil.  He  began,  With 
a  eOilSid^rable  degfe^  5f  eloquence,  Oif  fluency  of 
speetib,  tt  loh^  enuthefatiOH  of  tb^  dtffldultl^s  Of  thfeir 
^mtnef,  the  tiyf^ty,  pfeldVprdibs^,  nldUHt&iiis,  and  wbods, 
they  W^re  to  pass,  the  tltiti»b6i-  of  Wild  htMs  eVer]^ 


Ihftt  inWIl^tt  Ihosi^  pliegfi  ilf#  ttfoii  wM^>^ 
said,  Wefe  ludkily  undi^t  his  commaod,  and  he  would 
fe<;oit)iiiend  to  them  to  do  theM  all  mann^t-  of  gbod 
dfiRdes.  fitftd^tilailded  tWo  of  hi$  seci-etarii^^  to  WHte 
the  {n-OfFet  letters,  atld  then  ordered  them  coffee. 

Ih  the  tiAenn  time  came'  in  a  servant  (ip^^i'ed  With 
dihit,  tind  seemingly  fatigued,  as  havihg  arrived  iti 
biiste  ffOiii  afar.  The  Ni^ybe,  With  a  donsidef-abld 
show  Of  Ufieasiiiess  sttid  conftlsiOn,  opened  the  ItfttfeM^ 
Which  Were  said  to  bring  intelligence  that  the  Hazor- 
U,  ShihO,  ^ind  TOfa,  the  thi-e«i^lifttjdti#  Witti  pUM^ 
that  p^n  of  Satnhat-  through  which  our  tfavellefs*  r64d 
Ud  to  DobaWa,  the  comtUon  pa^sagg  from  Mamah 
Id  TtgK^,  hkd  fev6ltet(,  driffeu  aWay  bis  feefvautS,  an4 
declared  themselves  independent.  Hef  theh,  aS  if  all 
Was  over,  ordtihed  hi.^  see'retarieS  to  stop  WfitiHg  j  and, 
Mhi^'dp  hi*  eyeS,  began,  With  gfeat  seemihg  devo- 
tion, to  thank  God  Mi*;  BrUde  Were  dot  dt^aify  oft 
his  jout-hgy ;  fot,  idttocent  as  he  was,  vehen  our  travel- 
lers should  have  b^en  cut  off,  the  faUlt  would  haV6 
h^eh  iuiputed  to  him.  Angry  Ai  Mr.  Btiice  Wa^^lt 
tiO  bdl'efaded  a  farce,  he  could  tiot  help  bursting  out 
into  a  violent  fit  of  loud  laughter  j  when  the  Nayb^ 
put  oli  the  seV^fesit  ^ttntenieliti^rai^  dils^  i#  k;HoMr 
tbd  rf  ft^do  of  hi*^  l^ghing  at  ^ach  a  kmeK  ^'  m^ 


where  to  be  fdund :  as  al^o  the  wild 
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Mr:  Btuc^s  determinattou  to  leave  Masuah. 

now  two  months^  (answered  Mr*  Bruce,)  since  you 
have  been  throwing  various  objections  in  my  w^y. 
Can  you  wonder  that  I  do  not  give  into  so  gross,  an 
imposition?  Tfiis  t&me  morning  before  1  struck  my 
tentp  in  presence  of  your  nephew  Achmet,  I  s^poke 
with  two  Shiho  just  arrived  from  Samhar,  who 
brought  letters  to  Achmet,  which  said'^  all  was  in 
ip^ce.  Have  fot$  UW(^itmM§mt^^  Ifaaik  lha%#  thf^ 
morning?'* 

He  was  for  some  time  without  speaking ;  then  said,^ 
If  y€tt  are  weary  of  living,  you  are  ^elaeittl^  ixi  go ; 
but  I  will  do  my  duty  in  warning  those  that  are  along 
with  you  of  their  and  your  danger,  that,  when  the  mis- 
ehlef  happens^  it  may  not  be  imputed  to  mei.^*  '  No 
number  of  naked  Shiho,  (said  Mr#  Brue%)  unless  in* 
structed  by  you,  can  ever  be  found  on  our  Voad,  that 
will  venture  to  attack  us.  The  Shiho  have  no  fire- 
arms; but  if  you  have  #feJit  OJfi^tirpose  some  of  your 
soldiers  that  have  fire  arms,  these  will  discover  by 
what  authority  they  come.  For  our  part,  we  can- 
not %j  we  tieither  kndw  the:a>tititr^^^^  language, 
MM  the  watering-places,  and  we  shall  not  attempt  it. 
We  have  plenty  of  difierent  sorts  of  fire-arms,  and 
your  ^feirvat^^^^^  hk¥e  6ftett  «6eri  at  Masuah  that  we  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  use  of  them.  We,  it  is  true,  may 
lose  pur  lives;  that  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty: 
liufc  wiBi  sliall  trot  fall  leiate  enough  on  the  spot,  to 
give  sufficient  indicatimdbihi^ King  and  Bft^Mi^atlj 
who  it  was  that  were  our  assassins." 

Mr.  Bruce  then  rose  very  abruptly  to  away.  It 
is  impossible  to  give  any  one,  iiot  ^titsi'ers^ht  ivfth 
these  people,  any  conception  what  perfect  masters  the 
most  clownish  and  beastly  among  them  ar^  of  dissi- 
iildfoiion.  The  couiit^itide  M  tijie  ICayhe  now 
changed  in  a  moment.  In  his  turn  he  burst  out  into 
a  loud  fit  pf  la^ugbter,  which  surprised  our  traveller 
fiiU  as  miidh  «S  ItlSr  some  time  before,  had  surprised 
the  Naybe.  Every  feature  of  his  treacherous  count^w 
^  mnm  was  altered  md  softened  iiitp  complacency  j 


llt*?3|Si^  JN  ABYSSINIA;      ,        .  1,0 
Great  height  i^fihW  ntduhtaiAl  bFAhysstniiti 

and  he,  for  the  first  time,  bore  the  appearance  of  a 
fiiMi  th^tiii^bify^^ld;  tItat  iM  wM«  waij  only  « 
pretence  to  detain  Mr.  Bruce,  that  he  might  if  possi- 
ble cure  his  nephew  Achmet,  and  his  uncle  Emir  Ma- 
honteli  ^^  Bttt  since  you  are  resolved  to  go,  be  not 
•  afraid.  The  roads  are  safe  enough.  X  wiU  give  you 
a  person  to  conduct  you,  who  will  carry  you  in  safety, 
even  if  there  was  danger  j  only  go  and  prepare  such 
remedies  as  may  be  proper  for  the  Emir,  and  lesi^ve 
them  with  my  nephew  Achmet,  while  I  finish  my 
letters.'*  This  our  traveller  willingly  consented  to 
jdo,  and  on  his  retarn  h6  fobitd  every  thing  ready. 

The  party  left  Arkeeko  on  the  15th,  taking  their 
road  southward,  alonj^  the  plain,  wjhich  is  not  here 
above  a  ttitte  bftidd,  add  €dir€f ^fl  witli  short  grass,  not- 
thing  different  from  ours  only  that"  the  blade  is  , 
broadier.    After  an  hour's  journey,  Mr.  Bruce  pitched 
his  tent  at  Laberhey,  near  a  pit  of  rain-water.  The 
mountains  of  Abyssinia  have  a  singular  aspect  from 
this  place,  as  they  appear  in  three  ridges.    Tlie  first 
is  of  no  considerable  height,  hut  full  of  gullies  and 
br&keil  ground,  thinly  nm^teA  W^tli  stabs  | 
second,  higher  and  steeper,  still  more  rugged  and 
bare  J  the  third  is  a  row  qf  isharpi  uneven-edged 
tontiBttittri  wMelir  wotrld  |#  coutttfeH  Wgh 
country  in  Europe.    Par  ^Wve  the  top  of  all,  imtm^. 
that  stupendous  mass,  the  mountain  of  Taranta,  pro- 
bably dttfebf  the  highest  in  the  world,  the  point  of 
which  is  buried  in  the  clouds,^  and  very  rarely  seen 
but  in  the  clearest  weather  j  at  other  times,  abandoned 
to  perpetual  mist  and  darkness,  the  seat  of  lightning, 
thunder,  and  of  ^rinu 

In  the  evening,  a  messenger  from  the  Naybe  found 
them  at  their  tent  at  Laberhey^  and  carried  away  their 
gutdte  Satoonse.  It  was  n&t  till  the  next  day  that  he 
appeared  again,  and  with  him  A<;hmet,  the  Naybe's 
nephew,  ^hp  made  Mr.  Bruce  deliver  to  him  the 
0  $f$imhMMh  which  had  been  pro- 
|^;tafeja|ilt^f^^  Im  trdubiev  and  igfeaWged  four 
'      V  "  .of 


of  the  rtlen  whotrt  the  Nay  be  had  furnished  for  hife 
td  Carry  the  baggage,  putting  fddr  ot)i£^  111  tlt^tr 
l^lsce.  H&  then  went  into  the  tenty  called  fdf  ddffeid, 
and  while  dfinkihg  it  said,  "You  ai^e  stuffidlently 
persuaded  that  I  am  your  friend;  if  you  are  not,  it 
is  tm  foitKHow  to  @flll)^laa&  yod;  it  il  necessary, 
hotit^eve^,  td  ejtplain  the  r^ftsods  of  what  ydd  See.  Ydii 
Hre  ddt  td  go  to  Ddbat* wa«  though  it  is  the  be^t  fdsld, 
itm  beidg  prefei'liMtt  W  the  et«%^.  tm 
be  apt- to  ctirse  iwe  Vi'hen  yOu  are  toiling  and  5<weatirtg 
ih  descfending  Taradta,  the  highest  moulttain  in  AbVsSi- 
nta,  find  dtt  this  kdcdcttil  wewthy  df  ydrif  tidtitk  Ydti 

theft  to  c6Hsider^  if  the  fatigtte  of  body  ^Otf  then 
Suffer  id  that  piissage  is  not  ov^r'piiid  by  the  absolt^e 
safety  you  will  find  ydufsel^^s  in*  DobarWfe  beidtigs  fo 
ifa#  Ki^b«,  tind  1  catltiot  aiidwei<  fdt  the  et-dei*^  he  nti^iy 
bfliV^  given.  I  have  WPittett  td  ttiy  officferS  thei*fe  *  Ih^y 
#ili  beh&f&  the  bett^f  to  you  fdr  thiii ;  and.  Us  yoii  Ate 
mmigtM  mhmti  the  be«t  t  mndti  for  ^dtftt  toi^il 

b^  a  rugged  road,  and  a  safe  dde." 
Aehtiiet  £lgaia  gave,  bis  ardm  to  ^aldova^^  and, 
•they  all  rising*  Md  tkib  MMif  i»t  prayet  of  pmdi  ; 
which  being  dVef,  Adhiiset's  servant  gave  him  a  naf- 

web  of  tnuslftii  vi^hich^  witti  hia»  ftwn  h^ndiS,.  he* 
Mrrapped  fduiid  Mt\  BNce's  hmd  Itt  the  mMmft^ 
hmet  Sort  df  Mahd&etafls  wear  it  at  DiMn.  He 
tb€5n  parted,  saying,  "  H#  that'isyouf  enetti^  is  tMifie 
also  i  yeu  shall  hear  of  ffie  by  Mtthdfhet  Gibberti." 

This  fittIsM  a  series  tCtr^tible  atid  texatidttf  t^f 
td  sfty  dangifef,  fettp^hidi'  to  atiy  thing  Mr.  B<-Uci^  e*^r 
befofe  had  experienced,  arid  df  Which  the  bafti  recital 
will  gtV&  bat  an  impei^iit  idea.  fheSe  wfetdhdS  pdi- 
sess  talents  for  lorffiedtitlg  and  alarming,  fai*  bti^ond 
the  power  of  belief  j  andt  b^  laying^  4  trtie  sk^t^h  6f 
th^ftf  be^r#  ti  tiraf€ftf«r,  Uti  tmhht  Sm  hlM  th^  tllt^t 
frealset'viciili 

On  the  I6th,  in  the  evening,  they  left  Laberhey  ; 
and,  after  continuing  about  an  hotir  alottg  the  plaid, 


Habbesh-^Harahara. 

gravelly,  and  they  then  entered  into  n  wm^  pf  acsi#iii 
trpes  of  considerable  size. 

Qf\  the  17th,  thp  tnsivallers  pursued  their  course 
along  the  same  plain  ;  jtbe  b§d  of  ^  tprrenlt  was  jtbeir 
:66ly  road,  which  kept  winding  among  i^outjitaiQ^  of 
no  great  height,  but  bare,  stopy,  and  full  of  terrible 
precipices;  though  jts  h^nks  were  covered  with  rack*^  - 
tr#e#9  i^np^tin,  and  tamarinds.  Gr^af;  numh^r^  of  Bhiho 
were  this  day  mat  descending  ^yith  their  fapijjiqs  ^and 
flocks  from  th#  top^  0f  hjgh  snountje^ins  of  Habbe^b 
tp  the  plfTtt*  neat  the  $6a.  Thls  changp  of  residence 
gives  theip  a  propensity  to  violence  sind  thieving;  and 
it  is  a  common  saying  in  Abyssinia :  3^ware  of  men 
that  drink  two  wat^ff|*Win  whi^h  iinputatioo  th/ese 
and  |t{i  till?  other  pastoral  ffir&es  are  inplud^d.  The 
Shiho  were  once  very  num^rpu^,  hot  h^ve  hem  thinned 
by  the  ravages  of  tho  srnall  po?f ,  v  They  are  the  bl^ak^  « 
est  of  the  tribes  bord^ittg  1^ 
\year  olothing ;  the  women  having  cpar?^  cotton  shifts 
reaching  diown  to  their  janol^s^  gi^t  about  the  Kjnidjdlie 
with  a  ieafb^i'  Ni^jlSki^^  this  m^o  §bort  motion  br^#ea 
coming  no  lower  than  the  middlp  of  the  thighs,  and  a 
goat's  skin  across  their  ^hould^ni-  JJach  of  th#fl^  had 
a  lance  in  his  hand,  aod  a  knife  \n  jhi^  girdle  which 
^pt  up  the  breeches,  Qf^h^y  %m94mih^r  tentsf  nor 
cottages,  but  live  either  in  caves  in  the  mountains,  under 
t^mh  or  in  small  popical  huts  i>«ilt  with  a  thick  grass, 
ir#$eH)bling  re#df« 

^.t  five  in  the  evening  the  teot  was  pitched  at  {iaw^ 
hawoaon  op  tl?e  side  jpf  a  is«:]ialj  gre^n  hill  some  hwn^ 
d|#  y»rdf  fitipi  the  tied  of  th[f  t^rtnt,  which,  though 
before  4ry,  was  sudtleply  compjetoly  filled  by  a  thun^ 
der-^torm  an  the  -niountains*  ^aI{)han)  is  a  moun-f^ 
tain  of  black  stones,  alippst  calcined  by  the  Violent 
h^^^t  of  the  sun.  It  beU>ngs  to.  the  tribe  of  Hazorta, 
who,  th^^&'l  neighhovirs  of  the  Shiho,  are  of  a  ^!op- 
per  colour,  and  live  in  constant  defiance  of  the  N^tybe. 
4U  their  substance  is  cattle,  h»t  they  kill  none  of 
th^oii  li¥in^.  «nt»#  W&f^  mUki  they  dwell  either  in 
-  '  caves 
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caves  or  cabins  just  large  enough  to  holdttwo  personSf 

of  women  have  copper  bracelets  upon  their  arms, 
beads  in  their  hair^  and  a  tanned  hide  wrapt  about 
their  shduld^rs.^  $t 

On  the  18th,  at  half- past  five  in  the  morning',  the 
party  Itjft  their  station  at  Hamhammon.  Foivsoiiie 
tmi^  tfldf  t^d  la^^^^^  a  plairi  tio  thfefei^et^^ 

acacia  trees,  that  their  hands  and  faceis  were  all  torn 
and  bloody  with  the  strokes  of  their  thorny  branches. 
Mt  half-past  Seven,  they  eai^ie  to  the  mouth  of  a  nar- 
Irdiy  «aHeyi. through  which  a  stream  of  water  ran  very 
swiftly  over  a  bed  of  pebbles.  It  was  the  first  clear 
water  they  had  seen,  since  they  left  Syria,  and  gave 
Ihem  unspeakable  pks^ii^re,  It-^lis  in  taste  excelleiitM 
The  shade  of  the  tamarind  tree,  and  the  coolness  of 
the  air,  invited  them  to  rest  on  this  delightful  spot, 
thiough  otherwise,  perhaps^,  it  was  fli^t  exftttly  mn^fem- 
able  to  the  rules  of  prudence,  as -they  saw  several  huts 
and  families  of  the  Ha^orta  along  %he  side  of  the 
stream,  with  '^eir  floeks  feeding  on  the  branches  of 
tfaes  and  bushes,  entirely  neglectful  of  the  grass  #ke3f^ 
were  treading  under  foot.  The  caper  tree  here  grows 
as  high  as  the  tallest  English  Elm ;  its  flower  is  white, 
and  its  fmit^  thmigh  iidl  r^^^  wmfiifly  atlarg^ 
apricot. 

On  the  19th,  they  continued  their  journey,  thfei^ 
roitJ  jiitll  windings  betW€^eft  mdtriQLt^m^  In  th1^  b#di  6f 
torrent  of  a  river,  bordered  on  each  side  with  rack 
and  sycamore  trees  of  a  good  size.  At  half<-past  eight 
#cIock,  they  encamped  at  a  place  called  TabbOf 
where  the  mountains  are  very  steep,  and  broken  very 
abruptly  into  cliffs  and  precipices.  Tubbo  was  by 
macn  the  mt>st  agreeable  station  they  had  seen  ;  the 
trees  were  thick,  full  of  leaves,  and  g  aM  them  abun- 
dance of  very  dark  shade.  There  was  a  number  of 
many  different  kinds  so  closely  planted,  that  they 
sfe0Qi^4  to  b^  inten^i&a  f#r  ^alttr^t  atr&Bttrs;  Every 
tre#w«isMl  of  birdai  vari^^fed  with  art  infinity  of 

colours 
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coloors,  bttt  destitute  of  song^ ;  ^hers^  of  a  more 
faoiiifilf  u^d  tmm  Euro{>ean  appearaiiee»  diverted 
them  with  a  variety  of  mid  noteij^^,  in  a  style  of  mu^c 
siill  distinct  and  peculiar  to  Africa,  ns  different  in  tlie 
compo^lt^  Bom  i^r  limmt  and  goldfin«li»  m  0(ir 
EttgVi^  lanffdag'e  is  to  that  of  Aby«sinitt.  Yet^  frorti 
very  aitenttve  and  frequent  observation,  Mr.  firnce 
iMd'  that  sky4^tk  If  ^stiati  ^uiig^  imme 
notes  as  in  Englafid.     It  was  observable,  that  the 

rtest  part  of  the  beautifnl  painted  birds  were 
jay  or  magpie  kind.    Nature  seemed,  by 
fineness  of  their  dress^  to  have  marked  them  for  ch|t^ 
dren  of  noise  and  impertinence,  but  never  to  hsiVf! 
intended  them  for  pkas^ire  or  meditation/^ 

Oil  tile  20th,  they  beg*an  ^tii^^  the  Mk,  or 
eminenee^^  which  serve  as  the  roots  or  skirts  of  the 
^reat  mountain  Taranta.  The.road  was  on  ie^cb  side 
bord^r^  ^tb  nabea^  or  jujeb  itmn  of  greUt  b^atity, 
and  i^ycamores  perfectly  def^rivc^d  of  tlieir  verdure  and 
branobes^.  The  cocintry  heJre  is  every  where  deprived 
?b»f  liti^  sb^idbjiw^  enjoy  from  these  &m  trees,  by  the 
berbaroos  «M*es  of  the  Hazorta.  I'feey  found  every 
where  inim<^ns«  flocks  of  anijelopesi,  a^al^o  partridges 
«f  a  sniali  kind,  tbat  wiUing^y  took  r^fnge  «»p«iA  trees  : 
ifiither  ef  these ^^mi^d  'to  i^0fimdi#  i^  m 
enemies.  The  antelopes  let  tJiPem  pas8  throng  their 
flocks,  only  moving  to  the  rigbt  or  to  the  left,  or 
standoHTg  gkill  gating  crpon  tbem  till  they  pasft94 
But,  as  they  were  then  on  the  cowfiues  of  Tigr^,  or 
ratiiier  ?)n  the  territory  of  the  Bahama g»sh,  and  as 
tSiiearta^  in  motion  every  where  removing 
towards  the  coast,  far  from  the  dominions  of  the 
Abysainians,  to  which  they  were  going,  a  friend  of 
their  own  tribe,  who'  had  joined  our  travellers  for 
mfmy^  knowing  Imw  little-  iimt  was  lo  be  p^  4ii  his 
countrymen  when  moving  in  this  contra«7  dkection, 
advised  them  by  no  means  to  iiire«  or  give  any  unoe- 
immt^  liidicatkm  &i  spot  wlm^  ilmf  Wk^^  Sll 
they  gained^the nvoiitilaiQ  #  lPaya4)t^^  0k  t^i^^ 
which  *tiey  halted^  ^ 


They  ascenidtlte  i^i^anf^^i^M  ^t^4^^^ 

In  the  afternoon  they  began  to  ascend  the  moun- 
teiii, 'through  4a  idftds^  rocky,  uneven  road,  if  llf 
deserve  the  name,  not  only  from  its  incredible  steep- 
nesSj  but  from  the  liarge  holes  and  gullies  made  by 
#0  tefffetits,  and  the  huge  fragtiieiits  of  rocliLs,  #htch, 
loosened  by  the  water,  had  been  tumbled  down  into 
their  way.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  they  could 
Gfeep  up,  eddh  iBan  carrying  his  knapsadt  land  arniisi}. 
but  it  seemed  be3/ond  the  possibility  of  human  strength 
to  carry  their  baggage  and  instruments.  Their  tent, 
tn^japd  by  ita  fiil]^j^JI^]|it  the  teles 

-time*^y&0|f^^  and  quadrant,  W^pfe  be  treated  in  a 
more  deliberate  and  tender  manner.  The  quadrant 
had  hitherto  been  carried  by  eight  men,  four  to  relieve 
each  other;  btit these  were  ready  to  give  up  the  un- 
dertaking upon  trial  of  the  first  few  hundred  yards. 
A  number  of  exp^dients^  such  as  trailing  it  on  the 
groand,'(all  equally  tatitl  tdthe^  were  pro- 

posed.  At  last  as  Mr.  Bruce  was  incomparably  the 
strongest  in  the  company,  as  well  as  the  most  inte-* 
^listed,  he,  and  a  stranger  Moor,  wtio  hMtbllb^ 
ih^iXHi  carried  the  head  of  it  for  about  400  yards  ovtr 
the  most  difficult  and  steepest  part  of  the  mountain, 
which  before  had  been  considered  as  impracticable  by 
all.  Yasine  was  the  name  of  this  Moor^  l^<i0*)in mend- 
ed to  Mr.  Bruce  by  Metical  Aga,  a  person  whom  he 
had  discovered  tQ  be  of  a  most  sagacious  turn  of  mind, 

guished  for  all  these  qualities  than  in  the  hour  of  im- 
niinenl^  danger^  at  other  times  remarkable  for  quiet- 
fifei^  srii^  mtfict^  atid  a  cohiititnt  Mucfy  df  his  Ko^ 
ran. 

The  inst|:ument$  and  baggage  were,  with  infinity 
toil,  carried  rt^f  half  way  up  the  terrible  mountatti 
of  Taranla*  The  next  task,  which  sfribi  to  bring  up 
the  five  (  asses  belonging  to  the  company,  proved,  if 
any  thing,  still  more  troublesome.  Their  loads  hav- 
ing being  taken  off*  the  aninoials  were  laft  tir:fe#^ drtVtli 
up  by  one  of  the  attendants  ;  but  these  perverse  crea- 
tures not  only  ran  back  down  the  hilly  but  continued 
^  at 


sad  enter  a  yiliag^^  named  Halai,  Seated  at  ks  top. 

at  a  brisk  ttot  to  return  by  the  way  th^ey  bad  com^^ 

overtook  the  fugitives  ;  but  on  their  way  black/  the 
byasnaSjHttracted  from  their  retreatjs^  atnong  the  bnshes» 
followed  thetn  step  by  step,  and  fheit*  numbersi  kept' 
continually  increasing ;  so  that  the  men,  armed  only 
with  lan<?es,  began  to  be  as  much  afraid  for  themserves 
as  for  the  assies.  At  length  the  ravenous  beasts  be- 
came m  bold,  that  m%  #f  them  isd^dl  ^Ud  pulled 
down  an  ass,  and  a  general  engagement  with  the 
hysenas  was  about  to  ensue,  when  the 'man  who  car- 
i^i^d  th^  Ihrdddk  discharged  tt  trn^nf^  #jim|^  and 
caused  them  all  to  run  off,  to  the  great  siatkif^et^^  Orf 
the  stsses  and  their .  drivers^ 

li  1^^%^  fourtd  Ttiipo^isibie  to  piteh  the  tents,  from 
escii^e  weariness^  occasioned  by  the  exertions  they 
had  made.  ,  But  there  was  another  reason  also ;  for 
there  was  not  earth  enough  on  the  bare  sides  of  Ta- 
ranta  idd  b©li  imt  %  tent-pin  :  there  were,  how^fe^i^^ 
numerous  caves  near  them,  and  throughout  the  moun- 
tain, which  had  served  for  houses  to  the  old  inhabi- 
tants; at^  ifi  tbeftB  Ifey^^l^^^  not  ititidn- 
venient,  place  of  repose  the  n%ht  of  tbe  '^Oth  of  No- 
veraberv...  >  ,  -  i 

0n  tTife  21st,  at  half-pA$t  d^  in  thfe  morning,  Mr. 
Bruce  having  encouraged  his  company  with  good 
words^  increase  of  wages,  and  hopes  of  reward,  they, 
began  to  encounter  the  other  half  of  the  mountain.^ 
His  baggage  now  moved  mtlteh  more  brisitljr  ihUD  tlr^ 
preceding  day.    The  upper  part  of  the  mountain  was 
indeed  steeper,  more  craggy,  rugged,  and  slipper^y 
than  the  lower,  and  impeded  dl^oi^i'WiCh  iifiSe^;^^^^^ 
not  embarrassed  so  much  with  large  stones  and  fioles.^ 
Their  knees  and  hands,  hovvever,  were  cut  to  pieces-; 
by  frequ^tfalfe^^  torn  by  the  ilitiltitiiidt^ 

of  thorny  bushes.    At  last  they^gained  the  top  of  thei 
mountain  upon  which  is  situated 'a  small  village  called 
fiftlai  the  ifiri^t  they  had  seen  siiii^^  they  left  Masuab, 
If  it  «lti#|  ItiMt^^  %  poor  sel^fiijMrai^ 

%    X2  ]«»^tit|p 
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Description  of  the  country  and  people  on  the  top  of  Taranta. 

ktei^ng  flcwck*  of  mm  of  8ubstarice,  *1ivirig^  in  the 
town  of  BiNa*^^^  * 

Tbe^  (ll^ifi  4m  titfe  top  of  the  mountain  of  Taranta 
was,  in  many  places  sown  with  wheat,  which  was  then 
ready  to  be  cut  down,  though  the  harvest  was  not  yet 
begun.  The  grain  was  yolean,  and  of  good  colour^ 
but  inferior  in  size  to  that  of  Egypt.  It  did  not,  how- 
ever, grow  thick  )  nor  was  the  stalk  above  fourteen 
tn^ebes  hif  h^  Tbd  W«tei^  Is  very  bail  tm  the  top  of 
Taranta,  being  only  what  remains  of  the  right  in  the 
hoUows  of  the  rock,  and  in  pits  prepared  for  it.  Being 
very  tired,  ottr  ti^av^Hers  pitchea  thetir  terit  ort  tbe  top 
of  the  mountain.  The  night  was  remarkably  cold,- 
at  least  appeared  §o  to  them,  whose  pores  were  open- 
ed by  the  excessive  hea|  j^f  Masuah.  iPbe  d(6w  began 
^  fell  strongly,  and  etttitj|fsr^4  so  till  au  hour  alter 
sunset,  though  the  sky  wtm  peffeetly  cleai>  ai>d 
smal iest  »tars  disce  rni  ble. 

people  inhabiting  this  mountain  and  its  envi- 
rons are  not  black,  but  of  a  yellowish  dark  com-^ 
|)lexton«  Their  hair  is  short  and  curled ;  but  the 
mti  k  ftrttfieiail.  *Phey  wear  sandafe  on  fhe^irlfeeti  k 
goat-skin  on  their  shoulders,  and  a  cotton  cloth  about 
their  middle.  Abundance  gf  beautifMl  ca^ttle  feed 
Oh  iSm  tilroimlain..  The  cows  for  the  most  part, 
CMnpletely  white^  with  large  dewlaps  hangings  to 
their  knees,  long  silken  hair,  and  wide  horns  like 
those  q£  our  Lincolnshire  breed  of  black  cattle.  The 
slieei^^re  large  and  uniformly  black  i  wiih  gr^lh^l^ 
short  ears,  and  hair,  instead  af  wool. 

Here  Mr.  Brace  killed  a  targe  eagle,  about  six 
f©^  inched  from  wing^  wmg.  If  seetfttNi  very 
tame  till  shot.  The  ball  having  wounded  it  but 
slightly  I  when  on  the  ground  it  could  not  ,be  pre- 
v#ttii4w  fron*  Mto^  Wen  of  bea^t  nerii^ft  wtllif 

great  force  and  fiercjeness,  so  that  Mr.  Bruce  was 
obliged  to  slab  it  with  a  bayonet.  It  was  of  a  dirty 
wii^5>  onJy  tlp^  h0s4  W>d  upper  part  of  iU  «^mg» 


The  travellers  descend  the  motintein;  and  arrive  at  Dixan. 

On  the  raorning  of  the.2^d,  they  left  their  station  on 
the  top  of  Taranta^  and  soon  after  begaii  to  descectd 
00  the  side  of  Tigre,  through  a  Itf^lip^ffi  and  uneven 
road.    After  this  they  began,  to  mount  a  small  hill^  , 
from  which  they  had  a  distinct  view  of  Dixan.  They 
pilch^d  €ke)^  li^fe  tmt  sd^^  ti^ft^&by  ground  for ^t^ 
sake  of  water,  at  three  quarters  past  ten;  but  it  wa$ 
very  bad,  having  been  for  ^several  weeks  stagnaot. 
,  1!hey  mJW  hilfe  the  people  busy  at  Iheit  ilte^ 
others,  who  had  finished  theirs,  were  treading  it  out 
with  cows  m4  h^Uock^^    They  make  no  use  of  thair 
straw ;  $6m«tl^l^d  they  burn  it,  aod  i^ni^l^iiies  leiveit « 
on  the  spot  to  rot.  *  - 

At  half  an  hour  after  four  in  the  afternoon,  they 
came  to  Dixan.  As  Halai  was  the  Brst  village,  so 
llfifl^mi^Sri^t  town  in  Abyssinia,  on  the  side  of  Ta^ 
ranta.  Dixan  is  built  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  perfectly 
in  form  of  a  sagar  loaf)  a  deep  valley  surrounds  it 
evdiry  Mka  ft  tren^h^  Etod  the  toiid  #ind^ 
up  the  hill  till  it  ends  among  the  houses.  This  plstee 
was  taken  after  an  obstinate  defencoi.  by  Michael 
S^ul,  governor  of  Tigr^  during  the  reign  df  ^l^a^a 
II,  when  it  was  mostly  inhabited  by  Mabonietanii,  , 
and  secretly  supported  by  the  Nay  be  of  Masuab. 
The  inhabitants  were  exterminated,  and  Michael  then 
faeisied  it  to  the  Nay  be,  by  whom  it  was  vepeopifiditf. 
Tt.coctsists  of  a  high  and  low  town,  divided  fromt 
e«ch  other  by  a  eonsfiderable  spaee.  The  lower  was 
inKiibited  by  Chrisians  as  they  called  tkemsdres,  aiid 
the  upper  by  the  party  of  the  Nay  be.  SalocMiie,  Mr. 
BruceV  guidie,  was  thfe  son  o(  the  governor  for  the 
latter.  Acbmet  was  the  pertdtt  ilt  wb»^ 
in  the  low  town  had  confided;  and  the  Chrlstiaa 
cbi«f  W9.S  ^  dleptadfiint  on  Janni,  the  %eek  frii^nd  of 
Btam  mi^Si^m^.  unil  li#  thi^  4iii^i<ni  cif 
all  the  custom«<kifffiei  m  Tigri^  and  oi  that  at  Dixai» 
among  the  rasU        ^  ^  '^  ^  v. 

Our  travellers^  haggage  had  passed  the  trench,  and 
M  J#|b^d  tb#  io«  1^ 
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conducted  Mr.  Bruce,  under  pretence  of  getting  a 
speedy  shelter  from  the  heat;  but  he  overacted  his 
part ;  and  who  spoke  Greek,  giving 

Mr.  Bruce  a  hint  to  go  no  farther,  he  turned  short 
towards  the  castom-house,  and  sat  down  with  his  fire- 
lock  upon  a  iftona^^t  the  d^or;^  The  baggage  quicl^ty 
followed,  and  all  was  put  safe  in  a  kind  of  a'coai'l 
enclosed  with  a  sufficient  stone  wall,  ?  :  ^ 
It  was  not  long  before  Hagi  AbdeltAdbr,  Achtnet^s 
friend,  came  to  him,  inviting  Mr.  Bruce  civilly  to 

.  his  housei  and  declaring  to  him  the  friendly  orders  he 
had  received  from  Achmet  concerning  him  j  bringing 
along  with  him  also  a  goat,  some  butter^^jGid  honey^ 
Mr.  Bruce  excused  himself  from  leaving  Janni's 
friend,  the  Christian,  where  he  had  first  alighted; 
but  he  rMdtnli[imded  to  him  Yasine,  who  had  begun 
to  show  great  attachment  to  Mr.  Bruce.  In  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  came  Saloome  with  about  twenty 
rifien^  End  demanfed  6ui?  tm^^  in  the  imiiit?-^f 
the  Nay  be,  as  his  strangers:  he  said  they  owed  him 
money  for  conducting  them,  and  likewise  for  the 
€^stdm*^hoii^e  dt^  Iii  a  mmn'^f  fi#ar  -^t  fiuudr^iit 
men  were  assembled  round  Hagi  Abdelcader,  all 
with  shields  apd  l^i}ce%  %nd  Mi'.  Bruce  expected  t^ 
nm  a  fray  of  the-  most  sendos  kind.  But  Abdelcader^ 
with  a  switch  in  his  hand,  went  gravely  up  to  Sa- 
loome; and,  after  chiding  his  party  with,  great  ^titho* 
rity,  held  up  his  stick  twice  over  Saloome^s  head,  as 
if  to  Mdk^liiki;  then  ordered  him,  if  he  h^  any  de- 
mands, to  come  to  him  in  the  evening;  upon  which 
both  parties  dispersed,  and  left  them  in  peace.  The 
matter  wa^  setfled  in  Ihe  eveti^itigw^^  Babddie  in  an 
amicable  manner. 

The  town  of  Dixan  consists  of  Moors  and  Chris- 
tianSy  and  is  very :  well  peopled ;  yet  the  only  tra^e^ 

'  of  either  of  these  sects  is  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
that  of  selling  children.    The  Christians  bring  such' 
as  they  have  stolen  in  Abyssinia  to  Dixan  as  to  a  sure  ^ 
d®^«l»it|  |iiid:|iui  M<^r«  rte^^^^^  carrf 

them 
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infamous  traffic  carried  on  at  Dixan. 

thein  to  4  cei'tfti^  Market  at  Masuah,  whence  tlifey  lire 
sent  over  to  Arabia  or  India.  The  priests  of  the  pro-' 
vince  of  Tigr^^  especially  thpse  near  the  rock  Demo, 
,are  openly  (Concerned  in  tp4  itl^moa^^^^^  and 
some  of  these  have  be^ti  llc^niie^  hy  Michael  to  carry 
it  on  as  a  fair  trade,  upon  paying  so  many  firelocks 
for  each  dozen  or  score  of  slaves,  Nothing*  can  elu- 
l^idate  thil  footing  upon  which  this  trade  stands  better 
than  a  transaction,  which  happened  whije  Mr.  Bruce 
was  in  Ethiopia,  and  which  reached  Gondar  by  way 
nf  complaint  frotfl  Mamjalt,  ikni  ^as  told  by  Michael 
himself. 

Two  priests  of  Tigre  had  been  long  intimate  friends., 
^hBy  dwelt  near  the  rock  Damo,  The  youngest  was 
ttkafriedy  and  had  two  tjhildren,  both^ons  ;  tJie  other 
was  old,  and  bad  none.  The  old  one  reproved  his 
friend  one  day  for  keeping  his  children  at  hoipe  idle, 
^aind  not  putting  i them  to  some  profesmon  by  which 
they  might  gain  their  bread.  The  married  priest 
pleaded  his  poverty,  and  his  want  of  relations  that 
could  mmt  him  t  an  whidtt  the  oVd  pri^s(t  iblPel^#i& 
place  his  eldest  son  with  a  rich  friend  of  his  own, 
\who  had  no  children,  and  where  he  should  want  for 
nothing.  The  proposal  was  accepted,  and  the  young 
lad,  about  ten  years  of  age,  was  delivered  by  his 
father  to  the  old  priest,  to  carry  him  to  his  friend, 
who  sent  the  boy  to  Dixlm,  and  sold  him  there.  Upon 
ihe#Id  priest's  return,  after  giving  the  ^he^^^^ir|^ett« 
did  account  of  his  son's  reception,  treatment,  and 
prospects,  he  gave  him  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth,  as  a 
present  from  bis  son's  patron.  The  younger  child, 
about  eight  years  old,  hearing  the  good  fortune  of 
his  elder  brother,  became  so  importunate  to  be 
^ItoWfed  tor  g^^  and  ^Mf  hiin,  tltlilr  tN  paV«n^ 
obliged  to  humour  him,  and  consent.  But  the  old 
priest  had  a,  scruple,  saying,  he  would  not  take  the 
charge  of  so  young  a  b^y,  unless  his  mother:  went 
with  him.  This. being  settled,  the  old  priest  con- 
veyed them  to  the  market  at  IHxan,  where  he  sold 

both 
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?bc»tb  the  meftiier-ailif  tite  retn^ining^  ehiM.  R^tti^ti- 
ingf  to  the  father,  the  old  priest  told  him,  that 
wife  would  stay  only  so  lon^,  and  expected  he  wooW 
then  fetch  her  upon  a  certain  day,  which  was  nanied. 
'  IFbfe  day  being'  come,  the  two  prleitH  went  together 
to  see  the  happy  family ;  and,  o|)on  their  entering- 
Bixan,  it  was  found,  that  the  old  priest  had  sold  the 
ymtti^  onfe,  but  iiotto^th^^aliie  Moor  to  whom  hrhad 
sold  his  family.  Soon  after,  these  two  Moors  who 
had  bpuglit  the  Christians,  becoming  partners  fii 
the  irfeiittti^,  tlid  did  prfest  wa.^  to  r^&ceiVfe  ifoi^^iifr. 
cloths,  that  is,  10/.  sterling,  for  the  husband,  wife, 
and  ehildr^n*  The  payment  of  the  mohey,  perhaps 
the  resetitlxient  tff  the  family  trep^inned,  and  tlie  ap- 
pearance of  equity  which  the  thing  itself  bore^  sttgw 
g^sted  to  the  Moorish  merchants  that  there  was  son«^ 
miore  profit,  and  not  more  risk,  if  they  carried  off  the 
«Mk  pdest  likewise.  But  as  he  had  come  to  Dixan, 
as  it  were  ander  public  faith,  in  a  trade  that  greatly 
interested  the  town,  they  were  afraid  to  attempt  any 
thing  agaiadt  bim  whi^^^  ^h*y  began  then  as 

it  were  to  repent  of  their  bargaiii,  from  a  pretefyded 
ap|H*ehension  that  tbej  n>ight  be  atoppfd  amf 
lioned  at  go^ag  out  0f  tdWhr*  1iiE)ti^ir  ne^^  eolcrl^  a«- 
company  them  to  some  small  distance ;  in  considera- 
tion irf  which,  they  would  give  him,  at  parting,  two 
pieces  of  doth  to  be  a*dded  to  the  other  forty,  which 
b»  mm  to  take  back  to  Tigre  with  him  upon  his  fre^ 
turn*  The  beginning  of  such  expeditions  is  in  the 
night.  When  all  were  asleep^  they  set  out  frOfii 
Dixan;  the  buyers,  the  seller^  tlid  the  family  soM| 
and,  being  arrived  near  the  mountain  where  the  way 
ifcorns  off  to  the  desert,  thie  whole  party  fell  epovi  the 
^  pri^t,  thi^^  Um  d^wbi  titi^  mmA  hiitA^  '^h^ 
niroman  innisted  that  she  might  be  allowed  to  cut,  or 
iear,  off  ihe  little  b^ard  he  hadi  in  order,  a^  she  sakt, 
to  make  hiiti  Idok  yrbungei*;  and  this  ilt  was 
.jre^koi^'  too  just  to  be  denied  her.  The  whole  five 
mme  thm  carried  %^  Masuabf  th^  woma#  an^  h^ 

two 


two^.cbffdreit  wem  MM  la  ATatiid  j  the  two  .prlejffi 
had  not  so  ready  a  market,  and  they  were  both  in.  the 
Naybe's  house  when  Mr.  Bruce  was  at  Mesuah,  though 
he  did  nottheil  knoir  it.  *Tfte  Haybe,  willing  to  ingra- 
tiate .himself  with  Ras  Michael  at  a  small  expenceyr 
wrpte  to  him  an  accoaitt  of  the  tc^ni^ai^tion ;  and  oflPer- 
ed,  as  they  were  priests,  to  restore  th^m  *t6  him.  Bat 
the  Ras  returned  for  answer  that  the  Naybe  should 
keep  them  to  be  his  chaplains;  as  he  hoped,  some  day,  he 
wojiild  be  converted  to  the  Christian  faith  himself;  if  not 
h^lfi^l^f  ^ead  t^^^  with  the  rest ;  they  would 

serve  to  be  carriers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water; 
and  that  there  stilj  remained  at  Damo.enougb  of  their 
kind  io  earfy  6fi  tha^  tr^ifo  wltt  Hikaii  and  M a^fth. 
This  story  Mr.  Bruce  heard  from  Ras  Michael  him- 
self, at  his  grand  daughter's  marriage,  when  he  was 
feasting,  and  in  great  spirits.  He,  and  all  the  conl^ 
pany,  Jaughed  .heartily  ;  and  although  there  were  in 
the/room  at  least  two  dozen  of  priests,  none  of  them 
seemed  to  take  thrs  incident  more  seriously  than  the 
rest  of  the  company.  From  this  we  may  g'll^at  tte 
truth. of, what  the  Catholic  writers  advance,  with  re- 
gard to.  the  respect  and  reverence  shown  to  the  priest- 
hood %  the  government  and  great  men  iii  Abyssinia. 
Dixan  is  in  lat.  14°  57'  65"  N.  and  long.  0fT  $O'' 
of  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.*    . .  /  ^ 

Oujr  traveilers  left ,Bixan  ton  the^^Sth  of  Novem- 
ber, descending  the  very  steep  hill  on  which  the  town 
is  situated.  Hagi  Abdelcader  had  sitteiided  them  to 
sotae^ distance  before  1^^^  left  them,  and  the  noted  Sa- 
ioome  came  likewise  to  dee  If  some  occasion  would 
offer  of  doing  them  further  mischief ;  but  the  king's 
servants,  now  upon  their  own  ground,  began  to  take 
upon  them  a  proper  consequence.  One  of  them  went 
to  meet  Saloome  at  the  bank  of  the  river ;  and,  making 
a  mark  on  the  ground  with  his  knife,  declared  that 
his  patience  was  quite  exbaused  by  what  he  hadjbeeti 
witness  to  at  Masuah  and  Dixan;  and  if  now  Sa- 
loomei  or  any  other  man  belonging  to  the  Naybe« 


offered  Co  pass  the  mark,  he  would  bind  thetn  hand  a^d 
foot,  a^d  carrjf  !iiin%^  place  where  he  ^hodd  fefe  1^ 
ti?ed  to  a  tree,  a  prey  to  the  lion  aiad  hysena;  Tliis^r 

returned ;  and  there  the  persecution  of  our  tr^'vtelier 
%  tfee  Naybe  ^nded.  fitit  it  mm  ^erf  ei^tlenfly  ff^tt 
Achmfet's  behaviour  and  diseourse,  had  they  i^oftie  bv 
Dobarwa,  which  was  the  it)ad  pro|>o$ed  hy  the  N^y^b^, 
llia^t  thdr  sftlf^  tiot  hav«^  ba^ii  as  y  et  Irilr 

^nished,  unless  they  had  ended  with  their  lives. 

Th^  retnained  uoder /a  fiae  spreading  >dat6o  trieie, 
mtm  m^  attd  a  MHii  d^Mten/  daniif  the  tiight  <^ 
the  25th  ;  a  memorable  statioti  to  Mr.  Bruce,  ais  th« 
first  where  he  recovered  a  portion  of  that  tranquillity 
of  mind  to  which  he  had  been  a  stranger  ever  sine* 
^18  arrival  at  Masuah.  Here  the  party,  was  jdnetl  by 
several  Moors,  with  about  twenty  loaded  asses,  and 
twoi  loaded  bulls.  Mr.  Bruce  called  the  w hob  party 
40gf6ther5*  K^commended  good  order,  and  de«it^ 
jevery  one  to  leave  him  who  would  not  agree  to  obe^ 
itnplicitl^  the  order  he  should  give  as  to  the  hoots 
%m  piftij#i  irf-  ^Bn^amping,  keeping  w^feh  at  tiigiit 
and  setting  out  in  the  morning.  He  appdnted  Ya^nfe 
judge  ofall  disputes  between  them  ^  antd  if  the  diiFeiv 
eiiee  i^hddid  be  betwaen  any  of  them  ftiil  Yasine, 
£hen  Mr.  Bruce's  determin^ition  was  to  lie  iliia-Ll*^  3^ 
these  arrangements  they  dl  cheerfully  emiseiited  j  on- 
which  they  rfepeated  the  fedtah,  and  swore  to  stattd  by 
€ach  other  to  the  last,  against  any  enemy^  be  his 
digion  what  it  mighi  %  ^iwm  they  shouM  b* 
tacked.  ^ 

On  the  26thi  m  mm  itt  Ihfe  «l«M*ttiftf  i  > 
their  most  pleasant  quarters  under  the  tree,  ^ud  »et 
forward  with  great  alacrity.  About  a  quarter  ef 
m\B  (mm  theilver  they  crossed  the  end  of  the  ftefB 
;Zarai.  ThQugh  this  is  but  three  miles  long,  ifid  onfe 
v^faere  broadest,  it  was  the  largest  plain  they  bod  se^ 
fiiiiife  their  passing  Taramta,  i  Whosfe  top  wa^  iow  ^ 
vered  wholly  with  large,  bkck,  and  very  heavy  cl^dii, 
$t0m  which  they  h«ardfi«qiient  pefkb  of  thundeiv  wd 
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saw  violent  streams  of  lightnio^.  This  |rfain  wa* 
sown  par^ixrUb  «rheat>  partly  wt^  Ittiiftir  d&ro  5  tti^ 
first  was  cut  down,  the  other  not  yet  pi[)e.-  Abdut 
half  after  eleiven,  they  encamped  under  a  mountain, 
0»»lbe  top  of  which  i»  a  ^illa^  e»n«d  Ha4^^, 
seat  of  the  Baharmagiasb.  This  officer  had  boug>^ 
the  little  district  which.' he  eouunanded  after  Mi«iMiel 
gfO¥*i<iio#  dr  fig*^  M  a«nexed  tos  fife  cillli 
province  what  he  pleased  of  the  old  domains,  aj^ 
iarme^  the  otfj^ev  jjart  to  the  Kay  be;  and  be  w>as  in 
iMMt  a  temtit  Hl^ifi^eil  tn  iaatch  over  the  latter, 
»Rd  to  staple  hiiA  inlo,  l»bed«^ee%  intercepting  his 
ppovfsioi98>  whenever  he  was  commanded  by  the  go- 
vigrafop  of  Tigr6.  TKe  BHltavnagash  visited  our  tra- 
veller in  his  tent,  and  was  the  fipst  Abyssinian  whom 
,  he  had  seen  on  horseback.  He  asked  Mr.  Bruce, 
wihether  he  had  ever  seen  Norses  before,  and  describ- 

th^tr  liiitatMet  t-n  such  a'  maitoev  'ai  tonld 
g»ven  no  distinct  ideas  of  their  character  to  a  person 
Hnacq^oainted  with  their  spemes.  A  goat  and  fiftf 
i^m  of  tfeff  Wead  were  ppoeiaVed  from  him.  For 
several  different  articles,  in  value  about  stevlingy 
Mr.  finice  bought  of  him  a  black  horse  that  pleased 
him.  Belt  when  the  hor^  was  to  he  delivered,  after 
^e  price  had  been  fHBd»  ^  Babarnagash  offered  in 
his  stead  an  old  brown  one,  bli«|l  of  an  eye.  Mr^ 
Brace  and  his  friends^  remofistDated ;  and  after  ' at* 
teuipting  in  vaiti  \ik  ptit  thftm  eSF  With  some  >|»itflal 
pretences  and  excuses',  the  seller  produced  the  blaok 
horse  for  which  aur  traveller  bad  bargained.  '  He 
eail^d  hlililillt^a^,  ancl  lut^  a  IrbmpanioaJt^l^ 

contributed  always  to  his  pleasure,  and -more  ^ii^ 
onee  to  his  safety,  and  was  of  considerable  use  in 
gvining  Mlii' Ibe  notice  of  ^  Abyssiman  monarch^ 
The  Baharnagiash  was  in  the,  ^.welt  pbased^wtth 
his  bai^ilfo  Mp.  Bnice  made  him  a  pr^ent,  abd  in 
the  sequel  did  him  soine  services  with  the  king  and 
9iu»  Michael.  His  character  was  stroa|^^  igkia^Eef) 
^th  9im|p&!^  and  bufiboneryi ;  bet  he  a  man  of 
,1  y2  '  great 


Hadawi — Barrftnda--i^!3miimbti9fl0.: ; 

great  pei*sonal  brayery,  and  afterwards  died  fightmg 
foi^     s6Yer<ei%tt,  ita  the  battle'  of  Serbra* os.  ^ *    v%  ^^^i  - 

On  the  27th  our  tf«vellers  left  Hadawi,  continuing 
their  jpurney  down  a  very  steep  and snarrow  path  be- 
twfeieit  ^iwo  stony  hiHs  ;  then  ascended  one  still  higher, 
upon  the  top  of  which  stands  the  laege  vUlage  ot'  Go- 
umbubba,  whence  they  had  a  prospect  over  a  con«> 
derable  plain  all  sown  with  the  different  grain  this 
country  produces  wheat,  barley,  teff,^and  tocustdj 
sin^jsim  (or  sesame)  and  nook  ;  the  last  is  used  for  oil. 
At  five*o' clock  in  the  afternoon  there  was  a  violent 
^lO^w^^  of  liailBt^e^^  Nothing  is  more  common  thari 
aggravation  about  the  size  of  hail ;  but  Mr.  Bruce 
stooping  to  take  up  one,  which  he  thought  as  large 
il^  a  iautnnieg,  M  ret^ivea  a  blow  frottt  midthet  just 
'  under  his  eye,  which  he  imagined  had  blinded  him, 
and  occasioned  a  swellingall  the  next  day.  /The  tent 
was  pitched  near  the  village  of  Barranda,  where  they' 
were  overtaken  by  the  Baharnagasb,  whose  heart  Mr. 
Bruce  had  so  entirely  won  that  he  found  it  impossible 
to  get  away  the  next  day,  so  that  it  wa^  the  f&tli  be- 
fore he  left  that  station.  ,  >  ^  ^ 

The  travellers  now  entered  a  close  country  covered 
with  brush-wood,i  wild  oats,  and  high  bent-grass,  in 
TOlrtijfe  places  rocky^aiid  uttaveit  so  a§  %c#^cely^  to  leave 
a  narrow  path  to  pass.  ,  Just  at  the  very  entrance  a 
lion  had;  killed  a  very  fine  animal  called  Agazan,  of 
the  goat  speeies,  bttt  of  tlr^e'ii^e  ot  a  lai^e  a^S.  It 
was  scarcely  dead,  and  the  blood  still  running.  >Every 
iiidividual,  Moors^  Christians,  and  Abyssinians,  cut  oU 
av large  pieea  of' flesh  ;  notwithstanding  the  iafver^^fton 
of  the  latter  even  to  touch  any'  thing  that  is  dead, 
unless  Kegiilarly  killed  by  the  knife.  It  is  a  iiotion 
common  to  them  all,  that  they  may  lawfiillf  eat  what 
if  'killed  by  the  lion,  but  not  by  any  other  beast.  At 
noon  th^y  crossed  the  river  Balezat,  the*  first  river 
then  actually  running  that  they  had  seen  since  they 
passed  Taranta.  Proceeding  along  its  banks  through 
a  narrow^  pining  ^^y.cama  to  ^Tompw^^ 
ii^  A ''^^    ^     *  pyramidal 
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pyramidal  mountain  of  porph^rj^,  on  the  top  of  wbi6h 

there  but  only  come  hither  upon  certam  fea^Si^i^ 
thev  keep  open  house  for  all  visitorSi 

ff#fe  tmir'  ti'a^eifei^  enci^m^ed  by  the  side  of  the 
river  and  were  detained  that  and  the  folio wing«da|^|r 
on  account  of  certain  duties  demanded  of  vail  passen- 
gers. These  dutieBjF  called  0wides  ox  gifts,  though 
levied  in  a  very  vigoroas  matiM)^.  are  established  by 
usage  in  particular  spots  denominated  Ber  or  passes. 
There  is  no  tariff ;  and  the  farmer  of  the  duty  fixes, 
as  he  tMiiki  ft^l^y  Wh^tea^h  caravan  hai^fopay. 
Some  have  on  this  account  been  detained  for  months, 
and  others,  in  time  of  trouble,  stripped  of  every  things 
as^the  neighbodVfrig^rtlageis  Tfee  Tn  arth¥<m  IBe  leal 
resistance.  As  Mr,  Bruce  assumed  a  high  tone,  de- 
claring that  he  was  sent  for  byj.the  king,  and  was 
going  to  Ras  MicHiBkeli  he  1^ as^  kiflfer#  to  proceed  on 
paying  fiv:e  pie<iet  of  Wiie  C0lEton  i^lbtlr^  an|i  oii^  of 
white. 

•    On  the  1st  of  December  our  travellers  arrived  at  a 
place  named  Kella,  or  the  Ca^le,  %t4§«aii#  tb^Wo 
tains  run  for  a  considerable  extent  nearly  at  equal 
distances  on  each  side  straight  and  even,  in  shape 
like  a  wall,  with  gaps  at  certaliV  afstanc#a/rese^ 
embrasures  and  bastions.  This  rock  is  also  called  Da-. 
mo,  and  was  anciently  the  prison  of  theeollateral  heirs 
iitoak  til'tl#  toy al  family.     This  being        #f  tSf 
passes  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Bruce  ^ WftS  Jelatlfted 
here,  thti^e  whpte  days  by  the  extravagant  demands 
lof  l^%f mers  awide,  who  laughed  at  the  im- 

|Mrtaiice>  which  he  and  his  companions  gave  them* 
selves.  >^*W  increased  the  awkwardness  of  their  si- 
toatibn  was,  that  the  people  would  not  take  money 
for  provisions,  hot  only  merebfttiilize  by  way  bf^  bfti^* 
ter.  >  A  cbt'i  was  accordingly  spread  upon  the  ground 
for  the^ijrpose  of  opening  a  shop,  at  the  sight  of  Mrhich 
hundre^is  of  younpr  women  poured  down  on  every  mSb^ 
from  iaRag«#  behitid  the  mootitains^  Beads  and  an* 
.  * '  \  .  timonjr 


Bdatds  hi        iii^iiAm\i^  it^iih0  £h^^^Um, 

iimony  are  here  the  standard  pirticles  of  qamnfiepee^ 
ilM  iditf  m  ^f  travellers  found  by  expei^^lki^i 
are  a  dang^erows  speculation.  The  person  employed 
to  buy  them  at  Jidda  had  not,  unluckUy*  recmved  ihe 
Irtif  \M  «f  ftn^imns  from  this  uountfy  j  fw  li#rti.  as 
in  the  most  civilized  capital  of  Europe,  all  depends 

,  upon  (anhiufi.  Ha  hui  purchased  p.  quaniit;^  b?»afci* 
f^My  fliow«t«d  with  rfet^titf  gt^mf  of  the  isfee  of  si 
)ftfg«pea;  also  some  large  oval  green  and  yellow 
oneH;  whereas  the  ton  among  the  beauties  of  Tigp^ 
required  small  sky-blue  beads,  about  the  si^e  of  small 
lead  shot,  blue  and  white  bugles,  and  large  yellow 
glass  beads  flat  on  the  sides.  All  the  bead$  Qf  our 
traveller  were  therefore  peremptorily  rejeQ|ied«  At 
lui^gth  one  of  the  Moors  produced  a  large  p0teka]|e 
containing  a  stock  of  all  the  beads  in-  fashion.  This 
was  imprudently  opened,  and  immediately  a  geni^ral 
j^QUt  was  set  up^  by  t&e  femate^  jmi^Nii^ ;  twenty 
or  thirty  of  whom  fell  upon  the  parcel,  tearing  and 
breaking  all  the  strings.  This  Joke  did  not  seem  tp 
h$  relished  by  tb^  sellers ;  in  wlidm  that  regard  which 
Ihfy^  Woiild  otherwise  have  shown  for  the  fair  sex  was  ^ 
quite  extinguished  by  the  hard-*heartedness  of  their 
customers,  who  had  before  professed  that' they  would 
let  the  litrangers  starve  rather  than  gf¥&  them  a  handp 
ful  of  j9our  for  all  their  unfashionable  commodities!  A 
dozen  whips  and  sticks  were  laid  ou  their  hands  and 

.  ttrttisi  till  eaeh  ijfrtp^tS  their  booty  ;  and  tlie  imh 
who  came  with  them  stood  laughing  vvithout  showing 
the  lea^it  disposition  to  interftpre.  The  restituttonf 
hoW«f«r,  Wotild  «dt  han^ft^  bee^i  complete,  had^^ittii 
Yasine,  who  knew  the  country  w^U,  fired  one  of  thp 
ship  blunderbusses  into  tb^  air  beiund  their. bafsfes. 
Al  this  unexpected  report*  both  mtit  Md  itromen  fell 
ilM  m  their  faces;  the  latter  l¥ere  immediately 
dragged  off  the  cloth,  and  not  a  band  had  sltrenglii 
left' to  carry  away  a  single  bead-    Mr.  Bruf e's  pisii- 

wrapped  the  wiiole  in  the  cloth,  ^d  Stipi  w 
li^e  the  insaiket  wm  mM^    It  wm$  ht^Ppir,  again 
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opfiiieJ^  ii>i!it  tbe  seJlers  having  acquired  wisdoiti^  hf 
experience,  prod'uced  small  qtia»t]li^  mt^nce,  which 
they  disposed  of  not  without  a  very  sharp  contest  and 
clamour  ;  but  in  return  procured  a  plentiful  supply  of 

flavor  to  melons. 

Mr.  Bruce,  by  the  promise  of  a  parcel  of  beads^ ' 
prevfiled  611  ti  yoiing  liian  tif 'Kella,  ti^  ^arr^ 
representing  his  situation  to  his  friend  J  ann  i,  at  Ado wa ; 
and  this  messenger  used  such  diligence^j  that  m  tb«. 
tndrning  of  ^tii«^  rofl^  <i«jr  life  i^it#r^^  #lllwiiit;  eV«r 
im^i^g  ba^ft  tisis*^  4i  feoriie,  JlI  tbe  sam*  time  ati 
officer  came  from  Janni,  with  a  peremptory  mandate 
in  the  name  of  Ras  Michael,  declaring  to  the  person 
wtiOf  wa«  the  cause  of  Mr.  Sruce's  detention,  that, 
were  it  not  for  ancient  friendship,  the  bearer  should 
have  carried«him  to  Ras  Michael  in  ironsj  comnaantl* 
iiig  liim  to  ^isir^cgm  im  W^^^k^.^^  M  i^olENb 
and,  as  ^b^Quof  tlyt  i^Smm^  to  fttrnl&li  kxm  wiik  pra^ 
visions. 

^^Tadttc,  during  tbe  foiif  days  Mr.Bi^at^  iiiiiisllfc^at 
a  place  called  Kello,  had  told  him  his  whole  litstory. 
He  had  been  settled  in  a  province  of  Abyssinia,  i near 
.  to  ^eniitar,  called  Itas-el-feel  j  had  married  Abd  «l 
Jfilleel,  the  Shekh's  daughter;  but  growiog  more 
popular  than  his  father-in-law,  he  had  been  pers®^ 
cuted  by  him,  and  obliged  to  leave  the  country, .  He 
begMi  now  to  form  hopes,  that,  if  Mn  Bi^iiee'waSi 
wel  received,  as  he  saw,  in  all  appearance,  he  was  to. 
be^  he  might,  by  bw  interest^  be  appoiutdl  to  bis 
^b«t-^4^w^s  p]i^£0  es[pt@ek1ly  #  th^re  w  war,  m 
every  thing  seemed  to  indicate.  Abdel  Jilkel  was 
a  coward,,  and  incapable  of  making  Jiifnself  of  per- 
sonal valuer  to'  my  party.  On  tbe  contrary,  Yasine 
was  a  tried  man,  an  esE^tlleAl  burseman,  i^trong^ 
active  and  >f  known  courage^  having  been  t>wic« 
with  tlhe  lat6  king  Yasous^  in  his  invasions  of  Scnaar, 
Md  both  times  mucb  wound^liMi^e*: 
On  tb«  fourtht  in  ih^  ^Simm^ti^^  m^^^ 

Kellaj 


Kella|  and  on  the  5th  of  December,  they  began  first 
to^ee'th^bigh  of  ik€dW«t>nothing  r^t^tti^bliiig^ 

in  shape  to  those  of  Europe,  nor,  indeed,  ^ny  other 
country.  Their  sides  were  all  perpendicular  rocks^ 
Jligh,  like  steeples,  or  olieli^/  Ottd  fcrlfttte^te  itito  a 
ihousand  different  forms. 

They  next  passed  the  Mareb^  which  is  the  boundary 
between  Tigre  and  tlt&  Bkliiitriagiiih,  on  thm^f^e. 
It  runs  over  a  bed  of  soil ;  is  large,  deep,  and  smooth ; 
but,  on  rain  falling,  it  is  more  dangerous  to  pass^thaii 
any  river  in  Abyssinia,  gU^^qM  Jk^eM 
holes  in  its'  bottom.  Tk^f  theifi  #ntere^  th€^  narrow 
plain  of  Yeeha,  wherein  runs  the  small  riv^^  which 
either  gives  name  to,  or  takes  it  from  it. 

M  eleven  o'clock,  they  rested  by  the  side  of^ the 
mountain  whence  the  river  falls.  All  the  villages  that 
had  been  built  here  bore  the  marks  of  the  justice  of 
the  gov^mmi^irt  of  Tfgrfe*  #tiey  had  been  long  thfe 
haunts  of  the  niost  incorrigible  banditti  in  the  pro- 
vince. He  surrounded  them  in  one  nightj^  burnt  their 
houses,  extirpated  the  itthabitattl^,  ami  wonld  iie^fi* 
suffer  any  one  since  to  settle  there.  • 

On  Wednesday,*  the  6ih  of  December,  they  again 
proceeded  on  their  journey,  and  in  j&btitit  tbree  hcktW,  ^ 
travelling  on  a  very  pleatant  road,  over  easy  hills,  and 
through  hedge-rows  of  jessamine,  honeysuckles,  and 
•  many  kinds  of  flowering  shrubs,  they  arrived  at 
Aifdti^a,  #heie  onee  r^Wei  Mfebartl  Sttlwlr  Croy^ 
of  Tigre. 

Adowa  is  situated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  on  . 
the  west  «}de  4^  ^  istiialt  ph%  itrrddtidi&d  every 
where  by  mountains.  This  plain  is  watered  by  three 
rivulets,  which  are  never  dry  in  the  midst  of  sum- 
met^  'Th^re  are  fi«h  in  0iem  three  strefitifesr,  btii 
none  of,  them  remarkable  for  their  size,  quantity, 
or  goodness.  The  best  are  those  of  Mai  Grogua,  a 
clear  and  pleasant  rivulet,  running  very  violently,  and 
^ith  great  noise.  There  siffe  m^tJ^f  agreeable  spots 
ta  the  south-east  of  the  conYenl^       the  batiks  uf 


V       ■     t^m^M'm^mmiA^  177" 

this  river,  which  are  thickly  shaded  witfc  llT^ptti  itt^^ 
bushes.  -     ■    ^''^  ^»  -^^^ 

Adowa  consists  of  about  300  houses,  and  occupies 
a  much  larger  space  than  would  be  thought  necessary 
for  these  to  stand  on,  by  reason  that  each  house  has  an 
enclosure  round  it  of  hedges  and  trees ;  the  last  chiefly 
tlie%anzej.  The  number  of  these  tree$  planted  in, 
all  titeiowhsv  tfeeftt  fn-tacli  a  manner,  that,  at 

a  distance,  they  appear  so  many  woods.  Adowa  was 
not  fiprmerly  the  capital  of  -Tigr^,  but  accidentally 
liie^^llpp^^-^  li^  accej%s?on  of  this  goveruof,  who^ 
p^jp^^i^ijrv  t^^'i^  estate,  lay  in  and  «fci0ttlit.  His 

mansion-house  is  not  distinguished  from  *any  of  the 
others  in  the  town,  unless  by  its^size;  it  is  situated 
iipdti  the  top  of  the  hill^  EirtdtasetXibles  a  prison  ratb^t 
than  a  palace  ;^ for  there  are,  in  and  about  it,  above 
three  hundred  persons  in  irons,  some  of  whom  have  ^ 
be€^n  ^hertf  for  t%iB0;'a^  years^  Mi©Stly^ith*4A  ^ 

view  to  (extort  money  from  them;  and,  what  is  the 
most  nnhappy,  even  when  they  have  paid  the  snm  of 
money  which  he  asks,  they  do  not  get  their  deli  versrnee 
ftdm  his  merciless  hands:  most  of  them  are  kept  in 
cages  like  wild  baastsy  and  treftt^jd  ^pry  way  in  th« 
same  manner.  ^  ^^3  ^ 

Wbatde^rvedly  interested  our  travellers  most  was, ' 
the  appearance  of  their  kind  and  hospitable  landlord, 
Janni.    He  had  sent  servants  to  conduct  them  from 
the  passage  of  the  rivers  aftd  ttiet  tfifettt  himself  at#^s^^ 
outer  door  of  his  house,    Mr.  Bruce  says  he  does  not 
remember  to  have  seen'  a  more  respectable  figure* 
Hi&  Ittid  Mfr       short  white  hair,  coVfefei  with  a  thin 
muslin  turban,  thick  well-shaped:  beard,  as  white  as 
snow,  down^to  his  waist.    He  was  clothed  in  the 
Abyssinian  dress,  all  white  cotton;  only  he  had  a 
red  mlk  sash,  embroidered  with  gdld^  liboiithi6  waist, 
and  sandals  on  his  feet :  his  upper  garment  reached 
down  to  his  ancles.    He  had  a  number  of  servants 
and  slaves  of  both  sexes  Mbmt  hinai  |  aiidr  wbfett 
Brlire  B,ppmmhed  him,  b«  i^tnifd xti^^  receive 

z  ^  hini 
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him  with  marks  of  humility ;and  inferiority,  which  mor- 
tified dttr  traveller  much>  considering  the  oblig^ations 
he  wa«  und«r  to  him,  the  trouble  he  had  given,  and 
was^  unavoidably,  still  to  give  him.  Mr.  Bruce  em- 
hmi^M  Mm  ^ttlb^gfeat  aekfiowkdgiiieDts  of  kindness 
an»d  gratitude,  calling  him  father;  a  title  he  alwaya 
used  in  ^peaking.^ither  to  him  or  of  him  afterwards<,r 
mhm  h&  wm  in  Mgfeer  fortune,  vi^hioh  he  c^iti^^iy^ 
remembered  with  great  pleasure. 

He  conduat^d  .^e  stran^ere  through  a  ^court-yard 
planted  wiih  Jefif^aiiiine,  tt^  ^  Mm^B  ^^d,  at  the 
satnerlitiftt^  1^  furiiidhedl*  #it^^  tha 

floor  was  covered  with  Persian  carpets  and  cushions. 
All  round,  flowers  and  green  leaves  were  strewad 
upon  fh^  outer  yard ;  and  the  Windiiii^  liiid  sida«  of 
th^  room  stuck  full  of  evergreens,  in  tjommemoration 
of  the  ChriMmas  festival  that  was  at  hand.  Mr.  Braoe 
irtopped  at;#e  €^nlb^€0^^^^  I  ilbr  lis^et  were 

both  dirty  and  bloody.;  and  it  is  not  good  breeiding 
to  show  or  speak  of  your  feet  in  Abyssinia,  especially 
if  any  thing  ails  them ;  and,  at  all  tftties,  they  im^^ 
WPedr  Janni  immediately  perceived  the  wounds  l&fti 
were  upon  his  feet.  Both  their  clothes  and  flesh  w^re 
torn  to  pieces  at  Taranta,  and  several  other  places; 
but  he  thought  they  had  cc^b  io^les  furni^^^ 
them  by  the  Nay  be.  For  the  young  man  Mr.  Bruce 
had  sent  to  ^bim  >from  Kella^  following  the  genius  ^f 
€43ittiitrym  ^iaogh  €^111%  truth  was  junt  m  pm^ 
iitabla  to  him  as  flying,  had  chosen  the  latter,  and, 
seeing  the  horse  he  had  got  from  the  'B&h^vmgmhi, 
had  figured  in  »his  own  ina^ginalion  a  multitiiide 
others,  and  told  Janni  thailh^e  Were  with  Mr.  Bruoe 
horses^  asses,  and:mules9  in. great  plenty ;  so  that.when 
J^atiriit  saw  them  ;passing  the  wat^V  be  took  our  tra^ 
V^«rfor  a^servant,  and  ^|Ng^6d>  ftir^ev oral  minutes, 
,  to  see  the  splendid  company  arrivai  well  mountad 
•  upon. horses  and  mules  caparisoned*  i  ^ 

.  V  He  was  sp  shocked  at  3itt  B)m^^ 
ptrfiirmed  this  terrible  j9iir|i^  on  footi  mm  be  buf^ 

into 
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into  tmtBf  uttering  a  thousand  reproaches  against 
Najbe  for  his  hard-heartedin^ss  and  ingratitude,  as  he 
had  twice^  l^e  said /'^^  hindered  Miphael  from  going  ia 
person,  and  Sweeping  the  Najbe  from  tbet  face  of  the 
earth.  Water  wa»  mffibedtately  ptrocured  to  was,h  theal 
feet.  And  here  hegan  ainother  contention :  Janni  in* 
sisled  upon  doing  (ihi$  himself,  which  made  Mr.  Brucp 
run  out  into  the  yard,  and  declared  h6  Would  not  si»ff^ 
it.  The  like,dis;pute  took  place  among  the  servants, 
it  was.  always,  a  ceremony  in  Abyssinia  to  was^  th^ 
ilii  ^f  ifeose  iljat  4^  CJairo,  and  who  ar^^  ua- 
derstood  to  have  been  pilgrims  at  Jerusalem. 

lHh}^  was  no  sooner  finishedf  than  a,  great  dinujer 
brought,  exceedingly  well  dressed.  But  no  conr^ 
sideration  or  entreaty  could  prevail  upon  their  kind 
landlord  to  sit  down  and  partake  with  them. 
would  stand  all  the  time,  with  a  clean  towel  in  hi$ 
handy  though  he  had  plenty  of  servants  ;  and  after<* 
wards'dined  with  some  visitors,  who  had  come,  out  of 
curiosity y  to  see  a  man  arrived  from  so  far.  It  was 
long  before  Mr.  Bruce  eured  bit  kiJ^Mdi  J^iidlti^ 
these  respectful  observances,  which  troubled  him  very 
much ;  nor  could  Janni  ever  wholly  relinquish  them. 

Adowa  is  tbe  seait  of  ^a  very  valu^able  manufaetiire  ' 
of  coarse  cotton  cloth,  which  circulates  all  over  Abysr 
sinia,  instead  of  silver  money ;  each  web  is  sixteen 
peek  long,  of  one  and  threerfourths  width,  their  value 
a  pataka ;  that  Ik  ten  for  the  ounce  #f  gold.  The 
houses  in  Adowa  are  all  of  rough  stone  cemented  with 
mud  instead  of  mortar.  That  of  lime  is  not  used  bi)t 
at  Gondar,  where  it  is  very  bad.  The  roofs  are  in 
the  form  of  cones,  and  thatched  with  a  reedy  sort  of 
grass,  something  thicker  th^n  wb^at  s^raw.  JSx- 
cepting  »  few  «potii  taken  ndfie^of  a#  fbey  da#i^  t^^ 
Adowa,  this  was  the  only  part  of  Tigre  where  there 
was  s^il  sufficient  to  yield  cori^j  the  whole  of  th^  pro* 
Tiace  besides  wms  one  entire  rock* 

At  Adowa,  and  all  the  neighbourhood|  they  have 
tbre#Imrvesrt$  annually.  The  first ^eed-time is  in  July 
,     z  2  and 


and  August;  it  is  the  princips^l  one  for  wheat,  which, 
they  thef!it^tM«r  in  ^fie ii^dl^ ri?  mittl  l^t  ttei^flRi6 
season  they  sow  tocaffo,  teff,  and  barley.  From  the 
20th  of  November,  they  reap  first  their  barley,  theii 
ih^ir  wheatr  %  W  of  fbferf  ieflf;  tn  tWtddm 
of  these,  they  sow  immediately  upon  the  same  ground, 
without  any  manure,  barley,  which  tji^y  reap  in  Pe- 
hi*nary  ;  and  then  often  sow  tefFi  but  itt^re  frequently 
a  kind  of  vetch,  or  pea,  called  Shimbra  :  these  are 
cut  down  before  the  first  rains,  which  are  in  April. 
With  all  these  advantages  of  triple  harvests,  which 
cost  MSlitowing,  weeding,  manure,  or  other  e^j^^^* 
sive  processes,  the  tkmier  in  Abysmnia  is  alwaytp^^ 
and  miserable; 

tains. '  The  herdsmen  set  fire  to  the  grass,  bent,  and 
brushwood,  before  the  rairis^  and  amazing  verdure 
iQ)]a)0diately  folfoWs;  A§  thfe  nf^ddtit^ii)^  arfe  tery  steep 
ttftd  broken,  goats  are  chiefly  the  flocks  that  grarze 
upon  them.  It  is  not  the  e^tr^me  height  of  the  moun« 
tains  in  Abyssinia  that  occasions  surprise,  bdt  the 
tiijinber  of  them,  and  the  extraordinary  forms  they 
present  to  the  eye.  Some  of  them  are  flat,  thin,  and 
square,  in  shape  of  a  hearth-stone,  or  slab,  that  scarce 
would  seem  to  have  h&Me  suflScient  to  resist  the  action 
of  the  winds.  Some  are  like  pyramids,  others  like 
obelisks  or  prisms,  and  some,  the  most  extraordinary 
of  all  the  rest,  pyraiiii3s  pitched  upon  ^hmt  pdinf^^i. 
with  their  base  uppermost,  which,  if  it  were  possible, 
as  it  is  not,  they  could  have  been  s<;>  formed  the 
beginning,  would  be  rtrong  objectioni  tb^flr  rloeti^ 
ideas  of  gravity. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1770,  Mr.  Bruce  visited 
the  remains  of  the  Jesuits'  convent  of  Fremona.  It  is 
built  upon  the  even  ridge  of  a  hekvy  high  hill,  in  the 
middle  of  the  large  plain,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which 
stands  Adowa.  It  rises  from  the  east  to  the  west,  and 
emi$  m  a  precipice  op  the  east ;  it  is  also  Very  ntmp  to 
the  pi^ftbr  iHwi  «lo|>|ss  geiitly  down  to  the  |ilain  on  the 

south. . 
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south.  The  coniretit  m  stbdtit  a  tttlle  lti^lr6amfereim 
built;  substantially  with  stones,  which  are  cecnented 
with  lime-mortar.  It  has  towers  in  the  flanks  and 
angles;  and,  notwithstanding' thci  ill  usage  it  hae^  siif- 
fered,  the  walls  still  remain  entire>to  the  height  of 
-  twenty-five  feet. '  It  is  divided  into  three,  by  cross 
wails  of  equal  height.,  The  first  division  seems  to 
have  been  destined  for  the  convent,  tbe  middle  for 
the  church,  and  the  third  division  is  separated  from 
this  by  a  walli  and  stands.upon  a  precipice^  ^>  > 
#  ^^Mbdni^^  bosspttality,  antid  f^l^l^rl^t^^ 
Dever  ceased  a  moment.  He  had  already  represented 
lil^.  Bruce  in  the  most  favourable  light  to  the  Iteghe, 
or  queen-mother,  (whose  sfervant  he  had  long  been,) 
to  her  daughter  Ozore  Esther,  and  Ozoro  Altash ;  and 
above  all,  to  Michael,  with  whom  his  influence  was 
very  great,  and,  indeed,  to  every  body  he  had  any 
weiffefc  With,  his  own  ^o^Mty wi^A/ Si^  Abyssi- 
nians,  and  Mahometans;  and,  as  they  afterwards 
found,  he  had  raised  their  curiosity  to  a  great  pitch. 

Abj^sihk/iiiilft^r  witnessing  the  death  ^d^HWd^itiiigs^ 
by  the  command  of  Michael,  who  had  been  elevated 
to  the  dignity  of  Ras,  or  prime  minister,  by  which  he 
was  in  fact  invested  with  the  highest  ertl^dirity,  both 
mxBl^d  inilitary,  was  at  this  time  in  a  state  of  civil 
war.  Fasil,  an  officer  of  great  influence  among,.the 
tribe  of  Galla,  to  which  the^  maternal  relations  of  one 
of  the  murdered  monarchs  belonged,  was  in  arms  with 
a  considerable  force  against  the  new  king  and  the  Kas. 
J ust  at  the  moment  when  Mr.  Bruce  arrived  at  Adowa^ 
«k  felttd  t)f  balm  hatlV  fei^Wever,  spread  itMlf  ov^r  tlta 
country  without  apparent  reason,  just  as  it  has  been  in 
general  observed  to  do  before  a  storm.  Nobody  loved 
Michliel ;  btit:  ho  fret^sbti  negledted  ftfe  own  safety  so 
much  as  to  do  or  say  any  thing  against  him/  till  he 
should  either  lose  or  establish  his  good' fortune,  by  the 
gain  or  loss  of  a  batt^p  with  Fasil . 
-  Of  this  calm  Mr.  Bruce  resolved  to  take  advantage, 
and  to  isiet  out  im mediately  for  Goudar*  Accordingly, 

on 


182  TEAVEtS;  ®  ^iriSIII«lA. 

Account  of  |fct?  .Alij^?^a^^ 

m  the  17th  otif  tiraVell^  iittt  frotai  Adowa*  re- 
suming their  journey  to  Gondar ;  and  on  the  18th^  in 
the  morning,  they  ascended  a  hill,  by  a  very  rQU^b 
&tbny  road,  and  again  eitUe  into  the  plain  wher^tt 
MM  Amm^  mm  the  capital  of  Abyssinia.  Its  ruin« 
are  very  extensive ;  but,  like  those  of  the  .cities  of 
ancient  times,  consist  altogether  of  public  building*** 
in  one  square,  which  Mr^  BrtiC#  ap^^  to  have 

been  the  centre  of  the  town,  there  are  forty  obeliskflj 
none  of  which  have  any  hieroglyphics  upon  them. 

One  larger  than  the  rest  Is  still  standing ,  bun  two 
of  still  superior  dimensions  are  fallen.  They  are  all 
of  one  piece  of  granite  j  and  on  the  former  is  a  pa^ 
tera,  extremely  wett  c*nred  iti  the  Greek  tante-  Mr, 
Bruce  is  of  opinion  that  these  monuments  are  the 
work  of  Ptolemy  Everg^tes.  Upon  the  face  of  that 
which  is  standing,  there  is  mttch  eatvitJg^  itt 
taste,  something  like  metopes,  triglypks  and  gttttse, 
disposed  rudely  and  without  order,  but  no  charaeteifs 
or  figures.  The  face  looks  due  south,  has  been  placard 
with  great  exaetiieii^  aft^  pirii(^e*itt|>ef^ 
position. 

Passing  the  convent  of  Abba  Pantaleon,  call^  in 
Abyssinia,  Maiitille^,  aiid  the  small  obelisk  mtaal0#<ife 
a  rock  above,  you  proceed  southward  by  a  road  cut 
in  a  mountain  pf  red  mar ble-i^  having  on  the  left  a 
parapet  wall  above  fiird  f^t  Mgb,  ^Jid,  and  of  th» 
same  materials.  At  equal  distances  are  hewn  in  this 
wall  solid  pedestals,  on  the  top  of  which  are  seen 
the  marks  where  stood  the  colossal  statues  of  Syrius, 
the  Latrator  Anubis,  or  Dog-star.  '  One  hundred 
and  thirty-three  of  these  pedestals,  with  the  marks 
of  the  statues,  are  still  in  their  places  j  but  only  two 
figures  ttftheB^oigffeMaii^^  of  Mr.  Bruce's 

visit,  much  mutilated,  but  in  astyle  easily  distinguish- 
ed to  be  Egyptian.    These  are  of  granite,  but  some 
df  the  others  appear  to  have  b^en  of  mfetal. 
are  also  pedestals  on  which  figures  ^of  sphynx  have 
been  placed.!  Two  magnificent  flights  of  steps,  seve* 
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ral  hundred  feet io«g,  all  of  ^anite,  exceedingly  well 
fa^^hioned,  and  «tillin  their  places,  aVe  the  only  remainii " 
of  a  magnificent  temple.  In  the  angle  of  the  platform 
whier<^  that  temple  stood,  is  the  present  small  church 
of  A%il«i^  httUt  in  the  place  of  a  foi^^r^e^^sfti^^ 
in  the  reign  of  David  III. 

Tile  chiMMch  is  a  mean  building,  very  ill  kept,  an4  " 
fctt  t)f  pigeons^  iftfug^.    Here  are  supposed  to  be  pre- 
served the  ark  of  the  covenant  and  the  copy  of  the 
law,  which  Meoitek/^     son  of  ^olpmon^^  is  said  to 
hay^  stolen  firom  hliiii^^        Msr^um  to  Ethiopia ; 
and  th^SQ  Ware  tiousMi^lE'ed  as  the  palladia  of  the  coun<^ 
try.    Some  ancient  copy  of  the  Old  Testament  was 
|>tobably  deposited  here,  but  whatever  it  might  be,  it 
•pelisrhed  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  fmmer 
rhiirch.  Another  relic  held  in  high  estimation  escaped 
the  same  fate,  by  its  previous  removal  to  a  church  in 
iyHd  &f  ib&  islands  in  the  Mke  Tmm.   It  k  a  pietutfe 
of  the  head  of  Christ  crowned  with  thorns,  said  to  be 
fainted  by  St.  Luke;  aQd'on  ifoportant  occasm 
is  brought  out  and  carried,  with  the  army,  especially 
id  a  war  with  Mahometans  or  Paganis. .  Within  the 
outer  gate  of  the  church  are  three  small  enclosures, 
'all  of  granite,  with  if$mall  octagon  pillars  in  the  angles, 
^pii^ntly  Egyptian,  on  thettjp  of  which  Were  for^ 
tnerly  images  of  the  Dog-star.    On  the  stone  in  the 
middle  of  one  of  these  enclosures  the  king  sits  at  liig 
coronaticffii  ^  Ci6rtd*6hy  which  has  always  been  per- 
formed here  since  the  days  of  Paganism  ;  and  below 
it,  where  he, naturally  places ^      feet,  is  a  large  ob- 
long utafe  cf  itge-ttona,^        an  inscription,  wMchi 
though  mnch  defaced,  may,  say».Mn  Brnce^  4©  srafelyt 
restof  ed  thus : 

nXOA  EMAIOT  EYEPr£TOY  ' 
]^  BAXIAEnS  f  " 

^  AxiHn  is  watered  by  a  »smail  stream,  which  flows 
lM  fb#  f#ar  from  a  fountain  in  the  narrow  valley, 
w^ere  istand§  th«  row  ^  obelisks^   The  i^ing  is  re- 
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ceived  iftt^ck^i  tnagnific^^  150  feet  square, 

and  thenc$  it  ^  eftrried,  itt  |iiaa$afe,  to  watery^ 
neighbouring*  gardens,  where  there  is  little  fruit,  ex- 
cepting pomegranates  j  neither  are  these  very  excel- 
lent.  The  present  town  of  Axum  stands  at  the  foiHr 
of  the  hill,  and  may  have  about  six  hundred  houses. 
There  are  several  manufacturers  of  coarse  cotton  cloth  j 
and  here  too  the  best  parchment  is-  made  of  gogrts^ 
skins,  which  is  the  ordinary  employment  of  the  monks. 
On  the  19th  of  January,  by  a  meridian  altitude  of  the 
Sttti,  m4  a  wewk  ^^lieltoi^  d^^^^  by  night, 

Mr.  Broce  tomil  the  I^itti46  id  Aitim  to  l€  &  W 
north* 

jOh  tlie  morning  of  the  20th  of  January,  Mr.  Bruce 
iellt  Axum ;  the  road  was  at  first  sufficiently  eveti^ 
through  small  vallies  and  meadows;  he  began  to  as- 
cend  gently,  but  through  a  road  exceedingly  difficult 
in  itself,  by  r^soti  ()f  large  Btone&  standing  on  tige^ 
or  heaped  one  upon  another;  apparently  the  remains 
of  an  old  large  causeway,  part  of  the  magnificeat 
wtti^iw  A%6mt  AMtti*.  , 

The  last  part  of  the  journey  made  ample  amends  ' 
for  the-difficulties  and  fatigue  which  he  bad  suffered 
ii4' the  beginning.  Thi^  ra«ii^^  ^4^^  was 
|)erfamed  with  a  variety  of  iftdwerftig^  itoubs,  chiefly 
different  species  of  jessamine.  One,  in  particular,  of 
these,  called  agam,  impregnated  the  whole  air  with 
the  most  delicioug^dotir,  and  covered  the  small  hills 
through  which  he  passed,  in  such  profusion,  that  he 
was,  at  times,  almost  overcome  with  its  fragrance* 
The  ctMiiifi^y  Ml  t^fthd 

pearance  :  and  this  was  heightened  by  the  finest  pf 
'  weather,  and  a  temperature  of  air  neit;her  too  hot  nor 

iSoon  after  our  travellers  had  lost  sight  of  the  ruina 
©f  this  ancient  capital  of  Abyssinia,  they  overtook 
three  travellers  driving  a  cow  before  them  j  they  had 
black  goat  skins  upon  their  shonVli^r^od  l^ilfi^^  ^nd 
jsbielci^  in  their  handsi  in  otb^r  resp«?tf  ^ere  but 

thinly 


thinly  clothed;  they  appeared  to  be  isoldiers.  *The 
d!#  mof  ^e^ntt  id^  faemtted  for  killitif ;  aiid  it  nc^ 
curred  to  our  travellers  that  it  had  been  stolen.  *  This, 
however,  was  not  their  business]  nor  was  such  an' 
occurrence  at  idi  reiilHrkable  in  a  country  so  long  en* 
gaged  in  war.  They  saw  that  their  attendants  at- 
ti^ched  themselves  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  three 
Sbldiers  wHo  were  driving  the  cow,  and  held  a  short 
conversation  with  them.  Sooii  after;  the  driverg;  sud- 
denly trippfed  up  the  coW,  and  gave  the  poor  animal 
a  v6ry  rudd  fall  upon  the  ground,  which  was  but  the 
beginning  df  her  sufferings.  One  of  them  sat  across 
her  neck,  holding  down  her  head  by  the  horns,  the 
other  twisted  the  halter  about  her  fore-feet  i  while  the 
4hii»d,  Who^  h^d  a  Ktilfi  iti  Ms  hand,  to  #K  fi^HC€?s  very 
great  surprise,  in  place  of  taking  her  by  the  throat, 
got  astride  upon  her  belly,  before  her  hind-legs,  and 
gave  het  a  very  great  wound  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
buttock.  FroOL  thfe  timevMr*  Bruce  bad  seen  them 
throw  the  beast  upon  the  ground,  he  had  rejoiced, 
thinking,  that  when  three  people  were  killing  a  cow, 
they  musi^  have  agreed  to  sell  part  of  herM  thiStk$ 
and  he  was  much  disappointed  upon  ^hearing  the 
Abyssinians  say,  thajE  they  were  to  pass  the  river  to 
the  otbef  side^  iirtd  ^idt  encliAj^  #hefe  he  lniiiii^C 
Upon  Mr.  BrOce's  proposing  they  should  bargain  j^ip 
part  of  the  cow,  his  people  answered,  thsit  thi^  hii4 
already  learned  in  conversation,  that  the  men  wei'e 
not  then  going  to  kill  her;  that  she  was  not  wholly 
theirs,  and  they  could  not  sell  her.  This  awakened 
Mr.  Bruce's  curiosity;  he  let  his  attendants  go  for- 
Mf^Avdf  and  stayed  himself,  till  he  saw,  with  the  uttn^^t 
astoniishment,  two  pieces  thicker  and  longer  than  our 
ordinal^  beef-steaks,  cut  out  of  the  higher  part  of  the 
buttdck  W  1^0  h&SMlt^  How  it  was  ^^dn^  %^  cannot 
positively  say ;  because,  judging  the  cow  was  to  be 
killed  from  the  moment  he  saw  the  knife  drawn,  he 

catastrophe,  whieh 
*  by  no  means  an  dhject  of  curiosity  j  whatever  wi^  ijt 
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%Vas  iflone,  it  surely  nllroMy,  and  tfte  two  pieces 
were  spread  upmck  tl^  c^tetde  pf  one  of  their  shields. 

One  of  the  iti^nt  ttili  continued  holding  the  head» 
while  the  other  two  were  busied  in  curing  the  wound* 
This  too  was  done  not  in  an  ordinary  manner;  the 
skin  which  had  covered  the  flesh  that  was  taken  away 
was  left  entire,  flapped  over  the  wound,  and  was 
fastened  to  the  corresponding  part  by  two  or  more 
small  skewers,  or  pins.  Whether  they  had  put  any 
thing  under  the  skin  between  that  and  the  wounded 
i6S^>  Mr.  Bmee  could  riot  tell  j  but,  at  m«4* 
side  where  they  were,  they  had  prepared  a  cataplasm 
of  clay,  with  which  they  covered  the  wound;  thejf 
then  forced  th^e  aittiliial  to  rise,  and  drove  it  <xft  fttf^l^ 
them,  to  furnish  them  with  a  fuller  meal  when  they 
should  meet  their  companion's  in  the  eveningt 

Mr.  Bruce  could  not  btjt  ftdmire  a  dinner  m  truly 
soldier4ike ;  nor  did  he  see  so  commodiout  a 
manner  of  carrying  provisions  along  the  road  as 
this  was.  He  naturally  attributed  this  to  necessity, 
^wA  -Ih0  Ml^fe  of  expedition.  It  was  a  liberty^  to  be 
sure,  taken  with  Christianity  ;  but  what  transgression 
is  not  warranted  to  a  soldier,  when  distressed  by  his 
enemy  in  thfe  field ;  He  could  not  as  yet  tJOflcdVethat 
this  was  the  ordinary  banquet  of  citizens,  and  even, 
of  priests^  tjjroi^ighout  all  this  cou»trj|r,  Ip  the  hos- 
pitable fciMiian'e  f^^^^  3^tmi,  tfe^se  liVfng  feasts 
had  never  appeared.  It  is  true  he  had  seen  raw  meat,, 
but  no  part  of  an  animal  torn  from  it  with  the  blood. 
The  first  shocked  him  as  uncommon,  but  the  other  as 
Impious. 

On  the  20th,  the  travellers  pitched  their  tent  in  a 
small  plain,  by  the  banks  of  a  c][uick  clear  runniiig 
BW^Bim  ^  the^np&t  i^  called  Mm  Bbum.  A  peasant  had 
made  a!  very  neat  little  garden  on  both  sides  of  the 
rivulet^  in  which  he  had  sown  abundance  of  onions 
and  garlic;  and  he  had  a  species  of  pumpkin,  which 
Mr.  Bruce  thought  was  little  inferior  to  a  melon. 
This  Qiaa  g^uessed  by  their  ^rms  and  horses  that  thejf 
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.were  hunters;  and  he  brought  them  a  presept  of  the 
fttMB  of  his  gardert^  -and  begged  theFf  a#fstatice 
against  a  number  of  wild  boars,  which  carried  havoc 
and  desolation  through  ail  bis  labours,  pr)arks  of  which 

;were,  indeed,  too  visible  every  where.  "Btidh  iMHiicm 
of  liidustry  are  very  rare  in  this  country,  and  demanded 
encouragement.'  Mr.  Bruce  paid  him,  therefore,  for 
his  greens:  and  sent  two  of  his  servants  with  him  into 
the  wood,  and  got  on  horseback  trimself.  Mirza,  his 
horse,  indeed,  as  well  as  his  master,  had  recruited 
•greatly  during  their  stay  at  Adowa;  under  the  hospi- 
table roof  of  tbi&ir  good  Amoiigst  tttt^ 
they  ^killed  five  boars,  alllarge  ones,  in  the  space  of 
^boQt  two  hours,  one  of  which  measured  six  feet  niiie 
loel^e^f  attd  though  fan  at  an  amazing  speed  near 
two  miles,  so  as  to  be  with  difficulty  overtaken  by  the 
horse,  and  was  struck  through  and  through  with  two 
heavy  lances,  loaded  at  the  end  with  iron,  no  person 
would  venture  near  him  on  foot,  and  he  defended  him- 
self above  half  an  hour,  till,  having  no  lances  left, 
Mr.  Bruce  shot  him  with  a  horse-pistol  But  tho 
itiMor&ine  was,  that  4»f|«r  their  huiiimg  hM  Beifetl 
crowned  with  such  success,  they  durst  not  partake  of 
the  excellent  venison  they  had  acq|uired  |  for  the 
Afoys^triah^  hold  pork  of  att  Mnd^  m  ih^nttmst  ^ 
testation  ;  and  our  traveller  was  now  become  cautiousj 
Ijest  he  should  jgiye  offence^  being  th#  at  no  great 
distance  O'om  1^                   -  > 

At  seven  oVtOiik  in  the  morning  of  the  21st  they 
left  Mai-Shum,  proceeding  through  an  open  country, 
part  sown  with  teff,  but  mostly  overgrown  with' wild 
d^ls  high  grass.  They  afterwards  tmvelled 
among  a  number  of  low  hills,  ascending  and  descend- 
ing many  of  them,  which  occasioned  more  pleasure 
than  fatigue.  At  leif gth  they  tl^e^d^d  into  ir  plaiiiy 
called  Selech-Lecha,  the  village  of  that  name  being 
two  miles  east  of  thena.  *  The^  crossed  the  plain 
through  hedge^rows  6f  fldw^itif  ^Wib»,  among 
which /thd  lioney suckle  made  a;  ptincipal  figure. 

2  A  2  l^ine 


*S6vdir?lf  6f  ititt^  Ai^isiafen  savage*  rlsfe  up 

Fipe  trees  of  all  sizes  were  every  where  interspersed  ; 
and  Hie  Tinejv.witb  mt%\l  bkekf  ^rap^  very  good 
flavour,  hung  in  many  places  in  festoons,  joining  tree 
to  tree,  as  if  they  had  bean  artiflcially^lwine^  and 

country  through  defiles  between  mountains^  thickly 
povere4  iP^ith  wood  and  buss^hes;  and , pitched 'their 
tfel^t^by^^^^^  being  quite  surrounded  with 

bushes,  wirich  prnvented  them  from  beiii^$Feen  in.fttiy 
direction. 

,  As  the  boha  was  the  principal  tree  here,  and  in  great 
beauty,  bfeiiig  then  in  flow^l',  Mr.  Bruce  alighted  in 
order  to  examine  it,  when  he  heard  a  cry  from  his 
servantSjr  "  Robbers  I  Robbers!"  He  imnaediat^lj 
tti^utited  hfs  ttttfe  t6  l^rfi  what  nli^m  this?  might  fe^; 
and  saw,  to  his  great  surprise,  part  of  his  baggage 
Strewed  on  the  ground,  the  servants  running,  some 
leading,  others  on  foot,  driving  such  of  their  mules  as 
were  unloaded  before  them;  in  a  word,  every  thing 
in  the  gir^^atei^t  confusion  possible.  Having  got  to  the 
^dge  of  the  wood,  they  faced  about,  and)  began  to 
prepare  their  fire-arms ;  but  Mr.  Brm^^i^^4^ilmm 
to  fire.  He  now  rode  immediately  up  to  the  tent, 
and  in  his  way  was  saluted  from  among  the  bushes 
wiiil  uatthy  stones,  one  of  which  gai^  Mtti  ll%i€i}eiit 
blow  upon  the  foot.  At  the  same  instant  he  received 
another  blow  with  a  small  unripe  pupipkin,  just  upon 
tbe  belfy  ,  wMf^  was  strongly  defended  coatee 
cotton  cloth,  wrapped  several  times  about  him  by  way 
of  sash  or  girdle.  The  top  of  the  tent  being  now  up, 
two  men  cauie  forward,  making  great  complaints,  but 
of  what  Mr.  Bruce  did  not  then  understand.  He 
was  afterwards, told  that  one  of  »the  Moors  had  tak^n 
a  foeap  pf  jsiiraw  which  one  of  them  was  carrying' to 
hk  aiss,  0U  which  the  proprietor  Ited  alarmed  »theivil- 
lage.  Every  body  had  taken  lances  and  shields;  but, 
not  daring  to  approach  for  fear  of  the  fire-armSji  they 
had  contented  thetti$^|f#i^|ti  ^^werin 
their  hidiiig.|d8ices,  at  4  dis*«tace  from  «Riong  the 

bushes. 
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in  open,  hostility  against  the  travellers. 

}  '  \       '■'  •-     ■-  '  -  ■•        '        ■  -       .   .    '  f~ 

litishes.  The  tent  hmjtg  it^w^iHtcbedj  and  every  thiiig 
in  order,  a  treaty  soon  followed. /The  flMiv;es  con- 
sented to  sell  them  what  they  wanted^  biit^at  e^tra- 

tent  to  comply  with. 

Welleta  Michs^el,,  grandsoh  to  Bas  Michael,  com- 
manded' Wit  part  "of  t|ie!{iriivlliiee;:,aDd  being  httt' 
thtr|:een  years  of  age^  was  not  with  his  gnandfath^ 
in  the  army,  nor  was  he  then  at  home,  but  atGondar. 
However,  fifeiaotther,  Ozoro.  Welleta  Michael,  i^bjsM 
home,  an^htr  house > just  on  . th^JlfU  above,  i  Ooe,pf 
the.  king's  servants  had  .stolen  away  privately,  ;and 
told  her  what  happened.  ,The  same  eveoiug  a  party 
was  sent  down  to  the  ville^ge,  -wboitcitilr  i^e  Hn^* 
leaders,  a.nd.  carried  them  away.  They , brought  also 
a  present  of  provisions,  fu»d  e;|ci|ses<fior , what  had  hap- 
periedj  .«EM*iitlftg  imrtriAveHers  t<;»'b^^iipoia  their  guard 
the  rest  of  the  way. 

They  left  this  place  on  the  32d,  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  :morning,.and»  at  eight,  pass^ed  a,  village  two  hun*> 
dred  (yards  m  their  lel^  withwjt  seeing  any  personi; 
bi|t,  advancing  half  a  mile  further,  4hey  perceived  a 
number. of  armed  men,  ,%jm  sixty  to  eighty;  and 
were  tpld  they  were  resolved  to  oppose  their  passage^ 
unless  their  comradeis,  taken  the  night  before,  were 
released,  r^  The  p^ople^wlio  attended  them  on.jLhe  part 
of  W«IJislit  ISfichM,  thifeir  «s<iort,!consi^lered  this 
as  an  insult,  and  advised  Mr*  Bruce  by  JiU  means  to 
turn  to  t^he  leftj  to  ^^nothi^r  vill^^jimniediately  jmder 
.^btf  hill,  iOn  which  lihe  house  of  WeHeta  Michael, 
mothi^r  to  WeUeta  ^Gabriel,  their  governor,  was 
situat<^d';  as  they  should  find  sufficient  assistance  to 
forqe  these  opponents  .to  reason.  They  accordingly 
tqrned  to  the  left,  and  marching  though  thick  bdshes, 
came  to  the  top  of  the  hill  above  the  village,  in  sight 
of  the '^4)vernor's  .bouse,  just  ^ts  about  twenty  men  of 
%Ni]|y'%^^rly  i'^c^  ^be  bottom  of"  ii  Th« 
governor's  servants  told  them,  that  now  was  the  time, 
if  they  advaoced,  to       upo»i  th^m^  in  ^hjch  case 


p 


they  would  instantly  disperse,  or  else  they  would  cut 
tbetiV  off  from  the  wllage.  But  Mp^  Bm^e  could  not 
*  enter  into  the  force  of  this  reasoning",  and  therefore 
called  to  the  twenty  men  to  stop  where  they  were,  arid 
Mud  only  one  of  their  company  to  him ;  however, 
upon  their  not  paying  any  attention,  he  ordered 
Yasine  to  fire  a  large  blunderbuss  over  their  heads, 
whereupon  they  all  fled.  A  number  of  people  now 
flocked  to  our  travellers  from  other  villages;  indeed 
Mr.  Bruce  imagined  that  some  who  had  appeared 
ag^ainst  hktt^&iri^'iiff€*^#«f^  afti  j^lwefl  hittdmpiatty. 
About  half  an  hour  after,  a  party  came  from  the  gb- 
veruor's  house  with  twenty  lances  and  shields^,  and 
six  fire-locks,  and  presently  th^'wlidfe  #ift^^^^^ 
persed.  It  was  about  ten  o'clock  when,  under  their 
escort,  they  arrived  at  the  town  of  Sire,  and  pitched 
their  tent  in  a  strong  situation,  in  a  very  deep  gulley 
on  the  west  extremity  of  the  town. 

Sire  is  situated  on  the  brink  of  a  very  steep,  nar- 
row valley :  and  through  this  lies  the  road,  which  is 
altnost  impassable.  Iii  the  niidilt  this  valley  runsli 
brook  bordered  with  palm-trees,  some  of  which  are 
grown  to  a  considerable  size,  but  bear  no  fruit ;  they ' 
^©jpetfee^ltstth^io^^  lta#*€dtt  iti  Abyssinia* 

This  town  is  larger  than  that  of  Axum,  in  the  form 
qf.  a  half*mpQQ,  fronting  the  plaiuji  but  the  greatest 
ifea^lGr  %  M  tlie  west  end  ;  all  the  b&ttteis%Tre 
]4>vit  aud  tibli^tchtd ;  the  roofs  are  in  form  of  a  cone; 
as  indeed,  are  all  in  Abyssinia.  Sire  is  famous  for  a 
manufacture  of=  coarse  cotton  cloths,  which  pass  for 
C(irrent  money  through  all  the  province  of  Tigre,  and 
are  valued  at  a  drachm,  the  tenth  part  of  a  wakea  of 
gold,  or  near  the  value  of  an  imperial  dollar  each: 
meir  briBadth  is  a  jwd  n:  ^mfmr.  Besides  theife 
beads,  needleSj  cohol^  and  incense  at  times  only,  are 
considered  as  mone^.  Its  articles  depend  greatly  on 
chance,  which  of  tIreStfe  artitjfes,  or  whether  any  are 
current  for  the  time  or  not ;  but  the  latter  is  often  not 
demanded  I  and,  for  the  first,  there  ^r^  piiodes  and 

.  fashions 
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f«$|ifoti$  among  these  barbarians;  and  all^  except  those 
of  a  certain  colour  atifd  ,  fom^yfifte  useless.  These 
people  were  not  of  a  humour  to  buy  and  sell  with  our 
travellers.  They  were  not  perfectly  satisfied  that 
Michael  was  alive,  and  waited ^only  a  (i&nfiifitoattoit  of 
the  news  of  his  defeat,  to  make  their  own  terms -with 
all  strangers  unfortunate  enough  to  fall  into  their 

Although  Sire  is  situated  in  one  of  the  finest  coun- 
tries in  the  world^  like  other  places  it  has  incon- 
veniences. [  !Bu%0  fevei«j  the  very  worst  kind, 
and  almost  constant  here;  anxi  at  thi$  timetWe  pre-^ 
vailed  a^species  of  these  that  swept  away  a  number  of 
pa^i^e  d^^^^  Jfiiere  Mr.  Bruce  heard  the  good  , news 
that  Bas  Michael,  on  the  lOth  of  this  month,  had 
come  up  with  Fasil  at  Fagitta,  and  entirely  dispersed 
his  army,  after  killing  10,000  men.  This  accounti 
though  not  confirmed  by  any  authorityj  ithtle^ ^11  f ha 
mutmpus  of  this  province  with  awe  j  and  every  man 
returned  to  his  ^uty  for  fear  of  incurring  his  dis- 

On  the  24th,  at  seven  o'clock  IH  thfe  i|t01Ptt^g^  mt 
travellers  struck  their  tent  at  Bif  e,  and  passed  through 
a  vast  plain.  At  foitr  they  alighted  at  Maisbinni,  at 
the  bottom  of  a  high,  steep,  bare  cliff  of  red  marble, 
bordering  on  purple,  and  very  hard.  Behind  this  is 
the  small  village  of  Maisbinni  j  and,  on  the  south, 
another  still  higher  hill,  whose  top  runs  lA -ati  evetl 
ridge,  like  a  wall.  At  the  bottom  of  this  cliff,  where 
the  tent  was  pitched,  rises  the  small  rivulet  Maisbiltini, 
which,  getitteand  qiiiet  as  it  tben  was,  runs  very  vio- 
lently in  winter,  first  north,  from  its  source,  and  then 
winding  to  S.  W.  it  falls  in  several  cataracts,  jiear  a 
hundred  ht%  M0,  intoa  fifttt^W  Vdlley^^Wg^^ 
it  nnakes  its  way  into  the  Tacazze.  Msiisbtttm  it  re^ 
iparkable  for  wild  and  rude  beauties. 

"The  next  day,  at  seven  in  the  morning,  leaving 
Maisbinni,  they  pursued  their  road,  shaded  with  trees 
of  inany  diferent  kind*.   At  half  an  kmr  after  eight 

they 


thisiy  pai^slEftt  the  riv'fer,  which 'at  this  place  run^  west. 
At  ten  they  r^fe#iW  k  large  plain/ ciallM  DagA^ 
sfii^ba;'a  hill  in  foi^tti  of  a  cone  stood  single  aboat 
two  wiles  ilbrth  frona  them  ;  a  thin  struggling  v^otid 
was  td  tfre*S^E.j  and  the  water,  rising  in  a  sponger, 
b^ggy,  and  dif tSf  gFttttttd;^^!^^^  mibmm^mfMM^ 

Da^ashaha  is  a  bleak  and  disagreeable  quaft^V; 
tdkirig  their  dtiparturis  from  it,  they  came  inlmediatery 
itt 'sight  of  the  high  mountains  of  Samen,  where  La- 
mMj^OD,  one  of  that  ridge,  is  by  much  the  most  coii- 
sptirucffiSf^  attid  t¥6¥tb%1ie»  the  passages,  or  high  roa^, 
to  ©btidar.  They  observed  no  villages  this  day  frotn 
M^iisbiimi  to  Bagashaha ;  nor  did  they  disc^rn^  in  th;e 
fai!fe  of  tii#  coutt^^^  a6^  signs  t)f«irftttfi^  0tti^ 
g^e^t  population,  being*  vifpi^i  thi^  frontieni  bf  t^o 
pVoViri^es  which  had  for  many  years  been  at  war.  ' 

They  left  this  station  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  26th,  and  passed  the  solitary  village  Adega^ 
thl^ee  niil^^  oh  their  left,  the  only  one  they  had  seen. 
At  eight  they  came  to  the  brink  of  a  prodigious  val- 
ley, in  the  bottom  of  which  runs  tlis  ^racazize,  nesctto 
the  Nile,  the  largest  river  in  Upper  Abyssinia.  It  has 
three  isprfrig  heads  or  sources^  like  the  Nile  ^  near  it 
kii^^stiratrfilk^^^ 

At  half-past  eight  they  began  a  gradual  destertt,  at 
fii-st  Easily  enough,  till  they  crossed  the  smalt  brobk 
<jafili^d  Maitemq'uet,  or,  th«  W^tcr  of  Baptism.  Ith^f 


winding  along  th6'  side  of  the  mountain,  all  shaded 
witli  lofty  timber-trees  of  great  beauty.  About  tht'ee 
Mies  further  they  came  to  tht  fd^gie  of^  the  streaM  at 
ther  principal  ford  of  th6  Tacaize,  which  is  very  fiVni 
aiid  good  j  the  bottom  consists  of  small  pebbles.  With* 
btA  eifh^  sand  or  krgfe  ista^ftes*  Tfi^  fft^r^iW^ 
this  time  was  full  2t)0  yards  &i'bad,  the  water  perfectly 


dee^,    1* fitf  battk^  of  ih3| 


pidly  in  a  narrow  path 


about  three 


high  and  straight  trees,  that  seemed  to  have  gained' 
additional  strength  from  having  o^^*  r^Mad'  th^ 
violence  of  the  river.  Few  of  these  ever  lose  their 
leaves.  But  are  either  covered  with  fruiti  flower,  or 
foliage,  the  whole  year;  indeed,  ab^ndititly  with  all 
three  during  the  six  months  of  fair  Weather.  Beautt^ 
fill  and  pleasant,  however,  as  this  river  i%  like  ev6ry 
Itting  created,  it  has  itg  disadyantages.  l^i^tiiNil^ 
falling  of  the  first  rains  tti  ll^irch  to  November,  it  in 
death  to  sleep  in  the  country  adjorning  to  it,  both 
within  and  without  its  banks  ;  the  whole  inhabitants 
retii^e  itt  Villages  on  liie  lop  of  ti6  4letg^1lboitl!9A^^^^ 
'  mountains ;  and  these  are  all  robbers  and  assassiins, 
who  descend  from  their  habitations  on  the  heights  to 
liein  wailrfoi^^  Md  plunder,  tfce  liiiVell^' that  pass. 

The  plenty  of  fishin  this  river  occasions  moreibanaii . 
ordinary  nubber  of  <?rocodiles  to  resort  hither.  These 
mr^  lid  danng  ani4^fless,  that  wtieti  thedver  swells, 
150  as  to  be  p^ttiblig  only  '  by  people*'  upon  rafts, 
or  skins  blown  up  with  wind,  they  are  frequently 
carried  off  by  these  voracious  and  vigilant  animals* 
There  are  also  many  hippopotami,  which  here  arc 
called  Gomari.  There  are  also' vast  multitudes  of  lions 
and  hyaenas  in  all  these  thickets/  iThis  river  is  the 
b<fiitidary  of  the  ^iriiifei^  tif 

travellers  now  entered  that -of '  Samen,  which  was 
hostile  io  them^  being  commanded  by  Ayto  Te&ifotf 
who,  ^Ince  the  murder  of  Joas,.had  never  t^il 
his  arms,  or  acknowledged  his  neighbour,,  lit^l^ 
as  Ras,  or  the  kings  of  his  making  as  his  sovereigns. 
He  had  remained  on  the  top  of  a  high  rock  called  the 
Jms^Mtn^9  abdut  eight  miles  from  the  ford*  Wor 
these  reasons,  as  well  as  that  it  was  the  most  agreeable 
spot  our  travellers  had  ever  yet  seen,  they  left  their 
stoiloli  m  ^e  ^koAsist^  ft#at  f^ect.  * 
On  the  27th,  a  little  past  six  in  the  morning,  they 
continued  some  short  way  alpng^  the  river's  sidle^  and 
mBi$M  f  rtg««#ha,  a  ismafl:  tirat^  jiiij^  mM^  ptam 
iirb&^%  ^;)r^^  ^ftet  fl^  shdii  .saraip^  thil^^  a  deep 

a »  valley. 
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Valley,  joins,  me  ^^lLd3LtL^.  At  half  past  seven  they 
left  the  river,  and  began  to  ascend  th6  jcn^untams, 
which  form  the  south  side  of  the  valley,  or  banks  of 
that  river.  The  path  is  narrow,  vi^inds  as  much,  and 
h  as  steep  a'sthe  other,  but  not  so  woody.  At  half 
past  eight  they  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  mountain  ; 
and,  at  half  past  nine,  halted  at  Tabulaque,  having 
0t  the  |ta**igid  atoon  g  r uin#dl  tillia|f6iS,  th#  tooriti** 
tnents  of  Michael's  cruelty  or  justice.  .They  saw  se- 
veral people  feeding  cattle  on  the  plain,  and  they 
again  opened  a  market  for  flour  and  other  provisions, 
which  they  procured  in  barter  for  sohol^  incense,  and 
beads.  None  but  the  young  women  appeared'.  They 
were  of  a  lighter  colour,  taller,  and,  in  general,  more 
beautiful,  than  t^ip^e  at  Kella:  Their  nmM  Mema 
flatter  than  those  of  the  Abyssinians  whom  our  tra- 
vellers had  yet  seen.  They  were  inclined  to  be 
very  hard  itiMEiit  b^rifitlttS  feut  those  of  one  kind,  in 
which  they  were  most  reasonable  and  liberal.  They 
all  agreed,  that  these  favours  ought  to  be  given,  and  n^t 
s6ld,  sikd  th^^^  all  coyness  Brtd  feburtship  wWs?  but  lo^ 
of  time,  which  might  always  be  employed  better  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both.  These  people  are  less^ay 
tlictri  those  at  Kella,  and  their  conversation  mdr6 
rough  and  peremptory. 

Oiir  travellers^  tent  was  pitched  at  tl]ie  head  of  In* 
gerohha,  on  the  north  of  the  plain  of  Tkbulaque. 
This  river  ^ises  amort g  the  ri>cks  M  th^  bottom  of  a 
little  eminence,  in  a  small  stream,  which,  from  its 
source,  runs  very  swiftly,  and  the  water  is,warm^ 

rains,  it  b^icaiiifej  bol,,'  aiid:  ^SuJofeBij   It  ii?«i'ii£lEJ|^ 

. ;  Oirtbe  28th,  neat  sei^fen  in  the  morning,  they  con- 
tinue their  journey  ;  and  saw  the  small  village  Mote- 
cha,  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  half  a  mile  south 
of  thent.  At  eight  they  crossed  the  river  Aira;  audi 
at  half  past  eight,  the  river  Tabul,  the  boundary  of 
the  di«tm      Tabulaqti^  tbickljf  covered  with  wood. 
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and  especially  a  sort  of  cane,  or  bamboo,  solid  within,  , 
caMed  there  Shemaie,  which  is  used  in  making  shafts 
for  javelins,  or  light  darts  thrown  from  the  har^d, 
either  on^botor  on  horseback,  in  hqnting  or  in  war.., 
They  alighted  m  the  side  of  At^iiernBsa,  mtfier  a 
small  stream,  and  which  had*  now  ceased  running, , 
but  which  gives  the  name  to^  the  district  through 
ii^ii^thiy         passing.  Itsmtfei?  %  muddy 
tfifled^  and  falls  into  the  Tftcazjzl,  at  do  aU  llt^^ 
rivers  they  had  yet  passed. 

^The  next  day,  at  six  o^clock  in  the  morning,  they 
ftra^^ded'tlif^tiglt  woods  of  trees,  quite 
overgrown,  and  covered  with  wild  oats,  reeds,  and 
long  |:rass,  so  that  it  was  very*  difficult  to  find  a  path 
tliraugli  tbenti:  Aftfeifti^elliitg^^l^iig' t^^  edge  of  a 
hill,  with  the  river  on  their  left,  they  crossed  it :  it  is 
called  the  Bowiha,  and  is  the  largest  they,  had  Hiely 
seen.  At  nine  they  encamped  upon  the  smalt-fiver 
Angaria  that  gives  its  me  to  a  di^dct  which  begins 
at  the  Bowiha,  where  Anderassa  ends.  The  river 
Angaria  is  much  smaller  than  the  Bowiha,  it  rises  to  the 
westward  in  a  plain  neaf  |k^&fi|eli$g;la  ;  after  running 
half  a  mile,  it  falls  down  a  steep  precipice  into  a  val- 
ley; then  turns  to  the  N.  E.  and,  after  a  course  of  two, 
miles  arid  ti  hjilf  jfaMlier,  joins  the  BdWiha  ItMlfe 
above  the  ford.  - 

The  small  village  Angari  lies  about  two  miles 
S,  S.  m  the  top  of  a  hill.  Mmm^  wM^b  seetiis 
a  large  town  formed  by  a  collection  of  mmf  villages, 
is  six  miles  south,  pleasantly  situated  a^fnong  a  variety 
of  mountains,all  of  different  and  extraordinary  shapes; 
some  are  straight  like  columns,  and  some  sharp  in 
the  point,  and  broad  in  the  base,  like  pyramids  and 
obelisks,  and  some  like  cones.  All  these,  for  the 
most  part  ihaecessibte,  ttnles*  with  >  pain  aMidiangei^ 
to  those  that  know  the  paths,  are  places  of  refuge  and 
safety  ip  time  of  war,  and  are  agreeably  separated 
ffi>tB  ;^fc  t)ther  by,  stnalK  plains  producing  graint. 
i^m^  i^f  i^m^i  however,  have  at  the  top  water  and 

2b  ^     >  small 
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small  flats  that  can  be  sown,  slifiicient  to  mai^t^tl^  m 
number  of  men,  itidependent  of  what  is  doittgl>eJow 
them.  Hauza  signifies  delight  or  pleasure^  and, 
probably,  such  a  situation  of  the  country  has  given 
^ftame  to  it.  It  k^hifefly  inhabited  by  Mi^horae- 
tan  meichants,  is  the  entrepot  between  Masuah  and 
(Sondar,  and  there  are  here  people  of  very  consid?ar* 
abia  sirbstiiiife^.  .      ^  '     t  ^ 

This  place  the  company  left  at, seven  in  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  SOtli,  keeping  along  the  side  of  the  river. 
Xb^  thta  iii^cfeiifded  ^  big^hi  ^dV^fi^d  with  grass 
itod  trees,  through  a  f Igf  j^^llp^i^it  and  steep  road  ;  at 
the  end  of  which  they  came  to  a  small  and  agreeable 
plain,  with,  pleasant  hills  on  each  side,  called  Montese- 
gla*  At  half  past  savetttligjr  #ei^'^  to 
three  villages  of  the  same  name,  two  to  the  right 
and  or)e  on  the  left,  about  half  a  mile  distance.  At 
lialf  past  nine  (hey  passed  a  i^ltiE}1l4$Ef*V^ftUed  Ba^^ 
coy,  which  serves  as  the  boundary  between  Addergey 
and  this  small  district  Montesegla.  At  a  .quarter  past 
^  ten,  they  eiicampie^dat  Addergey,  near  a  #QnalI  rivulet 
c»lied  Mai-Lumi,  th&t|f4r  of  limes,  or  lemons,  in  a 
plain  scarcely  a  mile  square/ surrounded  on  each  side 
with  very  thick  wood  in  form  of  an  amphitheatre. 
Above  this  wood  are  bare,  rugged,  and  barren  moun* 
tains.  Midway  in  the  cliff  is  a  miserable  village,  that 
seems  rather  to  hang  than  to  stand  there,  scarcely  a 
yaird  of  level  gto&nl  being  before  it  to  hhidt^  lt$ 
habitants  from  falling  down  the  precipice.  The  Wood 
is  full  pf  lemons  and  wild  citrons,  from  which  H  ^c- 
qiiirel^ft^  tiai^e.  B^br^  the  tent,  to  thi^'  W0jit1«^lEird| 
^as  a  very  deep  valley,  which  terminated  this  little 
pls^ini  ill  a  tremendous  precipice.  The  river  Mai^ 
JpiQmi,  rising  above  the  village,  falls  into  the  wood» 
»nd  there  it  divides  itself  into  two  j  one  branch  sun^ 
rounds  the  north  of  the  plain^  the  other  the  south,  and 
falls  down  a  rock  on  each  side  of  the  valley,  where 
tli«y  unite,  and#j^f£^|r|#V|ti|^  mm  #lipi|Lia  ^m%m  ^ 
a.  n^ile  fiirtberf  am  pmeipitate^^  Mu  a  imiarftiit  150 
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feet  tiigby  and  riiiY  111  ^  €tr^c^%n  sdttt'h^weiii  itilo  tlm 
Tacazze.  This  river  was  now  but  small,  althoUg^h  it 
is  violent'in  winter ;  be;|^on4  this  vallej  sife  five  hills; 

tike  top  of  each  ifi  k  Vfll^^e,  *I^he  Sfcnttnt  resides 
ilT^thftY  OQe  that  is  in  the  middle.  He  g^ave  our  travel- 
lers seemingly  a  hearty  welcome^  but  had  malicein  his 
heart  against  them  ;  and  only  wanted  to  know  for  cer- 
taii>ty if  it%Was  a  proper  time  to  gmti£f  his  avarice.  A 
report  was  spread  about,  with  great  confidence,  that 
Ras  Michael  had  been  defeated  byFasil,  thatGon-" 
dar  had  refeelle^l^  saili  Woggora  #15^^11  itt  ilt^* 
that  it  was  cert^ia  loSS  of  life  to  attempithe  passnge 
of  Lamalmon.  : 
\  The  hysenas  this  night  devoured  one  of  the  best  of 
our  kmvellers'  mules.  They  are  here  in  great  plenty, 
Hirid  so  are  lions ;  the  roaring  and  grumbling  of  the  lat?. 
i^t$  in.tlie  part  of  the  wood  nearest  their  tent,  greatly 
di§turb^#i^r  beasts,  and  prevented  them  from  eatr 
ing  their  provender.  But  they  were  still  more  incom- 
moded by  a  smaller  animal,.a  large  black  ant,  little 
iess  thafi'ati  itieh  long,  whichrCoitifrtg  ool^  frtf^^^ 
the  ground,  demolished  their  carpets,  which  they  cut 
sill  into  shreds^  and  part  of  the  lining  of  the  tent 
Irkewise,  and  every  bag  or  sack  they  could  find^ 
These  they  had  ftnit  seen  in  great  numbers  at  Angfori  f 
but  here  they  were  intolerable.  Their,  bite  causes  a 
considerable  inflammation,  and  the  pain  is  greater 
thair  IhM  whieh  i^es  froto  the  lntfet^r^  SM^drpiettj 
they  are  called  Gundan. 

On  the  1st  of  February  the  Shum  sent  his  people  to 
vdlie,  a»  he^^^  that  they  might 

pay  custom,  ,  Mr.  Bruce  humoured  them  so  far  as  tp 
open  the  csises  where  were  the  telescopes  and  quad- 
rant j  and  they  could  only  wonder  at  things  such  as 
they  had  never  before  $een* 

On  the  2d  the  Shum  came  himself,  and  a  violent 
altercation  ensued.  He  insisted  upon  MichaeFs  de- 
feat ;  Mr.  Bruc6t»ld  him  Mjat  the  contrary  wHjithefacl& 
aiid  hita  to  bew^*re  left  it  shoiild  bi^toW  to  the 

Eas 
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Ras  iipon  Ms  TBtarti  that  he  had  propagated  snch*l  * 
falsehood.  After  some  violent  words  he  held  a  con- 
sultation with  his  people  for  about  half  an  hour,  after 
which  he  came  in  again,  seemingly  quite  another  ' 
Wao^aiiA ^^id 'fe^  would  dispatch  the  travelletii^mi  the 
morrow,  and  send  them  that  evening  some  provisions. 
As  he  softened  his  tone,  so  did  Mr.  Bruce  hi$.  He 
^afS  hitiir^.'  si*riiil  present,  and  the  Shum  went  awltf 
repeating  his  promises.  But  all  that  evening  passed 
Mritbout  provision,  and  all  next  day  without  his  com- 

Ort  ihe  4lh  of  February  they  left  Addergey  :  hun-  " 
ger  pressing  them,  they  were  prepared  to  do  it  ear- 
lier, and  for  this  they  ha^  been  up  since  five  iti  the 
morning  ;  but  their  loss  of  a  mule  obliged  them,  when 
tluey  packed  up  their  tent,  to  arrange  their  baggage 
differently.  While  employed  in  making  ready  for 
their  departure^  whi^h  Jj^as  jtttt  apf^tbi  da^  of  day, 
a  hysena,  unseen  by  any,  fastened  upon  one  of  Ya- 
sine's  assei^  and  had  almost  pulled  his  tail  away,  A 
boy,  w^o  ii?^  Seff^Btto 

'  atfd^WfeW  to  Mr.  Bruce's  musket.    Yasine  was  dis- 
joining the  poles  of  the  tent,  audj,  having  que  half  of 
the  largest  in  his  hand,  he  ran  tti  ttit  ^Sti^^^ 
asV^nd  at  that  moment  the  musfefel-WB^.:^^^  luckily 

^charged  with  one  ball,  which  gave  Yasine  a  flesh 
wound  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  his  left 
fiAhd^    Whe  bdy  TftSt^htly  thrfew  down  the  musket, 
which  had  terrified  the  hysena,  and  made  him  let  go 
the  ass  J  but  he  stood  ready  to  tight  Yasine,  who,  not 
amusing  himsdf  ^\th  thiB  ^^hoitffr  tdf  ^eiipoii^,  gave 
him  so  rude  a  blow  with  a  tent-pole  upon  his  head,  that 
it  felled  him  to  the  ground;  others^  with  pikes,  put 
an  end  to  his  life.    Yasine^s  wound         :tei^ti  td^^ ^te^ 
trifle;  but  that  of  the  poor  ass  was  v«ry severe.  !  The 
sturnpremained,  the  tail  hanging  by  apiece  of  it,  which 
they  were  obliged  to  cut  ofl\,  The  n-ext  operation  waf 
«10^pV^I  buti^  as  they  had  'made  no  bread  % 
|>real#^         ^re-had  been  early  m.   They,  there- 


fore,  were  obliged  to  tie  the  stump  round  with  whip- 
€dfrd,  till  llrey  maM  g^t  fira^hdugh  tii  ttiBat  an  iron. 

They  continued  their  journey  along  the  side  of  a 
/hill,  through  thick  woad  and  high  grass  j  then  tide-' 
sicended  intda  Stfeep,  narrow  i^lley^  theirfcfesl^  vvh^ 
had  been  shaded  with  high  trees,  but  in  burning  the 
grass  the  treeji  were  consumed  likewise ;  and  the 
shoots  from  the  roots  were  some  of  ili^tri  above  eight 
feet  high  since  the  tree  had  thus  suffered  that  same 
year.  The  river  Angueah  runs  through  the  middle  of 
this  valley;  after  receiving  the  small  streams,  be- 
fore mentioned^  it  makes  its  waif  to  th^  Tacaz?i^ 
It  is  a  very  clear  svfifl-ninmnf  rif isometbittg  \gm 
than  the  Bowiha. 

"W^^n  they  had  jusf  t^cWt  river-side,  they 
saw  the  Shorn  comitig^  fr^tti  tte  ti^ht  hand  across 
them.  There  were  nine  horsemen  in  all,  and  four- 
teen or  fifteen  beggarly  footmen.  He  had  a  wellf 
dressed  young  man  going  before  him  carrying  his  gnftf 
andhadonly  awhipinhisown  hand  ;  the  rest  had  lances 
in  theirs  J  but  none  of  the  horsemen  had  shields.  It 
^Si^  uflif  erssailf  agreedi^  th«i*tisli^  s*re##d  t^  he^  p^t^f 
setfor  them,  and  that  he  probably  had  others  before 
appointed  to  join  him.  Upon  the  first  appearance, 
o^ir^^mtellefs  had  stopped  on  this  side  df  the  titer  ; 
but  Welleta  M ichaeFs  men,  who  were  to'  accompany 
them  to  Lamalmon,  and  Janni*s  servant^  told  them  to 
cross  the  river,  and  make  what  speed  they  could,  as 
the  Shum's  g^b^i^rnment  ended  on  this  side. 

Mr.  Bruce  got  immediately  upon  horseback  j  and 
as  soon  as  they  observed  them  drive  their  beasts  into 
"  the  river,  one  of  their  horseiDen  i^amie  galloping  up, 
while  the  others  continued  at  a  smart  walk.  When 
the  horseman  was  within  twenty  yards'  distance  of 
them,  Mr.  Bruce  called  txpbti  him  to  stop  j  and,  as 
he  valued  his  life,  not  to  approach  nearer.  On  this  he 
made  no  difficulty  to  obey,  but  seemed  rather  inclined 
to  turn  back.  After  much  altercation,  it  was  agreed^ 


Convetsation  of  the  Shuia  with  Mt,  Bruce; 


that  the  Shum,  and  his  son  with  the  gun,  should  pass 
the  river. 

The  Shum  complained  violently  that  they  had  left 
Addergey  without  his  leave,  and  now  were  attacking 
him  in  hfe  own  g^ovemitifefit  npm  tht  M^h  rdftd.  He 
said  that  two  ounces  of  gold  were  what  his  dues  had 
bean  rated  at^and  he  would  either  have  that,  or  follow 

you  intend  to  follow  us,  apparently  with  a  design 
to  do  us  some  harm.  Now,  we  are  going  to  Debra 
Toon,  and  you  are  going  thither.  If  you  choose  to  go 
i#|th  tts,  you  may  in  all  honour  and  safety ;  but  your^ 
servants  shall  not  be  allowed  to  join  you,  nor  you  join 
them  ;  and  if  they  but  attempt  to  do  us  harm,  we 
WiH>      Cfeftwn  ©ttfselv^^  On  you.  There  is 

apiece  of  ordnance,''  continued  he,  shewing  him  a 
large  bhmderbuss,  "  a  cannon,  that  will  sweep  fift^ 
such  fellows  as  you  to  eternity  in  a  niomeirti/ 
tttlill  take  ^arfe  of  them,  and  we  shall  take  care  of 
you  :  but  join  you  they  shall  not  till  we  are  at  Debra 
Toon."  The  young  man  that  carried  the  gun,  the 
ease  of  which  had  never  been  off,  desired  leave  ta 
speak  with  his  father,'  as  they  now  began  to  look  upon 
themselves  as  prisoners.  The  conversation  lasted 
lattioift  five  toittiit^  j  it  tfee  Sltoiflil  tsigtidy^^N^ 

would  make  a  proposal  : — Since  Mr.  Bruce  had  no 
merchandise,  and  vvas  going  to  E.as  Michaeli  he  would 
accept  of  the  red  cloth,  its  value  being  about  a  crown, 
provided  they  swore  to  make  no  complai^nt  of  him  at 
Gondar,  nor  speak  of  what  had  happened  at  Debra 
Toon  ;  while  he  likewise  would  swear,  after  having 
joined  ji€¥¥iiiits,  that  he  would  not  again  pass  that 
river.  Peace  was  concluded  upon  these  terms.  Mr. 
.Bruce  gave  him  a  piece  of  red  Surat  cotton  cloth,  and 
addidii^otiia  cohdl^^  bMdi  f^i'' ^w^ri^ 

He  gave  to  the  young  man  that  carried  the  gun  two 
striiigs  of  bugles  to  adorn  his  legs,  for  which  he  seem- 
ed #6l}Jerfully  gri^fiil  .  The  BhwrnlttjeB*^^ 
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with  a  yery  placid  coqnten^nce  ;  his  horsemen  joined 
hi  til  in  tEie  middle  of  the  sfream,  and  away  they  went 
soberly  lligelher.     ^  . 
^  *  Hauza  was  from  this  place  S.  E.  eig-ht  miles  dis- 
tant.   Its  mountains,  of  so  many  uncommon  forms, 
had  a  very  romantic  appearance.  At  one  o'clock  they 
alighted  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  highest,  called  De- 
bra  Toon,  about  half  way  between  the  mountain  and 
village  of  th^t  mme,  which  was  oifthfe  mdB  of  ihfe 
hill  about  a  mile  N.  W.    Still  further  to  the  N.  W. 
is  a  desert  hilly  district^  called  Adebarea,  the  coun- 
try of  the  tfev^k,  as  limmgiitm  neighboapfeo^^^^^^ 
Shangalla,  the  wholt  e^untiry  between  being^ 
and  uninhabited. 

The  mountains  of  Waldubba,'  resettiblln^  those  of 
' Adebared,  lay  north  al^out  four  or  five  miles^  WftMtib- 
ba,  which  signifies  the  Valley  of  the  Hyaena,  is  a  ter- 
ritory entirely  inhabited  by  the  monks,  who,  for  mor- 
tification's sake,  have  retired  to  this  unwholejiOrnaei 
hot,  and  dangerous  country,  voluntarily  to  spend 
their  lives  in  penitence  and  prayer.  This,  too,  is  the 
only  retreaf^of  grtaf  mm  m  disgraee  or  tn  disgust/ 
These  first  shave  their  hair,  and  put  on  a  cowl  like 
the  monts,  renouncing  the  world  for  splitude,  and 
taking  *0tiir«.jiw|ite^^^  they  re^ofter  to  fcee]^  tio  lofrger 
IhaB  exigett^iei  feq^lpe  j  ^ftist^  #litch  they  return  to 
the  world  again,  leaving  their  cowl  and  sanctity  in 
Waldubba.  The  monks  are  held  in  great  veneration  ; 
are  believed  by  mia^y  tti  tmm  the  gift  of  propheey, 
and  some  of  tHem  to  work  miracles ;  and  are  very 
active  instruments  to  stir  up  the  people  in  time  of 
trouble.  * 

Violent  fevers  perpetually  reign  there.  The  inha- 
bitants are  all  of  the  colour  of  a  corpse ;  and  their 
neighbours,  the  Shaitg^^tk,  by  eofii^tattt'im^a^^ 
stroy  many  of  them,  though  lately  they  have  been 
stopped,  as  tbey'saj,  by  the  prayers  of  the  monks  : 
but  the  i^l^l  €iaii^^  which  has  greatly 
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Adamara — Tchober— Shahagaanah. 

reduced  the  strength  and  number  of  the  Shangallay 
and  extinguished,  to  a  man,  whole  triberijf  tWro# 

The  water  is  both  scal'iJe  and  bad  lat  l^^efem 
there  being  but  one  spring*^  or  fountain  ;  and  it  was  ex- 
,ceed[ingly  ill  tasted.  Our  travellers  did  not  intend  to 
Iil#^lM^^:s^^^^^^      but,  having  sent  a  servant  to  Hau- 
za  to  buy  a  mule  in  room  of  that  which  the  hyaena  had 
eaten,  they  were  afraid  to  leave  their  man,  who  was  not 
yet  cottte  mrwa^d^  lii&t  Ite  iltcM^MMl  it^  with  tto  ^htitn 
of  Addergey,  who  might  stop  the  mule  for  arrears  of 
customs.    They  departed^  however,  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  mornmg^^  dfthe^       md  ieAt»6  i&  tfifr  6d^ge  of  a& 
deep  valley  bordered  with  wood,  the  descent  of  which 
h  very  steep.    The  Anzo^  large  and  more  raipid  than 
tibB  ji^njgluMh  i*titis  throti^h  tht  niMdfe  of  this^iilley ; 
It&  ii^  ls  full  of  large  smooth  stones,  and  the  sides 
composed  of  hard  rock,  and  difficult  to  descend  ;  the 
stream  is  equally  clear  and  rapid  with  the  other.  They 
ascended  the  valley  on  the  other  side,  through  the 
most  difficult  road  they  had  met  with  since  that  of  the . 
valley  of  Sire.    At  ten  the^  found  themselves  in  the 
middle  of  three  vilbg^fe^  tw<»%  the  nght,  aiid  im^oii 
the  left,  called  Adamara,  from  Adama  a  m9nntain, 
on  the  east  side,  of  which  is  Tchober,  At  eleven  they 
MtBmp^d  nt  ihei  %tt  bf  iltie  tii^m       Adatndr,  111  ft 
small  piece  of  level  ground,  after  passing  a  pleasant 
wood  of  no  considerable  extent.  AdaiD^n  in  Ambaric, 
signifies  pleasant  j  and  nothing  eatfi      lii^re  Wildl|: 
so  than  the  view  from  this  st^ion.    Tchober  is  close 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  surrounded  on  every  side, 
except  the  north,  by  a  deep  valley  covered  with  wood. 
On  the  other  side  of  this  valley  are  the  broken  bills 
which  constitute  the  rugged  banks  of  the  Anzo.  On 
the  point  of  one  of  these,  most  extravagantly  shaped, 
is  the  tillage  Shahagaanah,  projecting  as  it%#iare  over 
the  river ;  and,  behind  these,  the  irregular  and  broken 
mountains  of  Salent  appear,  especially  those  around 

iB^jsisa^  itt        mimt  %rppean  mount^iir  r 
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wear  :  and  still  higher,  above  these/  is  the  long  ridge 
of  Samen,  which  run  along  in  an  even  .stretch  till 
they  are  interrupted  by  the  high  conical  top  t}f  lia* 
tjialmon,  reaching  above  the  clouds,  and  reckoned  to 
be  the  highest  hill  in  Abyssinia,  over  the  steepest, 
part  of  which,  by  soniig^  itYtkttbwti  fetality,  the  Iditil 
of  all  caravans  to  Gondar  must  lie. 

As  soon  as  they  passed  the  Anzo,  immediately  on 
their  right  was  that  part  of  Wftldubba,  full  of  deep 
valleys  and  woods,  in  wbictl  the  tnonks  used  to  hide 
themselves  from  the  Incursions  of  the  Shangalla. 
Ahove  this  is  Adamara,  where  the  Mahometans  have 
considerable  villages;  and,  by  their  populousness  and 
strength,  have  greatly  added  to  the  safety  of  the 
monks.  Still  higher  than  these  villages  is  Tchober, 
where  our  travellers  now  encamped. 

On  the  left  hand,  after  passing  the  Anzo,  all  is  Sba^ha- 
gaanah,  till  you  cobe  to  the  river  Zarima.  It  extends 
in  an  mkt  and  W6»t  direction  almost  parallel  to  the 
mountains  of  Samen,  and  in  this  territory  are  several 
considerable  villages  j  the  people  are  inucli  ad_dict^d 
td  rolibery,  and  i^Mli'i»f  JW  wtlitJh  titey  wer6  eii^ 
gaged  at  this  time.  'Above  Salent  is  Abbergale,  and 
above  that;  Tamben,  which  is  one  of  the  principal 
provlnees  m  Tigre,  commanded  at  that  time  by  Kefla 
xasous,  an  officer  ttf  the  ^tt^l^  mmt  and  repnla^ 
tion  in  the  Abyssinian  army. 

At  six  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  they  left  Tchober^ 
«£tiii  p^««ed  s  ivood  on  the  side  of  the  ikiountain.  At 
a  quarter  past  eight  they  crossed  the  river  Zarima,  a 
clear  stream  running  over  4  bottom  of  stones.  It  is 
^Mmt  «^  large  as^  the  AnzoC  On  the  %attfcs  of  tit$ 
river,  and  all  this  day,  they  passed  under  trees,  larger 
and  more  beautiful  than  they  t\ad  seen  since  lea vilrg 
^TAm^.  ^hey  ndi<?  ehter^  i  harrdv<r  d^la  fete^ 
tween  two  mountains,  where  ran  another  rivulet :  they 
eontinoed  advancng:  along  the  side  of  it,  till  the  val- 
ley hi$0Mi%  m  Mrfow  a^  tor  l#ve  ho  reom  but  M  iM 
bed  of  the  rivulet  itselt  liilt^^  called  Mai-Agam,  or 
tfee  w^ter  or  brook  of  jlssamin,  and  falls  into  the  Za- 

2c2  '  rima. 
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rima.  It  was  dry  at  the  mouth,  (the  water  being 
there  absorbed  nnd  hidden  under  the  sand,)  but  above, 
where  tll6  gi^Und  was  firmer,  tm^MMi  stream  of  . 
excellent  water,  and  it  has  the  appearance  of  being 
broad,  deep,  and  rapid,  in  winter.  At  ten  they  en- 
camped upon  itt  b£H^^%  whm^  If^re  bordered  witii 
high  trees  of  cummel,  at  this  time  both  loaded  with 
fruit  and  flowers. ,  Here  is  also  a  variety  of  other 
earwos  atid  ]^kiftfc  ®l ai-Agam  coiii^i*ts  t)if  three 
villages;  one  two  miles  distant,  east-and-by-north, 
one  at  some  distance,  N.  N.  \V-  J  the  third  at  one 

Early  on  the  7th,  they  began  to  ascend  the  moun- 
tain ;  at  a  quarter  past  seven  the  village  Lik  lay  east 
►  of  them.  Murass,  a  country  full  of  low  but  broken 
mountains,  and  deep  ti^tmvv  valleys,  bears  N,  W.; 
and  Walkayt  in  the  same  direction,  but  farther  off. 
At  a  quarter  past  eight,  Gingerohha,  distant  from 
Ulretii  about  a  mile  S.  W. ;  it  is  a  village  situated  upon 
a  mountain  that  joins  Lamalmon,  Two  miles  to  the 
N.  £.  is  the  village  Ta^uzait  on  the  mountain  Which 
they  were  ascending.  / 

A  little  before  nine  o'clock  they  pitched  their  tent 
on  a  small  plain  called  Dippebaha,  on  the  top  of  the 
ttio«ntain,  ta^biifek  4iaiidi*ed  yards  from  a  spring, 
which  was  fcat^cetya^titindant  enough  to  supply  them 
with  water,  in  quality  as  indifferent  as  it  wa§  scanty^ 
There  are  three  small  villages  so  near  each  Oth^'it*  tfiait 
they  may  be  said  to  ednipose  one.  .  Near  them  is  the 
church  of  St.  George,  on  the  top  of  a  small  hill  tQ  the 
eastward,  surrounded  with  large  trees.  - 

Having  left  this  station  the  next  day^tl^  ^even,  they 
had  two  small  villages  on  their  left ;  one  on  the  S.  E  , 
distant  two  miles,  the  other  on  the  south,  one  jnil^. 
Cfff ;  they,  are  tailed  y^^n^  *iid^1«^#e  tfeh4^^  for 
some  space  on  each  side  of  them  j  but,  beyond  the 
valley,  all  is  Shahagaanah  to  the  root  of  Lamalmoq. 
At  a  quarter  past  seven,  tire  village  of  GingeWribh* 
Wsis  three  miles  on  their  right  ;  and  they  were  now 
aiceoilijig  ],iaii«dmon|r  tbrougk  «  very  narrow  ^^^^t 
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or  rather  path,  for  it  scarcely  was  two  feet  wide  any 
where.  It  was.  a  spiral  winding  up  the  side  of  the* 
mountain,  always  on  the  very  brink "i^^f  a  precipice* 
Torrents  of  water,  which  in  winter  carry  prodig^ious 
stone sdown  the  side  of  this  mountain,  had  divided 
this  path  into  several  places,  and  opened  a  view  of  tib^ 
dreadful  abyss  below,  which  few  heads  can  bear  to 
look  down  upon.  They  were  here  obliged  to  unload 
their  baggage,  and^  by  sld^W  degress,  Cfawl  tip  ttici 
hill,  carrying  it  little  by  little  upon  their  shoulders 
round  tl^e$e  chasms  where  the  road  was  intersected. 

tn&iintains  gj-ew  steeper,  the  paths  nar^Wer,  and 
the  breaches  more  frequent,  as  they  ascended.  Scarcely 
were  their  mules,  though  unloaded,^ble  to  scramble 
up.  After  two  hours  of  constant  toil,  at  nine  o'clock 
they  alighted  iri  a  small  plain  called  Kedilg|  &r  Sti». 
Michael,  from  a  church  and  village  of  that  name, 
neither, beast  nor  man  being  able  to  go  a  step  further. 

The  pkitt  iif  St.  MiehaW  Is  #  th^  fwit  a  dteep 
^liff  which  terminates  the  west  side  of  Lamalmon.  It 
is  here  perpendicular  like  a  wall,  and  a  few  trees  only 
upon  tl!#  ibp  df  tlie  tJlitf.  Ovej^  thi^  pnimp^t^  l<iw 
two  streams  of  water,  which  never  are  dry,  but  run 
in  all  seasons.  They  fall  into  a  wood  at  the  t^^ottpm 
of  tbi^s  ©liff,  and  preserve  its  dontiniiiil  i^erdore  aU 
vthe  year*  though  the  plain  itself  below  is  all  rent  into 
chasms,  and  cracked  by  the  heat  of  the  sun.  These 
two  streams  form  a  considerable  rivulet  in  the  plain 
*f  St.  Michael,  and  a*©  #  great  relief  M^k  t#  loaj^n 
and  cattle  in  this  tediousr  an^l  itilKcult  $$9^^  6*er 
the  mountain, 

^hei^r  on  Lanialmon  is  pleafsattt  attd  temperate. 
Our  travellers  here  found  their  appetite  return,  with  a 
cheerfulness,  lightness  of  spirits,  and  a^ilit^  of  body, 
wJJteh  indicated  that  their  ti#f*6iS  had  A^aitf  irescittifed 
their  wonl#d  totie,  which  they  had  lost  in  the  low, 
poisonous,  and  sultry  air  on  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea, 
•The  sun  here  is  indeed  hot;  but  in  the  morning  a  coot 
breeia  iiftier        l^hfech  increases  as  th#:ftta  mm 
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high.  In  the  shade  it  is  always  cool.  Lamalmon  is 
the  pass  through  which  lies  the  road  of  all  caravans  to 
#ott^r.  ^  ttlir'here  they  tafefr ati  ttc(}otmt  df  att 
gage  and  merchandise,  which  they  transmit  to  the 
Negade  RaSj  or  chief  officer  of  the  customs  at  Gon- 
dfiir,  by  a  tnkn  whotifi  they  MtttI  W  aistompany  the 
caravan.  There  is  also  a  present,  or  awide,  due  to^ 
the  private  proprietor  of  the  ground;  and  this  is 
levied  with  great  rigour  and  violence,  and,  for  the  most 
part,  with  injustice  ;  so  that  this  station,  #bi:@h#%th6 
establishment  of  the  custom-house,  and  nearness  to 
the  capital,  should  be  in  a  particular  manner  attended 
to  by  government,  is  wfe^i*^  t6(|  J^j^ 

robberies  an4  murd^!^  ^e  lii^mii^ei  fn^  eitisi^M 
times,  I 

Th^  p^km^  whosfe  right  It  wm  it  levy  cotitfibii- 
tions  were  two,  a  father  and  son ;  the  old  man  was 
dressed  very  decently spoke  little,  but  smoothly*  aijd 
Irad  %  very  good  eai^ipiage.  He  prolassed  a  violedt 
hatred  to  all  Mahometan^  «^a^0eca»ftt  ^f  their  reli- 
gioin*  In  the  evening  the  son,  who  seemed  to  be  the 
,  active  man,  came  to  Mr.  Bruce's  tent,  and  brought 
them  a  quantity  of  bread  and  bouza,  which  his  fa- 
ther had  ordered  before.  seemed  to  be  much 
taken  with  the  fire-arms,  and  was  very  inquisitive 
about  them.  Mr.  Bnice  shewed  Mm  the  taanti^f 
shooting  flying,  there  being  quails  in  abundance,  and 
,  wild  pigeons,  of  which  be  killed  several  on  the  win,g^ 
i*hidh  feft  tfee  young  mm  in  the  atni»st  ^^tdm^fem^ 
Having  got  on  horseback,  Mr.  Bruce  next  weDt 
through  the  exercise  of  the  Arabs,  with  a  long  speftr 
^rid  a  short  javelin.  He  waji  wonderfully  taken  with 
.the  fierce  and  fiery  appearance  of  the  horse,  and,  at 
the  s^ime  tirae^  with  his  docility,  the  form  of  the  sad- 
dle, bridle,  and  accoutrement.  He  at  last  threw  the 
sandals  off  his  feet,  twisted  his  upper  garment  into 
his  girdle,  and  set  off  at  so  furious  a  rate,  that  our  .; 
traveller  could  not  help  doubting  whether  he  was  in' 
hirsobera^die^i^^^         I|  in^s  ^4%  long  befdi^  h© 
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came  back,  and  with  him  a  man  servant,  carrying  a 
ahefefl  and  a  gd^lv  ^tld  a  woman  with  a^jfilral  ibi^ 
wine.  Mr.  Bruce  now  put  his  horse  to  a  gallop,  and 
with  one  of  the  barrels  of  the  gun  shot  a  pigeon,  and 
Iti^tn^filt^ly  irdi  fba  otRei^Mo  the  f rfttmav  This 
was  repeated  several  times  at  his  desire  ;  after  which 
he  went  into  the  tent,  where  he  invited  himself  to  Mr. 
Bra€0*is  fiiOQ^e  at  fitorfd^r  f  whef&  he  to  ie^ch  him 
every  thing  he  had  seen.  They  now  swore  perpetual 
friendship  ;  and  a  horn  or  two  of  hydrotnel  beirig 
emptied,  Mf.  BtacespoJ^W|lt?W^f  fel|ow4ra-^ 
ir^Uers^  (whom  he  was  $Cp^prt^  otiligfeil 
to  leave  behind  with  men  who  would  shew  them  no 
favour,)  and  obtained  a  promise  that  they  should  have 
laave  to  set  out  together,  tie  would,  moreover,  tafet 
no  awide,  and  said  he  would  be  favourable  in  his  re- 
port at  Gondar.  At  this  time  a  servant  of  JVIichaeFs, 
setii  by  Petros,  Janni's  Bfroth#f>  mtHved,  md  put  an 
end  to  all  their  difficulties.  The  young  soldier  also 
kept  his  word,  and  a  mere  trifle  of  awide  was  given, 
father  hfihe  lfo6pV  b#tt  i^^ki  ihm  from  demand ; 
and  the  report  of  their  bs^ggage,  and  dues  thereon, 
were  as  low  as  could  be  wished.  Their  friend  had 
lilcewise  sent  a  servant  of  his  own  to  Gondar  .  with 
the  billet  to  accompany  the  caravan.  This  man  re- 
ported that  Ras  Michael  had  actually  beaten  Fasil, 
and  forced  him  to  retire  to  the  other  side  of  the  Nile, 
"laiid  wtti^'then  in  Maitsba,  where  it,  was  thdaght  he 
would  remain  with  the  army  all  the  rainy  season. 
This  was  just  what  our  traveller  wished,  as  it  brought 

the  Nile,  witloot  the  smaltekt  shadow  of  fear  or 
dan^i^r. 

t)ii  ffie  9iii,  at  m&n  o'clock,  they  took  leave  of 
the  friends  whom  they  had  so  newly  acquiredi  and 
^gan  to  ascend  what  still  remained  of  the  mountain, 
vt^hich,  though  steep  and  full  of  bushes,  was  much  less 
di(Bcult  than  that  which  they  had  passed.  At  a  quaiv 
impMtsmmthef  arrived  at  |he  tapof  li^^ 

^  which 
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which  hasj^froai  below^  the  appearanci^pf  bein^  sharp- 
poiated,.    0hr  th^xjorrtf  ary,  they  ^NffiTjaBttRh  ^lirpnsed" 
to.  l}#1i^igfife  a  large  plain,  ptrl.  fii  j^slttl^^i  |iu£  more 
bearing"  grain.  It  is  full  of  springs,  and  Seenis  to  be 
the  great  reservoir  whence  arise  most  of  the  rivers 
that  mM^f  this  part  of  Abyssinia.    A  n)ultiiadi$  of 
streams  issue  from  the  summit  in  all  directions;  the 
springs  boil  out  from  the  earth  in  large  quantities, 
,  capable  of  turnitigf  a  iSfiilK    They  plough,  sow; 
reap,  here  at  all  seasons;  and  the  husbandman  must 
l|(i^me  his  own  indolence,  and  not  the  soil,. if  he  has 
trot  tbfefe  h&firtE^t.    OtirHtrai^ellei^  mW,  in  i^ig^.^lir^, 
people. busy  cutting  down  wheat  ;  immediately  next 
to  it,  others  at  the  plpq^lj  ;;  and  the  adjoining  afield 
Imd  green  #mffi  tfe  6?^^       little  fbrttier^  %  wSiirtjot 
m  inch  aljo^fe^lhe  ground.  ri 
Lamalmon  is  on  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  mountains 
of  Samen.    That  of  Gingerohha,  with  tWQ  pointed 
topiSi  joins  it  on  lbe  nowlli;  and  ends  these  mountains 
here,  and  is  separated  from  the  plain  of  ,  St.  Michael 
by  a  very  deep  gully.    Neither  Lamalmon  nor  Gin^ 
ferdbfit^  though  higher  tftaii  tlier  tttttiitvtmtt^^ 
is  equal  in  height  to  some  of  those  of  Samen.  Those 
to  the  S.  E,  seem  to  be  uuich  higher,  especiallv  that 
shwp-pdiBt^d  Mfl  Amfea  ^iHt^oti,  the  preseiit  i^Bfett«6 
of  tb^  governor  of  Samen,  Ayto  Tesfos.    This  is 
otherwise  called  the  Jews'  Rock^  and  is  famous  in  the 
history  of  this  country  for  the  many  revolts  of  the 
J^ws  against  the:A%8sinian  kings.    This  mountain 
is  every  where  so  steep  an<i  high,  that  it  is  not  enough 
to  say  against  the  will,  but  without  the  assistance,  of 
thd$«  abof  e^,  i»d  isin^frofli  below  can  venture  to  ascend., 
On  the  top  is  a  large  plain,  affording  plenty  of  pas*- 
ture,  as  well  as  room  for  ploughing  and  sowing  for  the 
txtkW^mme  of  the  army  ;  atid  tlifire  W  wafers 4t  ali 
seasons,  in  great  plenty,  and  even  fish  in  the  streams 
upon  it ;  so  that  although  the  inhabilapts  of  tbe  nioun- 
%m  h%d  hmi  ctoi  b^siegaJ  Mit^tts%rafek  ^6^® 
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.nor  ever  ware  taken  unless  bj  tr<iason;  except  bjF 
Chrktci|)her  4e  #aiif)a  and  bis  JPd^rlHf  ilese^  WmiNite 
Qaidr  by  th^ir  own  historians^  to  bave  startned  Win 
rock,  and  put  the  Mahometan  garrison  to  the  sword. 
'  The  language  of  Lamalmon  is  Amharic  ;  but  there 
8^re  Uiiany  villages  where  the  language  of  the  Falasha 
is  spoken.  These  are  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the 
mountains^  who  still  preserve  ,  the  retigion,  language^ 
and  manilers  i&t  ikmt  ikii^Mots^  and4ifife  in  villages 
by  themselves,  jn Their  number  is  now  considerably 
dimiQishedi  and  this  has  proportionally  lowered  their 
power  ^piritr.  They  ard  whtrll/  addicteil 
to  agriculture,  hewers  of  wood,  and  carriers  of  water, 
and  the  only  potters  and  masons  in  Abysmnia.  In  the 
former  profession  they  excel  greatly  ;'  aiid9  in  general^ 
live  better  than  the  other  Abyssiniam;  which  these, 
in  revenge,. attribute  to  a  skill  in  magic,  not  to  aupe-* 
rior  industry.  Their  villages  are  generally  strongly 
tliiiSed  put  of  thei^ea^h  of  marching  armies,  otherwise 
they  would  be  constantly  rifled,  partly  from  ln^Feil# 
and  partly  from  iiopes  of  fiyiding|noney. 

At  half  pa«t  strtnili  tbe  ttW-iiing  of  Ihetltldib^  * 
party,  proceeded  along  the  plain  on  the  top  of  Lamal^ 
mon;  it  is  called  Lania  j;  and  a  village  of  the  same 
m*n0  hmi^  tfbdtit  t^b  ttiil^^ At  eight  they  pass^ 
t4  two  villages  called  lyiock^n,  one  W.  by,N.  at  one 
mile  and  a  half,  the  other  S«  E.  two  miles  disftamt.  , 
At  half  past  eight  they  crossed  the-  river  Maoarai  tl 
eonaiderable  stream  running  with  a  very  gi^e^  e^^^ 
rent,  which  is  the  boundary  between  Woggora  and 
liama^mon;  At  nine  o'clock  they  encamped  at  some 
small  villages  called  WMJtmi  Mtiitt  a  church 
Yasous.  The  ground  was  every  where  burnt  up  j 
«nd,  though  the  nights  were  very  .^'oid,  they  had  not 
ol&^ycHl  ^e  feaiaU^t  Miim  th^if  BM  m^i&idmg 
the  mountain.  The  province  of  Woggora  begins  at 
Macara:  though  the  name  si^niGie^  stony  or  roej^ 
|3A-€»Viiiee^it:is  all  plain,  and  riiekoitfd  ^he  granary  of 
iSbndarofi  tliii  aioei  Tlie  wheat  *>f  Woggora  is  not 
,        2d  ^  good. 
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good,  owing  probably  to  the  height  of  that  province.., 
It  makes  an  indifferent  bread,  and  is  much  lesses-. 
teemed  than  that  of  Foggora  and  Dembea,  low  flat 
provinces,  sheltered  with  hillS|  that  lie  upon  the  mde 
of  the  lake  Tzana* 

Tfief  Mt  Maeara^  4i  ^^¥eti  iti  tfefe  m^rttng^  of  the 
12th,  still  travelling  through  the  plain  of  Woggora. 
The  country  now  grows  inconceivably  populous  :  vast 
b^i'ds  of  cattle  of  all  kttrds  feed  ott  6Very  side,  having 
large  and  beautiful  horns,  exceedingly  wide,  and 
bosses  upon  their  backs  Hke  camels ;  their  colour  is^ 
mostlj^  black.  At  irine  pasKed  the  river  €rtrama,  which 
runs  N.  N,  W.  and  terminates  the  district  of  Lamal- 
mon,  beginning  that  of  Girani.  At  ten,  the  church  of 
St.  George  remaining  on  their  right,  one  mile  distai,it, 
tfa#^  Crossed  a  river  called  Shimbra  Zuggan,  and  en- 
camped about  two  hundred  yards  from  it.  The  val- 
ley of  that  name  is  more  broken  and  uneven  than 
my  piii't  they  bad  met  wiflk  mrtct^  tb^^ 
malmon.   ^  '  v 

At  seven  in  the  mprning,  of  the  next  day,  they  pro- 
i^Milf^Mit  along  fhe  plain ;  ^nd^^A^  i^mt  twenty 
villages  on  their  right  and  left,  ruined  and  destroyed 
ffxm  the  Ipvvest  foundation  by  Ras  Michael  in  his  l^te 
m&vth  ip  0^d9r,  At  half  past  eight  the  church  of 
Mariam  WaliwMut  a  hundred  yaMftDti  their  left.  At 
ten  they  encamped  under  Tamamo.  The  country 
here  is  full  of  people;  the  villages  are  mostly  ruined, 
which  in  mmi^  places  they  are  rebuilding.  It  i«> 
wholly  sown  with  grain  of  different  kinds,  but  more 
especially  with  wheat.  For  the  production  of  this., 
^ikltit  people  had  metf  wMfere  extirpated  the 
wood,  and  now  labour  under  a  great  scarcity  of 
fuel.  Since  passing  Lamalmon,  the  only  substitute  for. 
it  waS^cH)^  and  iirtjle^^^  whichistdllectedi  inade 
into  cakes,  and  dried  in  the  sun.  From  Addergey 
hitberjp  sajt  is  the  current  momy^  in  large  purchases, 
f»efe.  ^r'^slmp  m  crte?  mhd  pepper, 

^  .The 
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The  price  of  provisions  began  to  augment  consider- 
ably in  proportmhr  as  they  apptoacheo  ilret^aplM^ 

At  forty  minutes  past  ten  were  gratified  with  the 
sight  of  Gondar.  Soon  after, they  began  to  ascend 
about  two  miles  through  ft- lifdifeefi  l^ad,  having  on 
their  right,  in  the  valley  below,  the  river  Tchagassa ; 
and  here  begins  the  territory  of  that  name.  Still  de- 
scending the  hill,  they  passed  a  large  spring  of  water^ 
citkd  Bambola,  together  with  several  plantations  of 
sugar-canes  which  grow  here  from  the  seed.  At 
eleven  o'clock  the  village  Tchagassa  was  about 
half  a  mile  distant  from  them  on  their  rights  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  It  is  inhabited  by 
Mahometans ;  as  is  Waalia,  another  small  one  near 
it.  At  twelve  (ftfeefc  ihey  pas^^  tbef  rimt  Tcha- 
gassa  over  a  bridge  of  three  arches  j  the  middle  of 
which  is  Gothici  the  two  smallctr  Roman..  This 
bridge,  though  Intndl,  is  ^solid  and  irdll  c^ment^d^ 
built  with  stone  by  order  of  Facilidas,  who  probably 
employed  those  of  his  subjects  who  had  retained  the 
arts  of  the  Portuguese,  but  not  their  religion. 

The  Tchagassa  has  very  steep  rocky  banks:' it  is 
so  deep,  though  narrow,  that,  without  this  bridge,  if 
would  scarcely  be  passable.  They  encamped  at  a 
smalt  ^iBtaiiia&  ffim  \%  but  tietrer  Gondar^  Hiire 
again  our  travellers  met  with  trees,  (small  ones  in- 
deed,) but  the  first  they  had  seen  since  ,  leaving  La- 
malmon,  excepting  the  usual  groves  of  cedars.  It 
is  the  Virginia  cedar,  or  oxy-cedros,  (in  this  country' 
called  Arzj  with  which  their  churches  are  constantly 
surroqnded.  *  ^■ 

<  On  the  15th,  they  began  to  ascend  the  mountain  ; 
and  passed  a  village  on  their  left.  Soon  after  they^ 
passed  Tiba  and  Mariam,  two  churches,  the  one  on 
their  right,  the  other  on  their  left,  about  half  a  mile 
distant;  and  near  them  several  small  villages,  inha- 
^  bited  by  Falasba,  masons  and  thatchers  of  houses, 

4&timri\h$$-T(»e^icho,  and  ina  qititHer  of  an  hour 

2  D  2  passed 
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passed  the  river  of  that  name,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
rested  on  the  river  Angrah,  about  half  a  mile  from 
Gondar.        -  '      *  v  ^   *  '  ^ 

Tchagassa  is  the  last  of  the  many  small  districttr 
whicihytogether,  compose  Woggora,  generally  uftder- 
jitood  ttt  be  de^peiidaiit  m  B^men^  ikbiAgh  tXt^ 
the  turbulent  spirit  of  its  chiefs,  struggling  for  ihdfe-^ 
lietidehcy,  as  at  the  present  time,  but  sure  to  pay  for 
it  it^tnediately  after.  In  fact,  though  large,  it  is  too 
near  Ooiidar  to  be  suffered  to  continue  in  rebellion : 
and  being  rich  and  well  cultivated^  it  derives  its  so^p- 
iioft  # (Mil  the  capital,  as  being  tW  mtrt  of  ife  pro* 
dttce.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  fruitful  pro- 
vinces in  Abyssinia  j  but  the  inhabits^nts  are  miserabl^y^ 
pooriUotwithstanding  their  three-fold  harvests;  where^ 
as  in  Egjr^%  Ui^^^  this  country  alone  for  itt 
fertility^  one  m^wm^  harvest  fl&itf  eWty*' 

where*  ^  ^  • 
^  Wtiggdm  i#  ^fiiH  htgB  mi$r  a»a  prodigious 
swarmts  of  rats  and  mice,  which  consume  immense 
quantities  of  grain  to  these  plagues  may  be  added 
«tfi^lter^  the  greai^ii  i^lhipi  aiT»  M  gQVerftineiiti, 
which  speedily  destroys  tlie  4dira#^|^^  0I  iiaiiir^^* 
<;lliBate9  aii^  situation.  ' 

#a  tfee  af rival  of  Mr.  l^mce  in  the  Abyssimaw 
capital  he  found  that  both  the  king  and  Kas  Michael^ 
for  whom  he  had  letters,  were  absent;  and,  thouglr 
he  had  others  for  Petros,  the  brother  of  his  frieiid 
Jaiini,  and  JOre^t,  these  could  be  of  no  use,  ^ 
they  too  were  out  of  town.  There  was  not,  therefore^ 
a  single  person  to  whom  he  could  apply  for  any  tbifig. 
The  l^»»lvai^^  01)  its  apprd&eb  loa  the  dtn  fe^eft 
met  by  many  Mahometans,  who  were  all  apprized  iif 
his  coming*,  and  to  whom  he  explained  his  situation.^ 
0m  4f  imm,  itamed  Bagi  Saleh,  adviseH  our  tta* 
veller  to  continue  to  wear  his  Moorish  dress,  ajud  put 
him  in  possession  of  the  house  provided  fpr  Mukoimt 
0lhberli,  wlsf^  he  might  trnnm^  tti^tt»4l*tted  hy  the 
fiiMMJal  j^i^fitJilt  it«hai^  trb*iair#iii^f  rote*ti« 

from 
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from.goverrtraent  or  the  great  people  of  th^  country. 
The  Moorish  town  is  situated  at^he  junction  of  the 
riVi^r  Angrah  with  tfae  Mftbha,  a  smaller  streum,  wmd 
consists  of  3,000  houses,'  among  which  some  are  very 
^ood  and  spacious.  That  destined  for  Mahomet  Giki'^ 
mtilf  m  whieb  Mr.  Bruce  tiSw  took  up  hltf^idtt^i 
was  a  very  neat  habitation.  ^ 
-  By  Janni's  servant,  who  accompanied  Mr.  Bruce 
ircim  Ad6wa,  hh  kind,  and  friendly  master  had  writ** 
ten  to  Ayto  Aylo,  a  nobleman  of  great  credit,  riches, 
m[k4  influeigiqf,  „  iHe  was  the  i^oiistant  patrQi)  of  th^ 
6rWks;,  be  bad  al^o  been  of  the  CiatbdHe^'who  h^ii 
ventured  into  this  country,  and  rafter  wards  been 
obliged  to  leave  it.  About  seven  in  the  evening  of 
,  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Bruce  arrived  at  Gpndar,  Hagt 
Saleh  was  muich  klarined  by  the  appearance  of  a  nutin- 
ber  of  armed  men  at  his  door  ;  and  his  surprise  en* 
cretisedon  seeing  A^ to  Aylo,  who  wasi  not  known  to 
have  ever  been  Irt  the  Moorisb  tdirtt*  befell,  il^ 
from  his  mule  and  uncover  his  head  and  shoulders, 
as  if  he  liad  been  iapproaohjiig  a  persQp  of  tjie  first  di$» 
tinetHi«4  A  eontentiori  of  .civilities  inrimedta^M^ 
lowed.  Mr.  Bruce  soon  found  that  his  visitoi:  p^t'* 
fectly  understood  Tigrc  and  Am.haric,the  two  native 
languages  of  Abyssinia,  and  had  a  little  koowJe(%e 
of  Arabic,  that  is,  be  aBdei^tood  it  when  s^poken^  mt 
"he  could  neither  read  nor  write  it,  and  spoke  it  very 
lU.  The  beginning  of  their  discourse  was  in  Arabic^ 
«lid  iftaibttrmed  efioQj|b;  biitibey  hmd^tenty  offe»- 
terpreters  in  all  languages.  The  first  /banhfuloess 
being  removed  on  both  sides^  the  conversation  began 
in  Trgri^,  wbidb^  sinc^  Michael  bad  become  Kaa,  was 
the  language  most  commonly  used  in  Gondar.  Aylo 
mm  not  a  little  surprized  to  he;^r  Mr.  Bruce  apeak  it 
so  well^  and  observed,  that  ihttk  was  lio  feif  /fout  that 
he  would  .make  his  way.  He  informed  our  traveller 
that  Michaefs  son.  Welled  Howaryat,  had  come  from 
the  camp  ill  of  a  fever^  and.  that  his  friends  were 
Mfitm4  hwm^^  mmMsfm^^lm^i^^  it^  learned 
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from  Janni  that  Mr.  Bruce  had  saved  the  lives  of 
many  young  people  attacked  with  that  disease  at 
Add^it  i  that  the  B^gb^  ^r  qiiiedte^i^  had  de^tir^d 
him  to  attend  the  next  morning",  and  that  he  himself 
vvould  accompany  Mr.  Bruce  to  Koscam  to  introduce\ 
lilrft  to  #re  |)Mftties$i  Mr,  Bruce  replied  tfiii^^  h#  wm 
ready  to  be  guided  by  his  good  advice  ;  acknowledg- 
ing, at  the  sam6  time,  that  he  had  been  much  dis<^ 
tressed  by  the  absence  of  the  #reek«  and  Mahomet 
Gibberti,  but  especially  by  the  apprehensions  lif 
Petros,  who,  as  he  found,  had  been  frightened  by  a 
conversation  with  Abba  Salama,  in  which  the  latter/ 
'a  high  iti^nit^ry  of  the  Abyssinian  church,  had  with 
some  warmth  expressed  his  displeasure  that  a  Frank 
(meaning  Mr.  Bruce)  should  be  permitted  to  come 
t#  lOt^h^ar*  Ras  Miclmet  and  Abba  0akmB  km 
not  friends,"  rejoined  Ayto  Aylo ;  •*  and  if  you  can' 
do  any  good  for  Michaers  son,  Welled  Hawaryat,  I 
will  ^i[«&#6r  for  It  tlif^t  ^fi  e  %iNrr^  tjf  t»it  ^\  imp  thB 
inouth  of  a  hundred  Abba  Salamas.'* 

Abba  Salama  at  that  time  fill^ci  the  post  of  Acab 
Saat,  or  guardian  of  the  firBf  It  Is,  the ^^^^^^^  dignity 
of  the  church,  and  he  is  the  jfij^^t  ^efl^tfttts  dficer  in 
the  palace.  He  had  a  very  large  revenue,  and  still 
greater  influence.  He  was  exceedingly  rich,  and  a 
man  of  the  very  worst  .life  possible:  though  he  Jiad 
taken  the  vows  of  poverty  and  chastity,  it  was  said 
he  had  at  that  time  above  seventy  mistresses  in  Gon-  • 
diiV.  flk  way  of  Mi^fidng  womeprt  aii  ^xtfaw* 
dinary  as  the  number  seduced.  It  was  not  by  gifts, 
attendance,  or  flattery,  the  usual  means  employed  on 
such  occasions.  When  he  had  flxed.his  desires'  upon  a 
woman,  he  forced  her  to  comply,  under  pain  of  ex- 
communication. He  was  .exceedingly  eloquent  and 
bold  I  was  a  man  of  a  pleasing  countenance,'  short, 
attdof  afair  complexion  ;  indifferent,  or  rather  averse, 
to  wine,  but  a  monstrous  glutton  ;  nice  in  what  he  had 
to  eat,  to  a  degree  scarcely  before  known  in  Abyssi- 
Mll  j  #«ffi?»|it  a)l,wfeil#  fi^ppli^  whom  he 
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classed  under  the  name  of  Franks,  for  wbich  the 
Greeks,  mwtihg^  tMw  i^fer^s^t^  fitotimfali-  timesj 
had  often  vpry  nearly  overset  him. 

The  next  morning,  about  ten  o'clock,  Mr.  Brucfe, 
irt  bii  Mofi^rbh  ittm,  went  to  Ayto  Ayldv  ^iitJ  #ttn(i. 
him  with  several  g^reat  plates  of  bread,  melted  butter, " 
and  honey,  before  him,  pf  one  pf  whi<^^^  ^-ra- 
#n*fp^tfe  f  Ihe  rest  #ere  glveri     ^t^^^   TMoors,  and 
other  people  present.  There  was  With  him  a  priest  of 
Koscam,  and  they  all  set  out  for  that  palace  as  soon 
as  they  had  finished  breakfast.  They  passed  the  brook 
of  St.  Raphael,  a  suburb  of  Gondar;  and,  upon 
coming  in  sight  of  the  palace  of  Koscam,  they  all 
uncovered  their  heads,  and  rode  slowly.    As  Aylo 
WAS  Bll^^powerfiil  ^ith  the  Iteghe,  iiideNid  her  litst 
counsellor  and  friend,  their  admittance  was  easy  and 
immediate.     They  alighted,  and  were  shewn  into  a  > 
few  room  in  the  pal^ice.  Ayto  Aylo  werit  imaiediately 
to  the  Iteghe,*  or  queen,  to  enquire  about  Wilted, 
Hawaryat,  who  was  then  ill,  and  his  audience  lasted 
tpo  Jang  hours.   He  ri^turned  to  them  with  the  news, 
tfeat  Welled  Hawaryat  was  much  belter,  by  a  medi-, 
cine  a  saint  from  Waldubba  4iad  given  him,  which 
consisted  in  some  characters  written  with  common. ink 
upon  a  tin  plate,  which  characters  were- W:|i^sh;ed  , off 
by  a  medical  liquor,  and  then  given  him  to  drink. '  It 
vvas  agreed,  however,  that  the  complaint  was  the 
^«iiaU^«  j  m\d  Ifhe  f  Pod  1t  liad  ttfott^  tiitiV  Wiasi  he  ate 
heartily  of  brind,  or  raw  beef,  after  it,  though  he  had 
not  eaten  before  sjnce  hi^  arrival^  bwt  qciUed  perpetiii- 
sally  foi*  dt-ink.     A^fo        tfi^t  h&  wn^  tP  r^tiuii  n  at  - 
Koscaui  till  towards  evening,  and  desired  Mr.  Bruce 
to  meet  him  at  his  house  when  it. grew  darkj^^aiiid  ta. 
bring  Petrtoa  with  him  if  he  had  returned,  - 

On  our  traveller's  arrival  at  Hagi  Salelf  s  hdttse,  he 
found  Petros  waiting  for  him.  It  was  easy  to  perceive 
in  his  countenance  that  he  had  not  succeeded  accord- 
ing  to  his  wish,  in  his  interview  with  Mfchaelt  Of  ih^t 
be  hitd  roet  with  something  that  had-r«|ldiaiid  fright- 


ened  him.  The  latter  la^^is  actuall^^^case ;  for, 
going  to  tfie  lent,  he  hatf  wetTpl^^ 
of  the  unfortunate  Woosheka,  whoin|^ichaeI  bad 
caused  to  be  flayed  alive,  aqd  with /  |phom  Petros 
WHS  welt  acquaioted,  swinging  upon  a^ee,  and  dry- 
ings the  wind.  He  was  so  terrified,  and  struck'  with 
such  horror  at  the  sight,  that  he  fell  i^pto  a  kind  of 
hysteric  fit,  (iried,  started,  laughed  hideously,  and 
Hcietned  as  if  he  had  almost  lost  his  senses.  4!t  turned 
out  that  he  had  not  spoken  one  word  upon  the  subject 
from  fear^  but  had  gone  to  the  tent  of  Negade  Ras 
Mahomet,  the  chief  of  the  Moors  at  ©bmkr,  artd 
principal ,  merchant  in  Abyssinia,  who,  seeing  the 
fright  he  was  in,  and  ktvowing  the  cause,  bad  repaired 
witliout 'Ktin*t  in  company  with  Keflt^  l^^tous,  to  tfie 
Ras,  and  informed  him  of  Mr,  Bruce's  arrival,  and 
the  behaviour  of  Abba  Salama.  The  Ra3's  answer 
wasy  Abba  Salama  is  an  ass,  and  theythiU^  te^t  him 
are  worse.  Do  I  command  in  Gondat  9tiif  when  I 
stay  there  ?  My  dog  is  of  more  consequence  in  Gon- 
dar  than  Abba  Salama."  After  a  short  pause,  he  con- 
tfnti^d,  Let  Yagoubi^&y  where  he  is  in  the  Moors^ 
town  ;  Saleh  will  Ifet  no  priests  trouble  him  there.'* 
Mr.  Bruce,  when  be  went  at  night  to  Ayto  Aylaand 
V^ttm^  tiM  hk  ^my  that  Ayto  ^ai  h4  were 
equally  afraid. 

Mr.  Bruce  had  taken  his  leave,  find  was  returning 
with  Saleh ;  but^  belbre  be  had  reached  the  door,  ^y lo 
Iblfowed,  and  told  him^ that  Welled  Hawaryat  was 
very  ill,  and  the  Iteghe  Ozoro  Altash  his  wife,  and 
Ozoro  Esther,  desired  that  he  would  call  to  see  hint  the 
following  days.    One  of  his  daughters  had  ibeen  ill 
some  time  before  his  arrival,  and  she  too  was  thought 
in  great  danger.     Accordingly  the  next  day  Mr* 
Broca  and  Ayb  w^nt  to  K^oscato^  ttfed  werej^^ 
tering  the  palace-door,. when  they  saw  a  large  pro- 
eession  of  monks,  who  carried  with  them  a  large  crbss, , 
md  a  pictU^fe  in  u  very  dirty  gilt  fraM^  v^lCiey 
iiiform^d  l^y  Ayto  Ke)kel^  tm  isfaaiaberlaitif  l^at  thrpe 

,  great 
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frtmtJidiits  from  Walclubbay  whom  ha^  neither 

eaten  nor  drunk  for  twenty  years^  had  prpjuised  to 
cure  Welled  Hawaryat,  by  laying,  a  picture  qf  the 
¥jrgin  Mary  n^i  tlt#  ei^ons  upbii  hfita  ;  and  thirefo^r^^ 
Ay^o  Ayip  wished  Mr.  Bruce  not  to  be  seen  or  inter- 
f^Qre  in  ihe  affair,    "  1  asssureyoq^'  replied  tfee  latteiv 

reason  for  my  meddling  in  this  afl&iir  ivith  such  zn$o^ 
ciates.  If  they  can  cure  him  by  a  miracle,  I  am  sure 
it  is  the  easiest  kind  of  cure  of  any,  and  will  not  do  his 
constituti^'tfae  least  liarm  afterwards^  Which  is  m0t^ 
than  I  can  promise  for  medicines  ijo  general :  but  re- 
member what  I  say  to  you  ;  it  will  indeed  be  a  mi- 
.titela  f f  both  tlie  €^kth#r  a«i<I  tfe  datt^hter  are  net  3ead 
before  to-morrow  night.'*  Mr.  Bruce  returned  to  the 
Moor's  town,  and  that  same  night  his  ^r^cliotiQQ  was 
fully  verified. 

The  contagion  from  Ma,ttTiih iiiti4  4i4owahad  spread 
all  over  Gondar.  Aylo  came  next  morning  to  Mr. 
Bruce,  and  told  him  that  the  faith  in  saints  and  pic- 
tures was  completely  abandoned,  and  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Queen  and  Ozoro  IJsther  that  he  should 
remove  to  the  Iteghe^s  palaqe  at  J^oscq^m,  where  all 
tljeirehiMren  and  gr^nd-children  wer^iJiidef  % 
Mr.  Bruce  accordingly  changed  his  Moorish  dress  for 
an  Abyssinian^  that,  as  he  had  attended  a  uiinG^ber  of 
If^j^ii!  children  labonring  under  th6  s^itie  diseasf^ 
he  might  carry  with  him  no  infeetion.  His  hair  wm 
cui  round,  curled,  and  perfumed,  in  the  Amharic 
fashion,  and  he  was  thenceforward,'  in  exteVnal  ap- 
pearance, a  perfect  Abyssinian. 

Mr.  Bruce,  before  he  entered  on  his  charge  of 

Shysician,  stated  to  those  present  in  the  palace  the 
Miaf t%^l^k  mm  imposed  npm  hmti  &  i^lfittii^ 
ger  without  acquaintance  or  protection,  having 
the  language  but  imperfectly,  and  without  power 
or  control  among  them.  He  prof^stsdd  hi*  Inten^p' 
tion  of  doing  his  utmost,  although  tRb  disease  was 
much  more  ^^rious  and  fatal  in  this  country  than 
in  bis  own ;  but  he  inmsted  ou  otit  condition,  which 
10.  S  %  wass. 


was,  that  tift  diVefefmtis^S'to  regimBn  or  waiiageineiit, 
even  of  the  most  trifling  kind,  as  thej^  mif  ttt^^^ 
should  be  suffered,  without  his  permission  and  super- 
intendence; otherwise  he  washed  his  hands  of  the 
conseqaence*  This  being  a^ented  to  by  all  pfjeseiirt^ 
Mr.  Bruce  set  the  servants  to  work.  There  were 
i^partments  enough.  -He  opened  all  the  doors  and 
iHiidk^W^i  fttrnigating*  tb#tti  with  mcense  &nd  liiyrrh 
in  abundance,  and  washed  them  with  warm  water 
and  vinegar.  The  common  and  fat^l  regimen  in  tbi$^ 
country,  and  ifr  ttiosi  patt^  of  tfie  feast,  has  been  tup 
keep  their  patient  from  feeling  the  smallest  breath  of 
air  J  hot  drink,  a  fire,  and  a  quantity  of  covering,  are 
added  ti;i  jibyssihi;},  and  the  doors  shut  dbse  as 
even  to  H^p  the  room  in  darkness,  whilst  this  heat  is 
further  augmented  by  the  constant  burning  of  candles. 

Ayabdar,  Ozoro  Altash's  remaining  daughter,  and 
the  son  of  Mariam  Barea,  were  both  taken  ill  at  the 
same  time,  and  happily  recovered.  ,A  daughter  of 
JCasmati  Boro,  by  a  daughter  of  Kasmati  Eshtes, 
dfedv  mi  het^  mmhef ,  thoiigh  ^  mwived,  wat  a 
long  time  ill  afterwards.  Ayabdar  was  very  much 
marked  j  so  was  Mariam  Barea's  spn.  At  this  time 
Aytb'Cfohfa,  ^ott  of  Kaisftiati  Neteho  by  Ozoro  Esther, 
had  arrived  from  Tcherkin,  a  lad  of  very  great  hopes, 
though  not  then  fourteen.  He  came  to  see  his  mother, 
without  my  knowledge  or  hers,  and  was  infected 
likewise.  Last  of  ftllv  the  infant  chiU  df  Michael,  the 
child  of  his  old  age,  took  the  disease;  and,  tboiigh 
the  weakest  of  all  the  children,  recovered  best^ 

^he  ja^ati^ritsi  bdftg^  All  likely  to  do  welt,  w^r6  f 
moved  to  a  large  house  of  Kasmati  Eshte,  which 
stood  within  the  boundaries  of  Koscam^  while  the 
moms  ttrtderwfetit  airt^  aiid  fttittigat^^  ; 

after  which  they  all  returned  ;  and  Mr.  ilii^ki^ti  as  hk 
fee^  was  presented  with  the  neat  and  convenient  house 
forrifierly  belonging  to  Basha  Eusebius,  which  had  a 
separate  entry,  without  going  through  the  palace. 

It  was  not  till  the  9th  of  March  that  Mr.  Bruce 
had  his  first  interview  with  Ras  Michael  at  Azazo. 

me 
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Hi?  first  iwtftww,  witU  Rps  Mkhi^el  »t  A^jbo^^ 

He  was  dressed  in  a  coarse  dirty  cloth^  wrapped  about 
him  like  a  blaqUeti  arid  aoptber,  like  a  table-clothf 
fbtdetf  sibom  feifii  tr^nd.   J&fe  ^as  fean,  did,  and  app^a- 
r^ntly  much  fatig^ued  ;  sat  stooping*  upon  an  excellent 
mule,  that  carried  him  speedily  without  shaking*  him  ; 
he  had  also  sore  eyes.    As  they  saw  the  place  where 
he  was  to  alifhf  l^a^  marked  by-^lit  efN^$$  Jltn^^ 
a  cloth  thrown  over  them  like  a  temporary  tent  upon 
an  eminence,  he  did  not  speak  to  l)im  till  he  alighted. 
Jh^ttOfiF^^iidi*  Greek  priest,  besides  sfefvarttsr  were  the 
only  people  with  Mr.  Bruce.    They  alighted  at  the 
Saine  time  he  did,  and  aftervvards,  with  anxiety 
enough,  deputed  the  Greek  priest,  who  w^«^^  a  frieRd 
of  Michael,  to  tell  him  who  Mr.  Bruce  was,  and  thM 
he  was  come  to  meet  him.    The  soldiers  made  way, 
and  pur  traveller  came  up,  took  him  by  the  hand, 
Siiitf  kissed  it.    He  looked  hitn  bl'oad  in  the  face  for 
a  second,  repeated  the  ordinary  salutation  in  Tigre, 
"  How  do  you  do?  I  hope  you  are  welL^"  and  pointed 
to  a  place  wh^f€^  be  was  to  sit  down,  AtftdtisiBittd 
complaints,  and  a  thousand  orders,  came  immediately 
before  him,  from  a  thousand  mouths;  and  the  visitors 
\*^t^^early  smothered.    In  some  mitiutes  after  came 
I^^Mng,  who  passed  at  some  distance  to  the  left  of 
him ;  and  Michael  was  then  led  out  of  the  shelter  of 
his  tent  to  the  door,  where  he  was  supported  on  foot 
till  the  king  passed  by,  having  first  pulled  off  the 
towel  that  was  upon  his  head,  after  which  he  tetisrm4 
to  his  seat  in  the  tent  again.  n> 

The  king  had  gone  pasi'^bout  a  quarter t^lte  tiiiJe, 
when  Kefla  Yasous  came  from  him  with  orders  to  the 
Ras.  He  brought  with  him  a  young  nobleman,  Ayto. 
Engedan,  yvho,  by  his  dress,  having  \ik  upper  gar- 
ment twisted  ill  %  pariktilftr  manner  aboiii;  Msr^l^t^ 
shewed  that  he  was  carrier  o£  a  special  message  from 
the  king.  The  crowd  had  by  this  time  shut  our  tra- 
vellers quite  out,  and  made  a  circle  routtd  the  K^^i  ih 
which  they  were  not  included.  They  were  upon  the 
jjoint  of  going  away,  when  Kefla  Yasaus  said  to  him, 

^^Ifhttife 
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^^t^^f     «*«^  teet  :t%ir  1^^^^^ 

EBfedati  has  theMtig's  command  for  you  j 
you  must  not  depart  without  leave.'*  And,  soon  after, 
they  understood  that  the  king's  orders  were  to  obtain 
3i^¥€^#0m  theBs^;td  b  Mr.  fiFtnee,  wiithlingedan, 
near,  and  in  sight  of  him.  ' 

IBngedan  went^away  on  a  gallop  to  join  the  king, 
and  our  traveller  Irt^deee^eS  after  him  ;  nor  did  h6 
receive  any  other  message;#i|feijr  from  the  king  or  the 
Ras.  He  returned  to  Koscam,  very  little  pleased  with 
the  reception  he  had  met  with.  All  the  town  was  in 
m  hurry  and  confusion;  30,000  men  were  encamped 
upon  the  Kahha ;  and  the  first  horrid  scene  Michael 
exhibited  there  was  causing  the  eyes  of  twelve  of  the 
chiefs  of  th0  #a1laj^  wfiom  be  had  taken  prisoner*,  to 
be  pulled  out,  and  the  unfortunate  sufferers  turned  out 
to  th^  fields^  to  be  devoured  at  night  by  the  hysenas. 
Two  of  these  victims  Mr,  Bruce  took  under  his  care-j 
tliey  both  recovered,  and  from  them  he  learned  tm9(f 
particulars  both  of  their  country  and  manners. 

Oh  the  10th  the  army  marched  into  the  town  in 
triumph,  and  the  Ras  at  the  head  of  the  troops  of 
Tigre.    He  was  bareheaded  ;  over  his  shoulders,  and 
down  to  his  back,  hung  a  pallium,  or  cloak,  of  black 
Vel^d:^  with  a  silver  fringe.    A  boy  by  his  right  isftir- 
rup  held  a  silver  wand,  about  five  feet  and  a  half  long, 
much  like  the  staves  of  our  great  oflScers  at  court. 
Behttifl  litm  itK  the  soldiers  who  had  slain  an  enemy, 
and  taken  the  spt»ib  from  them,  had  their  lances  and 
firelocks  ornamented  with  small  shreds  of  scarlet  cloth,  t 
one  pifbe  for  every  man  he  had  slain.  Remarkable 
among  all  this  mt^Ittlilie  Wa^  Hagos,  door-keeper  of 
the  Ras.    This  man,  always  well  armed  and  well 
mounted,  had  followed  the  wars  of  the^Ras  from  bis 
infancy,,  artd  had  }!^tt  k6  fortuBate  in  this  kind  «f 
single  combat,  that  his  whole  lance  and  javelin,  horse 
and  person^  were  covered  over  with  the  shreds  of 
scarlet  6lotlj*   i^f  Ihis  last  battle  of  Fagitta,  Hdigos 
is  said  to  have  slain  eleven  men  with  his  own  hand. 
Indeed  there  is  nothiia^g  more  fallacious  than  judgin|j 
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of  a  man%  ^64liirag:€  by  these  marks  of  coftqttidsts:'  A 
good  horseman^  armed  with  a  coat  of  maiUupotiai^itron^^ 
well-fed,  well-winded  horse,  may,  after  a  defeat,  kilt  as 
many  wretched,  weary,  naked  ftigitiiires  m  h^^BMt6, 
confining  himself  to  those  that  are  weakly,  mounted 
upon  tired  horses,  and  covered  only  with  goat-skinS^ 
t>r  th«it  iii^  flying  oK  fboir^.  rf<^l 

One  thing  remarkable  in  this  cavalcade  was  th6 
head-dres|  of  the  governors  of  provinces*  A  Jjir^a 
broad  fillet  trail  btrtitd  upon  their^fbreheads,  and  tied 
behind.  In  the  middle  of  this  was  a  horn,  or  a  conical 
piece  of  silver,  gilt,  about  four  inches  long,  much  in  the 
shape  of  our  common  candle-extinguishers.  This  is 
called  kirn  or  horn,  and  is  only  worn  in  reviews  or  pa- 
rades after  victory.  This,  like  all  other  of  their  usages, 
Mr.  Bruce  supposes  to  be  taken  from  the  Hebrews, 
and  th^  sfetfet^^lallit^ii^^^^^  in  sertpt&m  t&  It  ftrtite 
from  this  practice : — **  I  said  unto  fools,  Deal  not 
foolishly  5  and  tp  the  wieked,  Lift  not  qp  th^  hortt/ 

^3Kt  t0  t^m&  ifefe  fcbg,  Wttif  a  ^IM^ 
white  muslin,  about  three  inches  broad,  binding  'his 
forehead,  tied  with  a  large  double  knot  behind,  and 
hanging  down  about  two  feet  on  hia  back.  About 
him  were  lllB  gr^tofficiem#f  ^tM^^^^^^^  of  the  youilgf 
nobility  as  were  without  command  ;  and,  after  these, 
the  household  troops.  Then  followed  the  Kanitz;  Kit- 
xera,  or  e«0^?tflib1Sr#  df  the  camp,  and  fcis  tfcttettdilit* ; 
and,  last  of  all,  amidst  the  King's  and  the  Ras's  bag- 
gagejt  came  a  man  bearing  the  stuffed  skid  of  the  un^ 
tortonate  W  pole^  which  ItaJNt^  upoti 

E  branch  of  the  tfee  before  the 
priated  for  public  executions.  *  ^  ' 

J  Mr,  Btuce  went  every  day  to  see  his  patients  at 
l^eieiam  ; » at  all  which4imes  he  was  received  with  the 
greatest  cordiality  and>  marks  of  kindness  by  the 
Iteghe,  and  orders  given  for>his  free  admittance  upon 
kllv(^€a#i6^^  like  an  officer 'of  fierfe#il#^fiold.  » 
About  the  14th  Mr.  Bruce  was  informed  that  his 
V  recoinmendatory  letters  were  to  be  all  read.  -  He  ex- 


^  TRAVELS  JN  ABYSSINIA* 


ptiiA0d  not  to  be  $$nt  for  till  the  afternoon*  and  bad 
rode  out  to  Koscam  with  Ay  to  Heikel,  the  queen's 
chaofiberiain,  to  see  the  child  (one  of  his  patients),  who 
was^  pretty  well  recovered  of  all  its  complaints,  but 
very  weak.  In  the  interim  he  was  sent  for  to  the  Ra^i, 
with  orders  to  dispatclra  man  with  the  king^'s  present^ 
tb  wait  for  him  (Mr;  Bruce)  at  thepakdefi  wMtMlf  li*^^ 
was  to  go  after  leaving  Michael.  Five  in  the  evening 
was  fixed  as  the  hour.  Mr.  Bruce  came  a  little  be* 
fore  the  tittife,  and  met  Ayto  Aylo  at  the  tfocrr.  He 
squeezed  him  by  the  hand,  and  said,  Refuse  nothings 
it  can  be  all  «i|t^red  afterwards :  but  it  is  very  neces- 
sary, on  account  oTthe  prie«tsJ  and  the  populace,  you 
have  a  place  of  some  authority ;  otherwise  you  will  be 
robbed  and  murdered  the  first  time  you  go  half  a  mile 
from  home :  fifty  people  have  told  me  you  have  chests 
filled  with  gold^  Ettd  that  you  can  make  gold,  or  bring 
what  quantities  you  please  from  the  Indies ;  and  the 
reason  of  all  this  is,  because  you  refused  the  queen  and 
Ozoro  Estb6r%  i&flfei'  of  gold  at  Koseath,  wfei# 
you  must  never  do  again." 

Pur  traveller  went  in  and  saw  the  Ras,  who  was 
an  old  man,  sitting  upon  *  sofa;  his  white  hair  was 
dressed  in  many  short  curls.  He  appeared  to* be 
thoughtful,  but  not  displeased ;  his  face  was  Jean,  his 
eyes  quick  and  vivid,  but  seemed  to  be  a  little  sore  from 
exposure  to  the  weather.  He  seemed  to  l)e  abottfe 
six  feet  high,  though  his  lameness  made  it  difficult  to 
guess  with  accuracy.  His  air  was  perfectly  free  from 
iM«tstT^ttil,  what  the  FtWcfe  €l*H  degagee.  They  rniisi  ,^ 
have  been  bad  physiognomists  that  did  not  discern  his 
capacity  and  understanding  by  his  very  countenance. 
Every  lodk  cfonveyed  a  sentiment  with  it:  he  seemed 
to  have  no  occasion  for  other  language,  and  indeed  he 
spoke  little.  Bruce  off*ered,  as  usual,  to  kiss  the 

ground  Befdtet  Mtti ;  and; of  this  he  seemed  to  take 
little  notice,  stretching: otitM&feaiW^^^^ 
Bruce's  upon  his  rising. 

Mr.  Bruce  sat  down  with  Aylo,  three  or  four  of  the 

judges. 
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Conversation  of  the  Rss  with  Mr.  Br uce^  ^ 


judges^  Heikelt  the  queen's  chamberlain,  and  others, 
who  whispered  something  in  his  ear,  and  went  out: 
which  interruption  prevented  Mr.  Bruce  from  speak- 
ing as  he  was  prepared  to  do,  or  giving  him  his  pre- 
sent,  which  a  man  held  behind  him.  OOfai^  iBas  b'egau 
gravely,  Yagoube,  I  think  that  is  your  name,  hear 
what  I  say  to  you,  and  mark  what  I  recommend  to 
frn^  Xm  areia  toan,  I  ana  told,  who  mak^  jt  y&Bi* 
business  to  wander  in  the  fields,  in  search  after  trees 
and  grass  in  solitary  places,  and  to  sit  up  all  night 
alone,  looking  at  lie  «tAf#  «f  ibe  h^a^etts*  BrtWn^^ 
countries  are  not  like  this,  though  this  was  never  so 
bad  9S  it  is  now.  These  wretches  here  'are  enemies 
to  strangers ;  if  they  saw,  you  alone  in  your  own  par* 
lour,  their  first  thought  would  he  how  to  murder  you; 
though  they  knew  they  were  to  get  nothing  by  it, 
they  would  murder  you  for  mere  mischief."  "  The 
devil  i# -stKMiig  in  them/*  ^says  a  voice  from  a  corner 
of  the  room,  which  appeared  to  be  that  of  a  priest. 

Therefore,  (says  the  Ras,)  after  a  long  conversation 
with  your  friend  Aylo,  #tee  MvMe  I  hap- 
pily take,  as  indeed  we  all  do,  I  have  thought  that 
situation  best  which  leaves  JQU  at  liberty  to  follow 
your  own  designs,  at  the  sametilM^  thftt  tt  p^ 
person  in  safety;  that  you  will  not  be tMObkd ^^^^^ 
monks  about  their  religious  matters,  or  in  danger 
from  these  rascals  that  may  seek  to  murder  you  for 

"  What  are  the  monks?"  said  the  same  voice  from 
the  corner;  the  monks  will  never  meddle  with  such 
a  iiiatt m 'tim/'^^l^fh^f&r^ the  king  (conttttued tbe 
Ras,  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  interruption) 
has  appointed  you  fiaalomaalf  and  to  command  the 
Kocab  .b<?tse,  which  1  thdtight  tii  htire  g'iven  to 
Ft«lii^Srft»  old  soldier  of  mine;  but  he  is  poor,  and 
we  will  provide  for  him  better :  for  these  appointments 
have  honour,  but  little  profit."  *'  Sir,  (said  Francis^ 
who  was  in  presence,  but  behind,)  it  is  in  much  mar^ 
honourable  hands  than  either  mine  or  the  Af  meniitn'$t  0r 
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Jif;  "B^min  is  introduced  to  the  King  of  Gondar. 

any  other  white  mitit^  siac^^  days  of  Hatsie  Mepas, 
and  so  I  told  the  king  to-day/'  *^  Very  well,  Francis, 
(says  the  Ras,)  it  becomes  a  soldier  to  speak  the  truth, 
whether  it  makes  for  or  against  himself.  Go  then  to 
the  king,  and  kiss  the  ground  upon  your  appointment. 
I  see  you  have  already  learned  this  ceremony  of  our's ; 
Ay lo  and  Heikel  are  very  proper  persons  to  go  with 
you .  Mtkg  expresied  his  feu^pirise  to  me  last  night 
he  had  not  seen  you ;  and  there  too  is  Tecla  Mariam, 
tjie  kinj^'s  secretary,  who  came  with  your  appointment 
CtOijrIfee  l^tai^^^^^  itikWtMlne  corner,  whom 

Mr.  Bruce  took  for  a  priest,  was  this  Tecla  Mariam, 
a  scribe.  Mr.  Bruce  then  gave  him  a  present,  after 
whiqh  he  S60n  retired. 

Mr-  Bruce  veent  afterwards  to  the  king's  pulme^mA 
met  Aylo  and  Heikel  at  the  door  of  the  presence- 
chamber.  Tecla  Mariam  walked  before  them  to  the 
fooliaf  the  throne ;  after  which  Mr.  Bruce  advanced, 
and  prostrated  himself  upon  the  ground.  "  I  have 
brought  you  a  servant,  (says  he  to  the  kin^,^  from  so 
di^aiaft  a  that  if  you       k«  Mfti  ^s^^,  %6 

shall  never  be  able  to  follow  him,  or  know  where  to 
seek  him.'*  To  this  the  king  made  no  reply,  nor  did 
life  shew  any  alteration  of  countenance.  Frve  people 
were  standing  on  each  side  of  the  throne,  all  young 
men,  three  on  his  left  and  two  on  his  right.  One  of 
these,  the  son  of  Tecla  Mariam,  (afterwards  Mr; 
Bruce's  gr^trftrifelidt)  who  stood  uppermost  on  the 
"  left  hand^  came  up,  and,  taking  hold  of  him  by  the 
hand,  placed  him  immediately  above  him;  when,  see- 
ing Mr.  Brtice  had  no  knife  Itr  Mir  gfjhilf ,  he  pulled 
out  his  own,  and  gave  it  to  him.  Upon  h^tng  pls(cedf 
Mr.  Bruce  again  kissed  the  ground. 

5^he  king  wat  lli  titi  alcove;  the  wtetit  ottt^ 
sight  from  where  the  throne  was,  and  sat  down.  The 
usual  qne^itions  were  now.put  to  Mr.  Bruce  about  Je- 
rufiialerit  and  the  holy  places— Where  his  country  wni  f 
which  it  was  impossible  to  descrili^  as  they  knew  the 
sHuatioR  of  no  comiti^y  but  tbdroiiN'^  Why  h«  came 

so 
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>  Brliee's  reception  at  coiitt.  ,  ^ 

#0^  Mt  f   Whe^the^  aifitt  the  stars,  but  es- 

pecially the  mooi)^  wa§  tlie  iiateie  in  his  country 
as  in  theirs  ?  and  a  great  many  such  idle  and  tire- 
some questions.  He  had  several  times  offered  to 
take  his  present  from  the  man  who  lifeld  it,  that  he 
might  offer  it  to  his  Majesty  and  go  away  ;  but  the 
king  always  oiade  a  sign  to  put  it  off,  till,  being  tired 
to  dealh  Witt  ^j^tandtttg^  lie  leaned  £igainst  the  wall. 
Aylo  was  fast  asleep,  and  Ayto  Heikel  a,nd  the 
Greeks  cursing  their  master  in  their  hearts  for  spoil- 
ing the  good  supper  that  Arithtt^  Ms  trtiaSOtfer  Md 
prepared  for  us.  This,  as  he  afterwards  found  out, 
the  king  very  well  knew,  and  resolved  to  try  his  pa- 
tietl^e  to  the  utnoost.  At  last,  Ayto  Aylo  stole  away 
to  bed,  and  every  body  else  after  him,  except  those 
who  had  accorhpanied  our  traveller,  who  were  ready 
to  die  with  thirst,  and  dropdown  with  weariness.  It, 
was  agreed  by  those  who  were  out  of  sight  to  send 
Tecla  Mariam  to  whisper  in  the  king's  ear  that  Mr. 
Bruce  had  not  been  well,  which  he  did^  but  no  notice 
Wtiiriak#ii<>f  il.  It  was  now'  past^tM  d^fo«k,  *ttd  M 
shewed  no  inclination  to  go  to  bed.  Mr.  Bruce  was 
9.b$olutely  in  despair,  and  scarcely  able  to  speak  vl 
Wordi  iriwaitdly  mourning  the  hardness  of  his  lot  in 
this  first  promotion,  and  sincerely  praying  it  might 
be  his  last  preferment  in  this  court.  At  last  all  the 
Greeks  began  to  be  impatient,  and  got  out  of  the 
eorner  of  the  room  behind  the  alcove,  and  stood  im- 
mediately before  the  throne.  The  king  seemed  to  be 
astonished  at  seeing  them,  and  told  them  he  thought 
tlifey  had  ill  bfe^  al  BoW  te»g  1?hey  said, 

however,  they  would  not  go  without  our  traveller; 
which  the  king  said  could  not  be,  for  it  was  one  of  the 
"dititrfe^  of  Ms  employ  ment  to  be  charged  with  thfd  dbdfr 
of  his  bedchamber  that  night. 

Mr.  Bruce  was  exceedingly  chagrifiecl  at  this.  At 
last  Ayto  Heikel,  taking  courage,  came%fW^rd  to 
him,  pretendin|f  a  message  fi'om^  queen,  and  whis- 
pered something  in  his  ear,  probijtbly  that  the  Ras 

JO.  2  would 
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QuarreX  qtf  Gaelim  Ma»cal  witlilfj*;*  ifewij^/iik 

would  take  it  ill.  He  then  laughed^  said  he  thought 
they  had  supped,  and  dismissed  them. 

Mr.  Bruce  and  his  friends  retired  from  court  very 
much  disposed  to  make  a  hearty  supper.  In  the  parly 
was  Gu@l^l^  Mascal^  4  sister^s  son  of  Ras  Michael,^ 
and  commander  of  2000  soldiers  who  carried  fire- 
arras.     He  was  one  of  the,  best  officers  under  the 
RdSi'itlyaitit  thirty  yeatistif  age,  dfir  short  square  foi^^^ 
and  a  most  unpromising  countenance  ;  a  flat  nose,  a 
wide  mouth,  a  jellow  complexion,  and  hideous  scars 
ht  the  smali-poic.    This  hero  was  unsufferably  vam 
and  presumptuous ;  and  boasted  that  to  him  his  uncle 
owed  all  hh  victoriesi     While  tbej  sat  at  supper, 
#tiebra  MaScat  was  provoked  by  l^etrosto  titt(^rsdme 
contemptuous  language  concerning  Mr.  Bruce's  skill 
in  shooting.    Mr.  Bruce  retorted  ;  and  told  him  that 
in  his  gun  the  end  of  a  tallow-candle  would  do  greater 
exa^ution  than  an  iron  ball  in  the  best  of  Guebra  Mas- 
caFs,  with  all  his  boasted  skill.  The  Abyssinian  called 
him  a  liar^  and  a  Frank;  and^  upon  bis  rising,  imme« 
diately  gaVe  Mtn  a:        wfWt  hh  BcC   Mt  Bhfcfe^ 
in  a  transport  of  rage,  seized  him  by  the  throat,  and 
threw  him  on  the  ground*    Ha  drew  his  knife  j  and,- 
attempting  our  traveller,  gave  him  a  slight  cut  near 
the  crown  of  his  head.    Hitherto  Mr.  Bruce  had  not 
struck  him ;  he  now  wrested  the  knife  from  him,  and 
irtruck  him  on  the  face  so  violently  with  the  handle,  as 
to  iQ^tk  him  with  scars  which  continued  discernibk 
even  amid  the  deep  pitting  of  the  small-pox.    All  was 
now  confusion  and  uproar  in  the  house.  An  adventure 
of  so  setioos^  n€tiii^ov^reit3tie  tfa#  4lf^^t  i»f  the  wme 
upon  our  countryman.    He  wrapped  himself  in  his 
cloak,  returned  home,  and  went  to  bed.    His  friends 
^#t«  eitg^Fttt  reffettg^  1^^^  ha^  f^^ 

ceived ;  and  the  first  news  he  heard  in  the  morning 
were  that  Guebra  Mascal  was  in  irons  at  the  house 
of  the  RaSt  Mr^  Bfaoe,  though  still  angry,  was  at  a 
loss  wlbat  measures  to  take.  The  Eas  ^oitld  prol>lli<*' 
bly  hear  hk  complaints :  but  his  adyei'safv  was  for- 
midable* 
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^(^f)|^ii^ce  of  which  the  court  is  displeased  wiUi  the  latter, 

"wiidlbfev  tfittea4,  tfj6r^ferfei  ^iP^Wtia^itiding  justice, 
Mr.  Bruce  excused  and  palliated  the  conduct  of 
Giiebra  Mascal  to  Qzpro  Esther  and  Ras  Michael, 
obt^fiifed  Ms  iibr#t^^  listened  mljily  to  the  inter- 
cessor  whona  that  insolent  now  ^ent,  id  gteat 

humiliation,  to  ask  his  forgiveness. 

A  wedding  next  followed  at  the  court  of  Abyssi- 
nia, between  a  grand^iflaughter  of  Ras  Michael's  artd 
a  nobleman  of  the  name  of  Powussen.  This  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  with  riotous  feasting.  Mr,  Bruce 
it^ed  td  ditre  every  day  wilti  attd 
to  drink  such  quantities  of  mead  as  always  gave  him 
a  head-ache.  The  afternoon  was  then  spent  with  the 
ladies,  artif  ifi  tuch  rlot  that  our  tra- 

veller declares  it  impossible  to  convey  to  a  reader  any 
idea  of  the  scenes  that  passed  in  terms  of  carxiinoiji 
decency, 

Mr.  Bruce  was  sensible  that  the  cause  of  his 
quarrel  with  Guebra  Mascal  was  not  immediately 
forgotten  at  court.  The  king,  o^ie  day,  asked  him, 
wiletber  h^  wa.s  riot  drunk  himself,  as  well  as^^tife  dp^ 
ponent,  when  that  quarrel  arose.  Mr.  Bruce  replied, 
that  he  was  perfectly  sober;  for  their  entertainer's 
red  witle  wlt#  ffriishred  i  and  he  nev#^  willitigly  drattfit^ 
hydromel.  His  majesty,  with  a  degree  of  keenness, 
returned  :  "  Did  you  then  soberly  si^y  to  Gpebra  Mas- 
cal, that  m  end  oi  a  lsdto«^*-0^^^  rn  a  gtin  in  your 
hand  would  do  more  execution  than  an  iron  bullet  in 
his  ?"  Certainly,  Sir,  I  said  so  "  And  why 
^*  Because  it  was  truth."  With  a  tallow-candle 
^oy  ij«n  kill  a  man  or  a  horse  ^^Bardon  me,  Sir  ; 
your  majesty  is  now  in  place  of  my  sovereign;  it  would 
be  great  presumption  in  me  to  argue  with  you,  or 
ofge  a  conversation  against  an  o^piniBn  in  whit^h  ydti 
are  already  fixed."  The  king's  kindness  and  curi- 
osity, and  Mr.  Bruce's  desire  to  vindicate  himself,  car- 
ried matters^  at  length,  io  ftirv  tit*l  ^f^^^  experiment 
li?itb  a  talIow«caft4Ie  was  proposed*    ^ hree  courtiers 

2  F  2  brought 
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Amicable  termination  of  the  dispute, 

brought  each  a  shield  ;  Mr.  Bruce  charged  his  gem 
with  a  piece  of  tallow-candle,  and  pierced  through 
three  at  once,  to  the  astonishment,  and  even  the  con- 
fusion, of  the  Abyssinian  monarch  and  his  courtiers. 
A  sycamore  table  was  next  aimed  at,  and  as  easily 
perforated  as  the  shields.  These  feats  the  simple 
Abyssinians  attributed  to  the  power  of  magic ;  biit 
tbay  made  a  strong  impression  on^  the  mind  of  the 
monarch  in  favour  of  our  traveller^ 
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r  f^lbs  (H*ffir^eft  of  Masuah  andXigr^. 


Division  of  Abyssinia— Manners  and  Customs  of  the  Inhabitants, 


Masuah,  on  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea,  begins 
an  imaghiary  division  of  Abyssinia  into  two^  which 
is  rather  a  divfetoti'of  language  tfcian  strictly  to  be 
understood  as  territorial.  The  first  division  is  called 
Tigre,  between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  river  Tacazze. 
Between  that  river  atid  the  ltile>  wei^ward,  wliere 
it  bounds  the  Galla,  it  is  Called  Amhara.  But,  what- 
ever convenience  there  may  be  from  this  division, 
there  is  neither  geographical  nor  historical  precision 
in  it,  for  there  are  many  little  provinces  included  in 
the  first  that  do  not  belong  to  Tigre ;  and,  in  the 
second  division,  or  Amhara,  that  which  gives  the 
name  is  but  a  very  $mii!i(i&rt  of  it. 

Masuah,  in  ancient  times,  was  one  of  the  principal 
places  of  residence  of  the  Baharnagasbi  who,  when 
he  was  ntjt  there  hitnMf,  constatitly  leH  his  deputy  or 
lieutenant.  In  summer,  he  resided  for  several  months 
in  the  island  of  DahaUcji  then  accounted  part  of  his 
territory.  He  was,  after  the  King  and  Betwudet, 
the  person  of  thm  greatest  consideration  in  the  king- 
dom,' and  was  invested  with  sendic  and  negareei,  the 
kettle-drum  and  x!olours,  marks  of  supreme  com- 
mand. 

Tigre  is  the  next  province  of  Abyssinia,  as  well  for 
greatness  as  riches,  power,  and  dignity,  and  nearest 
Mk^tiah.  It  IS  boiuYidlpd  by  the  territory  of  the  Bahar« 
nagash,  that  is,  by  the  river  Mareb  on  the  east,  and 
the  Tacasse  upon  the  west.  It  is  about  one  hundred 
.  /  .  ^  anil 
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Account  o|  the  j^rortnees  of  Begemder, 

and  twenty  miles  brod.tt  ff^m  ®*  to  «in4^Wt^  linn- 
dred  from  N.  to  S.  This  is  its  present  situation.  The 
hand  of  usurjping  power  has  abolished  all  distinctions 
On  the        side  oHh^^  besides^  many  large 

governments,  such  as  Enderta  and  Antalow,  and  great 
part  of  the  3abarnagpli,  were  s^wallowed  up  in  this 
province  to  tbe  e^tst*  Wb^tt*  in  a  speeml  manner, 
makes  the  riches  of  Tigt^  lis,  that  it  lies  nearest  the 
market,  which  is  Arabia;  and  all  the  merchandise 
destined  to  cross  the  Red  Sea  must  pass  through  this 
province ;  so  that  the  goYembr  has  the  choice  of  all 
commodities  wherewith  to  make  his  market.  The 
strongest  male,  the  most  beautiful  female  slave,  the 
purest  gold^  the  lapgeat  ti^ifetB  tit^mtf^  alt  tnust  pass 
through  his  hands.  Fire-arms,  moreover,  which  for 
many  years  have  decided  who  is  the  most  powerful  in' 
Abyssinia,  all  ibe^e  come  fmst  Afabia,  and  not  one 
can  be  purchased  without  his  knowing  to  whom  It 
goes,  and  after  his  having  had  the  first  refusal  of  it. 

Sir6,  a  province  a:boljt  twentj*^^  miles  broad,  and 
not  much  more  in  lenglti^  ls  reekoned  as  part  of  Tigr6 
also ;  but  this  is  not  a  new  usurpation.  It  lost  the  rank 
of  a  province,  and  was  united  to  Tigre  for  the  misbe- 
haviour of  its  governor  Kasmati  Claudius,  in  an  ex- 
pedition ag%insttbe  3bai)gall%i  the  reign  of  TitsOfis 
the  Great, 

Alt#T>a^sfng  the  1Dkeazz6,  th^  bbttn^aty  hfetire^ 
Sir6  and  Samen,  we  come  to  that  mountainous  pro- 
vince called  by  the  last  name.  A  large  chain  of 
rugged  monntains,  where  is  the  jtews'  Rock,  reaches 
from  the  south  of  Tigr6  drawn  near  to  Waldublbai 
the  low  hot  country  that  bounds  Abyssinia  on  the 
north. 

On  the  N.  E*  of  Tigr6  lies  the  province  of  Begera*^ 
der.  It  borders  upon  Angot,  whose  governor  is  called 
Angot  Ras  ;  but  the  whole  province  now,  excepting 
a  fbw  Tillages,  is  conquered  by  the  ^Ik.  ll  hasf 
Amhara,  which  runs  parallel  to  it,  on  the  south,  and 
is  separated  from  it  by  the  river  Bashilo«   Both  these 

prOYlll«^ 


provinces  are  bounded  by  the  river  Nile  on  the  west. 
Begemder  is  about  180  miles  in  its  greatest  length, 
and  60  in  breadth,  comprehending  Lasta,  a  mountain- 
ous province,  sometimes  d^^^c^iiii^ii^ 
often  in  rebellion. 

Begemder  is  the  strength  of  Abyssinia  in  horsemen. 
It  is  sttkl  that,  with  lia^ta,  it  fiaii  Mng  out  M0S6 
men  ;  but  this,  as  far  as  ever  Mr.  Bruce  could  inform 
himself,  is  a  great  exaggeration.  They  are  exceeding 
good  soldiers  when  they  are  pleased  with  their  gene-  ^ 
ral,  and  the  cause  for  which  they  fight  ;  otherwise, 
they  are  easily  divided,  a  great  many  private  interests 
bdng  continually  kept  alive,  as  it  is  thought  indus- 
trioasly,  by  gm^Mmeut  itself.  It  is  well  stocked 
with  cattle  of  every  kind,  all  very  beautiful.  The 
mountains  are  full  of  iron-mines ;  they  are  not  so  steep 
mi  fGcky^  mt  m  fr^oefitt  lit  m  pr<mntmi  if 
except  only  X^Ssitaiatid  dl^Ohd  in  aii^rls  of  Willi  fowl 
and  game. 

Amhara  is  the  tt6Xt  proYiriee,  b^Weeh  ihetv^oib^tB 
Bashilo  and  Geshen.  The  length  of  this  country  jS^dia 
E.  to  is  about  1^0  miles,  and  its  breadth  some- 
tiring^  more  thatt  It  is  a  very  mountainous  coun- 
i^fj  full  of  nobility^  the  men  are  reckoned  the  hmA^ 
somest  in  Abyssinia,  as  well  as  the  bravest.' 

Between  the  two  rivers  Geshen  and  Samba  is  a 
low,  unwholesome,  thaagfh  fertile  provin6e,  calleii 
Walaka ;  and  southward  of  that  is  Upper  Shoa* 
This  province!  or  kingdom,  was  famous  for. the  re- 
treat it  gave  fb  th^&  only  retftaitfftigf  prince  of  thehonsfe 
of  Solomon,  who  fled  from  the  massacre  of  his  bre-^ 
thren  by  Judith,  about  the  year  900|  PpQn  the  rock  of 
0amo.  Hfere  the  royal >family  rema^fitei  in  security, 
increased  in  nami»6r^;f#r  mar  4<J0,y#ats,  till  they 
were  restored. 

Gojam,  from  north-east  to  south-east,  is  about  80 
'iiiiles(  iYi  length,  and  40  in  breadth.  Mi^u  vm^  i^Ai 
country,  and  all  in  pasture;  has  few  mountains,  but 
these  are  very  high  ones,  and  are  chiefly  on  the  banks 

of 


0f      Miiefy  t6  the  %m%thi  whfidii  nimt  ^siippottntlt  tfi^ 
province.  ^ 
>    On  the  south-east  of  the  kingdom  of  Gojam  ijs 
Hattiot.    tt  Ik  tifitittt^ed  by  the  efr  the  dist,  by 

the  Gult  on  the  west,  by  the  Nile  on  the  south,  and 
by  the  high  mountains  of  Amid  Aniid  on  th^  north, 
li  i#  Sthimt  40  miles  in  length  l^mi  mvihrt^ 
mi  somethiiig  wofe  than  SO  in  bmilth  lroi»  east  to 
west. 

On  the  other  side  of  Amid  Amid  is  the  province  of 
Ag03vs,  bounded  by  tlwser mmi<ailajo3ri)n  the  east;  by 
Bure  and  Umbarma,  and  the  country  of  the  Gongas, 
on  the  west;  by  Damot  and  Gafat  upon  the  sontii ; 
aiid  Binglebar  on  tfm  ttortli. 

South  from  Dembea  is  Kuara,  a  very  mountainous 
province  confining  upon  the  Pagan  blacks^  or  Shan- 
galla,  c  A^  Gong^s  atid  Oubfer,  the  'Mftet-dM  ef  the 
ancients.  Tt  is  a  very  unwholesome  province,  but 
abounding  in  gold>  iiot  of  its  own  produce,  but  that 
of  its  neighbourhood,  these  Pagans — Guba,  Nuba, 
and  Shangalla. 

Naraj,  and  Has  el  Feel,  Tchelga,  and  on  to  Tcher- 
kin,  is  a  frontier  wholly  inhabited  by  Mahometans. 
Its  gov^rrtmfettl  fe  gM^^^^^l^^^^^^      to  a  stranger^  oftett 
to  a  Mahometan  ;  but  one  of  that  faith  is  always  de- 
puty-governor.   The  use  of  keeping  troops  here  is 
to  deftfid  the  friendly  Arabs  sutfl  Sibepherd^Sii 
JBain  in  their  allegiance  to  Abyssinia,  from  the  resent- 
ment of  the  Arabs  of  Sennaar,  theii:  neighbpurs;  and, 
by  means  of  these  friendly  Aribt- atiit^  S^^^ 
secure  constant  supply  of  homs  foi*lb# king's  troops.' 
It  is  a  barren  stripe  of  a  very  hot  unwholesome 
country,  full  of  thick  woods,  and  fit  only^  for  hunting, 
TheMbltbi^nts,  fugitives  from  all  nations,  nmmhW&f 
Mahometans,  but  very  bold  and  expert  horsemen, 
^  using  no  other  weapon  but  the  broad  sword,  with 
which  they  attack  the  ^^liig^^hattts  ^nd  rhitioceifos^ 
There  are  many  other  small  provinces,  which  occa- 
sionally s^re  annexed,  and  sometimes  are  separated,  '- 
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Sourcit  <€Ae^ite  fifeir^^lll^}^^^  Msf^^^^f^ 

The  crown  of  Abyssinia  w  tiiSredit^ry,  and  has 
ways  been  so,  in  one  particular  family,  supposed  to  hie 
that  of  Solomon  by  the  Queen  of  Saba,  Negasta  Azab, 
or  queen  of  the  south.  It  is  nevertheless  elective  4n 
thh  line  ;  and  there  is  00  toir  &f  the  land,  nor  elisiittli 
which  gives  the  eldest  son  an  exclusive  title  to  suc- 
ceed to  hij^  father*  The  practice  has,  indeed,  beeii 
quite  the  contrary .  Wlmirif^  M  the  d^attl  of  ft  king,  hk 
sons  are  old  enough  to  govern,  and,  by  some  accident, 
not  yet  sent  prisoners  to  tb^  mountain,  then  the  eldest, 
or,  he  that  h  next,  mid  hat  Cdn€ried,  generally  takes 
possession  of  the  throne  by  the  strength  of  his  father's 
friends  ;  but  if  no  heir  is  then  in  the  low  country,  the 
choice  of  a  king  is  always  according  to  the  will  of 
the  twiniiiteir,  whieh  p^ii^eg  fbr  people  j  4nd 

his  inclination  and  interest  being  to  govern,  he  never 
fails  to  choose  an  infant,  whom  he  after wiirds  directs, 
itiHtig^  tfee  kingdon^i  absolutely  during  thfe  ininiDrity, 
which  geuei^ily  exhattsfef  or  is  i^stied  loa  the  teimw 
his  life.  . 

From  this  flow  all  the  misfortunes  of  this  unhappy 
€O0ulry»  Wtob  very  defect  arises  from  a  desire  t©  itt* 
stitute  a  more  than  ordinary  perfect  form  of  govern- 
ment^ for  the  Abyssinians'  first  po«jitioh  vpas,  "  Woe 
be  to  ^he  feiBgdhotti  xiUx^m  king  uhild  f^^trnd^  tte 
they  know  must  often  happen  when  succession  is  (eft 
to  the  course  of  nature.  But  when  there  was  a  choice 
to^be/made  out  off  two  hundred  persons,,  all  of.  the 
^mxe  family,  all  capable  of  reigning,  it  waS^tt'^ir 
OWB  fault,:  they  thought,  if  they  had  not  always  a 
prince  i of 'proper,  age  and  qualifications  to  rule  the 
kingdotb^  I  aeebfding  to  the  tteeessities  of  tha^  ttm^i 
and 'to  preserve  the  succession  of  the, family  in  the 
hoiis^^  of  Solornon^  jEi^greeable  to  the  laws  pf  the  land  j 
but  tlife  ito^de^f^?^^  experience  has^  prmSiSi^ 

fallacious.  o<  l> 

The  king  is  anointed  with  plain  oil  of  olives, 
which,  being  poured  upon  the-crown  of  the  head, 

i^ilis^it  J*i^  W$  Jl^^^iijr  afi#|fc  with 

10.  both 
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both  his  hands,  pretty  much  as  his  soldiers  do  with 
theirs  wheii  they  get  access  to  plenty  of  butter. 

The  crown  is  made  in  tlie  shape  of  a  priest's  mitre, 
or  head-piece ;  it  is  a  kind  of  helmet  covering  the 
Mti^'s  forehea^l,  teh«Nekr,  ami  ircfdfc*  It  is  lined  with 
blue  tafFety  :  the  outside  is  half  gold  and  half  silver, 
of  the  most  beautiful  fillagrane  work.  The  king 
goe$  tQ  ebtimh  t^gtilarly,  fife  ^usti^ds  posms- 
M#ft  #f  evei*y  avenite  and  door  through  which  he  is  to 
pass  ;  and  nobody  is  allowed  to  enter  with  him,  be- 
cause he  is  then  on  foot,  excepting  two  officers  of  his 
bfedUehamber,  who  support  him. 

He  kisses  the  threshold  and  side-posts  of  the  church- 
door,  the$tep3  before  the  altarj  and  then  returns  home ; 

there  is  ii0fe;  ^>nt  be  takes  no  notice  of  the  difference. 
He^  rides  up  stairs  into  the  pre>?ence-chamber  on  a 
mule,  and  alights  immediately  bh  tbe  carpet  before 
his  throne  j  m&  Mr.  Bruce  has  sometimes  seen  gppkt 
indecencies  committed  by  the  said  mule  in  th^^^re* 
i«ence-charaber,  upon  a  Persian  carpet. 

The  Sferatjfe  M^umff  istft  toffiui^i?  sd*  m\kif  with«  a 
long  whip,  begins  cracking  and  making  a  noise,  worse 
than  twept^  French  postilions,  at  the  door  of  the  pa- 
lace before  4mm^  of  d^*^  li^life^  €hmm  away  the 
hyoena  and  other:wilc|l  beasts ;  this,  too,  is  the  signal 
for  the  king's  rising,  w^ho  sits  in  judgment  every  morn- 
ing fasting,  and,  after  that,  about  eight  o'clock,  he 
goe»  to  bmakfkft^ 

There  are  six  noblemen  of  the  king's  own  choosing, 
who  are  called  Baalomaal,  or  gentlemen  of  his  bed- 
chamlyer ;  Idtif  cjf  tliesfe  are  tlwajrt  with  him,  ^h&t^ 
is  a  seventh,  who  is  the  chief  of  these  called  AzelefFa 
el  Camisha,  groom  of  the  robe  or  stole.  He  is  keeper 
of  the  king's  wardrobe,  ahd  the  IS  rst  bffiee* 
chamber*  These  officers,  the  black  slavey  dudsoW^ 
others,  serve  him  as  menial  servants,  and  are  in  a  de- 
gree of  familiarity  with  him  unknown  to  the  res^t'of 

the  sa6i^<^*^-      ^  .1  '^i^ 

^  When 


»  When  tfiffe  hmg  mU  i^  ci^nktlt  iip0<t  dvtl^wattam 
consequence, he  is  shut  up  in  a  kind  of  f)0x  opposite 
to  the  head  of  the  council-table.  The  persons  that 
£^\hi^}mte^  Sif  ^tv  ttt^  tilbte  I  ttftd,  according^  tO/theit 
mnkf  ghe  their  voices,  the  } ouno^est  or  lowest  officer 
always  speaking  first.  The  first  that  give  their  votes 
are  the  Shalaka,  or  colonels  of  the  household  troops* 
The  Second  are  the  great  butlers,  men  that  have  the 
charge  of  the  king's  drink.  The  third  is  the  Badje- 
riind,  or  keeper  of  that  apartment  in  the  palace  called 
the  lions  house  ;  artd  mfif^r  tliife»#  the  ktffepfer  of  tfefr  baitw 
queting-house.  The  next  is  called  Lika  Magwass, 
^n  officer  thsit  always  goes  before  the  king  to  hinder 
thB  pr^S^tr^.©^^^  crowd-  In  war,  when  the  king  is 
tttarcfetfi^j.  be  rides  constantly  round  him  at  a  certain 
distance,  and  carries  his  shield  and  his  lance;  at  least 
he  carries  a  silver  shield^  and  his  lance  pointed  with 
the  mm^  liteM,  bfefore  &ftfeh  M%»  uss  do  not  dh0b§& 
to  expose  their  persons.  No  prince  ever  lost  his  life 
in  battle  till  the  coming  of  the  Europeans  into  Abys- 
feijftfe  tbfe  4is^i!X)ti<miimcatifigr  mm&t^ 
Ittg  w  ilMtr  seem  to  have  betlY  lyiitiMltt^ 

at  the  same  time.  After  the  Lika  Magwass  comes 
the  Palambaras  j  after  him  the  Fit-Auraris;  then  the 
Gera  Kasmati,  and  the  Kanya  Kasnjati,  their  named 
being  derived  from  their  rank  in  order  in  encamping, 
the  one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the  left,  of  the  king^i* 
tent;  Kanya  aittl  #6t*lt  sig-nifying  the  riffhl  ntid  ike 
left ;  after  them  the  Dakakin  Billetana  Gueta,  or  tlm 
un<3er-chaii)bejrlainj  then  the  secretary  for  the  king-*s 
confimandsj  after  hitii  the  right  and  Mt  Adages,  or 
generals  ;  after  them  Rak  Massery  ;  after  him  the  Bu- 
sha;  aftervhim  Kasmati  of  Damot,  then  of  Samen,  then 
Amhara,  and,  last  of  all,  Tigre,  before  whom  stands  a 
gtiMen-dup  upwi  a  cushion,  and/  be  is  called  Nebrit,  m 
being  Governor  of  Axum,  or  keeper  of  the  book  of  tlie 
law  supposed  to  be  there.  After  the  Governor  of 'i'lgre 
^rmw^S  ih#  tet*  OJ*J|:tt«ii'^%ii^  of  the  fire,  atrcl  ' 

the  ebl^  ^iicllsiasttfcal  officer  of  the  kiiig*^  house- 

2G2  holtL 
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The  aiiijient  gov^ri|i^ei|t*#f  Persia  and  the  present 

h^hh  BomB  hmM  '^i  iHat  this  officer  was  appointed 
to  attend  the  king  at  the  time  of  eating,  and  that  it 
was  his  province  to  order  both  meat  and  drink  to  be 
withdrawn  whenever  he  saw  the  king  inclined  to 
excess. 

After  the  Acab  Saat  comes  the  first  master  cvf  the 
household  ;  then  the  Betwudet,  or  Ras ;  Jast  of  all  the 
king  gives  Wii  freiiteneey  wh|«M^  ^W^^ 
to  the  tahle,  from  the  balcon;^  wberelie  m  theft  stttiilgir 
b^  the  officer  Kill  Hatz:e»  , 

rtieet  |^  ^feyssitil^  i^^jtliowt  a^ges,  whieii 
many  ha\e  MtR^rto  thought  16^  te  peculiar  to  those 
ancient  nations  in  which  they  were  first  observed ; 
others,  not  so  learned,  have  thought  they  originated  in 
Abyssinia.  Mp*  Bme4  #f*it  fdk«*  notice  of  tbdse  that 
regard  the  king  and  conrt. 

The  kings  of  Persia,  like  these  we  are  speaking  of, 
mtre  eligible  in  one  family  only,  that  of  the  ArsaeidiBB, 
an<l  it  was  not  till  that  race  failed  they  chose  Darius. 
The  title  of  the  King  of  Abyssinia  is  King  of  Kings; 
linS  mtclh  Daniel  tells  us  was  that  of  Nebuchadnezzar. 
The  right  of  primogeniture  does  not  m  fsravail  in 
Abyssinia  as  to  exclude  election  in  the  person  of  the 
younger  brothers ;  and  this  was  likewise  the  case  in 
FersiSi*  Iti  Fel^tk  k  pr^fereflce  wa^  iini#r^dod  W  Ws 
due  to  the  king's  lawful  children ;  but  there  were  in- 
stances of  the  natural  child  being  preferred  to  th6 
lawful  one.  Darius,  though  a  bastard,  was  prefer^if4 
to  Isogius,  Xerxes's  lawful  son,  and  that  merely  %f 
the  election  of  the  people.  The  same  has  always 
obtained  in  Abyssinia.  A  very  great  part  of  their 
kings  are"  adulterous  bastards,  others  are  the  issue 
of  concubines;  but  they  have  been  preferred  to  the 
crown,  by  the  influence  of  a  party,  always  under  the 
Miiii&  of  tfee^oree  erf  Ifeftple^. 

Though  the  Persian  kings  had  various  palaces>  to 
which  they  removed  at  diflerent  times  in  the  year, 
jppag^rda^  the  p>#lroj?p?3f^^  i^f  ^thfl^  iriH*^^^^^ 
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iDonarchy  of  Abyssinia  siiTiil&r^in  Yarioos  respects. 

aitid  this,  too*  was  ihfe  case  of  Abyssinia,  with  theit 
metropolis  of  Axiim. 

The  next  remarkable  ceremony  in  which  these  two 
nations  agreed  -is  that  of  adoration,  inviolably  ob- 
sefved  in  Abysslli'tatdi^tfiis  day,  as  often  as  you  enter 
the  sovereign's  presence.  This  is  not  only  kneeling, 
but  an  absolute  prostration.  You  first  fall  upon  your 
kh^^Sjk  Ihm  lip&inf  tfejfr  phlmn  of  yotit  hoMni  then  tti- 
cline  your  head  and  body  till  your  forehead  touch  the 
earth  ;  and,  in  case  ^pu  have  an  answer  to  expect, 
you  lie,  in  that  posttif©  till  Ihfe  iftfmebody 
from  him,  desires  yoit  ti5  Titts,  too,  was  the 

custom  of  Persia  ;  Arian  says  this  was  first  instituted 
by  Cyrus,  and  this  was  precisely  the  posture  in  which 
they  adored  Sod  I  t«Btetioned  in  the  book  of  Exodus,. 

It  is  the  constant  practice  in  Abyssmia  to  beset  the 
king's  doors  and  windows  within  his  hearing,  and 
*  llre#^>ff0m  early  morniirg  to  night;  *o  try  for  just1<*e  ds 
loud  as  possible  in  a  distressed  and  complaining  tone; 
and  in  a|l  the  different  languages  they  are  masters  of^ 
in  brdeif  to  tlbflp  admitted  to  have  their  sup- 

posed grievanees  keard.  In  a  country  so  ill  govern^ 
ed  as  Abyssinia  is,  and  so  perpetually  involved  in  war, 
it  may  be  easily  supposed  there  is  no  want  of  people 
who  have  Ffeal  in|ftfies  and  violi&fr^efa'  jeoitijpl^iti'bf^^ 
but  if  it  were  not  so,  this  is  so  much  the  constant 
usage,  that  when  it  happens  (as  in  the  midst  of  the 
*afny  season)  that  few  people  can  approach  the  capi- 
tal or  stand  without  io  such  bad  weather,  a  set  of 
vagrants  are  provided,  maintained,  and  paid,  whose 
sole  business  it  is  to  cry  and  lament,  as  if  they  had 
been  really  very  much  injured  and  oppressed  :  and 
this,  they  tell  you,  is  for  the  king's  honour,  that  he 
may  not  be  lonely,  by  the  palace  being  too  quiet. 
Tiu#,  tif  all  thm^t  ^b^iird  Wia*  tlie  rtiOst  gi^le^ 

ous  and  troublesome  to  Mr,  ]Bruce.  .  Sometimes,  while 
Mr-  Bruce  was  busy  in  his  room  in  the  rainy  season, 
tiiem^wtifald  f«fli?vor  fiV^ltfti^l^  people,  who  all 
M  mm  w^M^^i^0tt^Mx&^  #4t?iag^      -^f^^^t  if 
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^^UMte#r  striking  resemblance^  of      ^rfe»'0nt  'Ah^iiillitir 

they  were  in  pain;  others  demanding  jnstice,  as  if 
they  Wjerfe^that  moment  sdffti*lng^^  Wtf  iti  the  instant 
to  be  put  to  death ;  and  some  groaning*  and  sobbing 
as  if  just  expiring  ;  and  this  horrid  symphony  was  sq 
artfully  perfonti^l,  thrft  rtd  ear  cotiM  #i«tingmsh  biit 
that  it  proceeded  from  real  distress.  Mr.  Bruce  was 
often  so  surprised,  as  tp  send  the  soldiers  to  the  door 
to  bring  in  one  df  t|i^^^>  thinking  him  come  from  the 
country,  tor  filf^ttiiit^e  who  had  injured  him:  many  a' 
time  he  wa)$  a  servant  of  his  own,  or  some  other 
equally  known  ;  or,  if  he  was  a  stranger,  upon  ^nk- 
iu^  Min  #lmt  ariirftfrtune  had  befalletr  he  would 
answer  very  composedly.  Nothing  was  the  matter 
with  him:  that  he  Imd  been  sleeping  all  day  with  the 

life,  Mr.  Bruce,  was  retired  to  his  apartment,  he  and 
his  companions  had  come  to  cry  and  make  a  noise 
under  his  window,  to  do  him  honour  before  the  people, 
for  fear  he  should  be  melancholy,  by  being  too  quiet 
when  alone ;  and  therefore  hoped  that  he  would  order 
them  drink,  that  they  might  continue  with  a  little  more 
^piriti  ThevlttfeHt  iartgi^^^  piit  Mm  iitid 

did  not  fail  to  be  punctually  reported  to  the  king,  at 
which  he  would  lai^h  heartily  •  and  he  himself  was^ 
<y]&i  mt  fm  ^  %r  the  km^  of  bei  n  g  a  spectator 
of  hfsiteiti^y  diap^^^  These  complaints,  whether 

real  or  feigned,  have  always  for  their  burden,  Rete 
O  Jan  hoi,  vvhich,  repeated  quick,  very  much  resem- 
bles Prete  Janni,  th^  BtMJfe  ^hlkt^  #as  given  to  this 
prince,  of  which  we  never  yet  knew  the  derivation j 
its  signification  is,  **  Do  me  justice,  O  my  king!"  ^ 
^  '  X^xes,  hmng  about  to  d^ofitr^  w^t*  kgiiinst  tlie 
Greeks,  assembled  all  the  principal  chiefs  of  Asia  in 
council.  "  That  1  may  not,"  says  he,  "  be  thought  to 
mt  only  upon  my  own  judgment,  I  have  called  you  to* 
gether.  At  the  s?Mtve  time;  I  think  proper  to  intimate 
to  you,  that  it  is  your  duty  to  obey  my  will,  rather  than 
enter  into  any  deliberation  or  remonstrances  of  your 

We 
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lt*(onarehj?  tci  tlie-ii^cferti  dynasty  of  thf-E^iSi^d^i^ 

We  will  now  compare  some  particulars  ;  the  dress 
and'ornaments  of  the  two  kings.  The  King  of  Abys- 
sinia wears  his  hair  long;  so  did  the  ancient  Kings  of 
IP^rsia.  A  comet  had  appeared  in  the  wiif  With  Per- 
sia, and  was  looked  upon  by  the  Romans  as  a  bad 
omen.  Vespasian  laughed  at  it  j  and  said,  If  it  por- 
tentled  Btjy  111,  ft'  wn%  to  #fe  Wihg  ti  IPeMik,  tetfctee^ 
like  him^  it  wore  long  hair. 

The  diadem  was,  with  the  Persians,amarkof  rojalty^ 
as  with  the  Abyssinians,  being  composed  of  ttie  Mtrtei 
materials,  and  worn  in  the  same  mauiJefr  ^tlie  King 
of  Abyssinia  wears  it  while  marching,  as  a  mark  of 
sovereignty  ,  that  does  not  impede  or  incommode  him, 
as  any  iolfce*  heavier  ormitrSettt  w^liM  rfoi  i^tpemftUf  iti 
hot  weather.  This  fillet  surrounds  his  head  above  the 
hair,  leaving  the  crown  perfectly  uncovered.  It  is  an 
diS&fioa  of  the  first  magnitude  for  any  person,  at  thi$ 
time,  to  wear  any  ihin'g  upon  his  htadf  especially 
white,  unless  for  Mahometans,  who  wear  caps,  and 
over  them  a  large  white  turban  ;  or  for  priests,  who 
wear  large  turbans  of  ttitisli^n  a^lso.  This  was  the  dia- 
dem of  the  Persians,  as  appears  from  Lucian,  .who 
calls  it  a  white  fillet  about  the  forehead.  The  Kings 
of  Abyssinia  fliii<3r?eiiil^  sat  upon  a-g«!d  thMtie,  ^hict 
is  a  large,  convenient,  oblong  square  seat,  like  a  small 
bedstead,  covered  with  Persian  carpets,  damask,  and 
cloth  of  gold,  w^ith  stfeps  leading  np  to  it.  It  is  still 
Tiehly  gilded  :  but  the  many  revolutions  itodi  #ars  have 
much  abridged  their  ancient  magnificence.  It  is,  in 
Abyssinia,  high-treason  to  sit  upon  any  seat  of  the 
kttig^s;  ^H^ft  Ife  ^hat  presumed  to  ^0  ithls^i^^ 
instantly  hewn  tp  pieces,  if  there  was  not^sOni$  0lli# 
Oollateral  proof  of  his  being  a  madman.  ■■ 
^  It  Was  prXih^^^lS^  Mmm^^^  of  thfefeisr 

in  Persia,  and  disapproved  of  it  j  for  one  day,  it  being 
extremely  cold,  the  king  sitting  in  his  chair  before  the 
fire,  warming  his  legs,  saw  a  soldier,  probably  a  Per- 
sian, who  had  lost/ his  feeling  by;extreme  numbness. 
The  king  immediately  leaped  from  /his^chair,  and 
ordered  tlie  soldier  to  be  set  down  upon  it.  n  The  fire 
?i*s  ^sooit 
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Otlier.  re^ge^8  in  which  1the§^      p^ysifeiir^^^^  similar. 

soon  brought  him  to  his  senses,  but  he  had  almost  lost 
them  again  with  fear,  by  findii)^  himself  in  the  king's 
seat.  To  whom  Alexander  said,  **  Remember,  and 
distin^llkh,  how  much  more  advantageous  to  man  my 
government  is  than  that  of  the  Kings  of  Persia.  By 
sitting  down  on  my  seat  you  have  saved  your  life:  l^y 
sittiitg  dtt'thetfs;  yoa  iltroiild  infallibly  have  lost  it." 

In  Abyssinia  it  is  considered  as  a  fundamental  law 
of  the  land,  that  none  of  the  royal  family,  ^ho  has 
any  deformity  or  bodily  defect,  shs^U  %6  Wftoii^ed  to 
succeed  to  the  crown  ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  any  of 
the  princes,  who  may  have  escaped  from  the  moun* 
tain  of  Wechne,  and  who  are  afterwards  taken,  are 
mutilated  in  some  of  their  members,  that  thus  they 
may  be  disqualified  from  ever  succeeding.  In  Persia 
the  same  was  observed.  Procopius  tells  us  that 
^aflie«,-tliifr  «dri  of  €kM^^  wm  ^i^liided  frorti  the 
throne  because  he  was  blind  of  one  eye  ;  the  law  of 
Persia  prohibiting  an^  person  that  had  a  bodily  defect 
|i}rbe  diedted  king. 

The  Kings  of  Abyssinia  were  seldom  seen  by  Ihe 
people.  This  absurd  usage  gave  rise  to  many  abuses. 
In  Persia  it  produced  two  officers,  who  were  called 
the  kifig%  eyes,  and  the  kingfi  mr,  and  who  had  the 
dangerous  duty  (Mr.  Bruce  means  dangerous  for  the 
subject)  of  seeing  and  hearing  for  their  sovereign.  la 

or  i/^lc^ef  |by,  being  seen  by  nobody,  he  spok^  of 
course  in  the  third  person^  Hear  what  th^  kifig  saf/^  to 
j/ou,  which  is  the  usual  form  of  all  regal  mandates  in 
Abyssinia,  and  what  follows  has  the  force  of  law*  cii 

Solemn  hunting^matches  were  always  in  ufee.botli 
with  the  Kings  of  Abyssinia  and  those  of  Persia,  :|  In 
%oth  Mngid^^mt  {tm^Br^mm^  tbf  tbB^soljedito  strike 
the  game  till  such  time  as  the  king  had  thrown  his 
lance  at  it.  This  absurd  custom  was  repealed  by 
Artaxerxes/Longimanus  in  one  kingdom,  and  ,,by 
Yasous  the  Greialritt  lfaeothet>  SO^b^^  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.  "  ' 

The  Kings  of  Abyssinia  are  above  all  laws.  They 
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are  supreme  in  all  causes  ecclesiastical  and  civil :  the 
land  and  persons  of  their  subjects  are  equally  their 
property,  and  every  inhabitant  of  their  kingdom  is 
born  their  slave ;  if  he  bears  a  higher  rank 
king's  gift;  for  his  nearest  relations  are  accottnt^tl 
nothing  better.    The  same  obtained  in  Persia. 

There  are  s«iremi  Mndt  of  feretfd  in  Abyssinia, 
mj^ie  of  different  sorts  of  teff,  and  some  of  tocuffo, 
isrbich  also  vary  in  quality.  The  King  of  Abyssinia 
©f  wheat  bread,  though  not  of  every  ^  wheat,  bat 
of  that  only  that  grows  in  the  province  of  Dembe% 
therefore  called  the  king's  food.  It  always  has  been 
lilkl  still  iSj'the  custom  of  the  Kings  of  Abyssinia,  to 
marry  what  number  of  wife¥  tfeey  choose  ;  that  these 
were  not,  therefore,  all  queens;  but  that  among  them 
there  was  one  who  was  considered  particularly  as 
iqU€e0>  {and  upon  her  head  ii^as  placed  ttie^rawi^  j  and 
she  was  called  Iteghe.  Thus,  in  Persia,  we  read 
that  Ahasuerus  loved  Esther,  who  had  found  grace 
in  Iris  sight  moi^  than  Hie  other  virgins,  and  he  had 
placed  u  golden  crown  upon  her  head.  And  Jose- 
phus  informs  us^,  that  when  Esther  wa>s  brought  be- 
fore the  kittg,1ie  was  exceedingly  delighted  with  her, 
and  made  her  his  lawful  wife^  and  when  she  came  in- 
to the  palace  he  put  a  crown  upon  her  head  :  whether 
placing  the  crown  upon  the  queen's  head  had  any 
civil  effect  as  to  regency  in  Persia:^  a« it  fed  m  Abys- 
sinia, is  what  history  does  not  inform  us. 

The  king  of  Abyssinia  never  is  seen  to  walk,  nor  to 
get MiS foot itp^  dittisf  Ms  palace;  and 

when  he  would  dismount  from  the  horse  or  mule  on 
which  he  rides^  he  hais  a  servant  with  a  stool,  wlio 
places  it  propeily  for  him  fdr  that  purpose.  He  rides 
into  the  a nti- chamber  to  the  .foot  of  the  thf^n^i  W 
to  the  stool  placed  in  the  alcove  of  his  tent.  He 
very  often  judges  capital  crimes  himself.  No  man  is 
condeinnedby  the  king  in  person  ttr  di^'foi*  tlf©  #f^^^ 
fault,  unless  the  crime  be  of  a  horrid  nature,  such  as 
parricide  or  sacrilege.    And,  in  general,  the  life  and 
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diate  guilt ;  so  that  if  his  first  behaviour  has  had  more 
inerittowards  the  state  than  his  present  delinquency 
1bm  thought  to  hmt  iftjured  it^the  ls^fjla^0d  felriy 
against  the  other,  and  the  accused  is  generally  ah- 
solved  when  the  sovereign  jucl^es  alone.  Darius  ha4 
Condemned  Bandeces,  one  of^thc  fctng's  judges,  M 
be  crueified  for  corruption,  that  is,  fe)'hgi*mg  giving 
false  judgment  for  a  bribe.  The  man  was  ah-eady 
hung  up  on  the  cross,  when  the  king,  considering 
with  himself  how  many  good  services  he  had  done^ 
previous  to  this,  the  only  offence  which  he  hud  COHi- 
mitted,  ordered  him  to  be  pardoned. 

The  !Pfersmn  king,  in  all  expedititWlA^  #M  att^ttded 
by  judges.  We  find  in  Herodotus,  that,  in  the  ex- 
pedition of  Cambyses,  ten  of  the  principal  Egyptians 
^ii^feet^rtd^tnttfed  to  die  bytltese  judges  fW  wery  Be^^r* 
sian  that  had  been  slain  by  the  people  of  Memphis. 
Sijf  judges  always  attended  the  king  of  Abyssiuia  to 
ihecamp,  and,  befbre  tben:^,  i^^StafeM  b^h^ 
aod  tried  and  punished  on  the  spot.  People  that  the 
king  distinguished  by  ftivour,  or  for  any  public  action^ 
were  in  both  kingdoms  presented  with  gold  chains, 
swords,  and  bracelets.  These,  in  Abyssinia,  are 
understood  to  be  chiefly  rewards  of  military  service ; 
yet  Poncet  received  a  gold  chain  from  Yasous  the 
Great  i  Tft  e'cky  iNrfio^rfe^thfr  kitttfe  Bfet4>h«^0?^  Ay-^ 
ton  Engedan  received  a  silver  bridle  and  saddl^^co-' 
vered  with  silver  plates,  from  Ras  Michael. 

Iti  Abyssinia,  when  a  prisd^ner  ir  ctfndi^ititte^d  in  ca- 
pital cases,  he  is  not  again  remitted  to  prison,  which 
is  thought  cruel  ^  bqt  heis  immediately  carried  away, 
and  the  sentence  eiecated  upoiihim,  Abba  Salama, 
the  Acab  Saat,  was  condemned  by  the  king  the  morn- 
ing he  entered  Gondar,  on  his  return  from  Tigre,  and 
immediately  hanged,  in  the  garment  of  a  priest,  on  a 
tree  at  the  door  of  the  king's  pata^i.  CJir^emation, 
brother  to  the  usurper  Socinios,  was  executed  that 
same  morning  ^  Gupbra  Denghel^  Kus  Michael's  soa- 
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in-law,  was  likewise, executed  tba;t^ifme4ay  iramiS* 
d lately  after  judg'ment,  and  so  were  several  others. 
The  same  was  the  practice  in  Persia,  as  we  learn 
from  Xen(i|>bt)n,  and         plftiial^  EWoSdorttSr 

The  capital  punishment,  in  Abyssinia,  is  the  cross, 
^ocinips  first  ordered  Arzo,  his  competitor,  whahad 
^ed^  fbf  asffttan^^  fttid  refuge  to  f^hitife^s  feiag  oif 
Falasha,  to  be  crucified  without  the  camp.  We  fitid 
the  same  puni^hmcut  infiicted  by  Artaxerxes  upon 
Haman,  who  was  ordered  to  be  affixed  to  the  cross 
till  he  died. 

The  next  capital  punishment  is  flaying  alive.  That 
this  barbarous  execution  still  prevails  in  Abyssinia  is 
p4*dri;f#d1b^^th0  Woosheka,  taken 

prisoner  in  the  campaign  in  1769,  while  Mr.  Bruce 
was  in  Abyssinia  ;  a  sacrifice  made  to  the  veng'eance 
df  the  beauliiftti  OsdrorBst^e^^^^  wita,       Aftd  felittt 
as  she  was  in  other  respects,  could  reof i?6  tia  atooa* 
ment  for  the  death  of  her  husband. 

Lapidation,  or  stoning  to  death,  is  the  next  capital 
|iU&blt{»ttiit  This  is  chiefly^  itiflSeiiid 

upon  strangers  called  Franks,  for  religious  causes. 
The  catholic  priests  in  Abyssinia  that  have  been  de*^ 
tedtid  theirev  itr  these  kttef  dam,  ha*e  bfii^  sta^i^ 
to  death,  and  their  bodies  lie  still  in  the  streets  of 
Gondar,  in  squares  or  waste  places,  covered  with  the 
heaps  of  stones  which  occasioned  their  d^afeth  by  being 
thrown  at  them.  There  are  thtee  of  these  heaps  at 
the  church  of  Abbo,  all  covering  Franciscan  friars; 
and,  besides  them,  a  small  pyramid  over  a  body  who 
was  stoned  to  death  with  them,  about  the  first  year  of 
the  reign  of  David  IV.  In  Persia  we  find,  that  Pa- 
gorasus  (according  to  Ctesias)  was  stoned  to  death 
by  ordef  of  the  king;  and  the  same  author  say%:  Itiat 
Pharnacyas,  one  of  the  mnrderers  of  XerxeSj^  Was 
stoped  to  death  likewise. 

Among  capital  punisfew^irfiS  irtay     reckoned  li^^^ 
wise  the  plucking  out  of  the  eyes,  a  cruelty  which 
Mr»  Bruce  had  but  too  often  seen  cooaipitted  in  the 
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Skins  made  ma  of     the  4j^^,^i3ilfi^|dii^ 

sTton  stay  feTiS  Abyssinia.    This  is  geiierany 

inflicted  upon  rebels.  After  the  slaughter  of  the 
battle  of  Fagitta  twelve  chiefs  of  the  Pagan  Galla^ 
takeii  prisorwers  by  ISifiB  Mi^ael^  Itt^  tfieir  eyes  tor  a 
out,  and  were  afterwards  abandoned  to  starve  in  the 
valleys  below  the  town.  Several  pi:isoners  of  another 
*afjfe,  ii0bfeirt€il  of  Tigre,  uiidlibif#erife  t!i<^  sam6  mis- 
fortune ;  and  what  is  wonderfiily  not  one  of  them 
died  in  the  operation^  nor  its  consequences,  though 
performed  in  the  coarsest  manner,  with  an  irOh  for* 
ceps,  or  pincers. 

The  dead  bodies  of  criminals  slain  for  treason, 
murder,  and  violence,  on  the  hgli-way,  at  certain 
times,  are  s^ldolir  bm'ied  in  Abyssinia,  The  sH^fe^^tst 
of  Gondar  are  strewed  with  pieces  of  their  carcases, 
'which  bring  the  wild  beasts  in  multitudes  into  the 
city  as  #d6lt  ^  ftlieii^iFiM^  dark,  tha;t  it  is  ^datcely 
safe  for  any  one  to  walk  in  the  night.  The  dogs  used 
to  bring  pieces  of  human  bodies  into  Mr.  Bruce's 
house,  an^  eourt-yard,  to  eat  theia  in  |preat©r®l** 
curity. 

Notwithstanding  the  Abyssinians  were  so  anciently 
and  nearly  connected  with  Egypt,  they  never  seem  to 
jhaTe  made  use  of  paper,  or  papyrus,  but  imitated  the 
practice  of  the  Persians,  who  wrote  upon  skins  j  and 
they  do  so  to  this  day.  This  arises  from  their  having 
«ady  been  Jemi  Itt  Paiikh%1ifei^fe^^ 
lis,  the  use  of  papyrus  was  absolutely  unknown  ;  and 
though  it  was  di^overed  that  papyrus  grew  in  the 
Euphrates,  Wear  fidbyldii,  lif  which  they  could  make 
paper,  they  obstinately  rather  choose  to  adhere  to 
their  ancient  custom  of  weaving  their  letters  on  cloth, 
of  which  they  mai^  %mv  garments.  The  Persians^ 
moreover,  made  use^^f  parchment  for  theit  ret^rds^ 
to  which  all  their  remarkable  transqjctions  were 
trusted  :  and  to  this  it  is  probably  owing  we  have  so 
many  of  their  customs  preserved  to  this  day. 

From  this:  great  resemblance  in  customs  between 
the  Persians  and  Abyssinians,  following  the  fashion- 
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able  way  of  judging'  about  the  origin  of  nations,  one 
should  boldly  conclude,  that  the  Abyssinians  were  a 
colony  of  Persians  ;  but  this  is  mty  weft  tc> 
fee  without  foundation.  The  custonas  mentioned  as 
only  peculiar  to  Persfia,  were  common  to  all  the  east  - 
and  they  were  Idst  Wbeh  tfedse  emitttrfes  li^l^^^  over- 
run aB<^l  conquered  by  people  who  introduced  hm^ 
barous  customs  of  their  own.  The  reason  why  we 
have  so  nniGh  left  of  the  Persian  customs  is,  that  they 
were  written,  and  so  not  liable  to  alteration  ;  and 
liieir  being  on  parchment  also  contributed  to  their 
preservation.  The  history  which  treats  of  those  am- 
eteiit  and  pdlMed  ita#J>ri^^  hm  presented  few  fmg^ 
ments  of  their  manners  entire  from  the  ruins  of  time  ; 
while  Abyssinia,  at  war  with  nobody,  or  at  war  vf ith 
Iteiifottly,  Ubm  ^rasetveift  thi^  ancient  customs  nelUcik 
It  enjoyed  in  common  with  jiU  the  east,  mi  ^hxch 
were  only  lost  in  other  kingdoms  by  the  invasion  of 
strangers,  a  misfortune  Abyssinia  has  never  suffered 
since  the  introdnctioJi  ti  M^S- 

The  old  Egyptians,  as  we  are  told  by  sacred  scrip- 
ture, did  not  eat  with  strangers  ;  but  perhaps  the  ob- 
^fehffeitioft  ii  munie^  farther '  than  mm  scjfiptat* 
nieant.  The  instance  given  of  Joseph's  brethren  not 
being  allowed  to  et^t  with  the  Egyptians  was,  bee^ase 
Joseph  had  tol^Pharoah  brethren,  and  Jacob 

his  tktker,  were  shepherds,  that  h^  might  obtain  from 
the  Egyptians  the  land  of  Goshen,  a  land,  as  the 
name  imports,  of  pasturage  and  grass,  which  the  Nile 
tiev^r  Wtrfiowed^  and  it  was  therefore  in  possession  of 
the  shepherds.  Now  the  sphepherds,  we  aretold,  were 
the  direct  natural  enemies  of  the  Egyptians  who  live 
in  towijs.  irkeshe{i^hei<ds^  tis&Sadri^^  god  whom 

the  Egyptians  worshipped. 

The  Egyptians  worshipped  the  cqv^^  and  the  shep- 
herds lived  upon  htv  flesh,  wlii6h  tn^S^  tlem  ^  sepa- 
riite  p^Oirl%  that  could  not  eat  nor  communicate  to- 
gether ;  and  the  very  knowledge  of  this  was,  a*  we 
are  informed  by  scripture,,  the  reason  why  Joseph  told. 


^  The  anei^m  Egyptians  in  some  oases  ^milHr 

Bb^^h,  Vi'hen  he  asked  him  what  profession  bm 
lirfethi*en  were  of,  *^  (says  Joseph)  are 

shepherds^  ^hd  their  employuient  the  feeding*  of  cat- 
tte  and  this  wa^s  given  ottt^  that  the  land  of  Goshen 
might  be  allotted  to  them,  and  so  they  and  their  de- 
scendants l^e  kept  separate  from  the  Egyptians,  and 
not  exposed  to  mingle  in  their  abominations  ;  6r, 
though  they  had  abstained  from  those  abominations, 
they  could  not  kill  cattle  for  sacrifice  or  for  food. 
Tk^f  webltf  iPafead  iHUMH  ikgmtsm^  thSinmym  | 
and,  as  Moses  says,  would  have  stoned,  and  so  the 
end  of  bringing  them  to  Goshen  would  have  been 
#osl^ated,  #hieh  was'  fi>  Mtme  fbem  in  ^i  pJetittM 
land  in  peace  and  security,  till  they  should  attain  to 
be  a  mighty  pepple,  capable  of  subduing  and  filling 
the  kiid,  W  which,  at  tile  end  of  their  captivity, 
God  was  to  feuil  th^itil^ 

Thor  Abyssinians  neither  eat  nor  drink  with  stran- 
gers, though  they  have  no  reason  for  this  ;  and  it  is 
fiOW  a  mere  prejudice,  because  the  Occasion  for 
this  regulation  is  lost.  They  break  or  purify,  how- 
ever,, every  vessel  a  stranger  of  any  kind  shall  have 
^^iett  or  drttnk  ef;  ^be  cii«f&m  tlben  is  copied  from 
the  Egyptians  ;  and  they  have  preserved  ity  though 
the  Egyptians  reason  does  no  longer  hold. 

l%e  Egyptians  tttrtde  ito^eciotitit  tile  rttdtheir 
what  l>er  state  was  ;  if  the  father  was  free,  the  child 
followed  the  condition  of  the  father.  This  is  strictly 
so  in  Abyssinia.  The  king's  child  by  a  negro-slave» 
bcWJght  with  money^'dr  t^kettitt  ^Utf  la  as  near'ia 
succepding  to  the  crown,  as  any  one  of  tvi^enty 
children  that  he  has  older  than  that  one,  and  born  of 
the  noblest  wditteii  df  ttri^i^^^^^^ 

The  men  iu  Egypt  neither  bought  nor  sold  ;  the 
same  in  the  case  in  Abyssinia  at  this  day.  It  is  infamy 
Ibf  n  tttan  to  go  to  inartet  to  buy  anything. 
cannot  carry  water  or  bake  bread  ;  but  he  must  wash 
the  cluaths  belonging  to  both  sexes  j  and,  in  this  fyiiic- 
Um$  the  wqtn#it  i?awtiMt        Moi»    In  AbyMfitrf^a^  l^ 
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to  the  modern  Abyssinians* 
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men  carried  their  burdens  on  their  Iiea^^  flteif«^©iifr#tt 
on  their  shoulders;  and  this  difFerence,  we  are  tohl, 
obtained  in  Egypt-  It  is  plain,  that  this  buying,  in 
the  public  m^^igt,  %  woiimit^^^^^^ 
ever  jealousy  or  sequestration  of  that  sex  began.  For 
this  reason  it  ended  early  in  Egy|)t  j  but,  for  the  op- 
poi^lti^  f^son^  it  siib&lgtJ5  m  Miymm^  to  Ilim  tky;  It 

was  a  sort  of  impiety  in  Egypt  to  eat  a  calf ;  and  the 
reason  was;  plain,  they  worshipped  the  cow.  In  Abys- 
sinia, to  thfs  day,  no  man  eats  veal,  although  every 
one  very  willingly  eats  a  cow.  ^Im  Mgy\fiMn  miitom 
no  longer  subsists,  as  in  the  former  case,  but  the  pre- 
judice remains,  though  they  have  forgotten  their 
reason. 

The  Abyssinians  eat  no  wild  or  water-fowl,  not 
even  the  goose,  which  was  a  great  delicacy  in  Egvpt* 
*fM  r^#ij  0^  is,  that,  upon  thmt i&mftmm 
Judaism^i  they  i^em^rced  to  relinquish  lfet*il*  ancient 
municipal  customs,  as  tar  as  they  were  contrary  to 
>  the  Mosaical  law ;  and  the  animals,  in  their  country, 
not  corresponding  in  form,  kiod^  or  name,  wnth  those 
mentioned  in  the  Septuagint,  or  original  Hebrew,  it 
has  followed,  that  there  many  of  each  class  that 
not  Avh^ther  they  are  elearr^^f  liot  j  anda  wtm- 
derful  confusion  and  uncertainty  has  followed  throuuh 
ignor^.nce  or  ipistake^  being  unwilling  to  violate 
thiferltw  ifl  atiy  t^ne  liit^^tice,  though  iii?t  understand* 
ing  it. 

It  must  be  from  prejudice  alone  we  condemn  the 
eating  of  raw  flesh  ;  no  precept,  divine  or  human^ 
fafbid^it;  and  if  it  be  ttHe,  as  later  Iratelte^  foa-ve 
discovered,  that  there  are  nations  ignorant  of  the  use 
of  fire,  amy  law  against  eating  raw  flesh  could  never 
fcAVeb^ett-fetehd  by  God*  tetibiigatory  upon  man- 
kind in  general.  At  any  rate,  it  is  certainly  not 
clearly  known,  whether  the  eating  raw  flesh  was  not 

earlier  and  more  gejieral  practice  than  l)y  pre- 
Mring  it  with  fire ;  many  wise  and  learned  men 
fcave  doul?ted,  wbetjti^ii-  it  was  at  fjrsj;  permitted  to 

man 
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man  to  feat*  lamiii^t  hbd     all.  %M  mit1kot  M 

life,  and  t!ie  best  judge  of  what  was  proper  to  main- 
tain it,  gave  this  regimen  to  our  first  parents — Be- 
hold, 1  have  given  you  every  herb  bearing  ^^ec^i,  wbtch 
is  npou  the  face  of  all  the  earth,  and  every  tree,  in  the 
which  is  the  fruit  of  a  tree  yielding  seed  :  to  you  it 
shall  be  for  meat/*'  And  though,  immediately  after, 
he  fixetlfl&ns  both  beasts  and  fowls,  and  every  thing 
that  creepeth  upon  the  earth,  he  does  not  say  that 
he  has  designed  any  of  these  as  meat  for  man.  On 
the  ebniriil?yj  he  seems  to  haVe^litended  the  vegeta- 
ble creation  as  food  for  both  man  and  beast — And 
to  every  beast  of  the  earth,  and  to  every  fowl  of 
the  mr,  and  to  every  thing  that  creepeth  itpon  the 
earth,  wherein  there  is  life^  I  have  given  every  green 
herb  for  meat:  and  it  was  so."  After  the  floods 
wli^iir  mankind  began  16  repossess  the  eaith^  0o4 
giami  Mmh  a  much  more  extensive  permi^§ion 
"  Every  moving  thing  that  liveth  shall  be  meat  for 
you;  even  as  the  green  herb  have  1  given  you  all 
things/* 

Saul's  army,  after  a  battle,  slew,  that  is,  fell  vora- 
ciously upon  the  cattle  they  had  taken,  and  threw 
thettt  upon  the  groim€  tiOf  CWtdff'thefr  fleshy  'a^oi  eat 
them  raw,  so  that  the  army  was  defiled  by  eating 
bloody  or  living  animals.  To  prevent  this4,  Saul 
canned  to  be  rolled  to  htxii  a  great  stone,  atidi  ordered 
those  that  killed  their  oxen  to  cut  their  throats  upon 
that  stone.  This  was  the  only  lawful  way  of  killing 
animals  for  food;  the  tying  of  the  ox  and  throwing  it 
upon  the  ground  was  not  permitted  as  equivaleftt* 
^'be  Israelites  did  probably  in  tbat  case,  as  the  Abys- 
siniaus  do  at  this  day  ;  they  cut  a  part  of  its  throaty 
so  that  blimd  tai^ht  be  seen  tipoii  the  gro^idd,  but 
nothing  mortal  to  the  animal  followed  from  that 
wound*  But,  after  laying  his  head  upon  a  lar|^e 
^tone,  and  cutting  hjs  throat,  the  blood  fell  from  m 
high,  or  -was  poured  on  the  ground  like  Vi^ater,  and 
i&jjfiici#nt  evidfiuce  appeared  that  the  creature  was 

deadi 
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dead^  before  it  was  attempted  to  eat  it;  The  Abys-* 
siniaiis^  eaoie  frptti  Palesititte  a  very  few  year^  after 
this ;  and  there  m  m  doiibt,  tbat  they  then  carried 
with  them  this,  with  many  other  Jewkh  Cttatohas^ 
which  they  have  continued  to  this  day. 

Consistent  with  the  plan  of  his  work,  which  is  to 
describe  the  manners  of  the  several  natibns  throitgh 
which  Mr.  Bruce  passed,  g-ood  and  bad,  as  he  ob- 
served them,  he  says,  he  cannot  avoid  giving  somei 
aeddilttt  of  this  Polyphemus  banquet,  as  far  as  de- 
cency will  permit  him  :  it  is  part  of  the  history  of  a 
barbarous  people  f  and|,  however  he  might  wish  it«  be 
cannot  decline  the  taste. 

In  the  capital,  where  one  is  safe  from  surprise  at 
all  times,  or  in  the  country  or  villfiges,  when  the  rainsr 
have  become  so  constant  that  the  valleys  will  not  bear 
a  fa&rs6  to  pass  them,  or  that  rriaa  eaiitro^  ventare  far 
from  home,  through  fear  of  being  surrounded  and 
swept  away  by  tenaporary  torrents,  occasioned  by 
sudden  sbowersf  dn  tlie  naduntains;  in  a  word,  when 
a  man  can  say  lie  is  safe  at  home,  and  the  speur  and. 
shield  is  hung  up  in  the  hall,  a  number  of  people  of 
the  best  fashion  in  the  villages,  of  both  sexes,  cour- 
tiers in  the  palace,  M  citizens  in  the  town,  meet  to- 
gether-to  dine  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock.  A 
lon^  table  is  set  in  the  middle  of  a  lar^e  room,  and 
Iteftcto  bailee  It  ^r   ittimb«!^  «rf  g:*iesfe^  w^d  i^^^^ 
vited.     Tables  and  benches  the  Portuguese  intro- 
duced amongst  theiii)  but  bull  hides,  spread  upon 
the  ground,  serv^il  ]^#n3t  before,  asf  they  now  do  in  the 
Camp  and  country*    A  cow  or  bull,  one  or  more,  m 
the  company  is  numerous,  is  brought  close  to  the  door^ 
and  his  feet  strongly  tied.    The  dewlap  is  out  only  sa 
deep  as  to  arrive  at  tM  f0^$^f  which  it  totally  con* 
sists  J  and,  by  the  separation  of  a  few  small  blood- 
vessels, six  or  seven  drops  of  blood  only  fall  upon  the 
ground.    They  have  no  stone,  benchr  Ot"  altar/  \fp§A 
which  the  cruel  assassin  lays  the  animal's  bead  in 
this  operation.   Mr.-  Bruce  be^s  pardon  indeed  for 
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calling  this  butcher  an  assassin,  as  he  is  not  so  mer^ 
ciful  as  to  aim  at  the  life,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to 
keep  the  beast  alive  till  he  be  nearly  eaten  up.  Hav- 
ing' satisfied  the  Mosaical  law,-accopdieg  to  bils  con- 
ception, by  pouring  these  six  or  seven  drops  upon 
the  ground,  two  or  naore  of  them  fall  to  work  j  on  the 
fctc%M^f  thebmst^  an^^  on  meh^skl^  of  th^  spin^i  thfey 
cut  skin  deep  ;  then  putting  their  fingers  between 
the  flesh  and  the  skin,  they  begin  to  strip  the  hide  of 
the  aniiTiiil  half  way  down  his  ribs^,  and  ro  dhtd  ifje 
battock^  cutting  the  skin  wherever  it  hinders  them 
commodiously  to  strip  the  poor  animal  bare.    All  the 
flesh  on  the  buttocks  is  thett  cut  oflT,  and  in  m\M 
square  pieces,  witboiilr  tettte^^  or  much  efi'usion  of 
blood  ;  and  the  prodigious  noise  the  animal  makes  is 
a  signal  for  the  company  to  sit  down  to  table.  There 
»r&tb€tvl5aid  biik*e>  ^^erj?  guest,  instead  of  plat€^, 
round  cakes,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  about  twice  as 
large  as,  a  pan-cake,  and  something  thicker  and 
ttttjgltef;   If  Is  tmleavened  bi^ead  ts^  xr  Sibttf  fe^^^^^^ 
far  frotti  being  disagreeable,  and  very  easily  digested, 
made  of  a  grain  called  teff.    It  is  of  different  colours, 
from  black  to  the  colour  of  the  wMtest  wbeat-bre^^^^^ 
Three  or  four  of  these  cakes  are  generally  put  upper* 
most,  for  the  food  of  the  person  opposite  to'whose 
seat  they  are  placed.    Beneath  these  are  four  or  five 
of  dt^toftfy  fefead;  md  of  a  blacki^fe  Mni.  These 
serve  the  masters  to  wipe  his  fingers  upon,  and  after- 
wards the  servant  for  bread  to  his  dinner,    Two  or 
ik'fee  sef  v&ntt  tlteti  fecitie  each  WttK  ^  miai^^pteee  at 
beef  in  his  bare  hands,  laying  it  upon  the  cakes  of 
teff,  placed  like  dishes  down  the  table,  withoiit  clptU 
or  any  thing  else  beneath  them.    By  this  time  all  the 
guests  h^m  taJken  up  ti^*^  knives,  and  their  men 
have  the  large  crooked  ones,  which  they  put  to  all 
sorts  of  uses  during  the  time  of  war.    The  women 
liave  sn:iall  clasped  knives,  mch  as  the  worst  of  the 
kind  made  at  Birmingham,  sold  for  a  penny  each. 
Tke  company  are  3Q  ranged^  that  one  mau  sits  be- 
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f #e#ri  tW6  Wdmeil  *  the  man  with  his  long-  knife  cots 
a  thin  piece,  which  would  be  thought  a  good  beef- 
steak in  England,  while  you  se<e  the  iiaption  of  the 
fibres  yet  perfectly  distinct,  and!  alivfe  In  tire  flesh« 
No  man  in  Abyssinia,  of  any  fashion  whatever,  feed* 
himself,  or  touches  his  own  meat.  The  women  take 
the  steak,  and  cut  it  lengthways  like  strings,  about 
Iht  tbicknef^s  of  a  little  finger,  then  cross-ways  into 
square  pieces,  something  smaller  than  dice.  This 
they  lay  upon  a  piece  of  the  teff  bread,  strongly  poW'^ 
tierfed  wSiti  felnck  pepper,  or  Cayenne  pepper,  tm^ 
fossilesalt;  they  then  wrapt  it  up  in  teff  bread  like 
a  cartridge.^  In  the  mean  time,  the  man  having  put 
up  his  knife,  with  eaehr  feattd  mtmg  upon  his  tie1gh#^ 
bour%  knee,  his  body  sloping,  his  head-  low  and 
forward,  and  mouth  open  very  like  an  ideot,  he  turns 
to  the  one  whose  cartridge  is  first  ready,  who  stuffs 
the  whole  iD^f  it  Tirto  his  mouth,  which  is  so  full  that 
he  is  constant  danger  of  being  choaked.  This  is  a 
mark  of  grandeur.  The  greater  the  man  would 
seem  to  be,  the  larger  pf^^  Tie  t^tk^s^-TO  fife  #oiith ; 
,  and  the  more  noise  he  makes  in  chewing  it,  the  more 
polite  he  is  thought  to  be.  They  have,  indeed,  a 
proverb  that  says,  Beggars  slhd  thieves  only  ^ai 
small  pieces,  of  vfitJiout  making  a  noise/*  Having 
dispatched  this  morsel,  which  he  does  very  expe- 
ditiously, his  next  female  neighbour  holds  forth  ano* 
tber  cartridg-e,  which  goes  the  same  way,  and  so  oa 
till  he  is  satisfied.  He  never  drinks  till  he  has  finish- 
ed eating  ;  and  before  he  beg:ins,  in  gratitude  to  the 
Mt  dfte  iMt  fed  himv  M  makw  np  two  MWeI!  Mfe  of 
the  same  kind  and  form  ;  each  of  his  neighbours  open 
their  mouth  at  the  pame  time^  while  with  each  hand 
he  puts  their  portion  into  tlmt  motiths.  tlieti  falk 
to  drinking  out  of  a  large  handsome  horn  ;  the  ladies 
eat  till  they  are  satisfied,  and  then  all  drink  together. 
A  great  deal  of  mirth  and  joke  goes  round,  very  seU 
doaa  with  any  mixture  of  acrimony  or  ill  humour* 
Poriftg     this  unfortiiiiate  victim  at  the 
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door  is  Wetding-  indeed,  but  bleeding;  little.  As  lotig^ 
as  they  can  opt  off  the  flesh  fVoofi  his  bones,  they  do  not 
ineddJe  wjih  the  thighs,  or  the  parts  where  the  great 
Ai^ferfes-*fe,  At  k^b't,  they  fi^ll  upon  the  thigfes  Hle^ 
wise;  and  soon  after,  the  animal  bleeding^  to  death, 
becomes  so  tough,  that  the  pannibals,  who  have  the 
mi  of  I't  to  eat,  find  %^ry  hard  work  to  separate  the 
flesh  from  the  bones  with  their  teeth  like  dogs.  Mean 
>vhile,  those  within  are  very  much  elev9.ted  j  Jove 
jightiS  all  its  fires,  and  every  thing  is  permitted  with 
absolute  freedom.  Tlierre  iwo  eoyness,  qo  delay,  no 
peed  of  appointments  or  retirement,  to  gratify  their 
wishes  ;  there  are  no  rooms  but  one,  in  which  they  sa- 
crifice both  to  Blireehtif  mid  to  Venus. 

Although  we  read  from  the  Jesuits  a  great  deal 
about  marriage  and  polygamy  j  yet  there  is  nothing 
•which  may  h€  a^ett^d  Brtdr6  ti'^v^ki^^  ^b*E^t^^ 
no  such  thing  as  marriage  in  Abyssinia,  unless  that 
which  is  pontracted  by  mutual  consent,  without  oth^r 
foieipo^  subsisting  only  tiU  dissolved  by  dissent  of  m& 
Iff  ©tjier,  and  to  be  renewed  or  repeated  as  often  as  it 
is  agreeable  to  both  parties,  who,  when  they  please, 
cohabit  tQgej:her  again  as  man  and  wife,  after  having 
been  divorcedjr  Md  children  by  others,  oy  whether 
they  have  been  married,  or  had  children  with  others 
pr  not.  Mr.  Bruce  remembers  once  to  have  bpten  at 
KfMti^m  fii  Jpf  esfetiree  of  the  Iteghe,  when,  in  the  ci*i^% 
there  was  a  woman  of  great  quality,  and  seven  ment 
who  had  all  been  her  husbandS|  none  of  whom  was 
the  happy  spouse  at  that  time. 

yppn  separation  they  divide  the  cl^ildren.  The 
eldest  sqn  falls,  to  the  mother's  first  cliQipej^  and  the 
eldest  daughter  tq  thfe  father.  If  there  be  hut  one 
daughter,  and  all  the  rest  son^,  she  is  assigned  tp  the 
father.  If  there  be  but  one  son,  and  all  the  r^st  daugh- 
ters, he  is  the  right  of  the  mother.  If  the  numbers 
are  unequal  after  the  first  election,  the  rest  are  divided 
by  lot.  There  is  no  such  distinction  as  legitimate  ant^ 
jliggitimate  children,  from  the  king  to  the  b^gggar  ;  for 
"  -  *   '  ^   ^   *  ^  ^  #PPOsing 
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^upposin^  any  one  of  thmv  marriages  validi  4ll  tll« 
Issue  of  the  rest  must  be  adnlterous  bastards. 

The  king  in  his  marriage  uses  no  other  ceremony 
than  this^  s  he  sends  an  Azagi^ Id Ih^  house  where  the 
lady  lives,  where  the  officer  announces  to  her,  it  is  the 
king's  pleasure,  that  she  should  remove  instantly  to 
lhe|ialace.  She  then  dresser  herself  in  the  hmt  man- 
ner, and  immediately  obeys.  Thenceforward  he  as- 
signs her  an  apartment  in  the  palace,  and  gives  her  a 
hdti^g  igkfewhere  in  any  part  she  chooser.  Then, 
when  he  makes  her  Iteghe,  it  seems  to  be  the  nearest 
resemblance  to  marriage  j  for,  whether  in  the  court 
or  the  eamp,  he  orders  one  of  the  judges  to  prmiouncia 
in  his  presence,  that  he,  the  king")  bii^  Mi^Ben  his 
hand-maid,  naming  her  for  his  queen;  upon  which 
the  crown  is  put  upon  her  head,  but  she  is  not 
anmiil^v 

The  crown  being  hereditary  in  one  family,  but 
elective  in  the  person,  and  polygamy  being  permit- 
ted, niiist  have  multiplied  these  heirs  very  unu  h,  and 
produced  constant  disputes,  so  that  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  anarchy  and  ef- 
ftisioti  of  foyai  blood,  which  was  otherwise  inevitably 
to  follow*  The  remedy  was  a  humane  and  getttf^^ 
one  ;  they  were  confined  in  a  good  climate  upon  a 
high  mountain,  and  maintained  there  at  the  public. 
«s^pense»  They  arfe  taught  io  tfefed  ari^  vrritei  lint 
nothing  else ;  750  cloths  for  wrappinsf  round  them, 
3000  ounces  of  gold,  which  is30,000  doiiars,  or  cro  wnst 
iiipe  allowed  by  the  state  for  their  nTferintenattc^.  T'hesrd 
princes  are  hardly  used  :  and,  in  troublesome  times, 
often  put  to  death  uppn  the  smallM  misinformation* 
Whilst  Mr.  Brtice  was  in  Abyssinia,  their  revenue 
was  so  grossly  misapplied,  that  4ome  of  them  were 
said  to  have  died  with  hunger  and  of  cold,  by  the 
avarice  and  hard-heartedness  of  Michael  neglecting 
to  furnish  them  neees.saries.  Nqr  had  the  king,  as 
far  as  ever  Mr.  Bruce  could  discern,  that  fellow-feplr 
ing,  one  would  have  expected  from  a  prince,  rescued 
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from  that  very  situation  himself:  hovvever  th^t1^6*  and 
bowey^r  distrassing  the  situation  of  those  princes, 
i^fe  mitt-ndl  with  it,  when  we  look  to 

ilie  mighbouring^  king^donci  of  Sennaai',  or  MotJk, 
There  no  mountain  is  trusted  with  the  confinement 
of  their  princes  ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  father  dies,  the 
throats  of  all  the  collateral%  ^tid4tt  their  desceiiid^ltl#, 
that  can  be  laid  hold  of,  are  cut;  and  this  is  the  case- 
with  all  the  black  states  in  the  desert  west  of  Sea- 
liaar,  ®ar  Po#r^  Sale,  itftd  Bftg^nntisr.* 

Tp  speaking"  of  the  military  force  of  this  kingdom, 
great  exaggerations  have  been  used.  The  lai^^t 
^rmy  thM  wet*  was  in  the  field  was  that  hi  the  rebel- 
iidtt  before  the  battle  of  Serbraxos.  When  they  first 
encamped  upon  the  lake  Tzana,  the  rebel  army  al- 
together might  amount  to  about  50,000  men.  In 
about  a  fortnight  afterwards,  many  had  deserted  j 
and  Mr.  Bruce  does  not  think  (for  he  speaks  only  by 
hearsay)  that,  when  the  king  marched  out  of  Gon- 
dar,  they  wera^  iihm  ^hm^  m0)(i,  Whm  ^m^m 
joined^  and  it  was  known  that  Michael  and  his  army 
increased  to  above  60,000  men  ^  cpwards  and  brave^ 
told  khd  young,  vetariirt  ^dldfei^  att^  lilackguar^  all 
came  to  be  spectators  of  that  desirable  event,  which 
many  of  the  wisest  had  despaired  of  living  to  see. 
The  king's  army,  perhaps,  never  amounted  to  20,000 

mm%         4mimUm^^^M^  ^^^^^  ^ix^^ihe^ 


^  Df.  Johnson's  beautiful  Me  of  Rasselas  Pi'ihce  of  Abyssinia, 
where  warmth  of  imagination,  correct  reasoning,  and  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  general  manners  of  mankind,  and  of  the  various  ap- 
pearances of  human  life,  are  so  eminently  displayed,  has  already  ren- 
dered this  custom  of  the  Abyssinian  empire  very  generally  known  to 
English  readers.  He  has  converted  the  dreary  mountain  into  a  happy 
valley.  He  has  excluded  the  real  evils  to  which  the  confined  princes 
are  exposed  ;  but  has  a  sufficient  re.sourcein  ennui  to  embitter  their  en- 
j^y^mi^^*  The  tramlatipn  J(?if  Lol^^l  v^f  ^i\?^^^^r|i04ii^.IJj;4 
lif^t literary  efforts;  tli% Wforrhatitm  eomrtiiihicatttf bjr flie  Mt^^^ 
appears  to  have  made  a  deep  impression  on  his  mind.  The  story  of 
Easselas,  and  the  account  of  Seguld's  vain  resolution  to  dedicate  a  fexy 
days  to  happiness,  itt  ^  if^^^^ 
noble  proofs  of  this. 
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retreated  to  Gondar,  Mr.  Bruce  does  not  suppose  the 
army  was  16,000,  most  from  the  province  of  Tigre. 
Fasil,  indeed,  had  not  joined  ;  and  putting'  his  army 
at  12,000  men,  it  d#es  not  api^eat^  that  any  ktrtg^  of 
Abyssinia  ever  commanded  40,000  effective  men  at 
any  time,  or  upon  any  cause  whatever,  exckisive  of 

Their  standards  are  larg-e  staves,  surmounted  at 
thetop  with  a  hollow  ball  ^  Jt>eIow  this  is  a  tube  in 
which  the  staff  is  fixed  ;  aftd'jpimediately  below  the 
ball,  a  narrow  stripe  of  silk  mad^e  forfc<BdrOr  swallow- 
tailed,  like  a  vane,  and  seldom  much  broader.  The 
standards  of  the  infantry  have  their  flags  painted  two 
coleflrs  cpossways — yellow,  white,  red^  or  green.  The 
horse  have  all  a  lion  upon  their  flag,  some  a  red,  some 
a  green,  and  ^ome  a  white  lion.  The  black  horse 
h^re  a  yeltew  llMj  dttd  6f  #r  it  a  ^filte  M^irttpdn  a 
red  flag,  alluding  to  two  prophecies,  the  one,  Ju- 
dah  is  u  young  lion,"  <ind  the  other^  "  There  shall 
comea  iitaf  ot^l  of  Jfadab^'^  ^his  hhd  be^ri  d^isdofi- 
tin«eci  for  wH.mi^'' 4^loth,  till,  the  war  of  Begember, 
when  a  large  piece  was  found  in  Joas's  wardrobe, 
and  was  thought  a  certain  omen  of  his  victory,  and  of 
a  ttitrgf^iiid  vigorous  reign.  This  piece  of  cloth  was 
«aid  to  have  been  brought  from  Cairo  by  Yasous  II. 
for  the  campaign  of  Sennaar  j  and,  with  the  other 
stah tods  and  colont*s;  iras  sfln*enderM  to  the  i^^ 
when  the  king  was  made  prisoner. 

The  king's  household  troops  should  consist  of  aboilt 
8000  infantry,  2000  of  vt^Hch  mrry  firelocks,  ^tt^ 
SCtpply  tlie  place  of  archers;  bows  have  befell  teid  a;*^^^ 
for  near  a  hundred  years,  and  are  only  now  used  by 
the  Waito  Shangalla,  and  some  other  barbarous  in- 
cton^id^mble  natk)n^^^^  These  troops  are  divided  into 
four  companies,  each  under  an  officer  called  Shalaka^ 
which  answers  to  our  colonel.  Every  twenty  men 
haire  an  officfefv  fevery  fifty  a  second,  mid  every  htiti^ 
drfed  a  third  ;  that  is,  every  twenty  have  one  officer 
who  epmmands  them,  but  iscommsmded  likewise  biy 
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m  0fficei*j  mno  eomttiEatIs  the  fifty  ;  S0>that  tliei^  fiLt*e 
three  officers  who  command  fifty  men,  six  command 
^  hundred,  and  thirty  command  five  hundred,  over 
^hmtk  irtfe^  Bhfttult^  %  md  this  bed^  they  Hrfl .  ®isl| 
which  signifies  a  house,  or  apartment,  because  each 
of  them  goes  by  the  name  of  one  of  the  king's  apart- 
meiif^.  ¥&t  exattiple,  tfieipfe  %  ^fi  ^apaVtmettff  calleif 
^nbasa  Bet,  or  the  lion's  house,  and  a  regiment  car- 
rying that  name  has  the  charge  of  it,  and  their  duty 
is  at  that  apartment,  or  that  part  of  the  pala^Be  wtfel^e 
it  is ;  there  is  another  called  Jan  Bet,  or  the  ele^ 
phant's  house,  that  gives  the  name  to  another  called 
Werk  Sacala,  or  the  gold  house,  which  gives  its 
imisie  tcf-awo^^^    mrp^ ;  and  so  on  with  the  rest. 

There  are  four  regiments,  that  seldom,  if  ever, 
amounted  to  1600  nien,  which  depend  alone  upon  the 
king,  and  are  nil  torei^ntfSf  iiti  leai^fh^  offic^ei-ij^th 
have  the  charge  of  his  person  while  in  the  field.  In 
times,  when  the  king  is  out  of  leading-strings,  thpy 
atnottnt  to  four  or  fiVfe  thousand,  and  then  oppress™ 
country,  for  they  have  giP^at  privileges.  At  times, 
when  the  king's  hands  are  weak,  they  me  kept  ia- 
complete  out  of  fear  and  jealousy. 

Before  the  king  marches,  proclatiiations  are 

made.  The  first  is,  Buy  your  mules,  get  ready 
your  provision,  and  pay  your  servants ;  for,  after  such 
B  day,  they  ihkl  mm iMMte  ^hal  rropt  fihdf  i&iti^-  Thfr 
second  is  about  a  week  after,  or  according  as  the  exi- 
gency is  pressing  :  this  isj^  "  Cut  ^own  the  kantuffa  in 
me  four  quartei^s  #  the  wbrd,  %  nits  ucil  htmw 
where  I^m  gWttg.^  This  kantufta  i^  a  terrible  thori^ 
which  very  much  molest  the  king  and  nobility  nv 
their  march,  by  taking  hold  of  their  long  hair^  and 
tbtl^ton  cloth  they  are  wrappj&ilm  Wke  third  and 
last  proclamation  is,  I  am  encamped  upon  the  An- 
grab,  or  Kahha;  he  that  does  not  joia  me  there,  I  will 
eha^^ehim  for  seven  years.'*  |5fh 'Bruce  was  long 
in  a  doubt  what  this  term  of  seven  years  meant,  till  he 
recollected  the  jubilee^year  of  the  Jews^  with  whom 
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all  trespasses. 

The  rains  g-enerally  cease  the  eighth  of  September; 
a  sickly  season  follows  till  tfeef  begin  agdn  tifeotft  th6 
20th  of  October;  they  then  continue  pretty  constant, 
but  moderate  in  quantity,  till  Hedar  St  Michael^,  the 

with  the  end  of  these  rain**  end  it  k  theti  the  ^riaies 
begin  to  march. 

In  Abyssinia,  therfe  kve  more  churches  than  in  any 
other  cotiitify ;  and,  though  it  is  very  mountainous^ 
and  consequently  the  view  much  obstructed,  it  is  very 
seldom  you  see  less  than  five  or  six  j  and,  if  you  are  on 
a  cimiiiaaiiding  ground,  five  times  that  numben  Misery 
great  man  that  dies  thinks  he  has  atoned*^for  all  his 
wickedness,  if  he  leaves  a  fund  to  build  a  churchy  or 
}kn  fetitit  itt  M§i  lifetime.  9?he  feliSg  fetttldfe  mmy. 
Wherever  a  victory  is  gained,  there  a  church  is  erect- 
ed in  the  very  field  stinking  .with  the  putrid  bodies  of 
the  iMttk  l^^m&Ajpih  was  only  the  case  when  the 
enemy  was  Pag^Or  ftir ll^dlel ;  now  the  same  is  obserir- 
ed  when*  the  victories  are  over  Christians.  The  situa- 
tion of  a  church  is  always  chosen  near  running  water, 
for  the  convenience  of  their  j^^fications  and  tiibltt^ 
tions,  in  which  they  strictly  observe  the  Levitical  law. 
They  are  always  placed  upon  the  top  of  some  beauti- 
fttl  found  Mil,  Whteh  is  surrounded  entirety  With  ro#^ 
of  the'  oxycedrus,  or  .  Virginia  ceder,  which  grows 
here  in  great  beauty  and  perfe<?tiQ%  and  is  called  Arz. 
Kething  adds  so  much  to  the  beiVuty  of  tltetjdtintry  as 
these  churches,  and  the  pl^mtations  about  th^10s^  In  • 
the  middle  of  this  plantation  of  cedars  is  interspersed, 
at  proper  distances,  a  number  of  those  beautiful  trees 

called  Cufib,  whiehgroW  vei*y  l%h>  sticl  fttfettM  ex^ 

tremely  picturesque. 

The  churches  are  all  round,  with  thatched  roofs  j 
their  summits  are  perte#  ^sim^  j  the  outside'  it  ftti*-^ 
rounded  by  a  number  of  wooden  pillars,  which  are 
pothing  else  than  the  trunks  of  the  cedar- tree,  and 
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are  placed  to  support  the  edifice,  about  eight  feet  of 
tb^  roof  projecting  beyond  the  wall  of  the  churchy 
^MiG!i:fefi<it  an  agreealJk  WalSr  t&r  fedtonnade  around 
it  ht  hot  weather,  or  in  rain.  The  inside  of  the 
eliaf^h  is  in  several  diyisionsjji  according  as  h  pre- 
sor^bdl  bf  the  kw  6f  ifejsfe^*  *£^h^  Mm  k  md& 
sotiaewljat  wider  than  the  inner  one ;  fefeji?©:  tkatrdiJ^^ 
gation  sit  and  pray.  Within  this  is  a  square,  and 
that  square  is  divided  by  a  veil  or  curtain,  in  which 
is  another  very  sm}t  dwjtiiion  answering  to  the  hcAf 
of  holies.  This  is  so  narrow,  that  none  but  the  priests 
can  go  into  it.  You  are  bare-footed,  whenever  you 
enter  th#  ^hiircll,  mi,  if  fea*^B*foiite4>  yoo  may 
through  every  part  of  it,  if  you  have  any  such  curio-^ 
gity,  provided  jou  are  pure,  that  is,  have  not  had  con- 
lieitton  vi^ith'WDmerr  for  twenty -fr«iir  hbtirs  b^ferei  or 
touched  carrion  ordead  bodies,  (a  curious  assemblage af 
ideas)  for  in  that  case  yon  are  not  to  go  within  the  pre- 
cincts, or  outer  circamterence^  of  the  church,  but  stand 
and  say  foar  pm^B^S?^^  ^  ^WiM  distance  am^ftg  flfc^ 
cedars. 

Every  person  of  both  sexes,  under  Jewish  disquali'* 
^m^QMf  is  tiMigefi-to  observe  th^diMance  ;  sbttdtMs 
isalwayvS  a  place  belonging  to  the  church,  where,  ex-* 
cept  in  Lentj^  ^ou  see  the  greatest  part  of  the  congpeir 
gation;  but  this  is  li^ft  to  your  t>#rt  cionstJiemce  j  if 
tltere  was  either  great  inconvenience  in  the  one  situa^ 
tion,  or  great  satisfaction  in  the,  other,  tlie  case  would 
be  otherwise. 

On  your  first  entering  the  church,  you  put  off  yoiit 
$)l0&f :  but  you  must  leave  a  servant  there  with  them^^ 
onebe  they  will  be  stolen,  if  good  for  anything,  by 
the  priests  atid  monks,  before  you  come  out  of  the 
church.  At  entering  you  kiss  the  threshold,  and  the 
two  door-posts,  go  in  .and  say  what  prayer  you 
please;  thtt  fitifshed ,  you  6QtitiB  again,  fl^d  ^oiit* 
{duty  is  over.  The  churches  are  full  of  pictures, 
painted  upon  parchment,  and  nailed  upon  the  walls  in 
^  ittantt#r,l^i^;le^  paltry  prints 

^^i^^^^^ii^^  ^p^^^m  tftf  te       been  al. 
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ways  a  sort  of  painting*  known  among"  tbe^scrihes,  a 
daubing  much  inferior  to  fhe  worst  of  our  sign-paint- 
ers. Sometimes  for  a  particular  churchj  they  get  a 
number  of  pictures  of  saints,  on  skins  of  parchmenty 
ready  finished  from  Cairo,  in  a  style  very  little  supe- 
rior to  these  performances  of  their  own.  They  are 
placed  rike  a  fme,  and  hting^  m  th#  tipper  |mrt  of  tha 
wall.  St.  George  is  generally  there  with  his  dragon, 
and  St.  Demetrious  fighting  a  lion.  There  is  no  choice 
fit  f heir  saints;  they  are  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
tament, and  those  that  might  be  dispensed  with  from 
both.  Ther<?  is  St,  Pontius  Pilate  ?ind  his  wife ;  there 
m       Bakatti  WBi  Samsdtt  and  his  jaw- 

bone;  and  so  tit  1^6  testi  But  the  thing  thettMc^ 
prised  Mr.  Bruce  most  was  a  kind  of  square-minia- 
ture upon  the  head-piece,  or  mitre,  of  the  priest,  ad- 
iitdiiisttring  the  sacrament  at  Ado  wa,  representing  Pha- 
roah  on  a  white  horse  plunging  in  the  Red  Sea,  with 
many  guns  and  pistols  swimming  upon  the  surface  of 
it  a^oaitd  hitrtv 

Nothing  embossed,  or  in  relief,  ever  appears  in  any 
of  theiy  churches ;  all  this  would  be  reckoned  idola- 
try, mudi  so  that  they  do  not  wear  a  cross,  m 
l^een  represented,  oh  the  top  of  the  ball  of  the  seTii#^j^* 
or  standard,  because  it  casts  a  shade  ;  but  there  is  no 
doui)t  that  pictures  have  been  used  in  their  churches 
from  the  vary  Wfliest  ages  of  Christianity. 

The  primate  or  patriarch  of  the  Abyssinian  Church 
is  styled  Abuna.  The  first  of  these  prelates  mention* 
ed  in  history  is  Teela  Haitiratitiftrt,  who  distinguished 
himself  by  the  restoration  of  the  royal  family,  and  the 
regulations  w  hich  he  made  both  in  church  and  state* 
A  wise  ordinance  Was  then  enacted  that  the  Abyssi- 
nians  should  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  raise  one  of 
their  own  counti^ymen  to  the  dignity  of  Abuna.  As 
this  dignitary  of  the  church  very  seldom  understands 
the  language  of  the  country,  he  has  no  share  in  the 
:government.  His  chief  employment  is  in  ordinations, 
which  ceremony  is  thus  performed.    A  number  of 
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Stii  there  stand  from  huniility>  ti^  daring  to  approach 
him.  He  then  asks  who  these  are,  and  they  tell  him 
that  they  wish  to  be  deacons.  On  this  he  makes  two 
ot  th^ee^%iiS  #itli  a  ^\m\i  ttm  in^  ^mi,  *ttd 
blows  with  his  mouth  twice  or  thrice  upon  them  say- 
JEig  :  Let  them  be  deacons."  Mr.  Bruce  once  saw 
lite  whole  wtitjriof  Begemder,  %h6Ji  fast  retOirtrecT 
iroin  shedding  the  blood  of  10,000  men,  made  dea- 
cons by  the  4buna,  who  stood  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  distant  ft'dm  fhfem.  With  the^e  i^^re  mingled 
about  1000  women,  who  hli#JBig  part  of  tlie  sanie 
blast  and  brandishment  of  the  cros^^  were  coiweqtteat- 
ly  as  good  deacons  as  the  rest. 

Thfe  ltehegue,  the  chief  of  the  monkt>  feji  iitawiii 
troublesome  times  of  much  greater  importance  than 
the  Abuna.  There  are  after  the  monks,  chief-priests 
atid  scjribes>  nk  in  the  Jewish  church,  the  tbt^st^fij?h&^^^ 
are  the  ignorant  careless  copiers  of  the  holy  scriptures. 
The  monks  do  not  live  in  convents  as  in  Europe,  but 
ia  separate  babifations  round  their  church,  and  ^fttib 
cultitates  a  portion  of  the  land  belonging  to  them. 
The  priests  have  their  maintenance  assigned  to  them 
in  kind,  and  do  not  labour.  A  steward,  being  a  lay- 
man, is  placed  among  them  by  the  king,  who  receives 
all  the  rents  belonging  to  the  churches,  and  distri- 
butes among  the  priests  the  portion  that  is  their  due ; 
bilt  taeitiifir  .tb#  .ibona,  itny  other  ^%Mchmmr 
has  a  rigb^t&H^tei^fep^f  to  touch  thexeireiitte»  of  the 
church, 

Hffe  artrete^  ^the  fait|f  df  the  Abys^inmns,  hair- 
ing been  inquired  into,  and  discussed  with  so  much 
feeenne^s  in  the  beginning  of  last  century,  Mr.  Bruce 
was  afraid  he  should  disoblige  some  of  his  readers  if 
he  had  passed  this  subject  without  notice^ 

Their  first  bishop,  Frumentius,  being  ordained 
about  the  year  333,  and  instructed  in  the  religion  of  the 
Greeks  of  the  church  of  Alexandria  by  St.  Athana- 
sius,  then  sitting  in  the  chair  of  St.  Mark,  it  follows 
that  the  true  relig-ion  of  the  Abyssinians,  which  they 


received  on  their  conversion  to  Chrtstianityt  m  timt 
of  the  Greek  church  ;  and  every  rite  or  ceremony  in 
the  Abyssinian  church  may  be  found  and  traced  up  to 
lis  orf^ft  i«  #6  €^t*efe^  felitit^heS,  #Mr  l>otli  6f  thrift 
were  orthodox.  Frnmentius  preserved  Abyssinia  un- 
tainted with  heresy;  till  the  day  of  his  death.  We 
iiipdi  #0m  a  li^ttfet  f^reteirved  m  me  worfes  t)f  Atha'- 
nasius,  that  Constantius,  the  heretical  Greek  emperor, 
wished  St.  Athanasins  to  deliver  him  u^^,  which  that 
patriarch  refused  to  do  j  iiiie^d  at  tbartihleit  was  not 
in  his  power. 

Soon  after  this  Arianism,  and  a  number  of  other  he- 
resies, each  in  turn,  were  brought  by  tlfe  monks 
y^fyfe;  md  infected  the  church  of  Aby$gM^4 
A  great  part  of  these  heresies,  in  the  beginning*,  were 
certainly  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  languages  in 
tlS^^  l^ttJ^i*,  and  especially  the  two  W^iird^^BiitTSft^diicI 
jpfecsaii  ;  than  which  no  two  words  were  ever  more 
e^ifOfcal  iii  every  language  in  which  they  |iaye  beea 
tratt$Jajted;. 

If  was  settled  l>y  general  couBGil,  that  one 

Ibaptism  only  was  necessary  for  the  regeneration  of 
man,  for  freeing  him  from  the  sin  of  our  hrst  parents, 
atid  listing  him  under  the  banner  of  Christ. — con- 
fess one  baptism  for  the  remission  of  suis/'  says  the 
Symbol*  It  was  maintained  by  the  Jesuits,  that  in 
Abyssinia,  t>ttt?a  every  year  they  baptizecl  aM'g'jfaifelt 
people,  or  adults.  Mr.  Bruce  here  relates  what  he 
iiiKjself  saw  on  the  spot^  and  what  is  nothing;  more 
liis^u  l&er^elebration  of  t^ir  ^H^ttp%^bapMsm. 

!rtlB  small  river,  running  between  the  town  of 
Adowa  and  the  church,  had  been  dammed  up  for  se- 
vmsil  days  ;  the  stream  was  scanty,  so  that  it  scarcely 
DV^rfiowed.  It  was  in  ptnaes  three  feet  deep,  in  mtA% 
perhaps,  four,  or  little  more.  Three  large  tenls  were 
pitched  the  morwing  before  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany  ; 
otm  on  theT  iii&rtli  thin  p^riests  to  tepose  in  doring  iii^ 
tervals  of  the  service,  and,  beside  this,  one  to  com- 
rouaicate  in  :  on  the  south. there  was  a  third  tent  for 


ttie  monks  and  pri^te  6t  B/liiSlfcei^  efeurch  to  rest  them- 
selves in  their  turn.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night 
the  monks  and  priests  met  together^  and  began  their 
prayers  and  pMltit^  ftt  ttie  wittep*s1oe^^^  ^ne  party  re- 
lieving each  other.  At  davs^n'of  day,  the  governor, 
^elleta  Michael,  came  tiuther  with  some  soldiers  to 
iPitiM  lii^ti  fbt  Ita&Micihae^^  %\mn  oti  tnarch  against 
"Vf^irag^na  Fasil,  and  sat  down  on  a  small  hill  by  the 
water-side,  the  troops  all  skirmishing  on  foot  and  oa 
horseback  aromid  thma, 

As  soon  as  the  siift  bjegan  to  appear,  three  large 
crosses  of  wood  were  carried  by  three  priests  dressed 
in  their  sacerdotal  vestments,  and  who,  coming  to  the 
tide  of  tlifefk^er,  dipped  the  cross  into  the  water,  md 
all  this  time  the  firino:,  skirmisliing,  and  praying, 
went  on  together.  The  priests  with  their  crosses  re- 
ttiftt^d,  ond  tRelr  iWmbe^^  harrying 
something  less  than  an  English  quart  of  water  in  a 
silver  cnp  or  chalice  :  when  the^  were  about  fifty 
yards  from  Werteta.  Mifchftet,  that  getierat  istoodtip 
and  the  priest  took  as  much  w  ater  as  he  could  hold  in 
his  hands,  and  sprinkled  it  upon  his  head,  holding  the 
cup  at  the  same  time  to  Welleta  Michaers  mouth  to 
taste  :  after  which  the  priest  received  it  back  again, 
saying,  at  the  same  time,  "  Gzier  y'barak,"  which  is 
simply,  May  God  bless  you."  Each  of  the  three 
Cf^s^s^  ^et*e  thM  brdiight  for wa^^rti  tti  Welleta  Mi- 
chael, and  he  kissed  them.  The  ceremony  of  sprink- 
ling the  water  was  then  repeated  to  all  the  great  men 
in  the  tent,  all  cleanly  dressed  as^  fn  gafe/  Boftle^df 
them  not  contented  with  aspersion,  received  it  in  the 
palms  of  their  hapds  joined,  and  drank  it  there  ; 
more  Wat^r  hri^ught  for  those  that  had  not  par- 
taken trfthe^rst  5  stnd  after  the  whole  of  the  gover- 
nor's company  was  sprinkled,  the  crosses  returned  to 
the  river,  their  bearers  singing  hallelujahs,  and  the 
skirmishing  and  firing  continuiiif  * 

Mr.  Bruce  observed,  that,  a  very  little  time  after 
the  governor  had  been  sprinkled,  two  hor^  and  two 
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caikn^  and  "WBve  wa#ed.  Affremairdis  the  soldiers 
went  in  and  bathed  their  horses  and  sruns  ;  those  who 
had  wounds  bathed  them  also.  Hiraj)s  of  platters 
iind  pots,  tlrat  had  htett  by  Mahometans  or 
Jews,  were  brought  thither  lifeeirisa  t0  he  pilifiSgd  j 
and  thus  the  whole  ended. 

Wr.  terrace  saw  this  ceremony  performed  afterwards 
at  Kahha,  near  Gondar,  in  presence  of  the  king, 
who  drank  some  of  the  water,  and  was  sprinkled  by 
the  priests  ;  then  took  the  cup  in  his  hand,  and  threw 
the  rest  that  was  left  upon  Amha  Yasous,  saying,  ^^4: 
will  be  your  deacon  and  this  was  thought  a  high 
compliment,  the  priest  giving  him  his  blessing  at  the 
tamifetiitee,  bttt  Pilfering  him  no  more  vvater. 

The  Aby^isinians  receive  the  holy  sacrament  in  both 
kincls,  in  unleavened  bread,  and  in  the  grape  bruised 
ll^itfe  tit  husk  together  as  it  grows,  so  th^t  it  is  a  kind 
of  itoarmalade,  and#f  1*00  in  a  flat  spoatoi  whatever 
they  may  pretend,  some  mixture  seems  necessary  to 
keep  it  from  fermentation  in  the  state  that  it  is  in,  un- 
less thedried  cluster  is  fresh  briused|ttsjthdforeftfstia#d^ 
for  it  is  little  more  fluid  than  the  common  marmalade 
of  confectioners  ;  but  it  is  perfectly  the  grape  as  it 
graw,  hr6li$ed:i^iT^g  atid  skin  together;  ^di^^^iBans 
however,  liave  been  used,  as  Mr.  Bruce  supposes,  to 
jprevent  fermentation,  and  make  it  keep  ;  and  though 
this  U  ponstsaitjy  IfijjMi  he  hfef^  tfemig lit  he 
tasted  1^  ia*©tir  that  Was  no*  iiatttral  to  ^  §m^  ifc* 
self. 

It  is  a  mistake  that  there  is  no  wine  in  Abyssinia  j 
for  a  quantity  of  excellent  stsrong  wine  is  made  itt 
Dreeda,  south-west  from  Gonclar,  about  thirty  miles, 
which  would  more  than  supply  the  quantity  ne- 
cessary fdt  6Miil»*fttitltt  of  the  mmk\*\^  itr  all- 
Abyssinia  twenty  times  over.  The  people  themselves 
are  not  fond  of  wine,  awl  plan*  the  vine  in  oiie  place 
ionly  ;  mi  In  ihk  tlteijr  hat^e  be#tt  hmi&kb&  hf  the 
Egyptians,  their  colony  ;  but  a  small  blank  gr ape  liof 
an  excellent  flavour,  grovvs  gltjntifuily  wild  m  mmy 
m^i  m  Tigre, 

!Larg^ 
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liarge  pieees  of  fe^tf^re  fiffWii  td  tile  ebtiiitttini-^ 
cants  in  proportion  to  their  quality  ;  and  Mr.  Bruce 
has  seen  great  men,  who,,  though  thej  opened  their 
lato^s  with  kii  ^  mM  x^m^mhimf  tm  tto,  yet 
froai  the  respect  the  priest  bore  them,  such  a  portion 
of  the  loaf  was  put  into  their  mouth-Si  that  water  run 
from  their  eyes,  (mm  the  incapacity  of  jewing  it  ; 
wbieb^  hawt¥€r,  they  do  as  indecentlfj,  te4  witti  fttU 
as  much  noise,  as  they  eat  at  table. 

After  receivin;^  tlie  stscram^  nt  of  the  eucharistia 
botlk. ifcilids«5  a  pitcher  oi  water  is  brought  of  which 
the  communicant  drinks  a  largfe  draught  :  and  well 
he  needs  it,  to  wash  down  the  quantity  of  bread  he 
has  juSt  swtH^#^1v  If  ^  then  r^^tff^  f^dm  itie  steps 
of  the  inner  division  upon  which  the  administering 
priest  stands  ;  and^  turning  his  face  to  the  wall  of  tho 
ehitrch,  in  prif atte'  Bdine  prayer  with  seeming 
decency  and  attention. 

Mr.  Bruce  finLshes  thi*  subject  with  the  relation  af 
a  circurastanee  that  happened  a  few  months  bef£n*a 
his  coming  into  Abyssima,  as  it  was  accidentally  told 
him  by  the  priest  of  Adowa,  the  very  day  of  the  Epi- 
phany, and  which  Janui  vouched  to  be  true,  and  to 
have  seen. 

The  Sunday  after  E,as  Michael's  departure  for 
Gondar  from  Adowaj  be  wept  to  the  chiivch  in  great 
pomp,  and  ih&e^  remmti  lh<&  met^m^t.  Tfteife 
happened  to  be  such  a  crowd  to  see  him  that  the 
wine,  part  of  the  com*  crated  elementS|^  was  thrown 
flawn^nd  spilt  upon  thfe  stepr#hBteiWi  iM©^fj[wnaft»H 
cants  stood  at  receivino^.  8ome  straw  or  hf^y  vtas  irt* 
stantly  gathered  and  s.irinkled  upon  it  to  cover  it,  and 
the  communicants  continued  the  service  to  the  end, 
treading  that  grass  uikler  foot.  This  giving  great 
offence  to  Janni,  and  some  few  priests  that  lived  with 
him,  it  was  told  Michael,  who,  without  explaining 
Mhisell^  miA  only,  "  As  td  the  f&dtr*rtf  throwing  the 
hay,  they  are  a  parcel  of  hogs,  and  know  no  better.'* 
These  few  words  had  stuck  in  the  stomuch  of  the  priest 
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of  Adowa,  who,  with  great  secrecy,  and  as  a  mark 
of  friendships  begged  Mr.  Bruce  Would  give  him  Im 
opinion  what  he  should  have  done,  or  rather  what 
would  have  been  done  in  his  conntry  ?  Mr.  Bruce 
tdld  feflttt*  thftt  th^  ^ms^ar  t0  M#  ijuesfioii  tlepended 
upon  two  things,  which  being  known  his  difficulties 
would  be  very  easily  solved^  "If .you  do  believe 
thfett  the  win^  spilt  by  tht^  itlob  «i|io^^^^  steps,  and 
trodden  under  fool  afterwards,  was  really  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ,  then  you  were  guilty  of  a  most  hor- 
rid crime,  and  you  should  cry  upon  the  mountains  to 
dover  you ;  and  ages  of  atonement  are  not  sufficient 
to  expiate  it.  You  should,  in  the  mean  time, 
have  railed  the  place  round  with  iron,  or  built  it 
rdao^  wMi  stdh^,  fhnf  lio  fctot^  ati^  thmg  et^  tint 
the  dew  of  heaven,  could  have  fallen  upon  it;  or  you 
should  have  brought  in  tht?  river  upon  the  place  that 
wmii  %me  washed  itdl  to  the  sea,  and  covered  it 
ever  iiftfer  from  sacrilegious  profanation.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  ydu  believe,  (as  many  Christian  churches 
do,)  that  the  wine  (notwithstanding  consecration)  re- 
mained in  the  cup  nbthtng  more  than  wiftfe,  Btiir  wm 
only  the  symbol,  or  type,  of  Christ^s  blood  of  the  New 
Testament,  then  the  spilling  it  upon  the  steps,  and 
tfce  treading  upon  it  merw^rds,  having  been  litei^ely 
accidental,  and  out  of  your  power  to  prevent j  being 
so  far  from  your  wish  that  you  are  heartily  sorry  that 
it  happened,  I  do  not  reckon  that  you  are  further  lia- 
ble in  the  ©Pttti*  ^  sacrilege,  tten  if  the  wine  had 
not  been  consecrated  at  all.  You  are  to  humble  your- 
self, and  sincerely  regret  that  so  irreverent  an  accident 
Ii^|i|>etl€d  in  j^wr  hfttidss  afid  in  your  time  5  kit  tis 
you  did  not  intend  it,  and  could  not  prevent  it,  the 
^  consequence  of  an  accident,  where  inattention  is 
ceedingly  culpable,  wltt lb  imputed  to  you,  and  tid- 
thing  further."  Tb^  fm^  declared  to  Mr.  Bruce, 
•with  the  greatest  earnestness,  that  he  never  did  be- 
lieve  that  tl)^  elements  in  the  eucharist  were  converted 
by  consettSilStt  intdjUie^^^^^^^  W#-a«^  Wt«)4  #0^^ 
J3.  2  J.  fie 


He  said^  however,  that  he  believed  this  to  be  the  Ro« 
man  tIathoHift  te^^  Mt%  mv€r  mii^  his ;  JtM  that  lie 
conceived  the  bread  was  bread,  and  the  wine  was 
i|vipe,  even  after  consecration.  From  this  example, 
whl^ift  ©cHJUfred  ttimly  accidentally,  and  was  not  the 
frnit  of  interrogation  or  curiosity,  it  appnais  to  Mr* 
Bruce,  whatever  the  Jesuits  say,  that  some  at  least 
among  the  Abyssinians  do  not  believe  the  real  pre- 
^mce  in  the  eucharist ;  but  further  our  traveller  is  not 
enough  informed  to  give  a  positive  opinion. 

The  Abyssinians  are  not  all  agreed  about  the  state 
of  *otiW  b^f^e  the  festirt^etfoH  df  ^t^^  bdd^y-  Th& 
opinion  which  generally  prevails  is,  that  there  is  no 
third  state;  but  that|  after  the  example  of  the  thief^ 
tlb^  sduli  #f  good  tfti^d  eijjoy^e  irfeatvtc  iMm  ittttifei 
dmt^iy  tlpon  the  separation  from  the  body.  Bui;  ttteiiT 
practice  and  books  both  contradict  this;  for,  as  often 
as  any  person  dies,  alms  are  given,  and  prayers  are 
40fi6red  for  the  souls  of  those  d#p«rted,  which  would 
be  vain  did  they  believe  they  were  already  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God,  and  in  possession  of  the  greatest  bliss 
possible^  WAfttmgf  irothing  to  complete  it. 

The  Abyssinians  practise  circumcision,  which  is 
performed  with  a  sharp  knife^,  or  razor.  There  is  no 
laceratlo^^  |b*fiiala  or  repetitiou^l 

words,  nor  any  religious  cereitt^Wy  at  the  tioi^  lliiis 
operation;  nor  is  it  done  at  any  particular  age;  and 
generally  it  is  a  woman  that  is  the  surgeon.  The  ^ 
Falasha  say  they  ipeiHfbirm  il  sometimes  ^itll  the  edge 
of  a  sharp  stone,  sometimes  with  a  knife  or  razor,  and 
at  other  times  with  the  nails  of  their  fingers  j  and  for 
tills  purpose  they  havetMnaffe  of  their  litffe  fingers 
of  an  immoderate  length  :  at  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion the  priest  chants  a  hymn,  or  verse,  importin^> 

JBl^ili  jfl?i  Ibdti,  0  lidw,  Who  hit«t  6rdk1ned  tir- 
cnirtcimonf     i^hSs  is  performed  on  the  eighth  day, 
and  is  a  religious  rite,  according*  to  tlj^  liirst  institution  . 
by  God  to  Abraham.  '  *'  * 

ThMm  M  umtb^r  ceramott^^  whwh  te^tin  the 

woftiien 


!(f^jm«n  al«D,  nti^  which  Mr.  Bruce  calls  incision.  This 
is  an  usage  frequent,  and  still  retained  among  the 
Jews,  though  positively  prohibited  by  the  law, 
i^^  Thou  shalt  hot  cut  thy  facie  for  thfr  .tal$6  of,  or  on 
account  of,  the  dead.'*  As  soon  as  a  near  relation 
dies  in  Abyssinia^  a  brother  or  parent,  coqisin-german 
i>r  ioiren  ev&y:  ^mm  in  Uitit  r ektioi*,  the  mil 
of  her  little  finger,  which  she  leaves  long  on  pur- 
puse^  cuts.tfie  skin  of  l^oth  her  templqs^  about  the 
si2?e  of  a  sixpence;  mi  therefore yoq  either  a 
wound  or  a  scar  in  every  fair  face  Aiiyssinia; 
and  in  the  dry  season,  when  the' camp  is  out,  from 
the*  loss  of  friends,  they  seldom  have  liberty  to  heal^ 
till  peace  and  the  army  return  with  the 

The  Abyssinians,  like  the  ancient  Egyptians,  their 
first  cplonyj^  in  computing  their  tioie^r  have  continued 
the  t^m  Ithe  solar  yeistr*   l^iotiarut  #tculos  sayij. 

They  do  not  reckon  their  time  by  the?  moon,  but 
according  to  the  sun ;  that  thirty  days  constitute 
their  month,  to  which  they  add  five  days  and  the 
fattrfh  p^tt  W  &  da^t  and,.  |Mt-  ^soaiptet^s^ 
year/* 

It  is  uncertain  whence  they  derived  the  names  of 
th^ir  loat^rithij  they  have  m  stgni^mtim  in  any  of 
the  languages  of  Abyssinia.  The  name  of  the  first 
month  amopg  the  old  Egyptians  ha$  continued  to 
this  iiay#  tt  is  Tot,  probably  so  called  from  the 
first  division  of  time  among  the  Egyptians,  from  ob- 
servation of  the  heliacal  rising  of  the  dog-star*  The 
names  of  the  months  retained  in  Abyssinia^^  arq  pos- 
sibly in  antiquity  prior  to  thisj  they  at^  probably 
those  given  them  by  the  Cushite,  before  the  Kalen- 
dars  at  Thebes  and  Meroe,  their  colonyj^  were 

The  Abyssinians  have  another  li^iiy  ^of  ida^ 
time  peculiar  to  themselves ;  they  read  the  whole  of 
the  four  evangelists  every  year  in  their  churches. 
They  begin  with  Matthew,  then  proceed  to  Mark, 
X^ikti  and  Johuj  in.  order  ^  and  when  th?y  speak 
^  -2 1*  3  o  f 


""  •M.  '  ■ — '  

Great  inaccuracj;  of  the  Abyssinian  chronology. 

of  an  event,  they  write  and  say  it  happened  in  the 
days  of  Matthew,  that  is,  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  while  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew  was  yet  read- 
ing in  tMfeMriito;  ^he^Hmptiteihwi^^ 
day  in  a  very  arbitrary  irregular  manner.  ,  The  twi- 
lijght  is  very  sbort^^  almost  imperceptiblei  and  was 
Mill  iotiire  00^^  ^i^bm  Iftt  i^mtt  wm  fetttov^d  farther  to 
the  south war4  in  Shtia.  ^  An  Bpou  as  the  sun  falls  be* 
low  the  horizon,  night  comes  on,  and  all  the  stars  ap- 
pear. This  term,  then,  the  twilight,  they  choose  for 
the  beginning  of  their  day,  and  call  it  Nagg6,  which 
is  the  very  time  the  twilight  of  the  morning  lasts. 
The  same  is  observed  at  night,  and  Mesetis  meant  to 
signify  the  fn^teifil  of  leglttti^ 
the  sun^s  falling  below  the  horizon  and  the  stars  ap- 
p^ariiig.  Mid-day  is  by  them  called  Kater^  a  very 
otd  w6t^^  wliich  signifies  mlmination^  or  a  tli1iig% 
being  arrived  or  placed  at  the  middle  or  highest  part 
of  an  arch.  Al]  other  times,  in  conversation,  they 
describe  by  pointing  at  the  place  in  the  heavens  where 

stitt  was,  Wfe^lrt  wMt  thiy^  are  desiJtibitt^^ 
pened. 

Nothing  can  be  more  inaccurate  than  all  Abyssinian 
calctiMitinB.  Besides  their  «feiolute  ignoraiice  in 
arithmetic,  their  excessive  idleness  and  aversion  to 
study,  and  a  nuinber  of  fanciful,  whimsical  combina- 
tions, by  wMch  eV6ry  pfcrticular  Scribe  t>r  monk  dis- 
tinguishes himself,  there  are  obvious  reasons  why 
there  should  "be  a*  variation  between  their  chronology 
and  ours.  The  beginning  of  our  years  differs  from* 
thaire;  ours  begins  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  theirs 
on  the  1st  day  of  September,  so  that  there  are  eight 
months'  difference  between  us.  The  last  day  of  Au- 
gtist  may  b#  the  year  1780  wtfe  us,  and  1779  only 
with  the  Abyssinians.  And  in  the  reign  of  their 
kings,  they  very  seldom  mention  either  month  or  day 
beyond  an  even  number  of  years.  Supposing,  theifi; 
it  is  known  that  the  reign  of  ten  kings  extended 
imm  &mh  to  sucli  a  period,  where  all  the  rapntbs  and 
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Irremediable  discrepancies  df  ibeir  dates. 

days  ai*e  edttprebetidi^d,  when  Lottie  te  asiig^it  to 
each  of  these  an  equal  number  of  years,  without  the 
correspondent  months  and  days,  it  is  plain  that,  when 
all  these  separate  reigns  come  to  be  addad  together, 
the  one  gffiAd^total  will  not  agree  with  the  other,  but 
will  be  more  or  less  than  the  just  time  which  that 
prince  reigned.  This,  indeed,  as  errors  compensate 
lull  ai  frequently  as  they  accumulate  will  seldotti 
amount  to  a  difference  of  above  three  years,  a  space 
of  time  too  trivial  to  be  of  any  consequence  in  the  hk-- 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Mr.  Bruce  is  appointed  Governor  of  Has  el  Feel — Description  of  Gonw 
dar—  Battle  of  Banja — Conspiracy  against  Michael — The  author  retires 
.  to  Emfras — Description  of  Gondar — First  unsuccessful  journey  of  the 
aiJtbor  to  discover  the  sources  of  the  Nile — Cataract  of  Alata — Alarm 
Oit  approaching  the  Army — Adventure  of  Mr*,  Bruce^s  Greek  attend* 
ajit§ — Dangerous  passage  of  the  Nile-*--#afitfe  isl I^il^ 
with  Fasil-^Retiirn  to  Gondar, 

On  the  south  pmfl  fif  Abyssinia,  on  ihd  #bntfeH^ 
Sennaar,  is  a  hot,  anwholesome,  low  stripe  of  country, 
inhabited  entirely  by  Mahometans,  where  Mr.  Bruce's 
friend  Ayto  Confu  possessed  many  districts  of  laiid 
from  his  father  Kasmati  Netcho,  as  well  as  some  be- 
longing* to  his  mother  Ozoro  Esther.  It  was  called 
Kas  el  Feel  J  and  as  it  was  also  governed  by  a  depu- 
^  ty  whd^  a  Mabotnetan^  it  had  no  rank  among  the 
'  great  governments  of  the  state.  Ras  Michael  had 
given  Confu  other  lands  in  addition  to  his  patrimonj, 
^mf  Willi  tfels  goverment,  young  a#1ia^  waj«, 

fromfav^t  tO^  Mt  ttKither.  His  deputy,  Abdel  Jel- 
leel,  was  a  great  coward,  and  had  refused  to  bring 
out  his  men,  though  summoned  to  join  the  king,  when 
marching  against  Pasil.  He  had  also  quii^if&ttedwjtfa: 
the  Daveina,  a  tribe  of  Arabs  of  Sennaar,  who  no 
longer  came  hither  to  trade^  and  brought  no  more 
^orsk^  0#th#^  ts^  liFeen  aceiistdmed  to  do,  so  that  the 
district  was  in  consequence  nearly  ruined,  and  a  great 
outcry  wavS  raised  against  the  deputy  by  the  mer- 
^haflts  mh&  ttifed  to  #eqtt6ttt  lhat  Mfti^kd:.  Cbiilb 
now  t^esolved  to  send  Ammonias,  his  Billetana  Gueta, 
to  supersede  Abdel  Jelleel,  but  Ras  Michael  put  him 
as  a  man  of  trust  over  the  black  horse  ;  on  which 
4(^e£iX]ln^  to  repair  in  person  to  his  government,  atodi 
«ettip  ftnother  depu^  there.   With  this  view  he  ap- 
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removed  from  the  office  of  deputy  of  Ras  ei  Feel^^ 

plied  to  tln^  king  for  the  assistance  of  lfd6|^Mjt 
by  which  means  M^t  iaten^tion  c^^^^ 
of  Mr^  Bru^^- 

*rhe  first  time  that  dur  traveller  saw  Ozoro  Esther, 
he  told  her  that  unless  she  wished  her  ^oittodie  spe^d-^ 
ily,  she  should  exert  all  her  influence  and  authority 
to  dissuade  him  from  going  to  Ras  el  Feel,  where  tho 
bloody  flux  never  ceased  to  rage;  and  this  complaiAl 
had  not  entirely  left  him  since  he  had  the  small-pox, 
but  had  worn  him  to  a  shadow.  There  could  there-^ 
fore  be  ttd  way  of  destroying  him,  than  suffering 
him  to  repair  thither,  as  he  proposed.  These  repre- 
sentations of  Mr.  Bruce  filled  Confu's  n^other  and  the 
Iteghfe,  whose  chief  favourite  he  was,  with  such  alarm 
that  the  Ras  positively  forbade  his  departure. 

Negade  Ras  Mahomet^  the  principal  of  the  Maho- 
metans in  Abyssinia,  and  brother  of  Hagi  Saleh,  who 
Md^i^o6ttife*J  Mn  Bmi»  fels  first  lodgiti*  itt^Q^ntlart 
was  a  favourite  of  the  Ras,  and  had  always  shewn  a 
great  regard  for  our  traveller.  This  man  came  %q  him 
one  morning,  and  told  him  that  ITasin^  i^iHFiO  had  acr 
companied  him  to  Abyssinia,  and  been  recommended 
to  him  by  Metical  Aga,  had  married  Abdel  Jelleers 
daughter,  and  that  a  son  of  ^aleh  had  married  a 
daught^  Cif 'YMi^j^i^  He  said  that  in  all  Abymnvar 
there  was  not  a  braver  soldier  or  a  better  horseman 
than  the  latter ;  that  he  was  a  man  of  probity'  and  ho-- 
nour  J  that  the  people  of  Ras  el  Feet  ^ishBd  to  have 
him  for  their  governor  in  the  room  of  Abdel  Jelleel; 
mi^d  that  all  thQ  Arabs,,  as  well  as  Shekh  Fidele,  Go- 
Terwpr  of  Atbara^  for  Sennaar,  shared  the  same  sen- 
tittients.  Mahomet  durst  not  apply  to  the  Ras  con- 
^  cerning  this  business  for  feair  of  Ozora  Esther,  who 
was  thought  to  favour  Abdel  Jelleel ;  but  he  promised 
that  if,  Ay  to  Confu  wouldi^j^pdiot  Y^sine  in  his^li^ 
be  would  give  him  fifty  ounces  of  gold,  besides  iv|iat 
Yasine  should  allow  upon  his  settlement.  - 

Mn  Brt€t  v»m  Mie  more  disposed  W^Mti^  feis.  lii- 
litienc«  in  behalf  iif  Ifasmti  m  m  bad  &lre«d|  ilfter- 
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Consultation  respecting  the  appKiiutment  of  a  new  deputy. 

mined,  whenever  he  left  Abyssinia,  to  return  by  way  of 
Sennaar,  and  never  to  trust  hin^self  again  in  the  hands 
of  the  sanguinary  Nay  be  of  Masuah.  He  conceived 
that  such  the  arrangement  tiere  proposed  eoiild  not 
fail  to  forward  his  views  in  this  respect,  and  that  he 
should  derive  great  advantage  from  Yasine's  friend- 
ship with  the  Arabs  and  the  shekh  of  Atbara,  Hav- 
ing firsi  consulted  Ay  to  Aylo,  he  made  hina  propose 
it  to  Ozoro  Esther ;  but  on  speaking  to  that  princess, 
be  found  that  there  was  something  embroiled  in  the 
ixffmtf  apprehend^  that  the  objection  was  td  IFa*^ 
sine.  He  resolved  nevertheless  to  mention  it  himself 
to  Confu  that  Yasine  might  be  kept  no  longer  in  sus- 
pense. An  opportunity  soon  offered ;  and  Mn^^Brilce  " 
availed  himself  ol  it  To  his  no  small  surprize  Confu 
replied  :  "  I  have  as  go6d  an  opinion  of  Yasine  as  you 
can  have,  and  as  bad  a  one  of  Abdel  Jelleel  as  any 
mdn  In  Gondar ;  for  which  too  1  have  a^t^ffit;ient  rea- 
son, as  it  is  but  lately  the  king  told  me,  peevishly 
enough^  that  I  did  not  look  to  my  affairs,  (which  is 
trtie^  BS  h#  ttftdeMood  tliit  the  iMH^  riiin^  by 
neglect.  But  I  am  no  longer  Governor  of  Ras  el  Feel. 
I  have  resigned  it*  I  hope  they  will  apj^oint  a  wiser 
and  a  better  man  ;  let  him  eiroose  ifer  fii^  deputy  Ya- 
sine, or  whom  else  he  pleases ;  for  I  have  Bwoptf  %  th» 
head  of  the  Itegh6,  that  I  will  no  more  meddle  or 
make  with  the  government  of  Ras  el  Feel.''  Mr. 
BMefe  now  lost  no  time  in  repairing  to  Ozoro^ Bother 
to  intercede  for  the  government  for  Yasine. 

Among  the  crowd  he  first  met  Tecla  Mariam,  the 
klng^is  sWreffafyv  i*li6tft  he  liilbmM  orhis  e#aiirf^ 
"  Why  don't  you  appoint  Yasine  yourself?'*  replied  the 
secretary,  "  You  may  tbaok  the  king  for  yourself^  but 
I  would  9ij*ise  you  mtM  my  One  word  to  him  i^i* 
^emitrg'^asine ;  it  is  not  the  custom  ;  you  may,  if 
you  please,  to  Confu  ;  he  knows  him  already.  Hises- 
tate  lies  all  round  you,  and  he  will  enforce  your  orders, 
if  there  should  be  any  need." 

^^Pardoa  me,  Teck  Marram,''  said  Mr*  Bruqe, "  if  1 
^  do 


Indis position  of  Mr.  Bruce, 

do  not  understand  vou,    I  capje  to  solicit  fur  Yasinei 

and  you  answer  that  you  advise  me  to  appoint 
him  myself/'  And  so  I  do/^  replied  Tecla  Mariam, 
^*  Who  is  to  appoint  him  but  you  ?  You  are  Governor 
of  Has  el  Feel:  are  you  not?'*  Mr*  Bruee  stood 
iriotionless  with  astonishment.  •*  It  is  no  great  affair/' 
said  he,  "  and  1  hope  you  will  never  see  it.  It  is  a 
lii>t,  iitiWliolesome'^  full  of  W&lmm^mi^  bot 
its  gold  is  as  good  as  any  Christian  gold  whatever. 
I  wish  it  had  been  Begemder  with  all  my  heart  ;  but 
t|iei*e  Is  a  good  time  coming:" 

Mr-  Bruce,  after  having  recovered  himself  a  little 
from  his  surprise,  went  to  Ayto  Confu  to  kiss  his  hand 
as  his  superior;  but  this  he  would  by  no  means  suffer 
him  to  do.  A  great  dinner  was  provided  tli^^tji  b^ 
the  Iteghe :  and  Yasine  being  sent  for,  was  appoint- 
ed and  clothed,  that  is  invested,  and  ordered  imme^ 
diately  to  Ras  el  Feel  to  his  government,  "tti  tiiiike 
peace  with  the  Daveina,  arid  bring  all  tlie  horses  he 
could  get  with  him  from  thence,  or  from  Atbara, 
The  having  thus  provided  for  Yasine,  and  sieahed,  as[ 
he  thought,  a  retreat  to  Sennaar  for  himself,  gave 
Mr.  Bruce  the  first  real  pleasure  that  he  had  received 
since  his  landing  at  Masuah;  and  that  day,  seeing 
hitnself  in  company  with  all  his  friends,  fur  the  firsft 
time  since  his  arrival  in  Abyssinia,  he  abandaried  him^ 
seif  to  joy.  * 

H  is  constitution  wasi,  hdweireir,  td6  itetich  weakened 
to  bear*any  excesses.  The  day  after,  when  he  went 
home  to  Emf ras,  he  found  himself  attacked  with  a 
siowftever,  and,  thinking  tliat  it  w^as  the  pret^^^^ 
an  ague,  with  which  he  was  often  t^a^l^dV  h#  feU 
to  taking  bark,  without  any  remission,  or,  where  the 
remission  was  very  obscure,  he  shut  himself  up  in  the 
house,  upon  his  constant  regin^en^ of  boiled  riid^  with 
abundant  draughts  of  cold  water. 

A  commotion  arose  about  this  time,  at  Gondar,  on 

It.  diiCid 
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HeTigioQs  dispute, 

duced  to  hasten  thither  by  hearing  that  his  friend  Tecla 
Mariam,  and  datitghter  df  the  tt^mei  bhe  of 
the  most  beautiful  women  in  Abyssinia,  had  both 
been  taken  ilU  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  learned 
that  the  origin  of  the  dispute,  and  the  quarrel  whith 
it  occasioned^  Was  a  question  concerning  the  fate  of 
Nebuchadnezzar, — Whether  he  was  now  a  saint  in 
heaven,  or  burning  in  hell  fire  with  Dathan  and  Abi- 
W:tn  ?  He  was  at  the  same  time  inforoied,  that  how- 
ever indifferent  he  might  be  about  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute^ he  would  not  be  easily  able  to  avoid  declaring 

might  be.  His  friends  accordingly  insisted  on  at- 
tending him,  to  protect  him  in  the  streets  :  and  Ayto 
Ml^  mi  Ayto  Heik^l  ^tJiitttpamed  him  to  T^cla 
lCltl4aw'^$*  Neither  that  nobleman  nor  his  daughter 
was  very  much  indisposed.  Some  other  friends  were 
with  him,  and  the  evening  was  passed  in  great  festi- 

Next  day  Mr.  Bruce  vvaited  on  the  king.  One  of 
the  6rst  questioas  his  majesty  piit  to  him  waS|  Whe^ 
therttr  W6tW#*idfadii0^«ar  was^  A  salMf  lira.  Btiaue 
first  declined  to  give  his  Opinion;  and,  when  urged, 
declared  against  the  monarch  of  JJabylou.  His  n^ia- 
jesty  then  produced  So  mall^'r^t^ 
zar's  favour,  that  Mr.  Bruce  cOttM  tt^^^^  insist  on 

his  damnation.  Tecla  Mariam  soon  after  came  ih: 
and  Mr.  Bruce  took  the  first  opportunity  of  mentioning 
Jti^h&ehadnezzar  tQ  ;  and  his  friend  the  secft$^ 
tary^s  sentiments  concerning  the  merits  of  that  hero 
were  not  more  favourable  or  more  settled  than  his  own. 
He  informed  ftim,  thAt  Mm  Mitttml 

about  to  take  a  very  expeditious  and  efficacious  me- 
thod of  terminating  the  dispute.    A  proclamation 

disartarly  persons,  ygSWt^  to  the  city  on 

this  occasion,  to  be  gone,  and  annottocing  that  four 
hundred  Galla  were  to  p^trole  and  mii^t  ife^  sftlWtS 
at  tiifht^      that  otb^tfr  w#ri^^  vf^^i^^^k^  the 

madsp' 
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roads.    #fli«  pbt  si  speedy  end  to  Che  «an^rit  #r 
buchadnezzar,  and  the  impertinences  of  the  monks. 

At  this  time  apiece  of  bad  new;<)  was  circulated  at 
IGrtiWdar,  that  KLaisoorattr  B^rb,  whom  theirs  Ifefit 
governor  at  Damot,  had  been  beaten  by  Fasil,  and 
obliged  to  retire  to  his  own  cquntry  in  Gojam,  to 
Statfis  Amba,  near  the  passage  of  the  Nile,  at  Min6 ; 
and  that  Fasii,  with  a  much  larger  army  of  GallatfaBli 
that  which  he  had  brought  to  Fagitta,  had  taken  pos- 
session of  Bure,  the  usual  place  of  his  residence* 
This  being  privately  talked  of  as  true^  Mr.  Snii^^  ^fe- 
ed"  Kefla  Yasous  in  confidence  what  he  knew  of  it. 
Upon  its  being  confirmed,  he  could  not  disguise  his 
sorrow,  as  he  vvas  convinced  this  unexpected  torn'ol 
affairs  would  bean  invincible  obstacle  to  his  reaching 
the  source  of  the  Nile.  "  You  are  wiistaken,^^  said  Ke-. 
jfla  ifausous,  ^  it  is  the  best  thing  lha;t  <2ould  happen  for 
you.  Why  you  desire  to  see  those  places  I  dcr 
know ;  but  this  I  am  sure  of,  you  never  will  arrive 
there  with  any  degree  of  safety  while  Fasil  commands. 
He  is  as  perfect  a  iGNilla  «tg  ever  forded  the  MIe :  he 
has  neither  word,  nor  oath,  nor  faith,  that  can  bind; 
he  does  mischief  for  himself's  sake^,  and  then  laughs 
at  it.'* 

After  Fasil*s  defeat  at  Fagitta,  and  the  affront  he 
received  at  Assoa  in  the  heart  of  his  own  coun,try,  he 
had  continued  his  route  to  Bure,  a  district  of  the 
Agows,  where  was  his  constant  residence*  After  ih^ 
he  had  crossed  the  Nile  into  the  country  of  Eizamo, 
and  Boro  de  Gago  had  taken  up  his  residence  at 
Btifjfej  wlben  Michael  return^ed  Id^  '^ottd^r^  biit  hd 
sooner  had  Fasil  heard  of  his  arrival  in  those  parts^ 
than  he  inarched  with  a  niixober  of  horse^  and  forced 
iiiB  tital  t0  ifettm'to  ©dfatn.  ; 

A  very  obstinate  battle  was  fought  at  Banja,  in 
which  the  Agows  were  entirely  defeated  by  Fasil^ 
sevett  bf  their  tbitff  M|ed|  »al^  men  of  great  conse- 
qufnee;  among^^^#  Wii#  Ay^^  a  very  near  re- 
of  the  king #  ?f|ie  news  was  first  brought  by  a 
'  ^     ^  2  m  2  son 


General  armament  againi>t  Fasil. 

son  of  Nanna  Georg-is,  chief  of  the  A^o«r%  vehp 
cfiped  from  the  battle.  Michael  was  at  dinner,  and 
Mr.  Bruce  was  present.  It  was  one  of  his  carousals 
for  the  marriage  of  p0W*rss6tir>:i?i^tm  5^6ijtig  ©ewgis 
came  into  the  room,  in  a  torn  and  dirty  habit,  unat- 
tended, and  almost  unperceivedi  and  presented  him- 
iiplf  «fe  the  fb6t  6f  the  tafel^  Michatl  htrt  theti  m  hir 
hand  a  cup  of  gold,  it  being  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  the  governor  of  the  province  of  Tigr6  to  drink  a»t 
of  such  a  cup :  it  was  fall  of  wioe ;  hsefore  a  word  Was 
spoken,  and  . upon  the  Irif^  j^pj^ai'ajrii^  of  the  man,  he 
threw  the  cup  and  wine  upon  the  ground,  and  cried 
out,  "  I  am  guilty  of  the  death  of  these  people/* 
Every  one  rose,  the  table  was  t^eirtoved,  and  Georgia 
told  his  misfortune,  that  Nanna  Georgis,  his  father 
Zeegam  Georgis,  the  next  in  rank  among  them^  Aya- 
tttfeo  tb6  king^s  relation,  ati^  Ibtir  otBer  chiefsr,  Wdre 
slain  at  Banja,  and  their  race  nearly  extirpated  by  a 
victory  stained  with  much  bloodshed,  and  afterwards 
cmelly  rollowd  tip  iti  ffetaliation  for  t||iis.i  of  Fagit^ 

A:  council  was  immediately  ediledr- it  was 
resolved,  that,  though  the  rainy,  season  was  at  hand, 
the  utmost  expedition  should  be  made  to  take  the 
field ;  tbat^cisho  and  Powassen  should  t^tpHt  totheir 
provinces,  and  increase  their  army  to.  the  utmost  of 
their  power ;  that  the  king  should  take  the  low  road 
by  Foggora  and  B^ara,'tlNEft*e  to  join  the  troopsdf  Be* 
gemder  and  Anihara,  cress  the  Nile  at  the  mouth  of 
the  lake,  abgye  the  second  cataract,  as  it  is  called, 
audi*  mi^t^e||::tl|^^  straight  to  Bur6,  which,  by  speedy 
mtVi^»^  S%hlr1b04oi$e  in  five  or  six  days.  No  reso- 
lution was  ever  embraced  with  more  alacrity ;  the 
cause  of  th^  Agows  was  the  cause  of  Gondar,  or  fa- 
tiiine  would  else  immediately  .follow.  The  king's 
troops  and  those  of  Michael  were  all  ready,  and  had 
just  refreshed  themselves  by  a  week's  festivity. 

01i^hd       ll^w         after  having  swofti  to  Mi- 
^  chael  that  they  would  never  return  without  Fasil's 
head,  decamped. next, morniog^  with  very  different 

intentions 
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intentions  in  their  hearts;  fi^r  li#  I^Oit^lr  lliiii  tlt^^ 
reached  Begemder  than  they  entered  into  a  conspira- 
cy in  form  aguinnt  Michael,  which  they  had  long  me- 
dit4te<i|  Ife^  hfltd  fasdlVeff  td  mafca  1^^^^  Fasil, 
and  swear  with  him  a  solemn  league,  that  they  were 
to  have  but  one  cause^  one  council,  and  one  interestt 
M  Ihey  had  tfeijiiveti  Mtcliae*  of  Ms  life  atii* 
nity. 

AH  this  time  Mr.  Bruce  found  himself  declining  in 
health,  to  which  the  irregularities  of  the  last  week  had 
grefttly  contributed.  The  king  and  Ras  had  sufficient 
ly  provided  tents  and  conveniencies  for  him  ;  yet  he 
wanted  to  construct  for  himself  a  tent,  with  a  lar^e 
$1it  in  the  ro^l^  thist'1li&  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
taking  observations  with  his  quadrant,  without  being 
inquieted  by  troublesome  oy  curious  visitors.  He 
Ifaerffti^m^btmft  leati§  froni  tlie  Tking  to  go  to  Em- 
fpa%  0r  town  about  twenty  miles  south  from  Gondar, 
where  a  number  of  Mahometan  tent-makers  lived. 
Gusho  had  a  house  there,  and  a  pleasant  garden^ 
which  he  very  willingly  gave  Mr.  Bruce  the  use  |jff$ 
with  this  advice,  however,  which  at  the  time  he  did 
not  understand,  rather  to  go  on  to  A^hara  with  him, 
ibt  he  wonM  ih^m  m^n^^  Wealth,  and  be 

more  in  quiet,  than  with  the.kingor  MichaeL  JkiS  tha 
kip^  was  to  pms  immediately  under  this  town,  and  as 
ttitisf  of  those  that  loaded  and  unloaded  his  tents  and 
baggage  were  Mahometans,  and  lived  at  Emfras,  he 
could  not  be  better  situatedi  of  more  at  his  liberty  and 
ease,  than  there. 

After  having  ta&iatir  feis  leave  #.tlMt  king  and  # e 
Ra*5,  he  paid  the  same  compliment  to  the  Iteghe  at 
Koscam.  That  excellent  princess  endeavoured  much 
to  dissuade  Mr.  Ei^t^  f rdm  teaming  iSdtfdttf^  Sfee, 
treated  the  intention  of  going  to  the  source  of  the 
Nile  ^s  a  fantastic  folly,  unworthy  of  any  man  of 
sense  of  Uttdfefstanding,  and  very  earnestly  advised 
him  to  stay  under  her  protection  at  Koscam,  till  he 
saw  whether  Ras  Michael  and  the  kitif  waulil  return, 

and 
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attd  theii  idk^  tfee  opporttinity  of  returning' 

to  his  own  country  through  Tig^re,  the  way  that 
came,  before  any  evil  should;  overtake  him.j 

Mr:  Bfbde  frx^iised^^h^^  tM%e»t  ttiantiffr  b^fr 

could.  It  was  not  easy  to  do  it  with  any  degree  of 
conviction  to  people  utterly  unlearnedj,  and  who  knew 
nothing  of  the  prejudice  of  ages  tn  feMtir^^  tbfe  'iit- 
tempt  he  was  engaged  in.  He  therefore  turned  the 
discourse  to  professions  of  gratitude  for  benefits  that 
he  had  every  day  received  from  her,  and  for  the  very 
great  bdttour  ihe  tbeii  4vA  him,  when  he  condesctentU 
ed  to  testify  her  anxiety  concerning  the  fate  of  a  poor 
unknown  traveller  like  him,  who  could  not  possibly 
have  any  merit  but  whai  ^irdise  ffom^  g^rSdl&tft 
and  generous  sentiments,  and  universal  charity,  that 
extended  to  evepy  obj[ect  in  proportion  as  they  were 
fael  pl^s.     "  -  .  * 

"  See,"  said  #r%  day  furnishes  us  with 

proofs  of  the  perverseness  and  contradiction  of  huncian 
nature.    You  are  come  from  Jerusalem  through  vile 


and  cleaner;  and  you  take  it  ill  when  I  discourage  you 
from  the  pursuit  of  this  fancy,  in  which  you  arp  like- 
ly to  perish  without  your  friends  at  home  fevei^ hearing 
when  or  where  the  accident  happened  :  while  I,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  mother  of  kings,  who  have  sat 
upon  the  throne  of  this  country  more  than  thirty  years, 
have-fer  my  only  wish  night  and  day,  that,  after  giv- 
ing up  every  thing  in  the  world,  I  could  be  conveyed 
to  the. church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in  Jerusalem^ 
Btid  beg  alms  tor  trty  mMmw^  ^  mf  life  aftei^  ifl 
could  only  be  buried  at  last  within  sight  of  the  gate 
<jf  that  temple  where  our  Blessed  Saviour  once  lay/^ 
This  was  Said  ill  the  most  melancholy  tone,  an  unusual 
gloom  hanging  upon  her  countenance.  Her  desiring 
Mr.  Bruce  to  stay  at  Koscaoi  till  he  .knev^  whether 


desigri  S&f  ex^driiigili^  S^iiircje  of  tlife  Nile, 

the  king  or  Michael  would  return  or  not,  considering 
the  la^e  array  wblijh  they  wtm  te^d  Id  t%e  fii&M, 
and  the  weakness  of  Fasil,  after  repeated  defeats, 
caused  hiai  to  apprehend  that  there  w^s  sonnething 
behind  *«?tth%hich  he  wm  j^  uniicqaai iiteil'. 

Gold,  and  orders  for*provkt<mJf  mtirf  wMleitt 
JJcpfras,  followed  this  conversation  with  the  queen, 
whonr)  Mr.  Bruce  left  much  affected  with  the  dispo- 
sition in  whicll  he  had  found  her.  Though  he  was 
ready  at  first  to  yield  to  apprehension,  and  had  the 
way  been,  open  through  Tigr6  to  have  perhaps  taken 
th^  qn€feh%  a^i^tce^  and  i*^ety  m^witti^tJt  to0mpHf h- 
ing  the  grand  object  of  his  expedition ;  j  et  the  great 
preparations  ^making  in  Gpndar,  and  the  assurances 
IH^tir  fie  redi^iVfed  from  every  one;  that,  sale  ib  the 
midst  of  a  victorious  array,  he  wiight  explore  at  his 

■  leisure  the  famous  fountains  of  the  Nile,  raised  his 
Spirits,  roused  his  ambition,  and  caused  .him  to  consi- 
der    a  kind  of  treason  to  his  cdlllili:^^  ||» 
discovery  which  had  baffled  the  courdgeaAd  persev^er^ 
ance  of  the  bravest  men  in  all  ages- ' 

#»iidar,  the  metropofe  of  Ab3r«^siifii*i  is'  dtttatied 
upon  a  hill  of  considerable  height,  the  top  of  it  near- 
ly plain,  on  which, the  town  is  placed.  It  consists  of 
abooi  t^n  thousand; families  in  time  of  peace;  the 
h^a^s  are  chiefly  of  clay,  the  roofs  thatched  in  the 
form  of  cones,  which  is  always  the  construction  within 
the  tropical  raips.    On  the  west  eml  of  the  town  is  tlie 

"^kil^^  hdiiis^;  fortfterly  a  straetiire  of  €0&sid^r%t^^ 
sequence;  it  was  a  square  building,  flanked  with  square 
lowers ;  it  was  formerly  four  stories  high,  and,  from 
the  top  of  it,  W  kifiiagnificent  view  of  tAl  the  coun- 
try southward  to  the  lake  of  Tzana.  Great  part  ef  this 
hpvise  is  now  in  rftins,  having  been  burnt  at  diff'erent 
tfmes;  but  Ihe^e  h  still  ample  lodging  in  the  two 
lowest  floors  of  it,4he  audience-chamber  being  above 

>one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long.    A  succession  of 
kings  have  built  apartments  by  the  side  of  it  of  clay 


The  palace  of  Eos^im. 

for  the  palace  itself  was  built  by  masoris  from  Indian 
j(t  ij^^eit0^t^  '^^  by  such  Aliysi^iJattti^  a* 

hadi  ham  iastruGted  in  architecture  by  the  Jesuits 
without  embracing  their  religionf  atici  afterwards  re- 
mained in  the  country  unc^^oniiected  witfa^the  expuUio^ 
of  the  PortugoiiSfiB,  during  that  prince's  reign.  ^ 

The  palace,  and  all  the  contiguous  buildings,  are 
surrounded  by  a  substantial  stone  wall  thirty  feet 
high,  ivMk  battlements  up&ttj^tbe  outer  wall,^,  and  a 
parapet  roof  between  the  outer  and  inner,  by  which 
you  can  go  along  the  whole  ai)d  look  into  the  street. 
There  appears  to  hf%  iiM#^  bt&ett  M3^«itibi*a#iire^^ 
cannon;  and  the  foftr  sides  of  this  watt  are  above  an 
English  mile  anj|  a  balf  in  length. 

The  m0Utttarfe  or  hill,  on  Wtliieh  th^ttifWn  k«rl«i^ 
ated,  is  surrounded  on  j  every  side!  by  X  deep  valley, 
which  has  three  outlets ;  the  one  tc)  the  south  to  Dem- 
bea,  Maitsha,  and  the  Agows :  the  second  to  the  north-^ 
we.^t  towards  SettiK^iar,  over  the  high  fiiotintain 
bra  Tzai,  or  the  mountain  of  the  Sun,  at  the  root  of 
which  Koscam,  the  pajace  of  the  Jteghe,  is  situated^ 
atid  thfeld  w  c^bttftWes  bf  Wallet^^^^  ubba  r  the 

third  is  to  the  north  to  Woggora,  over  the  high  nnioun-^ 
tain  Lam^lmoQs  and  so  on  through  Tigr^  to  th(g  Red 
Sea,  Kahi^a,  tommg1^&tit"^t^^^ 

ik&'^Uunj  i^'0ehrn,  Tzai,  runs  through  the  valley,  and 
covers  all  the  south  of  the  town;  the  Angrab,  falling 
upon  Woggora,  surrounds  it  on  the  N.  N.  E.  These 
rivers  join  at  the  botKMJ^&f  tfefe  ttfcfoilt  a  qaarter^if 
a  mile  south  of  the  town.  t  r 

Immediately  upon  the  bank  opposite  to  Gondar,  oh 
tiie^dther  side  of  the  river,  is  a  large  town  of  Maho-i^ 
metans  of  about  a  thousand  houses.  These  are  all 
active  and  laborious  people  ;  |freat  part  of  them  are 
employed  in  taking  care  of  llm  king's  and  tt6btlity*« 
baggage'and  field  equipage,  both  when  they  take  the 
field  and  when  they  return  from  it.  They  pitch  .and 
strike  their  tents  with  surprisi ng  facilityaiide^^ 

^^^^  '  *     '  •  ^^^^^^^ 
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ai'e  fomed  into  a  body  under  proper  officm^  but 
ttfevfijf/^Mififemil,  TO  do  iliej^  ehocwe  to  figlit  oti  either 

H\de*.  V.  /if.  .  ;  ;         U^v  ^"  f 

»>  It  was  the  4th  of  April  1 11 0^  at  iiig ht  d^tifodk  iti  the 
theitoorning*,  when  Mr.  Bruce  and  his  party  set  out 
from  Gondar; »  They  passed  thfe  Kahha^^nd  the  Ma- 
hootetan  town,#ifd  ^obt  t6tt4h  the  laiteirtiing-  came 
to  a  considerable  river  called  Mo^etch^  which  runs  in 
a  deep  .rugged  bed  of  flaky  blue  stones.  They  crossed 
it  upon  a  very  solid  igood  bridge  of  rotie  af  t^^^^^ 
venleilc^  seldom  b©  met  with  in  pU^Kig  Abys- 
sinian rivers;  but  very  necessary  on  this  ;  as,  contrary 
to  most  of  their  streams,  which J)ecome  dry,  or  stand 
m  pools,  on  ^approach  of  thti^i^uhrtB^  Mogetch  runs 
constantly  by  reason  that  its  sources  are  in  tlie  highest 
hills  of  Waggora,  where  clouds  break  plentifully  at 
«IitMa^*on#i tiff  tlie  year.  The  water  of  this'  rivef  ir 
not  wholesome,  probably  from  the  minerals,  or  stony 
particles;  it; carries  along  with  it,  and  the  slaty  »tmtsi 
ttV^r  which  it  run^s.      .       .   .  ^ 

They  now*  entered  a  very  extensive  plain,  bounded 
on  this  east  side  by  the  mountains,  and  on  the  west  by 
the  large  lake  of  Dembea,  otherwise  called  the  lake 
Tzana,  or  Bahar  T2saiit|  ih«  Ses  df  Tzmt.  At  tW49 
they  .  halted  at  Correvo,  a  small  village,  beautifully 
situated  on  ,a  gentle  rising  ground^  through  which 
thtr  road  passes  in  view  oft  th^  iafe^,  and  then  again 
divides,  one  branch  continuing  south  to  Emfras,  and 
so  on  tOiFoggora'and  Dara;  the  other  to  Mitraha, 
tw6  stnall  . islands  oil  the  lake,  lying  S.  W.  from  the 
distance  of  ,  about  four,  hours  jourjiey.  -The  road 
from  Correva  to  Emfras,  for  the  first  hour,  is  all 
in  the  plain;  for  the  second,  along  the  gentle  .Mope 
of  a  mountain       ]fi|3^:fix)nsiderab^  |t^4  JI^ 

remainder  is  upon  a  p^fect  flat,  #  #^^'4fte:>b|fe^ 
Tzana.     ^  ^         .  .  \       .  \  r  a 

At  five  k  tl*fe  ifettrttTOf  <^  April  5,  they  left  #ittr 
station,  and  continued  their  road  chiefly  to  the  souths 
through  the  same  sort  of  country,  till  they  came  to 
Ilje  foettir  df  *  hill,  covered  with  iuii^^^   and  thornv 
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^Fangonri — Enfras. 

trees,  chiefly  the  common  acacia,  but  of  tto  size, 
md  .seeming  not  to  thrive.  Here  Mr.  Bruce  pitched 
hm  tent  lo  search  what  the  cover  would  produce. 
5^bere  were  a  great  number  of  hares,  which  he  could 
not  make  any  use  of,  the  Abyssinians  holding  them 
-  in  abhorrence,  as  thinking  them  unclean  ;  but  to 
make  amfeiids  he  fotiiid  greitt  stw6  of  Guinea  fowls 
of  the  common  grey  kind  in  Europe,  of  which  he 
.shot,  in  a  little  time,  above  a  score  ;  and  these,  being 
perfectty  kWft>t  Ibbtif,  prof  ed  a  very  agreeable  variety 
from  the  raw  beef,  butter,  and  honey,  which  they  had 
lived  upon  hitherto,  and  which  was  to  be  their  diet 
till  they  reached  Emfras. 

Mr.  Bruce  next  passed  through  Tangouri,  a  consi- 
derable vilhige,  chiefly  inhabited  l>y  Mahometans, 
whose  occupation  is  to  ^o  in  caravans  far  to  the 
aonth,  on  the  other  side  4f  the  Nile,  through  the 
several  districts  of  GaMa,  to  whom  they  carry  beads 
and  large  needles,  cohol,  or  stibium,  myrrh,  coarse 
cloth  iwade  tn  B^^g^tlridee,  ifiid  pieces  of  blo6  i^iSttdtt 
4gloths  from  Sural,  called  Marowti.  They  are  gene- 
rally near  a  year  absent,  and  bring  in  return  slaves, 
civet,  wax,  bides,  and  card^mtttH  in  large  beatitifui 
pods  ;  they  bring  likewise  a  great  quantity  of  ginger, 
but  that  is  from  farther  south,  nearer  Narea.  On  the 
left  of  Tangouri,  divided  from  it  by  a  plain  of  about 
a  mile  in  breadth,  stands  a  high  ro^:t5alted  Amba 
Mariam,  with  a  church  upon  the  very  summit  of  it. 
There  is  no  possibility  of  climbing  this  rock  but  atone 
place,  andMiei^elt  1^  very  diflSfeidtand  rugged;  pther 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  villages  retpeat 
upon  a  sudden  alarm  or  inroad  of  an  enpmy. 

After  passing  a  plain,  with  the  lake^lm^^  aft  the 
l^ay  on  their  right,  in  length  about  thr^^#iles,  they 
came  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Gorno,  a  small  but 
clear  stream  ;  it  rises  near  Wechne,  and  has  a  bridge 
of  one  arch  over  it  about  half  a  mile  above  the  fdrd^ 
A  mile  farther  they  arrived  at  Emfras,  situated  on  a 
steep  hill  ;  and  the  way  to  it  is  almost  perpendicular 


•  Desci-iption  of  the  lake  df  Tzaim. 

about  the  middle  of  the  bill  fronting  the  west^  in  num 
bei!  $fe<^ttt4^  AbdVfe  tbfe^g'  boitsesi  mm  ^Mm^^  ^t 
tatiier  fields,  full  of  trees  and  bushes,  witkn^oi  aiiy  soft 
of  order  up  to  the  very  top.  Emfras  commands  a 
view  of  the  whole  lake,  and  part  of  the  country  on 
tlN8'0ther  side.  It  was  once  a  royal  residence.  On 
a  small  hill  is  a  house  of  Hatze  Hanne%iii  form  af  a 
square  tower,  now  going  fast  to  ruin, 

Thetefee  df  ^arta  'Why  much  tlie  largest  expanse 
of  water  known  in  that  country.^  Its  extent,  however, 
has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  Its  greatest  lengt^ 
from  north  to  south,  is  forty-nine  totles/an^^^^^^ 
breadth  thirty-five ;  but  it  decreases  greatly  at  each 
end,  where  it  is  in  some  places  not  more  than  ten  miles 
broad.  In  the  dry  months  from  October  to  March,  it 
shrinks§fieatly1ll'6ize ;  but  after  that  all  those  rivers 
which  are  on  every  side  of  it  are  full,  and  fall  into  the 
lake ;  then  it  swells,  and  extends  itself  into  the  plain 
country,  iind  bas  of  c^j"^  larger  surface. 

According  to  the  Abyssinians,  who,  however,  are 
very  gi^jat  liars,  this  lake  contains  4^  inhabited  islands. 
Mri.Srilce  judged  their  nuttiberr  to  be  about  eleven  ; 
the  principal  of  which  is  Dek,  or  Daka,  situated  near- 
ly inithe  middle.  These  islands  were  formerly  used 
as  prisons  for  the  great,  or  served  them  for  a  volunta- 
1^  tefreat  on  meeount  of  soine  disgust  or  mis^fbrtuhey 
or  as  places  of  security  for  valuable  efFects'in  trouble- 
sometimes.  While  Mr.  Bruce  was  in  Abyssinia,  1300 
ounces  of  s^old,  confided  by  the  queen  tt^  fba  eare^f 
Welleta  Christos,  her  Governor  of  Dek,  a  man  of 
extraordinary  sanctity,  who  had  fasted  forty  year», 
was  stolen  away  by  that  priest^  who  absconded  with 
his  haaty:;  yet  the  queen  wOiiW  tie:ver  fjuffet  hi^^ 
sought  or  apprehended,  ^ 

.  On  the  12th  of  May  they  heard  the  king  had 
mariehed  to  Tedda ;  on  th¥  tith,  by  tfe^^b^eafcv^^^t^^htr, 
Fit-Auraris  to  Ras  Michael,  passed  in  great  haste  be- 
low the  town  towards  Fogg:ora.    The  king  had  made 

^fei?^  imtJ^  #dm  iR^^  ^srt^  ik 
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encamp  at  a  house  of  Gusbo'§,  near  Lamgiie,  This 
wm  gf^at  ^i£pt^(*tttdtt,  aiitl  siiffit&T^nttf  aiiirkM  the 
eagerness  with  which  it  was  undertaken.  The  effects 
of  the  approach  of  the  aruij^  \frere  SQpn  seeu.  Eyerj^ 
one  hid  what  waiss  he^t  iti  'fc%  M  W  fteil  ihet 
mountains  with  it.  -  ^ 

About  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning' the  king's  Fit- 
Auraris  passed-  With  him  Mr.  Bruce  had  contracted 
e  great  degree  of  frietid*l#p;  had  about  50  horse  and 
200  foot :  as  he  passed  at  several  places  he  made  pro- 
clamation in  the  nam^  0)f  the  king,    That  nobody 

without  fear,  and  that  every  hoiise  found  empty  should 
be  burnt/'  He  senta  servar^t  a§i  he  p^ssed^  telling  our 
traveller  the  king*  that  tiight  tttJre  ^^^^ 
and  desiring  hi^  l^send  what  spirits  he  eould  spare, 
which  Mr.  Bruce  accordingly  did,  upon  his  providing 
a  man  who  could  protect  the  house  adjoining  his  from 
the  robbery  and  violence  of  which  the  inhabitants  were 
in  hourly  fear.  About  the  close  of  the  evening  they 
heard  the  king's  kettle-drnm^y  Forty-five  of  tbe<?e 
instruments  coiitfeart%  ^^%&ferig^hiili^^l^^^ 
way  while  he  is  on  his  march.  'The  Mahometan 
town  near  the  water  was  plundered  in  a  minute  ;  but 
the  inhahitaiifsi  h$d  toKg  tieifefe  teitrolliid  fe^r^ry  thing 
valuable* 

On  the  14th  at  day  break,  Mr,,  Bruce  mounted  his 
hors^,  with  all  his  men-servant$,  leaving  the  women 
«6r*^nts  ^and  an  old  man  to  take  care  of  the  ho^se^ 
They  crossed  the  river  Arno,  a  little  below  Emfras, 
before  they  got  into  the  plains  after  which  they  went 
fit  a  ^wiart  gallop,  and  airif^^^ 

eight  and  nine  o'clock.  Early  as  it  was,  the  king 
was  then  in  council,  and  Ras  Michael,  who  had:  his 
advisees  isS^itth^^^^  his  tent,  had  ju#fel%  ff  to^ 

go  to  the  king's.  There  was  about  500  yards  between 
their  tents,,  and  a  free  avenue  is  constantly  left,  in 
which  it  is  a  crime  to  stand,  or  even  I o  cross,  unless 

f0  i^(m^i^0^  m^  $tmi^^  to^  the  other.  *l?li#)©hl 
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Mr.  Bruce's  interview  with  Ozorn  Esther. 


general  dismounted  at  the  door  of  the  tent;  and  thou^h^ 
Mr.  Bruce  saw  that  he  perceived  him,  and  Was  always 
nt  other  times  most  courteous,  he  now  |»4iSged  *  hitlt 
without  taking  the  least  notieei  anci  ente^^^  the 
of' the  king.  ^ 

-illtliotipt  tmi?^1tfey%  p1*ee  in  fhe  hocfsehdW 
gave  him  free  access  to  the  king,  he  did  riot  choose  at 
that  time  tp  ef)ter  the  back  tent,  and  place  himself 
behind  his  chaifiasf  he  might  have  dbnej  he  rather 
thought  it  better  tb  go  to  the  tent  of  Ozoro  Esther^ 
where  he  was  sure  at  least  of  getting  a  good  break- 
fast ;  nor  wiis  he  disappointed^ '  As  soon  as  be  show- 
^ftltiiself  M  the  door  of  the  tetit  t##rai^riAi^ 
was  lying  Upon  a  sofa,  the  nioment  she  cast  her  eyes 
upon  him,  she  ctied  out,  There  is  Yagouhe  !  there 
is  the  tlfittr  I  wanted  F  tefit  d^drid  4f  afl 
but  her  women,  and  she  then  begaii  to  enumerate  se- 
veral complaints  which  she  thought,  before  the  end  of 
the  campaign,  would  carry  her  to  her  grave.  She 
was  then  pregnant ;  and  the  late  festival,  upon  hef 
ttiece^s  marriage  with  Powussen  of  Begemder,  had 
been  much  too  hard  for  her  constitution^  always  weakt 
ifinduteli6ate  iiiic^  h^r  #^^  mi  lMe  death 

of  Mariam  Barea.  After  giving  her  his  advice,  and 
directing  her  women  how  to  adinifiiste,r  wliiat  he  was 
tb  feerttf  Islf,  the  dt&dt«  #%|^leBt  #fere  ttodwn  opebl 
all  his  friends  came  flocking  foiind  them,  and  he  pre- 
sently saw,  that  the  interval  employed  in  consultation 
had  ^  not  been  spent  uselessly,  for  a  most  abundant 
bl^afefast  was  piN^ue^^  in  %ood%n  platters  upon  the 
carpet.  There  were  excellent  stewed  fowls,  but  so 
inflamed  with  Gvenne  pepper  as  almost  to  blister 
th^  tttoiithf  l  Ibwft  dressed  w^^^^^  hotled  #li^t  jn^^ 
once  broken  in  the  middle,  in  the  manner  they  ai^e 
prepared  in  India,  with  rice  called  pitlaw;  this,  too^ 
iEi&dfftdantly  charged  with  pepper  ;  Guinea  hens,  roaist- 
ed  hard  without  butter,  or  any  sort  of  saiice,  very 
white,  but  as  tough  as  leather:  above  all,  the  never- 
failing  brind^  for  so  they  call  the  collops  of  raw  beef^ 

withigot 


286  TRA^£i.t  »  ABYSSt'NU; 


Gotnara — Tsoorawa. 

without  which  nobod^^  could  have Jbj^en  satisfied  ;  but, 
what  wa^  ttiore  agreeable  to  our  tf^veller,  a  large 
quantity  of  wheat-bread,  of  Denibea  flour,  equal  ill 
all  its  qualities  to  the  best  in  London  or  Paris. 

After  the  repast  the  glass  went  cheerfully  about. 
There  was  excellent  red  wine,  but  strong  good  new 
brandy,  honey- wine  or  hydromel,  and  a  Sjjecies  of 
beer  called  bouza,  both  fermented  with  herbs  or  the 
laaveij  of  tr^es,  and  iwada  irei^y  head y i  The-  kind  I^tl- 
lady  pressed  the  glass  about  in  the  briskest  manner, 
l^f  j^jiinding  her  guests  that  the  lime  wassbart,  and  that 
the  drum  would  presently  give  tW  S%hart  for  striking 
the  tents*  This  representation  operated  with  Mr. 
Bruce  in  a  way  contrary  to  her  intentions  :  for  he  be- 
gan to  fear  that  he  should  not  be  able  to  go  home, 
and  he  was  not  prepared  to  proceed  with  the  army  j 
besides  it  was  indispensably  necessary  for  him  to  see 
both  the  king  and  Ras  Michael.  He  therefore  apo- 
logized t0  O^rd  M^&tM^  mti  feffe  tt^ef^^tt^atty  ta^^^ 
upon  the  king. 

On  the  15th  the  kin^  decamped  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  Ifed  ihe  Vail  fit  pdi^it.  iftfe  ftdteid  at  the  HVfit 
Gomara,  but  advanced  that  same  night  to  the  passage 
where  the  Nile  comes  out  of  the  lake  Tzana,  and  re- 
sumes again  the  appearance  of  a  river.  Here  he  re- 
mained encamped  the  Mth  aild  16th. 

On  the  17th,  after  sun-rise,  the  king  passed  the 
Nile,  and  encamped  at  a  small  village  on  the  other 
mdej  <J4i!led  Ts00nttwai  wh^i^fe  his  Fit-Atiraris^ 
taken  post  early  in  the  morning.  The  Fit-Auraris, 
.which  literary  signifies  front  of  the  army,  is  an. officer 
depending  immediately  upon  the  cOiBOiandeMn-ebief, 
correspondittg  dtreclly.  with  him,  nxid  receiving  orders 
from  him  alone.  He  is  always  oive  of  the  bf^^vest, 
most  robust,  and  most  ex]perienced  men  in  thfe  senvice; 
he  knows  with  the  utmost  accuracy  the  distance  of 
places,  the  depth  of  rivers,  the  state  of  the  fords,  the 
thickness  of  the  woodsj  and  the  extent  of  them;  in  a 
w^i^  tfe^  1*^^        &f  the  C0u:wii^ Jft 
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party  is  always  adapted  to  the  country  in  which  the 

i^r  iri^arriad^^^^^^^  is  not  limited  to  an^f  irttiailiep  t>f 
troops,  but  in  time  of  real  danger  he  has  generally 
about  300,  picked  at  his  pleasure  from  the  whole 
arnty.  Tfiese  coMs?t  sd^tnetim#S  entirely  of  horse,  at 
others  of  foot,  but  commonly  of  a  mixture  of  both. 
This  officer  has  also  the  management  pf  the  intelli- 
g^enee,  and  the  direction  of  the  spies. 

From  Tsoom wa  the  king  marched  on,  a  short  day's 
march,  to  Derdera,  and  encamped  near.ihe  church  of 
St,  Michael.  Derdera  was  a  collection  of  small  vil- 
Uge^  between  titer  tefc^  Beinfeaa  mi  Gstirtofii^, 
where  the  agreement  was  that  the  confederates  should 
inclose  Michael,  and  give  him  battle ;  but  he  had 
tiioii^  lost  all  patien^fe  us  ttirere  ^iti^  bo  appearance  of 
either  Gusho  or  Powussen ;  and,  being  besides  in  an 
enemy^s  country,  he  began  to  proceed  in  his  usual 
maner,  by  giving  order  to  lay  waste  the  adjacent  ter- 
ritory with  fire  and  sword*  The  whole  line  of  ttimreh^ 
two  (lays' journey  in  breadth  from  the  lake,  was  set 
on  fire ;  the  peopfe  who  could  not  escape  were  slain, 
dirtd  ^erf  witnlort  terfmrity  periiiMed,    t >t 

The  king's  passage  of  the  Nile  was  the  signal  given 
for  Mr.  Bruce  to  set  out  to  join  him.  It  was  the  l^th 
tif  May,  at  noon,  tfcit  ftp  left  ijttjir^*  Attend- 
nnU,  his  course  being  JO^ntliWalfdi  wlltl^  in  the  plain 
of  Mitraha.  They  soon  began  to  coast  close  along 
the  side  of  the  lake  Tzana,  where  they  saw  a  great 
number  of  hippopdtftmii  aome  swimming  in  the  Inke 
at  a  small  distance,  some  rising  from  feeding  on  the 
high  grass  in  the  meadows,  and  walking  seemingly  at 
grmt  ym^&  t!H  th^jr  phtng^  m%  of  sight.,  They 
are  exceedingly  cautious  and  shy  while  on  land,  and 
not  to  be  approached  near  enou^h^  to  do  execution 
with  tW  best  infle-glun  ^he  fdllewt^^  liliJrning  they 
came  to  the  river  Reb,  which  fails  imtt)  the  lake  a  lit- 
tle to  the  north-west  of  the  place  where  they  now 
weri^.  Giose  to  the  spot  where  the  Reb  joins  the 
lake  is  a  jfeW^l!  village  of  Pagans,  callad  Weito,  who 
live  qitite  separate  from  the  Abyssinians^  a«^^^  are  hel(] 
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by  them  in  titter  abhorrence,  so  vthat  to  touch  them^ 
pt  my  thifig  th^t  tklong^  to  thern,  ttlikes  a  man 
unclean  all  that  day  till  the  evenihg,  separates  him 
from  his  family  and  friends,  and  exclydes  him  from 
the  church  and  all  divine  service,  till  he  is  wash- 
ed and  purified  on  the  following  day.  #*rlpf  tim 
aversion  is  certainly  owing*  to  their  manner  >of 
feeding,  for  the  only  profession  of  these  peopk  is 
killing  the  crocodile ^iii  hfppop6t^^ 
make  their  daily  sustenance.  They  have  a  most 
abomin^able  stenchi  are  exceedingly  Wan^  ver^  lean^ 
and  matty  of  tlreriii  as^tt  it  i^atd,  die  of  tli^  1^^^^^ 
ease. 

On  the  20th,  between  six  and  seven  in  the  morn- 
ing, Mr.  Bruce  .%nt  the  baggage  and  tents  that  they  ^ 

with  them  forward  with  Strates,  a  Greek,  who 
was  an  avowed  enemy  to  all  learned  inquiries  or  bo- 
tanical researches.  His  orders  were  to  encamp  at 
Wm^i  in  sdiiie  mtiV^aUnt  place  bear  the  boiBe  «f 
Nagade  Ras  Mahomet.  In  the  mean  time  ]^r*  Bruce 
stayed,  expecting  the  arrival  of  A^to  Adigo  8hum,  or 
il&aiN^i*h#^^  ll^ariiiAki  life  cai*iifr  hfekr  dfeven:^^^ 
As  a.  temporatj^elter  from  the  sun,' a  cloak  upon 
cross  sticks  was  set  up,  instead  of  a  tei^t,  to  vsave  tippte.. 
They  sat  down  t^getbir  m  meh  f^tf  m  Adigo  had 
bfliught  alonnr  with  hiteirj  it  ft  **0ldfe4-'«  linrter* 
feoar^e  and  plentifuL    » ^ 

Netchd^  a  hear  relation  of  the  old  queen^  arrived 
EiMm  jmf  Ibi  w#rer^tli»ig  down  to  dtiiii^* 
He  had  about  50  horse  and  300  foot,  all  bad  troopis^ 
and  ill  armed  I  he  was,  however,  a  respectable  tried 
veteran,  who ikiring  had  tuany  opportunities  of  be** 
coming  rich,  gave  the  whole  to  his  soldiers,  and  those 
of  his  dependents  who  lived  with  hiiii ;  on  wbioh  a^^* 
count  he  was  extremely  beloved.  •  ' 

The  mules  that  had  hitherto  carried  our  traveller's 
quadrant  and  telescopes  being  bad,  he  had  luckily 
kept  them  behind,  in  hopes  that  either  Adigo  or  Net- 
^bl9^  V^tlld  ^t^pipl^^  ^  with  better;  and  he  had  now 
placed  them  iipiin  fre^i  mule^  wbicb  be  had  i^btained, 

and 
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Co^ifederatip^i  of  6»Sbo^  Povm^seil^  Jtild  Fwl,  agaiast  the  Ras, 

and  had  not  sent  them  on  with  the  servants,  and  they 
were  then  taking  a  friendly  gla^s.  It  was  about  noou* 
when  they  saw  their  ser^tnli  ci;»ii)ing  back,  Strates 
alsp  »t»anf  the  rest,  striptuf  every  iMvig  that  he  had, 
except  a  cotton  night-cap,  which  he  wore  on  his  head. 
The  servants  swam  over  theGomara  immediately,  nor 
was  Strates  interrupted,  butpi(;i^d^tt]ief<>rd.  They 
said  that  Gusho  and  Powussen  were  in  rebellion 
*  against  the  king,  and  confederated  with  I^asii :  that 
they  Were  tdvtocrrig  fait  to  msx  off  tlm  %m%  refrtat 
to  Gondar,  and  that  Guebra  Mehedin,  and  Confa, 
Pownssen's  Fit-Auraris,  had  fallen  in  with  the  ser- 
vants, and  plundered  them,  i^^li^longing  to  the  king 
and  the  Has* 

While  they  were  making  their  comments  upon  this 
bad  news,  the  parties  appeared.  They  had,  perhaps, 
an  hundred  horse,  and  were  $ealt#rM  fl^bout  a  large 
plain,  skirmishing,  playing,  pursuing  one  another, 
shrieking  and  hooping  like  so  many  frantic  people* 
They  stopped,  fi&wevfepj  npm  eottting  nearer,  seeing 
the  respectable  figure  made  by  Mr.  Bruce's  party, 
just  ready  to  pass  the  ford,  which  alone  divided  them* 

^i|^i@^fora%iehedm  and  hfebisalifer approached  Hearer 
to  the  bitnks^  than  the  rest;  they  sent  a  servant  who 
crossed  the  river  to  them,  upbraiding  Ayto  Adigo 
with  protecting  a  Prank,  proscribed  by  the  laws  of 
their  country,  and  also  of  marching  to  the  assistance  of 
Has  Michael,  the  murderer  of  his  sovereign,  offering 
at  the  same  time  to  divide  the  spoil  with  him,  if  he 
woiiM  isafrehd^rMk  Briicd  and  hii*  followerfe  to  him. 
Servants  here,  who  carry  messages  in  time  of  war  be- 
tween the  contending  parties,  are  held  sacred  iik^ 
Ift^railds;  Adigo  and  Netcho  were  above  ofe^^i^ting  this 
punctilio  with  robbers.  Some  were  for  cutting  the 
servant's  ears  off,  and  soma  for  carrying  him  round  to 
Iftas  Michael ;  but  Mr.  Bruce  begged  they  would  let 
tlim  go-  The  servants  having  given  the  messenger 
a  severe  drubbing  > with  sticks,  torn  the  cloth  from 
about  his  middle,  and  twisted  it  about  his  neck  like  a 

20  C0td, 
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€ord,  sent  him  IWisk  in  that  plight  to  Guebra  Mehediny 
and  they  all  prepared  to  take  the  ford  across  the  river. 
Guebra  Mehedin,  who  saw  his  servant  thus  disgraced 
'^mi&mmg  towartJs-  Mmi  and  a  considerable  racj^icin 
among  the  troops,  advanced  a  few  steps  with  two  or 
three  more  of  his  company,  stretchings  forth  his  hand 
tttoi  crying  oiiij  brit  #tilf  iit  sfl«h  A  dfet^fecfellitt  they 
could  not  hear  what  he  said.  He  was  distinguished 
by  a  red  sash  of  silk  twisted  about  his  head.  Mr* 
Bruce,  with  his  servants  and  attendants,  first  pass^ 
i^d  the  riyer  at  the  ford,  and  h#  had  no  sooner 
np  the  bank,  and  stood  upon  firm  ground  than  he  fired 
two  shots  at  him,  the  one,  from  a  Turkish  rifle,  seem- 
4gd  to  give  him  great  apprehensions,  or  else  to  have 
wounded  him,  for  after  four  or  five  of  his  people  had 
flocked  about  him,  they  all  galloped  off  across  the 
plaiti  of  F&ggoraio^w^ards  liebe^^ 

Netcho  had  passed  the  Gomara  close  after  Mr. 
Bruce,  cryipg'  to  him  to  let  him  go  first  ^  but  Adigo, 
who  hated  Was  afrtehd^f  thfe  rebel  chiefs, 

declared  his  resolution  to  go  no  farther.  He  therefore 
returned  to  Emfras  and  Karoota,  and  with  him  Mr. 
Bruce  sent  five  of  his  servants,  desiring  him  to  escort 
his  quadrant,  clock,  and  telescopes,  into  the  island  of 
Mitraha,  and  deliver  them  to  Tecla  Georgis,  the  king's 
servant,  governor  of  that  island.  Adigo,  being  left 
alone  liy  the  ^rv^tit^,  could  not  be  persuaded  but 
some  great  treasure  was  hidden  in  those  boxes.  He 
therefore  carried  them  to  his  house,  and  used  the  ser- 
^^nts  Well ;  but  opeiiedtiiid^rxa-ih  tk^  every  one  <^  the 
packages.  Surprised  to  find  nothing  but  iron  and 
irusty  brass,  be  closed  them  again,  and  delivered  them 
«safely  to  l^ecla  Georgis,  there  to  be  kept  for  that  cam'- 
paign. 

Our  travellers  now  set  out  to  take  up  their  residence 
with  Negade  Ras  Mahomet  at  Dara,  where  they  ar^ 
rived  th  the^fterficJiiti:,  having  picked  up  oue  of  th^fr 
mules  in  the  way,  w^ith  a  couple  of  carpets  and  some 
kitchen  furniture  upon  it,  ail  the  rest  being  carried  off*; 
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A  son  of  Negade  BM,^  Mnh^Met  arrived,  wbu^  4is-^ 
sured  them  all  was  in  peace  ;  that  they  had  been  ex-' 
pecting  them,  and  Ajto  Adigo  with  them ;  that  he 
foaf^  tiothmgf^^f  ©^ufebWfc  Mih*d$fi;  m\f  Ihiit  ii#  liad 
retreated  with  great  precipitation  homewards  across" 
theplaini  as  they  apprehended|t  from  fear  of  the  a.p- 
proach  of  their  party. 

This  brought  them  to  Nega<£^ jl^ll#|^tiiOmet's  house, 
who  killed  a  cow  for  Netcho^  or  rather  allowed  him 
to  kill  one  for  himself ;  for  it  is  equal  to  a  renunciatioa 
H6f  dbristianity,  to  mb^eot  when  the  beast  18  sktifh^ 
tered  by  a  Mohometan.  Strates,  who  was  not  so 
scrupulous,  had  a  ver^  heart jT  supper  privately  with 
Negade  Ba»  'Mttboitief  atid  hh  fattrifyv  Ai^ w  our 
traveller,  being  full  of  thoughts  upon  difficulties  and 
dimgers  he  w^s  alres^dj  engaged  in,  he  had  no  sto- 
Ifiaeh  For  <^th6t  df  th^^^^  suppers,  but  ordered  some 
coffee,  and  went  to  bed,  having  first  settled  with  his 
landlord  the  plan  of  an  excursion  to  the  cataract  of 
Alata.  Wearied  with  thinking,  and  better  reconciled 
to  his  expedition  by  the  information  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Mahomet,  he  fell  into  a  sound  sleep.  He 
was  awakened  by  Strates  in  the  morning,  (the  21st  of 
May,)  and  after  coffee,  motihted  his^Htit^fe*^^ 
servants,  on  horseback,  all  resolute  active  young  fel- 
lows, arflaed  with  lances  in  the  fashion  of  their  coun-^ 
tiry*  Mr.  Bi^oce.^'as  joined  that  moment  by  asbti  tif 
Mahomet,  on  a  good  horse,  armed  with  a  short  gun,^ 
and  pistols  at  his  belt,  with  four  of  his  servants,  Ma- 
hometans, stout  men,  each  having  his  gun,  and  pistol» 
l^^hl&  l^rdOle^  and  a  sword  hung  over  his  shouldery 
mounted  upon  four  good  mules,  swifter  and  stronger 
than  ordinary  horses.  They  galloped  all  the  way^ 
and!  weffe  ent  0f  sight  in  a  short  Mtfle*  They  tbi^tt: 
pursued,  their  journey  with  diligence,  but  not  in  a 
liurry.  After  passing  the  plain,  they  came  to  a  brisk 
stream'  which  rises  in  Begemder,  pas^  Alatti,'*  land 
throws  itself  into  the  Nile  below  the  cataract.  They 
said  it  was  calkd  IMarjam  Ohha)  and  a  little  far- 


The  cai.aract  of  Alaia. 

ther,  on  th^  mdie^of  a  green  hill,  having  the  i^lsktip^ 
pearingf  in  some  parts  of  it,  stands  Alata,  a  consider- 

l  able  village^  with  several  smaller  to  the  south  and 
westi   Ma&^#fcv*fe^i^g«^^  tmiWediately  up  ta 

the  house  where  he  knew  the  governor,  or  Shum,  re-* 
sidedj^  for  fear  of  alarming' him  j  but  thej  h^d  already 
lieBn  seett  at  a  iJbttfiidera We  distatie^^  mi  Mal^diiiet 
and  his  servants  known.    All  the  people  of  the  village 

^  surrounded  the  mules  directly,  paying  their  compTi- 
roehts  to  the  master  and  the  servants ;  the  same  was 
inimediately  observed  towards  our  travellers';  and,  as 
Mr.  Bruce  saluted  the  Shum  in  Arabic,  his  own  lan- 
guage, they  speedily  became  acquainted.  Having 
jOveFshot  the  cataract,  the  noise  of  whiefe  tliej^  feld  a 
Jtttig  time  distinctly  hearcj,  Mr.  Bruce  resisted  every- 
$h%fmiy  to  enter  the  house  to  refresh  himself.  •  r>  * 
I^Mr  fcisrsesF  #eve  immediately  fed  ;  bread,  hotiey^ 
aii^  butter,  served ;  after  which  they  proceeded  to  the 
iie^iiiract.  The  first  thing  they  saw  was  the  bridge, 
IrftttHh  cotisisM  of  tint  aireti,  labdiit  twenty-five  feet' 
broad,  the  extremities  of  which  were  strongly  let  inta,^ 
and  rested  on  the  solid  rock  on  both  sides  ;  but  fragr 
ments  of  the  parapets  remained^  and  the  bridge  it- 
self seemed  tUm  Appearance  of  fmqtJeht  re- 
pairs, and  many  attempts  to  ruin  it ;  otherwise  in  its 
construction  it  was  exceedingly  commodious.  ,Tbe 
Wife  here  h  Mrffiiied  feeti*^n  two  roefes,  laud  mm  itt 

.  a  deep  trough,  with  great  roaring  and  impetuous  velo- 
oity.  They  were  to|d  that  no  crocodiles  were  ever 
seen  so  high,  and  wepa  tfbtiged  1*>  rfetttduiSit  the  sti^featti 
above  half  a  mile  before  they  came  to  the  cataract, 
through  trees  and  bushes  of  the  same  beautiful  and 
delightful  appearance  with -those  they  had  seen  near 
pal's* 

The  cataract  itself  presents  a  most  magnificent 
sight.  The  height  has  been  rather  exaggerated. 
The  missionaries  say  the  tall  is  about  sixtti^eh  alft, 
or  fifty  feet.  The  measuring  is,  indeed,  very  difficult ; 
i>ut^  by  the  position  of  long  sticks,  and  poles  of  dif- 

fwreitt 
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ferent  lengths,  at  different  heights  of  the  rock,  from 
the  water's  edge,  Mr,  Bruce  judged  it  to  be  nearer 
forty  feet  than  any  other  ma^sure.  The  river  had 
been  considerably  increased  by  rains,  and  fell  in  one 
sheet  of  water,  without  any  interval,  above  half  an 
English  mile  in  breadth,  with  a  force  and  noise  that 
was  truly  terrible,  and  which  stunned  and  fetta^k  Mm 
for  a  time  perfectly  dizzy.  A  thick  fume,  or  haze, 
covered  the  fall  all  round,  and  hung  over  the  course 
of  ^ream  bolli  ^ibcrr^  ^d  bfeloir,  tttafking  its 
track,  though  the  water  was  not  seen.  The  river, 
though  swejie^l  v^ith  rain,  preserved  iti$  natural  clear- 
fiesSt  afid  i^^^  deep  pool  or  bason,  irrthe  solid 
roefc  which  was  full,  and  in  twenty  different  eddies 
to  the  very  foot  of  the  precipice,  the^  stream  when  it 
fell  seeming  part  of  it  to  run  back  with  great  fury. 
it))i$^  the  rock^  ai  as  forward  in  the  litie  of  its 
course,  raising  a  wave,  or  violent  ebtttoon,,  %  chaf- 
ing against  each  other. 

Jerome  Lobo  ^reietids^  that4r6'  tia«h^t  tinder  ihe 
purve,  or  arch,  made  by  the  projectile  force  of  the 
water  rushing  over  the  prec;ipice.  He  says  he  sat 
calmly  at  the  foot  of  it,  and  looking  through  the 
curve  of  the  stream,  as  it  was  falling,  saw  a  number 
of  rainbows  of  inconceivable  beauty  in  this  extraor-^ 
dinary  prism.  This  however  Mr.  Bruce,  without 
hejiitation,  avers,  to  be  a  dtiWnMgbf  MMhdM.  A 
deep  pool  of  water  reaches  to  the  very  foot  of  the 
rock,  and  is  in  perpetual  agitation.  Now,  allowing 
that  there  wttii  a  steait  fe^rtt^^^  #Mch  there  is  not,  in 
the  middle  of  the  pool,  it  is  absolutely  impossible,  by 
any  exertion  of  human  strength,  to  have  arrived  at 
it/  Although  a  very  robust  man,  in  the  prime  and 
flgoiir  of  life,  and  a  hardy,  practised,  indefatigable 
swiinmer,  Mr.  Bruce  imperfectly  confident  he  could 
not  have  got  to  that  seat  from  the  shore  through  the 
quietest  part  of  that  bason.  It  was  a  itiost  magnifi^ 
cent  sight,  that  ages,  added  to  the  greatest  length  of 
human  life,  would  not  deface  or  eradicate  from  Mr,. 
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-  Bruce's  meaiory ;  it  struck  him  with  a  kind  of  stupor 
and  a  total  oblivion  of  where  he  was*  and  of  every 
other  mibluMi^^f  teotteenn*  ll  was  lOti^  ofitli#iiiost  mag-^ 
iiificent  stupendous  sights  in  the  creation,  though  de- 
gradecl  and  vilified  b;^  the  lies  of  a  groveUing  fanatic 
jieiii^tTt.   '  ^ 

la  the  evening"  the  party  returned  to  Dara.  At 
supper  Mr.  Bruce  questioned  Strates  respecting  his 
adventure  with  Guebra  Mehedin.    Strates  having 
given  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  plundered  and  beaten,  concluded. with 
observing:     We  shall  see  what  figure  he  will  make 
me  Mikese       It^f^r^  Bfef h4  n^hkimMlUtg- 
before  Ras  Michael.'* — That  you  never  shall,"  said 
3Iagade  Ras  Mahomet,  who  had  jqst  then  entered 
jooui^  ^**  for  there  is  a  ttmttiStsw^  wtthiJUt  who  in-  ^ 
lori»«  us  that  Guebra  Mehedin  is  either  dead  ordy- 
'  ing.    A  shot  fired  at  him  by  one  of  you  at  the  Gomara 
cut  off*  part  of  his  cheek-bone :  the  next  morning  he 
hi^rd  that  Kasmati  Ayabdsr  was  going  to  the  hot 
waters  at  Lebec  with  servants  only,  and  the  devil  to 
whom  he  belonged  would  not  quit  him.    He  would 
persist,  ill  m  he  wMi  tti  attaek  Ay *biaiv  who,  bein g 
unknown  to  him  accompanied  by  a  number  of  stout 
tellows^  without  difficulty  cut  his  servants  in  pieces* 
in  tSie  tmf  iTeefa  ^eorgis,  a  mtir^itt  of  Ayabdar, 
coming  up  with  Guebra  Mehedin  himself,  struck  hita 
over  the  skull  with  a  large  crooked  knife  like  a 
hatchet,  and  left  him  mortally  wounded  on  the  field, 
wfefittim^he  was  carried  to  a  chiirdv  wll#te^henow 
lies  a  miserable  spectacle,  and  can  never  recover/' 
Strates  could  restrain  himself  no  longer.    He  got  up, 
&ud  danced  m  if  he  h£t<l  be^i^ntk^j-tdi^e^ 
ing  Greek  songs,  at  others  pronouncing  ten  thousand 
curses  which  he  wished  might  overtake  Guebra  Me- 
hedin in  the  other  world.    But  Mr.  Bmee  was  very 
far  from  sharing  these  sentiments,  especially  when  he 
con|idered  the  relationship  between  the  unfortunate 
tos^u  ^ad  the  Itegh^  ^ 
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i|1^4^n  after  arrive  al  Tsdaiiiiw 

On  the  22d  Mr.  Bruce  and  his  attendants  were  all 
equallj  desirous  to  resuncie  their  journey.  They  set 
ottt  accordmg^ly  at  srx  o^cloijk  10  the  morhing,  ascend- 
some  hills  covered  witjb  Ifrtjes  and  shrubs  of  (inex- 
pressible beauty,  and  many  of  extraordinary  fra- 
grance. They  continued  ascending  about  three 
mih^f  till  they  came  to  the  tdp  «f  the  ridge  withtti 
sight  of  the  lake.  As  they  rose,  the  hills  became 
more  bare  and  less  beautiful.  They  afterwards  de- 
^0ird[ed%wards  the  passage,  partly  over  steep  baitks 
ii^l)ich  had  been  covered  with  bushes,  all  trodden. 
4oWn  by  the  arrny,  and  which  had  made  the  access 
to  the  liver  exeeedittf ly  slippery.  Here  they  saw 
the  use  of  Mahomet's  servants,  three  of  whom^  eacb 
with  a  lance  in  one  hand,  holding  that  of  his  compa- 
nion  in  the  other,  waded  across  the  violent  stream^ 
souMing  with  the  end  M  their'feiiidea  ewtf  atfep they 
took.  The  river  was  very  deep,  the  current  about 
fifty  yards  broader  than  it  was  at  the  cataract  :  but 
the  banks  were,  for  a  great  way  drt  #a<rb  slrfe*  slliliostr 
perfectly  level,  though  much  obstructed  with  black 
tstones.  In  tlife  oaiddle  it  was  very  deepi  and  the  stream 
tmooth ;  so  tb^  it  was  apparent  tiifeir  horses  must 
swim.  Mr*  Bruce  not  liking  the  smooth  stones  at 
the  bottom,  as  a  fall  there  would  be  irrecoverable ; 
and  as  his  horse  was  shod  with  iron,  which  is  not 
usual  in  Abyssiniai  tw#m  to  the  ©tW  sMe,  itittefe 
comforted  by  the  assurance  that  no  crocodile  passed 
the  cataract^  The  beasts  having  got  over,  the  men 
foltov^ed  mdeh  qtliokeir  j  iaitiiiy  tvdttte^  ^oino;  to  join 
the  army,  swam  over,  holding  the  tails  of  the  horses^ 
and  they  were  all  on  the  other  side  before  twelve 
o'clock,  the  .beasts  a  good  deal  tired  with  the  pas- 
SIkge,  the  steepness  of  the  access  to  it,  and  the  still 
greater  depth  on  the  other  side.  It  was  a  little  past 
three  o'clock  when  they  aft*ived  at  Tsoomwa,  which 
^fxs  very  foftttuate,  as  they  had  scarcely  pitched  their 
tents  before  a  most  terrible  storm  of  rain,  wind,  and 
thunder,  overtook  them.    From  the  passage  to 
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Tsoomwa,  all  the  country  was  forsake^;  the  house! 
uninhabited,  the  gratiH  U'o4dea  ^wtr,  i|ko4  the  field 
without  cattle. 

On  the  24th,  at  their  #tfi<iaiy  time,  when  the  sui 
began  to  be  hot,  they  continued  their  route  dui 
south,  through  a  very  plain  flat  country,  which^  bi 
the  cOti^tit  i^ittS  %kM  mw  MU  hegm  i&  Btkm  it 
large  pools,  and  threatened  to  turn  all  into  a  lake 
An  awful  silence  reigned  every  where  around,  inter 
rupted  only  at  times  by  thunder,  now  tjfefrdifirt^  dail^^ 
and  the  rolling  of  torrents  produced  by  local  showen 
in  the  hills,  which  ceased  with  the  raiui  and  were  bill 
the  children  of  an  hour. 

At  Derdera  they  saw  the  church  of  Sti  J^^^i 
,the  only  building  which,  in  favour  of  his  own  name, 
the  Ras  had  spared.  It  served  them  for  a  very  con- 
v^mfeBtlodgitig',  as  much  ram  had  failed  in  th#  nif  htj 
and  the  priests  had  all  fled  or  been  murdered.  They 
had  this  eveninp^,  when  it  was  clear,  seen  the  tnoun-i 
»  tain  of  ^ittsefet^.  Mkl  -stag6  from  B^erd^rt 

was  Karcagna,  a  small  village  near  the  banks  of  the 
Jejnma,  about  two  miles  from  Samseen.  They  knew 
the  .king  had  resolved  to  bam  it,  and  they  expected 
t0  jfe^ve  seen  the  clouds  of  smoke  arising  from  its 
tains  ;  hut  all  was  perfectly  cool  and  clear,  and  this 
mery  much  surprised  them.  As  they  advanced, 
they  had  seen  a  great  number  of  dead  mules  and 
horses,  and  the  hysenas  so  bold  as  only  to  leave 
the  carcase  for  a  moment,  and  snarl  as  if  they  had 
regretted  at  seeing  any  pass  aliVe. 

After  Mr.  Bruce  had  passed  the  Nile,  he  found 
himself  more  than  ordinary  depressed ;  his  spirits 
were  sunk  almost  to  a  degree  ibf  despondency,  and 
J€%  i^othing  had  happened  since  that  pmm3k  W&m 
than  was  expected  before.  This  disagreeable  si- 
tuation of  mind  continued  at  night  while  he  was  in 
bed.  The  rashness  afid  iillpfttdbiicct  with  which  h& 
had  engaged  himself  in  so  many  dangers  without  any 
necessity  for  so  doing ;  the  little  prospect  of  his  being 

ever 
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TJie  plain  of  IMaitsha- 

ever  able  to  extricate  himself  out  of  them,  or  even  if 
he  lost  his  life^  of  the  account  being  convejed  to  his 
frfcfttii*  hain€ ;  ihid  great  and  iintiekMntble  pre- 
sumption which  had  led  him  to  think  that,  after 
every  que  that  had  attempted  this  voyage  had  mis- 
carried in  it,  he  was  the  only  person  that  was  to  suc- 
ceed :  all  these  reflections  upon  his  miud,  when  re- 
laxed, dozing,  and.  half  oppressed  with  sleep,  filled 
his  imagination  with  what  he  had  heard  other  people 
eall  l^i^  Mrrtirs,  *  the  most  disagreeable  sensation  he 
ever  was  conscious  of,  and  which  he  then  felt  for 
the  first  time.  Impatient  of  suffering  any  longer^  he 
leap^iJ  mi  of  beij  mA  ^mnito  the  iHB^  af  the^ 
where  the  outward  air  perfectly  aw^akened  him,  and 
restored  his  strength  and  courage,  All  was  stilly,  and 
cai  a  dt$|^|tfiie  ha  MM  4m0^  tipghfcfimi  1%  i^m  theri 
wear: Ib^  ttrtfe^  tteariiftg  mMm  'M^.  to  called  up 

his  companions,  as  he  was  desirous,  if  possible;,  to 
join  the  king  that  day.  They  accordingly  were 
three  or  four  miles  from  Derdera  when  the  sun  rose ; 
there  had  been  little  rain  that  night,  and  they  found 
very  few  torrents  on  their  way  j  but  it  was  slippery^ 
tod  uneasy  walking,  the  rich  loil  teing  trodden  iiltK) 
a  consistence  like  paste.  About  seven  o'clock  they 
entered  upon  the  broad  plain  of  Maitsha,  and  were 
^c^li^viug  the  Irke.  Il ere  the  country  is,  at  least 
It  greiW;  pftrt  of  it,  in  tillage  ;  and  had  been,  in  appear- 
ance, covered  with  plentiful  crops  ;  but  all  was  cut 
down  by  the  army  for  the  horses,  or  trodden  under 
foot,  from  carelessness  or  vengeance,  so  that  a  green 
blade  could  scarcely  be  seen.  A  little  before  nin6 
they  heard  a  gun  fired  that  gave  them  some  joy,  as 
fhe  sutey^  isetfaied  ti^  to  be  fm  eff;  a  few  itoilfttiteji 
after,  they  heard  several  dropping  shot,  and,  in  less 
than  a  q^uarter  of  an  hour's  time,  a  general  firing 
ij^gail  ffiOlto  right  to  left,  ^hicfat^^aS^E 


^  Mjt4  -IbtlieiB  iWKttii;  I  tup;|i0se,  that  li6  feH  himself  Tmht  the  im- 
p^i0iilrf;4»iiat  Mam, 
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Tht?  con^aditi^armij^s  jcqirm  iti  ^ight  of  each  othe^^ 

and  then  was  heard  agfain  as  smart  as  ever,  about  the 
occasion  of  which  thej  were  divided  in  opinion.  The 
fil  ing  trotitkififed  mttclj  Itt^e^^itie  W^^^^  rMhet  ^t^itfc- 
er,  but  apparently  adttHClUg'  near  them  ;  a  sure  sign 
thfit  their  armj^  was  (beiaten  and  retreating,  The^^ 
thefefote  riiadte  themselves  ready,  and  Ito0tirtte3  fth 
horseback  thSt  they  might  join  them. 

They  had  not  gone  far  in  the  plain  before  they  had 
a  sight  of  the  enemy,  to  their  very  great  surprise  and 
no^iH^tl  comfort.  A  multitude  of  deer,  buffaloes,  > 
boars,  and  various  other  wild  beasts,  had  been 
alarmed  by  the  noise  and  dailj  advancing  of  tha 
artoy,  and  gradually  dn*^tt  bfefbte  them*  ^Itm; 
country  was  all  overgrown  with  wild  oats^  a  great 
many  of  the  villages  having^  been  burnt  the  jeai;  l?er 
ifejp^  tlMi  tt^h^bltant^'  imi  abindbtt^  ilfet«(  5  m  tnm 
#e  wild  beasts  had  taken  u^tleif  ibodes  in 
very  great  numbers.  When  the  army  pointed  to- 
wards Kartagna  to  the  left,  the  silence^ and  solitude 
on  the  opposite  side  m^de  them  turn  to  the  right  to 
where  the  Nile  makes  a  semicircle,  the  Jemma  being 
,  behind  them,  and  much  overflow^ed.  When  the  army^ 
thet^forej  instead  «f  matching  south  md  by  Mnt 
towards  Sumseen,  had  directed  their  course  north- 
west, thej  had  fallen  in  with  these  innun)erable  herds 
of  deef  atid  tftMrfeeAsis,  who,  ihiiti^i^s^  b^^^  the 
Nile,  the  Jemma,  and  the  lake,  haitJ*  im  way  to  re- 
turn but  that  by  which  ihey  had  come.  These  ani- 
mals, finding  men  in  every  direction  in  which  they 
attempted  to  pass,  te^ietftife:  desperate  with  (mti  'Afwli^ 
not  knowing  what  course  to  take,  fell  a  prey  to  the 
troops.  The  soldiers,  happ^  in  an  occasion  of  pro- 
curings  amtiaiil  Ibsod,  jpres^ntty  fell  to  firing  where- 
ever  the  beasts  appeared  ;  every  loaded  gun  was  dis- 
cli^rged  upon  themj^  and  this  continued  for  very  ijeair 

The  king  and  Ras  Michael  were  in  the  most  vio- 
lent agitation  of  mind  :  though  the  cause  was  before 
their  eyes,  yet  the  word  went  about  that  Woodage 

.  Asahel 
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i^r^at  aciiv  ity  of  V/.^o.tat/e  A  abei. 
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.  .^T^-  .y,,  ,V..r-i,_  _  .  „.  .14^^ 

Am%0t  fcad  attacked  the  army  ;  and  this  ocse^^iotiii 
a  great  panic  and  disorder,  for  every  body  was  con- 
viuced  with  reason  that  he  was  not  far  off.  The 
fihrtg"j  hx>W#*#fr^*&3^tt^rt4j^^^  halls  flew  dhtotit4fi 

every  direction,  some  few  were  killed,  and  many 
people  and  horses  were  hurt ;  still  they  fired^  ap4 

ening,  and  tmving  his  grey  locks,  f^ft^d^  for  a  few 
minutes,  the  army  was  not  under  his  command.  At 
this  instant  Kasmati  Netcho,  whose  Fit-Auraris  had 
fallen  back  on  his  front,  ordered^  his  ketlfe  tlNiiig  to 
be  beat  before  he  arrived  in  the  king's  presence  ;  and 
this  being  heard,  without  l)eing  known  generally  who 
they  were,  ottmm^mii  atttfther  pmwt  ^he  Mng  or-^ 
dered  his  tent  to  be  pitched,  his  standard  to  be  set  up, 
his  drums  to  beat,  (the  signal  for  encaftipipg,^  and 
tif^  iif  itig  ttttttiedMely  tJ^a^edV  But  it  'wa*  a  long 
while  before  all  the  army  could  believe  that  Wood- 
age  Asahel  had  not  been  engaged  with  some  part  of 
it  that  day.  This  man  was  the  nmst  active  and  en- 
terprising partisan  of  his  tijjtoBy  stij4* Rlt^S^  ^^^^ 
hatred  to  Ras  Michael ;  nor  was  there  any  love  lost 
between  them.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  with 
what  Vtl^tfi^  'he  iwtrt^^ii/  i^^M^inomfe  #ith  200  horse, 
sometimes  with  only  half  that  number.  He  wa* 
constantly  falling  upon  some  part  of  Michaers  army, 
whether  marching  or  encamped  ;  and  the  blow  once 
struck,  he  disappeared  in  a  minute.  When  he  was 
about  to  attempt  something  of  importance  he  had 
only  to  summon  his  friends  and  acq^uaintance  in  the 
ediiMtfyf  ikHfl  he  had  then  «  littlfr  ftritiy,  which  dis- 
persed when  the  business  w^as  accomplished.  He 
was  too  tall  for  a  good  horseman,  but  had  becpine 
very  expert  by  d6n^^t^^t  jjii^ai^i^iiee,  HMfafe#  was^el^ 
low,  as  if  he  had  the  jaundice,  and  much  pitted  with 
the  small-pox  ;  his  ey^s  small,  staring,  and  fiery ; 
his  nose  as  it  were  Ibfcikefl  ;  his  motith  large ;  his 
chin  long  and  turned  up  at  the  etj4  J  he  spoke  very 
fast,  ?ind  had  a  shy  but  ill-desigailag  look.    In  his 

2  p  2  character 


my 
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.Bttat^:^  and  Sebastos  dangerously  wounded. 


cliafscctef  lier  was  avaricious,  treacherous,  and  cruet 
to  a  proverb  j  in  short,  he  was  allowed  to  be  the 
ino^l  uierciless  robber  and  murderer  tl|e  age  had  pvQ-* 
duefe^lti  all  Abyssinia. 

Mr.  Bi?(ice  having*  left  Kasmati  Netcho  was  mak- 
ing his  way  towards  the  king's  tent  when  he  was 
met  by  a  confidential  servant  of  Kefla  Yasous,  who 
had  tli^t  4^  ^&tnmanded  .the  rear  in  thfe  retreat ;  a 
brave  experienced  officer,  but  mikl,  humane,  intelli- 
gent, and  affable.  He  sent  to  desire  that  Mr.  Bruce 
li^ottFd  id  Ifeitftr  ^loiiei  ^r  s^ttd  cm^e  of  M»^^^^ 
attendants.  Having*  answered  the  enquiries  which 
this  man  was  directed  to  make,  our  traveller  went  in 
quest  of  M$  tttett«(attt»  #t^^^  and  SefaAiifos^  Wbii  Mi 
been  sick  on  the  road*  He  soon  came  np  with  them  ; 
sitid  to  his  no  small  surprise,  found  them  both  extended 
on  the  ground.  Strates  was  bleeding*  from  a  large 
wound  in  his  forehead,  crying  out  that  his  leg  was 
broken,  whilst  he  pressed  it  with  both  his  hands  be- 
low the  knee  seemingly  regardless  of  the  gash  in  his 
head*  Sebastos  said  scarcely  any  thing,  but  sig^hed 
aloud.  When  Mr.  Bruce  enquired  whether  his  arm 
was  broken,  he  feeblj  answered  that  he  was  a  dy- 
ing man,  urtd  that  his  legs,  htsr  at^ms,  ntii^  bis  !*ibSi 
were  all  broken  to  pieces.  Mr.  JSruce  could  not  pos- 
sibly conceive  hovv  this  calamity  had  happened  so 
^ttldettly ;  and  what  sefetaed  still  tnore  striSinge,  all 
abound  them  was  bursting  out  into  loud  fits  of  laughs 
ter.  At  length  he  learned  that  all  this  mischief  was 
occasioned  by  Prince  George  who  had  frightened 
the  mules. 

This  prince  was  fond  of  horsemanship,  and  rode 
with  saddle,  bridle,  and  stirrups,  like  the  Arabst 
Tim  m^timt  ttt  whie1>  iw^b^  6f  those  people  salute 
when  they  meet  is  this  :  the  person  inferior  in  rank 
or  age  presents  his  gmi,  charged  with  powder  only, 
at  the  other,  at  the  distance  of  500  yards  ;  he  then, 
keeping  his  gun  presented,  gallops  up  as  fast  as 
lie  can,  md  on  mmwg  elos%  lowers  the  muzzl^e 
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and  pours  the  explosion  just  under  tlie  oth^l'%  stirrups 
or  horse's  belly*  This  they  do  sometimes  twenty 
at  once,  so  that  you  would  think  some  of  them 
at  least  could  not  possibly  escape  being:  bruised 
or  burned.  This  exercise  the  prince  had  learned 
of  Mr.  Bruce,  and  was  very  expert  in  the  perform- 
ance of  it.  He  Imd  been  out  with  his  gttn  ^ftir 
the  deer  all  the  morning" ;  and,  hearing  that  our 
traveller  had  arrived,  but  seeing  nobody  but  the 
two  Greeks  approaching  on  their^  mules,  he  came 
galloping  furiously  with  his  gun  presented,  and 
]fired  upon  the  ground  under  that  which  Strates 
jrodei  tk$n  wheeling  as  quick  as  lightning  to 
th^' Mft  h%  mm  out  of  sight  in  a  moment.  NeVar 
was  concipliment  w^orse  timed  or  relished.  Strates 
had  two  panniers  upon  his  mule  containing  two, 
great  mrtheti  hydromalr    Bj^lbniglos  %a<i; 

also  some  jars  atifl  ^ots,  and  three  or  four  dozen  of 
drinking-^lasses  I  afed  both  of  them  rode  between, 
the  panifiei^  liptrh  thi6  paek^*ad^ife&*  Strates  mtt^ 
first;  and,  to  save  trouble,  the  halter  of  the  other 
iDule  was  tied  to  bis  saddle,  so  that  both  the  animals 
wei*e  fastened  together.  Strates*s  mule,  on  the 
firing  of  the  gun  so  near  it,  being  unaccustomed 
to  compliments  of  this  kind,  started,  and  threw 
him  ;  it  then  trampled  upon  him,  began  to  run  off, 
iiTid  wound  the  halter  round  Sebltito%  mho  like" 
wise  fell  to  the  ground  among  some  stones.  Both 
the  mules  then  began  kicking  at  each  other,  till 
they  lilitf  thmwiii  6ff  the  p^annfers  atVd  parck-sad- 
dles,  and  broken  every  thing  brittle  in  them.  The 
mischief  did  not  end  here ;  for  in  struggling  to 
get  loose,  they  fell  font  of  the  mule  of  old  Azage 
Tafikb  HmnEianout,  one  of  tlie  king's  criminal 
judges,  a  very  feeble  old  man,  and  broke  his  foot, 
so   that    he    could    not  walk    alone    for  several 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Bruce  had  dressed  the  wounded, 
he  repaired  to  Kefla  Yasous,  and  after  some  conver- 


He  said,  that,  as  soon  as  the  news  of  the  con- 
spiracy was  known,  a  council  was  held,  where  it 
warfhe  general  opinion  they  ilimiid  prdte#feidi  BHsskly 
forward,  and  attack  Fasil  alone  at  Bure,  then  turn 
to  Gondar  to  meet  the  other  two  ;  but  learning  upon 
the  very  best  authority  that  great  r^W  Jilttt:  ftj^^^^^ 
to*  the  southward;  that  the  rivers,  whtc^  vrere 
frequent  in  that  part  of  the  country,  were  mostly 
impassable,  so  that  there  would  be  great  danger 
in  meeting  Fasil  with  an  army  spent  and  fatigued 
with  the  difficulty  of  the  roads,  it  was,  therefore, 
determined,  and  the  Ras  was  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  they  should  keep  their  army  entire  for  a  betf^i 
day,  and  immediately  cross  the  Nile,  and  march 
back  to  Gondav  ;  that  they  had  accordingly  wheedled 
a?b6ut,  and  itt«{  <fay  was  the  first  dF  thdir  pro- 
ceeding, which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  acci- 
dent of  the  firing.  Mr.  Bruce  dined  with  Kefla 
Yasous.  He  then  went  to  his  own  tent,  where 
be  found  all  that  b^teto||ed  to  him  had  arrived  safe} 
and  having  novi^  procured  clothes,  he  waited  upon 
the  kin^,  and  staid  a  considerable  time  with 
him. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  early  in  the  morning,  the 
arnniy  marched  towards  the  Nile.  In  the  afternoon 
they  encamped  on  th^i  Ibaftlcsi  of  the  fiver  Coga,  the 
church  Abbo  being  sometHll^i?  JMO^re  than  half  8  miie 
to  the  north-west  of  them. 

Next  morning  they  left  this  river,  marching  down 
itpon  the  Nile  ;  they  passed  the  church  of  Mariam- 
Net,  as  they  call  the  church  of  St.  Anne.  Here  the 
superior,  attended  by  about  fifty  of  his  monks,  came 
in  pitidmi^tt  weWftie  !Ra^  M^hafel)  but  he,  it 
seems,  had  received  some  intelligence  of  ill-offices 
which  the  people  of  this  quarter  had  done  to  the 
Agows,  by  Fasil's  direction  ;  he  tftetfefbrfr  ol^el'M 
the  church  to  be  plundered,  and  took  the  superior^ 
an<l  two  of  th§  leading  men  of  the  monks^  away 


Prodigious  tkll  of  rain  by  which  tht  Nile  is  greatly  swollen, 

withliim  to  Gondar  ;  s^'i^iettLl  of  the  others  werekiUif4 
and  wounded^  without  provocation,  by  the  soldiers, 
and  the  rest  dispersed  through  the  country.  T^ey 

possession  in  a  line  of  about  600  yards  of  ground. 

Froua  the  tirae  the  army  decamped  from  Coga  it 
poured  iiisessarttly  tlie  momtmtittmd  tmii  Mt^lBti%0^ 
mmf  1^4  y^t  men  ;  violent  claps  of  thunder  folIoWfdT 
close  one  upon  another,  almost  without  interval,  ac- 
companied with  sheets  of  lightning,  which  ran  on  the 
'  grouwd  lik6  water  i  4^3^  wais^m^^  than  conmionly 
dark,  as  in  an  eclipse  ;  and  every  hollow,  or  foot- 
path, collected  a  quantity  of  rain,  which  f^l  into  the 
Nile  in  torrents. 

The  Abyssinian  armies  pass  the  Nile  at  all  seasons. 
Jt  rolls  with  it  no  trees,  $tones,  oi;  impedi mentis;  y^t 
ihe  sight  of  such  a  monstfoUs  mtlss  cyf  water  teittl^ 
Mf*  Bruce,  and  made  him  think  the  idea  of  croj^mig* 
would  be  laid  aside.  The  Greeks  crowded  around 
him  all  forlorn  and  despairing,  cursing  the  hour  they 
first  entered  iM'fi^  and  following  these- curses 

with  fervent  prayers,  where  fear  held  the  place  of 
devotion.  A  cold  and  brisk  ^ale  now  sprung  up  af 
wfth  ^  ^tear  Stun ;  ^ted  inflter  fbiir,  when 
the  armv  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  these 
temporary  torrents  were  all  subsided,  the  sun  was 
hot,  and  the  ground  again  beginning  to  come  dry. 

Netcho,  Ras  Michael's  Fit- Aurari^:,  with  about  400 
men,  had  passed  in  the  morning,  and  taken  his  sta- 
tion above  them  in  little  huts  like  bee-hives.  He  had 
sent  back  word  to  the  Mtr^s  that  his  men  had  passed 
swimming,  and  with  very  great  difficulty  ;  that  he 
doubted  whether  the  horses  or  loaded  mules,  could 
tit  imY  rMe  j  btitv  if  it  resolirfetf  W  nhk^ 
the  trial,  they  should  do  it  inimediaUly,  without 
staying  till  the  increase  of  the  river.  He  said  both 
ibdilks  were  composed  of  bfeek  #artlt,  islippery  and 
ttliry,  which  would  become  more  so  wiien  horses  had 
imddled  it;  he  advised  above  all,  the  turning  to  the 


»         Kas  Michael's  array  wade  or  swim  across  tlie  Nile* 

right  immediateiy  after  coming'  ashore,  in  the  dil^^« 
tion  in  which  he  had  fixed  poles,  as  the  earth  was 
(  hard  and  firm,  besides  having  the  advantage  of  some 
rdufttd*  sliaile^j  which  hirtdr#i*diihe  feM^is  slipping 
or  sinking.    Instead,  therefore,  of  resting  there  that 
night,  it  was  resolved  that  the  horse  should  cross  im- 
ittedff^td}^,    *l^h6  fifiSt  who  passed  was  a  young  man, 
a  relation  of  the  king,  brother  to  Ayamico,  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Banja,  he  walked  in  with  great  caution, 
marking  a  track  for  the  king  to  pass.    He  had  gone 
upon  rather  solid  ground,  about  twice  the  length  of 
his  horse,  when  he  plunged  out  of  his  depth,  and 
swam  to  the  other  side.    The  king  followed  him  im- 
mediately with  n  great  degree  of  haste,  Ras  Micl^i 
calling  to  him  to  proceed  with  caution,  but  without 
success.    Afterwards  came  the  old  Ras,  on  his  raulei 
Wifli  i^evBfAT  of  %U  fn^n^&  ^wiftrtftln^  boIR  witR  •attdi 
without  their  horses  on  each  side  of  him,  in  a  man- 
ner truly  wonderful.    As  soon  as  these  were  safely 
ashore,  the  king'^  haostlieid,  and  M4ck  troops,  and 
Mv.  Bruce  with  theni>  ad^^uced  cautiously  into  the 
river,  and  swanti  happily  over,  in  a  deep  stream  of 
reddish-coloured  water,  which  ran  without  violence 
almost  upon  a  leveL    Each  horseman  had  a  mule  in 
his  hand,  which  swam  after  him,  or  by  his  side,  with 
his  coat  of  mail  and  head-piece  tied  upon  it.    It  is 
impossible  to  desoM&e  th^  dotVfisd^  tBat^^^^^ 
night  was  hard  upon  them,  and,  though  it  increased 
their  loss,  it  in  a  great  measure  concealed  it|  a  thou^ 
s^rid^ttiefi  httd  ^^^^  yet  passed,  though  On  mbles  and 
horses  ;  many,  mired  in  the  muddy  landing-place,  fell 
back  into  th^  strp^^m,  and  were  carried  away  and 
drowned.    0f  tfefe  :horse  belonging  to  the  king's 
household,  ^tt#iitoMr^   and  eighty  in  number,  seven 
only  were  missing  ;  with  them  Ayto  Aylo,  vice  cham- 
berlain to  the  queen,  and  Tecla  Miriam,  the  kinoes 
uncle,  a  great  friend  of  Ras  Michael's,  both  old  filfehv 
The  ground  on  the  west  side  was  quite  of  another 
consistence  than  was  that  upon  the  east,  it  was  firm^ 
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Ajio  and  Tecla  Mtirlam  draiir[^ii^  4;if 

,.  ~    -~    ~         -V        -----   :  .  

covered  with  short  grass,  and  rose  in  small  hills  like 
t^e  downs  in  jEJngian^,  all  sloping*  into  little  valleys 
which  cairried  tin  tHe  water,  the  declivity  being  al- 
ways towards  the  A^ile.  There  wasit^  baggage,  the 
tent  of  the  Ras  and  that  of  the  king  excepted,  which 
had  as  yet  come  over,  and  these  were  wet,  being  ^ 
drenched  in  fife  tiver.  ^  Tlie  f'tt-jlnr«m  kti4  Mt, 
ready  made,  two  rafts,  for  Ozoro  Esther,  and  the 
other  two  ladieSji  with  which  she  might  have  easily 
been  tondutited  6te*'>  withoflt  Itttiolj 4nnger  :  but 
the  Ras  nmd#  her  pass  over  in  the  saitie  tt^anner 
be  had  crossed  himself,  many  swimming  on  each  side 
of  her  mule.  She  would  have  fain  staid  on  the  east 
side,  but  it  was  in  vain  to  remonatt^l.  She  was 
pregnant,  .and  had  fainted  several  times  ;  yet  nothing 
could  prevail  with  the  Ras  to  trust  her  on  the  other 
bank  till  niiirnirrg'.  She  efosf^etl^  hciw^en  Mfety, 
though  almost  dead  with  fright.  The  night  was 
cold  and  plear,  and  a  strong  wiqd  at  north-west  had 
hkwi^  ^tl  iM  klfefnddo.  The  river  had  to- 
wards mid-night,  when,  whether  from  tfck  ««ijsfe^^ 
as  they  alledged,  that  they  found  a  more  favourable 
ford;  all  the  Tigre  infantry,  and  many  mules  lightly 
loaded,  passed  with  lesS-difficulty  than  any  of  the  rest 
had  done,  and  with  them  several  loads  of  flour  ;  luckily 
also  Mr.  Bruce's  two  tents  and  mules,  to  his  great 
eoiisolatibny  mme  safely  t)^^  whert  ii  wa^  ttMf  ttiwii- 
ing.  Still  the  army  continued  to  pass,  and  those  that 
could  swim  seemed  best  oflF.  A^to  Ajlo,  the  queen's 
dhamberlain,  and  ^J^td^  Marlarii,  Wfet^  4r€^#rtM  pi^f 
bably  at  the  first  attempt  to  pass,  as  thay  Wii'e  tt^ev^r 
after  heard  of.  Before  day. light  the  van  and.the  cen- 
tre had  all  joined  the  king  ;  the  number  that  perished 
mm  never  distinctly  ktt^^^iW,  for  tliose  that  were  miss* 
ing  were  thought  to  have  remained  on  the  other  side 
with  Kefla  Yasous,  at  least  for  that  day.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  priests  of  the  churt  h  6f  MaHMi  S|iit> 
had  in  the  confusion  been  left  chained  arm  to  arm,!^ 
the  rear,  with  Kefla  Yasous.  Terrified  to  death  lest 
33v  Mmli^ 
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FaiiFi  straia^ia  io  idrntrOy  t&e  Rat's  fltm^* 

Michael  ^houM  pjuil  atit  thfeir  eyes,  or  ex<irdse  some 
of  his  usual  cruelties  u|3on  them,  which  was  certainly 
his  intention  in  carrying*  them  with  him,  they  began 
ta  itnpiUre  Kefla  Yasous  to  procure  their  pardon  and 
dismission.  They  frankly  informed  him  of  their 
suspicions  that  Michael  had  been  betrayed.  They 
said  they  had  never  kniiwti  6f  a  ford  there  before, 
though  they  had  lived  many  years  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  neither  had  they  ever  heard  of  one  at  Kerr, 
the  first  cataraetv'^liich  the  guides  Had  recommended 
as  the  best  of  the  two  j  they,  therefore,  believed  that 
Michael's  guides  had  il^ceived  him  on  purpose,  and 
that  they  intetided  to  do  the  saufie  on  themorro w,  by  in- 
ducing him  to  pass  the  river  at  Kerr.  They  told  him 
farther  that  about  three  days  before  Michael  arrived 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Samseen,  they  had  heard  a 
nagareet  beat  regularly  every  evfeiatig  at  sun-set,  be- 
hind the  high  woody  hill  in  front,  on  which  stood  the 
church  of  Boskon  Abbo;  that  they  had  also  seen  a 
tiftatt  the  day  b&fore,  wlio  had  l#t*We^MB/^aiidtoSy 
Fasil's  principal  officer  and  confidant  at  Goutto,  wait* 
ing  the  arrival  of  more  troops  to  passs  the  Nile  there^ 
whence  they  doubted  ttbt  tbat  some  freachery 
designed. 

Kefla  Yasous  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  some 
snare  had  been  laid  by  Fasil  for  the  royal  army;  and 
encouraging  the  priests  by  assurances  of  reward  in- 
stead of  punishment,  he  enquired  if  they  knew  for 
certain  of  any  better  ford  below.  They^  replied  that 
they  ktiew  of  ho  f«ird  feiit  efettthit^tt  tttti^  of  ©eistfe**, 
about  eight  miles  below ;  that,  it  was  true,  it  was  not 

food  and  deeper  than  usual,  as  the  r^iny  jseaspn  h^d 
egtftt  efctly,  bat  so  perfectly  fordable  tMt  ftiiiig^t 
safely  bep^tssedevet #¥en  with  loaded  mules. They Mcf- 
vised  him,  as  the  night  was  dry  and  the  rain  gene- 
rally fell  in  the  day,  to  lose  no  time,  but  to  collect  his 
troopB^  weary  as  they  were!,  M  speedily  as  possibly 
and  to  send  the  heavy  baggage  before  ;  that  there 
was  no  river  or  torrent  in  their  way  but  Amlac  Ohha, 
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which  at  that  time  of  night  Was  at  the  loWest^  an«i 
which  they  might  theo  pass  at  their  leisure,  while  he 
covered  them  bthioH ;  that  in. this  case  they  might 
all  be  safely  ovei*  tlie  ford  by  the  time  the  sun  became 
hot  in  the  morning',  about  which  hour  they  had  no 
doubt  he  would  otherwise  be  attacked  by  Welleta 

Thoug*h  all  these  circumstances  had  the  strongest 
air  of  probability,  yet  the  cautious  general  would  not 
venture  upon  a  step  of  m  much  consequence  as  thq 
separation  of  the  rear  of  the  army  from  the  kisg 
without  farther  enquiry.  Fie  had  then  in  his  camp 
two  of  the  guides  who  had  brought  the  army  to  this 
ford,  and  a  servant  of  Nanna  Georgis,  who  had  ar- 
rived some  days  before  with  information.  The  two 
forqier  who  pretended  to  be  Agows^  consequently 
friehidis  df  tlie  Mng,  he  cdIM  \tM  Hn  piitm^^&f  mi 
ordered  them  to  be  put  in  irons  ;  and  then  sent  for 
the  latter,  who  immediately  knew  one  of  them  to  be 
Ms  coontrymaw,^  bttl^  4#dared  that  the  other  yifm  # 
Galla,  both  servjpits  #  Fasil,  and  residing  at  Mlkll- 
sha.  Kefla  Yasous  immediately  commanded  the  exe- 
cutioner of  the  camp  to  attend,  and  having  exhorted 
^\mm  to  declare  the  truths  for  fear  of  iv!bat  would 
speedily  follow,  and  no  satisfactory  answer  being 
given,  he  directed  the  eyes  of  the  Galla  to  be  plucked 
out.    ^he  man  StHt  dtfttMBttth^^  le  delivered 

him  to  the  soldiers,  who  hewed  him  in  pieces  with 
their  large  knives  before  the  face  of  his  companion, 
^he  latter  influenced  by  this  spectacle,  upon  rfeijeiV"- 
ing  a  promise  of  life,  liberty,  and  reward,  declared 
that  he  had  left  Fasil  behind  a  hill,  which  he  shewed 
about  three  miles  distant  in  front  of  the  king's  army, 
and  had  gone  down  lo  Wdteta  Yasous,  who  was 
waiting  at  Goutto  ready  to  pass  the  Nile :  that  they 
were  sent  forward  to  decoy  the  king  to  that  passage 
tauder  the  ttkme  where  the^y  exp6ctfed  greal 

part  of  the  army  to  perish  if  they  attempted  to  pass  : 
that  Fasil  was  to  attack  such  part  of  the  troops  as 
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The  Eas's  army  cross  the  'Nile  at  Amlac  Ohha. 

slioold  have  passed,  as  saoa  as  they  appeared  on  the 
heights  above  the  river,  but  not  till,  by  the  firing'  on 
the  other  side?  be  kiie^  that  Welleta  Ysisous  was  en- 
gaged with  tfie  reari  ttat  they  did  neft  tniagine  Mi- 
chael  COold  )^ave  passed  that  night;  but  on  the  mor* 
row  he  would  certainly  be  attacked  by  Fasil,  as 
another  guide  who  had  crossed  with  the  Has  was  to 
go  directly  to  Fasilj  and  iflfolrm  him  of  tbfe-  ttstfe 
the  royal  army. 

Kefla  Yasous  sent  two  of  his  principal  officers,  with 
^  distint^  tfetait  of  this  wldte  laff^i^^^^  to  llie  king.  It 
being  now  dark  they  swam  the  river  on  horseback, 
with  much  more  difficulty  and  danger  than  the  others 
Imd  dwB,  and  they  fe)t|i)&  Itieh^el  aft^i  flit  king 
ill  eouncil,  to  whom  they  told  their  message  with 
every  circumstance  j  s^d^itig,  that  Kefla  Yasous,  as 
the  only  way  to  preserve  the  army,  quite  spent  with 
jatigiie,  and  encumbered  with  such  a  quantity  of  bag- 
gage, had  struck  his  tent,  and  would,  by  that  time, 
be .  on  his  march  for  the  ford  Delakus,  which  he 
diti^tiicl  m&m/Bi^B,  ftHer  leaving  a  party  to  g'uard  the 
baggage  and  sick,  he  should  with  the  freshest  of  his 
men  j^oin  the  army.  The  spy  that  had  passed  with 
Michkd  and  the  king  ftow  sought  for ;  but  tie 
had  lost  no  time,  and  was  gone  to  Fasil  at  Boskon 
Abbo.  Kefla  Yasous,  having  seen  all  the  baggage 
on  the  way  before  him,  did,  as  la$t  act,  perhaps 
not  strietly  coti&ist^t  with  jusfiieei  Eang  the  poor  un- 
fortunate informer,  the  Agow,  upon  one  of  the  trees 
at  the  ford,  that  Welleta  Yasous,  when  he  passed  in 
the  morning,  might  s^eltOW  #?fainly  his  tjg^ftet:^^S 
discover^dit  apd  tk^t  mi^^qmntly  he  wm  mi  hj^ 
guard. 

Itmm^,  hdmv&A  1  f Ms  btt^Mm  witb 
consummate  prudence,  crossed  Amlac  Ohha  with 
some  degree  of  difficulty,  on  the  28tl?,  and  was 
obliged  to  a.bandon  seirei'ia!  baggage-mttles.  Ifte  ad- 
vanced after  this  with  as  great  diligence  as  possible 
to  ][)elaku%  and  fownd  the  ford,  thaafJbt  de^p,  much 

better 
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better  than  he  expected.  He  had  pitched  his  tent  43^fi 
the  hig'h  road  to  Gondar,  before  Welleta  Yasous 
knew  that  he  had  decamped,  and  at  this  passage  he 
ittimigdmtdly  att^^  MIdbael  refreshings  his  troops  for 
any  emergency.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  Wel- 
leta Yasous  appeared  with  his  horse  on  the  other  side 
iof  the  H^ile,  te  itr  w^s  thfeh'tdor  fete.  ILefla  YWsotis 
was  so  strongly  posted,  and  the  banks  of  the  river 
so  guarded  with  fire-arms,  down  to  the  water-edge^ 
that  FaB^il  and  all  bis  arniy  would  not-teii^S^^^  to 
attempt  tlie  f asstftgifej.  M  appt<»teh  Iha  .tefcs  «ff 
the  river. 

As  soon  as  Ras  Michael  received  the  intelligence^ 
hp  dispatched  the  Fit-Auraris,  lf«teh%  tafe  po^t 
upon  the  ford  of  the  Kelti,  a  large  river,  but  rather 
broad  than  deep,  about  three  miles  off.  He  himself 
l&lte wed  early  1^^^^^  liftdfding,  m&  pfassecl  f  he  folU 
just  at  sun-rise,  without  halting;  he  then  advanced 
to  meet  Kefla  Yasous^  as  the  army  began  to  want 
JprovUions,  tlretfttlfe  that  had  b^en  brought  over, 
or  which  the  soldiers  had  taken  with  them,  being 
nearly  exhausted  during  that  night  and  the  morning 
after*  It  was  found,  too,  that  the  men  had  but  little 
pawdmv  none  of  them  having  recruited  their  qdan- 
tity  since  the  hunting  of  the  deer ;  but  what 
they  had  was  in  perfect  good  order,  being  kept 
jti  tioftt^and  iihall  wdod^ti  !y&ttlfes,  t^r^ed  in  such  4^ 
manner  as  to  be  secured  from  water  of  any  kind. 
Kefla  Yasous,  therefore,  being  in  possession  of  the 
bliggage,  the  powder  and  the  provisions,  a  junction 
with  him  was  absolutety  necessary,  and  they  expected 
to  effect  this  at  Wainadega,  about  twenty  mil^s  from 
their  last  night's  quarters. 

Between  twelve  atid  etierthey  heard  the  iPit-Atirarfs 
engaged,  and  there  was  sharp  firing  on  both  sides, 
which  soon  ceased.  Michael  ordered  his  army  imme- 
diately tD  Mlt;  he  and  tbe  king,  and  Billetana  Grueta 
Tecla,  commanded  the  van ;  Welleta  Michael,  and 
Ayto  Tesfos  of  Sire,  the  rear.    Haying  inarched  a 

Mtti^e 
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tfWiteta  JVJiqfeteitfck^n  prisoner  by  Fasil. 

little  farther,  he  chang^ed  his  order  of  battle*  ItMm 
not  long  before  the  Fit-Auraris's  two  messengers  ar- 
rived. Their  account  was  that  they  had  fallen  in 
with  FasiFs  Fit- Auraris  ;  tha^ tley  •a^fctfti^ked  him 
smartly  ;  and,  though  the  enemy  were  greatly  supe- 
rior, being  all  horse,  except  a  few  njusc^ueteers,  had 
Mthi  fdtti?  tif  thtiHt.  ^he  Ma*  havmg^  ftp^t  beafd  iTle 
message  of  the  Fit-Auraris  alone,  he  sent  a  man  to 
report  it  to  the  king  j  and,  immediately  after  this, 
he  ordered  tw^o  horsemen  to  go  full  gallop  along  the 
0ast  side  of  the  bill,  the  low  road  to  Wainadega,  to 
warn  K^efla  Yasous  of  FasiTs  being  near  at  hand ;  he 
likewise  directed  the  Fit-  Auraris  to  advance  cautious- 
ly till  ha  h^d  seen  Fasil,  and  to  pursue  it^  party  that 
should  retreat  before  him. 

Fasil  sooa  appeared  at  the  top  of  the  hill  with 
dbmrt ^308^0^  ht^rs^;  B       'a  Mt  #lght>  bii#  the 
ing  was  beginning  to  be  overcast.    Alter  having 
taken  a  full  view  of  the  army^r  they  all  began  tp  move 
slowly  down  the  hill,  beating  theit*  l&ttle-dram^, 
Fasil  sent  down  a  party  to  skirmish  with  the  eavah7 
that  were  advanced  beyond  the  front  of  the  royal 
army,  and  he  himself  halted  after  having  made  a  few 
paces  down  the  hill.    Th^tifeo  bodies  of  horse  met 
just  half-way  at  two  trees,  and  mingled  together, 
as  appeared  at  least,  with  very  decisive  intention; 
but  ^hetbeiP  it  w#  by  drdieftNiff  #<j^f#ftrj  (for  they  ' 
were  not  overmatched  in  numbers,)  the  Abyssinian 
horse  turned  their  backs  and  came  precipitately 
down,  so  tSiiii  It  was  Glared  they  would  htmk  in 
upon  the  foot*    Several  shots  were  fired  at  them 
from  the  centre  by  order  of  the  Ras,  who  cried  out 
aloud  in  derision^  ^*  Take  away  these  horses  and  send 
them  to  the  mill."    They*  4ivi4tedi^  however,  to  the 
right  and  left,  into  the  two  grassy  valleys  under 
cover  of  the  musquetry,  and  a  very  few  of  Fasil's 
horse  were  €arri#d  in  Silohg  witb  them,  and  slain 
by  the  soldiers  on  the  side  of  the  hill.    On  the  king's 
side  no  man  of  note  was  missing  but  Welleta  Mi- 
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Battle  of  Linijour, 

chael,  nephew  of  Ras  Michael,  whose  horse  faUiug'y 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  carried  off  by  Fasil, 

Tfeer  #fc6lie  5ftrpBiy  acl^^ftiieeiJ  IfttmMktely  M  b  very- 
brisk  place,  hooping  and  screaming,  as  is  their  cus- 
tom^  in  a  wiost  harsh  and  barbarous  manner,  crying 
out:  HatzeMi  Michael  Afil  BiitF^s!!,  who  saw 
the  forward  countenance  of  the  king's  troops,  and 
that  a  few  minutes  would  lay  him  under  the  necessity 
of  risking  a  battle,  which  he  did  not  intend,  with- 
drew his^  troops  at  a  smart  trot  over  the  smooth  do#iilli»^ 
returning  towards  Boskon  Abbo.  This  is  what  w^as 
called  the  battle  of  Limjour,  from  a  village  burnt  b^ 
Eas  W&lrafel  tast  campaign  ;  the  tiame  of  u  Imttle  it 
surely  more  than  it  deserves.  The  Ras,  who  saw 
that  Fasil  would  not  fig;ht,  easily  penetra^te^  his  rest- 
sons,  and  no  Sdoinef  WM  he  gone,  and  hti  Own  dPtefiM 
silent,  than  he  heard  a  nagareet  beat,  and  knew  it 
to  be  that  of  Kefla  Yasous.  This  general  encamped 
upon  the  river  Avoley,  leaving  his  tents  and  bag- 
g^g^  Uttd^l^  a  pro|i©^^  m0L  had  marched  with 

the  best  and  freshest  of  his  troops  to  join  Michael  be- 
fore the  engagement,    AU  was  joy  at  meeting  s  every 
fiinlt  #  then  joined  iti  lixtolling  the-  lii^Ht  Atid 
duct  of  their  leaders. 

The  army  marched  next  day  to  Dingleber,  a  high 
hill,  or  rock,  approaching  so  close  to  the  lake  as 
scarcely  to  leave  a  passage  between.  Upon  the  top 
of  this  rock  is  the  king's  house.  As  they  arrived 
very  early  there,  and  were  now  out  of  Fasil's  go- 
v«i%tt)(fettt,  the  king  imistigd  Xxpm  trmilhg  Bus  Mi- 
chael and  all  the  people  of  consideration.  Just  as  the 
king  sat  down  to  dinner  an  accident  happened  that 
occasioned  much  trepidation  aniong  all  his  servafttirp 
A  black  eagle  was  chased  into  his  tent  by  some  of 
the  birds  of  prey  that  hover  about  the  camp^  aqd  it 
was  afterwards  in  the  mouth  of  every  one  that  the 
king  would  be  dethroned  by  a  man  of  mferior  birth 
and  condition.  Every  body  at  that  time  looked  to 
Fasil :  the  event  proved  the  application  false^  though 
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the  omen  was  true.  Powussen  of  Be^emder  was 
as  lQW-born  as  Fasil,  as  great  a  traitor,  but  more  suc- 
cessful, tb  Whdtti  tti0  tominous  presage  pointed  ;  and, 
though  we  cannot  but  look  upon  tb«  whpl^  at  acm- 
dent,  it  was  but  too  soon  fulfiUeid.  ,^ 

Two  horsemen  from  l^mlf  clad  in  hafcits  of  peace, 
and  without  arms,  arrived  at  Dingleber  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  29th  ;  they  were  known  to  be  two  of  his 
principal  servants,  were  grave,  genteel,  middle-aged 
tW^it^  ■Pfajey  had  an  audience  early  after  their ^is*il&- 
ing,  first  of  the  Ras,  then  of  the  Ring.  They  said, 
and  said  truly,  tl^at  Fasil  had  repassed  the  ICelti, 
etiCiattftp^d  ori  the  opposite  sid^,  titi^  wstsr  ttot  yet 
joined  by  Welleta  Yasous.  Their  errand  was,*  to 
desire  that  the  Ras  might  not  fatigue  hia  men  by 
unnecessarily  li^rrying  0rj  to  <3fOti3aiV  b#e|tiise  be 
might  rest  securedlftf  ifecMyiag^ 

from  Fasil  their  master,  as  he  was  on  his  march  to 
Bure.  They  told  the  Ras  the  whole  of  the  conspi- 
racy* as  fat  it  regarded  him,  and  the  agr^eiflisnf 
that  Powussen  and  Gusho  had  made  with  their  master 
to  surround  him  at  Derdera.  Fasil  declared  his  re- 
TSdtul^crtl:  Mv^r  again  to  appear  iti  tSriWs  %filfist  tKfr 
Idi>^,  but  that  he  would  hold  his  government  under 
him,  and  pay  the  accastopfied  taxes  pun<^^^^  he 
promised  also,  that  he  would  renounce  all  maniierof 
connection  with  Gusho  and  Powussen,  as  he  had  al- 
ready done,  and  he  would  take  the  field  against 
them  next  season  with  his  whole  force,  whenever 
t?i^  kitlg' onlered  him.  The  messengers  concluded, 
with  desiring  the  Ras  to  give  Fasil  his  grand-daugh- 
ter, Welleta  Selasse,  in  marriage,  and  that  he  would 

The  Ras,  though  he  did  not  believe  all  this,  made 
no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  every  thing  that  was 
desired.  He  promised  the  grand-daughter:  and, 
as  an  earnest  of  his  believing  the  rest,  the  king's  two 
nagareets  were  brought  to  the  door  of  the  tent^  where 
it  was  proclaimed,  *^  Fasil  is  governor  of  the  Agow, 
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Encampment  of  ihe  army  on  the  Kahha.  - 
^*   -  •   '   ^ 

Maitsha/ GfOjam,  and  Damot;  prosperity  to  him,  ^ 
and  long  may  he  live  a  faithful  servant  to  the  king  ' 
our  master!" — This  was  an  extraordinary  revolution, 
inr  so  small  a  space  of  time.  FasiFs  messengers  were 
mag-nificently  cloathed,  and  it  was  first  intended  they 
should  have  gone  back  to  him  \  but,  after  reflection; 
another  person  was  sent,  th^se  two  ^hti^ing  to  go  td 
Goiidar  with  the  king,  to  remain  hostages  for  Fasil's 
wqrd,  and-to  bring  back  his  investiture  from  thence 
to  The  whofe  camp  abatiiloned  itself  to  joy. 

The  Sd  of  June  the  army  encamped  on  the  river 
Kahha,  under  Gondar.  Several  of  the  great  officers 
of  state  reached  them  at  the  Kemona  j  many  others 
met  them  at  Abba  SamueK  Mr.  Kritce  did  not  per- 
ceive the  news  they  brought  increased  the  spirits 
either  of  the  King  or  the  Ras  ;  the  soldiers,  however, 
were  all  contented,  because th^yvw^^^  at  hotue  j  but 
the  officers,  who  saw  farther,  wore  very  different  coun- 
tenances, especially  those  that  were  of  Amhara.  In- 
deed OCT  traveller  had  very  little  reason  to  be  pleased; 
for  after  having  undergone  a  constant  series  of  fa- 
tigues, dangers,  and  expenses,  he  vs^as  returned  to 
Gottilap  dis*p|>dii^t^^  of  its  views  m  m'tn\^^ 
source  of  the  Nile,  without  any  other  ae^isitioQ  thaa 

violent  ague. 


14/  %K  mm- 

9 


514  fUAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA. 

Welleta  Yasous  afflicted  with  a  cancer. 


I  CHAPTER  V. 

 ;  ^  *  't 

fletreat  of  the  King  and  his  army  to  Tigid— SoQinios,  anew  kiiigi  ^^^0' 

Journey  to  discover  the  Sour<;e  of  the  t>rile^Mr.  .Bruce-s  interview* 
with  Fasil-rQataract  of  Assar— First  Cataract  of  the^ Nile  near  Qoutta 
— Mountains  of  the  Moon— Rogyery  of  Woldk),  the  guide^^Sourqet 
^  of  the  Nile— Description  pf  theiii^Qees)i(--Qx>ui'§e      the  ^ile— 

If  tle-^Account  of  the  Ag&^a  j  thfeii?  jtJatm^ts^  phmcim-^^ 
'  ta  Gondar. 

The  ki 

their  partisans  were  ready  to  fall  uppn  him  in  Gondar, 
as  soon  as  the  rains  should  have  swelled  the  Tacaz74, 
m>  that  the  apifty  ebtiTd  lidi  ffetil^fe  into  Tigrg,  and  lit» 
doubt  was  entertained  that  the  proclamation  in  favour 
ef  Fasil  would  hasten  the  motion  of  the  rebels.  A% 
Mr.  Bmc^Mi  ti^et  dfespaired  of  reaching  the  fbun- 
tftins  of  the  Nile,  so  he  never  neglected  to  iQipiiNlf& 
such  means  as  held  out  the  least  probability  of  accom- 
plishing tlmt  purpose.  He  had  been  very  attentive 
and  servteegble  to  Fasil's  servants  while  in  ttifetJaK^p. 
They,  had  on  the  other  hand  been  very  importunate 
with  Mr.  Bruce  to  prescribe  something  for  what  he 
understood  to  be  a  cancer  in  the  rip,  wilh  Which 
Welleta  Yasous,  Fasii's  principal  general,  was  af- 
flicted. He  complied  withtheir  desire  j  and,  overjoyed 
at  having-  succeeded  s^  wellfn  their  commission,  they 
declared  before  the  king,  that  Fasil  would  be  more 
pleased  at  receiving  a  medicine  that  would  restore 
Welleta  Yasous  to  healthj  ttmti  wfth  the  magnificent 
appointments  which  his  goodness  had  bestowed  upon 
him.  "  If  so,"  said  our  traveller,  addressing  the 
»m*  **l«  ilBif  day  of  grace  I  will  ask  two  favours. 


^TRAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA,  ^% 
Michael  puts  Mr,  3fuc^  in  p 

They  are  these: — -You  shall,  give  me,  and  obhge 
Fasil  to  ratify  the  grantij  the  village  of  Gee&h,  and, 
^0  «dtiit*eS«f!itr0  J^le  met,  im^I^m^  thefttsW 
be  furnished  with  money  for  myself  and  servants  j  iti 
shall  ^tand  me  instead  of  Tangouri  nf ar  |]i»fra% 
thoiig'li  ti6t  of  equal  value.  The  .secolid  k  that  wheti 
I  shall  see  that  it  is  in  his  power  to  carry  me  to 
Geesh,  and  shew  me  those  soprces,  Fasil  shall  do  it 
upon  my  request,  without  fee  or  reward,  and  without 
excuse  or  evasion.'^  All  present  laughedi  at  thfe  e»«lt 
ness  of  the  request,-  declaring  that  it  was  nothing, 
and  wishing  to  do  ten  times  as  much.  "  Tell.  Fasd/* 
saidtlie^ng  to  tlie  H#H^atrt$  #f  liiltt  HfiM  I  ^fV(^ 
the  village  of  Geesh,  and  those  fountains  he  is  so  fond 
of,  to  Y^goube  and  his  jposterity  for  ever  j  never  to 
an^e^^r  twaiei^anptlii&y  ttk^^^^  llie  deftar,  and  never  - 
tak^n  from  him  or  exchanged,  either  in  peace 

war.  Swear  this  to  him  in  the  name  of  your  mas- 
l^r/*  Upon  this  they  took  the  two  fore-fingers  of  Mr. 
Bri}i^ie^*s  right  hsmii^Und  each  in  successionlaSdlhe  for<g-!. 
fingers  of  his  own  right  band  across  them,  and  thei* 
kissed  them — a  form  ofsweariqg  used  in  the  country, 
at  least  ^itnong  timiiss  v^hQ  Call  themselv€i^«Oht^i^i«t{#« 
As  the  royal  secretary  and  historian  was  th^n  presenti 
the  king  ordered  him  to  enter  the  gift  in, the  deftar  pj; 
rev#in*e^fe6<ifeir  wls*^f#  the  4»ss#sr  *64  reveilriie  af  l4e 
king's  lands  are  registered.  - 

Michael  a^id  bi«  officers  were  niean  while eoncertingf 
iHtiife-operations.'  They  feould  not  trust  iP^tsil,  ufha 
^asides  could  render  them  no  service  in  this  emer- 

5#ncy,  ftH  th#  rain*  had  set  in,  and  h^  was  gone  hom0,. 
fbe  western  part  the. kingdom  was  rt^ady  to  rise 
xifQn  them  :  Woggora  to  the.north  was  all  in  arms,^ 
impatient  to  revenge  tlie  severities  inflicted  by  Mi- 
chael'Ofi  his  first  march  to  Gondar.  The  Tacazz^^i 
-0^1*6  ^^f  the  largest  and  moiit  r*pidTivert>  of  Abyssini^ir 
separates  Tigre  from  Wogfjora,  and  u  ashes  the  foot 
of  the  lofty  niotmtains  of  i^amen*    Ti»6ugh.  not  the 

0  ^  Jft  2  iilt|^tiiabte 


Mr.  Bruce  supposf^cl  to  possess  tlie  gift  of  prophecy* 

ffktpatsable  by  horse  or  foot,  rolling  doWtl  pfodigioas 
stones  and  trees  with  its  current.  Dangerous  as  this 
passage  was,  there  seemed  to  be  no  chance  of  safety 
but  in  attempting  it*  3Iichael  therefore,  and  every 
soldier  under  hiin,  were  of  opinion,  that  if  they  must 
perish,  it  would  be  better  to  meet  death  in  the  river 
6n  the  confines  of  their  own  country,  than  fall  alive 
into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  in  Amhara.  For  this 
preparationsJ  had  been  making  night  and  day  since 
Ras  Mich^  etitetedl  ^dffda 

.  The  whole  army  was  accordingly  put  in  motion, 
Mr.  Bruce  had  the  evening  before  taken  leave  of  the 
king  to     iMervT^w  *^hre^  mote  than  almost 

anv  one  in  his  life.  The  substance  was,  that  he  was 
ill  in  his  health,  and  qujte  unprepared  ^to  attend  the 
king  into  Tigre,  td  ivhi«h  plaiee  thfe^army  was  tO:  ire-** 
trtat^l  that  his  heaft  was  set  upon  iii9i»pleting  the  only 
purpose  of  his  coming  into  Abyssinia,  jvithout  which 
he  should  return  into  his  own  country  with  disgrace  ; 
that  he  hopad^^  tl«*0«gh  his  majesty^4nfluence,  Fasil 
'might  find  some  way  for  him  to  accomplish  it ;  if  not, 
he  trusted  soon  to  see  him  return,  when  he  hoped  it 
W^ttM  h€  msy  ;  but,  if  he  then  went  to  Tigr^,  he 
was  fully  persuaded  he  should  u^Ter  h^v&  t^e  i;eis0^^ 
tion  to  come  aigain  to  Gondar.  ^ 

.  Tiie  ^ing  neem^^d  to  t^ifke  he^a^^  tatl  Mt^  ceii^i§rtt?e^ 
with  which  Mr.  Bnice  spoke  of  his  return.  *^  You, 
Yagoqbe,"  said  he,  in  a  humble  complaining  tone, 
tould  tell  me,  if  you  pleased,  whether  I  shall  or 
pot,  arid  uhat  is  to  befal  me  ;  those  instruments  and 
those  wheels,  vvith  wbi^jl  jou  are  copal^antly  looking 
at  the  stars,  camt^t  be  for  iany  use,  ttlllfe^  for  prying 
into  ftttia^^^^^^  prince/*  said  Mr.  Bruce, 

these  are  things  by  which  we  guide  ships  at  sea,  and 
by  these  we  n^irk  down  the  ways  that  we  travel  by 
land  ;  teach  them  to  people  that  never  passed  them 
before,  and,  being-  once  traced,  keep  them  by  us  to  be 
known  by  all  men  for  ever.  But  of  the  decrees  of 
i#t}^i^  Figaifd  ;^  4r  myself;  1^ 


know  no  more  than  the  mule  upon  which  you  ride." 
— "  Tell  me  then,  I  pray,  tell  me,  what  is  the  reason 
you  speak^  of  my  return  as  certain  — "  I  speak/' 
said  Mr.  Bruce,  "  from  obseriiration,  from  reflections 
that  I  have  made,  much  more  certain  than  prophecies 
and  divinations  by  stars.  The  first  campaign  of 
your  reign  at  rtla?,  ^hfeB  you  w&m  rely ing*  upoa 
the  dispositions  that  the  Ras  had  most  ably  and  skil- 
fully made,  a  drunkard,  with  a  single  shot^  defeated 
a  numerous  army  of  your  enemies^  Powu$sen  and 
0usho  were  your  friends,  as  you  thought,  when  you 
marched  out  lastj  yet  they  had^  at  that  very  instant, 
inadealM^etode^i^y^^ 

but  a  miracle  could  have  titled  you,  shut  up  between 
two  lakes  and  three  armies.  It  was  neither  you  nor 
Michael  that  disordered  their  councils,  and  made  them 
fail  in  wbitt  ihe'y  had  concerted.  You  were  for  burn- 
ing Samseen,  whilst  Woodage  Asahel  was  there  in 
ambush  with  a  large  force,  with  a  knowledge  of  all 
the  fords,  and  waster  of  all  the  inhaWtattts  df  th* 
^'ountry.  Itemember  how  you  passed  those  rivers, 
liold\ng:  hand  in  hand,  and  drawing  one  another  oven 
dbti^^fd  ydtt  feavfe  d6tt«  il^  behind  you, 

and  such  an  enemy  as  Woodage  Asahel  ?  He  would 
have  followed  and  harassed  you  till  you  took  the  ford 
at  Gouttd,  and  tbere  wM  Wfeileta  Ifa^^ 
oppose  you  with  6000  men  on  the  opposite  bank,^ ' 
When  Ras  Michael  marched  by  Mariam  Net,  he 
found'  the  priests  at  their  homes.  Was  that  the  case 
ili^^ny  of  the  other  churches  we  passed  ?  MiS^S  alt 
were  fled  for  fear  of  Michael  ;  yet  these  were  more 
guilty  than  any,  by  their  connections  with  Fasih 
adtwttfcstaiiditig^wMA^^^^^  atone,  of  all  others,  i^m^^ 
though  they  knew  not  why  ;  an  invisible  hand  held 
them,  that  they  might  operate  your  preservation* 
Kothing  couW  hare  s^i^fed  t^^^^  tfedesp^mtie 
passage  of  the  Nile,  so  tremendous  that  it  will  exceed 
the  belief  of  man.  Yet  if  the  priesCs  had  crossed  be-«- 
lit*  Ais,  not  A  mm  m^li        pi?^e«fpd  i&  litf 
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Mr*  Brije^iSlstjl^s  the  army's  preservation  to  Providence. 

ford.  'Tlije  priests  woald  have  been  Has  Michael's 
prisoners  ;  and,  on  the  other  sidcj  they  never  would 
Bftve  spoken  ^  wofi  whilst  in  the  presence  of  Mi- 
chael.   Providence,  therefore,  kept  them  with  Kefla 
Yasous;  all  was  discovered,  and  the  army  saved  by 
the  Vetr^^at,  and  his  speedy  passing  at  the  ford  of 
Delakus.    What  would  have  happened  to  Kefla  Ya- 
i^aa^had  Pa3il  marched  down  to  Belakus  either  be- 
1km0i^^^ike  passage?  Kefla  IF^f^t^oS 
hmn  cut'  otf  before  Ras  Michael  had  passed  the 
Kelt! ;  insteit^ci  of  which  ap  unknown  causfe  d^tiai»edl 
hira,  most  ittliataatfed-Hk%  Ideating  his  J^ettfe^druua* 
^^bitti  i^kon  Abbo,  whif^  o^r  army  under  the  Ras 
tvas  swimming  that  dangerous  river,  and  most  of 
us  passing  the  night,  naked,  without  tents,  provision^ 
or.  powder.    Nor  did  he  ever  think  of  presenting  him- 
self till  we  had  warmed  ourselves  by  an  easy  march, 
in  a  fine  day,  when  we  were  every  vi^ay  his  superiors,^ 
aftd         if^tsmi*  iit  his  i^estp.    From  all  these  special 
marks  of  the  favour  of  an  overruling  Providence,  I 
do  believe  stedfastly  that  God  will  not  leave  his  wori^ 
Hfe         who,  governing  th^  Whd* 
universe,  has  yet  reserved  specially  to  himself  the  de-»» 
|M!,rt rodent  of  warj  he  it  is  who  has  styled  him^^^if  the 

WheJki»g  was  very  much  moved,  and,  as  Mr.  Brace 
conceived,  persuaded.  He  said,  O  Yagoube,  go 
hut  with  me  to  Tigr^,  and  I  will  do  for  you  what-i 
m&t  you  desire  me." — "  Yms^  4o,  Sir,*'  said  Mn 
Bruce,  **  whatever  I  desire  you,  and  more.  I  b*ive 
told  you  my  reasons  why  that  cannot  be ;  let  me  stay 
hare  a  fe v«^  months,  aniJ  wait  yo«r  l^etorn."  The  kii^g 
then  advised  him  to  live  entirely  at  Koscam  with  the 
Itegh,  without  ^oin^  out,  uuless  Fasil  came  to 
SoSdl^r,  aiai  td^  te^nd  ^pttrtictri^Uy  word  ho  w  lie  wn^ 
treated.  Upon  this  they  parted  with  inexpresshble  re-* 
luctance.  He  was  a  king  wortlij  to  reign  over  a  better 
people ;  Mr.  Bruce's  heaJJt  l^pt  deeply  penetmtc^d 
with  tiioaem&irks^e^         ^md  c(Hrde90^i#Gt  which 

he 


entered  his  palace. 

T  wo  ver^  reainrkabla  things  were  said  to  have  baf^ 

always  pretended,  that,  before  be  undertook  an  expe- 
fiitioi}^  »  person^  qr  spirit^  appeared  to  biai,  who  toi4 

iv$ts  then  taking  ;  this  he  imagined  fa  he  St.  Michadl 
the  archangel  ;  and  he  presumed  very  much  upon  this 
intercourse.  In  a  council  that  nigbt,  where  none  but 
^liN(i|idr  #ei^  present^  he  told  them,  that  hi$  spirit  bad 
appeared  some  nights  before,  and  ordered  him,  in  his 
retreat,  to  surprise  the  moun^tain  of  Weebne,  md  etf 
Ibef  #dy  or  carry  with  him  to  Tf^fi  fbe  princes  ms.* 
questered  there.  Nebrit  Tecla,  governor  of  Asom, 
with  bis  two  sons,  all  concerned  in  the  late  king's 
iisiciri€4^;  ^hte^  it  ^aid >  strong  advfeeVritf^tlri^  Mek- 
sure  ;  but  Ras  Michael,  probably  satiated  with  royal 
blood  already,  KeQa  Yasous,  and  all  the  worthy  tneu 
nf  any  consequence,  acting  q^tn  principle,  ahsoluteljr 
refused  t#ciiM^fit  to  it.  It  was  upon  thiis;  the  pass^e 
Belessen  was  substituted  instead  of  the  atteiBpt  on 
W^cbi^,  and  it  was  determined  to  conceal  it.  The 
etier  pidce  of  advice,  whicb»  m  the  Bias  said,  tbi« 
f»ngel  or  rather  devil  gave  him,  was,  that  they  should 
S9t  fire  to  tlie  town  of  Gondar,  aud  bum  it  to>  tha 
^reund ;  otherwise  his  good  fmluE©  wotili  teave  feiai 
there  for  ever.  jtFor  this  step  there  were  a  great  num- 
)»er  of  advocates,  and  Michael  seemed  inclined  to  it 
biffi^etf  j  bift  the  king,  when  It  was  ireportedf  f<^Bi«i^ 
.  put  a  direct  negative  upon  it,  declaring  that  he  would 
rather  stay  in  Gondar,  and  faU  by  the  bands  of  his 
enemies,  than  either  conquer  or  escape  from  tliem  by 
the  commission  of  so  enormom  a  crime. 
;  On  Ras  Michael's  a,rriyM  in  Tig?^  he  fpuiid  «t  re-r 
bellioii  prevailing  in  two  4i#erb»t  dIstrictSr  of  that 
province.  At  the  head  of  one  of  these  parties  of  insur* 
gents  was  Netcho,  who  had  n^arri^d  Michael's  daugh- 
ter, and  was  now  joined  by  Zamenfus  Kedus,  a  man 


mo 
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Det^qt|6ft  i5f      a^assin  of  king  Joas. 

of  great  property -in  that  and  the  stdjuieent  country. 
They  had  taken  possession  of  the  mountain  of  Aro- 
jxiata  or  Haramat,  an  ancient  strong*  hold  of  Netcho^s 
bf  ^^hwU  M  had  made  himself  uti^sle^l 
while  yet  a  young"  man,  after  a  seige  of  fifteen  years. 
Jt  was  garrisoned  by  veteran  troops,  and  seemed  to 
promise  employment  for  a  long trto^  in  t^he  Hm, 
immediately  prepared  to  invest  it  a  second  time. 

Soon  after  the  king  and  Ras  Michael  left  the  cjty^ 
Ousho  and  Povrussert  eiitfered. .  Tfieif  will  was  a  law 
while  they  remained  in  Gondar.  They  treated  Mr, 
Bruce  with  less  blindness  than  the  kinj;  and  his  friends 
had  done,  but  iifttwith  thjit  severity  tmich  might  have 
been  expected  from  his  attachment  to  the  latter. 

In  the  beginning  of  August  the  queen  went  to  Gon- 
dar, and  was  present  at  the  deliberation  of  the  prin- 
ciptil  officei^^ha  had  been  left  there^  on  tba  slibjact 
of  chusing  a  new  king.  On  her  return  the  same 
night  to  Koscam,  Sanuda,  her  nephew,  summoned  a 
€i(ittml,  and  fixed  npon  Welleta  Girgis,  a  young 
man,  who  had  been  reputed  the  son  of  Yasous^.a 
former  monarch  of  Abyssinia,  but  whose  low  life  and 
manneTS  had  igfttsnred  lib  safety  and  liberty,  by  thi 
contempt  which  they  had  raised  in  Ras  Michael.  He 
assumed  the  name  of  ^ocinios  ;  ^nclir  repairing  to  Kos- 
fmmyl^mw  hitisself  atthe  feet  oMw  Itegh6,  begging 
Iter  to  return  to  Gondar,  where  she  should stUl  b&  eon^ 
sidered  as  the  regent  of  the  kingdomi^ 

Soon  after  this  event,  accident  led  to  the  discovery 
tif  the  assassin  of  king  Joa$^  the  predecessor  of  Tecla 
Haimanout,  who  had  been  murdered  at  the  instiga^ 
tion  of  Ras  Michael.  A  summary  punishment  was 
inflicted  on  the  culprit,  and  the  body  of  his  vic- 
tim was  raised  from  the  grave,  or  rather  hole  in  the 
church-yard  of  St.  Raphael,,  into  which  it  had  been 
tht^Wtt  with  the  clothes  on.  It  wasted  in  ffrfe  <&Wart^^ 
upon  a  little  straw  ;  the  features  were  easily  distin- 
f  nisbable,  but  some  inimal  had  eaten  part  of  the 
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«|i#ek.  Here  it  remaifiedt  fdr  toitte^  IfidiB^eBtlj^ 
exposed,  till, Mr.  Bruce  ventured  to  cover  it  in  a  be- 
commg  manner ;  an  action  which  was;  gen^rall^ 
praisred  by  .all  parties.  Abotit  the  beginning  ti0^ 
tober  two  servants  came  from  the  king  with  a  mes^ 
{sage  to  the  ^ueeut  whicbj.  thopgh  laconic^  was  very 
0iMtf  mdkmmi^  t  **  J^ary  yotir  boy,  now  yoti  hftvd 
got  him  ;  or  when^I  come  I  will  bury  him,  and  some 
pf  his  relations  with  him/'w  This  menace  had  tb# 
desired  eflTect  and  Joas  was  privately  interred. 

Though  the  iqueen  shewed  great  dislike  to  Mr, 
Bruce's  attempting  his  intended  journey  at  such  a 
tirlcie,  yet  she  did  not  positively  commandithe  contra- 
ry ;  he  was  prepared,  ^ therefore  to  leave  Gondar  the 
27th  of  October  1770,  and  thought  to  gist  a  few  miles 
clear  of  the  town,  and  then  make  a  long. stretch  the 
mxi  day;  He  ftad  iraem^ed  liis  tjuadrattt^  HtBfe* 
keeper,  and  telescopes  from  .the  island  of  Mitrah*, 
where  he  had  |?laced  them  after  the  affair  of  Guebra 
Mehedm*  aftd  had  now  put  tMtn  m  the  very  be^ 
Otdetv  But,  about  twelve  o'clock  he /was  told  a 
njfissage  from  Ras  Michael  had  arrived  with  great 
news  from  Tigr^.  He  went  1  helmed iateiy  to  Kotcatti 
as  fast  as  be  ^m\d  gallop,  and  found  there  Girebra 
Christos,  a  man  used  to  bring  the  jars  of  bouza  to 
Ras  Michael  at  his  dinner  and  supper  :  low  men  are 
always  ewiployed  onMell  ^^rraftd^^hat  they  may  not^ 
from  their  consequence,    excite  a  desire  of  ven- 

f aance«    The  message  that  he  brought  was  to  ordar 
rea^  tfnd  bfeferid  IjIi^^^^^^    for  30,0CK)  imei*  w^ki  Wem 
coming  with  the  king,  as.he  had  just  decaniped  froiri 
before  the  mountain  Haramat,  which  he  had  taken,  * 
and  put  Za  Mensus  to  the  sword,  with  every  raaii  ifeat 
was  in  it ;  this  message  struck  the  queen  with  such  a  ' 
terror,  that  sbe  wa^  not  visible  the  whole  day. 
,^  Mr.  Bruce  had  end^at dated ^^t^^  hisdMcOHiW 
panion  Strates  to  accompany  him  on  this  attempt,  as 
he  had  done  on  the  former;  but  the  recoUectipn  of 
past  dangers  and  sufferings  was  not  baiiiiiN^ 
;  14,  tsi  M» 


S22  TRAlW  Jli  Aftir^klA; 

«     Mr,  Bme  leaves  #^j^ar4n4^  i»ii^M^ 

ftf«  BsiflEtTi  asking'  him  to  go  and  see  th© 

head  of  this  famous  river,  he  coarsely,  according*  to 
his  style,  answered.  Might  the  devil  fetch  him  if  ever 

sought  either  his  h^ftl  «t  Ish  tait  again. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  our  traveller  and  his  at* 
tendants  left  Gondar^  passed  the  river  Kahhaatthe 
fodt  tif  tfee  towti  r  trtd  titi  the  SC>flt  r^deh^fl  B^fta^ 
wjiere  Fasil  was  encamped. — They  found  Bamba  a 
collection  of  villages,  in  a  valley  novy  filled  with 
soldiers.  They  went  to  the  left  with  thdr  guide,  and 
goi  a  tolerable  house,  but  the  door  had  been  carried 
away.  FasiFs  tent  was  pitched  a  little  below  them, 
larger  than  the  others,  but  without  further  distinc- 
tion  :  it  was^  easily  known,  however,  by  the  lights 
.about  it,  and  by  the  nagareet,  which  still  continued 
beating  :  he  was  just  alighting  from  his  horse.  Mr. 
Bruce  imniMiately  He^^^  servant^  wbotti 

he  had  with  him,  to  present  his  compliments,  and 
acquaint  him  of  his  being  on  the  road  to  risit  him. 
He  fi<i#  thought  that  all  hi*  dtfilettltiM  w^ere  over ;  fbt 
he  knew  it  wa^  in  his  power  to  forward  him  to  his 
journey- s  en^  |  ?md  hiis  servants,  whom  he  saw  at  th^ 
palace  near  the  king,  wh«H  Fasil  was  invested  sKjth 
his  command,  had  assured  Mr.  Bro^ce  BOt  otoIy^<(fl^"S^ 
effectual  protection,  but  also  of  a  magnificetot  f$cr^^ 
tion,  if  he  chanced  to  find  him  in  Maitsha. 

It  was  now,  however,  near  eight  at  nigbt  of  the 
SOtb,  before  Mr.  Bruce  received  a  message  to  attend 
him.  He  repaired  immediately  to  his  tent  j  and,  after 
announcing  himself,  waited  about  aqtilM^il^'e^f^^^ 
before  it  was  admitted.  Fasil  was  sitting  upon  a 
cushion  with  a  lion's  skin  upon  it,  and  another 
stretched  like  a  carpet  b§fere  his  feet^  Bted  M4  a  cot- 
ton cloth,  something  like  a  dirty  towel,  wrapped 
about  his  bead.  His  upper  cjoak,  or  garment,  was 
di^awn  tight  t^mt  Mtti  •hit  ttfrcfe  an^  ihotilders, 
so  as  to  cover  his  hand.  Mr.  Bruce  bowed,  and  went 
forward  to  kiss  one  of  th^pci^  but  it  y/^s  so  en* 
tangled  in  the  doll^v       li#  Wl»  ^l^lig^d  to  kis»  t1^# 
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Cometmivon  Gf  FaslI  with  Mr.  Bruce. 

cloth  lAstei&d  tlje  fiarhid.  ^Isk  ^©nfr  mlh^t  i0t» 
not  expecting  he  should  pay  him  that  compliment, 
as  he  certainly  should  not  have  done,  being  one  of  th^ 
king's  servants,  if  the  king  had  been  at  Odtidfai^}  6ir 
else  it  was  intended  for  a  mark  of  disrespect,  whic{| 
was  very  much  of  a  piece  with  the  re$t  of  bis  beba^ 
tiour  afterwards;* 

There  was  m  carpet  or  cushion  in  the  tent,  and 
only  a  little  straw,  as  if  accidentally,  thrown  thinly 
about  it.  Mr*  Bruce  sat  down  upon  the  groundji 
thinking  him  sick,  not  kl^t^^iuf  What  ihi$  meant ; 
he  looked  steadfastly  at  our  traveller,  saying  softly, 
Endett  nawi  ?  bogo  nawi  ?  which^  in  Amharit;,  is,' 
How  do  fm  ii^  f  are  you  very  well  ?  Mr.  Bruce 
made  the  usual  answer,  Well,  thank  god."  He 
again  stopt,  as  for  our  traveller  to  speak  i  there  was 
Oiily  oAedld  man  present,  who  the  flooir 

mending  a  mule's  bridle.  He  t(^k  hiiii  at  iirst  for 
an  attendant  J  but,  observing  that  a  servant  uncovered 
held  a  candle  to  him,  he  thought  he  was  one  of  his 
Galla  ;  but  then  he  saw  a  blue  silk  thread,  which  he 
had  about  his  neck,  which  is  a  badge  of  Christianity 
all  over  Abyssinia,  and  which  a  Qalla  vvpuUi  not 

out ;  he  seemed  however,  to  be  a  vtry  fead  cobler, 
and  took  no  notice  of  them.  » 

Ay  to  Aylo%  s^ervant,  who  stood  tmhfnli  Mr.  Iffnreet 
pushed  him  with  his  knee,  as  a  sign  that  he  should 
i^peak,  which  he  accordingly  be^an  to  do  with  soine 
I  am  come/*  h^,  ^  by  yi^jat  ipii^iw 
taStlea  And  tike  klMtg^s  leave,  to  pay  my  respects  to  fm 
in  your  own  government,  begging  that  you  would 
fsivour  my  curiosity  so  far  as  to  sofler  me  to  see  thp 
country  of  the  Agows»,  and  the  source  of  the  Abay, 
or  Nile,  part.of  which  I  have  seen  in  Egypt.''  The 
source  of  the  Abay  exclaimed  he,  with  a  pretended 
surprise,  do  you  kuowf  what  you  are  saying  Why, 
it  is,  God  knows  where,  in  the  country  of  the  Qalia 
s»  wild,  terrible  people*  The  SQurce  of  t^je  Abay !  ^re 


you  raving"  repeated  he  again.  _  Are  you  to  get 
there,  do  you  think  in  a  twelvetlidfith,  or  more,  or 
when  Sir,'*  said  Mr.  Bruce,     the  king  told 

me  it  was  near  Sacala,  and  still  nearer  Geesh :  both 
villages^ftft^  Jtg^<*rs,  and  both  in  your  governmeht.'* 

And  so  you  know  Sacala  and  Geesh  ?"  said  he, 
whistling  and  half  angi;y.  I  can  repeat  the  names 
tlmt  1  Iteitr,*'  t^pllel  Bru^e,  *^an  Abyssittta 
knows  the  head  of  the  Nile." — Aye/'  said  he,  imi- 
tating Mr,  Bruce's  voice  and  manner,  ^*  but  all  Aby§- 
lflmlLW0ti*t  mr  you  there,  lhat  I  pfomise  you.**  **  tf 
ytm  are  resolved  to  the  contrary,"  answered  W:% 
Brai30,  they  will  not  j  I  wish  you  had  told  the  king 
^so  in  time*  then  I  sKduld  not  have  attempted  it ;  it 
was  relying  on  you  aloue  I  came  so  far»  cpfdfident,  if 
all  the  rest  of  Abyssinia  could  not  prcfteot  tneittr^Jpe, 
that  your  word  singly  could  do  it." 

Faml  now  put  on  a  look  of  mbi*fe  C0mplacefiey. 
"  Look  you,  Yagoube,"  said  he,  it  is  true  1  can  do 
it  ;  and  for  the  king's  ^ake, '  who  recomrnended  it  to 
me,^^  I  would  do  it ;  but  ABba  SalAma  ha*  leut  t<> 
me  to  desire^  me  not  to  let  you  pass  further.  He  says 
it  is  against  the  li^w  of  the  land  to  permit  Franks  [ike 
2^ou  go^bottt  tli6  country,  and  that  lie  has^reatti#^^ 
something  ill  will  befal  me  if  you  go  into  Maitsba* 
]VIr.  Bruce  wsis  so  much  irritated  as  bethought  it  pos- 
Sfblfefftf  him  to  ii^.  *»  So  so;*'  said  our  traveller,  "  the 
time  of  priests,  prophets,  and  dreamers,  is  coming  on 
again,"  I  understand  you,"  rejoined  Fasil,  laugh- 
injif  for  the  first  time,  I  care  as  little  for  priests  as 
Michael  does,  and  f«ir  |?ropbetstoo,  bdt  I  nsrould  have 
you  consider  the  men  (?f  this  country  are  not  like 
yours  J  a  boy  of  these  GHIa^  would  think  nothing  of 
Mlling  a  man  of  y^tiF  e^W<y^;  Yotl  #hiM  people 
a:re  all  effeminate  ;  you  are  like  so  many  women: 
ybu  are  nt>t  fit  for  going  into  a  jDrovince  where  all  is 

cfaclle." 

Mr.  Bruce  saw  he  intended  to  .provoke  hinj  j  and 

died 


at  which  the  latfer  is  greatly  irntated. 

died,  he  believes,  impradent  as  it  was,  if  he  had  not 
told  him  his  mind  in  reply.  "  Sir/*  said  our  traveller, 
I  have  passed  through  maiW  of  the  oiost  barbarous 
mtbiiii  ftt  liife  woHd";  S^^^^^^  tjr  th^rn,  e'^Geptitig'  this 
clan  of  yours,  have  some  great  men  among  them 
ti^bove  using  a  defenceless  stranger  ill.  But  the  worst 
ioii'esi  iiiimdttttts  awbng^'  the  tnost  untJiviltsseii 
people  never  treated  me  as  you  have  done  to  day  un- 
der your  own  roof,  whither  I  have  come  so  far  for  pro- 
tection." He  askedl  ^^"How  You  have  in  the 
first  place,''  said  Mr.  BrttC^^,  publicly  called  me 
Frank,  the  most  odious  name  in  this  country,  and 
sufficient  to  occasion  me  to  be  stoned  to  death,  with- 
^ItttftMh^riDi^^  by  any  set  mm  inhere ver  I 
may  present  myself.  By  Frank  you  mean  one  of  the 
Romish  religion,  to  which  my  nation  is  as  adverse  as 
yours  ;  and  again,  w^fthdttt  b^«%fg  fairer  s^6eii  atiy  tif 
my  countrymen  but  myself,  you  have  discovered  from 
that  specimen,  that  w^  are  all  cowards  aqd  eflfeminate 
people,  like,  ot  ih^ii^^i^f  yoar  boy$  attd  wmett. 
lioak  you,  Sir*  ^m  h&mt  hm^^i  I  g^ve  myself 
out  as  more  than  an  ordinary  man  in  my  PWP  couptry, 
far  less  to  be  a  pattern  of  ivhat  is  excellent  in  it.  I 
attl  iil^  toldii^^  though  I  know  enough  of  war  to  sfee 
yours  are  poor  proficients  in  that  trade.  But  there 
are  soldiers,  friends  and  countrymen  of  mme,  who 
wdtilcl  not  think  it  atitkiSttdn  ito  their  lives  to  vaunt  of, 
that  with  500  men  they  had  trampkd  all  ymt  m^^d 
savages  into  dust." 

<5a  thi^  Mstt  madea  ^  laugh,  artd^^medl 
^^ttii^f^to  lak«  his  freedom  amiss.  It  was,  doubtless, 
a  passionate  and  rash  speech,  As  to  myself,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Bnwe,  ^  anskiiled  in  war  as  1  am,  let  tiU 
but  be  armed  in  my  own  country  fashion  on  horse- 
back, as  I  was  yesterdav,  and  I  would,  withoutthink- 
ing  myself  overmatched,  fight  the  two  best  horsemen 
you  shall  choose  from  thiVytmr  of  famous  men, 
who  are  warriors  from  their  cradle  ;  and  if,  when  the 
king  arrives,  you  are  not  returned  to  your  duty,  and 


we  meet  again»  as  we  did  at  Lamjour,  I  will  pledge 
jnyselfj^  with  his  permission^  to  pnt  jqix  mind  of 
tliiSi  prottifefe/ •    Thk  (ftid-  mt  ttime  tiiitigs  1bet£^. 

Faril  repeated  the  word  duty  after  him  and  woald 
have  replied,  but  Mr.  Brijcip'?  nose  burst  out  ia  ^ 
istt^am  of  blood  j  atid,  itistant,  Aylo^^  serr^tet 
took  hold  of  Mr.  Bruce  by  the  shoalder  to  hurry  hiiji 
out  of  the  tent.  Fasil  seemed  to  be  a  good  dea.1  coa* 
cerned,  for  the  blood  streamed  copiously  ;  our  tra- 
Tis^ller  then  returned  to  his  tent,  and  the  blood.  wa$ 
soon  staunched  by  washing  his  face  with  cold  water. 
He  sat  down,  to  recollect  himself  ;  and  the  more  be 
^alriied^  the  more  he  wftt  ^i^ti^#d  at  btmg  put 
off  his  guard ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  the 
provacation  without  having  proved  it  j  Mr.  3rpce 
.  felt  fetit  im  ohm  h(irW  tiifa^^^^ 
soil  increases  by  absence  from  it ;  and  how  jealous  we 
are  of  comparisons  made  to  the  disadvantage  of 
countrymen  by  people  wlio,  all  proper  aIlQw^nC0$ 
Tbeing  made,  are  generally  not  th^i'^qillJss.  wb^^^^^ 
•would  boast  themselves  their  superiors. 

Mr.  Bruce  went  to  bed,  and  falling  into  a  sound 
sleep,  was  waked  near  mid-night  by  two  of  Fasir« 
servants^  who  brought  each  of  them  a  lean  live  sheep. 
They  said  they  had  brought  the  sheep  and  were  come 

ask  how  Mr.  Bruce  was,  ^nd  to  *tay  all  night  to 
watch  the  house  for  fear  of  the  thieves  in  the  army  ; 
they  likewise  brought  their  master's  order  for  him  to 
mtm  eftf ty  in  the  ffiotiiiiig  to  bim,  m  he  wanted 
dispatch  him  on  his  journey  before  he  gave  the  Galla 
liberty  to  return.  This  dispelled  the  doubts  which 
FetffS  eondtttJtfelld  rais€^d!tbat  heshonld  ever  be  able 
to  accomplish  his  undertaking,  but  it  raised  his  spirits 
so  much,  tii^it^  out  of  impatiencr^  ierraornittg,  b©  dept 
very  bttfe  mme  thit  night.  ^ 

Fasjl,  having  sent  for  Mr.  Bruce  the  next  morninf  , 
inyited  him  to  partake  of  a  great  breakfast  j  honey 
botWr,  and  r»w  beef  in  abundance,  as  also  jsome 
«tiw^4isfa«*  l^^m  1?^  fao4    H©^  was  very 

hungry^ 
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fluekice  of  a  present,  (ttesemed  by  Mr.  Bruce. 


hcmgry,  i having'  tasted  nothing  sitiee  diiir>ef  the  day 
before  ;  rand  he  had  had  mnch  exercise  of  body  as 
well  as  of  mind.    Mr^  Bruce  at  last  thus  addressed 

seen  you,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  till  now  to  make 
you  the*  acknowledgment  it  is  common  for  stranger«^ 
to  prment  ^hm^i^  visit  great  t!*6tt  iti  t^eir  own 
country,  and  a'sds  favours  of  them.''  Mr.  Bruce  thea 
took  a  napkin,  and  opened  it  bdfore  him  :  he  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  iWfe  pi;esent  altogether ;  but  from 
that  moment  he  saw  his  countenance  changed>6e#t$ 
like  another  man.  O  YagouUe,"  said  he,  **a  pre- 
sent to  me !  you  sboald  be  sensible  that  it  is  perfectly 
*^«^ess  ;  31^11  Wer^  r^^  t^^ie  by  the  king 

and  the  Ras  ;  you  kvi^w  we  are  friends,  and  f  would 
do  twenty  times  as  ixiuch  for  yourself,  without  re- 
commeiidi^  betldigs^  I  have  not  be- 

haved to  you  like  a  ^^reat  man."  ^ 

It  was  nojt  a  yery  hard  thing  to  eonqner  thes^escra- 
ples  ;  he  t&dk  ilife  ii*eral  pieces  of  the  present  one  by 
one  in  his  hands^  and  examined  them..  He  then 
shoved  them  from  him  ka^hing,  and  said,  I  will 
not  take  them,  from  you,  Yagoube  ;  this  is  downright 
robbery  ;  I  bavedone  ttothingforthis,  which  isa^fegfent 
for  a  king.'' — It  is  a  present  to  a  friend,'*  ref^ied  Mr. 
Broce^  often  of » more  consequence  to  a  stranger' 
liiati  a^^  l^^^  I  ^  always  except  your  kidgj  wfid  isa 
stranger's  best  friend." — Thowgh  he  was  so  easily 
diswMerted^  he  seemed  at  this  time  to  be  very 'nearly 
m.  tf  you  ^**ft  m  rec^M  theto/'  contintied 
Bruce,  such  as  they  are  offered,  it  is  the  greate^ 
affront  that  ever  was  put  upon  me  ;  I  c?in  never^  yott 
know,  receive  them  again,*^ 

By  this  he  was  convinced.  Moi^  iibeble  argument* 
would  indeed  have  satisfied  him,  and  he  folded  up  ' 
the  napkin  with  ail  the  articles,  and  gave  them  to  an 
i^Mfllcer  ;  after  which  the  tent  was  ag  tin  cleared  for 
^lisultation  ;  and,  during  this  time,  be  had  called  his 
nian  of  confidence,  whom  h^  was  to  send  with  us^ 


and  instructed  him  properly.  Mi*.  Bruce  plainly  saw 
that  he  had  gained  the  a^^cendant ;  and  that  in  theex* 

Sectation  of  Ra>;  Michael's  speedil;^  e0|$iing  to;6on- 
ai?^  Fasil  was  as  willing  to  be  on  his  Jowm^y^^e^lSfe 
way,  as  he  himself  was  the  other. 

it  was  about  one  o'clock  or  after  it,  when  Mr« 
Brttce  #fis  ttgirtT*  lulMtt^  ;  he  received  him 

with  great  complacency^  and  would  have  had  him  sit 
down  on  the  same  cushion  with  himself,  which  he  de- 
dimd.  i%ii^ndTP«t^  gai#he,  t  mWi  tattily 
sorry  that  you  did  not  meet  me  at  Bur^  before  I  set 
out ;  tliere  I  could  have  recieiyed  you  as  I  ought  j  hot 
J  MYe  hti^  tdrii(i!^t^  with  k  malttiy  ^s  dfM 
people,  who  have  turned  ttiy^head,  and  whom  I  am 
aaw  about  to  disttriss.  I  go  to  Goqdar  in  peace,  and 
t-okeep  peace  there,  for  the  king  on  this  side  the  Ta- 
cazze  has  no  other  friends  .than^ine  ;i  Powussen  and 
Gusho  are  both  traitors,  and  so  Ras  Michael  knows 
them  to  be,  I  have  nothing  to  return  you  for.the  pre- 
Sfiftt  ym  have  given  me,  for  I  did  hot  expect  to  meet 
a  man  like  you  here  in  the  fields ;  but  you  will  quickly 
be  back  ;  we  shall  me^t  on  better  t^rms  at  .Goudar  ; 
ttfe  todt^f  the  Wile  is  i^mt  tkM  f  k^ommm^ 
express  will  arrive  there  in  a  day.  I  have  given  you 
^  good  man,  well  known  in  this  country  tp  be  nay 
Sfei'vatot  J  h^^  will  go  to  Geesh  with  you,  and  tetuifii 
you  to  a  friend  of  Ay  to  Aylo's  and  min?^,  Shallaka 
Welled  Amlac :  he  has  the  dangerous  part  of  th^ 
country  wholly  in  his  hands,  and  will'  qarry  you 
tct  Gondar  j  my  wife  is  at  pretent  in  his  house  :  fear 
nothing,  I  shall  answer  for  yoiir  safety  ;  When  will 
you  set  out  ?  to-morrow  ?"  - 

Mr.  Bruce  replied,  with  "many  thanks  for  his  kind- 
ness, that  he  wished  to  proceed  immediately,  and  that 
his  servants  were  already,  far  olF,  on  the  way. — Fasil 
fjhen  $d;ii  t0  Bruce,  throw  off  theism  etuth^i 
they  are  not  decent;  I  must  give  you  new  ones,  you 
are  my  vassal.  The  king  granted  you  Geesh|  whither 
jea  are  going,  atti  I  ^iiiiil  invest  you/^  Jj^^^umber 

of 


MnlBrucOe  pui  in  possession  of  the  Agow  Geesli. 

Fasil's  servgmts  then  hiim^dlbiin  out;t)QV  ttm^Um 
presently  threw  off  his  trovvsers/  and  bis  two^upper 
garments,  and  remained  in  his  waistcoat  j  €hese  were 
presently  replaced  by  iieW  otiesi^  Bi^d  h^^^m  hirovtigbt 
back  in  ji  minute  toFasil's  tent,  with  only  a  fine  loose 
muslin  under  garment  or .  cloth  round  him ,  which 
t6^Mie€  td'  Ms  ifecrt,  ISpm  Im  coming  back  to  the 
tent,  Fasil  took  off  the  one  that  he  had  put  on  him 
self  new  in  the  oioruingi  and  put  it  about  Mr.  Bruce's 
shoulder  with  his  oWh  hand,  hiS  sefvafits  thmwirig^ 
another  immediately  over  him,  saying  at  the  Mj^^ 
time  to  the  people,  "  Bear  witness,  I  give  to  you, 
Yagoube,  the  Agow*  Geesh,  as  fully  and  freely  as  the 
king  has  given  it  me.''  Mr,  Bruce  bowed  and  kissed 
his  hand,  as  is  customary  for  feudatQW^  aliji he. theft 
pointed  to  him  to  sit  down.      .  . 

^«  wMt  I  say  to  you/'  cdhtftto^^  iP&sif,  f 

think  it  right  for  you  to  make  the  best  of  your  way 
now^t  for  you  will  be  the  sooner  back  at  Gondar,  You 
need  at)**  be  akmefl  at  the  wild  people  wht)  are  going 
after  you,  though  it  is  better  to  meet  them  caming 
this  way,  than  when  th^y  are  going  to  their  homes ; 
they  are  commanded  by  Welleta  Yasous  j  vvho  is  your 
friend,  and  is  very  grateful  for  the  mediciiteir 
sent  him  at  Gondar  :  he  has  not  been  able  to  see  you, 
being  so  much  busied  with  those  wild  people ;  but  he 
loves  you^and  will  take  care  bfydu^  alia  you  must  give 
me  more  of  that  physic  when-  we  meet  at  Gondar.'*^ 
Mr.  Bruce  bowed,  and  he  continued, — "  Hear  me 
whfti  t  say  ;  you  See  those  seven  people,"  (our  tra« 
veller  never,  beheld  more  thief-like  fellows  in  his  life), 
—•these  are  all  leaders  and  chiefs  of  the  Galla--T-> 
savages  if  you  f^lense ;  they  km  air  your  brethren. 
ITott  Biay  go  thro«gb|^their  .country  as  ifit  wer^  your 
own,  withoiit  a  man  hurting  you:  you  will  be  ^pon 
related  to  them  all ;  for  it  is  their  custom  that  a  Sttan^i 
ger  of  distinction,  like  you,  when  he  is  their  guejst, 
sleeps  with  the  sister,  daughter,  or  near  relation  of 
the  priijclpal  men  among  Iheuk    I  dare  say  you  will 


The  character  of  the  Gaila. 


not  think  the  Customs  of  the  Gaila  contain  greater 
hardships  than  those  of  Amhara,"  He  then  jabbereij 
something  to  them  in  Gaila,  which  Mr.  Bruce  did 
not  itnder^Bd.  Thef  all  answeredCbj  the  wild^Bit 
howl  he  ever  heard,  and  struck  tb#m^Mfes  i]|>oa  tbe 
breast  apparently  assenting. 

Wll^^i^^  (cohtiniied  Fasil,)  cath^fp^ 

the  battle  of  Fagitta,  the  eyes  of  forty  four,  brethren 
ftiid  relations  of  these  people  present,  were  pulled  out 
at  Ooudar,  the  day  la^ffrfef  le  arrived,  and  they  w^fB 
exposed  japon  the  biwik^  of  the  river  Angrab  to  starve, 
where  most  of  them  were  devoured  by  the  hyaenas  ; 
you  took  three  of  them  up  to  youT  house  j  nourished, 
isfothed^  protected,  and  kindly  treated  them."  They 
^te  no  w  in  health,"  said  Mr.  Bruce,  and  want  no- 
thing  :  the  Itegh6»  will  deliver  them  to  you*  The 
only  other  thing'  I  Mve  dmife  lo  thena  was^  t  got 
them  baptized  :  I  do  not  know  if  that  will  displeasre 
them  J  I  did  it  as  an  additional  protection  to  them, 
m4  to  giv#  tfe^teafitifefbth^^m^^  of  the  people 
of  Gt)ndar."  As  or  that,"  said  Fasil,  they  don't 
care  the  least  about  baptism  j  it  will  ,neither  do  thetit  - 
good  iior  harm  3  they  don't  trouble  themselves  aboul 
these  matters ;  give  them  meat  and  drink, 
will  be  very  welcome  to  baptize  them  all  from  morn- 
ing to  night  J  after  such  good  care  these  Galla  are  all 
your  brethren  ;  they  will  die  before  they  see  you  hurl." 
He  then  said  something  to  them  in  Galla  again,  and 
they  all  gave  another  assent,  and  made  a  shew  of  kisS-f 
ing  our  travellw^s  *  r 

They  sat  down  ;  but,  as  Mr.  Bruce  declares,  if  they 
^tertained  any  good- will  to  him,  it  was  not  discerni- 
fele  in  thfelrc^  this,"  conttntied 

Fasil,  "  you  were  very  kind  and  courteous  to  my  ser- 
ifants  while  at  Gondar,  and  said  many  favourable 
thdngs  of  tafe^  before  thie  king  ;  you  setit  me  a  present 
afeo  J  and  above  all,  Vvhen  Joas  ray  master's  body 
#as  dug  up  from  the  chtirch-yard  of  St.  Raphael,  and 
irft  Gotidar  were  afrai^d  to*  shew  it  t\m  leit^  respect^ 

dreadi^ng 
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Mr.  Bruce  ttjaift^Hljri4w>l^^id|:^#^ 

dreading  the  vengeams«  oF-|tas  Michael,  you,  a  ^r^ti^ 
ger,  who  had  never  $eeft  biiBi .  nor  received  beoefit 
from  him,  at  your  own  expense  paid  that  attention 
4o  his  remains,  which  would  have  better  become 
many  at  Gondar,  and  me  in  particular,  had  I  beigtl 
within  reach,  or  had  intelligence  of  the  matter;  now, 
before  all  these  men,  ask  me  any  thing  you  have  at 
^^^rl  t  ^hd^  be  it  what  it  may,  they  fenw  I  eaflndt 
deny  it  you/'  He  delivered  this  in  a  tone  and  grace- 
fulness of  manner,  superior^  Mr,  Bruce  thought,  to 
any  thing  he  had  eti^i*  b^forle  kB^^  allliough  the 
Abyssinians  are  all  orators,  as,  indeed,  are  most  bar- 
barians. '*:Why  then,"  said  Mr.  Bruce,  by  all 
those  obligations  you  are  pleased  to  Btention,  of  S^hidll 
^roti  have  tDade  a  recital  so  truly  hoi^id^arable  to  tii^j  1 
ask  you  the  greatest  favour  th&t  man  can  bestow  tipdil 
me — send  me,  as  conveniently  as  possible,  to  the  heftd 
of  lhe  Nile,  and  return  me  and  my  attendants  itt 
safety,  after  having  dispatched  me  quickly,  and  put 
under  no  constraint  that  may  prevent  me  from  fi^a^ 
tisfying  my  eiii^iolffcjr  fft.my  own  way/'  '^^  Thk,^^^ 
plied  he,  is  no  request,  1  have  granted  it  already  ; 
besides,  I  owe  it  to  the  commands  of  the  king^  whose 
servant  I  am.  Since,  however,  you  tmw  it  so  tiiuc^^^ 
ftf  fae#rt,  go  in  peaoe,  I  will' providie  ybu  with  ail 
necessaries.  If  I  am  alive  and  governor  of  Damot,^ 
as^you  are,  we  all  know,  a  prudent  and  sensible  man,  ^ 
m^ettled  as  the  state  of  ^the  ciE^Qfe«ry->ii,  JBrc*hi*i|f  dis- 
agreeable can  befal  you," 

He  thea  turned  again  to  his  $even  chiefs,  who  all 
fosfe,  hiaisaS^  MK'^BieIIi^  md  hfe  eompamons j  they 
all  stood  round  in  a  circle,  and  raised  the  palm  of 
kheir^hands,. while  he  and  his  Galla  together  repeated 
4  pr^|#f4ife6at  ii  ffiititrtelbttg,^  ©tilavsftfeiftiifitgly 
"wifhff^ai  4i^4>tion.  ^*Now,'*  said  Fasil,  '\go  in^ 
peace,  you  are  a  iGalla  ;  this  is  a  curse  upon  them, 
and  thair>children,  their  corn,  grass,  and  cattle, ' if 
ft^fir  liiey  lift  their  hand  against  you  or  yours,  or  do 
il&i.d^ead  yoA  to  the  utmost/^  if  attacl^ed^by  others 
-  2  T  2  m 
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Singular  construction  of  the  houses  in  Maitsba. 

or  endeavour  to  defeat  any  design  they  mayjhear  is 
intended  against  you.'*  Upon  this,  Mr.  Bruce  offered 
to  km  his  hand  before  he  took  his  leaye^,  and  thp^ 
ail  went  to  the  door  of  the  tent,  where  tfiere 
very  handsome  grey  horse  bridled  and  saddl^^ 
"  Take  this  horse,"  said  Fasil,  as  a  present  from 
me  J  it  is  H6i  so  good  as  your  own,  but  depend  upon 
,  it,  it  is  the  hor^  f^l^eltl  rode  upon  yesterday,  wheit 
I  came  here  to  encamp  ;  but  do  not  mount  it  your- 
self, drive  it  before  you  saddled  and  bridled  as  it  is  ; 
no  man  of  Maitsha  will  touch  you  when  he  sees  that 
horse  :  it  is  the  people  of  Maitsha,  whose  houses  Mi- 
chael has  burnt,  that  you  have  to  fear,»  and  not  vour 

Mr.  Bruce  then  took  the  most  humble  and  res|ie0t« 
ful  leave  of  him  possible,  and  also  of  his  newly  ac- 
quireii  brethren  the  <&iiila,  praying  irtwatdly  he  might 
never  see  them  agairt,  Mn^  Bruce  then  turning  to 
Fasil,  according  to  the  custorti  of  the  country  to  su-^ 
periors,  9.jsk«4  biw  leave  to  mount  on  horseback  be- 
fore him^^ltfti  W«S*peedily  out  of  sight.    .  * 

Having  passed  several  little  villages,  and  been  over- 
taken on  the  way  by  Strates,  his  old  attendant,  who 
had  repented  of  his  former  resolution,^uf  trftls^elW,  S 
length,  entered  the  flat  country  of  Maitsha.  The 
houses  of  Maitsha  are  of  a  very  singular  construction  i 
tfa^  fimt  proprieldf  ha*  a r^i^Id^  which  he  divides  int6; 
three  or  four,  as  *he  pleases,  (suppose  four)  by  two" 
hedges,  made  of  the  thorny  .branches  of  the  acacia- 
ttee.  Iritheieornef,  bir  intersection,  of  the  two  hedges, 
he  begins  his  low  hut,  and  occupies  as  much  of  thi 
angle  as  he  pleases.    Three  other  brothers,  perhaps, 
occupy  each  of  the  three  other  angles  ;  behind  these 
their  children  place  their  houses^  and  enclose  the €ttd* 
of  their  father's  by  anpther,  which  they  make  gene- 
rally shorter  than  the  first,  because  broader.  After 
tbiy  have  raised  as  many  hou^^S  as  tlle'y  pl^^     they.  r 
surround  the  whole  with  a  thick  and  almost  impenetra- 
ble abbatis,.  or  thorny  hedge,  and  all  the  family  ara^ 
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tiiicter  one  roof  ready  to  timmt  oMiai^dh  tlife^pk 
alarm  ;  for  they  have  nothing*  to  do  but  every  ma^i  to 
look  out  at  his  own  door,  and  they  are  close  in  a  body 
together,  feciiig  every  poirit  that  danger  can  possibly 
GOme  fronn.  -  v 


Such  Js/their  terror  of  the  small  pox,  which  comes 
here  seldottl  tnrdre  frequently  than  once  in  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ;  that  when  one -of  these  houses  is  tainted 
with  the  disease,  their  neighbours,  Who  know  it  will 
infect  the  whole  cMony,  surround  it  in  the  night,  and 
set  fire  to  i*,  feltfch  is  consumedrift^a^  minute,  '^whilst 
the  iUnfprtunate/people  belonging  to  it  (who  would 
endeavour  to  .esca|>fe)  are  unmercifully  tnrust  back 
with  lances  and  *  forks  itito,  the  flames  by  the  hands  of 
their  own  neighbours  and:  relations,  without  an^  i|>^ 
stance.bf  one-  ever  .being.  sutfeJped  to  survive.  This 
to  us  Willi  appear,  a.  barbarity  scarcely  credible  :  it 
^einld.  be  quite  otherwise  if  we  saw  the  situation  of  the 
country^  uixder,  that  dreadful  visitation — the  small* 
pox  ;  the  plague  has  nothing  in  it  so  terrible.  'I 

On  vthe  second  of  November,  they  pursued  their 
jqiirneyl  ia  a  direction  southward,  and  passed  the 
church >ot  BoskouiAbbo :  ever  memorable  to  them, 
as  beingthfe  sttiffoh  dfPagit  in  when  he  intend- 
ed to  cut  them  off  after  their  passage  to  the  Nile. 

They  next  parsed  the  small  river  Aroossi,  whiph 
either  gives «its  nantte  to,  or  ra^eiyes  it^from,  the  dis- 
trict through  which  it  passes  }  it  falls  into  the  Nile 
about  Jour  miles  below  :  is  a  clear,  small,  brisk 
stream  ;^  its  banks  covered  with  verdure  not  to  be 
described.  tup. 

All  the  little  territory  of  Aroossi  is  by  much  the 
mo^t  pleasant  that  our  travellers  had  sj^en  in  Abyssi-* 
ijk  r,|)e#ia|ps  ili^^^  to  any  thing  ihe^st  estn  prd^- 
duce  :  the  whole  is  finely  shaded  with  acacia  trees, 
wjljiahj  in  the  sultry  parts  of  Africa,  produce  the  gum- 
W^^^^  i^^^^^^^^^^^  grow  seldom  abovfe^ftfteen  or 
9tXt$€n*feet  high,  then  flatten  and  spread  wide  at  the 
top  and  touch  each  .otber»  while  the^trunM  ^re  far 

»ol  7  "  asunder 


Account  of  the, great  river  Assaf  md 

asunder,  and  under  a  vertical  sun,  leave  you,  many 
railes  together,  i»,  fi^ee  jsgnce  to  walk  in  a  cool  delU 
cious  shade.  —  ^   ?    r       ;  ^ ' 

Th\B  country  Is  ^fe*ed  by  small  streamy*  The 
Assar  i^i  the  largest  river  they  had  seen. except  the 
Kile  :  it  was  about  170  yards,  broad  and  two  feet 
4eep,  running  ovm*'ai  bed  of  large  Mtoa^ 
generally  through  a  flat  and  level  country,  it  is  .very 
3*apid,  and  after  much  rai^i  scarcely  passafble,  mowing 
to  the  height  of  its  source-in  the  mtot*ift;a!ft^  ^i^^ 
Jkg0Wl,  '  Immediajtely  below^  the  ford  of  the  Assar 
IS  a  magnificent  cascadel  or  cataract.  Mr.  Bruce 
computed  the  perpendicularheight  of  thefall  at  above 
£0  feety  Und  the  breadth  of  the  stream  rat  sxwiethkg 
more  thau  80  ;  butit  is  so  closely  covered  with  trees  or 
bushes,  and  tlie  groimd  so  uneven,  that  it  needs  great 

The  stream  covers  the  rock  without  leaving  any  part 
visible,  and  the  whole,  river  falls  uninteFrupted  down 
with iniMiiedible  violence^^^. >^  t*^^  ^ 

After  passing  the  As^ar^  and  several miili^g^,  tbi@yr 
had  for  the  first  time  a  distinct  view  of  the  ih%h 
xnouiitain  of  Geesh,  the  long  wished  for  end  of  their 
dangerous  and  troubl^ome  journey.  Under  this 
mountain  are  the  fountains  of  the  Nile  ;  it  bore  S.  E. 
by  S.  about  thirty  miles,  as  near  as;coald  be  con- 
jectured^ m  straight  line,  without  eoHntlng^e^ 
viations  or  crookedness  of  the  road. 

On  the  Sd^  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^  t^i-ey 
e^tiike  to  tie  MMks  <>f  the  liie 
diflScult  and  dangerous,  the  bottom  being  fiul^lb^as 
m^de  by  considerable  springs^  light  sinking  sand, 
amd,  <at  very  little  distance,  large  trocky  stones ;  the 
eastern  side  was  miB^dy  and  full  of  pits,  the  ground 
of  claiy  ;  the  Nile  here  i&  about  260  feet  broad,  ai^: 
very  rapid  j  its  depth  about  four  feet  m  the  middle  o# 
the  river,  md  the  sides  not  above  two*^^^  bmthtk 
are  qf  a  very  gentle  easy^  descent;  thi?"  western  side 
i§  cMeflyf  oraam^ed  with  high^  tr^es  of  the  salix,  ipr 
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^Jl&  ti!#^i$^|ii)^#ji^.^  STile  described. 

«2tosr  tribe,  g^rowing  Htraight,  wHhout  joints  or 
knots,  and  bearing*  long  pointed  pods  full  of  a  kin«df 
of  cotton.  This  tree  is  called^  in  their  laagxktkge^ 
Ifa  J  the  use  they  have  for  it  is  to  tnake  iifltfcoal  for 
the  composition  of  gun-powder.  On  the  eastern  fiid^i 
the  banks,  to  a  considerable  disfance^  are  covered 
withvbl^ck,  darfcv  #ftJk  g^^ttff^  craggy 
pointed  rocks,  overs-haded  with^jKi^  il)^^  t^l^^ 
trees  going  to  decay  with  ag'e. 

pr.  Brace,  when  he  attempted  to  pass  the  NHe, 
pleased  to  find  that  the  Ago ws,  wno  itibabited  its 
banks,  in  this  place,  still  venerate  the  divinity  of  that 
river.  They  would  not  suffer  him  and  his  party  to 
ride  across  the  stream  on  their  mules  ;  they  even  itt-» 
sisted  t^at  they  should  take  off  their  shdes ;  and  threat-^ 
ened  to  stone  those  who  attempted  to  wash  the  dirt 
frato  #jSir  #lieiaks  and  tmm^n  m  tb&  i^t^eaii^i 

.Our  travellers  having^  passed  the  Nilej  arrived  at 
the  village  of  Goutto,  and  took  up  their  lodgings  ia 
the  house  of  a  considerable  persph,  i*M  had*  ab&ti^ 
doned  it  upon  their  approach,  thinking  them  part 
of  Fasil's  army,  "i  Though  this  habitation  Was  of  use 
in  protecting  them  from  the  poor,  yet  it  hurt  them  by 
alarming,  and  so  depriving  l^iOl  of  the  assistance  of 
the  opulent,  such  as  the  presBM  ownor^  who  if  he 
had  known  they  were  strangei'S  froai  Gondar,  would 
have  willingly  staid  andenterlaimed  theto,  b^^irg^to* 
lalvon  aind  firi^nd  of  Shalaka  Welled  Amlac, 

As  thej  heard  distinctly  the  noise  of  the  cataract, 
aiid  Iwd  still  a  Ml.hdiir^ftd^  Mr.  Brdee 

deter miwed  to  visit  the  water-fall,  lest  he  should  be 
tifiereby  detained  the  hex!  morning.  After  ridiO|; 
through  a  plain  hard  eottAtry,  in  some  ,  parts  t&tf 
stony  and  thick-eorered  with  tree*,  in  somethit^ 
nHire than,  half  an  hour's  easy  g^alloping  all  the  way, 
they  came  straight  to  the  cata^ract,  conducted  by  the' 
noise  of  the  fall.  t 

This,  known  fey  the  name  df  the  j'irst  Cataract  of 
the  IKilei  did  not  by  its  AppearaEAtSe  come  opto  the 
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idea  they  had  formed  of  it,  being*  scarcely  fifteen  feet 
in  height,  and  ubjout  sixty  yards  oyer  j  but  in  many 
places  the  ^he^tbf  Wsrt^^^^iMlefrti^^ 
intervals  of  rock.  The  sides  are  neither  so  woody  nor 
verdant  as  those  of  the  cataract  of  the  Assar  ;  and  it 
ifc%  in  every  shape  less  magnificent,  or  deserving  to  be 
i&een,.  tl)an  is.  the  noble  :cataract  at  AUata  before  de- 
scribed, erroneously  called  the  Second  Cataract*  Mr.. 
Bruce,  having  satisfied  his. curiosity  at  this  ^^ttaract, 
galloped  back  ili^ri^^me  road  that  he  had  come, 
without  having^  Mm  *  single.  ||#f|fc?il  ^ittce  he  Ifft 
Goutto.  .  r     -."  ^ 

.  Stratefe  had  refttsed  to  %iimmpmf  *lln  Bruce  to 
the  cataract,  having,  so  violent  an  appetite  that  he 
could  not  abandon  a  cow  which  w^asjust  goin^  to  be 
killed  for  tlie  party.  At  night  it  wa^  ni^  ttrrti  to 
watch.  After  our  traveller  had  retired  to  rest  in  a 
hovel  like  a  hog-sty,  near  the  place  where  his  attend- 
ants were  sitting,  he  heard  a  warm  dispute  amojig 
them,  and,  on  enquiry,  found  that  Strates  was  cookittg 
steaks  on  a  gridiron  to  regale  himself,  while  the  rest 
were  sleeping  :  these  on  the  other  hand  were  resolved 
to  play  him  a  tricky  to  punish  his  gluttony.  When 
the  steaks  were  spread  upon  the  gridiron,  Woldo,  the ; 
guide  given  to  Mr.  Bruce  by  Fasil,  undertook  to  pour 
gdtofe  In^NanBt  w  isand  through  the  hole  in  the  roof 
which  served  for  a  chimney  ;  and  this  he  had  done 
with  success  as  often  as  Strates  went  from  the  fire. 
Not  content,  howevqr,  with  this  position,  but  desit'oiut 
to  do  the  business  more  effectually,  he  attempted  to 
change  his  place  upon  the  roof,  thinking  it  alfec^ually 
strong  to  bear  Hto.  In  ihk  jhowever,  he  was  tnig- 
taken  ;  the  part  to  which  he  removed  gave  way,  and 
down  he  came  upon  the  floor,  bringing  half  the  roof 
and  part  of  the  wall,  with  a  prodigious  dust^'  into  the 
fire.  The  surprise  and  sight  of  his  own  danger  made 
Waldo  repeat  some  ejaculation  to  himself  in  Galla. 
The  servants,  who  were  waiting  the  success  of  the 
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Tlie  mouniaina  &Hht  Moon. 

rwho  thousfht  that  the  whole  army  of  wild  Galla  lisid 
surround^ct  iioiTiievfe^  upon  his  face,  calling  out 
— **  Spare  me!  spare  me!"  Mr.  Bruce  Was  roused 
from  a  profound  sleep  by  the  noise  and  cries  of 
0a^ila !  I^alte !  He  slarteil  up^  and  seizing  a  loaded 
musket,  ran  to  the  door,  where  he  found  Woldo  un- 
armed, examming  his  hurts  or  burns.  A  iaugh  from 
^ttidiait  led  hM  to  suppose  what  wa^  tM  iirattefi  *fid 
he  was  soon  fully  satisfied  by  the  figure  which  Strates 
and  WpI4p  made^  covered  with  ^irt  and  (iui«t  from 
the  rodft  i&ttf  iMU  ihey  WMk  ^[^^f^^^k^ik 
selves  with  this  foolish  trick;  thi^lltffieh  ^hieb 
fallen  upon  the  fire  began  to  flame,  and  it  was  with 
great  difi[iculty  extinguished,  otherwise  the  whole 
viltoge  niight  have  been  burned  ijown* 

On  the  3d  of  'November^  at  ei^ht  o^clock  in  the 
morning,  they  left  the  village  of  Goutto,  and  conti- 
nmd^  TOt^  tlhe  fiM  pkrl  6f  the  4^fi  throng  h  a  plain 
country  full  of  acacia  trees.  They  continued  their 
journey  from  thencef  and  at  length  arrived  at  a  tri- 
ple rklge^  df  iiri6itnf^iii«  dispofsed  o^^^  behind  the 
other,  nearly  in  form  of  three  concentric  circles,  wliieli 
seem  to  suggest  ah  idea,  that  they  are  the  Mountains 
of  the  Moon,  or  the  Montes  Lunte  of  antiquity,  at  the 
hmM  ^MSi  the  Nile  was  iirid  rise  ;  in  fact,  tbfel^ 
are  no  others.  These  mountains  are  all  of  th^m  ex- 
cellent soil,  and  every  where  covered  with  fine  pas-^ 
tare ;  fetit  ftt  thi^  aii%^ti«t^  isdohtsry  h^d  %b%ti  fbt 
ages  the  theatre  of  war,  the  inhabitants  have  only 
plowed  and  sown  the  toj^  of  tliemi,  out  of  the  reach 
of  i^iiteftifie*  dr  ntiarehttif  ttfiiilfesf;  On  the  MMdfe  x>f 
the  mountains  are  villages  built  of  a  white  s6rt  of  grass, 
which  makes  them  conspicKOiis  at  a  gre^t  distance  } 
the  hottdtii  i^all  grass,  where  their  ca^tlt  feed  con- 
tinually ^djer  their  eyej  theses  Uj^Qn  myf  alarm, 
they  drive  it|i  tm  the  top  of  th0  mountains  out  of 
danger. 

On  the  4th  they  had  to  ascend  a  mountain,  from 
the  summit  of  which  they  had  a  distinct  vi&w  of  great 
15.  2  u  ' .  part 
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The  travellers  come  in  sight  of  that  part  of  the  {■^'U^i. 

jmrt  df  tfee  territory  of  Sacal^,  the  inountatn  Geesh, 
and  church  of  St.  Michael  Geesh,  about  a  mile  and* 
a  half  distant  from  St.  Michael  Sacala,  where  they 
fiielTr  we^re.  Thc^y  saw,  immediately  beloW  them,  the 
Nile  . itself,  strangely  diminished  in  sizse,  and  now 
only  a  brook.  th?it  had  scarcely  water  to  turn  a  mill. 
Mr.  Bruce  could. not  satiate  himself  with  the  sight, 
revolving  in  his-  mind  all  those  classical  prophecies 
that  had  given  the  Nile  up  to  perpetual  obscurity  and 
concealment.  From  thi^  delightful  reverie  he  was 
awakened  by  an  alarm  that  they  had  \€^t  Woldo  their 
guide.  Though  Mr.  Bruce  had  long  expected  some- 
thing from  his  behaviour^  he  did  not  think,  for  his 
dwh  i^iafeie^  it  edafti  W  intfeftthm  td  feave  them. 
Various  conjectures  immediately  followed;  some 
thought  \ip  h9d  resolved  to  betray  ar)d  rob  tb^m ; 
^t(i^;  #0ii|fefved  it  vyas  an  instruction  of  Fasil^s  io 
Mttif  %  #dcr  to  their  being  treacherously  murdered  ; 
mmxh  iagain  sui)p0{ie  he  was  slain  by  the  wild  beasts, 
especially  those  apes  or  baboons,  whose  voracity,  size, 
and  fierce  appearance,  were  exceedingly  magnified. 
Mr.  Bruce  began  to  ihink,  that  he  might, be  ill,  for 
he  Jiad  before  c;omplained,  and  that  the  sickness  - 
ttright  id^f  erconie  hitti  upon  the  road  j  titiA  iM% 
too,  was  the  opinion  of  Ayto  Aylo's  servant,  who  said, 
however,  with  ^  significant  loak,  that  he^cpuld  not 
he  far  off;  they  therefore  iefit  him,  ^^^ 
„men  tha^  drove  the  miiles,  back  to  seek  after  him ; 
and  they  hacj  gone  but  a  few  hundred  yards,  when 
ti.ey  found  him  coming,  but  so  decrepit  and  so  very 
ill,  that  he  said  he  could  go  no  farther  than  the  church, 
where  he  was  positively  resolved  to  take  up  his  abode 
that  night.  Mr.  Bruce  felt  his  pulse,  examined  every 
part  about  him,  and  saw,  he  thought,  evtdentjy,  that 
nothing  ailed  him.  Without  losing  his  temper,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Bruce  told  him  firmly,  that  he  perceived 
be  an  impostor  ;  that  he  ShOuId  Coitsid^r  that. he 
was  a  physician,  as  he  knew  he  cured  his  master's 
first  friend,  Welieta  Yasous  5  that  the  feeJing  of  his 
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^li^i^^  id^j^ii  mt  equal  to  the  majority  of  common  brooks;  ' 

hma  tcrld  him,  as  plainly  m  his  tongtie  coold  hate 
done,  that  nothing"  ailed  iitm  }'  tlat  it  told  him  like- 
wise he  had  in  his  heart  some  prank  to' play,  which 
would  turn  out  very  much  to  his  disadvantage.  He^ 
seemed  dismayed  after  this,  said  little,  and  only  de- 
sired them  to  halt  for  a  few  minutes,  and  he  should 
be  better;  "for,''  said  he,  "it  requires  strength  in 
us  all  to  pass  atiotherVgr^af  Mll  h^^iJl^e  ^  artfiireat 
Geesh." 

r/*  Look  yon,'!  said  Mr.  Bruce,  *Mying  is  to  no 
purpose;  I  know  wiiem  ^Gfe^siM al8^  1^ 
and  that  we  have  no  more  moantainst  or  bad  places  to 
pajis  through;  thereforej,  if  you  choose  to  stay  behind, 
ym  may;  bqt  ta-ttidrrow  T  shall  inform  Welleta 
Yasous  at  Bttre  of  your*  behaviour."  He  said  this^ 
with  the  most  determined  air  possible,  arid  left  them, 
walking  as  hard  as  he  could  down  to  the  ford  of  the 
Nile.  jF  Woldo  remained  above  Wtili  the  serVantH^  wild 
were  loading  their  mules  ;  he  seemed  to  be  perfectly 
cured  qf  his  lameness,  and  was  in  clo3e  conversation 
with  Ayto  Aylo'ls  tertant f«f  ttbbdtien  mmatesj  wht§h 
Mr.  Bruce  did  not  choose  to  interrupt,  as  he  saw  that 
man  vvas  alrepdy  in  possession  ,  of  part  of  WoldoV 
secret,  T^s  being  over,  they  all  €abiie  down  to  MW: 
Bruce  as  he  was  sketching  a  btilftah  of  a  yellow  Irosie-* 
tree,  a  number  of  which  hang  over  the  ford. 

The  whole  company  passed,  and  Woldo,  seeming 
to  walk  i»«  wtll  as  ever,  ascended  a  gently-rising  hill, 
near  the  top  of  which  is  St.  Michael  Geesh.  The 
Nile  here  is  not  four  yards  over,»  and  not  above  four 
inctito  d^|»  wh^reth^l  t*i^^^  it  #a«  iiid^d  becmwfe 
a  very  trifling  brook,  but  ran  swiftly  over  a  bottorp 
of  small  stones,  with  hard  black  rock  appearing  amidst 
ttieait  if  IS  at'this  place  very  easy  to  pass,  and  Very 
limpid,  but,  a  little  lower,  fulbof  iuootisijderable  falls; 
the  ipround  rises  gently  from  the  river  to  the  south- 
¥^t^^  full  of  small  liiHs  and  eminences,  which  yon 
siii^0^'4and  descendalmostimperceptibly.  The  whole 
t'timpany       halted  on  the  north  side  of  St.  Michijers 
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Woldo's  feigoed  hidisposilion. 

elinrch,  and  there  Mi^/Bmee  mebed  t^^ 
afFecting-  any  hurry.  ^ 

AbovU  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  day  hav- 
ing I>fe6^n  t'ef y  im^  #6y  sitting 
In  the  shade  of  a  grove  of  njagnificent  cedars,  inter- 
mixed with  some  ve^'y  lar.ge  and  beautiful  cusso-trees, 
all  in  the  flower:  iM  toeh  were  lying  on  the  grass, 
and  the  beasts  fed,  with  the  burdens  on  their  back, 
in  the  most  luxuriant  herbage.    Mr.  Bruce  said  indif- 
ferently to  Woldo  in  passing,  that  he  was  glad  to  see 
him  recovered:  that  he  would  life  piPt^ently  well,  and 
i^hould  fear  nothing.    He  then  got  up,  and  desired  to 
speak  with  Mr.  Bruce  alone»  taking  Aylo's  servant 
along  with  Mm.  ^  ICoi»r^  mM  0ur  tlraveller  wry 
calmly,       know  by  your  face  you  are  going  to  tell 
me  a  lie.    I  do  swear  tp  you  solemnly,  Vou  never, 
by  that  means,  will  ol>lat1il  any  thing  from  me,  no  not 
l^  niueh  a^^^           word  ;  truth  and  good  behaviour 
will  get  you  every  thing  ;  what  appears  a  great  mat- 
ter in  your  sight  is  not  perhaps  of  such  vakie  in  mine 
tmt  tijotbibf  mmplr  tmth  mk^M  behaviour aa-  • 
Sfter  to  you  ;  now  1  know  for  a  certainty  you  are  no 
more  sick  than  I  am/' — "  Sir,"  said  he,  with  a  very 
c0rtfid*nt  look*    you  are  right  ;  13td  iJ^iliJlei^lt  l 
fieilher  have  been,  nor  am  I  at  present,  any  wj^iy  out 
of  order;  but  I  thouglit  it  best  to  tell  ^ou  so,  not  to 
be  dWiged  to  disaavei*^  ^itiotfrer  fea35oti  tliat  hM  much 
more  weight  with  me,  why  I  cannot  go  to  Geesh,  and 
much  less  shew  myself  at  the  soiirpes  of  the  Nile, 
which  1  conifess  are  n^  Mmh  beyofrdit,  though  I  de- 
to  you  there  is  still  a  hill  between  you  and  those 
sources.*' — And  pray,"  said  Mr.  Bruce  calmly, 
**  wJiat     this  mighty  reason  ?  have  you  had  a  dream 
or  a  vision  in  that  traace  you  fell  into  when  you  lagged 
behind  below  the  church  of  St.  Michael  Sacala?" 

No,"  replied  he,  it  is  neither  trance,  nor  dream, 
nor  d#Wl  neither )  I  wish  it  wii&  iio  worse;  but  you 
know  as  well  as  T,  that  my  master  Fasil  defeated  the 
Agows  at^the  battle  of  Benja.    I  was  there  with  my 
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mof^^ter,  iaiid  killed  several  men,  among*  whom  some 
M'tre  or  the  A;>t>ws  of  this  villa^fe  Geesh,  and  you 
kmm  ih^  iisdge  i^^F  this  con niry ;  ^fefii  » Ift^i^  itfctlte^ 
cir€umsta;4ees,  faiU  iotu  th^jr^jbattdSf  bis  l&tdod  mw^^^ 
pay  for  ihei'*' bh*o4/'  *  ^ 

If  r.  Urtttrie  IbttfKt  ant  lfito  a  Violent  ^fe^^if  !{ta<^hter, 
#|iich  very  mnoh  disconcerted  him,    "  There,"  said 
out  traveller,  **  did  not  1  say  to  yon  it  vras  a  lie  that 
you  were  going  to  tell  me  ?  do  not  think  I  disbelieve 
ttt* tji^piita^w^^  yoa  the  vanity  of  having  killed  mm4 
many  men  were  slain  at  that  battle  ;  somebody  must, 
and  you  may  have  been  the  person  who  slew  them  : 
btilriiyj^dtt  i^lnk  t}^at  £ M^^^^  |]#!fet6  iha^t  Wm\  so  deep 
in  that  account  of  blood,  could  rule  the  Agbws  in  the 
manner  ha  does,  if  he  could  not  put  a  servant  of  his 
int afety  among*  them  twenty  miles  frditi  ftm midtettce; 
do  you  think  1'  can  believe  this       "  Come,  come,'* 
jsaid  Aylo's  servant  to  Woldo,  "did  you  not  bear  that 
tr^tfa  dnd  good  behaviour  will  get  you  BVety  thing 
jmrnl^  ?  Sir,"  continued  lie,      mw  tMir  affair  vexes 
you,  and  nvhat  this  foolish  man  wants  will  neither 
make  you  richer  nor  poorer ;  he  has  taken  a  great 
desira  tbr'  that  crimson  silk^^^^h  which  ydti  W^^v  about 
your  middle.!  1  told  him  to  stay  till  you  went  back 
to  Gondar ;  ^btvthe  says  he  is  to  go  no  farther  thaa 
fdthe  litfu^e^  #  Shfti^  Wilted  Artifeeln  Miit$hsi, 
and  does  not  return  to  Gondar:  1  told  him  to  stay 
till  you  had  put  your  mind  at  ease,  by  seeinof  the  foun* 
tains  ti^f  the  ^ile,  which  yoft  ^m  4i^  mrnbm  albont. 
He  ^aid  after /that  bad  happelied:^  he  was  sure  you 
would  not  give  it  him,  for  you  seemed. to  think  little 
of  the  cataract  at  Goutto,  and  of  all  the  fine  rivers 
and  churches  which  he  had  shewn  you  ;  except  the 
head  of  the  Nile  shall  be  finer  than  all  these,  when,  in 
reality,  it  will  be  just  like  another  river,  you  will  then 
be  dissatisfied,  and  not  gFmliiliithe  sash/* 

Mr.  Bruce  thought  there  was  something  very  natu- 
ral in  these  suspicions  of  Woldo :  besides,  he  said  he 

af 
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of  Welled  Amlac;  by  ^ome  mearis  or  other^  Iie.would 
get  it  into  his  hands.  This  National  di^jcotti^e  had  pa^ 
cifiecl  Mr.  Bruce  a  little  ;  but  it  must  have  beea  fine 
indeed  to  have  stood  for  a  minute  between  him  arid 
the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes.  Mr.  Bruce  then 
laid  his  hand  tt|mmthe  pistols  that  stuck  in  his  girdle, 
and  drew  them  out  to  give  them  to  one  of  his  suite, 
when  Woldo,  who  apprehended  it  was  for  another 
purpose^  raw  nime  paces  back,  aiid  hid  himself  behind 
Aylo's  servant.  Mr.  Bruce  after  having  taken  off  his 
smhf  **Here  is  jour  mnh,  Woldo,"  said  he,  "but 
tri^i%  ^h&^t  ltt^^  and  nttir  tfiost  seriously  re- 
peat to  yUiJ^  truth  and  good  behaviour  will  get  any 
thing  from  me;  but  if  in  the  course  of. this  journey, 
you  play  one  trick  more,  though  ever  SO  trifling,  I  will 
bring  such  a  vengeance  upon  your  head,  that  you 
shall  not  be  able  to  find  a  place  to  hide  it  in,  when 
not  the  sash  pnly  will  be  taken  from  you,  but  your 
&kin  %\m  Mil  fiAhm  W 

He  took  the  sash,  but  seemed  terrified  at  the  threat, 


^r.  Bftt*#,  *<%ve  undefisiand  eaeft  nMmt  m  Mdr^ 
words ;  it  is  now  late,  lose  no  time  more,  but  carry 
me  to  Geesh  and  the  head  of  the  Nile  directlj,  wit^h- 
fitiit  preamble,  aitd  #few ttie  tHe  ¥flt  that  i^piiji^ies 
fi*om  it."  He  then  carried  our  traveller  round  to  the 
south  side  of  the  church,  out  of  the  grove  of  trees 
that  surrounded  it.  "  This  is  the  hiil,"  said  he,'Iook- 
itig  archly,  *^thift>  whiin  you  were  on  the  other  side 
of  it,  was  between  you  and  the  fountains  of  the  Nile; 
there  is  no  other ;  look  at  that  hillock  of  green  sod  in 
the  middle  of  that  watery  spot ;  it  is  in  that  the  two 
fountains  of  the  Nile  are  to  be  found :  Geesh  is  on  the 
face  of  the  rock  .where  yon  green  trees  are  ;  if  you  go 
the  length  of  the  fbflnt^riiss,  pti^^^  off  5^oiJr  Jsbcw&isr,  las^^^ 
did  the  other  day  ;  for  these  people  are  all  Pagans, 
Worse  than  those  that  were  at  the  ford,  and  they  be- 
lieve jn  jfo^lhiftg  that  yoiCf  bttt  only  in  this 
ri  ver,  to  4vlii<^h  they  praj^  mWf  Sny  m  If  it  were  God ; 
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hat  this  perhaps  you  may  do  likewise.''  Half  un- 
dressed as  Mr.Bruce  was  by  lossof  bis  sash,  and  throw- 
ing' bis  shoes  oft',  be  ran  down  the  bill  towards  the 
little  island  of  green  sods,  which  was  about  two  hun- 
dred yardsf  dtsftai^jt;  the  whol^gr  side  of  the  bill  was 
thickly  over  grown  with  flowers,  the  large  bulbous 
roots  of  which  appearing  above  the  surface  of  the 
grotirtd,  and  il^t  d^ns^  esthf o^f^  upon 
them,  occasioned  two  very  severe  falls  before  be 
reached  the  brink  of  the  marsh.  Mr.  Bruce^j  after 
this,  cam#  t0  fbe  ii^lahd  of  green  turf,  i»M^k  VPES-fn 
form  of  an  altairj  apparently  ti?re  work  of  art^  and 
stood  in  rapture  over  the  pi*i»i!5t|^a|  foottttntt^  r|Sie^ 
in  the  middle  of  it. 

It  is  easier  to  guess  thatr  deiscribe  the  siltmion  of 
Mr.  Bruce's  mind  at  that  moment^ — standing  on  that 
spot  which  had  baDied  the  geniivs,  industry,  and  in- 
quiry ^  of  both  &rit!knt9  df)d  tnoderus,  for  the  codm  df 
near  three  thousand  years.  Kings  bad  attempted 
this  discovery  at  the  head  of  armies,  and  each  expedi- 
tion wa«  dktittgiiis^^b^^  last,  only  by  the  d:!;^ 
ference  of  the  nuimbCT*  which  had  perished,  and 
agreed aloneinthedisappointment  which  had  uniform- 
ly^ mil  without  exception,  followed  them  all.  Fame, 
i^ichs^  irad  Jsonour,  had  been  held  out  for  a  series  of 
ages  to  every  individual  of  those  myriads  these  princes 
commanded,  without  having  produced  one  man  ca- 
pable of  gratifying  the  ed'noirf^^^  Ms^sovereigii,  or 
wiping  off  this  stain  upon  the  enterprise  and  abilities 
of  mankind,  or  adding  this  desideratum  for  the  eil- 
«.an,g.menUfgeog4hy.. 

Mr.  B  ruce,  as  he  advanced,  observed  Strates 
waiting:  foj-  hiro  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  "  Strates," 
wfr  crieii,  **  jfaUhfal  isquire,  come  and  triumph  with  • 
your  Don  Quixote  at  that  island  of  Barataria,  whi- 
ther we  have  most  wisely  and  fortunately  broiiiiht 
ourselves.  Come  and  triumph  with  me  over  all  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  all  their  amies,  all  tMirphltoo* 
p^rs,  and  all  their  heroes  1"     Sir/*  reglM  Strates, 

"Ida 
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I  So  not  und^l'Stii^^^  #dird  ,what  you  say,  aqd^l^ 
little  of  what  you  mean;  you  very  well  know  that 
1  am  no  scholar,  ^\}t  you  had  much  better  leave 
tl^a^'bdg';  tiolp^teinltrttie  house,  and  look  after  Woldqj 
1  fear  he  has  something  farther  to  seek  than  your  sasb^ 
for  he  has  been  talking  with  the  old  devil- worshipper 
«!ver  since  we  arrived/' — Come,'  -  said  our  traveller 

take  a  draught  of  this  excellent  water,  and  drink 
with  me  a  health  to  his  Majesty  King  George  .  III. 
and  a  long  line  of  princes/'    Mr.  Bruce  had  in  his 
hand  a  large  cup,  made  tif  a  cocoa-nut  shell,  which 
was  brim-full.    His  companion  drank  to  the  king 
speedily  and  cheerfull Vj^ » with  the  addition  of  *•  Coa- 
ra^itfn  Whis  ^em^ieS  1^  iiitd  tossed  up  his  cup  with  a 
loud  huzza.      Now  friend,*'  said  Mr.  Bruce,  **  here 
is  to  a  more  humble,  but  still  a  sacred  name  ;  here  is 
toMaria.'^    St  rates  inquired  i. whether  that  was^ 
W*gia  Mary;  and  being  answered  in  the  AMtmntive^ 
replied  only  with  a  triumph  of  disapprobation.  The 
day  had  been  very  hot,  and  thirst,'  without  any  aid 
'from  enthusiasm,  led "^Mf^  Bruce  to  these  fi^n^i^ 
libations  at  this  long  , sought  for  spring,  the  most 
ancient  of  altars.      Strates^"  said  he,     here  is  to 
•wr-  iiappy  refcurto.   Iloitii^  fi^teiidj  yott  Are  yet,  tWo 
toasts  behind  me  :  can  vou  ever  be  satiated  with  this 
excellent  water!''    f  Look  you,  Sir,''  answered  h^ 
I'ery  g^ravely,       Ibr  King  Greorge,  I  drank  ttor  faitii 
with  all  my  heart,  to  his  wife,  to  his  children,  to  his 
brothers,  and  sisters,  God  bl@ss.them  all!  Amen! 
BftI  Sv^  f<>r  the  Virgin  Mai^^  |i«it  |it!»i  m  Papist,  I  beg 
to  fee  excused  from  driilkfng  lieiitlhs  which  my  chureE, 
does  not  drink.    As  for  our  happy  return,  God  knows 
there  is  no  one  wishes  it  more  sincerely  than  I  do,  for 
1  k^V:^  I4ng  been  weary  of  this  beggarly  Smtiitf^ 
But  you  must  forgive  me  if  I  refuse  to  drink  any  more 
water,    Thty  say  these  savages  pray  over  that  hole 
e\^ry  nioniinf  to  the 'devil,  attd  tiatia  afraid  I  fml  his 
horns  \n  my  belly  already,  from  the  great  draught  of 
that  hellish  water  I  drank  fii^st*]'    Mr.  Bruce,  how- 
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ever,'  having'  propdsed  tfmi!ttiit&  tea^t;  and'#Fftitiitg^ 
to  Catharine  empress  of  RUssia,  (who  Was "^then  en- 
gaged in  an  pattern p.t  to  rescue  the  Greeks  frooi^  tlie 
llufkish  yoke,)  hi^#3i^pJe  was  fblFowe^  %  Sti1*tl^^^ 
who  shouted  "  Catharine  andf  vi#^*y  !*' 

while  he  tossed  his  cap  into  the  air.  ^ 

A  niiraber  of  Ago ws  upon  the  hill  had, watched 
i^f  tm*eIJer  and  his  companion  \w  silent  woader. 
Two  or  three  only  had  come  down  to  the  edge  of  the 
swam^p,  had  seen  the  griamces  and  action  of  Stratesf^ 
mi  hmt^  ^htnf ^  hbiima^ t  m  ^fit eh^ they  ^tked^  WdMdj 
as  he' entered  the*  viHage,  what  was  the  imeaning  of 
aU  this.'  Wpldo  told  them-tlmt  the'  rHan  had  beem 
bitten  fayi  a  it}ii;d  d%,  ail^^^  oiit  of  his* ileuses,  whicte 
pei^fectly  satisfied  them  :  they  observed  that  he  Wpialct 
beinfalfiblyvcured  by  the  Nile,  but  that  the  custonn; 
after  meeling  with  sufgl)  a'misforttti^e,  was  to  drink  the, 
water  fasting. 

Divine  honours  are  paid  by  the  Ag^ws  of  Damot 
to  the  Nile  ;  they  worship  the  river*  and  thousands  of  ^ 
cattle  have 'been  offered,  and  ^lill  are  «i#blr%d|  t^ 
spirit  supposed  to  reside  at  its  source.*  They  are  di- 
vided into,  clans^  or  tribes  }  aod  it  i3  worthy  of  obser- 
valiony  tlMi  ills  sfitl^lherg  tteveif^rfs^feu  of  here^ 
ditary  animosity,  between  any  two  of  these  clans ;  or, 
if  the  »eeds  of  any  such  were  sown^:  they  did  not  vege- 
tate langef  than  till  the  next  geaeral  convoe^tt^oti  of 
all  the  tribes^  who  me^^fc  afl  the  source  of  the 

river,  toi  which  they  sacrifice,  calling  it  by  the  name 
of  the  God  of  Peace.    One  of  the  least  considerablfe^ 
of  these  clanfi^  i^^^^  has  ltlt  the 

preferertce  among  its-bretliren,  from  the  circmnstance' 
that,  in  its  territory,  and-  near  the  miserable  village^ 
that  gives  it  name^  are  situated  tl%  miieh^  sought  for** 
springs  fromiwhichlthe  Nile  rises. 

Gee^b,  biiweveri  though  not  farther  distant  from 
these  than^^C^  llit^^i^l^^  4t  iSdttreie^ 

of  the  Nile*   The^ntryt  uboii^ the  sabie^ ptptne  with. 
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th*  fountains,  terminates  in  a  cliff  about  SOO^  yardsf 
deep  down  to  the  plain  of  Asso'a,  which  flat  country 
continues  in  the  same  subaltern  degree  of  elevation, 

wmrd^  after  it  has  made  t)0z  mcm^^^  the  pwiiiciet^ 
^f  Gojam  and  Damoti 

A  prodigious  caveia Ih  tik  iiilMle^jtf  iJhIt  eirtf,  lati 
direction  straight  north  towards  the  fountains  j  whather 
the  work  of  nature  or  art,  Mr:  Bruce  could  not  de- 
termine ;  in  it  are  many  bye-paths,  so  that  it  is  very 
difficult  for  a  stranger  tl^  ^363&i©a.1^  himself ;  it  is  a  na- 
tural labyrinth,  large  enough  to  contain  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  village,  and  their  <;attle.  In  this  large 
^litf  lih^BEftifr^ tired  himself  part  of  several  days,  en- 
deavouring to  reach  as  far  northward  as  possible  j  but 
the  air,  when  he  had  advanced  something  above  an 

candle  by  its  dampness ;  and  the  people  were  besides 
not  stt  all  clisposed  to  g^ratifj  his  curiosity  farther,  after 
^Ai^fitig  Mm  waf  nothing  at  tbe  mA  more  re- 
markable than  what  he  then  saw,  which  he  had  rea- 
son to  believe  was  the  case.  The  face  of  this  cliff, 
which  fronts  to  the  souths  has  a  most  picturesque  ap- 
penrjanca  ftoal  tile  Jjlmiti^  Afeoa  below,  parts  of  the 
houses  at  every  stage  appearing  through  the  thickets* 
of  trees  ami  bushes  with  which  the  whole  face  of  the 
tdliff  is  thtekly*  covered  ;  impenetrable  fences  of  the 
very  worst  kind  of  thorn  hide  the  mouths  of  the  ca- 
verns above  mentioned,  even  from  sight  j  there  is  na 

above  or  below,  but  by  narrow-winding  sheep  paths, 
which,  through  these  thorns,  are  very  difficult  to  be 
discerned,  for  all  are  ^Uowedl  to  fee  overgrowrt-  ^lik 
the  utmost  wildness,  as  a  part  of  their  defence  ;  lofty 
and  large  trees  (|«<pfst  pf  tliem  of  the  thorny  kind)^ 
tower  high  up  abovie  tfe^  edge  of  tiife  cliff,  and  seem 
to  be  a  fence  against  people  falling  down  into  the 
^  l^iain.  These  are  all^ atthek propei?  fieasoo,  cQvered  with 
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*         l^inpgular  niarsli — circtilar  hUlpck~-curio|i9  aJtar.  ,^ 

iowe^m  of  ^iWatmi  mm  m^d  mimmi  ^m^l^h^Mm 
below  on  the  face  of  the  clifF:  every  ikom  m  Abyssjnra 
indeed  bears  a  beautiful  flower. 

f^to%1ife«6geof  ihe^c^^^  of  Geesh  labtfi^ie  wfeefe 
the  village  is  situated,  the  ground  slopes  with  a  very 
em^  descent  due  north,  ^Jpid  lands  you  at  the  edge  of 
mM^ilgular  marsh  above  eighty-six  yards  broad,  m 
ihe^lme  of  the  fountains,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  yards  two  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  cliff  above  the 
house  of  the  priest  of  the  river,  where  Mr.  Bruce  re- 
side/d. 

Upon  the  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  plain,  the 
Agows  used  to  pile  up  the  bones  of  the  beasts  killed 

which  they  set  them  on  fire.  This  is  now  disconti- 
Buedf  or  rather  transferred  to  another  place  near  the 
ehurcb^  as  they  are  at  presettt  indulged  \n  the^rflf  en- 
joyment of  their  idolatrous  rites,  both  under  Fasil  and 
MicbaeL  In  the  middle  of  the  inarshf  near  the  hot-* 
of  the  mountain  of  06esb/ strides  a  billbdk  ol  a 
'Ocular  form,  about  three  feet  from  the  surface  of  the 
marsh  itself,  though  apparently  founded  much  deeper 
in  it.  The  diameter  of  this  is  something  short  of 
twelve  feet;  it  is  MftfOiSl^iled  by  a  shallow  trench, 
which  cojilects  the  water,  and  voids  it  eastward ;  it  is 
fira)ly  built  with  sodor  earthen  turf,  brought  from  the 
l^dety  and  i?oifistantly  kept  in  repair}  lafid  tliisli^  thi^^tr 
tar  upon  w^hich  all  their  religious  ceremonies  are  per- 
formed. In  the  middle  of  this  altar  is  a  hole,  ohr 
viousiy  made,  oir at leA^t  enlarged,  by  the  hand  of  tii^iiii; 
It  is  kept  clear  of  grass,  or  other  aquatic  plants,  and 
the  water  in  it  is  perfectly  pure  pad  limpid,  but  has 
no  ebullition  Of  mtitioh  of  any  ki^d  discernible  upon 
hn  mtfikt^.  This  mouth,  or  opening  of  the  source, 
is  some  parts  of  an  inch  less  than  three  feet  diameter, 
and  the  water  stood  at  that  time,  the  5th  of  November, 
about  two  inches  from  the  lip  or  brim nor  did  Jt 
either  increase  or  diminish  during  all  the  time  of  his 

2  X  ?  stay 
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t^f     Cl^esh,  though  they  made  plenfffiit^  6S©nrf  ft* 
SThis  spring  is  about  six  feet      incrhes  deep,  v 
V  At  the  distance  of  ten  feet^from  tbe  first,  of  these 
springs,  a  West  tof  S6tftlf^  ^is*  ifae  s^cj^iid 

fountain,  about  eleven  inehes  in  diameter ;  but^this  is 
ei^ht  feet  three  inches  deep*  And  abput  ^wexit^  feet 
dftfeta*^  ffdtii  i:h&  iSrst  is  thte  4bTi^«3  sottrce,  ?its  mmik 
being  something  more  than  two  feetdarge,  and  it% 
five  feet  eight  inches  deep.  Both^these  kst  fount^iins 
stand  in  th6  middle  of  small  allars,  made,  like  the  for- 
mer, of  firm  sod,  but  neither  of  them  above  three  feet 
diameter,  and ibaving  a  foot  of  less  elevation  than  the 
first.  The  altar  in  this  third  source  seemed  almost  d)s* 
solved  by.tbe  water,  which  in  both  stood  nearly  up  to 
the  brim;  at  the  foot  of  each  appeared  a  clear  and 
brisk  running.rill ;  these  uniting  joined  the  water  in 
ihm  tteneh  bf  tba  €r^?t  Iktfcan  Itnd  then  .proceed^#^i- 
rectly  out,  . pointing  eastward,  in  a  quantity  that  woufM 
have  filled  a -pipe  of  about  two  inches  diameter.  The 
W^ttfer  Irdnrt  these  foufttltfns  ts  very  ligfht  and  good, 
and  perfectly  tavsteless.  It  was  at  this  time^wost  intense- 
ly cold,  though  exposed  to  the  mid-<lay  sun  without 
Jihetf^^p,  there  being  no  trees  nor  bushes  nearer  it -tha^ 
eiiff  of  Geesh  on  its  south  i^ide,  and  the  trees  that 
surround  Saint  Michael  Geesh  on  the  north,  which, 
according  to  the  custom  of  Abyssinia,  is,  like  other 
churches,  planted  in  the  midst  of  a  grove. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  the  day  after  Mr,  Bruce's 
arrival  at  Geesh,  the  weather  perfectly  clear,  cloud- 
less, €iid  m  all  iS^spects  Well  adapted  t> 
observation,  being  extremely  anxious  to  ascertain, 
beyond  the  power  of  controversy,  the  precise  spot  on 
the  globe  that  this  fountain  had  so  long  occupied  un- 
known, he  pitched  his  tent  on  the  north  edge  th^ 
cliff,  inamediately  above  the  priest's  house,  having  ve* 
rii^ed  tite  instrumeni  wlth^a^^^  the  care  possible,  botii 
at  the  zenith  and  horizon.  With  a  brass  quadrant  of  * 
three  feet  radius,  by  one  meridian  altitude  of  the  sun's 
Upper  limb,  all  necessary  equations  and  deductions 
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coDsidered,  be  determined  tbe  latitude  oHheipliice  of 

vation  of  the  same  kind  madeion  the  6th,  10"*  59'  8"^ 

efter  whicli,  by  a  mediirm  of  thirty  three  observations 

of«$tars,  the  largeistVmi€  ti^6aiP€iit/tbej^ 

found  the  latitude  to  be  10°  59'  10" ;  a  mean  of  whitsh 

being  10°  59'       ,say  1O°.50'  1^"-    The  longitude  }m 

aKcertamed^td  be;S6^*5S*^8^^       of  tb^  meBtdlaii  ti 

i&peenwich. 

On  the  nig-ht  of  the  4th,  the  wry  night  of  Mr. 
iBruce's  arrival,  .melancholy  reflections <qpon  his  pre- 
stntstate,  the  doublfiihiessiflf  liis  r^tunndn  safety,  were 
he  permitted ito  make  the  attempt,  and  the  fears  that^ 
even  this  would  be  refused, iaccordiog*  to  the  rule  ob- 
served in  Jlibysslniit  i«^ith  4rficiJ#Me#  !iafv#»0W0e 
entered  fthe  kingdom  ;  the  consciousness  of  the  |>aki 
that  he  wasithen  occasioning  tq  many  >worthy  indiv^i^ 
duals,  expecting  .daily  that  ihf(5rt*isittti6ft^  ttittc^eriiing 
hb  Bitiiation  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  ^to  give 
them  ;  some  otlier  thoughts,  perhaps  still  .nearer>the 
heart  than  thesis,  crowded  upon  h\s  mn^^  and  for- 
bade all  iapproach  of  sleep.  He  was,  a*  that  very 
moment,  in  possesvsion  ^of  what  had,  for  many  years^ 
been  the  principal  object  of  his  ambition  and  wishes  j 
mdi^^mnte^  f^wb^  usual  l&fftinity  of  lio^ 

man  nature  follo;\i«s,  at  least  for  a  time,  complete  en^ 
joy*nent,)  had  taken  place  of  it.  The  marshy  and  the 
fpiifitalns,.  ripoti  comparison  with  the  riae  of  many  -of 
our  rivers,  becanfie  now  a  trifling  object  in  his  sight, 
rena^mbered  t^i^t  wa^Baftc^^  scene  in  his  ow^qi 
country,  wherfeth6  Tweed,  Clyde,  a,nd  Annan^ 
dse  in  one  hill ;  three  rivers  as  he  now  thought,  not 
inferior  to  the  Nile  in  beauty,  preferable  to  it  in  the 
oultivation  of  those  countries  through  which  they 
flaw;  superior,  vastly  superior  to  it,  in  the  viilues 
and  <jualities  of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  the  beauty  of 
its  flocks,  crowding  its  pastures  in  peace,  without  fear 
ti(  violence  from  man  or  beast.  He  Jbiid  ij^H  the  rise 
ef  l?be  B^ne  find  lifapaei       tiie  nsct^liiagnificei^ 

lources 
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€utiOus  experiiffetit  ^Itft  Quicksilver.  , 

"sources  of  the  Saone  ;  he  began  in  his  sorrow  to  treat 
th^  inquiry  about  the  mm^e  ^^  the  Nile  sis  a  vietatit 
effort  of  a  distempered  fancy.  Grief  or  despondency 
iiow  rolling  upon  him  like  a  torrent,  relaxed,  not  re- 
#6fsfifed,  by  unquiet  nh4  itSip&rfett  sifeep,  he  started 
from  his  bed  in  the  utmost  agony  ;  he  went  to  the 
door  of  tent  j  every  thiq^  vysts  still ;  the  Nile,  at 
whm^  Iteiad  he  stdod,  was  ntit  c^tpable^  either  tc*  pro- 
mote or  to  interrupt  his  slumbers  ;  bat  the  coolness  and 
serenity  of  the  night  braced  his  nerves,  and  chased 
away  those  phantoms  that,  while  in  bed,  had  oppressed 
and  tormented  him.^  ^ 

Numerous  dangers,  hardships,  and  sorrows,  had  in- 
deed beset  him  through  this  half  of  his  excursion;  but 
it  was  still  ^strae,  that  another  Guide,  more  powerful 
than  his  own  courage,  health,  or  understanding,  if 
any  of  these  can  be  called  man's  own,  had  uniformly 
prote^Jted  Mm  fn  alttH^t  tediou^K  half  *  hBfottnd  Mi 
confidence  not  abated,  that  still  the  same  Guide  was 
able  to  conduct  hiip  to  his  now  wished-for  home.  He 
Imtki^diately  resumed  his  former  fortitude,  considered 
the  Nile  ind^jg^  as  no  more  than  rising  from  springs, 
as  all  other  rivers  do,  but  widely  different  in  this,  that 
it  was  the  palm  for  three  thousand  years  held  out  to 
all  >  the  nations  in  the  world  as  a  detur  Mgnissimo^ 
which,  in  his  cool  hours,  he  had  thought  was  worth  the 
attempting  at  the  risk  of  his  life ;  which  he  had  long 
either  resolved  to  lose,  idr  1^  tftis  discovery,  a  trophy 
in  which  he  could  have  no  competitor,  for  the  honour 
of  his  country,  at  the  feet  of  his  sovereign,  whose 
Servant  hie  was*   ^  ^ 

Mr.  Bruce  had  procured  from  the  English  ships, 
while  at  Jidda,  some  quicksilvef,  perfectly  pure,  and 
hm^mf  'thm  th^  mmnititi  ^ott";  i«^jvrming  therefore 
the  tube  gently  at  the  fire,  he  filled  it  with  this  quick- 
silver, and  to  his  great  sarprisei  found  that  it  stood  at 
the  heigKl  of  tS^Etigli^sh  iflclies.  Suspecting  that  some 
air  m%h|;|^  insinuated  itself  into  the  tub^  lje  IsMk 
it  by  in  ^  wAjritt-jparl  of  the  tent|  covered  tiU  wiorning, 
*    ii.  .  ^nd 
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and  returning  to  bed,  slept  there  profoundly  till  six^ 
ti^hetit  satisfied  the  whole  was  in  perfect  order,  he  fouttd 

,  it  to  stand  at  22  English  inches;  neither  did  it  vary 
sensibly  from  that  height  any  of  the  following  days 
be  staid  at  Creesb  and  theftcfe  lie  tfiferred>  that,  al 
the  sources  of  the  Nile,  he  was  then  more  than  two 
miles  above  the  level  of  the  sea  j  a  prodigious  heigh^t 
to  enjoy  a  sky  perpetually  clear,  as  ^Sd  sfe  hot  Mtl 
never  over-cast  for  a  moment  with  clouds  from  rising 
to  setting.  On  the  6th  of  November,  at  a  quarter 
past  five  iil  the  tnorning,  I'ahrMheifs  thermometer 
stood  at^^*^  at  noon  96°,  and  at  sun-set  46^.  It  wmt^ 
as  to  sense,  cold  at  uight^  and  still  more  so  an  hpijtr 
before  sun-rise, 

^The  Nile  keeping  nearly  in  theilblddle  of  the  maf^b^ 
runs  east  for  thirty  yards,  with  a  very  little  increase 
of  stream,  but  perfectly  visible,  till  met  by  the  grassy 
Mnk  of  the  laiii  de^^^^  from  Batula.  This'tum^ 
it  round  gradually  to  the  N.  E.  and  then  due  north ; 
and,  in  the  two  miles  it  flows  in  that  direction,  the 
rivei?  recetir^s  itiikrif  stnall  contributions  fi*oifn  springs 
tl>at  rise  in  the  banks  on  each  side  of:  there  are  two, 
particularly  one  on  the  hill  at  the  back  of  St.  Michael 
Geesh ;  the  other  a  little  lower  than  it  on  the  other  side, 
m  the  ground  de^3iiiiftg^  from  Sacala.  These  last- 
mentioned  springs  are  more  than  double  its  quantity ; 
and  being  arrived  under  the  hill  whereof  stands  the; 
fe!wi«Jli-of  St.  Michael  Sdeala,  ab^nt  ti*^d  ttalfds  ffWi 
its  source,  it  there  becomes  a  stream  that  would  turn 
a  common  mill,  shallow,  clear,  and  running  over  a 
tocky  botioM  Icbotit  three  ystitis  ^ides  thW  hrnsf  he 

^  understood\,to  be  variable  according  to  the  season  ; 
and  the  present  pbservatjons  are  applicable  to  the  5th 
#  MrtfeAiber,  wheft  the  tkiiKS  h^d  i^e&si^  fot  Sieveral 
Weeks. 

Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  this  spot the 
diilall  rising*  hills  aboat  them  were  all  thick  covered 
with  verdure,  especially  with  clover,  ihe  largest  and 
^neiit  he  #Yer  saw  j  the  tops  of  the  heights  crowned 

with. 
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The  streamlets  of  Gometti^  Googueri?  and  Kebezga. 

Wit!rftr<&es^     ^  p^^^  ske  ;  t&e  Mreanj>  *at  the 

banks  of  which  they  were  sitting-,  was  limpid  and 
pure  as  the  fioestcrystal  j  tbe  foriJ^  cpy^r^^l  tMck^with 
a'biisliy  kind  oftffee  that  seeniea^^lLTO6t  %  gi^ 
BO  height,  but,  thick  with  foliage aii4young  branclM»^ 
rather  to  court  the  surface  of  the. water,  whilst  it  hore, 
in  prodigious  quantities,  a  beautiful  yellow  flower,  not 

thorns.. 

After  having,  stepped  over  the  ford  fifty  tioies,  he 
observed  it  no  larger  tbiiii  %  d^^^Eha^  fttill-stream. 
The  N^ile  from  this  ford^turns  to  the  westward,  and^ 
after  running,  over  loose  stones  occgisionally,  in  that 
direction,  about  feur  miles  fa^thal*^  the  angle  of  incli- 
nation,  increasing  greatly,  broken  water  and  a  fall  com-^ 
meuces  of  about  six  feet,  and  thus  it  gets  rid  of  the 
mountainous  place  of  it$  ttativity,  and  issues  into  th^ 
plain  of  Goutto,  where  is  its Ji^s^  cataracts ^ -Am^ 
in  the  plain  of  Goutto,  the  river  seeoas  to^  have^  lost 
all  its  violen<}e, .  and  scarcely  is  seen  to  flow  ;  but,  ^  at 
the  same  time,  it  there  makes  so  maByisbaiFp  iinn^Uf 
ral-windings,  that  it  difl'ers  from  any  other  river  Mr; 
Bruce  ever  saw,  making  about  tiventy.sha^paiiigulair 
peninsulas  in  the  cotli^se  of  five  miles,  tHe^tt^tt^bkvt^ 
marshy  plain  of  clay,  quite  destitute  of  treeSj  and  ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient  aad^  unpleasa,ut  ^  to  travels 
After  passing  this  plaift,  iit>tiih)s  a 
the  tribute  of  many  small  streams,  the  Gomett/iS,  the » 
Gqogueri,  and  the  Kebezzia,  which  desceiid  ^froai  th«^* 
iiit)iititaui^  of  ktid  tiiit^ii  fellfltitb  tli%- 

Nile  about  twenty  miles  below  its  sounee*  It  begiri^f 
here  to^run  rapidly,  andagain  receives  a  number  of' 
beautiful  rivulets,  which  have  theii?  rise  in  the  heightis  t 
of  Litchambara,  the  semicircular  range  of  mountains 
that  pass  behind  and  seem  to  enclose  Aformasfha./ 
Here  it  begi^ns  to  become  a  considerable  stream>;  Jts 
banks  high^iad  broken*  covered  with  old  timber  ti?ees  . 
for  the  space  of  about  three  miles  ^  it  inclines  to  the  - 
north-easti  and,  winds  eKceedi|Lig;ij,  and  is  then  joined 
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Remarks  on  the  wnniial  inundation  of  Egypt. 

%  Ibe  ^fifiaH  river  Diva  from  the  east.    A*  tlte  tn^i^ 
names  of-places,  through  w^hich  the  Nile  passes,  can 
afford  very  Jittle  amnsement  to  our  readers,  we^shall 
oiriy  observe,  ifeatit^topft^sttself  at 
diterranean.  J     -r;         n  >  > 

Mr.  Bi'iip^  proceeds  to  investigate  the  reasori  ijtf  tlie 
inundationt  &f  tlie  Nile,  and  observes,  th^it  i|  if  * 
remark  which  holds  good  throligh  all  the  woftfef  of 
Providence ;  and  although  God,  in  the  beginning, 
gave.an  instance  of  his  Almighty  power,  by  creating 
the  world  with  one  single  fiat,  yet,  in  the  la^Vs  he  had 
laid  down  for  maintaining  order  and  regularity  in  the 
details  of  his  creation,  he  has  invariably  produced  all 
thei^  effects  by  the  least  degree  of  power  posisibl€> 
and  by  those  means  that  seem  most  obvious  to  human 
coiicciptiont  M  But  it  seemed,  however,  not  according 
tolhe  tenor ©IMs  ways,  and  wisdom,  to  create  a  coa|E^ 
try  like  Egypt,  without  springs,  or  even  dews,  aftd 
subject  it  to  a  nearly  vertical  sun,  that  he  might  save 
it  by  so  extraordinary  an  intervention  as  ^as  the  an- 
nual inutidit!#iii  ^d  make  it  tiie^c^t  f^Ttili^^^^^ 
the  universe. 

Whatever  were  the  conjectures  of  the  dreamers  of 
antiquity,  modern  triavMIfri*r  iind  philosophers,  de- 
scribing without  system  or  prejudice  what  they  saw, 
have  found  that  the  inundation  of  Egypt  has  been 
effected  by  'iiatQral  ttieans,  pett^eily  consonant  wilh 
the  ordinary  rules  of  Providence,  and  the  Jl^ws  given 
for  the  government  of  the  rest  of  the  universe.  They 
have  found  that  the  plentiful  fall  of  the  tropicabrains 
produced  every  year  at  the  same  time,  by  the  action 
of  a  violent  sun,  has  been  uniformly,  without  miracle, 
the  cause  of  Egypt  being  regularly  overflowed.  The 
stfn  being  neitrly  ttatiotiary  for  liome  days  in  the  tropic 
of  Capricorn,  the  air  there  becomes  so  much  rarified 
that  the  heavier  winds,  charged  with  watery  particles, 
ntsh  in  upon  it  from  tb^  Atlaftfeie  on  the  west,  ^nm 
from  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the  east.  The  south  wind, 
moreover/-  loaded  with  heavy  vapour^  condensed  in 

1$, 
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tfcai  bigb  ridge  of  iH^trntaifts  not  fer  solrth  of  thm 
Jum^f  which  foriirts  a  sjjirid  to  the  p^fdiif^uhi  of  Afri««^; 
and,  running  northward  with  the  athetiwerj  iumt^hr 
wherewithal  to  rfettorfe  t\bb  eqiiilihriumv  v  i  u 

The  sun,  having  thus  gathered  such  a  ^i*a?rriity  6( 
vapours  as  it  wete  to  a  focus,  tto^w  put*  them  irr  iilo^ 
fii>i*i  ^tti  df¥awing  ih&m^  alte^  il  in  ife  ra^pird  pro^r6s»' 
ip(t>rth%vard^  6n  the  7th  of  January,  fot  two  ♦yefirs^to^ 
gether,  seamed  to  have 'Extended  its  ^ower  t^the  atv 

^rfppfeared  in  the  sky  white  dappled  thin  cldtfds^  th# 
mil  feeing  theyi  distant  34°  from  the  ziemihi  withoiiti 
ahy  one  cloudy  or  dark'  sp^ck  having  k^^^  seerr  fe# 
iia*#al  months  before*    Ad  vanning;  to  jliii  Ijkie  with 
increased  velocity,  and  describnrg  larger  »pirials,  the 
Sim  brings  on  a  few  drops^of  rain  at  GondaT  Hie  Isfe 
of  Marehy  being*  then  distant  §^  frdih  the  TZlbniih ; 
these  are  greed i^ly  absorbed  by  the  thwsty  soil^  afi4*tWs- 
seems  to  be  thte  farthest  extent  of  tflie  sun's  influetiieb^> 
eafiaMiJ^^^rt^^        Whiieh  tl^n  ordy  fb^s^nla^^d 
drops,  and  lasts  but  a  few  minutes :  the  rainy  seadoni 
however,  begins  most  seriously  upon  its  arrival  i^t  th^% 
iMlifeh^f  e^ery  place^  and  these  i^iits^  «Oitiimi^ 
^ilii^l  iBtnd  increasing  after  he  ha#3^ai##ife^  in  bis  prti* 
gress  north wkrd.    Refore  thisj  green  bough«j  and 
leaves  appear  flbiafingin-the  B-aharel  Abiad,  antl  shew 
*lhat  in  the,  latitude  where  it  rises,  the  rain^  are  al^ 
ready- abutldant.    The.Galla,  who  inhabitj  or  have 
passed  that  river^  give  an  account  of  its  situation)  which 

§^  from  the  Line. 

^  lii  Apri^i  all  the  rivers  in  Amhara^  Bcgemder,  and 
Sfcalf&j  first  dikeolouredj  and  then  begiiining  to  s\vdiH 
jmn  the  Nile  in  the  several  part«  of  its  course  nerfrest 
them  ;  the  river  then*  froiii  th«t*height  of  its  angle' in* 
clination,  forces  it^^lf  thi^tigh  the  "^hh-^ 
dnt* mixing  with  it.  In* the  beginning  of^  May,  hdn-^ 
dreds  of  streains  pour  themselves  from  Gojam,  Da- 
moty  Maitsha,  and  Bembea,  into  the  lake  Tzana^ 

%         ^  '        ....    ''^  ^i#i$h 
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fU)W  begins  to  fill  inseiistbly,  and  ^oiiti^i botes  a  lai^ 
quantity  of  water  to  the  Nile,  before  it  falls  down  the 
cataract  of  Alata.  In  the  beginning  of  Juiie,  the  sun 
^laiiriiig  fussed  all  AbyiSii^lay  tlie  riirj^i^ipd^iiro  dll 
full,  and  tben  is  ihe  time  of  the  greatest  rains  iit 
Abyssiivia,  while  it  js  £or  some  da^^s^  aa  it  were^  sta.^ 

Immediately  ^iter  the  iNun  has  passed  the  Line,  he 
|)dgins  the  riiijiy  season  to  d)aiBa|ithward,  stiH  as  h« 
^^vmcbm  tlife^iilmth  of  each  place  ;  but  the  sitiia- 
lilk  ai^^  this  country  beiag  varied,  the 

manner  of  promoting  the  inuiidation  is  Ghang€d.  A 
high  chain  of  tiiountains  run  from  about  6^  ^jmth  aU 
ttlon^  ihe  midiik  0f  til&^d^ 

of  Obod  Hope,  and  intersects  theso43tbern  part  of  the 
pef});nsula,  nearly  in  the  same  manner  th^t  the  riv^r 
Mie  diiosr/lhn  ti«0tlielm  A  ^r^ng*  the 
south,  stopping  the  progress  of  the  condensed  va- 
poi}rs,  dashes  thefR  against  the  cold  summits  of  this 
rii^i^  inoufirtainss,  |in4  form^  many  rivers  which 
l^^^pe  in  the  dir^ection  ^i4^her  east  or  west^  as  the  level 
presents  itself.  If  this  is  to^ya^rds  the  west,  they  fall 
down  the  sides  Qf  the  raountaio!$  in>to  the  Atlantiei 
And,  if  on  the  emU  into  thf  Ittdiaii  Qcean. 
'  Three  r-enaaikahle  appearances  attend  the  iniinda-f 
tioip  pf  tluj  N  ile,  Ev^ry  morning  in  Abyssinia  is  ciear| 
md  4h^  mti  Mim^}  s&o^t  mdil,  a  lii^tid,  not 
above  four  feet  Inoad,  appears  in  the  east,  whirling 
violently  round  as  if  upoa  m  a^is  j  but,  arrived  near 
the  Zenith,  it  ir^  dbMes  then  loses  its  form, 

extemls  it^jetf  gr^tly,  and  seems  to  call  up  vapou]rs 
from  a|i  oppasit«  qqai;ttr$.  Tfiese  clouds,  having  at^ 
turned  nearly  the  »am0  hdgbt,  riush  against  each  other 
grata*  vi«teMe.  The  uStj  im^ielled  before  the 
heaviest  mass,  or  swiftest  mover,  makes  an  impres^ioj) 
of  its  own  fofm  indhp  colkctioq  of  clouds  opposite, 
And  th^  itioin«nt  it  has  taken  possession  ol  the  spm& 
Wmi^  ft  tec^iva  itt  Ihe  qiost  vigtetit  tiiaiider  p^Me 
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*  |jf^^fejit  itt  Efgypt  in  the  isprittg.  i 

to  b€  cond€T«^  iw^^t^^^  follows,  wlltr  rain ;  after 
SQfOe  liom'«,  the  sky  again  clears,  with  a  wind  at  north; 
and  it  is  always  disagreeable  cold  when  the  therjpq- 
meter  is  below  63^.  ^  u  ^  i}i 

Tl^tMii©iPi4  thing  remarkable  in  the  variation  of  the 
thermometer  ;  when  the  sun  is  in  the  southern  tropic, 
36o  distant  from  the  zenith,  of  Gondar,  it  is  seldom 
lowet  than  72°  ;  but  it  falls  to  60°  and  59°  when  the 
sun  is  immediately  vertical  ;  so  happily  does  the  ap- 
p/oachof  rain  compensate  the  heat  of  a  too  scorching 
soft*  ^  i 

The  third  is,  that  remarkable  stop  in  the  extent  of 
the  rains  northward,  when  the  sun,  that  has  conducted 
.the  vapours  from  the  Line,  and  should  seem,  now  more 
than  ever,  to  be  in  po^ession  of  them,  is  here  over- 
ruled suddenly,  till  on  its  return  to  the  zenith  of  Gerri 
again  it  resumes  the  absolute  command  over  the  rain^ 
and  reconducts  it  to  the  Mn^  W  fmui^h  clfStiml  de- 
luges to  the  southward. 

Mr.  Bruce  says  it  is  in  February,  March,  or  April 
only,  the  plagtre  begms  in  Egypt*  Mr.  Bruce  does 
pot  believe  it  an  endemial  disease,  but  rather  thinks  it 
comes  from  Constantinople  with  merchandise^  or  pas-^ 
sengers,  attd  at  this  time  of  the  year,  thit  the  ai^  hav* 
ing  attained  a  degree  of  putridity  proper  to  receive  it 
the  Jong  absence  of  dews,  jthe  infection  is^  thereto 
|oiiie4;  aiid  continues  to  rage  till  it  is  suddenly  stopped 
l^l^^llie  oceasiotifid  by  a  refreshing  mixture  of 

raiii* water,  which  is  poured  out  into  the  J^ile  sitthe 
.beginning  of , the  inundation.* 

The  first  and  most  remarkable  sign  of  the  change 
brought  about  in  the  air  is  the  sudden  stopping  of  the 
plague  at  St,  John's  4ay.  Every  person,  though  shut 
up  from  so^ety  for  moiitbis  beftir#r  boysj  »ell?,  a?fi4 
communicates  with  his  neighbour  without  any  sort  of 
apprehension ;  and  it  was  never  known,  as  far  as  Mr. 
Brilce  cpuld  jearn  upon  fair  inquiry,  that  one  felHfck 
of  the  plague  after  this  anniversary :  it  will  be  ob*- 
§prved  he  do^s  not  say  died  }  there  are^  exaqiples  of 
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The  doctrine  of  predi»tiii^<m  dtliidi^ 
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that,  though  he  believes  but  few  ;  the  plague  is  not 
atwafi  a  disease  that  sudil^nl^  tefitiinates  ^  it  Hft^  t 
takes  a  considerable  time  to  come  to  an  head,  appear- 
ing only  by  symptoms ;  so  that  peopletaken  ill,  under 
tl%g'itkt«^  p«trid  in€ttei^^  the  ftiiv  liti^f  cjn^  stmg^* 
gling  with  the  disease  which  has  already  got  such 
bold  that  they  cannot  recover  }  but  what  Mr.  Bruce 
th^it  noj>«i>sdft  t9  tialE^i'li  ill  tif  the  plague  so 
as  to  die  after  the  dew  has  fallen  in  June }  and  no 
symptoms  of  the-  plague  are  ever  commonly  seen'  in 
Egypt  bdi  fnl^bse  spring  month:*  already  mentioned 

moisture. 

The  Tiirks  and  Moors  are  known  to  be  predestina- 
risins  ;  they  believe  fb^  bd^t^df  i^^ii%>dieath  is^«^^ 
,  mutably  fixed,  that  nothing  can  either  advance  or 
defer  it  an  instant.    Secure  in  this  principle,  they  ex-  ' 
i>t*setntheti(tei%€t-i^lat;€?,*lmm^M  John's  * 

day,  the  clothes  of  the  many  thousands  that  have  died 
during  the  late  continuance  of  the  plague,  all  which 
iaibilie  Iflfe^indlst  kir  tlie  eirening  and  Ihe  morn- 
ing, are  handled,  bou^t  up,  and  worn  without  any 
apprehension  of  danger;  and  though  these  consist  of 
furs,  cotton,  silk,  and  woUen  cloths,  which  are  stuffs 
the  most  retentive  #  tib^  ii^gsi&tion,  no  accident  hap- 
pens to  those  who  Wear  th^tti  fmid  thia  their  happy^ 
confidence.  ■'^•^ 

Mr.  Bruce  now  i^tiWi&%aiefc  |6  filV  gtiill^  Woldo, 
whom  they  had  left  settling  their  reception  tb# 
chief  of  the  village  of  Geesh.  T^iey  foupd-tHe^e^'^ 
korti^  tafeen  by  thi^  ittait  Sndh  at  cotivmced  them  iii 
oiice  of  his  capacity  and  attachment.  The  miserable 
Agows,  assembled  all  around  him,  were  too  much  in- 
t^Fe^d-ltithe  appearance  our  traveller  made,  not  to 
be  exceedingly  inquisitive  how  long  his  stay  was  to  be 
among  them.  They  saw,  by  the  horse  driven  before 
Ihem,  that  they  belonged  to  Fasil,  and  suspected,  for 
tiwt  «anie  iittifi^^ii,  that  they  were  to  main^i^  t^ta, 
mt  in  other  wtirds,  that  they  shonld  lire  ^  discre- 

tion. 
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lipp  upon  them  ns  lopg  as  they  ehooise  jtafry  there  j 
^gf  Woldp,  with  great  a^i^rBss^  had  di^pellf4  *IV94§ 
fegrs  ^Jri)Os|  as  sgpii  as  thpy  were  fpr^1^^|Bd.  lie  iq^ 
for<p<6d,them  of  jthe  kiQg's  grant  tQ  Mr.  Pfiic/B  of  tiifi 
vlll^ge^  of  GeiGsii ;  that  Fatiil's  tyr^imy  and  ^\^vi/}§ 
Woi}]d  end  th^^t  day,  and  apothf  r  master,  like  Neg*ad6 
Jl^^  iQreQrgi^,  w^s  come  to  p^s^  a  iilieerfal  time  among 
tNni^  with  a  r§$<^iat|Qn  tP  p^y  forpyery  labour  ^h^jf 
wer§  odered  to  perjfornf),  and  purch^i^e  all  thiogs  for 
fieady  mpney  :  lie  addled,  ipiOf^oye^h,  that  ng  piilitai^ 
^^Pipfjl  W^s  f\ii^iimWW^^^^  either 
ijjlithe  gpvQFOpr  of  Paijiot,  nor  jrpjp?  theip 

Resent  master,  as  he  had  no'enemies.  This  n^w^  jift^ 
«tirculate4  with  grmt  rapi^iityi  epd  gaifli^d  t^^feftt  a 
hearty  vvelcoqie  upon  ttieir  arriy^l  at  th^  village,  ij 
.  Wpldp  had  asked  for  a  ho^s€^  ffom  the  wb» 
very  civilly  had  grantee}  Mr.  B*'uee  hi^  pwB  j  it 
just  lajrge  jenpagli  to  ^erve  him ;  ^wt  ihgy  were ob|ig§4 
to  t^ke  po^ses^joB  of  four  pr  five  utlij^r?^,  jigji  were 
scarcely  settled  ifl  these,  when    ^erymt  ?^mv^4  ffom 

'  iml  ipt|pgt«  M^m  his  surfender  of  tim 
property  apd  js^vereignty  of  Gyegiih  to  15f«#je^  m 
egme^^mce  pjf  a  grant  frprp  the  king  ;  fee  feroiight 

%itj*  tiii^  ft  fe  Urgib  milk  whitft  «oWi  two  ^h^sp, 

SflfJ  two  goats;  the  i^heep  m4  g^s^ts  Mr-  Rr«ce  «0:r 
40rs|fOod  were  fVopi  W^li^t?^  y3js<9ug.    Fgtsil.^lso  Ke»4 
thfifti  six  jars  of  hydromel,  fifty  wheat  loaves  of  ^^^^ 
*  e^cejit^it  bread,  and  to  thi^S  Wpljetijt  Ya^pnisfejad  sdd- 
ed  two  iiiiddip  ^ijzed  fcoms  of  eKfleJlent  strong  .s^^^^ 
Their  heart*  w^r^^  pow  perfectly  at  ease,  p^r^d  th#y 
^%s^d  a  Tery  pf^erry  evening'.   WqWo,  ^h©  had  don© 
hii*  part  to  great  perfection^  ?od  bad  reconciled ^j^e 
ipjpds  of  ull  the  people  of  the  yiHi^ge  to  our  travellep, 
bad  »  lit|;fe  #ppfthenHioij  for  Mill^tf :  he  thought  he* 
h?id  lp!?it  .cr<edit  with  Mr.  Bruce,  and  ibeiefore  nm^ 
pieyeiJ  tlm  servant  of  Ayto  Aylp  tod^sir^  Ur,  M%m9 

vieller  a^sjtjr^d  hitp,  tMt/as  Ippgxis  h?  saw  him  acting 
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he  should  give  htlrt  ahothcf  s^^sh  on  thteir  return^  tharf 
cfrfnpl^TiT'  of  iil^  lit^tos  ht  harf  used  to  s^et  tkk  H^.- 
T\nBetti\vb\y  removed  all  bij*  fear-Is;  and  indeed,  a# 
liurg  afier  ffft  h«  was  with  thenvi  he  ^ery  day  desdrved 

Wohhr  was  now  perfedtly  happy;  he  bid  ntjrsupe-^ 
ridr  or  *py  dver  his^  actions  ;  he  ha-cf  explained  hinnrself 
tor  the  Siiruiii,  thaH  they  $h9uid  tratot  sdtiiething  tabujf 
nenfe^tirii&i;  (4^  nmke  bi^and  |w  ©«f  trav^llfers,  awl  ta 
tafte  care /of  the  management  df  their  hoii^.  Thej^ 
di4j)la5>ed  thteh*  lesser  articl^»  barfcer  to  tlie  Shifi»i> 
initf  told'bini  th^fiS«M.''i$ittiiti^e«Wle  pdrehafsel^)  smh  f# 
meW  Atid  sheep,  were  to  be  paW  in  gxildv  He  waf^ 
struck  .  with  the  appeafantje  O'f  our  travellel-s'  wealth,. 

th^at  hfr  iifsistetdi  i^rnee,they,  were  in  hit*  house*^  th^y* 
woaW  take^  .bisi  daii^htbrs  ft)y  tboir  house-keepiersi* 
^be  propost!  #ati^  i  foo.^'  f ^  onei  reftdily 

accepted.  Ht  arc^oi^dirigly  s^eut  for  three  tft  a'n  in- 
st^Qt,  and  fehey  d^liverSil  them  thdir  charge.  Thei 
eldent  k>t>k  it  upon  her  readily  ;  she  was  about  sixteea 
years  of  a^e,  of  d,  stalSure  above  4h6  middle  size^  but- 
she  was  remarkably  genteel ;  and,  colour  apart,  her 
features  woiiid  have  itoade  hter  a  beauty  in  iny  coftn- 
try  iii  Mmop^i  4%wmL^hem4bBi  ¥ery  spr%btly4  tbajF 
understood  not  one  ivord  of  h^r  language,  though  she^ 
oomprehendiBd  yery  easily  tb^  signs  that  they  tnadey 
^hk  nymph  of  the  Ifffife  tvalf  liaSied  by  nick  name  l*^^ 
pohe,  which  sigiiifies  some  animal  that  destroys  mice^ 
biit  whether  of  the  ferret  or'  snake  kind,  Mr.  Br6ce 
mmWi  not  perfectly  understand; ^sometimes  it  was  orte^ 
aiwt  Sometimes  another,  but  wilidh  it  w 
of  no  gk"eat  ioiporlance- 

After  disposing  of  some  of  their  stock  in  purchases, 
iht  thought  herself  obliged  to  render  ouir  travelU  r^  aa 
account,  and  give  back  the  residue  at  nigl^  to  Woido 
with  a  protestation  that  she  had  not  stolen  or  kept  any 
thing  to  herself.  jMtr.  Bmt^gJteefefed  upon  this  regtdiiV 
secQuntkig  m  an  uitgeherous  tr^atttit^^^  of  Iheir  beut^- 

factve 


300  TMAmm  m  mrssm&' 

Construction  o^  the  houses  near  the  s^ii^^  dF  '^e'  ltitW* 

factress*  Mr.  Bruce  called  on  Woldo,  and  made  hiiii 
pm^e#  a  parcel  that  contained  the  same  with  the 
first  commodities  they  had  given  her;  and  this  con- 
sisted of  beads^  antirooiij,  small  scissars,  knives^  and 
large  needles.  He  llidn  hroiighfc  out  a  paeket  of  the 
same  that  had  not  been  broken,  and  told  her,  they 
were  intended  to  be  distributed  aoion^  her  frien^a* 
ilii^  idiat  they  expeciatf  n<^^iic&i^  6ii  itie 

contrary,  that,  after  she  had  bestowed  these,  to  buy 
them  necessaries,  and  for  any  pm'pQse?i  she  pleased,  he 
had  still  as  many  more  to  leave  her  at  parting,  for  the 
trouble  she  had  given  herself.  Str*  Bruce  ofteii 
thought  the  head  of  the  little  savage.,  would  have 
turned  with  the  possession  of  so  much  riches,  and  so 
gteat  aonfideiit6*  Imi4  it  wa;8  iiMpossible  to  be  so 
blinded,  as  not  to  see  that  our  traveller  had  already 
made  great  progress  in  her  affections.  To  the  num- 
ber <if  irifl^i  he  addfd  oti«  oftt:>eei>f  gdid,  -^hm  about 
fifty  shillings  sterling,  which  he  thought  would  defray 
their  expences  all  the  time  they  staid ;  and*  having 
now  perfectly  arranged  iba  cfeeonom  of  tjle^r  family 
nothing  t^paain^d  blat  to^  make  tfee  proper  #bser« 
vations. 

As  the  houses  are  all  clay  and  straw,  there  was  no 
place  for  fixing  his  clock  i  he  was  therefore  obliged 
to  "employ  a  very  excellent  watch  made  for  him  by 
Eilicott.  The  dawn  now  began,  and  a  few  minutes 
afterwards  every  body  was  at  tlilif  dCFOrs^  j  every  one 
crowded  to  see  them,  and  they  breakfasted  in  public 
with  very  great  cheerfulness.  The  vvhite  cow  was 
killed,  and  every  oM  ^d  imiiei  i^^M^ 
The  Shum,  priest  of  the  river,  .would  likewise  have 
been  of  the  party,  but  he  declined  either  sitting  or 
eating  with  them,  though  his  sons  were  not  so  . scru- 
pulous. "  '    '  ^' ^ 

Once  a  year,  upon  this  principal  fountain  and  altar 
already  mentioned,  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  dog 
latatV  (o^r^  as  others  say,  eleven  days  after,)  this  priest 
assembler  the  heads  of  the  clans  j  and  li|vii>g  sacrificed 

a  black 


Uy&^tLf  ^mmhB  of  the  hthftbUaiits  of  6€^,  &ew 


a  Wack  heifer  that  never  \yove  a  calf,  thej  plunge  the 
kB^dii^lttntmhw  f^  up  in 

its  own  hide,  so  as  no  more  to  be  seen,  after  having 
sprinkled  the  hide  within  and  without  with  water  from 
the  fattnl^ln.  The  carcase  is  then  split  itt  hialf,  and 
cleaned  whh  extraordinary  Uare;  and,  thus  prepWdd, 
it  is  laid  upon  the  hillock  over  the  first  fountain,  arid 
Washed  all  over  with  its  water,  while  the  elders  or 
constderable  people  carry  water  in  theirliands  joined 
(it  mcrst  not^be  in  any  dish)  from  the  two  otber  foun- 
tains; thej,  then  assemble  upon  the  small  hill  a  little 
west  of^  St.  Mitrhaelj  (it  nsM  m  fch^^  p1#^«  whfifef* 
the  church  now  stands,)  there  they  divide  the  carcase 
into  pieces  corresponding  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  j 
atid  each  tribe  has  its  privilege,  or  pretfeiiiiions,*  ta 
particular  parts,  which  are  not  in  proportion  to  the  * 
present  consequence  of  the  several  clans.  GTeesh  has 
a  principal  slice,  though  the  most  inconsiderable  ter- 
ritory of  the  whole;  Sacala  has  the  next ;  attd'Ste^ 
gam,  the  most  considerable  of  them  all  in  power  and 
riches,  has  the  least  of  the  whole.  After  having  eaten 
this  carcase  raw,  accoHibg  t^ifcheiY^cm^  d¥atlfef 
the  Nile  water,  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  liquor, 
the^  pile  uj)  the  bones  on  the  place  where  they  sit^,  and 
bwftMftiefti  td  ifir^^ 

This  used  to  be  performed  where  the  church  now 
t5tands;  bttt  Ras  Sela  Cbristos,  having  beaten  the 
Agows,  and  being  desirous,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Jesuits,  to  convert  them  to  Christianity,  M  demolished 
their  altar  where  the  bones  were  burnt,  and  built  a 
church  upon  the  site,  the  doors  of  which,  Mr.  Bruce 
bfeH^veij^  #ereti^ver  ^^^^^  since  that  reign,  tio^i* 
there  now,  as  far  as  he  could  perceive,  any  Christian 
there  who  might  wish  to  see  it  fr?qnei)ted.  After 
Sek  CJhrktois^haddfettttr^^^  their  attkr  by  building 
this  church,  they  ate  the  carcase,  and  burnt  the  boii@l^ 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain  of  Geesh,  out  of  the  way  ^ 
of  pfofaiijition,  where  the  vestiges  of  this  ceremony 
may  yet  l>«^see»  s  but  probably  the  fa%«e  ftttenditif 

16;  \  this, 


this,  and  the  great  ihdifference  their  late;  governors 
hAmh^^ior  Christianity,  have  brodffot tkem  baefe  tn 
asmall  hillock  by  the  side  of  the  marsh,  west  of  St.' 
Michael's  church,  and  a  little  to  the  southward,  where 
they  per^m  tMs^olemnity  every  year,  and  they  will 
probably  resume  their  first  altar  when  the  church  is 
fallen  to  ruins,  which  they  are  eTery  day  privately 
bastening'.  .  i    ^vnl^  i'ii^ 

Having'  finis^hed  their  Womly  banquet,  they  carry 
the  head,  close  wrapt, from  sight,  in  the  hide,  into  the 
eayerri,  which  they  say  reaches -below  the  fountains, 
and  there,  by  a  common  light,  without  torches,  mt%.^ 
number  of  candles,  as  denoting  a  solemnity,  they  per- 
form their  worship,  the  particulars  of  which  Mr.tBruce 
jtjfe^r  could  learn  ^  itk  a  pi^^oe  ^f  freeiiva^d^nr^ 
every  body  knows,  and  nobody  ventures  to  reveaL 
At  a  certain  time  of  the  nio;ht  theyjeave  the  cave, 
hnt  at  Whattime,  or  by  •  vrh^'t  rule,  our  tra^ller  could 
not  learn  ;  neither  would  they  tell  '^him  what  became 
of  the  head,  whether  it  was  eaten  9V  buried,  or  how 
consumed.  The  Abyssiniam  bave^.  probably 
created  by  themselves,  that  the  devB  japf^ars  to  them, 
and  with  hira  they  eat  the  head,  swearing  obedience 
to  him  upon  certain  conditions,  that  of  sending  rain, 
and  a  good  season  for  their  bees  an4  cattle  j  however 
this  may  be,  it  is  certain,  that  they  pray  to  the  spirit 
residing  in  the  river,  whom  they  call  the  Everlast- 
ing God,  i,i^t-<^##  W»     ^^'^f  thr^rfd, 

God  of  Vmm^  their  Sa^iwiv  Hm^:  W%^it,  of  the 
Universe,  ^         w..      -  j^) 

l^hetr  krtijic^^  made  litr  schiple  .of 

citing  his  prayers  for  seasonable  rain,  for  plenty  of 
grass,  for  the  pregertation  of  serpents,  at  least  of  one 
kind  of  this  reptile  j  ha  also  deprecated  thunder  in 
these  prayers,  which  he  pronounced  very  pathetically, 
tiJith  a  kind  of  tone  or  song;  he  called  the  river 
"^*Moj5t  High  God,  Saviour  of  the  World  ;'4  of  the 
other  vi*»|^|j'liiA  could  m>t  well  judgeri^^b^^^^ 

t|ie  ititei^^i^^li^p  iif  W<?ld<?,    Tlmm  tltje%  fettwever, 
*  "  .  of 
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Serpeiils  held  in  high  esiiaiation. 

of  divinity  m  hich  he  ^ave  to  the  river,  he  could  per* 
fectly  comprehend  Hi^itfeotit  aitt  interpi^eler;  and  fof 
these  only  he  is  a  voucher.  - 

Mr,  Bruce  asked  the  priest,  into  whose  good  graces 
ie  liad  purposely  insinuated  himself,  if  ev&tAny  spirit 
hnd  bec^u  seen  by  him  ?  He  answered,  without  hesita- 
tion, Yes :  very  frequently.  He  said  he  had  seen  the 
spirit  the  evening  of  the  3d,  (just  as  the  sun  was  set- 
ting,) under  a  tree,  which  he  showed  our  traveller  at  a 
distance,  who  told  him  of  the  death  of  a  son,  and 
also  that  a  party  from  Fasil'sarmy  was  coming  ^  ^thati, 
being  iarfriaid^  be  eotti^lled  his  serpenrt,  who  ateffeAdily 
and  heartily,  from  which  he  knew  no  harm  was  to 
befal  him  from  his  visitors.  Mr.  Bruce  askeci  him  if 
Ire  could  prevail  on  the  spirit  to  appear  tdliiitt^  Pfe 
said  he  could  not  venture  to  make  that  requ^al,  lie 
said  he  was  of  a  very  graceful  figure  and  appearance ; 
he  thought  rather  older  than  middle  age  ;  but  he  sel- 
dom chose  to  look  at  his  facejv  be^  had  a  long  white 
beard  ;  his  clothes,  not  like  theirs,  of  leather,  but  like 
silk,  of  the  fashion  of  the  country.  Mr.  Bruce  asked 
biftt  hij^w  M  wds^^^e^^  it  was  not  atrian  f  lialattgh- 
ed,  or  rather  sneered,  shaking  his  head;  and  saying, 
"  No,  no,  it  is  no  man,  but  a  spirit."  Mr,  Bruce  then 
dl«$ired  1^  tewdw  ^hy  he  prayed  against  irhtrnder.  clle 
said  because  it  was  hurtful  to  the  bees,  their  great  re- 
venue being  honey  and  ws^x :  then,  why  he  prayed 
for  serpents?  be  replied,  because  they  taught  him  the 
comittgiyf  gi^t^  6^  etiU  It  seems  they  have  all  several 
of  these  creatures  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  richer 
*  sort  always  in  their  houses,  whom  they  take  care  of, 
ftttd  feed  h^fU'  they  undertake  a  journey,  or  any 
affair  of  consequence.  They  take  this  animal  from 
his  bole,  and  put  biitter  and  milk  before  him,  of  which 
be  is  extravagantly  fdndf  if  feido^^ndf  %fiti^^^ 
is  near  at  hand. 

Before  an  invasion  of  tbje  Galla,  or  an  inroad  of 
the  enemy,  they  say  these  serpents  diisappear^  and  are 
jQyi;rvrl|#re  to  bt  fojcmd*    Fasil,  the  sa^aKfipiif  nnd  cun- 

2  z2     '  ning 


Great  tntlit&ry  strehgth  of  the  Agows, 

ning  governor^  of  the  country,  was,  as  it^was  said, 
gr^Atiy  ^iflidt^ed^^t^  this  specif  of  <ti  vinatioa,  insomueh 
as  never  to  mount  his  horse,  or  go  from  home,  if  an 
animal  of  this  kind,  which  he  had  in  his  keeping/  re* 

^'fiiseMd  to  eat. 

The  Shum's  name  was  Kefla  A  bay,  or  Servant  of 
the  River  j  he  was  a  man  about  seventy,  pot  ver^  lean,  ' 
Ibtrt  thfltttt>  Mlf  ^fi  ntm^i  m  m  might  hav^  hem  ex- 
pected from  that  age.    He  conceived  that  he  might 
have  had  eighty-four  or  eighty-five  children;  That 

'  hfwourablie  charge  which  he  possessed  hacl  been  in  his 
family  from  the  beginning  of  the^  World,  as  he 
gined.  Indeed,  if  all  his  predecessors  had  as  nume- 
rous families  as  he,  there  was  no  probability  of  the  suc- 
cession deYofeiijg  t6i$t'#^Bi^^  He^hadl  a  long  white, 
beard,  and  very  moderately  thwk ;  an  ornament  rare 
in  Abyssinia,  where  they  have  seldom  any  hair  upaa 
tilldtrdiiti.  tta  WTttiStttf  Irfs^^^^^^  a  skin  wrapt  and 
tied  with  a  broad  belt.  Above  this  he  wore  a  cloal^ 
with  the  ,  hood  up,  and  covering  his  hegul ;  he  was 
bare-legged,  but  had  jsandals,  nuich  like  those  upon 
fineient  statues;  these,  however,  he  put  off  as  sonii^ 
as  ever  he  approached  the  bog  where  the  Nile  rises, 
which  Qur  travellers  were  all  likewise  obliged  to  do* 
Thfef  Wfel-e  allow€;d  to  drink  the  water,  but  maka  iiiO 
other  use  of  it.  None  of  the  inhabitants  of  Geesh 
wash  themselves,  or  their  clothes^  in  the  Nile,  but  in 
a  stream  tfrftt  fatlfe  frdiaa  tl#  tti^ti^fcttiii  crf^^  d^wtt 
into  the  plain  of  Assoa,  which  runs  south,  and  meet« 
the  Nile  in  its  tarn  north  wardj^paissing^he  country  of 
tfi^^fktsatifj^cwpfe       ^       p  J 

The  Agows,  in  mhme  country  the  Nile  rises,^  are:, 
in  {)pint  of  uqinber,  one  of  the  most  considerable  na- 
tTirtts  in  Ab|^{i^tnia;  when  their  whole  force  is  raised, 
which  seldom  happens,  they  can  bring,  to  the^lieM 
4000  horse,  and  a  great  number  of  foot.  They  were, 
however,  once  much  wore  powerful  j  several  unsuc- 
efiissful- battles,  and  the  pefp«|uttl^^i5n#^d!*  ^^t^^ 
have  i»uch  djminiiih#d^th#ir  stfengtb,  .  a^(je  country, 
,  '     ^  indeed^' 
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TTtiie^  rapid  put  refaction  of  Imfterpmeiiled  by  the  Moc-moco. 

indeed,  is  still  full  of  inhabitants  j  biat  from  their  hifi^ 
tory  we  learti^  thtlit  me  clan,  cAU&i  ^&^m^  mmm^ 
tained  j^in^ly  a  war  ag^ainst  the  king  himself,  from  the 
time  of  Socinios  to  that  of  Yasous  the  6re«t«  who, 
after  mW*  (yyereame  tfeetia  by  surprise'and  stratagem ; 
and  that  another  clan,  the  Denguis,  in  like  manner 
maintained  the  war  ag^aiiist  Facilidas,  Hannes  I.  and 
$^6o&Il4^^#th«^^  princes.    Their  riches, 

however^  drestijl  greatei?  tiiaii  their  power,  for  though 
their  province  in  length  is  nowhere  60  miles,  nor  half 
that  in  breadth,  yetGondar  and  all  the  neiglibouring 
lujanttf  dfep^ttd  fer  tha^  cattle, 
ney,  butter,  wheat,  hides,  wax,  and  a  number  of  such 
articles,  upon  the  Agows,  who  came  constantly  in  sews- 
fefeislow^  i  thoii^Ad  tiiid^f  fl^^  hliiidlrl^^ 
ed  with  these  commodities,  to  the  capital.  As  the  de- 
pendence upon  the  Agows  is  for  their  produce  rather 
than  on  the  forces  of  their  country,  it  has  been  a  maxim 
with  wise  princes  to  compound  with  them  •for  an  ad* 
ditional  tribute,  instead  of  their  milit^iry  service;  the 
necessities  of  the  times  have  sonietimes  altered  these 
wise  regulations,  and  between  their  attddlliiertl 
Fasil,  and  afterwards  to  Ras  Michael,  they  have 
been  Very  much  reduced,  whereby  the  state  hath  suf^ 

«  It  may  naturally  be  supposed,  that,  in  a  long  car- 
riage, such  as  that  of  an  hundred  miles  in  such  a  cli- 
iftrate,  butter  must  melt,  and  be  fn  a  state  of  fusion,, 
consequently  very  near  fbtrefaclion  ;  this  is  prevented 
by  the  root  of  an  herb,  called  Moc-moco,  yellow  in 
colour,  a»d  in  shape  nearly  resemhiing  a  carrot;  this 
they  btmm  and  mix  with  their  butter,  and  a^  vei*| 
small  quantity  pi-eserves  it  fresh  for  a  considerable 
time;  and  this  is  a  great  saving  and  convenience;  for, 
*iippoi$itig  salt  etrti*ldyed,  it  is  very  doubts  if  it 
would  answer  the  intention  :  besides,  salt  is  a  money 
in  this  country,  being  circulated  in  the  form  of 
wedges,  of  WmsJi^  *4i^tvm  the  purpose  of  tltvef  e<>in, 
and  JH  the  qhange  <if  p^Wf     that  thi«  heri  is  of  the 

utmost 


aae  *      travels  m  Aftis^jNiA,.. 

Clothing,  &c.  of  l^e  Agows.  ■ 

utmost  use  in  preventing  the  incrtfase  in  price  of  this 
Jieressary  article,  whieii  is  th^  fini^t^tpal  fdiiiUf  all 
ranks  of  people  in  this  country.  ^  ^  , 

/  Besides  the  market  of  Gondar,  ihe  neighbouring 
bk^fe  t}i#  ttwH]f-^6aiei3  Sb^^^^^^  purchase^ 

the  greatest  part  of  these  commodities  from  them,  and 
many; others,  which  they  bring  from  the  capital  when 
they  retflfrt '  tfietice ;  they  redeiirfe  lin  exchange  ele- 
phants' teeth,  rhinoceros'  horns,  gold  in  small  pellets, 
and  a  qMantitj  of  very  fine  cotton  )  of  which  goods 
they  tii^g^^  a  tnmh  g5F#;tef  quantity,  were 

ibey  fi#nt^^^  fair  way,  without 

making  inroads  upon  .these  savages  for  the  sake  of 
slaves,  and  thereby  disturbing  them  in  their  occu- 
pations of  seeking  for  gold  and  hunting  the  elephant. 

The  clothing  of  the  Agows  is  all  of  hides,  which 
they  soften  and  manufacture  in  a  method  peculiar  to 
themsili^^  ;  tfcis  they  wear  iti  tlie  raiity  ^licm, 
when  the  weather  is  cold,  for  here  the  rainy  seasons 
are  of  long  duration  and  violent^  which  still  increases 
the  m^arer  you  approldfe  iHa  IMp*  The  younger  soft 
are  chiefly  aa^ed,  the  mariiiei^  WoiU^Ji  carrying  their 
children  about  with  them  upon  their  backs;  their 
clothing  is  like  a  shirt  down  to  their  feet,  and  girded 
with  a  belt  or  girdle  about  their  middle  ;  thfe  fo^^f 
part  of  it  resembles  a  large  double  petticoat,  one  ply 
of  which  they  turn  back  over  their,  shoulders,  fasten- 
ing it  with  a/bro$iDb;  6f  skawer,  across  tlieit  brea^ffc 
before,  and  carrying  their  children  in  it  behind.  The 
wome^n  are  generally  thin,  andj,  like  the  men,  below 
lll^  midile^rase:  Ti^h^re  k  ho  stith  thing  As^barHfehA^ir 
knowii  among  them.  They  begin  to  bear  cHldreu 
fefefqre  eleven  j  the^  marry  generally  about  that  age, 
#ttd  &  mat fi^^eable  two  years  before  j  they  are  past 
diiict^heariiig  before  they  are  thirty,  though  there  are 
several  instances  to  the  contrary.   :  ■  ' 

Besides  what  they  sell,  and  what  they  pay  to  the 
governor  of  Darnctt,  th^  ows  have  ift/j^^ieiitar  tri*^ 
Swte  which  they  prtsent  io  the  kinf :  Oftrt^^^^ 

^ -  '  dabra 


367 


The  Agow  Miziker.  ^  . 

ilWii^a  of  hotiey,  each  dabra  containing'  about  sixty 
pounds  weight,  being  a  large  earthen  vessel.  Tliey 
pay,  moreover,  fifteeri  hundred  oxen  and  1000  ounces 
of  gold;  fomerly  thfe  fiumher  of  jars  of  honey  was 
foni'  thoamfidt  but  several  of  these  villages  being  daily 
given  to  private  people  by  the  king,  the  quantity  is 
diminished  by  the  quota  so  alienated.  The  butter  is 
all  soM  j  m^  f  since  the  fata}  ib4ttle  of  Benja,  the  king% 
share  conies  only  to  about  one  thousand  jars.  The 
office;r  that  keeps  the  account,  ahd  sees  the  rent  j>aid, 
tk  caifed  Agow  Miziker j  Ms  posti^f  Wot4b  <)t}^i^^ 
ounces  of  gold  j  and  by  this  it  may  be  jtidgecf  wittr 
what  economy  this  revenue  is«jCollected« 

SPfeough  Brtice  had  with  hiift'  twb  large  teotSr 
i^ilBcient  for  his  people^  ke  W^as  advised  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  houses  to  secure  their  mules  and  horses 
from  thieves  in  the  night,  as  also  from  the  assaults  of 
wild  beasts,  of  which  this  country  is  full.  Almost 
every  small  collection  of  houses  has  behind  it  a  large 
cave,  or  subterraneous  dwelling,  dug  in  the  rock^  of 
a  ppodigioti^^  istttd  wiiich  must  hw^  h^ti  a 

work  of  great  labour.  It  is  not  possible,  at  this  dis- 
tance, of  time,  to  sa^  whether  these  caverns  were  the 
attcient  habitatidhsw  the  Agows  when  they  were  Tr^o** 
glodytes,  or  whether  they  were  intended  for  retreats 
upon  any  ^,hxm  of, an  irrupliqu  of  the  Gallainto  theit 
country. 

On  the  9  th  of  November,  Mr.  Bfnjefe  having  finished 
his  memorandum  relating  to  these  remarkable  places, 
traced  again  on  foot  the  whole  course  of  this  river 
from  its  .souri*e^  to  the  plain  of  6oaM^«  Bfe  uu- 
attended  by  any  one,  havinjy"  with  him  only  two  hunt- 
ing dogs,  and  his  gun  in  his  hand.  The  quantity  of 
game>t>Fa1i  so'rte,  especially  the  dfeer kind,  was,  in- 
deed, surprising;  but  though  he  was,  as  usual,  a  very 
^uccessfii)  sportsman,  he  was  obliged,  for  want  of  help, 
ftileate^ach  deer  where  he  fell.  They  sleep  tit  tb^ 
v^itd  mtn»  a»>d  do  liot  me  till  you  are  about  to  lrea4 

u|idtt 


&jfr.  fiftice  pteftuSfe^  ift  Ilk  presteii^  ibihc  Al^ysalnians. 

upon  ihem,  and  then  stare  at  you  for  half  a  miQitte 

Our  traveller  having*  now  finished  his  businesSj 
nothing  remained  but  to  depart*    Hq  had  passed  the 
time  in  perfect  harmony ;  the  address  of  WdWo,  and 
the  gteat  attachment  of  his  friend  Irepone,  had  k6pt 
the  house  in  a  cheerful  abundance.    They  had  livecj, 
it  is  true,  too  magnificently  for  philosophers,  biit  ttisl- 
theridly  nor  riotously  j  and  probably  ftt^er  wiil  tny 
wvereign  of  Geesh  be  again  so  popular,  or  reigft'ovef 
bis  subjects  with  greater  mildness^    Mr.  Bruce  had  ^ 
priat^l^d  te^icittt  gratis,  and  killed,  for  three  days 
successively,  a  cow  each  day  for  the  poor  and  the 
neighbours.    He  had  clothed  the  high  priest  of  the 
Me  to  f<tot,  m  iklio  Ms      ^dttt,  anrf^li^- 

corated  two  of  his  daughters  with  beads  of  all  the 
colQurs  of  the  rainbpw,  ;  adding  every  other  little  pre- 
seht  ttiey  seemed  tmi  &t\  tit  that  mt  t^mmm& 
thought  would  be  agreeable.    As  for  the  amiabk  lr^^ 
pone,  he  had  reserved  for  her  the  choicest  of  his  pre- 
sents, the  most  valuable  of  every  article  he  had  with, 
him,  and  a  largfe  ^prop&rtion  of  everyone  of  them; 
he  also  gave  her  some  gold  j  but  she,  more  generous 
and  nobler  in  her  sentiments  than  the  others,  seemed 
to  pay  little  i^tt^ntion  to  these  things  that  antic>uneed 
to  her  the  separation  from  her  friends ;  she  tore  her 
iine  hair,  which  she  had  every  day  before  braided  in 
a  newer  and  more  graceful  mannet' J 'sflethiiew  herse 
upon  the  ground  in  the  house,  and  refused  to  see  our 
travellers  mount  on  horsebackf  or  take  ttieir  leave, 
and  oame  not  to  the  dt>oi*  tffl  tliey  wkm  Itlready  Mt 
1^0%.  Ihen  fallowed  them  with  her  good  wishes  itnd  her 
^yes  as  far  as^she  could  see  or  be  heard. 

Mr.  Bruce  took  his  leave  of  Kefla  Abay,  the  vene- 
Table  priest  of  the  most  famous  river  in  the  worldi  ^hfO- 
recommended  him  with  great  earnestness  to  the  care 
of  his  god,  which,  as  Strates  humourously  observed, 
mmt%t  notliing  h$$         iMt  he  hoped!  i^fee 


,  i  ,  -This  t«ir<r€lters  leare  Ge^sti,  and  retttf ft  tiy  (joitdat; 

.   ■  

would  take  him.  AU  the  young  men  in  the  village, 
with  kfKsesr&iid  slttdtSs^iSttleiidal  dti^^  to  it^ 

Michael  Sacala^  that  is  to  the  borders  of  their  own 
district,  and  the  limits  of  Mr,  Brace's  little  sove-^ 
reignty. 

On  the  10th  af  November,  1770,  Mr.  Bruce  and 
his  party  left  Geesb,  on  his  return  ^  to  Gondar,  and 
next  day  baited  at  Welled  Abea  Abbo,  the  house  of 
Sbalako.  Welled  Amlac.  This  man,  soon  after  Mr. 
Bruce's  arrival  in  Abyssinia,  had  been  recommended 
to  his  care  by  his  friend  Ayto  Aylo.  He  bad  with  him  ^ 
two  servants  one  of  whom,  M  Welt  iis  Ms  mut^ify 
was  ill  of  the  intermitting  fever.  As  our  traveller 
was  abundantly  sup|>U:cd  with  every  necessary  by  the 

that^  of  bringing  a  stranger  and  a  disease  into  his 
family*    Being,  however,  in  a  strange  counti7 
m\fs        daily  standing  in  need  of  the  assistance  of 
Its  ittblibltallti.  he  perceived  the  policy  of  read©i*il>g 
services  whenever  opportunity  offered  j  and,  accord-, 
ingly,  received  his  two  patients  with  the  best  possible 
grace.    To  this  he  was  the  more  imliieed  as  he 
informed  that  Welled  Amlac  was  one  of  the  most 
powerful,  resolute,  and  best  attended  robbers  in  all 
M^illbit^  ihm  1M»  man^  coimtry  l^^reetty  ixi  im 
way  to  the  source  of  the  Nile ;  and  that  under  his 
protection  he  might  bid  defiance  to  Woodage  Asabei| 
Vfho  was  considered  At  the  great  obstack  to  tltaf^ 
Iciurtiey.    After  several  weeks'  illness  the  patient  re- 
covered.   When  he  first  came  to  Mr.  Brace's  house, 
he  was  but  indifferently  ctotliiid  ;  and,  having  no 
change,  his  apparel  naturally  grew  worse,  so  that 
when  his  disease  had  entirely  left  him  he  made  a  very 
b^g^^rly   appearance   indeed.     One  evening  Mr. 
Brace  remarked  that  he  could  not  pi  home  to  his 
own  country  without  kissing  the  ground  before  the 
Itegh^>  by  whose  bounty  he  had  been  all  this  time 
Wfpt^i&M   If r^ipied.  Barely  n^t)  addii^  tlMt 
was  ready  to  ^0  whewiever  Mn  Bme^  should  think 
'  ^ 16,  3  A  proper 


Ayto  Aylo  apptizei  Ifr;  Bftice  of k  si^giikr  ^ 

proper  to  give  him  his  clothes.  The  latter  imagined 
thai  Wetted  ^^fttliits  fifi%ht  IfAve  broiight^^^^^  Mfti 
some  change  of  apparel,' and  delivered  it  into  >lhe 
custody  of  bur  traveller's  servant;  but,  on.  farther 
explanation^  he  found  that  bis  patient  had  not  a-rag 
but  what  was  on  his  back,  and  he  plainly  told  Mr. 
Bruce,  tha^t  \\e  would  rather  stay  in  his  house  alhhi^ 
life  than  be  m  disgraced  before  th^  ^orld  as  leatfe 
it  after  so  long  a  stay,  withGiit  his  fifst  clothing  him 
from  head  to  foot;  a^sking,  with  much,  confidence, 
"  What  signifies  your  curing  me  if  you  turn  mebut 
of  your  house  like  a  beggar.''  Mr.  Bruce  still 
thought  there  was  something  of  jest  in  this,  and 
meeting  Ayto  Aylo,  told  him,  laughing,  of  the  conver- 
gktion  tfeat  hwi  passed.  Th6¥#i&  m  dqubt,"  an- 
swered he,  very  gravely,  "  that  you  must  clothe  him  ; 
it  is  the  . custom."  And  his  servant^ too  ?"  asked 
Ifefr»^Btfii<*0*  ^  C^tsilnly,  hi*  servant  too;  ani^iflie 
Bad  ten  servants  that  ate  and  drank  in  your  house, 
you  must  clothe  them  all" — "  I  thipk/'  rejoined  our 
traveller,  **that  a  physician,  at  fhis  rsite,  had,  much 
better  lit^  his  patients  die  than  recover  them  at  his 
own  expense." — Yagoube,"  said  his  friend,  "  I  see 
this  is  not  a  custom  in  your  country,  but  here  itin-. 
v^dltMy  m  j  iStii^  if  yon  would  pass  for  a  mam%f 
consequence  you  cannot  avoid  complying  with  it,  un-. 
less  you  would  make  Welled  Amlac  your  enemy. 
The  tiim  is  opulent;  it  1§  ntit  to^the  valnfe#  Ihe 
clothes,  but  he  thinks  his  importance  among  his 
neighbours  is  measured  by  the  respect  shewn  him.by 
people  afar  off.  Never  fear,  be  wlli  ftiisklB  jbixtmtaB 
kind  of  return  j  and  as  for  the  clothes,  1  shall  pay 
for  them  ?"  By  no  means,"  replied  Mr*  Bruce;  "I 
think  the  eiistdm  sd  curious,  that  tile  ktiOWledge  of 
it  is  worth  the  price  of  the  clothes,  and  I  assure  you 
that  intending,  as  I  do,  to  go  through  Maitsha,  I  con- 
sider it  as  a  piece  of  friendship  in  you  to  have  brought 
me  under  this  obligatioilr"  AAftei:  this  explanation/ 
Mn  Bruce  iifim^diately  proicttred  the  clothes^  a  girdle, 
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atid  a  pair  of  sandals,  amounting'  in  the  wbote  to 
about  two  guineas,  which  Welled  Amlac  received 
with  the  satne  indifFerence  as  if  he  had  been  purchas- 
ing them  for  t#ftdy  money.  ^Me^  ibeii  ^sked  for  bis 
servants*  clothes,  which,  he  ob^served,  were  too  i^Oodt^ 
and  hinted.that  he  should  take  them  for  his  own  use 
when  he  arrived  at  Maitsha.  In  his  new  dress  he  re- 
p^aired  tti  the  Iteghe,  who  gave  him  strict  injunctiorts 
^  to  take  care  of  Mr.  Bruce  if  ever  he  should  come 
into  his  hands;  and  from  this  time  our  traveller  never 
knew  what  had  become  of  Welled  AMlstut  till  be 
reached  his  house  at  Welled  Abea  Abbo. 

The  master,  of  the  house  happened  to  be  from  home  ; 
bot Mr.  Mroc6  was  kindly  r^i^hed  by  his  i3vSfei  mother, 
a|rd  sisters,  who,  without  waiting  for  the  landlord, 
defected  a  cow  to  be  instantly  slaughtered.  The 
two  sisters,  about  sixteen  or  seventeen,  werebandsome 
girls ;  but  FasiFs  wife,  who  was  there,  was  the  most 
beautiful  and  graceful  of  them  all;  she  seemed  not  to 
be  more  than  eighteen,  tall,  thin,  and  of  a  very  agree- 
iife^l^  0drH^g^e  aihd  manners.  ThenfMltti^  <sf%er  fme 
were  very  regular;  she  had  fine  eyes,  m'outh,  and 
teetli,  and  dark  brown  complexion;  at  first  sight  a 
cast  of  melancholy  seemed  fd  hang  upon  her  ctrtiiif#- 
nance,  but  this  soon  vanished,  and  she  became  very 
courteous^  cheerful  aiid  the  nagst  cpnversible  of  the 
vvhdle,  or  at  feait^ishi^to  bfe  so;  %ut  imfortunatelj?^ 
she  spoke  not  a  word  of  any  language  but  Galkv 
The  two  sisters  went  out  to  assist  Mr.  Bruce's  ser- 
vants in  disposing  of  the  baggage ;  but  when  the  latter- 
had  pitched  the  tentiiStttd  were  about  to  lay  the  mat- 
tress for  sleeping  upon,  the  eldest  interrupted  them, 
and  not  being  able  to  make  herself  understood  by 
the  CJreeks,  she  look  it  up  «nd  W  mi  tif  tbe 

tent-door.  '  No  abuse  or  opprobrious  names  were 
spared  by  the  servants;  one  of  whom  went  to.  tell 
their  tnaii^^  «f  hfermp(jdett«cj,  iSttid  that,  if  they  un- 
derstood her,  she  said  he  was  to  sleep  with  her  that 
night,  adding  they  believed  they  had  got  into  a  house 

of 
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of  ihieirei^  Slid  miirderem  '  *t^ha  grrl  heffreff  m6w  en- 
tered into  a  violent  passion  ;  she  told  her  tale  to  the 
matrons  with  great  energy ,  and  a  volability  of  tofigue^ 
past  imaginatloiei,  at  which  thef  ^11 1a%1i€ld  liieikitily* 

Welled  Anilac  soon  afterwards  arrived.  >  Aaother 
coWiW^s  kUledf  great  fjleutY  of  h^clromel  produced^ 
#o4  be  ^w^e|iafed  to  !*teg^^^^^  mis  6tr6[tigei¥  M  mm^^t^ 
omlf  as  possible,  after  the  manner  of  the  cdmity^ 
Here  Mr.  Bruce,  as  he  had  often  been  before,  was 
obliged  to  overcome  his  repugnance  to  eating  raw  - 
fle$ib«  This  Polyphemus  feast  being  finished,  the 
horn  of  hydromel  weat  briskly  about.  Welled  Am- 
lac's  eldest  sister,  whose  name  was  Melectanea,  took 
a  particular  ofirargfe  otit tra^ellfeti  wfio  b^gdilito 
find  the  necessity  of  retiring  and  going  to  bed  while 
he  was  able.  Here  the  former  ^tory  was  repeated  ; 
the  Htf^ialite  etistotti  irf  i^l  Itkilsfha,  «f»d  the  mm^ 
try  of  the  Galla,  of  establishing  a  relationship  by 
sleeping  with  a  near  of  kin  was  enlarged  upon;  imd 
as  4he  young  ^lady  herself  was  there,  and  preis^ihted 
liistry^llO«t  lrf40^  during  this  polite  discussion  con- 
cerning h?r  person,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  thought  a 
greater  breach  of  delicacy  to  have  refused  than  to 
have  coti)'^l#d^  *  r 

Next  morning  Mr.  Bruce  settled  with  bis  guide 
JSor  Woldo  to  his  perfect  satisfaction,  and  the  Tatter 

"'Aylo's  servant,  in  presence  of  Welled  Amlac,  took  bis 
IfeaveV  Mr.  Bruce  was  persuaded  to  ps^ss  that  day  also 
at  this  hospitable  mansion ;  and  in  the  afterrtodii  i^^^ 
Iributed  presents  among  the  ladies.  Fasil's  wife  Was 
nbt  forgotten,  and  the  beautiful  Melectanea  was 
covered  with  beads,  handkerchiefs,  and  ribbands  of 
all  colours.  : 

On  the  13th,  having  settled  his  account  with  their 
host,  Mr.  Bruce  and  his  party  set  out  from  the  hospi- 
table li^d^e  of  BbMal^  Weifed  Ailnrtaei  who  accom- 
panied them' in  person  to  the  ford.  By  this  and  bis 
readiness  to  shew  what  he  thought  worthy  of  their 


TRAVELS  tn  ABYSSINIA. 


curiosity,  AM  iti  ilisemainiii^  the  dmt^netis 

and  situations  of  places,  he  gave  them  a  certain 
proof  that  he  was  well  contented,  and  therefQte  that 
they  had  nothing  to  fear*  They  had  both  the  pre- 
ceding-nights heard  thi|  ttdise  of  cataracts,  and  were 
i^foroied,  in  the  morning,  that  it  was  the  sound  of 
falls  in  the  river  Jemma,  near  whose  banks  this  house 
is  situated^  l^h^y  $et  out  at  eight  o'clock^  and  in  half 
an  hour  came  to  the  ford  of  the  Jem  ma,  which  is 
strong,  rugged,  and  uneven.  The  Jemma  here  comes 
from  the  east ;  \U  batiks  are  most  beautifully  shaded  * 
with  acacia  and  other  trees,  growing  as  on  the  west 
of  the  Nile,  that  is,  the  trunks  or  stems  of  the  trees 
at  a  distance,  bat  the  tops  touching  eaeii  othei",  and 
spreading  broad.  Though  growing  to  no  hel^ht^ 
tb^Se  woods  are  full  of  game  of  different  kinds,  mostly 
tlftktidwn  in  Europe.  The  bohur  is  here  in  great 
numbers;  also  the  buffalo,  though  not  so  frequent. 
There  are  two  cataracts  lo\ver  than  this  ford  of  the 
Jemma,  the  first  about  300  yards  below  the  ford, 
mi  another  larger^  Min^lfal^f  ab^ui  half  a  mile;  it 
is  not,  however,  more  than  seven  or  eight  feet  high, 
perhaps  about  ninety  feet  broad,  and  the  sheet  of 
It  ttM  eiitftrfr,  hilt  interrupted  m  many  places* 
It  falls,  however,  into  a  magnificent  basin  above  400 
yards  square,  and  very  deep,  in  which  are  large  fisfc 
in  great  plenty,  but  no  cfoeodiles*  ^ 

Mr.!  JBrfica  hatiii^mtisfied  his  curiosity  as  to  the 
Jemma,  began  to  reproach  his  attendants  about  the 
panic  which  they  felt  the  night  before  on  hearing 
froim  Welled  Amlac  that  it  would  N  Httipos^'ble  to 
proceed  to  the  ford  of  the  Abay,  on  account  of  a 
quarrel  between  two  neighbouring  Shums.  You 
i6ei^,^'%^ttid  h€f,  ^^  vt^llaidaiiger  there  Im.  Welled  Amiae 
is^  with  us,  upon  a  mule,  without  lance  or  shield,  and 
accompanied  only  by  two  naked  servants-''  Tfcough 


374  TRAVELS  IN  ABYSSiNFA. 


imttialfltfety  iap|lMh^l^V  i*t  part,  what  Mr;  Bruce 
meant  to  say.  "  You  are  now  in  Maitsha/'  he  ob- 
served, "and  not  in  my  countryj  which  is  Goutto| 
yua  ia¥ti  itow  itr  the  a&aht^^^^^     AH  Abyssitiia, 

where  the  brother  kills'his  brother  for  a  loaf  of  bread 
of  which  he  has  no  need :  ^ou  ^are  in  a  country  of 
Pagans  or  dogs,  (Jsktk  ^trtJ  worse  ttfa^  if^ver 
you  meet  an  old 'Bian  here,  he  is  a  stranger;  all  that 
ar^  natives  die  by  the  lance  young  j  and  yet,  though 
the  two  chieftains  I  mentioned  fight  to-day,  unarmed 
as  1 4tiii  you  are  in  no  danger  while  I  am  with  yoir. 
These  people  of  Maitsha,  shut  up  between  the  Jem- 
nia,  the  Nile,  and  the  Lake,  cannot  obtain  what  they 
want  biat  from  the  Agows;  they  come  to  the  same 
market  with  us  Jiere  in  Goutto.  The  fords  of  the 
...Jemrpa,  they  know,  are  in  m^  hands  j  and  did  they 
difef  atn  injury  to  a  friend  of  tnm^  #ere  it.  bhtr  tcr 
>vhistle  as  he  passed  them,  they  know  I  am  not  gen- 
tle; they  are  sensible  that  though  not  a  Galla,  I 
should  one  day  or  ottr^r  Catt  theifi  to  acii?dtiht,  ihotigtf 
it  were  in  the  bed-chamber  of  their  master  Fasil/' — 
"  Your  master  too.  Welled  Aralac,  with  your  leave,'* 
replied  Mr.  Bruce.  "Yes,  mine  too,"  said  he,  "by 
f6rce,Jbut  he  never  shall  be  by  inclination,  after  mur- 
dering Kasmati  Eshte.  He  calls  me  his  brother,  and 
believes  me  his  friend.  You  saw  last  night  one  of 
his  wives  whbida  fla  leaves  at  my  house,  but  t  hope 
still  to  see  him  and  his  Galla  slaughtered,  as  the  cow 
was  in  my  house  yesterday  ."—"  I  am  surprised,"  said 
Mr*  l^aoe,  ^^Hmt  fom  house  was  spared,  and  that 
Ras  Michael  did  not  burn  it  in  either  of  his  passages 
through- Maitsha^  3769/'  answered  Welled 

Attilac;  was  tiot  with  Fasil  at  Fagitta,  and  Cfre 
Has  passed. the  Nile  above  this,  far  beyond  the  Kelti ; 
after  which  I  returned  with  him  to  Gondar.  When 
in  the  secjuel  all  Maitsha  joined  Fasil,  I  went  with 
my  people  to  meet  Michael  at  Derdera,  as  I  knew 
he  mu$t<pasy^  the  Nile  hera^  opposite  to  Ahbo»  or  else 
>^^!r:ri^  '  '  ^  '  -  try 
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try  to  cross  atDelakus,  which  was  then  swollen  with 
rain,  and  titifc^dable :  but  apprehemiva^  leiit  iMafefaibg' 
still  higher  up,  along  the  Nile,  to  find  a  ford,  he  might 
.  burn  my  house  in  his  way,  I  joined  him  the  night  be- 
f6t6  he  knew'  of  Powossen's  revolt.    The  next  mprn-. 
ing  was  that  of  his  retreat,  and  he  chose  me  to  ac- 
CQmpan|  him  across  the  Nile,  still  considering  me 
Its  hit  frrend ;  and,  thetefore,  perhaps,  he  would  have 
done  no  harm  to  my  house."    "  So  it  was  you,"  said* 
Mr.  Bruce,  **  who  led  us  that  day  into  the  cursed 
clay-hole  which  you  call  a  ford,  where  so  many  people 
and  beasts  were  maimed  and  lost."    He  replied :  j^flt 
was  Fasil's  spies  that  first  persuaded  Michael  to  pass 
there  or  at  Kerr.    1  kept  hiip  to  the  place  where,  you 
passed  j  you  Wottfd  hai?^  all  jierishiBd  itt  Kferr,  This, 
to  be  sure,  was  not  a  good  ford,  nor  passable  at  all 
except  in  summer,  unless  by  swinimingi  but  so  many 
mm  crossing' had  ma3^  Tt  Miit  vrd^^^^^ 
yon  remember  \yhat  a  storm  it  was?  what  a. night 
of  rain!  O  Lady  Ma,riaqq,  always  a  virgin,  said  I, 
while  they  struggled  in  the  mud  and  clay,  0  holy 
Abba  Guebra  MenfusKedus,  who  never  ate  ar#lt&k 
from  his  mother's  womb  till  his  death,  will  you  not 
open  the  earth  that  all  this  accursed  multitude,  may 
li^^d  alive  inio  hell,  like  Dathan  md  AbiramF"— 
A  charitable  prayer,  truly  !'l  replied  Mr.  Bruce, 
^*  I  thank  you  for  it,  Welled  Aqdac  j  first  for  carrying 
lifr  ^tiiir  that  i^hsirming  ford,  Where,  with  one  w  tfe 
strongest  and  ablest  horses  in  the  world,  I  had  nearly 
perished ;  and,  secondly,  for  your  pious  wish  to  dispose 
us  out  of  the  regions  of  raj|ri  and  cold,  into  s^aeh 
warm  quarters  in  company  with  Dathiiti^and  Abiram." 
— I  did  not  know  you  were  there,"  rejoined  he: 
heard  that  you^had  staid  at  Gondar  to  bring  up  the 
black  horse.    I  saw,  indeed,  with  the  Ras,  a  white 
man  who  had  a  good  hanger  and  gun ;  but  his  mule 
was  weak,  and  he  himself  seemed  sick.    As  I  returned 
I  Gould  have  carried  him  off  in  the  nighty  but  !  said, 
perbfipt  It    the  brother  of  Yag^tibe^  my  friend  and 
*  physician  j 
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physician ;  he  is  white  like  him ;  ar>d  for  your  sake 
I  left  biio/'*--^  Alitff  iay,''  asked  Mr.  Bruce,  "  what 
did  you  after  we  passed  the  Abay?''  "After  I  had 
seen  that  devil,  Ras  Michael,  over,''  said  Welled  Am- 
Jais^  **  I  r^tariied  under  the  pretext  of  as^sl^tllig^^ICd^^^ 
Yasous  there  J  and,  being*  joined  by  all  my  people,  we 
fell  upon  the  stragglers  wherevier  we  could  find  them^ 
Wdk  17  guns,  it  h^km,  irtid  about  ^ckr  ittitles 
•  and  asses  laden,  and  so  returned  home,  leaving"  the 
rest  to  Fasil,  who^  if  he  had  been  a  man,  should 
lia*e  tnt  you  all  to  pieces  the  following  day/* — And 
wfiat  did  you,"  inquired  our  traveller,  *^  with  these 
stragglers  whom  vou  met,  and  robbed  ?  did  you  kill 
them?'*— W  answered  Amlac: 

"  we  spare  notte.  ^^Ml^i^  dem  man  an  injury  and 
leave  him  alive  to  revenge  it  upon  us  afterwards.  But 
it  was  really  the  same;  they  were  all  sick  and  weak, 
md  tlte^  kfmm  mHuld  have  finish^  tMSi  tile 
morning  ;  so  it  was  savirig  them  juj^t  so  mucb suffering 
to  kill  them  outright  the  night  before  |  and  I  assure 
you,  Yagotfbe^  wte^v^i^  Jy^rtt  ttedy  thifrk,  tirat  I  did 
not  do  it  out  of  malice/'  This  conversation  suffi- 
ciently illustrates  Amlac's  ideas  of  mercy j  and  the 
iqode  of  warfare  practised  in  bit  tkitserabfd  country. 

Towards  evening  the  travellers  arrived  at  the  banks 
of  the  Abay,  where  they  found  the  two  hostile  chiefs 
encamped  opposite  to  each  other,  the  pne  on  the  west, 
the  other  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  They  had 
settled  all  their  differences,  and  had  each  killed  seve- 
ral cows  to  regale  themselves  and  their  friends,  which 
was  all  the  blood  shed  that  day. 

The  Nile  is  here  a  considerable  river,  its  breadth 
being  at  this  time  full  three  quarters  of  an^Enfflish 
mtlewt  The  cafi**it  fe^ery  gentle,  and  wfaerb  feep, 
you  can  scarcely  perceive  it  flow.  The  banks  on  the 
east  side  were  very  high  and  steep ;  and  on  the  west, 
at  the  first  entrance^  me  botfdoi  m  mk  and  bad,  the 
water  four  feet  and  a  half  deep  ;  but  you  sink  above  * 
another  foot  in  the  clay.    Our  travellers  gained  with 

difficulty 
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difficulty  the  middle  of  the  river,  where  the  bottom 
was  firm,  and  tli^  they  rested  a  little.    Whilst  they 
were  wading  naar  the  other  side,  they  found  foul 
ground,  but  the  water  was  shallow,  and  th^  banks 
IdW  and        %  nM&ttd7  The  river  side,  as  fkr^  as 
they  could  *see,  was  bare  and  destitute  of  wood  of  any 
kind,  oitty  bordered  with  thistle^  aqd  hi^h  grass,  and 
tBie  w^fe^  tihg^  ^feep  with  led  eaitii,  of  which  its 
banks  are  composed.  This  passage  is  called  Delakus, 
aod  is  passable  from  the  end  of  October  to  the  middle 
of  May.    Immediately  on  the  top  of  the  hill  ascend- 
ing from  the  river  is  the  tmall  town  JSif  Belakus, 
which  gives  this  ford  its  name ;  it  is  more  consider- 
able in  appearance  than  the  generality  of  these  small 
towns  or  nllaggg-  in  Aby^m%  iMseaoi^'  itiH^^it^d  by 
Mahometans  only,  a  trading,  frUgat,  ihtditgent,  and 
industrious  people. 

Thdr  tJOMiittbiy  Welled  Attilao,  put  oariifavefllers 
in  mind  of  the  service  he  had  rendeted  them,  and  they 
were  not  unmindful  of  him'.  He  had  been  received 
with  very  great  respect  by  the  combatants  on  the  east 
bank,  and  it  i^.  incredible  with  what  expedition  he 
swallowed  near  a  pound  of  raw  flesh  cut  from  the 
buttocks  of  the  animal  yet  alive.  After  some  horas 
<if  hydromel,  he  pas^d  10%  *  the  other  ^e,  where  ne 
was  received  with  still  more  affection,  if  possible,  by 
Welleta  Michaelj,  the  other  chief,  and  thtere  he  began 
agairirfO^at  the  taw  meat  wi^  an  appetite  as  keen 
as  if  he  had  fasted  for  whole  days;  he  then  consigned 
our  travellers  to  Ayto  Welleta  Michael,  his  friend, 
who  furnished  them  with  a  servant  to  conduct  them 
on  their  way,  while  he  himself  remained  that  liigbt  at 
the  ford. 

They  left  the  ford  at  five  in  the  evening ;  and,  pur- 
suing their  journey  north,  they  parsed  the iiuaR  tbwn 
of  Delakus,  continuing  along  the  hill  among  little 
spots  of  brush-wood,  and  small  6elds  of  corii  ioter- 
mixed.  S^b^A  riiey  reached  ^  village  ofl^^oogue 
it  was  night,  att4  they  could  ' proceed 'no  farther 
,        b3  They 
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1i*}ke  fever  denominated  Nedad* 

-  f  •  ^-'-y^^-^ — 

*l?b#3^  fanTid  the  inhabitants  of  Googue  tbie  tofist 
savage  and  inhospitable  people  they  |jad  yet  nnet  with. 
On  no  account  would  they  suffer ^our  travellers  to 
enlef  llieif  boiJ^s^  attd  they  vvei*^  f^comeqiiently 
obliged  to  remain  without  the  greatest  part  of  the 
night.  At  last  they  were  conducted  to  a  house  of 
gbod  ajppaaranee,  Ibat  dotttd  ii6t  {it^eiif^  food  ^ith^t 
for  threiB^rfelves  or  their  hdrses.  As  it  had  rained  vio- 
lently in  the  evening,  and  they  were  all  wet,  they 
kindled  a  large  fire  in  the  ttiiddle  of  the  house,  which 
they  kept  up  all  nighti  as  well  for  a  guard  as  to  dry 
themselves,  and  to  this  precaution  t^ey  probably 
owed  their  lives:  for  they  found  in  tb^  morning  that 
the  wfattte  vilkge  was  sick  of  the  ^i*«r,*  and  that 
two  families  had  died  out  of  the  house  into  which 
they  had  been  put.  Weary  and  wet,  Mr.  Bruce  had 
niept  on  the  g*routid  by  the  iire  ^s:i;vliofe'  fidiiri  j  »tici 
on  receiving  this  information,  though  really  well,  he 
could  no^t  persuade  himself  that  there  was  not  some 
sytnptom  of  fever  upon  hit».  By  way  of  precaution 
he  took  a  dosse  of  batk  infosed  in  aqua  vitae,  and  by 
burning  abundance  of  myrrh  ;and  frankinicence,  and 
fumigating  themselves,  our  travellers  obviated  any 
ill  consequences  that  might  have  ensued. 

This  fever,  which  prevails  in  all  low  grounds  and 
plains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  rivers,  is  a  malignant 
tertian,  called  MBBad^  m  hntning.  Iri  thevlast  stagfe  irf 
the  distemper  the  belly  swells  to  an  enormous  size, 
and  the  body  very  soon  after  death  smells  intolerably ; 
Irtr  whi<^b  reaiott  they  bury  the  corpse  itbtfii^diately 
after  the  breath  is  out,  and  often  within  the  hour. 

The  country  about  Googue  is  both  fertile  and  plea- 
sant, all  laid  out  in  wheat,  and  the  grain  good.  The 
village  itself  commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  lake 
Tzana,  whilst  the  mountains  of  Begemder  and  Ka^ 
roota,  that  is  the  whole  ridge  along  Foggora,  appear 
dTstitti^ly^dougb,  but  sunk  tew  atid:  tre&r  tbe  li<)fi^tHi, 
Ob  the  morning  of  the  14th  our  travellers  quitted 
this  inhospitable  place  and  pursued  their  journey. 


;^  -  '^'^       -  -  "-  '  t  ■t...--.-..o  II. -J  -  ■  _  j-^-r^'  .        '  . '  ■ 

I!iaft)s!i4-%dv^fa«lf  fey  ifiniety^nme  Shums. 

The  province  of  Maitsha,  which  they  were  now 

,  an  appendage  to  the  office  of  Betwudet,  to  whom  it 
pays  two  thousand  ounces  of  gold.  The  people  are 
originally  of  those  0atk  of  the  Abay.  Yasons 
the?' Great  proving  victorious  in  his^  wars  with  that 
plgople^  who^  in  many  precedin^.reigns,  had  laid  waste 
the  pfovhifces  df  Oojam  ahd  Damot,  transplanted 
many  of  them  into  Maitsha,  placing  part  along  the 
Nile,  to  guard  the  passes.  His  successors  at  different 
times  followed  his  example;  and  these  people  being 
conVetted  to  Christianity,  at  least  to  such  Christian 
nity  as  is  professed  in  Abyssinia,  have  increased  ex- 
ceedingly, and  amounted  before  the  war^  in  1768,  to 

The  capital  of  Maitsha  is  Ibaba,  where  is  a  house 
or  castle  belonging  to  the  king.  The  town^is  on'e  of 
the  largest  in  Abyssinia,  little  inferior  to  Gondar  in 
$ize  and  opulence,  and  has  a  daily  market.  It  is 
governed  by  an  officer,  called  Ibaba  Azage,  whose 
employment  is  worth  600  ounces  of  gold,  and  is  gene- 
rally conferred  on  the  principal  person  in  the  pro- 
vince, to  keep  him  firm  in  his  allegiance,  as  a  con- 
siderable territory  is  attached  to  this  office.  The 
crtfttBtiry  jN^IqM  ^Ib^tii  Ibtlbst  tfe*'tttdst  fiifeas^^^^ 
fertile,  not  of  Maitsha  only,  but  of  all  Abyssinia,  es- 
pecially that;  part  called  Kollela,  between  lbc|.ba  and 
Gojam,  wt3(et#  a^l  the  principal  Omtm  teaf#  li&tj«fs 
and  posse^iom,  wMeh  have  deseertded  to  them  If oifi 
their  respective  ancestors  when  kings. 

Though  Maitsha  is  peculiarly  the  appendage  of  the 
Bei#adig£y  and  gdV€ra#d  by  him,  yet  it  has  a  parti- 
cular government  of  its  own.  The  ninety-nine  Shums, 
who  are  each  a  distinct  family  of  Galla,  chuse  a  king, 
like  thfe  l^Hg^atti-Galla,  every  seV^rith  y^ar,  with  All 
the  ceremonies  anciently  observed  while  they  were 
Pagans^  and  these  governors  possess  much  mor^  iu- 
flti^l^e  tliafati  than  the  Kiftg  or  Ihe  Betwudet. 
Hetie^9  in  MrvBrflce's  time  at  leasts  they  were  in 
*  ,  -3  B  2  constant 
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constant  rebellion,  by  which  their  number  was  grently 
diminished^  so  that  it  dM  then  exceed  10,000 
men;  Ras  Michael  having  every  where  destroyed 
their  houses,  and  carried  into  slavery  their  wives  and 
cMdr^u^  itfeo,  being  sold  to  Matiometan  merchanii, 
were  transported  to  Masaiah,  and  thence  to  Arabia, 

On  the  I9th  Mr.  Bruce  sent  forward  his  attendants 
and  baggage  t^  Oondar,  where  th^y  afW¥ed  at  one 
o'clock,  while  he  himself  proceeded  to  Koscam^  ac- 
companied t>nly  by  one  servant^  from  the  desire  of 
fii^aiitly  fcnBwmg  the  nUtt  of  Clbbf0  Estfaeir* i  healthy 
and  of  avoiding  Fasil  till  he  knew  a  littJe  more  eon- 
cerning  Ras  Michael  and  the  King. 
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iff.  Brti^^  imval  at  Gondar,  he  fonrid  that 
capital  surroanded  by  several  bodies  of  troops  under 
the  conduct  of  some  of  the  chief  men  of  the  Abyis- 
sinian  court,  all  of  whom  were  in  arms^  though  still 
AfetiMf  the  defensive/  Our  tmvinei^ti^^ 

see  the  queen,  who  had  retired  to  her  apartment  under 
the  pretence  of  devotion,  but  rather  from  disgust  and 
^eliini^h&tyv  *n  perceiving  that  levery  thing,  however 
the  contrary  might  be  intended,  seemed  to  conspire 
to  bring  about  the  return  of  Ras  Michael,  an  event 
whMi  she  dreaded;  more  than  any  other.  He  then 
repaired  to  the  residence  of  Ozoro  Esther,  and  tbtare 
found  the  Acab  Saat,  Abba  Salama,  who  had  excom- 
inunicated,  and  afterwards  contrived,  the  murder  of 
her  uncle  Kasmati  Eshte,  and  had  also  a  principal 
share  in  that  of  Joas  himself.  He  bad  sent  to  Fasil, 
as  the  latter  informed  Mr.  Bruce,  desiring  that  he 
might  tKit  )m  permitted  to  pfdi^eed  to  the  bead  of  the 
Nile,  and  that  from  no  other  reason  but  hatred  to  him 
as  a  Frank,  They  bowed  at  meetipg,  like  two  not 
very  eordia!  fi^ieiids,  Atrd  lie  iutbiedid^ely  began  a 
very  ill-natured  admonitory  discourse,  addressed  for 
the  most  part  to  Ozoro  JBs^tber,  on  the  mischief  of 
suffering  Fr$nk$  tci  t^imm  at  liberty  in  the  country. 
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atld  to  ojeddle  in  ^^Itil  ^  ^  If  it  be  me,  father?**  smA 
Bi^Dce,  interrupting  hicn  with  a  laitgh,  "  whom 
you  mean  by  the  word  Frank,  I  have,  without  your 
advice^  gone  whither  I  intended,  and  returned  in 
safety;  and^  M  fo*  y43rttr jeototti*^^^^  I  will  give  you  a 
very  handsome  present  to  put  me  safely  out  of  it  in 
any  direction  you  please  to-morrow,  the  sooner  the 
Betfeh**  'M^  tMs  itistaiit  Aylo  Cotiftt  ente^^d  the 
apartment,  and  catching  the  concluding  words,  asked 
Mn  Bruce,  in  a  very  angry  tone:  Who  is  he  that 
trishei  you  out  of  tli&  etitontry  ?'^^**  1 -do, -^^^ 
and  heartily,'*  said  Mr. Bruce,  *^for  one;  but  what 

*  you  have  just  heard  vvas  in  consequenpg  of  a  friendly 
piece  of  advice  that  Ahhk  Sakmt^  hai^  been  giving 
ine." — "  Father,  father,''  said  Confu,  turning  to  him 

,  very  sternly,  •'do  you  not  think  the  measure  of  your 
good  deeds  is  yet  near  full?  Do  you  not  see  this 
place,  Kasmati  Eshte'& house,  surrounded  by  the  troti|>$ 
of  my  father  Michael,  and  do  you  still  think  your- 
self in  safety,  when  ypu  have  so  lately  excommuni- 

he,  "  turning  to  his  mother,"  what  dogs  the  people 
of  4|iig  qouutry  are ;  that  Paj|an  there,  who  c^lls  bim- 
self  a  0hrist!ftu,  icharittiibf|  jsieornttiiBttded  it  tb  Fasil 
to  rob  or  murder  YagQtt1b%^&  stranger  offending  no- 
body, when  he  got  him  among  his  Galla  dn  Damot. 
This  did  not  succeed.  He  then  persuaded  Woodage 
AsSthal  1to  send  a  party  of  robbers  from  Samseen  to 
^  intercept  him  in  Maitsha.  Coque  Abou  Barea  him- 
self told  me  it  was  at  that  infidel's  desire  he  sent  WeU 
l€ftti#ek«fii^j  0f  #aesque,  with  a  party  to  cut  Mi^  olSTv 
arid  that  they  narrowly  missed  him  at  Degwassa— 
and  all  this  for  what?  I  could  swear  they  .would 
uot  faiaVe  fdurt'd  tenr  dunces  of  gold  upon  him,  except 
Fasil's  present,  and  that  they  durst  not  touch." — 
*^But  God,  rejoined  Qzpro  Ksth^r^  "saw  the  inte- 
grity of  his  heart,  and  that /his  ban(fy  W6t^  cieau; 
which  is  not  the  case  with  the  men  in  this  country." 
'       And  therefore,"  said  Confu,,  "  he  ma^a  Fasil  his 

9  friend 
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,         Mr*  Btucb  escapes  frc>tiK  !Qii$jQ^,^0(^^  perils. 

frrencl  and  protector,  Wooda^er  Asajb#l%  party  fell 
in  with  an  officer  of  Welleta  Yasous,  who  cut  them 
all  to  pieces,  while  robbing  some  A^qws/'  Then 
f0it^  il^m  the  place*  whtere  he  wajr  sitting'  at  his 
lii^thsifrs^  tmtr  with  an  elevated  voice  and  a  furious 
countenance,  turning  to  Abba  Salama,  he  exclaimed 
•'And  I,  too,  am  now  nobody;  a  boy!  a  child  !jt 
mockery  to  three  such  .Ikgan  infidels  as  yoii,  l%si]^ 
and  Abou  Borea,  because  Ras*  Michael  is  away  !'' 
—"You  are  excommunicated  Copfu,"  said  the  Acab 
BMif  wilh  great  ^ot»pos(ire,  and  without  any  deeming 
anger;  "you  are  excommunicated  if  you  say  I  ajn 
an  infidel  or  Pa^an j  I  am  a  Christian  priest/'-^ 
A  prifest  retorted  Confu^  in  a  v©he4 

ment  passion — ."  wine  and  ^omen,  gluttony,  lying*, 
and  drunkenness — these  are  your  gods  !  Away  con- 
tinued he,  putting  his  hand  to  his  knife  ;  "  by  St. 
Michael  I  swear,  ten  days  shall  not  pass  before  I 
teach  both  Coque  Abou  Barea  and  you  your  duty; 
Come,  Yagoube ;  come  and  see  my  horses  ;  when  I 
hftve  put  a  gd^d  tiian  m  each  W  thew,  We  i«rill 
gether  hunt  your  enemies  to  Sennaar."  He  then 
swung  hastily  put  of  the  door,  followed  by  M  r.  Bruc^,r 
leattn^  Ahfea  ^alannia  dying  with  fear,  a^  O^^i? 
1iM;her  afterwards  related,  and  saying  only  tq  her  m 
he  went  away  :  "  Remember,  I  did  not  excommuni- 
cate him."  From  this  conversation  Mr,  Bruce  first 
learned  what  imminent  dangetl^^h^  had  escaped  dtitifrg 
his  recent  e?^pedition  to  the  sources  of  the  Nile. 

It  was  fiot  till  the  23d  of  November,  that  he  hj|d  an 
iriter^ifew  wWi  the  Iteghfe.  She  settt  forlti^  early 
in  the  morning,  and  had  a  large  breakfast  prepared. 
She  looked  much  worn  and  indisposed.  When  Mr. 
Brace  fit§t^^  her  presence,  he  knelt  with  his^ 

forehead  to  the  ground.  She  assupjed  a  very  seriQU$ 
countenance,  and,  without  desiring  him  to  rise,  said 
gravely  to  those  about  her :  ^Ph^ere^  Bee  tha£  mad- 
%man,  who  in  times  like  thes%  Wh^^  thl^tiaiives 
of  the  country  are  Jiot^afe  in  mt  owii  hoiis^si  rashly^ 

against 
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^  against  all  adtSdfe,  runs  oot  itito  the  fields  ta  be  hunted 
like  a  wild  beast  by  every  robber,  which  tliis 
country  is  full/'  She  then  made  him  a  sign  to  rise, 
which  he  did^  and  kissed  her  band.  Madam,  said 
fc^i  ^  if  I  did  thk,  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  good 
lessons  your  Majesty  deigned  to  give  me/' — ^^  MeT' 
said  she,  ^witb  surprise,  "  was  it  I  that  advised  you; 
at  atoeb  a  time-aiSf  tm^^  to  put  yDurself  in  the  way  of 
nren  like  Coque  Abou  Barea,  and  Woodage  Asahel^ 
to  be  ill-used,  robbed,  and  probably  murdered  — 
**  H<»,  madam,'''  replied  lil^  Broce>  **you  certainly 
nwer  did  give  me  such  advice  3  but  you  must  own 
that  every  day  1  have  heard  you  say,  when  you  was 
threatened  by  a  triultitade  of  powerful  enemies,  that 
you  was  not  afraid,  you  was  in  God's  hands,  and 
not  in  theirs.    Now,  madam,  Providence  has  hitherto 

Erotected  you  :  I  have,  in  humble  imitation  of  you, 
ad  the  same  Christian  confidence  ;  abd  1  have  sue* 
qeeded.  1  knew  I  was  in  God's  hands;  and,  there- 
fore, valued  not  the  bad  intentions  of  all  the  robbers 
In  Abyssinisi*^'^  " 

A  different  sort  of  interview  was  ^ that  which  Mr.^ 
Bruce  soon  afterwards  bad  with  Socinios,  the  monarchy 
lntHy  ^efer&t^^^     the  tb^Ofie  by  the  intriguer  of  tfte 
li^h^ttd  hfer  party.    Hi|h|^rtO  ojflr  traveller  had  had 
no  intercourse  with  the  usurper,  never  having  been 
in  his  presence,  excepting  at  the  trial  of  the  mur- 
derer of  Joas;  neither  liad  hi^  mf  Reason  to  think 
that  Socinios  knew  him,  or  cared  more  for  him  than 
any  Greek  in  Gondar,    He  had,  however,  aNgood 
fri^d  at  edttrt^  whfr  waki@d  i»*^hefl  he  «lept,  ^nd  di«^ 
not  suffer  him  to  remain  unknown.    This  ^^as  Abba 
Salainaji  who,  on  the  6th  Eleceuibet^  instiga.ted  the 
Im^ Ib one m  U^4tmtkm^^ to  «al]|t Ig^i^i^ 
jpi^aee  at  night,  attended  by  a  numbeif  of  baitdlMtIo 
plunder  several  houses.    Among  these  devoted  houses 
was  that  of  Mf.  Bruce,  who  fortunat^y  happened  to 
If^  0  J&Oscam.    Every  thiog  th«t  could  be  carried  > 
'  »waf  was  stolen  or  broken  j  aiiiOBf  ;the  re$t  ft  reflect- 
ing 
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Account  of  Socinios. 


ing  telesco[3e,  a  t^ai^tii^i^ir  Atid  tHai^dtSrteter ;  a  great 
number  of  papers  and  sketches  of  drawings  were 
also  torn  and  burot„  The  next  object  of  attack  was 
tlie  feeuse  of  M^tieat  Aga,  one  of  whose  servants 
BBmpiA^  into  a  church-yard,  the  other  being  slaltt,  m 
it  was  said,  by  the  hand  of  Socinios  himself. 

The  following  morning  Mr.  Bruce  received  a  mes- 
mg€  to^  repair  to  the  palace,  whither  he  accordingly 
went,  and  was  immediately  admitted.  Socinios  was 
sitting',  his  eyes  half  closed,  red  as  scarlet  with  the 
pifeceding  night^s  deifentueh;  he  appear^il  to  be  at  that 
moment  much  in  liquor  ;  his  mouth  full  of  tobacco, 
sqiiirting  the  spittle  to  a  great  distaacej^  and  had  so 
eoifer^d  the  floor  with  it,  that  it  was  with  great  difi- 
ficulty  Mr.  Bruce  could  chuse  a  clean  place  to  kneel 
and  make  his  obeisance.  He  was  dressed  like  the  late 
king,  but  in  every  other  respect  was  so  unlike,  that 
our  traveller  was  filled!  ^itbtofror  ilM  d^^^^ 
beholding  the  throne  so  unworthily  occupied.  In 
short,  nothing  could  describe  him  more  exactly  than 


^  A  murderer,  and  a  villaiUi  -  ^  ^ 

A  stove  that  is  not  the  isi?iitii*li  g^e^  Ijfilife 
Of  your  preceding  terdf  ^  uri^  i^f  ^h)g%  ^  • 

A  cut-purse  of  the  empire  attd  lh^  l^ii^'  ;         '  • 
That  from  a  shelf  the  prec^^i)|  ;4fi^@]||  ^i% 
*  ,    A  od  put  it  in  his  pocket ; 
f        A  king  of  shreds  and  patdhes. 

It  requires^  as  Mr.  Bruce  justly  observes,  some- 
thing^ of  rn^jate  royalty  to  persoti^W  a  ^ 
When  our  traveller  rose  and  stood  before  him,  he 
seemed  disconcerted  and  unprepared  to  speak. 
had  Very  few  persons  about  him,  except  servants,  most 
of  the  people  of  distinction  having  left  Gondar  and 
accompanied  FasiL  After  two  or  three  squirts 
through  his  teeth;  and  a  whisper  from  his  brother 
C^hr^fiiation,  whom  Mr.  Bruce  had  never  before  seen, 
^  Wherefore  is  it,"  said  he,  "  that  yoflt^  who  are*.a 
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Conversation  of  Mr.  Bruce  with  Soc'mios. 


great  ttian,  do  not  attend  the  j^k^fe?  Wgm 
stantly  with  Tecla  Haimanout,  the  exile  or  usurper, 
in  peace  or  war:  You  used  to  ride  with  him,  and 
clwert  Mm  with  yotif  tricks  m  ^immhkek^  and  I  fee* 
lieve  ate  and  drank  with  him.  Where  is  all  the 
money  you  received  from  Ras  el  Feel,  of  which 
|ff<^|ij0e.i  ^iii -ifill^ld^  titfe  sfi41  g^iire¥niih  though 
yc>U  COtomal  it?  How  dare  you  keep  Yasine  in  that 
government,  and  not  allow  Abd  el  Jelleel,  who  is 
my  slave,  appointed  to  govern  that  province  — ^Mi', 
Broce  waited  with  patience  till  he  had  finished,  and 
with  a  slight  inclination  of  his  head,  thus  replied  : 
- — I  am  no  gteat  man  even  in  my  own  country  ;  one 
proof  <^-tlii#f$  being  here  in  yMf%.  I  ^irrived 
in  the  time  of  the  late  king,  and  I  was  recommended 
to  him  his  friends  in  Arabia.  You  are  perfectly 
1^1  Itifetmt^  m  t»  thiB  gteat  tt1«dtieM  he  altti:1fo!ig 
shewed  me,  but  this  was  entirely  from  his  goodness 
and  no  merit  of  mine.  I  never  ate  or  drank  with 
him  ;  it  w#f  ati  hottour  I  Was  itt<?a^ble  pf  jispiring  to. 
Costoo*  to  e^ablished  thlEf  eoiifpar^^  Bttd  I  saw  no 
pleasure  or  temptation  to  transgress  this  custom,  had 
it  been  at  my  option,  as  it  was  not.  I  have,  indeed, 
often  seen  him  esit  and  drink  j  an  BottMt'  Whkh  1  en- 
joyed in  common  with  his  confidential  servants,  as  an 
officer  of  his  household.  The  gold  you  mention,  which 
J  havig  sfeTe^i*!  tf niiB^  reeigivecl  fpotH  th^  fete  king  and 
Has  el  Feel,  I  constantly  spent  in  his  service,  and 
for  my  own  honour  :  but  at  present  1  am  neither  go- 
verrtot*  of  TKas  el  Ffefel,  nor  have  I  any  post  under 
heaven,  nor  do  I , desire  one.  Yasine,  I  suppose,  holds 
his  from  Ayto  Confu,  his  superior ;  but  of  this  I 
know  nothing.  As  for  tricks  on  horseback,  I  know 
iiofc  WMt  ytiii  Mmm.  I  have  f6t  xAktiy  yMm  been  in 
the  constant  practice  of  horsemanship  among  the 
Arabs  j  mine  too  is  a  country  of  horsemen,  and  I  profess 
id^  have  ^ttmfied  t&  a  degree  i^ot  c&mtoi&ti,  the  tnanage^ 
ment  both  of  the  lance  and  of  fire-arms  :  'but  I  am 
no  buffoon  to  shew  tricks*    The  profession  of  arms 
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CoaveriSiit'r^  of  Mr.  jBruce  wttli  ^oGinios. 

is  my  birth-right,  derived  from  my  ancestors  ;  and 
with  these,  at  his  desire,  I  have  often  diverted  the 
king*,  as  an  amusement  worthy  of  him,  and  by  no 
lifieans  beneath  me."—"  The  king-,"  cried  Socinios, 
in  a  violent  passion  :  and^whothen  am  1  ?  a  slave? 
Do  you  know  that  with  a  stamp  of  my  foot  I  can 
ord^p  yo&  t<>  b^ii€£W#t0  pieces  ill'  an  infant  ?  Yort 
a  Frank,  a  dog,  a  liar,  and  a  slave.  Why  did  you 
tell  the  Iteghe  that  your  house  was  robbed  of  fifty 
Ottnces  of  gold  ?  Any  other  king  than  myself  would 
dcd#r  your  eyes  to  be  pulled  out  in  a  moment^  mtd 
your  carcase  to  be;  thrown  to  the  dogs." 

Mr.  Bruce  was  not  dismayed  ;  though  a  stranger 
atfcfl  laione,  he  felt  superior  to  such  a  beast  upon  the 
throne.  The  Iteghe,"  said  he,  is  at  present  at 
Koscam,  and  will  inform  you  if  I  told  her  of  any 
gfdid  that  was^toleti  frittm  toe,  except  a  goId-^ttkMittted 
knife,  given  me  by  the  late  king  the  day  after  the 
battle  of  liimjQur,  and  vyhich  was  accidentally  left  in 
my  Ir0i}sp^^^  -M  ittdaleflt  ]^oemi«^  sijolrtfecT  m 
^ish  Cif  l#baeco*spittle  towards  our  traveller,  but 
whether  on  purpose  or  not,  he  could  not  tell  It  nar-  ^ 
rowly  missed  Mr.  Bruce,  who  felt  very  much  moved. 
At  this  in^lNlst  an  old  ma%0f  a  noble  appearan^ee^  who 
sat  in  the  corner  of  the  room  next  to  Socinios,  rose,  and 
in  a  firm  tone  began  to  remonstrate  with  him^ 
bis  tit*aali®ieM  of  btir  traveller.  TMs-  tfiativ  M  fefe 
afterwards  learned,  was  his  prime  minister,  Has 
^anuda^  nephew  to  the  Iteghe,  who  had  been  banished 
littifr  king's  tiniie.  During  his  fiaranguiB,  Soet- 
nios  dadhis  eyes  mostly  shut,  and  his  mouth  open  and 
slavering  tobacco :  he  rolled  from  side  to  side,  scarcely 
able  to  preserve  his  equilibrium.  Whdh  Sameda 
cmSted^  Jhe^  began  with  an  air  of  drollery  :  You  arfr 
very  angry  to  day,  Baba."  Then  turning  to  Mr. 
Bruce,  To-morrow,"  said  he,  *^  see  you  bring  me 
that  horse,  which  Yasine  sent  you  to  Koscam  ;  and 
bring  me  Yasine  himself,  or  you  will  hear  of  it ;  slave 
and  Frank  as  you  are,  enemy  to  Mary  the  Virgin, 
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bring  me  the  horse  Sanuda,  however,  took  Mr. 
Bruce  by  the  hapdi  saying  in  a  whisper :  "  Don't  fe^i^ 
him,  berej  bot  go  teotipte  j  wis*  yo^^^^ 
here,  y^^tt -Will  have  horses  enough  ajotig^  Wllht  y^ 
He  too  seemed  in  liquor ;  and  our  traveller,  receiving 
a  sign  to  withdraw,  left  the  king  and  his  minister 
tog^hiit  with  great  unwillingness,  and  returned  to 
Koscam.  Here  he  related  what  had  passed  to  the 
Itegh6,  who  ordered  him  to  remain  near  Ozoro  Est- 
her    ifi      ^et#^%  aad^tt^  Wibre  ta  ttie  palace. 

Soon  after  this  interview  the  news  reached  Gondar 
that  Ras  Michael  and  his  army  were  on  their  march 
for  that  city.  iPhis  intelligence detfermihed  SbijMdi 
«ttifj  the  Ttegh^  to  fly.  They  first  repaired  to  Azazo 
where  great  altercations  and  disputes  followed  between 
them.  The  queen  had  engaged  the  Abuna  to  attend 
lierj  aitd  that  prelate  had  consented  upon  receiving 
fifteen  mules  and  thirty  ounces  of  gold,  which  were 
paid  accordingly  :  but,  when  on  the  morning  of  her 
departdf  sh#  sfeiit  t6  put  the  Abuna  in  naind  of  his 
promise,  his  servants  stoned  her  messenger,  without 
suffering  him  to  approach  the  housei  but  they  kept 
th^  itoiite*  tmd  the  gtM.  e^MmeA  1[i&t 
in  company  with  Socinios  till  they  came  to  the  bor- 
ders of  l^w^r^f  her  native  country.  Those  who  had 
made  the  latter  a  king  had  never  mad6  a  frienc^ ;  he 
was  abandoned  even  by  Sanuda,  his  minister,  who 
had  taken  up  arras,  and  placed  himself  under  the 
direction  of  Ras  Michael.  It  was  at  length  suggested 
that  his  presence  would  inMiibly  occasioii  a  purstilt 
which  might  endanger  the  queen,  her  country,  and 
all  her  friends.  On  this  it  was  resolved  to  abandon 
tbfe  nnwwthy  wre^ifrhrto^e  g^^  stripped  Mm 

naked,  giving  him  only  a  rag  to  cover  him,  and  a 
good  horse,  and  thus  dismissed  him  to  seek  his  fortune. 
As  for  the  queen,  she  jofiied  FasiT/%vho  eiscTort^^ 
to  the  frontiers  of  Gojam,  here  she  was  received  in 
triumph  by  her  daughter  Ozoro  Welleta  Israel,  and 
Aylo  her  grandson^  to  whom  half  of  that  provini?e 
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Abba  Salama  imprisoned. 

belonged,  and  with  tbeoi  she  at  l^st  rested  in  mfeiy^ 
after  a  long  and  anxious  journey. 

Dn  the  approach  of  the  king  with  Ms  Artny^^te^ 
dar,  Mr.  Bruce  ieft  that  city  to  join  it.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  23d  December,  while  they  were  encamped 
apon  Mogetch,  several  of  the  leading  men,  who  ba4 
taken  part  with  ^ocinios  agaiast  l^e  kmgf  wei*e 
brought  in  prisoners.  Among  these  was  Chremation, 
brother  of  Socinios,  the  Acab  Saat,  Abba  Salama, 
Bfid  Guebra  Derighel,  son-in-law  of  Ras  Michael,  audi 
one  of  the  most  amiable  men  in  Abyssinia.  Mr.  Bruce 
felt  much  for  the  latter,  who  intreated  the  king  to 
orde^ftliM^  tti  bfe  ^iilto  dek^  before  fcr  of  hh 
tent,  and  not  delivered  to  his  cruel  father-in-law. 
Our  traveller  had  3,  |^reat  curiosit;^  to  see  how  Abba 
^i^m&  woiild  be  treated  f  lor  tik  iieswf  w^aisfttH  of 
l*hat  he  had  read  in  European  books  of  the  exemp- 
tion which  churchmen  enjoyed  in  that  country  froiii 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  power. 

He  was  mounted  » mule,  with  his  legs  tied  under 
the  animal's  belly,  as  were  his  hands  behind  his  back, 
having  a  rope  fastened  to  them,  which  a  man  held  iu 
his  haiid  on  the  ^da>  while  atJother  led  thd  halter  of 
the  mule,  on  the  other.  While  they  were  untying 
Abba  Salama,  Mr.  Bruce  went  into  the  presence* 
^^tiii^bei^^^a  Stottd  beMtid  the^fcing's  chair.  Very 
iotm  after  the  other  prisoners  were  brought  in,  and  as 
usual  thrown  down  violently  with  their  faces  to  the 
ground,  on  which  they  had  a  very  rude  fall,  as  their 
iftiid^  w&m  \nmi\d  behind  them.  The  Acab  Saat 
rose  in  a  vehement  passion  ;  he  struggled  to  loose  his 
hands,  that  he  might  perform  the  act  of  denouncing 
ea^eommttfiieatidifi,  ^Meh  is  by  lifting  the  right  h^hd 
and  extending  the  fore-finj^er ;  but  finding  that  im- 
possible, he  cried  out ;  "  tJnloose  my  hands,  or  you 
-are  all  eiifeftitttettftikrated/^  It  wtts  iivith  difficulty  he 
cnnld  . prevailed  upon  to  hear  the  king,  who,  with 
agreat  composure  or  rather  indifference,  said  to  him  : 

You  are  the  first  ecclesiastical  officer  in  my  house*- . 
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hold,  you  are  the  third  in  the  whole  kingdom  ;  but  I 
have  not  yet  learned  that  you  ever  had  power  to  curse 
yotti*  mmret^ii^  m*  exhort  his  sub|6<5tij?  t0  toWdat  him. 
You  are  to  be  tried  for  this  crime  to-morrow  ;  so  pre- 
pare to  J^hew^  in  your  defence,  upon  what  precepts  of 
0h«i^t  w  'hfe  itpostlbs^/  6i?^  wftat  part  i}f  tfe  g^eneral 
councils,  you  found  your  title  to  do  this." — Let  my 
hands  be  unloosed !"  cried  Salan?a,  violently.  I  am 
a  priest,  gfervisinl;  of  God;  an3  ihey  have  power, 
says  David,  to  put  kings  in  chains  and  nobles  in  irons. 
And  did  not  Samuel  hew  king*  Agag  in  pieces  before 
the  Lord?  I  excommunicate  you  Tecla Haimanout." 
White  he  was  going  on  in  this  mattijjeii'y.^B^ 
am,  son  of  the  king's  secretary,  a  young  man,  struck 
the  Acab  Saat  so  violently  on  the  face,  that  it  made 
hh  mouth  gush  out  with  blck^d^,  s^yliig  4t  s^tti 
time  ;  What !  suffer  this  in  the  king's  presence  1" 
On  this  Chremation  and  the  Acab  Saat  were  both  hur- 
jpifed  mi  of  the  king's  presence,  without  being  per- 
mitted to  say  more  ;^  indeed,  the  blow  had  so  discon-i 
certed  the  hitter  as  to  deprive  him  for  a  time  of  the 
power  of  speaking.  In  Abyssinia,  it  is  death  to  strike 
^f  Mv  the  hand  to  strike,  b#lbl%tht6%ing  ;  but  in  thi^ 
case  the  provocation  was  so  great,  so  sudden,  and  so 
unexpected,  and  the  worth  of  the  youth,  and  the  in* 
soleiie^  of  tM  so  appare^n^^^  id  every  body^ 

that  a  slight  reproof  only  was  ordered  td  glYBU  to 
Tacla  Mariam,  and  that  by  his  father. 

Wett  morning,  about  nine  o'clock,  the  king  and[  lils^ 
officers  entered  Gondar.  Ras  Michltel  procetded  ina-* 
lifiediately  to  the  palace  with  the  king,  who  retired  as 
tistial  to  a  kind  of  stage  or  lettice-window,  where  he 
always  sits  unseen  when  in  council.  Mr.  Bruce  wat 
in  the  council-chamber,  where  four  of  the  judges  w^ere 
seated :  none  of  the  governors  of  provinces  were 
present  but  Rai^  Michael  and  Kasmati  Ti^sfo* ^FSf ri*^ 
Abba  Salama  was  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  table, 
without  irons,  at  perfect  liberty.  The  accuser  for  the 
king,  a  post  }*i  lljif  i^omitry  id  no  high  estiwttj&iS^ 
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The  Has  charged  witli  the  murder  of  jDas, 

frpfefiM  ifee  charg-e  ag-aiMt  Mtii  with  g^reat  force  and 
eloquence.    He  stated  one  by  one  the  crimes  com- 
mitted by  him  at  different  period^ ;  the  sum  of  which 
miiiounted  to  prof^-^yp^lti  l^^^  monster 
earth  J  among  them  waJ<S  Various  kinds  of  mur- 
der, especially  by  poison,  and  incest  of  every  degree. 
He  concluded  this  black  list  with  high  treasop,  or 
cursing  the  king,  and  absolving  his  subjects  from 
their  allegiance,    which  iie   characterized  as  the 
greatest  of  crimes,  from  its  involving  in  its  conse- 
^nmtm  mevf  other  spemes  of  gtxMt    Abba  Bftlatnai 
though  he  seemed  very  impatient,  did  not  farther  in- 
terrupt him  than  with  the  exclamation  :  "  You  lie,'* 
and    It  IS  a  lie,"  which  he  repeated  at  every  new 
charge.    His  accuser  had  not  said  one  word  respects 
ing  the  murder  of  Joas ;  but  in  this,  Abba  Salama, 
did  not  follow  his  example.    Being  desired  to  answer 
in  his  own  defence,  he  entered  upon  it  with  great 
dignity,  and  an  air  of  superiority  very  different  from 
his  behaviour  in  the  king's  tent  the  day  before  :  he 
laufhed  and  ittaid^f  extfdmely  light  of  the  charges  oil 
the  article  on  women,  which  he  neither  confessed  nor 
denied,  but  said  those  might  be  crimes  aujong;  the 
i^i^anks,  (looking  at  Mr.  Brace)  or  othet  C%%^i^, 
%nt  not  the  Christians  of  that  country,  wfe  itir©d 
under  a  double  dispensation,  the  law  of  Moses,  and 
the  law  of  Christ ;  and,  that  in  every  age,  the  patri- 
archs had  acted  as      '£Mf  kud  were  not  thaless  be- 
loved of  God.    He  went  roundly  into  the  murder  of 
Joas,  and  his  two  brothers,  and  charged  Michael  di- 
f ectlf  H^Wi  it,  as  a1#o  with  pofe^ifiiitf^  H^^^  EfaiVfies, 
the  father  of  the  present  king. 

The  Ras  seemed  to  avoid  Jjp^^ring  sometimes  bj 
f  peaking  to  people  sttttding  Mhlrtd  hitrt,  sotttetitne^ 
ky  reading  a  pupei*}  and  in  particular  asked  Mr, 
Bruce  in  a  low  voice  ;  What  is  the  punishment  in 
your  country  for  such  a  crime  ?" — To  which  the  latter 
refilled  :  High  treason  is  po^^ithed  wlt^h^d^atl)  in  alt 
the  countri^s^  t  have  ever  knowtt*** 

.Lt^>i.  Abba 


^yikA  $sAamsL  tried  by  the  RaSi 

Abba  Sslaffia  next  went  into  the  murder  of 
mati  Eshte,  of  which  he  confessed  himself  the  pro- 
moter. He  said  that  the  Ite^he,  with  her  brothers, 
and  Ay  to  Aylo,  hall  alt  tawielS  Prinks  ;  and  that  in 
order  to  make  the  country  Catholic,  they  had  sent  for 
priests,  who  lived  with  them  in  confidence,  as  that 
Frank  did  (pointing  tot  Mt.  Brnce)  ;  th^  it  Wat 
ag-ainst  thgtiiMBf  laC  #e  Country  to  suffer  him  there; 
that  he  was  accursed  and  ought  to  be  stoned  as  an 
enemy  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  Ras  here  interrupted 
Mid(ir^Ayi%:  "  Confine  yourself  to  ymtm^ul^^nt^  i 
clear  yourself  first,  and  then  accuse  any  one  you 
.please  :  it  is  the  king's  intention  to  put  the  law  in  ex- 
ecutkn  againirt  all  olfendii^  awd  iHs  only  beoaos^ 
he  believes  you  to  be  the  greatest,  that  he  has  begun 
with  you.''  This  calmness  of  the  Eas  seemed  to  dis- 
concert Ahh^  B^Umk.  He  ded^red  td  tH&t 
it  was  owing  to  his  having  excommunicated  Kasmati 
Eshte,  that  room  was  m^de  for  him  to  come  to  Gon- 
dar ;  without  this  event,  the  king  would  never  have 
feeeirtipciii  the  throne,  so  that  be  had  still  done  them 
as  much  good  as  harm  by  his  excommunications.  He 
moreover  told  the  Ras  and  the  judges,  that  they 
would  all  be  6oably^  nnaei?  the^  6u^^ 
to  pull  out  his  eyes,  or  cut  out  his  tongue,  and  in- 
treated  them  with  tears  not  to  think  of  either,  if  it 
were  only  for  the  long  fellowship  or  friendship  which 
had  subsisted  between  them. 

An  oflScer,  named  Kal  Hatze,  always  stands  upon 
the  steps,  at  the  side  of  the  lettice-window,  where 
there  ii  a  hole,  covered  in  the  inside  with  a  curtain  of 
green  taffeta,  behind  which  the  king  sits,  and  sends 
through  the  hole  what  he  has  to  say  to  the  Board, 
whH>  yke  F€«^v0  the  messenger  standing.  He 
had  not  interfered  till  now,  when  the  officer,  address- 
ing himself  to  Abba  Salama,  said :  *^  The  king  re- 
qnii^es  yod  to  atiiswer  directly  why  you  persuadied  th« 
Abuna  to  excommunitate  him  ?  The  Abuna  is  a  slave 
of  the  Turks^  and  has  no  king  :  Yon  are  born  under 
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amonartkyi  Why  did  yon,  who  are  his  inferior  in 
office,  take  upon  yon  to  advise  him  at  all  ?  or  why, 
after  having  presumed  to  advise  him,  did  you  advise 
him  wrong-,  and  abuse  his  ig^norance  in  these  mat* 
ters?''  At  this  pointed  question,  the  culprit  lost  all 
temper:  he  cursed  the  Abuna^  called  him  Mahooie- 

in  this  wild  manner,  when  Tecla  Haimanout,  the 
eldest  of  the  judges,  rose,  and  addressing  himself  W 
the  Ras :  "  It  is  no  part  of  my  duty,"  said  he^  "  ta 
hear  all  this  railing;  he  has  not  offejstf Qji^ 
one  fact  material  to  his  exculpation. 

The  king's  secretary -sent  up  to  the  window  the' 
^  substance  of  the  defence:  the  criminal  was  c^rnaif 
to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  while  the  king  was 
reading.    When  he  had  finished^  the  Ras  called  uport 
the  youngest  judge  to  gk6  Ms  dpittTOfi,  wMcfe  Was, 
•*  He  is  guilty,  and  should  die."    The  same  said  all 
the  officers,  and  after  them  th^  judges.    When  it 
Wm^  to  Ras  Michael,  he  said,  witii  k^e^te^^l^^^^ 
Ww^t  •  *  That  he  was  accused  of  being  the  atJ# 
accomplice  of  Abba  Salama ;  in  either  case  it  was 
not  fair  that  he  should  judge  him."    The  last  voice 
remained  with  tfefe  kitogi  who  sent  Kal  Hatze  to  the 
3oard  with  this  sentence :     He  is  guilty,  and  shall 
die  the  death. — The  hangman  shall  hang  him  upon: 
a  tfe&tc^ikf,^  ^h^  m^^         Acab  Saat  wa^iitfti^ 
mediately  hurried  away  by  the  guards,  to  the  place 
pf  execution,  which  is  a  large  tree  before  the  king's^^ 
giite  ;  where,  uttering t&lbfe  very  last  moti^ent,  Mt^^ , 
against  the  king^the  Ras,  and  the  Abuna,  he  suffered^ 
the  death  he  very  richly  deserved,  being  hanged  in* 
the  very  vestments  in  which  he  used  to  sit  before  the 
king,  and  in  alt  tb^  ^^naments  of  his  civil  and  sacer^ 
dotal  pre-eminence.    In  going  to  the  tree,  he  said  he 
bad  400  cows,  which  he  bequeathed  to  3ome  priests 
to  pray  fer  |ii^i^ttl4  bal  t^^  S»|  0^itf^  t6«^^^ 
brought  t0  iQlond^  ^tid  ^i^sti^uled  afiHong  ih&L 
soldierSi. 
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Bxecuttonof  Chreraation  and  Guebra  Denghel, 

Chremation  was  next  brought  to  trial,  and  under- 
went the  same  sentence  as  the  Acab  Saat,  on  which 
ithe  court  broke  up,  and  went  to  liffe^fftsti  Afttf^e^ 
proceedings  occupied  less  than  two  hours.  Ras  Mi- 
chael had  sworn  that  he  would  not  t^iste  bread  till 
Abba  Salatrta  hanged  j  and  on  such  occasionii 
he  never  broke  his  word. 

Next  morning  came  on  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate 
Guebra  Denghel,  whose  father-in-law,  Ras  Michael, 
claimed  the  right  of  trying  him,  as  a  subject  of  his 
gqvernment  of  Tigre.  Guebra  Denghel  bore  his 
hard  fortune  with  great  unconcern,  declaring  that 
his  only  reagett  fer  taking  up  arms  agairtst  ike  Mng 
was,  that  he  saw  no  other  way  of  checking  Mi- 
chael's tyranny,  and  his  monstrpus  thirst  of  monej 
and  power;  that  the  Rat  Was  really  king,  had  saB-^ 
yarted  the  constitution,  annihilated  all  difference  of 
?ank  and  persons,  and  transferred  the  efficient  parts 
of  the  government  into  the  hands  of  his  own  crea- 
tures. He  wished  the  king  ttjtght  know  that  this  was 
his  only  motive  for  rebellion,  and  that  except  to  make 
this  declaration,  he  would  not  have  opened  his  mouth 
before  m  partial  and  unjust  a  judge  as  he  eonsidet^ed 
Michael  to  be.  His  daughter,  Welleta  Selasse,  hear- 
ing of  her  father's  danger suddenly  broke  out  of 
tJzbro  Isth^  #as^6ontiguous;  and* 

rushing  into  the  council-room  at  the  instant  .her 
father  was  condemned  to,  die,  threw  herself  at  thei 
feet  of  the  Ras  with  every  mark  and  expression  of 
extreme  sorrow.  Her  intercession  was  unsuccessful  j 
the  old  tyrant  threatened  her  with  immediate  death, 
spurned  her  awt^v  with  his  foot ;  and  in  her  hearing 
ordered  her  fatfatliiP  ts' fee  immediately  hanged.  Wel- 
leta Selasse  in  a  swoon,  which  resembled  death,  fell 
speechless  to  the  ground.  The  father,  forgetful  of 
im  m^n  ^tuation,  flew  iatif  {rtef> 

and  they  were  both  dragged  out  at  separate  doors, 
the  one  to  death,  the  other  to  jsulFeripgs  still  more 
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WiB^fkta  $alas&e  poisons  herself. 

^Ms  fmt^  lady  had  been  pemtliMy  unfoftaamte« 
She  was  first  destined  to  be  the  wife  of  Jqas,  and 
the  match  was -nearly  concludedi  when  the  fatal  dis- 
covery that  Hite  Mi^g  M  mm  ^n^lm^s^t&^^H^^ 
privately  to  fight  for  Fasil  ag-ainst  Michael,  occa- 
sioned his. death.  It  wa$  then  intended  to  marry  her 
to  Hatze  Hannes,  tlie  fktbeT  of  Tecla  Haimanont ; 
but  Michael,  who  found  him  unfit  to  be  a  king", 
judged  him  equally  unfit  to  be  the  husband  of  a 
female,  possessing*  the  youth  and  charms  of  Welleta 
^6las&^j  J  and,  therefore^  deprived  KhiA  itt  o#ce  af  fets 
wife,  crown,  and  bride.  She  was  now  not  seventeen, 
and  it  was  designed  that  she  should  be  married  to  the^ 
pres&ttt  kinf  J  mi  l*ii6ivtdfence  prevented  an  W0m 
that  was  not  agreeable  to  either  party.  She  dli^ 
soon  after  her  father :  being  strongly  pressed  to  gra- 
tify the  brutal  inclinations  of  the  Ras,  her  grand- 
father, whom  she  could  neither  resist  nor  avoid,  she 
took  poison  ;  though  some  asserted  that  it  was  given 
her  by  Ozoro  Esther  from  jealousy,  but  this  was  cer- 
Mifily  wilbtjut  foundation.  Mr.  Brace  MW  iiar  ih  h^t 
last  moments,  but  too  late  to  give  her  any  assistance; 
,  and  she  had  told  her  women-servants  and  slaves  that 
she  had  tak^  ait^seftic,  having  no  other  way  to  avoid 
committing  so  monstrous  a  €firae  as  mtJesfc  with  t^^ 
murderer  of  her  father. 

Day  after  day,  till  the  Epiphany,  blood  continued 
to  be  spilt  as  water  at  Gondar.  "W^j^^^^tk  people 
died  publicly  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  days ;  many  disappeared  and 
werfe  either  murdered  privately,  or  sent  to  prisons  no 
one  knew  where.  The  bodies  of  those  killed  by  the 
sword  were  hewn  to  pieces,  and  scattered  about  the 
stfe^.  Mr.  Bhie6  ttt^wfe  iftisemfifte  hfteimng 
his  hunting-dogs,  twice  l6t  loose  by  the^  carelessness 
of  his  servantSii  bringing  into  the  coDrt^yard  the 
faeslds  and  atrMs  of  slaughtered  men,  altid  wbich  he 
could  no  way  prevent,  but  by  the  destrtifetidn  of  the 
4ogs  themmlym^    The  quantity  of  carHbii,  and  the 

3  i>  2  stench 
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stench  fpom  %  broogbt  down  the  hysenas  in  hundreds 
from  the  peighbouring;' mountains ;  jindi^  as  few  people 
in  Gondar  go  ont  fifter  dark,  those  rapacious  beasts 
enjoyed  the  streets  to  themselves,  and  seemed  ready 
to  dispute  the  possession  of  the  city  with  the  inha- 
bitants. Often,  when  he  went  home  late  from  the 
palace,  and  this  was  the  time  which  the  kirirg  ^iltilt^^^ 
chose  for  conversation,  though  he  had  but  to  pass  the 
porner  of  the  market-place  before  the  palace,  had 
lanthorn^i  Wilb  Mw,  awd  Btrrrdanded  by  kSme^ 
>nen,  he  heard  them  grunting  by  two  and  three  toge- 
theFiLSO  near,^as  to  be  afraid  that  they  would  take 
kotao^  opportttikij^  Ofm^ing  him  by  the  leg.  A  pistol 
would  have  frigMisn^d  them,  and  made  them  ^iJii 
jiway  ;  but  the  report  of  one  in  the  night  would  hare 
alarmed  every  one  who  heard  it,  and  it  was  not  now 
|h#1l#e  lai  ad4to^|it»iil^'^  ftftW^^  At  last  he  scarcely 
ever  went  out,  and  nothing  engaged  his  thotig^htei 
)but  how  to  escape  from  this  bloody  country. 

Willie  thfe  W^s  at  tM  llahha>  k^et^inf  tliB 
festival  of  the  Epiphany,  he  received  a  very  extraor- 
dinary visitor.  This  was  Guangoul,  chief  of  the 
eastern  Galla^  who  came,  atjcottlp^atii^  by  about  500 
foot,  and  40  horse,  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  King, 
and  Has  Michael.  He  was  a  little,  thin,  cross-made 
man,  of  no  apparent  strength  or  sj^iliness,  so  far  as 
could  be  conjectured  ;  his  legs  aftil  :i^%hi  .Iteing 
small  for  his  body,  and  his  head  large.  He  was  of 
a  yellow,  sickly  colour,  neither  black  nor  brown,  had 
Mng  hliit  pMl^d  a^iad  interwoven  with  the  ij0Wd»  i)f 
^pxen,  and  sp  knotted  and  twisted  together  as  to  ren- 
der it  impossible  to  distinguish  the  hair  from  the 
bowels,  vvhich  hung  down  ih  long  strings,  part  before 
and  part  behind,  forming  the  most  extraordinary 
ringlets  1  had  ever  seen.  He  had,,  likewise^,  a  wreath 
pf  guts  hung  about  mckj  nhd  kt^$f^l  itoands 
iim  same  about  his  middle,  which  served  as  a  girdle, 
under  which  was  a  short  cotton  cloth,  dipped  in  but- 
ter, and  all  hivS  body  was  wet,  and  running  down 
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G^gmk  f^hk  f;  of  the  Eastern  Galla. 

With  the  same.  In  his  country,  ^Keti  he  appears  in 
state,  the  beast  he  rides  upon  is  a  cow.  He  was  then 
in  full  dress,  and  mounted  upon  one  not  of  the  largest 

but  which  hii^^  m&tiiHbrous  hwns  j  and  rotfe  witfe>. 
out  saddle.  He  had  short  drawers  which  did  not 
reach  to  the  middle  of  his  thighs;  his  knees,  le^s^ 
im%  m^  ^  hig  body  being-  bare.  had  i^^f^M 
#f|b  $|tigle  hide,  warped  by  the  heat  in  several  ^iteo? 
tions,  and  much  in  the  shape  of  a  large  high-crowned 
hat.  He  carried  a  short  lance  in  his  right  hand,  with 
an  ill-iiiiltd^  iron  head^  and  a  shaft  tbltt  l^eilled  to  be 
of  thorn-tree,  but  altogether  without  ornament,  which 
is  seldom  the  case  with  the  arms  of  barbarians. 
Wtifether  it  Wia»  iiecessary  for  poising^  himself  dn  the 
sharp  ridge  of  the  beast's  back,  or  whether  it  was 
meant  for  graceful  riding,  IVjr,  Bruce  could  opt  deter- 
mi^e^,  being  quite  unskilled  fti  ipaWttmnshtpt  I^U 
liarbliriati  leaned  exceedingly  backwards,  pushing^ 
out  his  belly,  and  holding  his  left  arm  and  shield  ex- 
tended on  one  side,  and  his  right  arm  and  lance  in  the 

way  on  the  other,  like  wings.  The  king  was 
seated  on  his  ivory  chair,  almost  in  the  middle  of  his 
tent.  The  day  was  very  hot,  and  an  intolerable 
Stench  4innounced  thfe  aj^pmssish  of  %h^  filthy  "e^hleftaia 
to  all  in  the  tent,  before  they  saw  him.  The  king, 
wbep  he  perceived  him  coming,  was  so  strpck  witU 
tew  w^ole  figure  ditid^ppetrane^  tliat  he  \^ 
With  «ki  immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  whi^h  lie  foui^^ 
it  impossible  to  stifle.  He,  therefore,  rose  from  his 
chair,  and  ran  as  fast  as  he  could  into  another  apart* 
mtiit,  bibhind  the  throne.  The  saij^age  alighted  front 
his  cow,  at  the  door  of  the  tent,  with  all  his  tripes 
about  him  ;  and  while  the  ofiicers  in  attendance  were 
adtttiring"  km  ftis  a^  ittoiiftfet*,  seeing  the  kirtgVsfea^t 
empty,  he  imagined  that  it  had  been  prepared  for  him, 
and  down  he  sat  upon  the  crimson  silk  cushion,  with 
#6  butlter  running  fr^  part  of  his  body.  A 

general  cry  of  astonishment  was  raised  by  every  per- 
soa  in  the  tent,  on  which  he  startisd  up }  and  before  h^ 


vllE^tmS  IN  ABYSSINIA. 

Three  battles  foaght  at  Serbrasos, 

had  timfe  to  tiettlieefe  KitttSdff,  %he3r  «T1  fell  iipdn  hiwv 
and  with  pushes  and  blows  drove' this  greasy  chieftain 
tfO  the  door  of  the  tent^  staring  with  wild  amazement, 
Mi  li:no  win^  what  Was  tfe#  tgfi^tle^  It  ft  high  treason, 
and  punishable  with  immediate  death,  to  sit  down  ia 
the  king's  chair;  and  Guangoul  owed  bis  life  to  his 
ignorance  alone.  The  king  had  beheld  the  scene 
thr^Qgh  the  curtain  ;  if  he  laughed  heartily  in  t\m 
beginning,  he  laughed  ten  times  more  at  the  catas- 
irophe.  The  cushion  was  thrown  away,  and  a  yellow 
India  slia#^^^  ivory  stool  j^tttf  ^<^r*ft#^^ 

wards,  when  it  was  placed,  and  the  king  not  there, 
the  stool  was  turned  on  its  face  upon  the  carpet,  to 
prevetit-sitrtlFfer  adcid^tr. 

The  rebel  army  under  Gusho  and  Powussen,  soon 
after  this,  approached  Grondar^  and  laid  waste  the  ad- 
jacent country.  Tliese  exeesses  at  length  impelled 
Has  Michael  and  the  king  to  march  from  that  city^ 
on  the  13th  of  May,  and  to  encamp  with  his  army 
at  Serbraxos,  where  three  battles  were  fought  in  a 
very  ^feSrtti«ie*  AHfei^ibe  second,  in  whtch  the  king 
had  a  very  narrow  escape,  Mr.  Bruce  witnessed  the 
observance  of  a  custom,  which  he  characterizes  as 
th^  filtMfe*!  t#  all  e^motoi  fet  that  ev^ir^isf  r^c<^<J  any 
styling  themselves  a  nation;  a  ceremony  that  cannot 
be  described  in  terms  sufficiently  decent  for  modest 
ears,  without  adopting  the  chaste  language  of  Bcrip- 
ture. 

All  those,  whether  men  or  women,  who  hold  fiefs 
of  the  crown,  are  obliged  to  furnish  certain  numbers 
of  tiQ^^se  $bt)tr  The  Women  were  seldom  obliged 
to  personal  attendance,  till  Ras  Michael  made  it  a 
rule,  in  order  to  compose  a  court  or  society  for  Ozoro 
Bsthi^f  w  ;l:t  the  ^d  off  a  d^y  of  ba;t^,  e^eh  chi^f  is 
obliged  to  sit  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  and  each  of  his 
followers,  who  has  slain  a  man^  presents  himself  in  his 
turn,  armed  in  fight,  with  the  bloody  foreskin  of 
his  enemy  hanging  upon  the  wrist  of  his  right  hand* 
In  this  too  he  holds  his  laneei  which  he  brandishes 

over 
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Bfe^igpt^  oi"  A  Ut^^t  ^bj^mtum  custom. 

met  his  master  or  mistress,  as  if  he  intended  to  strike^ 
and  repeats,  in  a  seeming  rage,  a  rant  which  admits 
of  no  variation. — I  am  John,  the  son  of  George, 
Ihe  son  of  William,  the  son  of  Thomas ;  I  am  the  ride* 
upan  the  brown  horse  ;  1  saved  your  father's  life  at 
such  a  battle.  Where  would  you  have  been  if  I  had 
tiol  fougfttt  fn*  you  t6-day  F  Yoti  gU&me  m&  m&an^ 
ragement,  no  clothes,  no  money  ;  you  do  not  deserve 
such  a  servant  as  I/'  and,  with  thBt,  he  throws  hi^ 
M^dy  spoils  on  the  ground,  before  his  superiat#.  Jiiio^ 
ther  comes  afterwards  and  does  the  same  f  miAf  if  Jbe 
has  killed  more  than  one  man,  he  returns  so  many 
more  times,  always  repeating  the  same  nonsense 
with  the  same  gestures.  I  believe  there  was  a  heap 
of  about  400  that  day,  before  Ozoro  Esther ;  and  it 
was  monstrous  to  see  the  young  and  beautiful  Tecla 
lilaifki^y  iSMittg  ttpbtt  a  stool,  presiding  at  ^6  filthy 
a  ceremony  ;  nor  was  she  without  surprise,  such  is 
the  force  of  custom*  that  no  compliment  of  the  kind 
^9S  paid  hy  sir;  Bruce,  and  that  he  coukl  hdt  ivetl 
be  present  at  so  disgusting  an  exhibition.  The  supe- 
riors appear  at  this  time  with  their  heads  covered, 
as  before  their  vassals;  their  mouth  too  his  hid,  and 
Hdiillllgf  is  seen  but  their  eyes ;  this  does  not  proceed 
from  modesty,  but  is  a  token  of  superiority,  of  which 
covering  or  uncovering  the  head  is  a  special  demon- 
^tratidn.  Wlifett  fbis  iftferfeiMriy-  k  m^f^  ^neh  mar* 
takes  his  bloody  trophies,  and  retires  to  prepare  them 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Indians  do  their  sealjps. 
5^0  cotticludfe  iliis  toritf  ftccouat,  tb#  u^oU  «rnrty,  6ti 
their  return  to  Gondar,  on  a  particular  day  of  review^ 
throw  them  before  the  king,  and  leave  them  at  the 
gate  of  the  palace.  It  is  in  search  of  th^se  mao« 
gled  relics,  mvi  the  tmburied  bodies  of  crimiii^l^r 
that  the  hyeenas  repair  in  such  numbers  to  the  town,- 
as  to  render  it  dangerous  for  any  person,  even  if 
armed,  to' ti^k  afStei*  it  ts  dark, 

'  '  In  this  engagement  a  red  flag,  the  standard  of  the 
wbel  army^  fell  into  tHe  hands  of  Mr,  Bruce,  hatving. 
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been  picked  up  in  fieliirfc^  a  to  soldier,  and 
given  to  him  upon  promise  of  a  reward.  .  These 
jcolours  our  traveller  presented  after  the  battle  to  the 
Miig^,  1^^^  i»N3ii'*o  well  pleased  with  the  possession  of 
them,  as  well  as  with  Mr.  Bruce's  conduct  during  this 
daj,  that  he  did  not  forget  him  in  the  distribution  of 
r^Wai^dii;  Wb#iir  1%  eaiti^t*  hm  Mrnr  tolin^el  titfbrer 
the  king,  the  latter  put  over  his  neck  a  large  chain 
of  gold,  with  very  massy  links,  jwhile  the  secretaire 
sakT:  ^  Yagoube,  the  King  does- you  this  gresA 
honour,  not  as  a  payment  of  past  &^!^vl|ses,  but  as  a 
pledge  that  he  will  rewtird  them,  if  you  will  put  it  in 
his  power.**  The  chain  consisted  of  184  links,  each 
weighing  Sad wts.  It  was  with  the  utmost  reluc- 
tance that  our  traveller,  being  in  want  of  every  things 
sold  great  part  of  the  honourable  distinction  at  8en* 
iiiii4i^,^fr  htsi^r^  the  r^gflamiite  Ire 

to  England  to  Immtmtt^d  as  a  {irou4  inoiiuioQ^ni 
to  his  descendants 

B^drii  Wlei^tli#  third  battle  it  was  found  expedieilt 
for  the  king's  army  to  retreat  to  Gondar,  where  it 
was  soon  inyastqd  by  the  rebel  tropps,  under  Gusho 
and  Powiisseiij  iand  with  such  stlccess  that  it  was 
mon  obliged  to  lay  down  its  arms.  Ras  Michael 
was  deposed  from  his  office,  which  was  bestowed  on 
Gushoy  who,  by  his  intrigues  and  bad  conduct  to 
all  parties,  soon  forfeited  that  dignity,  together  whk 
his  liberty.  During  these  changes  the  king  conti- 
nued to  be  acknowledged  by  all  parties,  and  the 
f tegh%  to  the  great  joy  of  the  people,  ]%tll)4t«^  td  bet 
old  residence  at  Koscam.  There,  after  this  event, 
Mr.  Bruce  passed  great  part  of  his  time;  but  hig 
health  declining  every  day,  he,  with  great  difficulty, 
iilbtainted  leave  of  tha  queen  to  attempt  to  return 
home.  The  king  too,  after  a  hundred  exceptions* 
and  provisos,  had  at  length  been  brought  to  give  an 
unwilling  consent. 

On  the  disgrace  of  Ras  Michael,  the  servant  of 
Metical  Aga  determined  jto  hasten  back  to  his  own 
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Males  in^teat  T€^qp3te9t  witli  |h^-jJMbj^ssM 

counirjjr  »nd  would  faia  have  persuaded  Mr.  BruccS 
to  accompany  him  through  Tigr6  into  Arabia.  But 
our  traveller,  besides  being  resolved  to  attempt  to 
complete  his  journey  through  Sennaar  and  the  desert^ 
disliked  the  idea  of  risking  a  second  passage  through 
Masuah^  and  subjecting  himself  again  to  the  brutality 
of  the  l^aybfe  of  that  place.  ^ 

Captain  Price,  of  the  Lion  of  Bombay,  had  beert 
pbliged  by  his  business  with  the  governor  of  Mecca^ 
to  cbntimte  at  till  the  season  after  Mr*  Bruce 
went  from  tljence  to  Abys^iinia*^  CNjti^  trit^^lerhad 
already  heard  once  from  him,  and  now  a  second  time. 
JHe  informed  him  that  his  countrymen  had  been  in  thei 
greatest  pain  for  him  :  that  several  reports  had^b^n 
current,  both  at  Jidda  and  Mocha,  of  his  having 
been  assassinated  ^  sometimes  that  it  was  said  by  the 
Ni^ybe  of  s^ottietfees  thtif  It  happened^  at 

Gondar;  by  others  at  Sennaar,  in  his  return  home. 
Captain  Price  wrote  him  in  this  last  letter,  that, 
thinking  he  must  be  distressed  for  want  of  money,  he 
had  left  orders  with  Ibrahim  Beraif,  the  Eitgiiiht 
broker  at  Jidda,  to  advance  him  a  thousand  crowns^ 
desiring  his  draft  to  be  seat  to  Ibrahim,  directed  to 
fehn  m  Ms  l>*o$htif  at  ^0iab«^^>  to  ipkkife  it  pay- 
able to  a  gBtitkman  of  that  hacbe  who  lited  iii  ^oiiib^ 

"Mr.  Bruee,  with  ostentation,  had  m^de  m  show  of 
jiending  his  gold  chain  to  Cairo,  by  the  hands  of  Me- 
tical  Aga's  servant,  declaring  always  that  it  was  the 
only  piece  of  Abyssinian  gold  he  should  carry  out  of 
the  eotttttfyv  he  was  to  leave,  both  in  fact  and 

appearance,  a  pauper.  Mules  are  the  only  beasts  for 
carriage  oommonly  used  in  Abyssinia,  though  bulb 
and  cowr,  of^  a  ]psirtitffl1a^  feiti^l  tsrfe  bought  for  the 
purpose  by  carriers,  merchants,  and  such  like,  in  that 
country,  especially  near  the  mijfies  or  quarries  of  salt  j 
they  are  very  slow,  however,  and  capable  of  no  great 
burden,  though  very  easily  maintained.  Mr.  Bruce  hadl 
abundance  of  wales  of  his  own  Cpr  carrying  his  instru- 
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nients  and  baggage,  and  the  king  and  Iteghe  fur- 
nished him  witti  others  for  his  own  riding.  He  had, 
besides,  two  favourite  horses,  which  he  intended  to 
attempt  to  carry  home,  foolishly  enough  ;  for  though 
he  thought  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  was  sufficiently 
informed  of,  and  prepared  for  all  sorts  of  hardships, 

bad  ttat  fiStfsMfi  tfe«  fe^itlcJ^edib  |>art  of  the  diftitul- 
lies  and  dangers  that  were  then  awaiting  him. 

After  the  Iteghe  had  returned  Mr.  Bruce  always 
lived  at  Koscam  by  her  own  dem%,  as  fa^r  health  Wks 
i?ery  precarious  since  her  residence  in  Gojam.  This 
suited  bis  intention  of  withdrawing  privatiely;  and 
therefore,  not  to  multiply  the  numbermt^^v^^li 
Im  had  reduced  his^  whole  ^ttendaace  to  the  l^ttg^  ami 
q[ueen. 

Having  finished  his  preparations,  Mr.  Bruce  was 
admitted  bisj  last  itifem^w  with  the  Iteghe,  two 
days  before  his  departure.  Here  he  met  Tensa 
Christos,  who  was  one  of  the  chief  priests  of  Gondar, 
was  a  native  of  Gojam,  and  eteequently  of  the  low 
churchy  or  a  follower  of  Abba  Eustathius ;  in  other 
words,  as  great  an  enemy  as  possible  to  the  Catholic, 
or  as  they  call  it,  the  religion  of  the  Franks*  H0 
was,  however^  i^|)^ut^  a  person  of  gte^t  pr^^bl^  6todll 
sanctity  of  manners,  and  had  been  on  all  occasions 
rather  civil  and  friendly  to  Mr.  Bruce  when  they 
meti  thott^h  evidently  mt  d^^rott^  df  f  intioi^td 
connections  or  friendship  ;  and,  as  Mr.  Bruce,  on  his 
pgrt,  expected  little  advantage  from  connecting  him- 
iiif  wi^h  lt^^  hl^  principles,  hfe  tiBff  wfllingly 
kept     all  possible  distance. 

This  priest  came  often  to  the  Ttegh^'s  and  Ayto 
Aylo's,  with  both  of  whom  he  was  ojuch  in  favour, 
«iad  here  Mr.  Bruce  happened  to  meet  him,  when  he 
was  taking  his  leave  in  the  evening.  "  I  beg  of  you/' 
said  he,  *^  Yagoube,  as  a  favour,  to  tell  me,  now  you 
«re  immediaftefy  ^mg  awa^^  ftdito  thit  mmUyi  ahtl 
yt)u  can  answer  me  without  fear,  Are  you  really  a 
Frank,  or  are  you  not  ?" — Bir/'  said  Mr.  Bruce, 
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I  do  not  lm0W  mhm  jm  wmm  hf  fear  f  i  sliouM  m 

little  decline  answering"  you  any  question  you  have  to 
ask  had  1  ten  years  to  stay,  as  now  I  am  to  quit  this 
eottfitry  to-iiiorfoir  :  1  liato^  fie^tomMan^^  atrd  was 
well  received  by  the  king^  and  Ras  Michael  ;  I  neither 
taught  nor  preached;  no  nian  ever  heard  me  say  ^ 
word  ^otrtrtti^  tnoife  *f  worship  ;  and  As 

often  as  my  duty  Ijis^ri^^^^  me,  I  have  never  failed 
to  attend  Divine  service  as  it  is  established  in  this 
country.  What  is  the  ground  of  fear  that  I  should 
have,  while  under  the  king's  protection,  and  customs 
of  Abyssinia?" — *^  True,"  replied  Tensa  Christos, 
"  I  do  not  say  you  should  be  alarmed  ;  whatever  your 
Mtlt  fel  wonid  defend  you  myself  j  the  Iteghe  knows 
I  always  spoke  well  of  you ;  but  will  you  gratify  an 
old  man's  cuiiosity,  in  telling  me  whether  or  not  you 
n£\y  are  a  l^ra^fe,  Catholic,  or  Jesuit  ?*'  ' 

I  have  too  great  a  reg^t^'^  ^^^^^^^  Mr.  Bruce, 
to  the  request  of  a  man,  so  truly  good  and  virtuous 
as  you,  not  to  have  answered  you  the  question  at  what- 
ever fitirii^  you  could  hav^  asked  itm?  BitiiS  t  do  ti6v«r 
declare  to  you,  by  the  word  of  a  Christian,  that  my 
countrymen  and  I  are  more  distant  in  matters  of  reii- 
gidtt/wom'tiiese^^Ott^^ft^  Catholics,  Jesuits,  of  t'ranks, 
than  you  and  your  Abyssittifths  ape  j  and  that  a  priest, 
of  my  religion,  preaching  in  any  country  subject  to 
those  Franks,  would  as  certainly  be  brought  to  the 
gallows  as  if  he  had  ciitmtiitted  murder,  and  just  as 
speedily  as  you  would  stone  a  Catholic  priest  preach- 
ing here  in  the  midst  of  Gondar.  Every  man  in  our 
countl^j^  fsij^lIdw^M  tti  Mfir^  €M  tii  bis^Wtt  way  ;  afli 
as  long  as  their  teachers  confine  themselves  to  what 
the  sacred  books  have  told  them,  tbej  can  teach  no 
ilt,  audi  thefefoi-fe,  dieseri^^^  ptBi^ttti^t.  Ifo  f^4i* 
gion,  indeed,  teaches  a  naan  evil ;  but,  when  forget* 
ling  this,  they  preach  against  government,  curse  the 
Jcing,  ab$o^v£^  ms  subjects  from  allegiance,  or  incite 
th|^i)[i:|<^  l^)|bellion,  as  being  lawfUl/ tha^Word  of  the 
«iir|l  |i0^er  cuts  thena  off;  without  ^it^j?  yiame  falling 

3  £  2  '  upou 


404:  TRAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA* 

4|ipon  their  religion,  because  these  things  were  done 
in  contradiction  to  what  their  priests,  from  the  scrip- 
ture,  should  have  taught  thew  w^e  truly_  the  iM^U 
©f  that  very  religion."  The  lt^€  i^tr  Itt*6fp0sed» 
fipd  the  subject  was  dropped. 

Mr.  Bruce  then  got  up  ;  and,  passing  to  the  other 
giide'of  tlie  fOBttt,  fee  stomi  by  Tensa  Christos,  saying 
%o  him, "  And  now,  holy  father,  I  have  one,  last  favour 
jto  ask  jou,  which  is  your  forgiveness,  if  1  have  at 
apy  time  oiflferided^ou  j  your  blessing,  now  that  I  ain 
ittiiMfediately  to  depart,  if  I  have  not;  and  your 
prayers  while  on  my  long  and  dangerous  journey, 
through  countries  of  Infidels  and  Pagans." 

JL  fmm  of  applause  sounded  all  throughout  the 
room.    The  Itegh^  said  something,  but  what  Mr. 
Bruce  did  not  hear,    Tensa  Christos  was  surprised 
Apparently  AilS&t.  Bmee*»lmnSll%,  which  he  had  not 
expected  ;  and  cried  out,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "  Is  it 
possible,  Yagoube^  tha,tyou  believe  my  prayers  can  do 
ypu  any  good?'*— shoultf  ndtle ft  CWj^istiaii,  as*  I 
ppfess  to  be,  Father,"  replied  Mr.  Bruce,  *'  if  I  had 
gny  doubt  of  the  effect  of  good  men's  prayers."  So 
saying,  he  stooped  to  kiss  his  hand ;  when  the  priest 
jp,id  a  sra^ll  tfott  cross  upon  his  head,  and,  to  oni*  tflU' 
Teller's  great  surprise,  instead  of  a  benediction,  re- 
peated the  Jjord's  prayer,    Mr.  Bruce  was  afraid  he 
would  hfiVe  feiept  hiitt  iftooping  till  heshoqld  add  the 
ten  commandments  likewise,  when  he  concluded, 
if  Gzier  y'  Baraquc,"  "  Mj^y  God  bless  you  1"  After 
wh\cbf  Mf.  Bruce  msidfe  hi^  ttbelSisitt^e  td  the  Iteghc, 
and  immediately  withdrew,  it  pot  being  the  custom, 
fit  ppblic  audienceS|  Ito  !|S).lpte  atiy  one  in  th^  presence 
pf  the  sovereign. 

Twenty  greasy  moiikt,  however,  had  placed  thefla?. 
gelyes  in  his  way  as  he  went  out,  that  they  might  have 
|,he  credit  of  giving  him  the  blessing  likewise  aftep 
Tensa  Christos.  ^»  fie  had  irerjr  littM  fetth  iii  tfefe 
prayers  of  these  drones,  so  he  had  some  reluctance  to 
ki^s  their  greasy  hapds  ?uid  sleeves ;  however,  in  run- 
'   ning 
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Ludicrous  misundel'staading, 

mug  this  disagreeable  gauntlet,  he  gave  them  his 
blessing*  in  English,-—"  Lord  send  you  all  a  halter^  as 
he  did  to  Abba  Salama,'*  meaning  the  Acab  Saat* 
But  they,  thinking  he  was  recommendingth#m  totha 
patriarch  Abba  Salama,  pronounced  at  random,  with 
great  seeming  devotion,  their  Amen,-~So  be  it. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Journey  from  Gondar  to  Tcherkiii— Reception  at  Tcherkin  by  Ozoro 
Esther— Hunting   of  the  Elephant,  Rhinoceros  and  Buffalo — Hoc. 
Gacamoot — Journey  thence  to  Teawa  capital  of  Atbara — Transactions 
Teawa — ^Treachery  of  Shekh  Ficjele— The  author  proceeds  to 
Beyla—  His  friendly  reception  there,  aa<3  ^ffewards  araong  the  Niiba 


On  the  26th  of  December  1771,  at  one  o'clock  in 
tlie  ti;ft€rnood,  Mn  Broee  Ith  Gondar.  He  had  pur* 
posed  to  set  out  early  in  the  morning-,  but  was  de- 
tained by  the  importunity  of  his  friends.  The  king 
1mA  delayed  Ml^Sifetting  out,  by  seiretmlordersiient  Wtti 
i^l&e  ^e^ingirfas^  and  he  plainly  saw  there 
was  some  meaning  in  this,  and  that  he  was  wishing  to 
throw  difficulties  in  the  way,  till  some  accident,  or  sud- 
den emergency  (never  wanting  in  that  country)  should 
make  it  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to  leave  Abys- 
sinia. When  therefore  the  last  message  came  to  Kos- 
earn  on  the  2!7£h,  M  ttight,  Mr.  Bruee  refiirned  his  re-* 
spectful  duty  to  his  majesty,  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
promise,  and  somewhat  peevishly,  he  believes,  intreat- 
ed  him  to  hijW  t&  fete  fortune  ;  that  bis  semntisi 
ware  dir^ady  gon%  and  ha  mm-  resolved  to  set  out 
next  morning. 

The  next  morning  early,  Mr.  Bruce  was  surprised 
at  the  arrival  of  a  young  nobleman,  lately  made  one 
of  his  bed-chamber,  with  fifty  light  horse.  As  he  was 
satisfied,  that  leaving  Abyssinia,  without  parade,  as 
privately  as  possible,  wii^  the  only  way  to  pass  tlirough 
Sennaar,  he  therefore  insisted  upon  none  of  his  friends 
accompaDying  him^  and  he  begged  to  decline  this  es- 
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cort.  At  length  Mr.  Bruce  set  out  by  the  west  side 
of  Pebra  Tzai^  haying  the  ipountain  on  their  right 
hand.  Fr  6m  file  top  of  that  ascent,  they  saw  the  plain, 
and  flat  country  below,  black,  and,  in  its  appearance, 
one  thick  wood,  which  some  authors  hava  eallad^ late-^ 
ly,  the  Shumeta,  or  Nubian  forest. 
'  All  the  disasters  il^liieh  Mr.  Briice  had  been  threat- 
ened with  in  the  course  of  the  journey,  which  he  had 
thus  begun,  now  presented  themselves  to  his  mind, 
^ii4  tifi^ade,  for  a  tiiOment|>  a  strong  impression  upon 
his  spirits.  But  it  was  too  late  to  draw  back,  the  dye 
was  cast,  for  life  or  for  death  ;  home  was  before  him, 
however  distant;  and  if,  through  the  protection  of 
Providence,  he  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  arrivfe 
there,  he  promised  himself  both  ease  and  the  applause 


and  leai^hid^  111  E  for  having,  by  his  dwti^i^^^ 

vate  efforts  alone,  completed  a  discovery,  which  hatdi 
from  early  ages,  defied  the  addres3^  iodustt^^  $fcild 
cbtirage,  of  all  the  worid. 

Having  rather  hardened,  than  comforted,  his  heaxt^ 
by  these  reflections,  he  now  advanced  down  the  steep 
side  of  the  mountain,  through  very  strong  and  rug- 
ged ground,  torn  up  by  the  torrents  that  fall  on  every 
side  from  above.  This  is  called  the  Descent  of  Mou- 
ra ;  and^  though  both  they  and  their  beasts  were  in 
great  h^ftli  and  spiriti^,  they  eould  not,  with  their 
utmost  endeavours,  advance  much  more  than  one 
mile  an  hour.  Two  Greeks,  one  of  whom  only  was 
his  servant^  ami  a  third,  nearly  blinds  flying  from 
poverty  and  want;  an  old  janissary,  who  had  come 
to  Abyssinia  with  the  Abuna,  and  a  Copht  who  left 
him  at  Sennaar;  these,  and  some  common  men  who 
took  charge  0f  thi§  rheasts,  and  ^€te  to  go  no  ftti^ljin^ 
than  Tcherkin,  were  his  only  conpipai)ian3  in  this  lon^^ 
and  weary  journey. 

.  Oli  thi^  28th  towafdf*  eit^^ening,  having  entered  a 
thick  wood,  winding  round  a  hill,  in  a  south  east  di- 
rection, to  g^t  into  the  |)lain  Ibelov*^^  they  were  sur- 


of  his  country,  and  of  all 


yudiced  men  of  sense 


t^irnded 
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Toxmded  by  a  great  mullitude  of  men,  armed  with 
lances,  shields,  slings,  and  large  clubs  or  sticks,  who 
rained  a  shower  of  stones  towards  them :  but  they 
were  at  such  a  distance,  that  all  of  them  feSt 
greatly  short  of  them.    Whether  this  was  owing  to 
fear,  or  not,  they  did  not  know  ;  but  supposing  that 
it  H^mt  they  fbtttig^ht  it  tlidf  inteffist  tc^l&e^  it  np 
much  as  possible.    Mr.  Bruce,  therefore,  ordered  two 
shots  to  be  fired  over  their  heads ;  not  with  any  inteni^ 
lo  ti«i*  them,  but  tcrl^  t^eni  feear,  by  the  balls 
ipl^jbk^^      among  the  leaves  of  the  trees,  that  their 
guns  carried  farther  than  any  of  their  slings;  and  that, 
distant  as  they  then  were,  they  were  not  in  safety,  if 
they  had  a  disposition  to  do  harm.    They  seemed  to 
understand  the  meaning  of  this,  by  gliding  through 
among  the  bushes,  and  appearing  at  the  top  of  a  hill 
farther  bff^  wh#i^  they  continued  hooping,  and  cry- 
ing, and  making  signs,  which  our  travellers  could 
not,  neither  did  they  endeavour  to  understand,  Anp« 
ther  shot  aimed  at  the  trees  above  them  sirewitjl  l|t# 
they  were  slijl  withb  reach  ;  on  which  they  d€^|^&|tsefl 
or  sat  down  among  the  bushes,  and  were  no  more 
seen  till  Mr.  BruciB  had  pitched  his  tent  on  the  plain 
helow  two  of  their  villages.    This  seemed  to  give 
these  people  fresh  uneasiness ;  for  they  dispatched  a 
man  naked  and  unarmed,  who,  standing,  upon  a  rock^^ 
utiM^t  tn  thfe  0[*ifri  tatigtiage^  that  hfef  waht^tf  io 
come  to  our  travellers.    This  Mr.  Bruce  absolutely 
refused^  that  he  might  not  see  the  smallness  of  the 
ftiitil^r  of  his  attttttots,  md  m\i^  mi  %  him  tcr 
gfeC  iltthtf  ©fl",  0r  he  would  shoot  him.    There  wai< 
no  occasion  to  repeat  the  admonition  ;  he  slid  down 
from  the  rock  like  an  eel,  and  appeared  again  at  a, 
«f0lls$ld0ifmhte  distance,  still  making'  tipti  iMM 
wanted  to  speak  to  the  travellers. 

While  resting  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Mogetch, 
they  had  hmti  o^feirfsJkM  hf  two  ibefi,  and  twi» 
wonjen,  who  were  driving  two  loaded  asses,  and  were 
going  to  Tcherkin  j  they  bad  desired  leave  to  jteep^ 

coxii«, 


TllAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA.  400 


The  thr^e  n[Jii|fia  of  Qki^aisir. 


company  with  our  travellers^  for  fear  of  divnger  on 
the  road,  Mr.  Bruce  had  two  Abyssinian  servants^ 
Ibiti  tley  were  not  yet  lmme  up,  attending  one  i?f  tiife 
^g^ge  mules  that  was  lame.  They  were  o&i%ied 
then  to  have  recourse  to  one  of  these  stranger  woinert^ 
who  understood  the  language  of  Tigre,  and  under* 
>tmk  readily  to  i^iu*y  their  aiessage  to  a  siranger>  who 
Was  still  very  busy  making  signs  from  behind  a  t]!t% 
without  coming  one  step  nearer. 

Mr.  Bnice^s  iiiigsiill^^^t^^  them  was,  tha#}flttiB^  iil€f#« 
ed  the  smallest  appearance  of  further  insolence,  either 
by  ajpproaching  the  tent,  qr  slinging  stones  that  nighty 
tftfe  tiextitodrning,  when  the  hiii^  he^expeeted 
come  up,  he  would  burn  their  town^  and  put  ©y^lf 
man  of  them  to  the  sword.  A  very  submissive  answer 
was  sent  back,  with  a  heap  of  lies  in  excuse  of  what 
lliey  called  their  mistake.  His  two  seiftrAnts  coming 
soon  after,  both  of  whom,  hereafter,  were  to  be  in 
the  service  of  Ayto  Confu,  went  boldly  one  to  each 
Tillage,  to  bring  two  goats,  some  jars  of  l^oro^a^  and 
to  pr&pare  fifty  loaves  of  bread  for  next  morning. 
The  goats  were  dispatched  instantly  j  so  was  the 
h&mii  t  hot  when  the  ittortting  came^  the  people  had 
all  fled  from  their  houses,  without  preparing  any 
bres^d*  These  villages  were  c^llecl  ^imbaar.  They 
wefe  thmtn  titrmber ;  eaeli  ^itilated  tipdn  the  top  of 
a  pointed  hill,  in  a  direction  from  east  to  west,  and 
made  a  very  beautiful  appearance  ffom  the  plain 
below. 

On  the  29th,  they  lefit  the  inhospi&bte  vilfag6s  of 
Gimbaar,  not  without  entertaining  some  apprehen 
Bions  of  meeting  the  inhabitants  again  in  the  course 
id  the  day>  But  though  they  took  every  precaiittoA 
against  being  surprised,  that  prudence  could  dictate, 
their  fear  of  the  encounter  did  npt  Rse  to  any  great 
height.  Mr.  Bruce  got,  indeed,  on  hdi^1bi&ck,  leaving^ 
his  mulei  pttttiiig  qij  I; i8riK>at of  mail.  Leaving  the 
fire--arms  under  the  command  of  Hagi  llsmael,  the 
old  Turk,  he  rode  always  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
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Waalia— The  pass  of  Dav-Dohha 

before  the  bag-g^age,  that  they  might  not  come  sud- 
denly upon  them,  as  they  had  done  the  night  before* 
However,  they  met  with  no  opposition,  but  proceeded 
on  to  Waalia,  and  at  half  past  four  in  the  aft^XHOOli 
encamped  in  the  matket-place, 

.  Wa^tBlb  is  a  collection  of  villages,  each  plaisifed  tipotit 
the  top  of  a  hill,  and  enclosing*,  as  in  a  circle,  an  ex- 
tensive flat  pieae  pf  grouud  tiboul  thyee  miles  over,  on 
'which  a  tery  well  #e^[uente^i  tti&tket  is  kept.  The 
iiameis  given  it  from  a  species  of  small  pigeons,  with 
yellow  breasts  and  variegated  back,  the  fattest  and 
best  of  all  the  pigeon  kind.  Waalia  lies  due  N.  W. 
from  Gondar. 

On  the  30th,  tliey  set  out  from  Waalia,  and  proceed- 
ed along  the  Mai  Lumi,  or  the  river  of  Lemons.  A 
prodigious  quantity  cf  tmii  ImiAtd  ifcfee  bratttii^is  of 
these  trees  even  likely  to  break  them  ;  and  these  were 
in  all  stages  of  ripeness.  Multitudes  of  blossoms 
covered  the  opposite  part  of  ih6  it*&,  md  sdnt  fot^^^ 
the  most  delicious  odour  possible.  They  provided 
l;hemselves  amply  with  this  fruit.  The  natives  make 
use  of  it,  but  our  travellers  found  it  a  great  re- 
#jg$hinent  to  them,  both  mixed  w  ith  their  water,  and 
as  sauce  to  their  meat,  of  which  they  had  now 
no  great  variety  since  their  onions  had  failed  them, 
and  a  supply  of  them  was  no  longer  to  be  procured. 

They  soon  after  reached  the  pass  of  Dav-Lbhha,  a 
very  narrow  defile,  full  of  strata  of  rocks,  like  step» 
or  stairisr,  btttrto  high,  that  withioitt  leaping,  or  being 
pulled  up,  no  horse  nor  mule  can  ascend.  Besides,  the 
ia#cent,  though  short,  is  v^ry  ste^p,  siT)d  almost  choak- 
ed  up  by  huge  stones,  which  the  torpents,  tfter  ^asfe-* 
ing  the  earth  from  about  them,  had  rolled  down  fmtli 
the  mountain  a^bove.  Both  sides  of  the  defile  are  co- 
vered thick  with  wood  and  bushes,  especially  that  de- 
testable thorn  the  kantuffti,  so  justly  rebrobated  in 
Abyssinia.  Having  extricated  themselves  successfully 
from  this  pass,  their  spirits  were  so  elated^  that  theiy 
bi^n  ^  ^ink  their  journey  noW  at  an  en^  ltfli  «&^ 

7  ]6ectbg 


TRAVELS  IN  ABYSSINIA, 


411 
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fleeting*  how  many  passes,  ftill  6f  reard^ttg^alP^ 
still  before  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  January  1772,  Mr> 
B*ncfr  having  dressed  his  liatr,  p6i*furtiM%  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  country,  and  put  oh  clean  clothes, 
with  no  other  arms  but  his  knife,  and  a  pair  of  pistols 
tii^ftlf  gir41e,  earae  out  of  Imtent  to  mount  the  mule 
for  T^^l^ili^  Me  now  saw  a  servant  of  Ayto  Confu's 
whose  name  was  Welleta  Yasous,  and  had  met  him 
the  preceding  night  pulling  the  Guinea-fowls  and  pi- 
geott&  out  of  the  pannier,  wfee*^  hisr  serf  put 
them,  and  scattering  them  upon  the  grourid,  saying 
to  those  who  interrupted  him,  "  Throw  away  this  car- 
jwm :  you  shall  have  a  better  breaMt4  4in^  di» 
to-day and  turning  to  Mr.  Bruce,  more  than  ortlji- 
narily  pleased  at  seeing  him  dressed,  and  that  he  con- 
tinued to  Use  the  Abyssinian  liabit,  he  jumped  upon 
his  mule,  and  appeared  in  great  spirits]  They  all  set 
out  at  a  brisker  pace  than  usual^  by  the  assistance  of 
the  tvfo  fresh  mules. 

^feey  passed  through  the  midst  of  seveml  sm^f  vil* 
lages,  and  at  last  Mr.  Bruce  pitched  his  tent  in  the 
market-place  at  Tcherkin,  which  seemed  a  beautiful 
fewn  laid  out  for  plea^ar fe,  Shadedr  wllfi  ^ne  old  trees. 


pebbles  as  white  m  snow. 

The  impatient  Welleta  Yasous  would  only  give 
Mr.  Bruce  time  to  see  his  quadrant  and  other  instru- 
ments safely  stowed,  but  hurried  him  through  a  very 
liarrow  and  crooked  path  up  the  side  of  the  wountatto, 
at  every  turn  of  which  was  placed  a  great  rock  or 
stone,  the  station  for  muskets  to  enfilade  the  dilieient 
stages  of  the  fdttd  bfelw,  vi^h^  It  was^  strait  for  any 
distance.  They  at  last  reached  the  other  court,  where 
Mr*  Bruce  saw  a  great  many  of  his  old  acquaintance, 
^liOtrt  h6  htd  known  at  Ozoro  Esther's  house  at  Gon* 
dar,  and  who  all  welcomed  him  with  the  greatest  de- 
monstrations of  joy,  a$  if  he  had  come  from  n  long 
journey. 
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Ozoro  Esther  determined  to  risiit  Jerus^l^i|;r 

Mr.  Bruce  was  then  taken  into  an  inner  apartment^ 
where  to  his^reat  surprise,  instead  of  Ayto  Confut 
lie  jiaw  Ms  tiii^  Omto  WtMt^  sitting  oti  a  coacbt 
and  at  her  feet  the  secretary's  daughter,  the  beautrfijl 
Tecla  Mariam  ;  and,  soon  after,  the  secretary  himself^ 
»r>d  several  others  belonging  to  the  court*  Afteir^ 
having  made  a  profound  obeisance,  OziifO  Esther,'* 
said  Mr.  Bruce,  I  cannot  speak  for  surprize.  What 
is  the  meaning  of  your  having  left  Gondar  to  come 
ilitd  this  wilderness  ?  As  for  Tecla  Mariam,  I  am  not 
surprised  at  seeing  her;  I  know  at  any  time  she  would 
xather  die  than  leave  you  j  but  that  you  have  both 
eomfe  Mther^ithoiJt  Ayto  l)cmfa,  ftnd  ifi  so  short  "a^ 
time,  is  what  T  cannot  coniprehend.'* — "  There  isi 
nothing  so  strange  in  this,''  replied  Ozoro  Esther^ 
the  troc^|4  tjl  Begemder  have  taken  aivay  my  li\i$-. 
band,  Ra«  lliclilii^^ -0^^  the^e^^ 
fore,  being  now  a  single  woman,  T  am  resolved  to  ga 
to  Jerusalem  to  pray  for  my  husband,  and  to  die  there, 
and  be  buried  in  th©  holy  sepulchre.  You  would  Qoi 
stay  with  us ;  so  we  are  going  with  you.  1*  tli^rei|t||t 
thingjsurprising  in  all  this?" 

Hitf  tefl  infe  Iriily  ,^  '  «aM  ^fek  liiirfami^  you 
that  know  every  thing,  while  peeping  and  poring 
through  these  Iqn^  glasses,  did  not  jou  learn  by  the 

that  we  wei%t6  iiieet  fwli«eef*^-*^M 
answered  Mr.  Bruce,  if  lh«l!0  WAs  one  star  in  the 
firmament  that  had  announced  to  me  such  agreeable 
news,  I  should  have  relapsed  into  the  old  idolatry  of 
this  country,  and  worshippfNithat  star  for  th0  rest  of 
my  life."  Breakfast  now  came  in  ;  the  conversation 
took  a  verv  lively  turn,  and  from  the  secretary  our 
traveler  tem^ned  ilrat  1^  ^ood  thus:  The 

king,  restoring  the  villages  to  the  Iteghe,  according 
to  the  stipulation  of  his  last  treaty  with  Ppwussen, 
thought  that  he  might  so  far  infringe  upon  it,  frottt 
gratiiude  to  Ras  Michael,  as  to  give  part  of  the  num- 
ber to  Ozoro  Esther,  the  Iteghe's  daughter  ;  and 
Ayto  Confu,  going  to  Tcherkin  to  hunt,  he  tqok  his 


tiiavi;ls  in  abyssinia;  4^ 

mother  along  with  Iiiiri  to  put  bar  fn  possession  fot 
the  Iteghe's  people  were  not  lambs,  nor  did  they  pay 
much  regard  to  the  orders  of  the  king,  nor  to  that  of 
the  Il^l^be  their  mistress.  They  now  wanted  only- 
the  presence,  of  Ay  to  Confu  to  make  their  happiness 
CQmplete ;  he  came  about  four,  and  witli  him  Ayto 
^^^g^ikn»  md  a  great  company*  Thfere  wa« 
nothing  but  rejoicing  on  all  sides.  Seven  ladies,  re^ 
lations  and  compaiiion$  of  Ozoro  Esther,  c^me  with 
Ayto  Confu  ,*  and'  Wv*  Mrnm  edttfesses  thk  to  Hmvid 
been  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  his  life.  Ha  - 
quite  forgot  the  disastrous  journey  he  had  before  him, 
and  all  the  dangers  that  awaited  him.  He  began 
mm  to  regret  being  so  far  in  his  <lray  fo  leave  Aby«* 
sinia  for  ever. 

Ayto  Confu's  house  at  Tcherkin  is  hwilt  on  the  edge  " 
a  precipicfe,  i?i^hi<sli -fett^s  ft  filit]^^  froiii  tlke^^^^ 
tain  Amba  Tcherkin.    It  is  built  all  with  cane  ve^ 
artificially^  the  outer  wall  being  composed  of  fascines 

canes,:  so  neatly  joined  together  aa  not  to  be  pene«- 
trated  by  tl^itt wind/  The  entry  it fkm  mmU^ 
side,  very  crooked  and  difficult,  half  way  up  the  rock. 
On  the  ejisi  is  a  very  plentiful  spring,  which  furnishes 
1tli6  h^use  with  excellent  waten  Yet  after  all,  this 
house,  though  inaccessible,  is  not  defensible,  and 
affords  very  little  safety  to  its  master;  for  the  Shan- 
gala,  W^ih  flax,  or  any  thing  combustible,  tied  to  - 
the  point  of  their  arrows,  could  easily  set  it  on  fire  if 
they  once  approached  it  j  and  the  Abyssinians  with 
guns  could  as  easily  deatroy  it, 'as,  on  such  occasions, 
they  wrfljp  theli  hfeife  m^  wads.    The  ingffte^^jf 

the  state  rooms  were  hung  with  long  stripes  of  car]^- 
ing,  and  the  floors  covered  with  the  same* 

About  Tcherkin  is  g^eai  ptenty  <rf  g^m  of  every 
sort,  elephants,  rhinoceroses,  and  a  great  number  of ' 
buffaloes,  which  differ  nothing  in  form  from  the  buf- 
faloesM  iEurope  or  of  Egypt,  hut  feVf  mmh  in  teida^^ 
per  and  disposition.    They  are  fierce;  rash,  and  fea?- 
Jeiss  of  danger  }  and,  qpntrary  to  the  praqto  of  any 

other 
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other  creature  ^^t^t  ^carnivorous,  they  attack  the  traveli*^ 
ler  and  the  hunter  equally,  and  it  reqiiires  ac^^ress  to 
escape  from  them.  They  seem  tfy  be,  of  nil  otliets, 
the  creature  the  most  given  to  ea^e  wad  indulgeace.  * 
They  lie  under  the  most  shady  trees,  near  large  pools 
of  water,  of  which  they  make  constant  use,  and  sleep 
#DtmctIy  all  the  day  long.  The  flesh  of  the  female  i» 
very^  good  when  fat,  but  that  of  the  male,  hard,  lean, 
and  disagreeable.  Their  horns  are  used  in  various 
mamiers  by  thetumm,  in  whicli  cralttlife^^A^^ 
are  very  expert. 

Though  they  were  all  happy  in  their  wish  in  this 
enchanted  mountain,  the  active  spirit  of  Aytd  Coftfa 
could  not  rest ;  he  was  come  to  hunt  the  elephant,  and 
hunt  him  he  would.  All  those  that  understood  any 
thing^  of  this  exercise  had  assembled  from  a  great  dis- 
tant %o  meet  Ayt«i  <3itiafil  aatTcherkin.  He  and  En^ 
gedan,  from  the  moment  he  arrived,  had  been  over- 
looking, from  the  precipice,  their  servants  training 
and  managing  th^ir  hotst^  in#fe  inarket^pla^^^ 
Great  bunches  of  the  finest  canes  had  been  brought 
from  Kuara  for  javelins  j  the  whole  house  was 
employed  in  fitting  heads  to  them  in  most  advan- 
tageous manner.  Mr.  Bruce  would  have  hmn  very 
well  content  to  have  remained  where  he  was ;  yet  the 
preparations  for  sport  of  so  noble  a  kind  roused  hi& 
^piritis»,  and  made  him  desirous  to  join  in  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  ladies  all  declared,  that  they  thought, 
by  leaving  them,  they  were  devoting  them  to  death 
&t  slavery,  M  m€f  did  hot  doubt,  if  the  Shangalla 
missed  the  hunting  party,  they  would  come  forward 
to  the  mountain  and  slay  them  all.  But  a  sufficient 
garrison  was  left,  and  they  were  well  assured  that 
the  Sha»galla,  being  informed  they  were  out,  and 
amned,  and  knowing  their  numbers,  wonld  take 
care  to  keep  close  in  their  thickets  far  out  of  their 
way,, 

On  the  6th,  an  hour  before  day,  after  a  hearty 
bres^kfast,  thpy  mounted  on  horseback,  to  the  number 

of 
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The  Agageer. 

of  about  thirty,  belonging  to  Ay  to  Confu.  But  there 
was  another  body,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  which  uiade 
hmi^ng  the  dtpbaM  their  piriti^^^^  ^Irei^ 
men  dwell  constantly  in  the  woods,  and  know  very 
little  the  use  of  bread,  living  entirely  upon  the  flesh 
df  tlb§  Blasts  they  kill,  chiefly  that  or  the  elephant;  or 
rhinoceros.  They,  are  exceedingly  thiti,  Hg^ht^  amd 
agile,  both  on  horseback  and  foot  ;  very  swarthy, 
though  few  of  them  black  ;  none  of  them  woolly- 
headed,  andiiE{I*ha£te  European  features.  They  are 
called  Agageer,  a  name  of  their  profession,  not  of  their 
nation,  which  comes  from  the  word  Agar,  and  sig- 
nifl^  #  fidifgh  <)r  W^^*-string  with  i  weapon. 
More  properly  it  means,  indeed,  the  cutting  the  ten- 
don  of  the  heel,  arjd  is  the  characteristic  of  the  manner 
^Ti  wfe^h  they  Wt  Jhe  elepbaut^  wlrft^h  k  shm^tJy 
follows : — Two  men  absolutely  naked,  without  any 
rag  or  covering  at  all  upon  them,  get  on  horseback  ; 
this  precaution  is  from  fear  of  being  laid  hold  of  by 
the  trees  or  bijg^es^  in  making  their  escape  ftmi  A 
very  watchful  enemy.  One  of  these  riders  sits  upon 
the  back  of  the  horse,  sometimes  with  a  saddle,  and 
sometimes  without  one,  l?dth  only  a  swi^iih  Of  sh^^ 
stick  in  one  hand,  carefully  managing  the  bridle  with 
the  other;  behind  him  sits  his  companion,  >T[ho  has  no 
other artnii than  a  lrr«a^w#rd,  Wt^^^  tiife 
Sclavonians,  and  which  is  brought  from  Trieste.  His 
left  hand  is  employed  grasping  the  sword  by  the  han- 
dle, and  about  fourteen  inches  of  the  blade  is  covered 
with  whip-cord.  This^  ^art  he  takes  in  his  right 
hand,  without  any  danger  of  being  hurt  by  it ;  and, 
though  the  edges  of  the  lower  part  of  the  sword 
are  as  sharp  as  ft  iraz-or,  he  cai^fes  it  1^i«hont  a 
$cabbard. 

As  soon  as  the  elephant  is  found  feeding,  the  hor^e-s 
tiieg  before  Mrii  as  tie^r  as  possible;  or,  if  he 
flies,  crosses  him  in  all  directions,  crying,  *'Iam 
m\ch  a  man  and  such  a  man ;  this  is  my  horse,  that  has 
l^kil  Jiatne^^^  I  killed  your  father  in  such  a  place,  and 

your 
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your  grand-father  in  such  another  place,  and  I  am 
now  come  tp  kill  yom  yp^  are  but  an  asi;  in  compa- 
rison of  th6«i/*  This  ii6niSeii&e  hie  believes  the 
elephant  understands^  who,  chafed  and  angry  at  hmt-- 
iug  the  noise  immediately  before  him,  seeks  to  seize 
hini  with  his  trunk,  or  pfPboscis,  and,  intent  upon  this, 
follows  the  horse  every  where,  turning  round  with 
him  frequently,  neglectful  of  making  his  escape  by 
running  straight  forward,  in  which  consists  his  only 
safety*  Aftetlemng  mwim  Mia  turn  mm  drtwi(B6 
in  pursuit  of  the  horse,  the  horseman  rides  close  up 
along  j$ide  of  him,  and  drops  his  companion  just 
Mnd  on  the  off  iiflde  ;  and  while  he  engages  the  ^le-^ 
phant's  attention  upon  the  horse,  the  footman  behind 
gives  him  a  drawn  stroke  just  above  the  heel,  or  what 
in  nian  is  called  the  tendon  of  Achilles.  This  is  the 
critical  nioment ;  the  horseman  immediately  wheels 
round  and  takes  his  companion  up  behind  him,  and 
rides  off  full  speed  after  the  rest  of  the  herd,  if  they 
}iav#  ttatlrl^d  more  than  m^  ;  afi^  soi&ifitittteH  an  lexp^i^' 
Agageer  will  kill  three  out  of  one  herd.  If  the  sword 
is  good,  and  the  man  not  afraid,  the  tendon  is  com-^ 
inonly  entirely  separated;  anil  if  t^2sh5S6t  c^^^ 
it  is  generally  so  far  divided,  that  the  anln»al,  with 
the  stress  he  puts  upon  it,  breaks  the  remaining  part 
asunder.  In  either  case,  he  remains  incapable  of  ad- 
tr^ticing  a  step,  till  the  horsetnan  returning,  or  his 
companions  coming  up,  pierce  him  through  with  ja- 
velins and  lances ;  he  then  falls  to  the  ground,  and 
expirei  Willi  Ihe  IdsStif  bloddr 

The  Agageer  nearest  Mr.  Bruce  presently  lamed 
his  elephant,  and  left  hini  standin|^p  Ay  to  Engedan^ 
Ayto  Confu,  Guebra  Mari^ta,  ftfti  several  others^ 
iixed  their  spears  in  the  other,  before  the  Agageer  had 
cut  his  tendons.  Mr.  Bruce's  Agageer,  hou^ever, 
having  wounded  the  first  elephant,  failed  in' the  pnt- 
suit  of  the  second  ;  and,  being  close  upon  him  at  en* 
tering  the  w^ood,  he  received  a  violent  blow  from  a 
branch  of  a  tree  which  the  elephant  had  bent  by  his 
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weig-lit,  and,  aftet-  passing*,  allowed  it  to  replace  it-r 
self,  when  it  knocked  doAvn  both  the  riders,  and  very 
much  Kurt  the  horse.  This,  indeed,  is  the  great 
Amger  ifi  elephant  hunting  j  for  some  of  tlrfe  tlf^t 
that  are  dry  aud  i^hort,  break,  by  the  violent  pressure 
t)f  so  immense  a  body  moving  so  rapidly,  and  fall 
tipon  the  pursiwtt^  ^t^^dfc^'tfee  rbikdte.  Bttt  the 
greatest  number  of  these  trees,  being-  of  a  succulent 
iquality^  they  bendj  Avithout  breaking,  and  return 
quickly  to  theif  fbrnit#i'  p&siMon,  when 'they  strike 
i)oth  horse  attd  man  so  violently,  ihltit  tliey  oft^n  heat 
them  to  pieceSi  and  scatter  them  upon  the  plain. 
Dexterous,  too,  as  the  riders  are,  the  elephant  some- 
times reaches  them  with  his  trunk,  with  which  he 
dashes  the  horse  ag-ainst  the  ground,  and  then  sets  his 
feet  upon  him,  till  he  tears  him  limb  from  limb  with 
iiis  proboscis ;  a  great  mmy  hunters^  iie  thiu  way  . 
Besides  this,  the  soil,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  is 
Split  into  deep  chasms,  or  cavities^  b^  thte  heat  of 
m&  stttt,  tto  tidtMhg^«fttt  M  iia^re  diing^a^tis 
the  riding. 

A«  soon  the  elephant  i$  slain,  they  cut  the  whole 
iAej^lH^flf  4iis  botie«  into  thongs,  like  the  reins  bf  a 
btmley  and  hang  these,  like  festoons,  npon  the  branches  , 
-of  trees,  till  they  become  perfectly  dry,  without  salt, 
and  they  then  lay  them  by  for  their  provision  in  the 
leason  of  thena^lns.  . 

There  now  remained  but  two  elephants  of  those 
ihat'had  been  discovered,  which  were  a  she  one  with 
*  carlifi  QPhe  Agageer  wonid  willingly  have  Ietrth6se 
alone,  as  the  teeth  of  the  female  are  very  small,  and 
the  young  oner  is  of  no  sort  of  value,  even  for  food, 
>its  flesh  shrinking  much  upon  drying.  But  the  hun- 
ters would  not  be  limited  in  their  sport.  Tha  people 
liaving  observed  the  pkce  of  her  retreat,  eagerly  fol- 
lowed. She  wa§  Vfery  soon  fonnd,  and  as  soon  lamed 
by  the  Agageers^ibut  when  they  came  to  wound  her 
with  the  darts,  as  every  one  did  in  their  turn,  to  their 
i^ery  great  surprise,  the  young  one  which  had  beien 
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iiilibreci  to  escape  miheedtd  and  a^bi^ii^f  jsame  b^^ 
from  the  thicket  apparently  in  greater  anger,  running 
upon* the  horses  and  men  with  all  the  violence  it  was 
ittkkfer  of;  Mr.  Biniaermi  m&m&dli  ^s^.  tiatitii 
as  he  ever  was,  upon  such  an  occasion,  afflicted,  at 
seeing  the  gre^it  affection  of  the  little  animal  defends 
Sngi#'  W6tt^^^  mother,  hee^ltss  of  il«  owti  li^  or 
ifsi^ty.  He  therefore  cried  to  them  for  God's  sake  to 
jipare  the  mother,  though  it  was  then  too  lat^  and 
the  calf  had  made  several  attacks  upon  Mr/'iSriice, 
lirhichhe  avoided  without  difficulty.  At  la^t, making 
one  of  his  attacks  upon  Ayto  Engedan,  it  hurt  him  a 
little  on  the  leg;  upon  which  he  thrust  it  through 
with  his  latl^e,  ®^  others  did  after,  and  it  then  fell 
dead  before  its  wounded  motheCi^  whc»m  it  Ji»d  SQ 
fectionately  defended,      '         i  "  . 

iSere,  says  Mr.  Ilrmie,i§  an  a 
jjfCttmg  one  too,  possessing  abstracted  sentiments  to  a 
#ery  high  degree*  By  its  flight  on  the  first  appear** 
aiioe  tif  th#  huiit€Sm,  it  is  plain  it  appreliendeijdaii*- 
ger  to  itself  j  it  also  reflected  upon  that  of  itsi  iiliothar^ 
which  was  the  cause  of  its  return  to  her  assistance. 
This  affection  or  duty,  or  let  us  call  it  any  thing  we 
^BMe^  ^d^pl^^^^  Wa»  li1brof)ger  than  the. fear  ^ 
danger;  and  it  must  have  conquered  tliat  fear  by  re* 
flection  before  it  returned,  when  it  resolved  to' make 

1b€St  i^i  last  eibrt^^^  fm  \t  n^v^t 
afterwa-rds. 

Mr*  Bruce  and  his  party  then  sought  about  for  tibe 
M^f^t  imB  rhltnoeeroses ;  but  though  tiefe  wai^ 
plenty  of  both  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  eoujd  not 
find  them  ;  the  noise  and  firing  in  the  morning  ]ia¥r 
ing  probably  scared  them  away.  Ckne  Tbinoceros 
was  only  sea«uby^  servant.  They  returned  In  the 
evening  to  a  greati:6ref  and  lay  all  night  iin^^r  the 
shade  of  trees.  '   '  ^r^  w 

*She  next  morning  they  were  on  horsteback  by  the 
dawn  of  day  in  search  of  the  rhinoceros,  many  of 
which  they  had  heard  make  a  ^  very  deepi  groan  and 

.  cry 
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Hunting  of  ihe  Ehiinoceros. 

cry  as  the  morning  approached  j  several  of  the  Aga- 
geers  then  joined  1;hein  }  and  jifter  they  had  searched 
akiut  m  hoitt  iti  the  very  tliiidkiei^t  part  of  thfe  woed^ 
one  of  them  rushed  out  with  great  violence,  crossing 
the  plain  towards  a  wood  of  canes  that  was  about  twa 
miles  distant.  Biit  though  he  ran,  or  rather  trotted, 
Vfith  Stttprising  speed,  considering  his  bulk,  he  was, 
in  a  very  little  time,  transfixed  with  thirty  or  forty 
javelins  ;  which  so.  confounded  hiui,  that  he  left  hi«* 
purpose  of  going  to.  the  wood,  and  i:an  into  a  deep 
bole,  ditch,  or  ravine,  without  outlet,  breaking  above 
«t  dozen  of  the  Javelins  as  he  entered.  Here  they 
thottgbtbei^fi^ait^  as  in  « ti^p,  f^r  he  histc!  iseftf  ci|i 
room  to  turn  ;  when  a  servant  who  had  a  gun, 

st^ding^  4^^^^%  9^^*"  l^i"^  fi^'^^^     his  head,  and  the 

to  all  appeatftfice  dead.  All 
titGa^  mfoot  now  jumped  in  with  their  knives  to  cut 
bini  qp,  and  they  had  scarcely  begun,  when  the  ani- 
mal recovered  so  far  as  to  rise  upon  his  knees  j  happy 
then  was  thm  mm  thia^  escaped  first  ;^A*rd  had  not  anii 
of  the  Agageers,  who  w^as  himself  engaged  in  the  ra- 
^Tine,  cat  the  sinew  of  the  hind  leg  as  he  wais  retreat- 
ingi  there'would  bi^6  sorffivrittl  Afctfottlft 

of  the  foot-hunters  that  day. 

,  ^  After  haying  dispatched  hyn,  Mr.  Bruce  was  curious 
m&  what  wottnd  tbfe  sltot^^tdl  given,  which  had 
operated  so  violently  upon  m  huge  an  animal  ;  and 
be  doubted  not  it  was  in  the  brain.  But  it  had  struck 
him  no  where  but  upon  the  point  of  the  foremost 
,horn,  of  iirbkltei^  blld  Carried  off  above  an  inch; 
and  this  occasioned  a  concussion  that  had  stunned 
him  for  a  minute,  till  the  bleeding  had  recovered  him. 
Mr.  Bruce  presii^vred  #ie  horn  from  currosityv 

They  had  not  gone  far  before  a  wild  boar  arose 
between  Mr.  Bruce  and  Ay  to  Engedan,  which  our 
traifell#i*-  lttimediately  kilted  witb  bis  javelin,  ^hk 
was  the  sport  Mr.  Bruce  had  been  many  years  used 
to  in  Barbary,  and  was  infinitely  more  dexterous  at  it 
tlkm  afty  0f  the  py^sent  company  j  this  put  biin  more 
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upon  a  par  with  his  companions,  who  ha<l  not  failed 
to  lofn^h  at  hiui^  upon  highorae'j*  refusal  tp  cun^  him 
imstv  eithei*     tii^  ^Jepbant  or  rhinoeeros*  m^v^t 

Amnionios  was  a  naati  of  approved  courage'  and 
conduct,  and  had  been  in  all  the  wars  of  Ras»Mi- 
chael,  and  was  placed  about  Ayto  Confu,  to  lead  the 
tro(;>ps,  curb  the  presumption,  and  check  the  inipe* 
tiiosity,  of  that  youthful  warrior.  He  was  tall,  and 
aukwardly  made ;  slow  in  speech  and  motion,^  sa 
ttineli  m  etr^ti  to  e  t^dmftfe  |  ^hmi  #xty  f&sm 
of  age,  and  more  corprdeiit  than  the  Abyssinians  g-e- 
fterally  are  j  in  a  word,  as  pedantic  m\d  grave  in  hi» 

whole  leisure  time  in  reading  the  Scripture^nor  did  he 
willingly  discourse  of  any  thing  else.  had  been 
Wed  a  foot  soldier  |  ajill  lhoDgh  he  rode  as  well  aai 
many  of  the  Aby^lriiiiMj  yet,  having  long  stirrup 
leathers,  with  iron  rings  at  the  end  of  them,  into 
w  hich  he  put  his  naked  toe  only  instead  of  stirrups, 
he  had  not  stratigftli  0lf  ag^Uitjr  on  horsebarek^  ni6#1?(Nts^ 
his  bridle  such  as  would  command  his  horse  to  stop;  or 
wind  and  turn  sharj>ly  among  tree,  though  he  might 

A  bonr,  i^used  on  our  right,  had  wounded  a  horse 
and  a  footnmn  of  Ayto,  Confu,  and  then  escaped^ 
¥wo  b^tifEiliks  were  f ontf^^  l>y  fhose  on  the  rights  otte 
of  which  wounded  a  horse  likewise.  Ayto>  Confu, 
Engedan,  <5^uebra,  Mariam,  and  Mr.  Bruce,  killed 
the  .other 'With  e^ual  share  of  merit,  without  being 
in  any  sort  of  claugen  A}tthw^^«8  in  little  more 
than  an  hour  when  their  sport  seemed  to  be  at  the 
best;  their  horses  were  considerably  blown,  not  tired, 
and  though  they  were  beating  hoMe%^i*5^>  SlM  th^y 
were*  looking  very  keenly  for  more  game. '  Amnio- 
nios was  on' the  left  among  the  bushes^  and  some 
Uwge  beautiful^  Mtlr  §pi^ding  treies^  dd^e.  on  'the 
banks  of  the  river  Bedowi,  which  stands  there  in 
ppok*  \VIhether  the  bufFajo  found  Ammouios,,.or 
iltiW<in^?^4il^ '^^^^^        ir^fet  they  <:ouldnever  ^gefe 

^  mm 
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He  is  in  very  inimineiit  danger. 

hiin  to  explain  to  them  :  but  he  had  wounded  the 
beast  slightly  in  the  buttock;  which^  in  return,  ha<i 
f  ored  Ms  hori^^  al*5  thrown  botli  Mm       it  to  t}i^ 
g-round.    Luckily,  however,  his  cloak  had  fallen  off, 
which  the  biiffalo  tore  in  pieces,  and  enaployed  hini-> 
self  fiir^  fiiirii^^^  trltl^  ihftt  and  with  the  horse,  but 
then  left  them,  and  followed  the  nmn  as  soon  asvllf 
saw  him  rise  and  run.    Ammonios  got  behind  one 
Jarge  tree,  and  fronn^that  to  another  still  larger.  The 
bll^Io  turned  very  aukwardly,  but  kept  close  hi  put* 
suit;  and  there  is  no  doubt  he  would  have  worn  out 
their  companion,  who  was  not  used  to  such  <ju]ck 
toiotion*   Ay  to  Engedan,  who  Was  nea*^,  4ttd  tnf^ 
hafve  assisted  him,  was  laughing,  ready  to  die  at  the 
dyoll*  figure  ;  a  man  of  Ammonios'  grave  carriage 
made,  running  m3  skipping  about  naked,  with  & 
swiftness  he  bad  never  practised  all  his  life  before; 
and  Engedan  continued  calling:  tp  Cpnfil  to  par- 
take of  the  diversion.  ^.^^ 
The  moment  Mr.  Bruce  heard  his  repeated  crie?J 
he  galloped  out  of  the  bushes  to  the  place  where  iie 
was,  and  could  not  help  laughing  at  his  ridiculojtis 
figure,  very  attentively  to  the  beast's  i!i0t]0i3s,  wiifM 
seemed  to  dodge  with  great  addrjess,  and  keep  t9  liis 
adversary  with  the  utmost  obstinacy.    As  soon  as 
Engedati  *iaw  Uti^^  Bmee      wied,  /^yagoulipf 
the  love  of  Christ !  for  the  love  of  the  blessed  Vijt^|ii  ? 
dpn't  interfere  till  Confu  conies  np.''    Confu  immeT 
iktely  arrived,  and  laughed  niore  than  Engedan, 
bjit  did  not  offer  to  interfere  j  on  the  contrary,  h& 
clapped  his  hands,  and  cried,  "Well  done,  Ammo- 
tlios!'*  swearing  he  never  saw  so  equal  a  match  in  his 
life-    The  unfortunate  Ammonios  had  been  drivett 
from  tree  to  tree,  till  he  had  got  behind  one  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  water  ^  but  the  brush-wood  upon 
the  banks>  and  his  ^ttentliijv     the,  buffitid,  litndemi 
,him  from  seeing  how  far  it  was  below  him.  Nothing 
ponld  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  see  him  holding  th^ 
teef  Mth  i«rt!i  Iiik1|4tidi%  peeping  first  am  W^'^d^ 
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then  another,  to  see  by  tvhich  the  beast  would  turn* 
And  well  he  might  be  on  his  guard  ;  for  the  imimal 
Was  absolutely  mad,  tossing  up  the  grountl'  with  his 
feet  both  before  and  behind.  "  Sir,'*  said  Mr.^Brttee 
to  Ayto  Confu,  "  this  will  be  but  an  ugly  joke  to- 
night, if  we  bring  home  that  man's  corpse,  killed  in 
the  very  midst  of  us  white^  #^  were  looking  nnJK 
Saying,  this,  he  parted  at  a  canteer  behind  the  trees^ ' 
crying  to  Ammonios  to  throw  himself  into  the  watieti 
when  he  should  strike  the  bea^t';  and  ieeing  the  buf<* 
falo's  head  turned  from  Mr.  Bruce,  at  full  sp^ed,  he 
ran  the  spear  into  the  lower  part  4f  his  bell^,  through 
fiiS  whole  intestines,  till  ft  i  oil 

the  other  side,  and  there  Jfe  left  it  with  a  view  to  hin- 
der the  buffalo  from  turning.  It  was  a  speaf  which^ 
though  small  in  the  head,  had  a  strong,  tough^  uea^ 
iloned  shaft,  which  did  not  break  by  .striking  it 
against  the  trees  and  bushes,  and  it  pained  and  im- 
peded the  animaVs  motions,  till  Ammonios  quitting 

liteeVdashed  thiwgh  th?#  liiSh^g  %ith  i«ttn 
culty,  and  threw  himself  into  the  river.  But  hc^e  a 
dkn^^er  occurred  that  Mr.  Bruce  had  not  foitese^d* 
^the  pooi  wnt  ^ry  deep,  and  AftittidiiTlM  dould  not 
swim  J  so  that  though  he  escaped  from  the  buffalo, 
he  would  infallibly  have  been  .4yowyied^  ha^  h«  not 
caught  hold  of  some  strong  foiM  of  a  tree  slidoting 
"'itit  idf  the  bank;  and  therfe  he  lay  in  perfect  safety 
from  the  enemy  till  the  servants  went*  round,  and 
brought  him  out  of  the  pool  on  the  farther  side. ' 

Inn  ttte  mean  time  Uhe^  buffalo,  mortally  woundedf 
seeing  his  enemy  had  escaped,  kept  his  eyes  intent 
upon  the  hunters,  who  were  about  forty  yards  from 
Mtti,  i^alfeiisg  teaek^  t6wd;rds  the  cottipany,  wMfi 
intent  to  turn  suddenly  upon  the  nearest  horse  ;  when 
Ay  to  Qqnfu  ordered  twp  men  with  guns^  to  shoot  him 
throufh  the  head,  attd4te^  Iti^att^^  ^ell.  The  twtf 
they  first  killed  were  females  j  this  last  was  a  bull, 
and  one  of  the  largest,  confessedly^  that  had  ever 
bepn  seen.    Though  not  fat,  Mr.  Bruce  supposes  he 

'    <5  '  *  weigheil 
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weighed  nearer  fifty  than  forty  stona.  His  horns 
from  the  ro(rt;,  following  the  line  of  their  curve,  were- 
about  fifty -two  inches,  and  nearly  nine  where  thickest 
in  drciittilerence.  They  were  fftl^mt  if&tsndv 
Ay  to  Confu  ord^ad  the  head  to  be  ciit  ofiv  and 
cleared  of  its  ilesh^  so  that  the  horns  and  skeletoii 
of  tfte  feead  otily  teisiamed  ;  tlis  he  hung  up  in  his 
great  hall  among  tlie  probo&ces  of  elephants,  and  horns 
of  rhinoceroses,  with  this  inscription  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, Ya^oube  the  Kipt  killed  this  upon  the 
Bed^KvV^  ;  ^ 

The  evening  of  the  day  whereon  they  set  out  td 
hunt,  some  men  arrived  from  Ras  el  Feel  sent  by  Ya^ 
sjne^  with  eatiiels  for  their  baggage,  nothing  bi;^  iiiitl^ 
lit^ng  used  at  Tcherkin.  They  brought  word,  that 
1^0^  ghaDgalla  were  down  near  the  Tacazze  so  that 
tiow^  war#e  |im  pass  without  fear  ;  that  JiM  dl 
Jeleel,  the  former  Shiim  of  Has  el  Feel,  Yasine^s 
jmortai  enemy,  had  been  flfeen  lurking  in  the  country 
near  Sancaho ;  but  as  h&  W^  rnl]^  four  men,  and  was 
liimself  a  known  coward,  ii  lAiHk  probable  hi 
would  attempt  any  thing  against  our  travellers^ 
though  it  would  be  always  better  for  them  to  kee|^ 
on  their  guard.  ,  - 1 

TcheriLin  has  a  mai4cet  on  Saturdays,  in  which  raw 
cotton,  cattle,  honey,  and  coarse  cotton  cloths,  are 
•old*   The  Shangalla^  fbrmeriy  tki^leited  ^ehfedkin 

Sreatly ;  but  for  tbirty  years  past  they  had  done  little 
amagff  The  small-pox  raged  ^so  violently  for  a 
3iuiil!i«*  of  years*  among  them,  tltftt  |t  greatly  dimi- 
nished their  number,  and  caiisequii^lt:^^  Umif  ptmet 
K>f  troubling  their  neighbours. 

-  On  Wednesday  the  eighth  of  January,  Mr.  Bruce 
having  rectified  his  quadrant  with  great  att^ifvtion, 
found  the  latitude  of  Tcherkin,  to  be  18**  7'  35'  north. 
But  though  from  that  time'  he  was  ready  to  depart, 
he  could  lit^  possibly  get  disengaged  frolftat  hift  friertds, 
but  by  a  composition,  which  was,  that  he  should  stay 
till  the  15th^  the  day  before  Ozoro  Esther  and  hc^r 

company 
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C0iltp€iny  were  to  set  out  on  their  turn  to  Gondar ; 
and  that  they,  on  their  part  should  suffer  Mr.  Bruce 
to  depart  on  that  day,  without  further  persuasion,  or 
throwing  any  dfeslftt^le  whatever  in  his  WAf^  - 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  January,  they  left 
Tcfaerkin,  and  entered  immediately  among  thick 
W6^s ;  but  proceeded  very  slowly,  %k  jpftfi  teing 
bad  and  unknown,  if  it  could  be  mlled  a  rbad^  an4 
tbBir  camels  overloaded* 

On  the  17th  in  the  ttidrning,  they  camfe  to^#attimho^ 
an  old  frontier  territory  of  Abyssinia*  The  town  may 
consist  of  about  300  huts  or  houses,  neatly  built  of 
cariesi  and  curiosly  thatched  with  leaves  of  the  samel 
It  rises  in  the  midst  of  a  plain,  and  r^giieiiables  in  shape 
Tfcherkin  Amba,  though  much  larger :  a  considera- 
ble district  all  around  belongs  to  it,  of  wilds  and 
%d0d*,  if  siHsh  airtbesa,  aiiiiiitkiifei:fe^^  to  wild 
beasts,  can  be  said  to  belong  to  any  man.  The  east 
end  slopes  with  rather,  a  jsteep  descent  into  the  plain ; 
mid  though  that  is  a  nan^w  i(?iiriMtt^^ 
th^  work  of  art,  being  obstructed  at  turns  by  huge 
stones,  and  at  different  stages,  for  the  purpose  of  de^ 
fence  by  guns  or  ^ri?iOwa;j  th^nther^es*  ^^^^ 
rock  are  perpendicular  pifeeipices.  The  rnbabitants. 
of  the  town  are  Baasa,  a  race  of  Shangall^  C<imV€r|«d 
to  the  Mahometan  religion.  ? 

On  the  20th  our  travellers  proceeded  but  a  mile 
and  a  half ;  their  beasts  and  themselves  being  equally 
fatigued,  and  their  clothes  torn  all  to  rags,  when  they 
Mrrtv^  si  #tifetij<3«fe^  Whtdb  4s  a  very  delightful  spot 
by  the  river  side ;  small  woods  of  very  high  trees,  in- 
terspersed with  viery  beautiful  lawns ;  several  fields 
%h0  ciilti^ted  Wii^i  eotton  j  >  variety  of  game  (espe- 
diiB3^  Guinea  fowls,  in  great  abundance)  and,  upon 
every  tree,  parroquetSi  of  a)l  the  different  kindls  and 
colours,  coroposethebeautfes  of  Guanjook^Mf.  Btfttii^ 
saw  no J^ai*ots,  and  supposes  there  is  none  ;  but  on 
firing  a  gun,  the  first  probably  ever  heard  ,in  those 
woods,  there  was  such  a  screaming  of  other  birds  on 
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nil  sideSy  some  flyings  to  the  place  whence  the  noise 
came,  and  some  flying  from  it,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  hear  distinetlj  any  other  sound. 

They  contintti^  their  journey  from  thence,  and  at 
a  quarter  after  one  came  to  Mariam-Ohha,  and  at 
half  past  thi'ee  arrived  at  Hor-Cacamoot.  Hor,  in 
that  coutiiry>  llgtilfi#r#e  dry  deep  bed  of  a  torrent, 
which  has  ceased  to  run  ;  and  Cacamoot,  the  shade  of 
death ;  so  that  Yasine's  village,  where  they  now  took 
tiprtheir  quarters,  k  dalled  thfe  Tilley  the  Shad#w^ 
of  Death ;  a  bad  omen  for  weak  and  wandering  tra^ 
vellers,  as  they  were  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of 
dangers,  and  so  far  from  home,  that  there  seemed  to 
be  but  one  thlit  could  bring  them  thithet*  They 
trusted  in  him,  and  he  did  deliver  them. 

Hor-Cacanioot  is  situated  in  a  plain  in  the  midst 
:llf$a  wood,  so  much  only  of  which  has  been  cleared 
away  as  to  make  room  for  the  miserable  huts  of  which, 
it  consists,  and  for  the  small  spots  of  ground  on  which 
they,  sow  mashilla,  or  maise>  fntnish  thera  with 
bread.  Their  other  food  consists  entirely  of  the  flesh 
of  the  elephant  and  rhinoceros,  and  chiefly  of  the 
fdrtfleti  th^tp^ttMe  df  %ttnting  th  elephant  is  not 
greater  than  chasing  the  rhinoceros,  and  the  difl^erence 
of  g^rain  is  much  superior.  The  elephant  has  a 
greater  qitantity  of  better  flesh,  while  his  large  teeth  • 
are  very  valuable,  and  aflbrd  a  ready  price  every 
where.  The  inhabitants  being  little  acquainted  with 
the  use  of  fire  arms,  the  smaller  game  of  the  deer 
kind  are  not  mutsh  fertd^ilfedt  ttM^^  b^^^  Shan^ 
galla,  who  make  use  of  bows  and  arrows,  so  thatth€$i@ 
animals  are  increased  beyond  imagination. 

Ras  el  Feel  consisted  ^6jde^fihMy^^  viikges.* 
All  the  Arabs  of  Atbara,  resorted  to  them  with  butter, 
honey,  horses,  gold,  and  many  other  commodities  j; 
mt€  th#  ^^h^Mi  bf  ^ttmrfi,  IMng  upon  the'  frontier 
of  Sennaar,  entertained  a  constant  good  correspond^ 
ence  with  the  Shekh  of  ^Ras  el  Feel,  to  whom  he  sent, 
yearly  a  Dongollt  IioIb%  iWo  mojps,  and  two  dogs. 
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The  Shekh  of  R>as  el  Feel,  in  return,  gave  him  a 
Snule  mxd  a  female  ^mm  i  md  the  effect  of  this  in- 

tHeir  duty.  But  statiig^^the  expedition  of  Yasous'TI* 
against  Seiinaar,  no  peace  has  ever  subsisted  between 
the  two  states ;  on  the  contrary,  all  the  Arabs  that 
assisted  the  king,  and  were  defeated  with  him,  pay 
tribute  no  longer  to  Sennaar,  but  live  on  the  frontiers 
of  Abyssinia,  and  are  protected  there.  ' 

On  the^  Wh  Off  March  fliey  «et  obt^ft*dm 
Cacamoot  on  their  journey  to  Teawa,  the  capital  of 
the  province  of  Atbara,  and  came  to*  Sancahoj^  an 
old  frontier terrilt)^  6f  '^y^tM.  ^  ^d^dirrt  wtty 
consist  of  about  300  huts,  or  houses,  neatly  built  of 
eaiies,  jind  curiously^  thatched  with  leaves  of  the 
^Same.    The  inbahitahts  of  the  town  are  Badsa;'  afrsuie 
of  Shangalla,  converted  to  the  Miifaometan  religioti  s 
it  is  an  absolute  government,  has  a  nagaireet;  ''or 
kettle-drum  for  proclamations,  yet  is  undierstood  to 
be  inferior  to  Ras  el  Feel,  and  dependant  on  it, /and 
always  subject  to  that  nobleman,  who  is'Kasmbli,-of 
'Kas  el  Feel.    Gimbaro,  the  Erbab  or  chiefj^  was  th6 
^talfre^t  a!td  ^oirt^         df  this  Mtioft,  itfeotit  si*  lefet 
six  inches  high,  and  strongly  made  in  proportion  ; 
hunted  always  on  foot^  and  Was  said,  amOilg  his 
people,  to  httfe  singly  ktlled  elephants  with  OWM^ 
of  his  spear.    The  features  of '  his  face  might  Well 
he.  called  hideous ;  he  paid  his  part  of  the  revehCte 
"ill  buifaldes*  hides,  of  which  the  best  shields  were 
made  ;  and  with  elephant's  teeth,  and  rhinoceros's 
horns,  used  for  the  handles  of  the  crooked  knives, 
%vhich  the  Abyssinians  carry  at  their  girdles,  ■  All  the 
"inhabitants  of  Sancaho   are  hunteril  <if  #6|i}|^hti^; 
wh.ose  flesh  is  their  principal  food. 

On  the  1.8th  they  continued  their  journey  through 
1allnrtbst  impeiteftrahlfe  w^ods.  Ml  of  thoTttst  j  they 
came  to'  the  bed  of  a  torrent.    Though  in  appearance 
di-y^'upou  digging  with  their  hands  in  the  loose  sand, 
they        iinnd  great  plenty  of  fresh  water  exceed- 
0  ingly 
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ingly  well  tasted,  being  sheltered  by  projecting  rocks 
from  the  action  of  the  sun.  This  is  called  Surf  eX 
SIdkh.  Here  they  filled  their  girbas,  fot*  there"  is 
very  little  good  water  between  this  place  and  Teawa. 
A  girba  is  an  ox  skin  squared,  and  the  edges  sewed 
together  very  artificially  by  n  double  seam,  whicH 
dp^s  not  let  out  water,  much  resembling  tli^^  iijp!®ft 
tljie  best  English  cricket  balls.  An  opening'  is  left  in 
the,  top  of  the  girba,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  bung- 
hei<5  of  a  cask.  Around  this  the  skin  is  gathered  to 
tlj^  size  of,  a  large  handful,  \yhich,  when  the  girba  is 
f^l  of  water,  is  tied  round  with  whip-cord.  These 
girl^as  not  iwcomraonly  eohtain  aJ^cJttl  m%ty  gallon^ 
each,  and  two  of  th^em  are  the  load  of  a  camel. 
T^ey  are  then  all  bjssmeared  on  the  outside  witK 
grejaip^,  lis  Veil  to  iVihdtf  the  i^&W  frohi  mttv^ 
tl^toiigh,  as  to  prevent  its  being  evaporated  by  the 
action  of  thf  sun  upon  the  girba,  which  in  fact  hap- 
pened to  them  twice,  so  as  to  put  them  in  imminent 
dftpg^r  of  perishing  with  thirst. 

xasine  had  provided  a  camel  and  two  girbas,  a« 
''Well  as  every  other  provision  necessary  for  them,  till 
they  should  arrive  at  Teawa.  Surf  el  Shekh  is  fhte 
boundary  of  Ras  el  Feel.  Here  Mr.  Bruce  took  an 
^Ifectionate  leave  of  his  friend  Yasous,  who,  with  all 
Irife  iifi^  that  k^atiS^^fe- 

t^chment  they  had  constantly  pteserired  tC^  M**-  Bflice 
since  theijr  first  acquaintance, 

On  the  20tli,  our  tiw^ell^m^^^^^  at  Imserha,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  Rasltid.  3Ph«y  wem  now  %ingr 
for  their  lives;  the  Simoom,  orhot-wind,  having  struck 
them  notlong  after  they  had  left  Imserha,  and  the  whole 
company,  except  Mr.  Bruce,  fell  sick  with  the  quanti- 
ty of  poisonous  vapour  that  they  had  iml)ibed.  Though 
Rashid  is  one  of  the  most  dangeroiis  hi\lting-places  be- 
tween Basel  Feel  and  Sennaar,  yet  they  were  so  ener- 
vated, their  stomachs  so  weak,  and  their  head-achs  so 
violent,  that  they  could  not  pitch  their  te  nt ;  but,  each 
wrapping  himself  in  yrtmls^resignedlw 

tM%  ately 
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^tfeiy  to  sleep  under  the  eci^l  thade  of  the  large  trees 
invited  by  the  pleasant  breeze  from  the  north,  which 
seemed  to  be  nearly  local,  confined  to  this  small 
giroye,  <5reated  probably  by  the  vicinity  of  thelraterir^ 
Itnd  the  agitation  they  had  occasioned  in  it. 

In  this  helpless  state  to  which  they  were  reduced, 
B^m^te  nfotie  e»ti^tttt<^d  Mt  w&mm^A  by  thfe  St- 
IttOOtOi  Hor  overcome  by  sleep.  A  Ganjar  Arab,  who 
drove  an  ass  laden  with  salt,  took  this  opportunity  of 
stealing  one  of  the  mules,  together  with  a  lance  and 
shield  balij%ing  to  one  of  Mr.  Bruce's  servants.  *  The 
country  was  so  woody,  and  he  had  so  much  the  ad- 
vantage of  them  in  point  of  time,  and  they  tvere  !ii 
so  weak  IW4d  discouraged  a  state,  that  it  was  thought 
in  vain  to  pursue  him  one  step./  So  he  got  off  with 
his  booty,  unless  he  was  intercepted  by  some  of  those 
ti^tM  beitists;  which  he  would  find  every  where  in  his 
way,  whether  he  returned  to  Ras  el  JPieel^  or  the  fron- 
tiers of  Kaura,  his  own  country.  •  m 

Hav  i  n  g  refreshed  them selt«»  with  a  little  skep^  iie 
Aext  thing  was  to  fill  their  girbas,  or  skins,  with  wa- 
ten  But  before  they  attempted  this,^  Mr.  Bruce 
thoiight  to  try  an  experiment  of  iiilxirig' about  twenty 
t^&p$  s|)^rit  af  nitre  m  a  horn  of  water  about  the 
size  of  an  ordinary  tumbler.  This  he  found  greatly 
refreshed  him,  though  his  head-ache  ^tltt  continued. 
It  had  a  much  better  effect  upon  the  servants, 
whom  he  gave  it  ;  for  they  all  seemed  immediately 
recovered,  and  their  spirits  much  more  so,  from  the 
refledtfisn  ithat  they  had  Avith  them  a  remedy  they 
fconld  trust  to,  if  they  should  again  be  so  upfartunat^ 
as  to  meet  this,  poisonous  wind  or  vapour. 

0n  the  21st,  upon  approaching  a  pool  of  watef, 
though  yet  at  some  distance  from  it,  Mr.  Bruce's  ser- 
vants sent  him  word  to  come  up  sneedily,  and  to  bring 
|ire-armis  with  biin,  A  lion  had  ktllted  'A  dea*  of  tl^ 
S^eci^  V%^h^  m*id,  and  had  eaten  part  of  it ;  but  re- 
tired in  consequence  of  the  noise  which  the  conopany 
had  made  in  alighting.    Five  or  six  hyjsenstf  hail  i3te3lt 

«pi2ed 


Dispersion  of  several  hysenas- 


«0ked  the  carcase,  ari(isi0#^al  others  weiref  ji^t  arriv- 
itig  to  join  them.  '  Upon  receiving*  the  summons,  Mr. 
Bruce  hastened  fbrward,  carrying  with  him  a  mus- 
qtieti*  bayonet,  Ett3  %M^htpvbk^  Idadi^  wilh 

about  forty  small  bullets.  He  crept  through  the 
bushes,  apd  under  banks  as  near  to  the  voracious  ani- 
ittiSs  ks  tMs  pr^eaiitfett  iBfeetttiedl  entirely 

superfluous  j  for  though  they  observed  him  ajpptoai^h* 
ingf  they  shewed  no  disposition  to  leave  their  prey  ; 
but  looked  at  him,  raising  the  bristles  upon  their  backs, 
ibaking  themselves,  and  giving  ^  stort  but  terrible 
grunt.  They  then  fell  to  their  repast  again,  as  if 
they  meant  to  dispatch  their  deer  first,  and  then  to 

Mr.  Bruce  now  began  to  repent  having  ventured 
alone  so  near  ;  but  knowing  that  with  his  short  wea- 
pon, the  eistecutkr'h  depett^d  itt  a  gwat  meamti^  <liri 
the  distance,  he  crept  a  little  nearer  still,  and  at  last 
gained  as  favourable  a  positiou  a?5  ppssible  behind  the 
it00t  of  a  lal^e  itee  virhtth  hM  fmen  mtb  the 
He' now  levelled  his  blunderbuss  at  the  middle  iO^ftibi^ 
group,  which  were  feeding  voraciously,  like  as  many 
swine,  with  a  considerable  noise,  and  in  a  civil  war 
with  each  other.  Two  of  them  fell  dead  on  lhi&  ^ot ; 
two  others  died  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  yards  ; 
a^nd  all  the  rest  th^t  could  escape  fled  without  look- 
ing back,^  or  shewing  the  iM^  Mgtt  of  res^^^ 

Nrf  sooner  were  the  hyaenas  dispersed,  than  about 
twenty  small  foxes,  and  a  flock  of  several  hundred 
Ouinea  fowls,  came  u^  "ffonr'^he  inside^  pool 
The  fowls  lighted  immediately,  and  ran  back  into  the 
water,  and  the  foxes  quickly  retired  into  the  wpodst 
Whether  they  had  assembled  with  a  vie^v  Of 
share  of  the  deer,  an  animal  this  kind  b^ttg^g^ttt*- 
rally  attendant  upon  the  lion,  or  whether,  as  is  most 
probable,  the  Guinea-fowls  were  their  object,  ourtra- 
iriMm  could  not  decide  j  but  from  th#ir  ijwmber  he 
suspected  the  latter,  as  never  more  than  orte  nt  a  tiiite 
is  remarked  to  accompany  the  lion. 
V   ,  On 
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On  the  23d,  which  was  the  seventh  day  since  tliej^ 
had  leftRas  el  Feel,  they  arrived  at  Teavva,  the  prin- 
cipal village  and  residence  of  the  Shekh  of  Atbarai 
bet i»veen  three  or  four  miles  from  the  ruins  of  Gari* 
gana.  The  whole  distance,  then,  from  Hor-Gaca- 
moot,  ixiay  be  aboiit  65  miles  to  Teawa,  as  neaf  as 
Mr.  KrticI  then  could  compute*  v   n  > 

The  strength  of  Teawa  was  about  twenty-five 
horse,  of  which  about  ten  were  armed  with  coats 'o| 
mail.  They  had  about  a.  dozen  of  fi/e4ocT^s,  very 
contemptible  from  the  order  in  which  they  were  kept, 
and  still  more  so  from  the  hands  that  bore  them\V  l|e 
rest  of  the  inliabitants  might  amount  to  twelve  him«^, 
dren  men,  naked,  miserable,'  and  dispicable  Ari^bt^^ 
like  the  rest  of  those  that^  live  in  villages,  who  are 
much  inferior  in  courage  to  the  Arabs  ^hat  dwell  ii^ 
ten^t  as  its  state  it  , was  the  seat  qf  ,§0^ 
vernment,  and,  as  such,  a  certain  degree  of  reverenci^ 
attended  it.  Such  was  .the  state  of  X^av^a.  Its  con- 
sei^ueflfee  w«i  tinly  to  l^maSn  till  iti^t  Devema  shqQlii[' 
resolve  to  attack  it,  when  its, corn  fields  being  burnt 
and  destroyed  in  a  night  by  a  rnultitude  of  horsemeun 
the  tefe^  Wiiiha^^^^^  scattered  upon  the  earth 
wonld  be  ail  its  remains.^     ^  .  ' 

Mr,  Bruce  h^^d  not  been  long  at  Teawa^  before  he  re* 
ijeived  the  mftStnnequi vocal  evidence  of  the  tt'^Kicfe^?'- 
rous  designs  of  the  Shekh  Fidele  ;  who  before  his  de^ 
parture  from  Abyssinia  lyad  sent  him  the  assurances 
of  friendship  and  protection.  After  several  inter-*^ 
views,  he  thought  fit  to  put  Mr.  Bruce's  medic;^! 
talents  to  the  test,  aud  after  he  had  himself  experienced 
the  benefit  from  the  remedies  prescribed  by  Jiim,  he 
sent     mf  tftmiUt  %m  &f  %h  mUm.  Mpl 

Bruce  attended ;  and  vifas  led  by  the  Shekh  through  se- 
veral well-proportioned  apartments,  but  meanly  fur- 
iifished',  slovenly,  and  in  bad  6f der.  the  part 

of  the  house  which  belonged  to  himself,  and  formed  one 
side  of  a  square,  which  they  crossed,  and  then  enter- 
ed several  apartments  fttffiMi^  Itt  ft  tm^  htttet 
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vt^^l^i  the  #Dors  beiiig  covered  with  Turkey  car- 
pets. In  an  alcove  sat  one  of  the'^Shekh's  wives  upon 
the  grounil,  S^urrotiiidecl  by^a  number  of  black  slaves. 
Offer  face  wai  uncovered ;  and  Mr.  Brufce,  first  putting' 
bishand  to  hisiips,  tbuched  her  fingers  with  the  ends 
of  his  own.  The  Shekh  had  meanwhile  broug^ht  a 
^second  wife  from  another  apartment,  and  placed  het 
lieside  the  first.  They  were  bbth  past  the  middle 
age;  and  had  never  been  handsome ;  one  of  them,  as 
our  trav^&lfer  ftflei^f^^^  wa^^he  daughter  &f 

Shekh  \Adelan,  prime  minister  to  the  King  of  Sen- 
naiin  They  were  attended  ^by  a  multi|ude  of  slaves, 
laf'wli^  at  Mr. -Bhiee*s  desire,  the  room  was  clear- 
ed-by  Pidele,  who  taking  up  a  short' whip  or  i5 witch, 
which  lay  at  hand,  soon '  put  the  unfortunate  females 
to  the^'^rout,  dnd  immediately  went  away  himself, 
Daring  tKte  operatidn  of  the  niedioine  whicHi^i^  lid^^^ 
itls^red,  and  which  was  nothing  mote  than  an  emetic, 
Mr;  Bruce  observed  a- genteel  female  figure,  who  till 
4^6a  had  appedred  cdNneiM/^to  fstde  -ahd 

ffcead  down  to  the  shoulders  :  and'  soon  after  one  of 
the  slaves,  her  attendant,  as  in  play,  pulled  off  tlie 
/remaining  I  part  of  tlie^eii  %h^^  Mr. 
^Brufee  was  completely  astoriished#%e^  bMntf^^^  Her 
hair,  which  was  not  woolly,  but  long,  and  in  great 
qnsitttity,  was  bi^ai^eH  atid  twisted  round  like  a  crOwn 
upon  ther^top  of  her  head,'  ornamented  with  beads, 
and  the  small  white  Guinea-shells,  commonly  called 
'blackamoors'  teeth.    She  had  plain' rings  of  gold  in 
her  ears,  and  four'  i^ws  of  gold  chain  roiind'  hei?  rifefckj 
^to  which  was  hung  a  number  of  sequiiis.    The  rest 
'of  her  dress  was  a  blue  shift,  which  hung  loosely 
about  het^  M  co^ei^cl  her  down  to  the  feet,  though 
nt  was  not  very  closely  disposed  all  below  her  neck. 
She 'was  the  tallest  of  the  middle  size  j  nx)tyet  fif- 
teeift  5  d^lT  Iiei^  feit wres  fatifflesf ;  and  Iftcteed,  adtis  Mr. 
Bruce,  they  might  have  served  alone  for  the  study  of 
a  painter  all  his  life,  if  he  was  in  search  of  absolute 
fceauty;   IVpnt  thm^  %ik^,  Mr.  Bniee  sifterwards 


experienced  much  kindness  during  the  persecutions 
which  he  had  to  suffer  from  the  Shekh. 

The  latter  conceiving  that  our  traveller  was  jpos- 
s€»S€tf4f  gfe&t  wealth,  baill  miSia^  demand  of  2,000 
piastres,  and  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  hint,  to  Soli- 
man,  one  of  Mr.  Bruce's  Moorish  attendants,  that  if 
ite  would  he\ptotbl)m&ta^tdt&tMM^^^  slitiuM 
share  the  booty  with  him.  The  day  after  he  had 
tuade  this  proposal,  he  desired  to  see  Mr,  Bruce  in 
the  evening.  Apprized  of  his  viltafticitts  intetftidiiS' 
the  latterre^lvtw  to  go  armed  for  fear  of  the  worst, 
but  to  conceal  his  weapons  so  as  to  give  nq  umbjr^jge* 
He  had  a  small  Brescian  blunderbuss,  whicli  had  a 
joint  in  the  stock,  so  that  it  folded  double,  hung  by  a 
hook  to  a  thin  belt  under  his  left  arm,  close  to  his  side 
quite  unperceived  1  ke  a  cutlass.  He  likewise  took  a 
pair  of  ptstcflS  in  his  girdle,  and  his  knife  as  usual. 

He  was  attended  by  Hagi  Tsmael,  a  Turk,  •  Soli- 
inan,  and  two  other  Moorish  servants,  who  also  took 
tlieif  fte-atniiS  and  srwol^s  itlong  witli  them ;  but  rfe- 
mained  at  the  outer  door  of  the  $hekli's  hous6,  wMe 
Mr,  Bruce  wei\t  ii^  alone.  -/ 

He  found  Wele^  sitting  in  a  spaciduS  tdbitt,  Tti  ^rt 
s)covey  Grt  a  h.v$&  broad  sofa  like  a  bed,  with  India 
curtains  gathered  on  each  side  into  festoqns.  /  Hie 
called  to  a  black  boy  who  attended  hitu,  iu  a  very  sur- 
ly tone*  to  bring  him  a  pipe;  and,  in  much  the  same 
Toice,  said  to  Mr.  Bruce,  "  What !  alone  ?"  .Our 
traveller  replied,  "Yes,  what  are  your  commands 
^itJi  me  P  Mr.  Bruce  saw  be  mt]m  wm^m  &We^ 
ed  to  be  drunk,  and  which  ever  was  the  case,  he  knew 
it  would  lead  to  mischief  f  he  therefore  repented 
heartily  of  having  come  into  ibe  h6fls^  sdtinie. 

After  he  had  taken  two  whiffs  of  his  pipe,  and  the 
slave  had  left  the  room,  "Are  you  prepared?  said 
he  J  have  you  broughrthette^^Krafoug-'witfc 
Mv.  Bruce  wished  to  have  occasion  to  join  Soliman, 
his  servant,  and  aswered,  "  My  servants  are  at  the 
oBter  door,  and  [lave  tb»  vomit  you  wanted*  *^  11^ — ^ii 
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Treachei»j?  <)f  the  Shekli  Fyfele. 

yttO  the  ramti  iKi®,  said  he,  with  great  pi^sf©^  I 
Mant  money,  and  not  poison.  Where  are  your  pias- 
tres?'* I  am  a  bad  person,'^  replied  Mr.  Bruce, 
*^td^  #rfiish  yon  with^tlf^v  have  nerthifei^todn^ 
nor  poison;  but  I  advise  you  to  drink  a  little  warm 
water  to  clear  your  stomach,  cool  your  head,  and  then 
Im  tfowin  sftd  compose  yourself;  I  will  see  you  to*i 
morrow  nuirning*."  Mr.  Bruce  was  going*  out.  "  Ha- 
kim," said  he,  infidel,  or  devil,  or  wjiatever  is  your 
name,  h^eairkfeii  to  what  1  say;  Consider  where  yoa 
are;  this  is  the  room  where  Mek  Baady,  a  king,  was 
slain  by  the  hand  of  my  father;  look  at  his  bloody 
.where  it  has  stained  the  floor,  which  never  could  be 
washed  out.  I  am  informed  you  have  20,000- ^lis^treiS^ 
in  gold  with  you;  either  give  me  2000  before  you  go 
put  of  this  chamber,  or  you  shall  die :  I  will  put  you 
to  death  With  tny  ^ti**f  hd^it|;^  Ui^h  thiS  he  Iddlt 
up  hts  sword,  that  was  laying  at  the  head  of  ^his  sofa, 
and,  drawing  it  with  a  bravado,  ihrew  the  scabbard 
into  thfe  titfddlfe  pf  ifee^  rdom ;  and,  tucking  the  sleeve 
of  his  shirt  above  \m  ^Ibow  }ike  a  butebafr  saidi  X 
wait  jour  answer/'^ 

Mr.  Sru(?e  now  slept  6ne  pace  backwards,  and  held 
the  little  blunderbuss  in  his  hand,  without  taking  it 
off  the  belt.  He  said,  in  a  Arm  tone  of  voice,  This 
is  my  answer:  I  am. not  a  man,  as  I  told  you  before, 
to  die  like  a  bea#  %the  hand  of  a  drtiitkkH]^  titi 
your  life,  I  charge  you  stir  not  from  your  sofa."  He 
had  no  need  to  give  this  iniunction;  he  heard  the 
noise  which  the  t^lmmg  the  |dlnt  fn  tfi€i  Stock  #  the 
blunderbuss  made,  and  thought  he  had  cocked  it,  and 
was  instantly  to  fire.  He  let  his,  sword  drop,  an^ 
threw  himself  on  his  back  on  his  sofa,  crying,  '*Eot 
God's  sake,  Hakim,  I  was  but  jesting.''  At  the  same 
time,  with  all  his  might,  he  qried, Brahim !  Maho- 
tinfet!  El  coom!  El  coomP^^*  If  . one  of  your  ser- 
vants approach  me,"  said  Mr.  Bruce,  **that  instant  I 
will  blow  you  to  pieces;  not  one  of  them  shall  enter 
fchitfiiom  till  they  bring  in  my  servants  with  them  ;  I 

8  %  hav# 


have  a  nutiiber  uf  them  armed  at  your  gate,  wtm 
break  in  the  instant  they  hear  n\e'  fire/' 

The  w,owen  bad  come  to  the  dot^r,  and  Mr.  Bruce\s 
servants  i^ere  adrttitted,  eachbaving*  a  blunderbuss  in 
.  bis  band,  and  pistols  at  his  gfirdle.  They  were  now 
greatly  an  overmatch  for  the  Sljekh,  w  ho  sat  far  back 
on  the  sofa,  and  pretended  that  all  he  had  done  was 
in  joke;  in  which  his  servants  joined,  and  a  very  con-r 
fused  desultory  discourse  followed,  till  the  Turk,  she*- 
riffe  Ismael,  happened  to  observe  the  Shekh's  scabbard 
isf  hfe  sWrtf  ibm#n  upon  the  floor^  otf  wfik  b  beifett 
into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter.  He  endeavoured  to 
make  the  Shekb  understat)d,  that  drunkards  and  cow- 
ards had'uf^tyrife  MlJff  ti^f  tbe  sfeabbard  ibait  tM  tWan\ ; 
that  Fidele,  and  the  other  drunkard  that  came  to 
theij^  hoiii^  two  or  three  nights  before,  who  said  he 
Vfim  Shefeh  of  Jfebaina,  were  just  possessed  of  the 
saxxia  portion  of  courage  and  insolence.  > 

As  no  good  could  be  expected  from  this  expostula^ 
tidh,  JVlr.  Bruce  stopt  it,  and  took  his  leave,  desiring^ 
tkit  sBifekb  to  bed  and  t^ftgposfr  bitoKi}!^  and 

not    try  any    more  of  these    experiments,  which 
would  certainly  end  in   his   shame,  if  not  in  bis 
parifehtttent*    He  made  im  aiM^v^er,  only  wfeh^^ 
,  them  good  night. 

^  Mr.  Bruce  and  his  servants  went  to  the  door, 
ttiroiigb  tftfe^iv^^^^^^  very  much  upon  their 

g^iTOfd;  for  there  was  no  person  to  light  them  out,  and 
tbey  wiere  altaid  of  sonie,  treachery  or  ambiisb  in  the^ 
fenticbamber  and  dark  passages :  but  they  met  fto* 
fefifdy ;  and  were,  even  at  the  outer-gate!,  obliged  to 
open  the  door  themselves.    Without  the  gate,  there 
were  about  twenty  people  gatliered  together,  but  none 
of  them  with  arms;  and,  by  tbi^!h#f  words  and  ex-- 
pressions  they  made  use  of,  they  could  judge  they 
were  not  the  Shekh's  friends.    They  followed  them 
fiMf  a  JiMl^  feM  discerned  b#^^ 
"house.  ^ 
They  bad  scarce  got  rid  of  this  real  danger,  when 


qgdlity  af      warer  atTeawa. 


the  apprehension  of,  an  imaginary  one  struck  them 
violently.    The  water  at  Teawa  i8stag*nant  in  pools/ 
and  exceedingly  bad.    Either  that' or  the  boGza,  a 
kind  of  new  beer  which  'tMy  tent  ib#to^#^ 
meat,  had  given  all  of  them,  at  the  same  tim€,  a  vio- 
lent dinrrhiBa,  and  Mr,  Bruce  was  tormented  with  a 
ptrp^tilStl  ifbltsrl  ifev^r  smee  t\mf  listiK  htm  ptittbtktii^ 
by  the  simoom;  and  the  bouza,  being  acid,  was  not 
only  more  agreeable,  but,  he  thought,  relieve«l  hina 
ni Of e  than  bad  water ;  in  this,  thereibrje,  he  certainly 
had  exceeded*    When  thfe^  found  they  were  all  taken 
ill  at  the  same  time,  it  came  in  their  heads  that  Shekh 
Fidele  had  given  them  poison  in  their  dinner,  and 
they  Were  vfery  much  perplexed  w4>at  they  should  do 
the  next  day.    None  of  them,  therefore,  tastfed  the 
meat  sent  them  ^^when  at  ni^ht,  their  friend  theibiack 
glkVB  camei tii  liBl^^hay  tratikly  ticrld  Iht^ff ^ottbtS* 
The  ' poor  creature  fell  into  such  violent  fits  of  laugh- 
ing, which  followed  so  close  the  one  upon.the  other, 
dtid  Tasted  m  long,  that  Mr,  Bruce  feared  she  wdulil 
have  expired  upon  the  spot.  '**  Itis  the  water,'^  said 
^he:    it  does  so  to  all  strangers;"  and  then  she  f^ll 
into  iinother  great  fit  of  laughter.     Child,"  answprjed 
Mr.  Bruce,  "  you  kuO«^  d^ig  Shekh  is  not  our  friend, 
and  there  is  no  easier  way  to  get  rid  of  us  than  by 
poison,  as  we  eat  every  thing  that  comes  from  you 
without  fear."   **And  m  you  may/' smd  sh&  j  **the 
Shekh  could  do  no  such  thing  without  our  knowledge  ; 
and  we  would  rather  all  be  burnt  alive  than  be  guilty 
i^f%o  vrl6  m  ^frtifjft;  ©fe^tdes,  f  stffd  she,)  this  is  not  Rtee 
Habesh,  where  both  meat  andidrink,  brought  to  you, 
are  tasted  by  the  bearer  before  you  use  them.  There 
^  no  such  thing  as  poison  in  Atbara;  the  lance  and 
ihe  knife  in  the  field,  that  is  the' ikinaiier  m  whkh 
they  kill  one  another  here." 
^  They  then  shewed  her  their  dinner  uneaten,  and 
she  again  felt  into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  and  took 
the  meat  aw  ay  that  she  might  warm  it ;  antl  they  heard 
her  laughing  all  the  way  as  she  went  by  herself.  >She 
^  ^       0i'g  was 
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was  not  long^  in  returhing  with  protilfeJilrift  , 
and  told  them,  that  her  mistresses  never  were  so 
diverted  in  their  lives,  and  that  she  left  them  still 
laughing.  ;       t  *  . 

During  the  whole  of  Mr.  Bruce's  stay  at  Teawa, 
the  behaviour  of  Fidele  vi  as  all  of  a  piece,  and  it  is 
probable  dilf  trawlt^i^^  W^^  biii;^eiititfehed  his  peregrin 
nations  in  that  place,  had  not  some  of  his  powerful 
friends  interested  themselves  in  his  security.  How- 
^tetj  taftiet*  various  impediments  in  the  evening  t1f6 
18th  of  April,  he  took  leave  of  the  Shekh  to  proceed 
oil  hijs  journey,  in  company  with  a  servant  sent  by 
Sh^h  Adekti,  and  another  by  the  king  to  edtidnct 
our  traveller  to  Sennaar.  The  day  had  been  immo- 
derately hot,  and  he  had  resolved  to  travel  all  night,  ^ 
though  he  did  not  say  so  to  the  Shekh,  who  advised 
him  to  sleep  at  Imgededema,  wh«^r#  there  was  fresh 
water.  But  his.  party  had  taken  a  girba  of  water 
with  them,  or  rather,  in  case  of  accident,  a  little  in 
each  of  th#  tSree  girbas. 

Their  journey,  for  the  first  seven  hours,  was  through 
a  barren,  bare,  and  sandy  j)lain,  without  finding  a  ves- 
tige of  any  jiving  trfeattifi^,  ifrithMt  w\M\t,  arid  with- 
out grass;  a  coimtry  that  seemed  under  the  imme- 
diate curse  of  Heaven^  However,  after  a  moSt  dis- 
agreeable journey,  on  the  lOth,  at  eight  in  th^  ^^h*- 
ing,  they  arrived  at  Beyla*  Mr.  Bruce  foa»ii^ej'^l4 
to  be  in  lat.  13°  42' 4";  that  is,  about  eleven  miles 
west  of  Teawa,  and  thirty-one  and  a  half  miles  due 
si>liilii  lA^ere  met  by  Mahomet,  the  Shekhj  at 

the  very  entrance  of  the  town.  He  said,  he  looked 
upon  them  as  risen  from  the  dead  j  that  they  must 
Be  good  pe^plej  and  particularly  Uiili^f  the  care  of 
Providence,  to  have  escaped  the  many  snares  the 
Shekh  of  Atbara  had  laid,  for  them.  Mahomet,  the 
:  MIkfeh,  had  provided  every  sdi^iof  Mfi*eslii»i&nt^]^^^ 
ble  for  them,  and,  thinking  they  could  not  live  with- 
out it,  he  had  ordered  sugar  for  them  from  Sennaar* 
Honey  fpr  the^pst  part  Mthferto^htd  hmn  lt*Sttfe#^ 
u  ' '  tttte, 
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ttiter  ¥fiey  had  a  gociil  r^&iftfiat*aM^  as^fts^ 
wheat-bread  as  ever  MnMm^^^^iii}^  life,  browghl 
from  Sennaar,  as  also  rice  |  irt  a  word,  every  things 
that  their  kind  landlord  mild  contrilnite  to  their 
plentiful  and  hospitable  enl^iftkinment. 

Onr  traveller's  whole  company  was  full  of  joy,  to 
which  the  Shekh  greatly  encouraged  them  j  anci,  if 
there  aliy  alloy  to  ttrehappiness,  it  was  the  seeing 
that  Mr.  Bruce  did  not  partake  of  it.  Symptoms  of 
aguish  disorder  had  been  hanging  about  him  for 
te^rftl  days,  ttd  fotttid  the  greatM  repugnance, 
or  nausea,  at  the  smell  of  warm  meat;  and,  having 
a  violent  head-ache,  he*  insisted  upon  going  to  bed 
supperless,  after  having  drank  a  quantity  of  warm 
Water  by  way  of  emetic.  Being  exceedingly  tired, 
he  soon  fell  sound  asleep,  having  fir§t  taken  some 
drops  of  a  strong  spirituous  tincture  of  the  bark 
which  he  had  prepared' at  Gondar,  resolving,  if  he 
found  any  remission,  as  he  then  did,  to  take  several 
good  doses  of' the  bark  in  powder  on  the  morrow, 
befiiatiiiig^  «fe  da^^t^ra^i  wMefe  life  &fec0r^  dM 
with  its  usual  success. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  a  little, after  the  dawn  of  day, 
the^hekh,  in  great  an:xiety,  came  ttfthe  place^  where 
*  Mr.  Bruce  was  lying,  uipon  a  tanned  buffaloe's  hide, 
on  the  ground,  liis  sorrovy  was  soon  turned  into  joy 
wheii  he  hmSi  him  quite  recovered  from  his  illness. 
He  huii  taken  the  bark,  and  expressed  a  desire  of  *• 
eating  a  hearty  breakfast  of  ric%  which  was  imme- 
diately prepared  for  him.  vt:, 

3.^he  Shekh  of  Bey  la  was  an  implicit  beltesvei^  itt 
medicine.  Seeing  him  take  some^  drops  of, the  tinc^r 
tare  before  coffee,  he  insisted  upon  pledging  Mr. 
Bruce,  and  would  ha^e  willingly  etnptW  the  Wfiol^^  a^ 
bottle.  The  Shekh,  having  suffered  great  agony 
with  his  own  complaint,  had  passed  some  smail 
stones,  .and  was  greatly  better,  as. he  satd,  for  the 
i^oap-pills  which  our  traveller  had  sent  him.  Mr. 
Bruce  put  him  in  a  way  to  prepare  these,  as  also  his 

*  r  liuie» 
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The  Shekft    .8i^'0?».!^c^HM|.'^^£'Mr*  Br^^iBi  „ 


"T'-T"  .  ..... 

Il  was  now  the  time  to  ShBfeh  a  present, 

and  IMr.  Bruce  had  prepared  one  for  him,  such  as  he 
l?ery  well  deserved  ;  but  no  intreaty,  nor,  any  means 
he  could  use,  could  prevail  of  him  to  accept  ofthe 
merest  tri He.  Oh  the  contrary,  he  solemnly  sv^  ore, 
that  if  Mr,  Bruce  importuned  him  further,  he  would 
get  upon  his  horse  and  go  into  the  country.  All  that 
he  desired,  and  that  too  as  a  favour,  was,  th$t  "Wkm 
Mr.  Bruc^e  had  rested  at  Sennaar,  he  might  come 
and  consult  him  further  as  to  his  complaints,  for 
whiVli  M  jwuitifeed  he  sfioalS  brittf  A  r@^Hi»^|i«0#]^ 
with  him. 

Though  Mr.  Bruce  was  much  pleased  with  his 
eept^btt  h^e^  hW  ddterstifiicrd  to  preKs^t^n-to  Senn^^ 
before  affairs  there  were  in  a  desperate  situation,  or 
some  scheme  of  mischief  should  be  contrived 
Fidele*    They  had  again  a  large  and  plentifnlt  din- 
ner, and  m  qumtity  of  bouza;  venison  of  several 
diffierent  species  of  the  antelope  or  deer  kind,  and 
Guinea  fowls,  boiled  with  rice,  the  best  part  of  their 
fMBf  for  the  venison  i^melled  and  tasted  strongly  of 
musk.    This  was  the  provision , made  by  the  Shekh's 
two  sons,  boys  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old, 
hAd  got  eadftt  ^  theitti  ar  f  tilii  iJi^tii  ii^Matdh^fo*^^^^^ 
and  whose  favour  Mr.  Bruce  secured  to  a  very  high 
degree,  by  giving  ^them  some  ^ood  gungowder,  and 
plenty  of  ismfi^ll  feadtin  bnllMs^. 

In  the  afternoon,  they  walked  out  to  see  the  village, 
Mhich  i^Jt  very  pleasant  one,  situated  upon  the  bot-^. 
tow  a  hill,  covered  with  wood,  all  the  tt^t  flat, 
before  it.  Through  this  plain  there  are  many  large 
timber-trees,  planted  in  rows,  and  joined  with  high 
hedges,  as  in  Europe,  forming  inclo&ures  for  keep- 
ing cattle;  but  of  these  they  saw  none,  as  they 
had  been  moved  to  the  Dander  for  fear  of  the  flies. 
There  is  no  water  at  Bey  la  but  what  is  got  fi*om  deep 
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Baherie. 

W^Ife.  Large  plantatfdiii^  of  Itidifm  eofir  afe  merf 
where  about  the  town.  The  inhabitants  are  in  con** 
tinual  appreh^psion  from  ^he  Are^k^  Daveina  at  Sira 
Sim,  about  40  miles  south-ea^t  fmm  them  ;  artd  from 
another  powerful  race  called  Wed  abd  el  Gin,  i  e. 
Son  of  the  slaves  of  the  Devil,  who  live  to  the  sonth- 
west  of  them,  between  the  Dender  and  the  Nile. 
Beyla  is  another  frontier  town  of 'Sairaaar,  on  th# 
sidt^  of  Sim  Sim ;  and  between  Teawa  and  this,  on 
the  Sennaar  side,  and  Ras  el  Feel,  Nara,  and 
^^he%a,  tjpoft  tteAbins*¥inkii  M©,^  1^  d^^if t  ati^ 
waste,  the  Arabs  only  suffering  the  water  to  remain 
there  without  villages  near  it^  that  they  and  their 
#0fc1tS  may  comef  at  €tthm  i&eai^ofl^f  while  the  graiss 
grows,  and  the  pools  or  springs  fill  elsewhere. 

Though  Mr*  Brpce  w<^nt  early  to  bed,  with  full 
tMet^ilialffott  td^et  oa^  by  day-break,  yet  he  found 
it  was  impossible  to  put  his  design  in  execution,  or 
get  from  the  hands  of  th^ir  kind  landlord.  One  of 
their  girbas  seemed  to  fail,  and  needed  to  be  repaired| 
m  if  ttothiug  pod  "codJi  d^flii^  fr0itt  the  g^hett 
Atbara. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  they  left  Beyla  at  three 
o'^etock' ifr  tb6  ^ft^f^Sooii^  and  pt^ocf^d^d  through  a 
very  pleasant,  flat  country,  but  without  water;  there 
had  been  none  in  their  way v  nearer  than  the  rivec 
Rahad.  A^fe^fUt  #ev^^^h  at  liight  they  alighted  iti  a 
wood:  the  place  is  called  Bahirie,  as  tianf  as  they 
could  conipute^  pine  miles  from  Beyla. 

On  the  2gd,  half  past  five  o'clock  in  the  morua. 
ing,  they  left  Baherie,  still  continuing  westward,  aiid 
at  nine  they  came  to  the  banks  of  the  Rahad.  The 
ford  is  called  Tchir  Chaira.  The  river  itself  was  now, 
fifttidittg  lA  pod^t  th^^^'w^  stinkhig,  Mitd  eo* 

Vered  with  a  green  mantle j  the  bottom  soft  and 
niuddy,  but  there  was  no  choice.  The  water  at  Beyla 
"Wm  s6  badi  tKSfc  tfe^  totjifev^]^^  mntk  ast  ^s  iijbw 
solutely  necessary  till  the^  arrived  at'rtiauiiig  Watei^ 
from  the  Rahad. 
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The  Dendera. 

Oil  4m  ^diW^t  mm  ne^f^nl  mm^  m  hmm%k^^ 
and  on  foot,  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Cohala,  coming' 
out  from  among:  the  bushes,  who  endeavoured^to  cari^ 
dflf  dnfr  o^^  fhmf  They  inik^d  Wre  sotfte^^ 

what  alarmed,  and  were  going  to  prepare  for  resist- 
ance. The  camel  they  had  taken  away  had  on  it  thg 
king's  and  Shekh  Adelan's  pre$ents,  ifctt3M«)fre  othet* 
things  for  their  future  Their  clothes,  too» 

books,  and  papers,'  were  upon  th^  tame  cameh 
However,  as  this.was  only  n  contrivatiee  of  the  king's 
»j^r?ajit;M^  Mr.  Bruce^  the  itilBitl^t' 

was  easily  got  over,  and  the  camel  restored. 

On  the  24th,  they  came  to  the  river  Dender,  stand- 
ing now  in  p0Ote,  btlt  hf  the  vast  wideness  of  its 
banks,  and  the  great  deepness  of  its  bed,  all  of  white 
sand,  it  should  seem  that  in  time  of  rain  it  will  con- 
imti  ttearly  as  mfidh  Water  Tfee  bahks 

are  every  where  thickly  overgrown  with  the  rack  and 
jujeb-tree,  especially  the  latter.  The  wood,  which 
had  continued  mostly  from  Beyla,  fieif%iyiet}  #nti 
and  reached  no  further  towards  Sennaar.  These  two 
sorts  of  trees,  bpwev^ri^  were  hi  very  great  Ibeauty^^ 
and  of  a  prodigious  ske. 

lillhfe  evening,  they  set  out  from  a  shady  place  of 
repose  on  the  banks  of  the  Dender,  through  a  large 
plain,  with  not  a  tree  before  them  ;  but  they  presently 
toiiim!  threm selves  encompassed  with  a  number  of  vil- 
lages, nearly  of  a  size,  and  placed  at  equal  distances 
in  form  of  a  semi-circle,  the  roofs  of  the  houses  in 
shape  of  cdnBi?i  a  at6^  all  those  withiti  the  tmm  Th& 
plain  was  all  of  a  red,  soapy  earth,  and  the  corn  just 
jsown.  This  whole  country  is  in  perpetual  cultiva- 
tion ;  and,  though  at'tfem  time  it  had  a  bare  Udk^ 
would  no  doubt  have  a  magnificent  one  when  waving 
with  grain.  nine  they  halted  at  a  village  pf  Pagan 
Httba.  These  ari  aft  $oicffemvf  the  MefeT^f  Sennaar, 
cantoned  in  these  villages,  which,  at  the  distance  of 
four  or  five  miles,  surround  the  whole  capital.  They 
are  either  purchased  or  taken  by  force  from 

2t>ek, 
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iaete,  ahd  t)rtt<riiieds  to  tfee  soiith  upon  the  mm- 
Idifis  Dyri^  ahd  iTeg-la.  Mavihg^  Seltlemehts  arid  pfo- 
tiSidfas  giverl  thfiifi,  sl^  also  atnii^ut  itild  their  hArid^, 
thfef  Hfevef        til  ilMft       t  V^ry  ddltottb 

arid  febbfel-  life. 
They  b^j  adoration  to  ih^  Ihooh  |  ahd  th^f  thMr 

obvioris  every  night  that  sihe  shines,  (jorrtirtg  odt 
from  the  darkness  of  theii-  hutis,  they  say  ii  feW  Wbid*; 
upon  seeing  her  bt-ightness,  ahd  ttestify  great  joy,  by 
tiiotioris  of  their  fe^t  dnd  baridis^  atihe  first  appearanoe 
tif  the  new  thoori.  Mr.  Briice  never  saW  them  fJay 
ariy  attention  to  the  sun,  either  rising  or  settihg',  ad- 
vaHfcing-  to  or  receding  frotti  the  meridian ;  biit,  AS  fdt 
d§  he  colild  learn,  they  worship^  a  t^ee,  and  likeWi^>e  a 
Intone,  though  he  rievc^r  coiitd  find  but  \vhai  tree  or  stone 
itm§,  4tAf  that  it  did  Hbl  exiSf  ih  ilife  ^dtintry  of 
,  JSehnajli',  bat  in  th^t  \^here  tliey  ivfere  born.  Ttteir 
Hests  i^eemed  ttt  hife  g;reat  ihfllience  over  thetiij 
dt  Ihrbapi  h^t  bnff ,  wid  tt%t^i*ofl4  ^^felibui  They 
?ife  distinguished  by  thick  copper  bracelets  about 
ib^xV  wHstlSj  as  also  sometime^  ^bh^y  ahd  Sometimes 
tw^  Ab^ar  their  aftkle^; 

Oil  the  25th,  iat  four  o^dock  in  the  afternboh,  they 
ifi^t  oMt  from  the  villages  of  the  Nuba,  intending;  to 
e     Baj^^^      where  is  the  fe fry  ttt^er  the  Nile ; 
hiA%  ih6y  had  scarcely  advanced  two  Wiles  intb  the 
plain,  when  they  were  inclosed  by  a  violent  whirl- 
wind, or  what  is  called  at  sea  the  wat«Jr-spout.  Hthe. 
plain  was  red  earth,  which  had  been  plentifully 
tifioistened  by  a  shovrer  irt  the  night-time.    The  un- 
fortunate camel,  that  had  been  takieil  by  the  Cdbala, 
sietiied  to  be  nearly  in  thfe  centre  of  its  vortex.  It 
Wiais  lifted  up  and  thrown  down  at  a  cbnsidefable 
distance,  and  several  of  its  ribs  broken.  Although, 
Mi&t  as  Mr.  Bruce  could  guess,  he  Was  not  hear  th6 
cfentre,  it  whirled  him  off  his  feet,  and  threw  liini 
down  upon  his  fac*e,  so  as  to  tnake  his  nose  giish  out 

.  f  ^.  '   ^  K /  ^  ^  same 
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same  fate.  It  plastered  them  all  over  with  mud, 
almost  as  smoothly  as  could  have  been  done  with  a 
troWiBL  It  took  away  Mr.  Brite#^  md  br^atfi- 
ing  for  an  instant,  and  his  mouth  and  nose  were  full 
of  mud  when  he  recovered.  He  guesses  the  s^phere 
6^  tt%  actt6t  t&      ^hont  ttW^  It  ietoolrshed 

one-half  of  a  small  hut,  as  if  it  had  been,  cut  through 
with  a  knife,  and  disperse^  the  materials  all  over  the 
pUim  hming  im  dthfer  Mf  sttiritiihg. 

Mm  mon  as  they  recovered  themselves,  they  took 
irefuge  in  a  village^  from  fear  onljj  for J:hey  saw  no 
vestige  of  any  oth^r  i^rhfrlwir^  tiiM^^^^ 
quantity  of  fain,  which  the  mnhm  df  ih#  vilkges  told 
them  was  very  fortunate,  as  it  portended  good  luck 
to  them,  and  a  prosperous  journey ;  for  they  said, 
thiitt lisd  littst  and  sand  arisen  with  the  whirlwind,  in 
the  same  proportion  it  would  have  done  had  not  the 
earth  been  moistened,  they  would  all  infallibly  have 
befell mtffoefttadf  #ttd  by  saying, 

that  tempests  were  very  frequent  in  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  rainy  season,  and  whenever  they 
should  see  one  of  them  coming,  to  fall  dt)wn  upon 
their  faces,  keeping  their  lips  close  to  the  ground,  and 
so  let  it  pass  j  and  thus  it  would  neither  have  power  to 
carry  them  off  tBei^  feet,  tidf  ^nflfeeM^^  tlimit,  wM^^ 
was  the  ordinary  case. 

Their  kind  landlords,  the  Nuba,  o  ave  them  a  hearty 
weldorti^,  helped  them  td  ^iaili  their  ctdTlres  #rst, 
and  then  to  dry  them.  When  Mr:  Bruce  was  stripped 
naked,  they  saw  the  blood  running  from  his  nose,^  and 
iaid,  they  cbuttl  trot  havfe  thought  th^t dnfe  Sd  whfte 
ke  was  could  have  been  capable  of  bleeding.  They 
gave  them  a  piece  of  roasted  hog,  which  they  ate, 
(except  Ismael  and  the  Maftometan^)  very  mttch  to 
th|i  iiatisfaction  of  the  Nuba.  On  the  other  hand,  as 
their  camel  vv^as  lame,  they  ordered  one  of  their  Ma- 
hometan servants  to  kill  it,  and  take  as  much  of  it  as 
would  serve  themselves  that  night;  they  also  provided 
atgfiinst  wanting  tlxeni$elveH  the  m^t  day,^  The  rest 


The  Nuba. 


they  gave  among^  tto^  tiew  Acquired  acqtiahitaiice, 
the  Nuba  of  the  village,  who  did  not  fail  to  make  a 
feast  upon  it  for  several  days  after  j  and,  iurecompence 
for  timt  itbrerality,  they  pi%Hrftd  ihkm  With  a  kfge 
jar  of  bouza,  not  very  good,  indeed,  but  better  than 
tfie  well-water.  This  Mr.  Bruce  repaid  by  tobacco,- 
bcfMs^  pepper,  ilhdistifciiJttii  isavr  plainly  was 

infinitely  more  than  they  expected.  Although  they 
had  be^ii  a  good  desA  surprised  at  the  sudden  and 
nol^rit  effects  of  the  wbirtwind  of  tb^^t  tiay,  and 
severely  felt  the  bruises  it  had  occasiofted,  yet  they 
parsed  a  very  social  and  agreeable  evening.  Mr. 
Bruce  had  seldom,  in  his  life,  upon  a  journey,  passed 
$k  en0r&  comfortable  night.  He  had  a  very  neat,  elMnti 
hut,  entirely  to  himself,  and  a  Greek  servant  that  sat 
near  him.  Some  of  the  Nuba  watched  for  them  all 
nigfhti  a#d  tdufe  eare  of  thetir  b^^t^  fea^gage. 
They  sung  and  replied  to  one  another  alternately,  in 
notes  full  of  pleasant  melody,  till  Mr.  Bruce  fell  fast 
asleep^  iBvelittitiffilf,*  ^ttd  ¥egfrfetrj  for,  thcnigfi 
bruised,  the  travellers  were  not  fatigued,  but  rather^ 
discouraged,  having  ^one  no  further  than  two  miles 
tJi^it  day. 

The  landlord  of  the  hot  i(iF|^e^*3iJ r.  Bruce  was 
asleep^  having  prepared  for  their  safety  and  that  of 
their  baggage,  thought  himself  bouott  fft  dtity  to 
and  give  iioiaediate  information  to  Hm  prime  minister 
of  the  une&pected  guests  that  then  occiTpied  his  Iiotise*^ 
He  foimd  Adelan  at  supper,  but  was  immediately 
l^dmitted,  and  a  variety  of  questions  asked  him,  which 
he  answered  fully.  He  described  their  colour,  their 
number,  the  unusual  size  and  number  of  their  fire- 
arins,4^the  poorness  of  their  attire,  and,  above  all, 
their  great  cheerfulness,  quietness,  and  affability; 
their  being  contented  with  eating  any  thing,  and  in 
partieular  mentioned  the  hog's  flesh.  Oi^e  man  then 
present,  testifying  abhorrence  of  this,  Adelan  said  of 
Mr.  Bruce  to  their  landlord,     Why,  he  is  a  soldier 


a  Jit 


travelling 
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ti'^irjglling  a  strapife  cflpntpy,  shQul4  ea^jt  aviftf 
thing",  ^nd  sq  do^s  every  other  nfian  th£^t  is  W/i^e  ; 
he  not  a  ^rv^pt  qf  mine  \vit]^  him  J^e  answered, 
*t  J  a^ld  4  serv¥tnt  qf  th^  king  too :  but  he  ha4  mt 
ih§%9^  fut^d  ^jva^  gfone  forward  to  Sppnaar."  "  Crp  yo^ 
Mf}tl|  t^iami/'  said  be,  "  and  s^y  with  tb^m  at  J^^^- 
hoich  till  it  have  time  to  senc}  for  tbem  tq^towni*** 
l^he  man  b^d  returned  from  Aira  long  before  our  tr£t- 
V^U^rs  arose,  and  told  them  the  conversation,  "vvhicb 
mh$  great  comfort  to  thern^ll;  for  they  ere  not  ^fpupb 
pleased  with  the  kjng's  servant  goiiig  before,  as  they 
hacl  every  restspn  to  tl^inlf  be.  wais  di^^ifFeeted  towards, 
thet|i> 

On  the  26th,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  they  set 
out  from  tbis  Yillage  of  ISTubaf  their  \^^y  beings  i^tiU 
across  aii  immense  plaii^.  th^  nioriiing  thfer^^ere 
terrible  storms  of  thunder  £iud  lightning,  some  rain, 
5^nd  onp  sbower,  of  so  large  dr<)ps  tbsi^t  it  vyet  the^n  to 
the  ill  ?in  instant,  ^t  w%s  qt»tte  P^lpit  and  every 
drop  fell  perpendicularly  Hpqn  tbem.  Mr-  Br^ee 
t;))inks  be  never,  in  his  life,  felt  sp  cold  a  rajn,  yet  '\% 
trasj  not  djss^greeable ;  for  the  d^^y  was  qlose  and  boti 
and  they  should  have  wished,  every  now  and  tbeP>  to 
iji^Va  haid  a  rapderaite  refrigevation ;  thissi  however^ 
i?V^s  rather  tqq  ftbun^^mt.  Tbft  ^iUf^ges  qf  the  Ntlba. 
lay,  ^on  ^\\  #d^s,  throughout  this  plain.  At  ni«tt 
o'c1qc|c  tbey  arrived  at  Basbocb>  V?hich  \s  a  large 
colleption  of  hpts  qf  ^|iese  people,  ^nd  bas  the  8ppe?ir- 
ance  of  a  toif  t^- 

The  governor,  a  venerable  pld  main  about  seveqtyf 
wha  was  sp  feeble  that  be  cqql^  scar(jely  y^^lky  re- 
ceived tbem  with  great  complacencyr  or^^y  ??iying, 
when  he  took  ^r.  ^rtt?^  the  b^^nd,  Q  Cbrxsti?^n ! 
wbjit  flqi^t^  thqii,  at  sijcb  ^  time,  iix  m<^h  ^  country  ?" 
B|r.  iPt^Uce  was  surprised  at  the  pob'teiiessi  of  Ills 
spe^eh,  when  be  called  \nm  l^azarani,  the  eivil  terflft 
fo,r  Christis^n  in  tjie  ea^t ;  whereas  Infi^ei  ge- 
neral terni  ^litOJDg  i|e^^^  brutish  people  | 

had 


Ser^naar. 

had  here  a  very  clean  and  comfortable  hut  to  lodge 
in,  though  his  party  were  sparingly  supplied  with 
provisions  all  the  time  they  were  there,  but  never 
W^re  m&tteA  to  fm%  9^  <S?iy  together. 

Basboch  is  situated  on  the  eastern  oank  of  the  Nile, 
not  a  quarter  ef  a  mile  from  the  ford  below.  The 
fi^et  here  runs  notfth  and  south  ;  towards  the  iSfidesrit 
is  shf^Uow,  bflt  deep  in  the  middle  pf  the,  current  j  aq4 
ii^  tt|i§  part  it  i^  pjuch  inf^stfid  with  Qropoi^ilest  Sep- 
li«ar  Wimo  Willi*  and  a  hs^lf  S.  S.  of  it-  They 
heard  t|ie  evening  drum  very  distinctly,  and  not  with- 
out anxiety,  when  they  reflected  to  what  a  brutish 
people,  according  to  al|  aecouiits,  they  were  about  to 
trust  themselves,. 

On  the  29th,  leave  was  sent  them  to  enter  Sennaar. 
It  was  not  without  some  difficulty  that  Mr.  Bruce 
g^ot  his  quadrant  and  heavy  baggage  Mfely  carried 
dQwn  the  hill,  fqr  the.  bs^nk^  ar§  v^ry  stpep  tof  %h§ 
^dge  of  the  water.  The  intention  of  their  assistant?^ 
wa?  to  SiUde  the  quadrant  down  the  feill,  in  its  case, 
vvhich  wouM  have  utterly  destroyed  t%;  gpd,  as  |heir 
^foat  waa  bwt  a  >mry  indifferent  eoabarkatiaa,  i^  was 
obliged  to  mailt  ae^Nl  tpwsf  ^^  %n4  fifo  1^%*^  fb«3r 
got  all  Iheir  several  paeJ^agea  lan4M  <»^  the  Vfst^ppit 
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CHAPTER  VI  11. 


Interviews  with  the  King  of  Senhaar~Visit  to  Shl^kb  AiJekO'^D«S«srip- 
tion  of  th^^  King's  wives — Gav^mm^nt  o^f  SeBmai^r^ 
In%atyrtants--¥mvince§— Mffi^^^^  fortee— Distressed  iituatioiii  of  tlie 
Author — Departure  from  Sennaar — Reception  at  Chendl  by  Sittina — 
liitervlews  with  her — Journey  through  the  Desert — Provision  for  the 
Journey— Moving  Pillars  (jf  Sand— The  Simoom— Distress  5n  the 
Desert— The  Canals  die  of  fatipe— The  J^x^xXxqx     obJi^ecl  t§  absin-^ 

"  don  his  baggage— Arrival  at  Assouan— Cdrii~Jtli^a#ia--i«M^i^^^ 


o  N  his  arrival  at  Sennaar,  Mr.  Bruce  was  conducted 
by  Adelan's  servant  to  a  very  spacious  good  house 
belonging  to  the  Shekh  himself/ having  two  stories?^ 
a  long  quarter  of  a  naile  from  the  king's  palace.  He 
left  a  message  for  our  traveller  to  repose  himself,  and 
itt  a  day  ot  itwo  to  ^ait  upon  the  king*  *I^bmlie  re^^ " 
solved  to  comply  with  most  exactly ;  but  the  very  next  • 
morning,  the  30th  of  April,  there  came  a  servant 
froiti  the  palace  to  stitntrion  him  to  npdn  the 
king,  which  he  immediately  obeyed.  Mr.  Bruce 
took  with  him  three  servantSj^  black  Suliman,  Ismael 
the  Tatk,  and  his  ^e^k  servant  Miehael;  The 
palace  covers  a  prodigious  deal  of  ground.  It  is  all 
of  one  story,  built  of  clay,  and  the  floors  of  earth. 
^hb  chsithberB  through  which  they  passed  were  all 
unfurnished,  and  seemed  as  if  a  great  many  of  them 
ha.d  formerly  been  destined  as  barracks  for  soldiers, 
of  whom  Mr*  Bruce  did  not  see  above  fifty  on  guard. 
The  king  wat  ip  a  small  room,  not  twenty  feet  square^ 
to  which  they  ascended  by  two  short  flights  of  narrow 
steps.  The  floor  of  the  room  was  covered  with  broad 
square  tilers  J  over  it  was  laid  a  Persian  mtf^  and 

^  the 
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the  walls  were  hmg  with  tapestry  of  the  same  coun-^ 
try ;  the  whole  very  well  kept,  and  in  good  order. 

The  king"  was  sitting  upon  a  mattress  laid  on  the 
.ground,  which  was  lik#liei#e  covered  with  a  Persian 
carpel,  and  round  him  was  a  number  of  cushions  of 
Venetian  cloth  of  gold.  His  dress  did  not  correspond 
with  this  magnificence,  for  it  was  nothing  but  a  large 
loose  shirt,  of  Surat  blue  cotton  cloth,  which  seemed 
not  to  differ  from  the  same  worn  by  his  servants,  ex- 
cept that,  all  around  the  edges  of  ft,  the  sMtes  were- 
double  stitched  with  white  silk,  and  likewise  round 
the  neck.  His  bead  wass  uncovered)  he  wore  his  own 
BhdWr  Wa^k  aad^  wat  m  ¥hii€^  In  colmt  m  m 
Arab.  He  seemed  to  be  a  man  about  thirty-four; 
his  feet  were  bare^  but  covered  by  his  shirt.  He  had 
a  very  plebeian  coufitenance,  on  which  was  stampede 
no  decided  character  j  but  Mr.  Bruce  shoiiM  Jbuve 
guessed  liiin  to  be  a  soft^  tiffyd^  irresolute  mm^  At 
our  tiittel^^  coming  fc^twitfdt  aM  Mss^^  his  hmd^ 
tie  looked  at  him  for  £k  minute  as  if  undetermined  what 
to  say.  He  then  asked  for  an  Abyssinian  interpreter, 
as  there  are  many  of  these  about  the  palace.  Oji 
which  Mr.  Bruce  said  to  him  in  Arabic, 
hend  I  understand  as  much  of  that  language  as  will 
enable  me  to  answer  any  question  you  have  to  put 
to  me*"  Upon  which  he  turned  to  the  people  that 
were  with  him,  Downright  Arabic,  indeed!  You 
did  not  learn  that  language  in  Habesh  said  he  to 
Mr.  Bruce,  who  answered,  I  hav^  ht^n  in 

Egypt,  Turkey,  and  Arabia,  where  I  learned  it]  but 
I  have  likewise  often  s|>oken  it  in  Abyssinia,  where 
Crf^^^k,  TrirM^ft^  ^hd  tevetal'  bthei^-  languages,  sire 
used,''  He  said,  Impossible !  he  did  not  think  they 
knew  any  thing  of  languages,  excepting  their  own, 
in  AbyssMd.^  ' 

There  were  sitting  in  the  side  of  the  room  opposite 
to  hitp,  four  men  dressed  in  white  cotton  shirts,  with 
%  iiihl^  dviWl t^lreriuf  their  headi*  iin d  part  0?  thetr 
fnees^  by  whrch  It  wfts  knawn  they  wei'e  religious 


tM?^mmmmmm. 

mm,  &t  ttifeh  of  baifftiftg,  6t  of  the  l6kW«  OnfeOf  thteSfe 
answered  thfe  king's  doiibt  bfthfe  Abj'ssifiiahg'  kiioW- 
Ifedgfe  in  IdrigubfffeS;  "  They  hate  knf  tia|6ii  feAottgh; 

aSses/'  Durihg'  thi^  fcohVerjatibtt,  Mr*.  BMc^  tbok 
ih^  sherriffe  of  M^dda'^  letter,  also  One  froiii  the  kihl^ 

the  sh^i^riffe's.  He  took  them  bdth  as  Mr,  Bt*Uce 
gtiVe  them,  biit  laid  li^ide  tM  king's  Ujiott  £k  leUi^hiOit 
m  U  had  Vfedd  the  sh^Mflfe's.  Aflir  tfefs  M 
the  king'is,  ^hd  Called  irttftifedialely  ag^in  fbl'  &ii 
AbysSihiatt  interpreted  j  up6n  whith  Mr.  Brii^g  $lti^ 
Hdthing,  supposing",  p^rhsips,  he  might  ch60*i  Id 
tnAke  hiiti  delivet^  some  meltsiige  to  him  iri  pritSt^j 
Which  he  would  not  hslVfe  his  jpieoiple  hear.  But  it 
Mi  p^Vk  coiifttSioh  ahd  absetide  of  ttiirid,  for  he  hefet 
#pOke  a  Word  to  him  When  he  caMe.  "  Ifou  ar6  A 
physician  ^ttd  h  ^bldiei*/'  said  the  kihg.  Both,  itt 
time  of  heed,"  Replied  Mi^.  BrUee.  But  the  she>*- 
tfiffe'S  letter*  tellsi  Itie,  ttlso,  that  you  fcire  h  noblematt 
irt  the  sei'Vice  of  a  gi*eat  king*  that  they  call  Engliise- 
ttiian,  who  is  ihaster  Of  all  tne  Indies^  and  Who  ha^ 
Msihoftietan  well  as  Christian  Subjects,  ahd  allows 
thetn  yi  to  be  gOver*ned  by  thdir  OWfi  laWs."— 
Though  I  never  said  So  to  the  sherHflfe/' i*ef>li6d 

indiirldual  in  my  nation,  alld  ani  al»6  servant  to  the 

ff^ateist  kingf  now  teigning^  Ujion  earth,  of  Wh&SO 
dminidOs,  It likewise  ttuly  said,  these  Iftdiels  tf^s 
but  a  small  part."— **H0W  cofties  it,"  said  the  king^ 
"  you  that  ar6  so  noble  and  learned,  that  you  khoW 
*ifth1t!gsv  ^tt  fe^gUages,  and  sd  bffaV^  Iftttf  yOSMi* 
no  danger,  but  pass,  with  tWo  or  three  old  men,  into 
»Uch  countries  as  Ihis;  and  Habeah;|  wberfe  Baady^ 
tiiy  Either,  perished  With  an  artftyf  fittiW  fefeffigs  W 
•  that  you  dO  not  stay  at  home  and  fenjoy  yoUrs^lf,  eat, 
ddnk,  take  pleasure  and  x^^^  and  not  wander  liko 
a  poof  man,  a  frty  iiir  dtSittget^^^  Stit^^f 
Sir,'*  l^fiid  Mj^^^ijl^  ^^IKt^  kii©#  i^ttil^tif 
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Tlie  Cadi  0f  Senna  ?,r. 

■  .    '  '    .Tiir.jTiii  ill.  i    ,  ,,m  ^t'm-'  ■  I-'  .  X  ■  ■  ■  1*^^ 

S0it  0I /  loen  certaii^tf V  y#tt  idisf^kiiow  tlf^ ;  for  thei^e 
are  in  your  religion,  9^  well  as  mine^  men  of  learning; 
and!  tho$6  loo  of  great  ra^iik  and  nobilily^  *  who^  oa 

have  made,  renounce  Ihe  world,  its  riches,  and  plea-t 
sures^  i '.They. lay  down  their  nobiiity,  asnd  becoma 
humh^le  and  pdoq,  so  as  often  to  be  tnmliyi  by  wicked 
dnd:low  men,  not  having' the  fear  of  Grod'  betbre  their^ 
eye^.'!-4^^True,  these  are  Dervish,''  said  some  that 
were  present.  ^  *^  I  am-  then;one  of  these  Dervish,"' 
said  Mr*^tBfac%  Ih6  .hkBA  that  isj 

given  me,  and  ^hoiuhdifor  some  years  to  travel  in, 
hardshipis.«and  ij|anger^>  doing  all  the  good  I  can  to 
poor  IrlOT^f fdii,  ierving  every  man  and  hurting in0tt0v^v 
'^Tybel;  that  is  wiell,'-  said  thcxkirig.M  And  how 
long  hav,e  you  been  travelling  about?"  adds  one  of 
the  others.  Near  twenty  years,"  said  Mr.  Bruce^ 
■^'^yQU^^a^lst^be  very  young,"  observed;  th^  kirigr 
"to.  have  committed  so  manyj  sins[,  and  so,  early; 
they. .must  all  have,  been  with  women ii"-rr-"  Part  of 
thei4i,i  l,'su.pposie^^  were,*'  replied  Mr/BfWc^|  ^«rbofeI 
did  not  !say  li  Was  one  of  these  that  triavelled  on  ac-. 
eoun^  of  ^their  sinsi^  jbut  th^t  there  were  some  Der-. 
yishe^  that  did  so.  oa^accoaist  .of  thetir  vows^  andsomW 
tQ:leara.  wi^dofni''^  Hhe  kingt  then  ra sul  e  a,  sign^^  and. 
a  slave,  brought, a  cushion,  which  Mr^  Bruce  would 
have,  refused,  but  he  insisted  that  oiir  traveler  shouldi. 
dit  dowa  upon  it.  z  awIj  .    1    \  !:  .  ^ 

The  Cadi,  or  chief  judge  at  Sennaar,  who  vvas  one, 
of.  the >i three  tbat  joined,  in  ithe  conversation,  now 
ask^  Mr*®i?!i^  If  h^Jrti^^i^  IS^e^Hagiuge  Magiuge. 
was  >  Qome.  ^  Remembering  what  had.  been  told 
hian  pa  this  subject  by  a  leamied  friiend  at  Teawa, 
oar  traveler  ticmltf  /^^^^  arid  re-  " 

piled,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  know  iany  thing  about 
him,  but /hoped  thesci^ays.  were,  far  off,  and  would 
qot  happen  in  his  time.^|if  ,What  say  your  books  con- 
cerning him?"  rejoined'tlk&  Ofiidl^  'lll^  look  of 
great  .wisctoitt  I    do  Ihey  agree  with  .  orus  ?"— I 

la.  3  L  '  don't 


i#fi%  feBdw/^^  Mr.  Bitten,  ^  till  f  hear  ^hat  k, 

written  in  your  books."  Hagiuge  Magiiige,"  re- 
plied he,  "  little  people,  not  so  big  as  bees,  are  like 
tit#  zimbf  the  fly  of  Sennaar,  tlist  mmm  iii  gl^itt 
swarms  out  of  the  earth,  aye,  in  multitudes  that  can- 
not be  counted)  two  of  their  chiefs  arQ  to  ride  upon 
an  ass,  and  every  hair  of  t^at^^iifejft  fefe  a  pipe,  and 
every  pipe  is  to  play  a  different  Wt3iA  of  music,  and 
all  that  bear  and  follow  them  are  carried  to  hell."— 
^*  I  know  them  not,"  said  Mr.  Bruce;  *^  and,  in  the 
ftame  of  the  liOrdi  Utti^  tbfeto  not,,  were^jt  twted 
as  small  as  you  say  they  are,  and  twice  as  numerous. 
I  trust  in  Qod  I  shall  never  be  so  fond  of  music  as  ta 
go  to  hell  after  an  atS,  for  9^1^  ^B  i^ 
they  can  play." — The  king  laughed  heartily,  and 
Mr.  Bruce,  beiug  tjred  of  the  conversatipii,  rose  to 
go  awiiy.  ^ 

The  drum  beat  a  little  after  six  o'clock  in  ih^pfm^ 
ing.  Our  traveller  and  his  party  then  had  a  very 
comfortable  dinner  sent  them,  camel's  flesh  stewed 
with  an  herb  of  a  viscous  slimy  substance,  called 
Bamniia.  After  having  dined,  and  finished  the 
journal  of  the  day,  Mr.  Brnc'e  fell  to  unpacking  hi» 
fftstr&ifr#h#i  thfe  baifete#6r^  and  tb^rn»iitieter  first  j 
nnd,  after  having  hung  them  up,  was  conversing  with 
Adelan's  servant  when  he  .^hoqld  pay  his  visit  to  his 
«naster*  About  eight  oVfcite^^  from 
the  palace,  telling  Mr.  Bruce  that  then  was  the  time 
to  bring  his  present  to  the  king.  He  sorted  the  se- 
parate articles  with  all  the  S'peed  he  could,  and  went 
directly  W  the  pla^eer  The  king  was  sittkig  in  a 
large  apartment,  as  far  as  he  could  guess,  at  some 
^^l^iisu^ce  from  the  former.  Ue  was  naked,  but  had 
i^vera)  elMhes  lying  upon  ht*  knm^  mSnhmtMmt 
and  a  servant  was  rubbing  him  over  with  very  stink- 
ing butter  or  grease,  vvxth  which  his  hair  was  drop^ 
ping  as  if  wet  with  #atlef.  Ijs^r^  a#  the  rooifl 
it  could  be  smelled  through  the  whole  of  it.  The 
Mnr  asked  Mr.  Bruce  if  ever  he  greased  himself  as  he 

iid? 
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did  ?  Mr/BriB€Sa-'«^W^  ¥:iBry  seldom,  but  fancied  Jt 
would  be  very  expensive.  He  then  told  him,  that  it 
M^as  elephant's  g^reasei  which  made  p/eople  strong,  aud 
preserved  .tha  i^kitii  ^tadi^d^tll^  Otor  ttheh^i&B^^^  Sfitd 
he  thought  it  very  proper,  but  could  not  bear  the 
smell  of  it,  though  the  skin  should  turn  jas  rough  as 
m  Mephmi%  fm  i%^^mt  tyf  it  The  king  replied, 
that  if  Mr.  Bruce  had  used  it,  his  hair  would  not  have 
turned  so  red  as  it  was,  and  that  it  would  all  become 
white  presently,  when  that  redness  came  o(F.  "  You 
may  see,*'  continued  he,  "the  Arabs  driven  in  herfe 
by  the  Daveina,  and  all  their  cattle  taken  from  them, 
because  they  have  qo  longer  any  grease  for  their  hair, 
^hls  stiti  i*.^  ttlfhHt  rMf  and  then  perfectly  wbifc#} 
and  you  will  know  them  in  the  street  Ixy  their  hair 
bein§:  the  colour  of  *yours.  As  for  the  smeU|  you  will 
^e  thtit  cured  preeentiy/^  "  - 

After  having  rubbed  him  abundantly  grease, 
the  servants  brought  a  pretty  large  horn,  and  in  it 
something  scented,  about  the  consistence  of  lioney. 
It  was  plain  that  civit  was  a  great  part  of  the  com* 
position.  The  king  vvent  out  at  the  door,  Mr.  Bruce 
supposes,  into  another  room,  and  there  two  men  de- 
luged bira  oire^  with  pltt»ii^ri  aorld  ^nt^,  &^  theh 
returned,  and  a  slave  anointed  him  with  this  sweet 
pifltruent}  after  which  he  sat  down,  as  completely 
dressed,  being  just  going  to  his  woman's  apartment 
where  he  was  to  sup.  Mr*  Bvv^m  told  hlm^  he  won- 
dered why  he  did  not  use  rose-water  as  in  Abyssinia, 
Arabia,  and  Cairo.  He  said,  he  had  it  often  from 
Cairo,  when  th^i  merchants  arrived;  but,  M  it  wm 
now  long  since  any.  came,  his  people  could  not  make 
more,  for  the  rose  would  not  grow  in  his  country 
thotigh  thef  i?rdmi»n  tii4^  it  <if  lenient* 

flower. 

?  His  toiletv  being  finished,  our  traveller  then  pro- 
duced his  present,  whifeh  he  told  him  the  king  of 
Abyssinia  had  sent  to  him,  hoping  that,  according  to 
Ihe  faith  and  ^uis^tam  of  nations,  h^  would  not  only . 

4%?  .  proteet 
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protect  him  while  here,  but  send  him  safely 
ily  out  of  his  dominions  into  Egypt.  \^He  answered, 
there  was  a  time  when  he  coujd  imve  done,  all  this, 
land  tnfefrfev  btit  IKiJse  titnes  wfefe  fehftngeS,  Seamar 
was  in  ruin^  and  was  not  like  what  it  was.  He  then 
ordered  some  perfumed  sori)et  to  brought  for  Mr. 
Br&ce  td  ifMk  Tti  Mi^  pmstftiS^i  11^^  pledge 
that  your  person  is  in  safety.  The  kiiig  itfiereiipon 
■withdrew,^  and  went  to  his  ladies*  t: 

It  was  not  til!  the  8th  of  May  that  Mr.  Bruce  had 
his  audience  of  Shekh  Adelatt  ^at  Mm^  ^ich  is  thme 
itiiles  ^and  a  half  from  Sennaar  ;  they  walked  out 
^earty  in  the  morning,  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  way, 

"being  totally  divested  of  trees,  the  bottom  foul  and 
mixdd^,^  and  the  edges  of  the  water  white  with^ small 

of  calcaT^ous^  «affti,  ^hieht  with 
bright  sun  upon  them,  dazzled  and  affected  their 
eyes  very  much.    They  then  {struck  across  a  large 
sandy  plain  without  tre^s  or  bushetj  and  came  to 
Adelan's  habitation.  ;  t 

Within  the  gate  was  a  ndrnber  of  horses,  with  thp 
soldiers'  barracks  behind  them  j  they  were  all  piqueted 
i»  miiks,  their  faees  to  their  master's  bkia^a^k^'  Jt 
was  one  of  the -  finest  sights  Mr^'  Bruce  ev;er  saw  of 
^he  kind.    They  were  all  above  sixteen  hands  high^ 

luadcj  and  as  strong  as  our  coach-horses,  but  exceed- 
ingly iiinyble  in  their  motion :  rather  thick  andshoxt 
Jii  th&  Ibrehand,  bitt  with  thi  tpo#  beautiful  eyes, 
ears,  and  heads,  in  the  world ;  the^^i^ite  mostly.black', 
some  of  them  black  and  white,  some  of  theui  milk^ 
tvhite  foaled,  so  not  white  by  age,  with  white 
mes  and  whif^^  heofsi  mt  petM|i^  a,  f imBm-^ 
mendation.  ; 

A  steel  shirt  of  mail  hung  upon  each  man's  quarters 
opp'omtB  to  im  %6rS^e^  and  by  il  ati  iinMo|^ir  M^m 
made  soft  like  shamoy,  with  which  it  was  covered 
from  the  dew  of  the  night.    A  head-piece  of^coppj^ti 
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wilbofit  ttk^t  or  jprldtieifKg^,  wm  nimpend^d  by  It  kcis 
above  the  shirt  of  raaili  and. was  the  niost  picturesque 
part  of  the  trophy;    Ta  Ihese.  was  added  an  enOr- 
fliottt  bfossil^twprd  in  a  te#'  fed^^^ 
upon  the  pummel  hung  two  thick  gloves,  not  dividpii 


one  poke.  They  told  Mr.  Bruce,  that, 
within  that  inclosure  at  Aira,  there  were  400  honses, 
owhich,  with  the  riders,  and  armour  complete  for  each 
of  them,  were  all  the  property  of  Shekh  Adelaq, 
every  hori^ati  hmng  Md  himgW  ^itlt 

iis  money.  -         , , 

Adelan  was  then  sitting  upon  a  piece  of  the  truiik 
iof  a  palm-tree^  iri  th6  front  of  one  of  the' divisions  iii 
his  horses,  which  he  seemed  to  be  cdnteno plating  with 
pleasure;  a  number  of  biack  people,  his  own-servants 
friendsi  were  standing  round  him.  Heiiad  on 
a  long  drab-coloured  camlet  gown,  lined  with  yiellow 
satin;  and  a  camlet  cap  like  a  head-piece,  with  two 
short  points  that  covered  his  ears.  Thfis,  it  seems, 
*ras  his  dress,^b«i^^  ha  tfc^fee  d^ly  in  the  liiorning,  t& 
visit  hisi  horses,  which  he  never  neglected.  The 
Shekb  was  a  man  above  six  feet  liig|i,  rattier  cprpu- 
Unl,  hB^  *^heavy  walk,  s^emtiigly  i&ofe  i^dm  ^fy^ 
tation  of  grandeur  than  Vfmit  bi  agility.  He  wW 
^bout  sixty;  of  the  colour  and  features  of  an  Arab, 
mi&f  a  Negro,  but  had  rather  more  beard  thUn 
f^lti  to  f lie  lot  of  people  in  this  country  ;  large  piere^ 
ing  eyes,  and  a  determined,  though;  at  the  same  time, 
a  very  pleasing  countenance.  ,  Upon  Mr.  Bruce's 
€0ttiihg  near  hitti,  be  gbt  up :  #at  are  a  horser- 

man,'*  says  he,  without  any  salutation,  "  what  would 
yourMng  of  Habesh  givfe  for  th^s^  Ijorses  What 

not  give  fttiy  price  for  sucll  hl(Mm$  |£  he  knew  their 
?alue  ?"  '       •  >       :  ' 

They  then  wfttt  izitQ  a  Jarge  saloon^  hung  round 
|ri%  miwrWRt  ^0  :$^d«t  ^os^ki  liv^one  of  tUfe 


ours,  but  like  hed^ers'  g^loves,  their 
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longest  sides  werfe  l^vo  Iai^g«i  with  erlm- 

Kon  and  yellow  daoinsk,  and  large  eiishions  of  cloth 
of  gold,  like  the  kinor's.  He  now  pulled  off  his  caoi- 
Jet  gowir  and  cap,  arid'  rettt^tri^d  fft  a  t!tiifa^drt  «Sttih 
timii  feaching"  down  below  his  knees,  which  lapped 
G^mt  at  the  breast,  and  was  girt  round  hi$  waist  with 
n  scarf  or  sash,  in  which  h6  had- stack  a  .^hort  dagger 
in  an  ivory  sheath,  mounted  with  gold;  and  had  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  amethysts  upon  his 
^finger  that  Mr.  Bruce  ever  saw,  mounted  plain,  witb- 
ottt  anji^^llianoonds,  and  a  sms^J^ol^. ear-ring  in  one 
of  his  ears*  Thci  followiiigjjoiifer^^^^^  t|ien  took 
placet  \  V'  /       *.?    ^  . 

ff  Why  have  yoii  ctittife  l^t^h^er/*  skicl  fre  fd  Mr. 
Bruce,  without  arms^  and  on  foot,  and  without 
attendants?"  Yagonhe.  "I  was  told  that  iiprses 
were  not  kept  at  Senrtaar,  and  bi^ought  none 
iiie,''  Adelan.  ^*  You' suppose  you  have  come  througli 
great  dangers,  and  so  yon  have.  But  w  hat  do  you 
think  of  me,  who  am  day  and  night  out  in  the  fields, 
^surrounded  by  hundreds  and  thousands  of  Arabs,  all 
of  whom  would  eat  me  alive  if  they  dared?"  Yay. 
^*  A  brave  man,  used  to  command  as  you  are,  doe$ 
ti6tlc>dk  to  ihe  tiiitttbet^  Ms  enemies,  but  to  thmt 
abilities;  a  wolf  does  not  fear  ten  thousand  sheep 
more  than  he  does  one."  Ad.  "  True:  look  out  at 
the  ddor;  tl<6se  arife  tlie  chiefs  wliom  i;|itii>  h3^# 
ing,  and  1  have  brought tfcem  hither  th^t  tlley  may 
judge  from  what  they  see  whether  I  am  ready^fov 
them  or  not."  Yag.  *^  You  could  not  do  more  pra* 
perly  ;  but,  as  to  my  ov^  n  affairs,  I  wait  upon  you 
from  the  king  of  Abyssinia,  desiring  safe  conduct 
through  yonr  country  into  Eg^pt^  with  his  royal  pro- 
immi  that  k  f eaidf|lto  dt»  tfte  liea  fetf  j^fiu  again,  or 
any  other  favour  you  may  call  upon  him  for."  He 
took  the  letter  and  read  it.  Ad.  The  king  of  Abysr 
iiuia  may  be  assured  I  am  always  ready  to  do  ntj^r^ 
iini  thuii  tl«f *  ll  h  tm^^  mm  ^  attenipt 

upon 
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li^Wf^n^m  Mr.  Bruce. 

Span  Setitiaaft  md  th^  tmi^^^0^  m^M^r^  to  replace 
Baady  upon  the  tlirati%  W0  haye  had  no  formal 
peace,  but  neither  are  we  at  war/:  We  understand 
one  another  as  g^ood  neig^hboursought  to  do;  and  what 
eke  is  peace  ?"  Yae/^  t*Yot^fetl0W  I  am  a  strang^ec 
and  traveller  seeking  my  way  home.  1  have  nothing 
to  do  with  peace  or  war  between  nations.  All  I  beg 
i»  A  saffe^  ^^&iidiTb%  llirough  yoiii*  kirigdoftt  *  m&  the 
rights  of  hospitality  bestowed  in  such  cases  on  every 
common  stranger  ;  and  one  of  the  favours  I  beg  i^, 
your  acceptance  i>f  m  small  present.  I  bring  it  not 
Irom  home  j  I  liave  been,  long  absent  from  thence, 
or  it  would  have  been  better."  Ad.  "I'll  not  refuse 
it,  but  it  is  quite  unnecessary.  I  have  faults  like 
tflb^r  ineii}  ti^  to  hurt  or  plunder  strangers,  was 
never  one  of  them.  Mahomet  Abou  Kalec,  my  bro- 
ther, is,  however,  tx  much  better  man  to  strangers 
than  I  aiiit  will  be  Imky  if  jm  m^^t  him  ber^i 
if  not,  I  will  do  for  you  what  lVea%  ivh^A 
confusion  of  the  Arabs  is  oyer."  ^ 

Mt.  Brtice  gave  him  thiiisiigrn^  whifelt  li* 

opened,  looked  at,  and  laid  by  isflth*^^^^^  l?^a^ittgiMy^ilg^ 
only,  "  Aye,  Metical  Aga  is  a  good  man  ;  he  some- 
times takes  care  of  our  people  going  to  Mecca;  for 
my  part,  I  never  was  there,  and  probably  never  shall.'* 
Mr.  Bruce  then  presented  his  letter  from  Ali  Bey  to 
him.  He  placed  it  upon  his  knee,  and  gave  a  s|ap 
Vtp^B  it  ii^ith  his  open  hand.     What!*^  ^dd^m^  hie^ 

do  you  not  know,  have  you  not  heard,  that  Mahomet 
Abou  Daliab^  his  Hisnadar,  has  rebelled  against  him^ 
banfehed  birt^^^  and  now  sits  in  his  place? 

But  don't  be  disconcerted  at  that,  I  know  you  to  be 
u  ipg^n  of  honogir^nd  prudence:  if  Mahomet,  my  bro- 
ther, does  ttbt  eam^t  m  ^pon  as  1  can  get  leisure,  I 
will  dispatch  you.'*  !l!bte«grrattt  tbiEt  had  conducted 
Mr.  Bruce  to  Sennaar,  and  was  then  with  him,  went 
forward  close  to  him,  and  said,  in  a  kind  of  whisper,- 

ShoiiM  he  ^  ^ftett  to  tba  feit^gF'—"  When  he 
pt#a»fs  bei  mi^f  0M  m^  th^  iowiii  ^iid  taM  a  walkt 
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but  never  alone ;  and  alsd  ito  the  .palace,  that,  whett 
he  returns  to  his  own  country,  he  may  report  he  saw 
^  ls:iqg  at  Sennaar,  that  neitUer  knows  how  to  govern,^ 
ttop'will  suffer  otfttrjj  to  tMcJi  him ;  who  knows  nojt 
how  to  make  w^ar,  andl  fst  wiU  tiot  sit  in  pet^gfer  t 
Mr.  Bruce  then  took  his  leave  of  him,  but  there  was 
a  plentiful  breakfast  provided  for  our  traveller  in  the 
other  room.  At  going  out,  Mr.  Bruce  took  his  leave 
by  kissing  his  hand,  which  he  submitted  to  without 
reluctance.  Shekh/'  said  our  traveller,  when  1 
p^srsr*'ili^  Arabs  iia  t%e  lqim^^^  I  Jtope  it  will  not 
disoblige  you  if  1  converse  with  some  of  them  out  of 
curiosity  ?"  "  By  no  nieans,"  replied  h^,  *V^s  much 
as  you  please;  but  don%  fet  fh^^m 
;caD  find  you  at  Sennaar,  or  they  will  be  in  youF* , 
bouse  from  morning  till  nightj  will  eat  up  all  yom 
victuals,  and  then,  in  returixi  will  cut  your  throat  if 
they  can.  meet  you  upon  your  journey.''  Mr.  Bruce 
returned  home  to  Sennaar,  very  well  pleased  jvith 
his  reception  at  Aira.  He  had  not  seen,  since,vhe 
teH  Mm^B^tf  ft  ilian  i^oi^^  in  his  manners, 

apd^^ho  spoke  without  ijisgnm  what  a^^pr^nlly  he 
bad  in  his  heart. 

'She  BfeJ^t  irtof^hing^  teipl^s  agreeably  surprised  by 
a  visit  from  Hagi  Belal,  to  whom  he  had  been  rcr 
commended  by  Metical  Aga,  and  to  wjiom  Ibrahim 
Seraff,  the  English  broker,  at  Jidda,  had  addressed 
him  for  any  money  he  should  need  at  Sennaar.  Be^ 
lal  welcomed  him  with  great  kindness,  and  repeated 
testimonies  of  joy  and  wonder  at  his  safe  arrival.  He 
bad  bfeen  down  in  Atbara  at  Ge.rri,  pr  ^oiit^M^ilhge^: 
near  it,  with  merchandize,  and  had  not  yet  seen 
the  kin^  since  he  came  home,  but  gave  Mr,  Bruce 
the  mstff  ^^ttipiam  possibfe  of  e^urill^yi 

insomuch  that  there  seemed  to  be  not  a  spot,  but 
the  one  he  then  stood  on,  in ^  which  he  was  not  in 
iipiaitie^^  tknger  of  destruction,  from  a  variety  of 
independent  causes,  which  it  seemed  not  possibly  in 
his  power  to  iwoid*-  Iij  the  efenjng,  be  sent  Mr^ 
.  Bruce 


Hagi  Belal. 

Bvnce  some  refreshments,  wM*h  he  fiad^  ttm^  be6tt 
unaccustomed  to;  some  tf^t  (excellent^  coffee,  solme 
honey,  and  brown  sugar,  several  bottles  of  rack,  like- 
wise nutmegs,  cinnamon,  ginger,  and  some  very^ 
good  date$  of  the  dry  kittd,  which  he  b^ad  bfdugiit 
from  Atbara.  '  ' 

Hagi  Belal  was  a  native  of  Morocco.  He  bad 
beeii  at  C^iif^;  ^»tl  klm  at  Jtd^  d^i  HcNi)i^v  Hier 
knew  the  English  well,  and  professed  himself  both 
obliged  and  attached  to  theni.    It  was  some  days 

k^tim  Bttt  tif ihefltur^a  to  gpaiiife  to  him  npm 
money  business,  or  upon  any  probability  of  ^tiimngt 
assistance  at  Sennaar.  He  gave  him  little  hopes  of 
the  latter,  repeating  to  him  what  he  very  well  knew 
uhom  the  disagreement  of  the  ktt%  m3i  Adelaii. 
He  seemed  to  place  all  his  expectations,  and  those 
were  but  faint  ones^  in  the  coming  qf  Shekh  Aboa 
Msk^  #oto  1&0l?iofafi*  He^  mtd  tiotM%  coald 
expected  from  Shekh  Adelan  without  going  to  Aira, 
as  > he  would  never  trust  himself  in  Sennaar^  in 
this  fempl's  l^km^  fctJt  Ibai^  tttii[»|st#^ 
absolute  tihi  nlo^^^  tlftops  without 

the  town.  * 
One  morning  he  came  to  Mr.  Bruce  after  having 
been  vt^ifh^  th«.  Mngi  wh^Jt  limBihf  watsi  hMself 
preparing  to  go  to  the  palace.  He  said  he  had 
'been  sent  for  upon  his  account,  and  had  been  ques-^ 
tibrred  very  narrowly  vtrha*  feort  of  a  man  he  wasr. 
Having  answered  very  favourably,  both  of  him  and 
his  nation,  he  had  a^ked  for  lii^|ical  Aga's  letters, 
i>r  any  Other' 1^^^^  coricerning  him  from 

Jidda;  he  said  that  he  had  only  shewn  MeticaVs 
letter,  written  in  the  name  of  the  SherifFe,  as  also 
one  from  himself:  that  there  were  several  great 
officers  of  government  present ;  and  the  Cadi,  whom 
Mr.  Bruce  had  seen  the  first  time  he  had  been  with 
the  king,  had  read  the  letters  aloud  to  them  all  thaC 

m%  of  Ih^ila  W         Wiw  It  i^ajwfe  ^^  a 
man  as  oilr  $r|iv«ileJi'  ventured  to^^^m  ihem  deserts, 
20.  3  m  with 
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Hagi  Beial, 

with  four  Of       fili  iser ^ktits,  and  wMt  it  wm  tfe 
€ai9&eto  «ee?  that  he  answered^  he  apprehended  hfe 
chief  abjept  at  Senniiar  was  to  be  forwars^ied  to  his 
mfu^^^m^     It  waiss  al$6  asked,  Why  Mr/Brai&e 
n^  mme  MngHshmeh  with  him,  as  none  of  his 
servants  were  of  that  nation,  but  poor  feeggarly 
.  Kopts^  Arabs,  and  Turks,  who  were  none  of  thteni 
^  ef  his  reli^^Ov  answered,  That  irAvdlm 

through  these  countries  must  take  up  with  such  peo- 
ple as  they  can  find  going  the  same  way  j  howevet, 
he  believ^  #dme  English  servants  hfi^  fll^-  in 
sinii,  which  country  he  bad  left  the  first  opportunity 
that  had  oiferedk  being  wearied  by  the  perptual  war 
which  prevniled.  Upon  which  the  king  Haid,  He  " 
ibsts  chosen  wdl,  when  hfe  came  into  this  country  for 
peace.  You  know,  Hagi  Belal,  I  can  do  nothing 
for  him  :  there  is  nothing  in  my  hands.  I  could  more 
easily  get  him  back  into  Abyssinia  thafk  #PWard  hitfi 
into  Egypt.  Who  is  it  now  that  can  pass  into 
'  Egypt?''  The  Gadi  then  said,  "Hagi  Belal  can 
get  him  to  BtHEtfefem^  «t*i  so  t&  ^idda  to  his  country- 
men/' To  which  Bdal  replied,  "  The^in^,  will  find 
some  way  when  he  thipks  farther  of  it/* 

A  few  days  after  this  Mt.  Bmbe  %^  k  iSfi^s^ge  #toin 
the  palace.  He  found  .the  king  sitting  alone^  appa- 
i-^tly  much  chagrin^,  and  in  an  ill-humour.  He  ask- 
ed him,  in  a  v^ry  peevish  manner,  if  he  wa#  not  yet 
gfiiie?  To  which  he  answered,  "  Your  Majesty 
knows  thkt  it  is  indipossible  for,  me  to  go  a  step  from 
Sennaar  without  assistance  from  jbu.''  He  again 
asti^d  him,  in  the  same  tone  as  befwe,  Hx)W  cou«l<d 
he  think  of  coming  that  way  ?"  He  said,  Nobody 
OrfDaginedJo  ^At>yssinia  but  that  be  was  able  to  give 

He  made  ho  reply,  but  nodded  a  sign  for  Mr.  Bruce 
f^to'depiart,  which  he  immediately  did,  and  so  finisted 
^^hir^^iffc  but  disagreeable  i  ntervfe  w. 

i|ii:bt)nt  laiir  o'clock  that  same  afternoon,  Mr.  Bruce 
>  agmn  sent  l^r  io  the  |^alace»  when  tbio^  ktnjg^l^yld 
/  %  '  him 
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The  Queea  of  Sennaar. 


hiin  that  several  of  hivS  wives  were  ill,  and  desired 
that  t^e  would  give  thenm  his  advice,  which  he  pto- 
mised  to  |do  without  difficulty^  as  all  acquaintance 
with  the  fatir  hitherto  Ij^mi  #itcK     fik  ad- 

vantage. He  was  admitted  into  a  large  square 
apartnneql;  very  ill-lighted,  in  which  v^ere  ah«4t  fifty 
women,  all  perfectly  tyitigk^  #tth<)tft  ki^f  m^et^ng 
but  a  very  narrow  pie#  Cdtlan  rag  ^hout  their  . 
Wki^ts.  ^  While  he  was  musing  whether  or  not  all 
th^^e  might  be  queens,  or  whether  there  was  any 
^  queen  among  them,  qne  of  them  tqok  hirn  f ttdely  J^^^^ 
th^  hand,  and  led  hm  ''udely  enough  into  another 
apaftn^ent.  ^  This  w?(<s  much  better  tigbted  than  the 
iS(t0.  Upon  a  large  trench,  ar  sofa,  ^m&3i  with 
blue  Surat  cloth,  §at  three  persons  clothed  from  tb^ 
neck  to  the  feet. with  blue  cQttpn  shirts. 

One  of  the$p,  whom  Mr;  Bmee  faund  fe©  tlie 
favourite,  was  abopt  six  feet  high,  and  «^iirptiiei^ 
beyond  all  proportion.  She  seemed  to  him,  pext  to 
the  elephant  and  rhinoceros,  to  be  the  largest  living 
creature  he  had  ever  met  with.  IK^feuW  were 
perfectly  like  those  of  a  Negro;  a  ring  of  gold 
^passed  through  her  under  lip,  and  weighed  \t>  down, 
ttlK  llk^  ^  lap,  it  comted  h^t  iMn.  niM  M  ^ 
teeth  bare,  which  were  very  small  and  fine. 
inside  of  her  lip  h^^  m.ad@  black  >vitli  antimony. 
I}er  eari;  reached  dowifi  to  her  shoulders,  and  had  the  . 
e|ipe^ance  of  wings;  she  had  in  each  <if  thtttt 
Iqrge  ring  of  gold,  somewhat  smaller  than  a  man^s 
little  finger,  and  about  five  inches  in  diameter.  The 
W^fghit  of  these  hadt  dtawn  down  the  hole  where  h«r 
ear  was  pierced  so  much  that  three  fingers  might 


TsjiM  of  ^sef eral  rows,  one  feelow  artdtlief, 'to  iwMtiii 


her  ancles  two  manacles  pf  gold,  larj^er  than  any 
our  traveller  hsd  ever  seen  upon  the  feet  of  felons^ 
with  which  he  could  not  conceive  it  was  possible  for 
her  to  walk;  but  afterwards  he  found  they  were 
hollo w«    The  others  were  dressed  pretty   much  in 


tlie 
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The  three  queens  blooded, 

the  same  manner  :  only  'tb^ire  was  i  one  vi^h^i  Bjeiid 
chains  which  came  from  her  ears  to  the  outside  *iif 
eaqb  nostril,  where  they  were  fastened*  Thejre 
Was  also  A  ting  put  through  the  grfe^e  k^tmmB^ 
and  which  hung*  down  to  the  opening  &i  Iter  Itt^tttfe^ 
It  had  altogether  something  of  the  appearance  of  a 
horse's  bridle.  Upon  his  coming  near  them,  the 
eldest  put  her  hand  to  her  mouth  and  kissed  it,  say- 
ing at  the  same  time,  in  a  very  vulgar  Arabic,  "  Kif- 
halek  howaja?"  How  do  you  do  merchant.  Mr. 
Bf  utee  trfeve«5  in  bis  M6  mm  m^te  ]^kat€fil  wif  H  i^Matit 
salutations  than  at  this  time.  He  answered,  Peace 
be  among  you  !  I  am  a  physician  and  not  a  mer- 
^atftt.^  ^hei^e  was  ttot  one  part  of  their  Wh^^  fed*- 
dies,  inside  and  outside,  in  which  sonie  of  them  had 
not  ailments.  The  three  qaeens  insisted  upon  being 
blooded,  which  dedre  Mr.  Bruce  complied  with,  as 
it  was  an  operation  that  required  short  attendance ; 
but,  upon  producing  the  lancets,  their  hearts  failed 
them.  They  then  all  cried  out  for  the  Tabange, 
whi^h^  in  Arabic,  means  a  piMolj^  but  what  ^ey 
meant  by  this  word  was  the  cupping-instrument, 
which  goes  off  with  a  spring  like  the  snap  of  a  pistol.  ^ 
fife^Adf  two  i3rf  fhtSse  Btit  ttot^t^  his  pocket.  He' 
sent  his  servant  home,  however,  to  bring  one,  and,  that 
same  evening,  performed  thq  operation  upon  the 
three  queens  with  great  soccers*  ^He  room  mm 
overflowed  with  an  effusion  of  roy^lt  bidfod,  arid  tht 
whole  ended  with  their  insisting  upon  his  giving 
them  the  instrument  itself,  vvhich  he  was  obliged  to 
;do,  after  cupping  two  of -fh^ir  slavei?  biifore  them, 
vvho  had  no  complaints,  merely  to  ^k^m  ihem  hoW 
the  operation  was  to  be  performed* 

Attoitft^r*  night  Mr.  fe*ui^e  wad  obliged  to  attend 
them,  and  gave  vomits  to  the  queens,  and  two  or 
three  of  the  great  ladies.  The  room  in  which  this 
operation  took  place  wan  prodigiously  hot,  and  the 
'horrrd  hhtek  iS^m^  moatting^  and  groaning  with 
sickness  all  around,  . gave  him  some  slight  idea  of  the 
punishment  of  the  world  below.    He  observed  that, 

on 
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t)n  cottiltig'  itttd  tlieir  presence,  the  queens  wete 
vered  with  cotton  shirts,  but  no  sooner  did  their  - 
coiKiplaints  beootiie  the  topic  of  conversation  than, 
t0  thj&  iltttiost  surprise *of  our  traveller,  each  of  them 
m>.tiirn  stripped  herself  entirely  naked,  laying-  her 
cotton  shirt  loosely  on  her  lap  as  she  sat  cross-legged 
like  a  tailor  i  and  he  could  not  help  observing  that 
their  breasts  reached  down  to  their  kneei^^. 

One  evening  when  Mr,  Bruce  was  going  to  wait 
upon  the  king,  beings  already  within  the  palace,  and 
passing  through  a  fiitttttfcrer  tdotwis,  ttifally  de- 
serted, be  was  met  by  Mahomet,  the  king's  servant, 
who  had  accompanied  him  from  Teawa  to  Sennaar, 
^nd  who,  counterfeiting  drunkenness,  now  came  lip 

hini  with  a  drawn  sword,  demanding  a  recom- 
pense for  his  trouble.  Mr.  Bruce  threw  him  to  the 
gr6uhd,  disarmed  hi'm,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
Slack  servant  Soliman,  who  canie  up  at  tlr#  llistsitf^^ 
carried  him  before  the  king,  who,  on  hearing  the 
complaint,  coldly  replied,  That  the  man  was  drunk, 
and  tiiark  the  people  of  #at  country  wer^e  not  aecbs- 
tomed  to  see  Franks,  like  our  traveller,  walking  in 
thq  streets/'  Kle  ev<en  reproved  Soliman  for  his 
prestiitoption  in  fli'^Jii-mirtg'  due  of  his  servants  in  his 
palace,  and  ordered  Mahomet's  sword  to  be  retuirtt^ 
ed  to' him.  On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Bruce,  who  was 
astonished  at  this  behaviour  of  the  king,  met  Kittou, 
Jkdel^n's  brother,  who  was  left  with  the  earei  of  tlie 
town.  To  him  he  related  the  whole  affair.  Kittou 
declared  that  it  was  the  king's  fault,  and  advised 
Mr.  ©rdee  to  keep  ai^  mufch  at  htifiSfe  as  pcf^sible, 
and  never  go  out  unattended,  especially  at  night ; 
intimating  also,  that  while  he  remained  in  Adelan's 
Ijouse^  hObtidy  dtim Jii^rit^^^  Mr.  Bruce 

therefor^  resolved  to  keep  dose  at  home,  and  to  put 
into  some  form  the  observations  which  he  had  made 
upon  the  extraordinary  government  of  Sennaar. 

.This  country^  which  bad  previously  been  occdpfed 
by  Arabs,  incorporated  with  the  old  indigenous  in- 
fhabitants,  was  invaded  and  conquered  in  the  begin- 

;  ning 


mng  of  tbe  I6itlir  loentory^^'by  k  Msrek  iisitfdtt  l>6f(>r(B^ 
settled  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Bahar  el  Abiad. 
ThU^  r^ce  of  negroes^  called  in  their  own  country 
ihillook,  foiiftied  Ml*^  m^^^  Atitf  biiHt  Betawaia* 
Ultd^f  A^ttftt  ison  of  Adelan,  the  first  of  their  sove- 
reigns on  the  eastern  ^ide  of  the  Nile,  From  that 
period,  till  the  time  wtien  Mr.  J^iiee  visited  Seti- 
nimiV  tn^enty  kings  had  reigned^  iacluding  I»niain, 
the  sovereign  then  on  the  throne.  Eight  of  these 
bad  been  deposed,  and  Ismain  stood  the  fairest 
V  citaiice  p<*imble  of  being  the  ninth.  It  is  one  of  tbit 
singularities  of  this  brutal  people,  that  the  king  as- 
cends bis  throne  under  an  admission  that  he  may  be 
lawfully  put  to  death  by  his  ovpn  subj^cti^  df  i^Umi 
if  the  great  officers  in  council  assembled  decree 
that  it  is  not  for  the  advantage  of  the  state  that  he 
should  be  suffered  td^  reign  any  longer.  ^he?e  1$ 
one  oflScer  of  his  own  family  who  alone  can  be  the 
instrument  of  shedding  the  blood  of  his  sovereign 
and  kinsman.  This  officer,  called  Sid  el  Coom,'  or 
iiialstef *  <3?f  tfte  Miig^s  household,  has  no  vote  in  di^pos^ 
ing  him,  nor  is  any  guilt  imputed  to  him,  how  many 
soever  of  his  sovereigns  he  thus  regularly  murders, 
^ttm^t  Std  fel  Gtidtte,  tbe  t^efl  licfensted  regid^^^  and 
resident  in  Ismain^s  palace,  had  murdered  the  late 
King  Nasser,  and  two  pf  his  sons  who  were  well 
grown,  besides  a  cfejld^t  ttie  breasts  ^  and  he  was  daily 
^Xpeeting  to  conferih^  same  favour  00  the  reigning 
monarch.  This  man,  who  was  very  much  Mr. 
Bruce's  friend  on  account  of  the  relief  which  he  had 
exj^riept'ed  from  his  prescriptions  for  the  graveU 
furnished  him  with  a  list  of  the  kings,  how  long  they 
reigned,  and  whether  they  died  a  natural  death,  or 
wf  j^  deposed  and  ttiordeifed* 

ifpon  the  death  of  a  king  of  Sennaar,  his  eldest 
son  succeeds  by  right;  and  immediately  afterwards 
as  many  of  the  brothers  of  the  reigning  prince  as 
csfcw.  be  apprehended  are  put  to  death  by  the  Sid  el 
Coom.  This  practice  of  murdering  all  tlj^  cioll^t^ 
rals  of  tlie  royal  family  seems  to  bq  Ibwt  a.  f^fl  ;w 

the 
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The  regal  history  of  Sennaar. 

the  mme  itiea  ^hich  pt-eVifiili»  in  Abyssinia,  of  em^ 
fipitn^  the  princes  all  th^ir  lives  upon  h  tnountaiii. 
As  in  Abyssinia,  sb  neither  in  Setinaar,  do  womeii 
succefed  to  sovereignty.  The  royal  family  Wete 
briginaily  Negroes,  and  reteain  so  still,  when  their 
trttothers  have  been  blatk  like  themselves ;  but  wheti 
the  king;  has  happened  to  marry  an  Arab  woinaiii 
m  life  Wm         ^  ^5^4*^  «f  tk4  iWii^ 

cedes  to  t%B  wKtte  d  th<l  i(iio<|l#r^  tttd  tbe  <jMM 
white. 

teli^  id  constairt  mwtalily  among  the  «MIdmi 
niiA  about  this  metropolis,  insomuch  that,  in  all 
appearance,  the  people  would  be  extinct  were  they 
not  supplied  .by  a  number  of  Slaves  brought  from 
all  thiJ  MWeif^nt  mmtfim  to  the  southward.  The 
then,  however,  are  strong  and  remarkable  for  size,- 
but  short  lived,  owing*  probably,  to  their  indulging 
th6iii»^i^  iik  ^*eif  isdrt  of  #6ltf  Ifeeir^ 

infancy. 

Once  in  his  reign  the  king  is  obliged  with  his  own 
%mi^  t»  plm^  myt  %  |>fece  of  lattd.  Ptom  this 
i^ei^ation  ha  js44]fed  Baady,  the  countryman  or  pea^ 
sant,:  it  is  a  name  common  to  the  whole  raCe  of, 
kings,  though  they  have  generally  another  name 
p^liar  to  each  person,  and  this,  not  attended'  to,  htts 
occasioned  confusion  in  the  narrative  given  by  stfaa^ 
gers  writing  concerning  them.  ^  ^ 

Iffo  ho^se,  tiiiile^  ass,  or  any  bfeaSt  of  ^tirden,  wfil 
breed,  or  live-  at  Sennaar,  or  many  miles  about  it. 
Poultry  does  not  live  there.  Neither  dog  nor  cat, 
sheep  nor  bullock,  can  be  preserved  a  season  there  • 
they  must  go  all,  every  half  year,  to.  the  sands. 
Though  all  possible  care  be  taken  of  thetn,  they  die 
in  every  place  where  the  fat*  earth  is  about  the  town 
dttrtug  the  first  season  of  the  rains. 

Two  greyhounds  which  Mr.  Brace  'broiight  from 
Atbara,  and  the  mules  which  he  brought  from  Abys- 
Hved  only  i^  fm  m^  iMetheWr^  They 
s^aentd  to  have  some  ifiward  0oinplafft%  for  nothing 

,  appeared 
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Sennaar. 

appeared  outwardly.  Several  kings  have,  tried  to 
keep  lions,  but  no  care  could  prolong  their  lives  be- 
yond the  first  rains.  Shekh  Adelan  had  two,  which 
were  in  great  health,  being  kept  with  his  horsies  at 
grass  in  the  sands  but  three  miles  from  Sennaarj 
neither  rose,  nor  any  species  of  jessamine  grow  here : 
no  tree  but  f^^^^  ifje  4^%^^^ 

Mr.  Bruce  J  i**>se  Jtes  hmnjo^^  M0fJbm  m 
vain, 

^t}h^  town  of  Senoaar  is  very  populous,  there  being 
in  it  many  good  houses  after  the  fashion  of  the  xsotttt^ 
try.  They  have  parapet  roofs,  which  is  a  singular 
construction  ;  for  in  other  places,  within  the  rains, 
the  roofs  are  all  conicaK  The  houses  are  atl  btiilt 
of  clay,  with  very  little  straw  mixed  with  it. 

Nothing  is  more  pleasant  than  the  country  around . 

tember ;  instead  of  that  barren  bare  waste,  which  it 
appeared  on  Mr.  Bruce's  arrival  in  May,  the  corii 
now  sprung  up,  and  covering  the  ground,  macttl^# 
whole  of  this  immense  plain  appear  a  level,  gre^ 
land,  interspersed  with  great  lakes  of  water,  and  or- 
namented at  certain  intervals^with  groups  of  yillages, 
the  ^dtiieal  t#p8  ttf  tbr  bp^tii6§  pi^si^^  &t  a  great 
distance,  the  appearance  of  small  encampments. 
Through  this  immense  extensive  plain  winds  the 
Ifilej  u  tfe%htftfl'  ti^t  thai^e,  l^h^e*  a  mile  htm^i 
full  to  the  very  brim,  but  never  overflowing.  Every 
wher^  on  these  banks  are  seen  numerous  herds  of  the 
mbit  \mmM^  ciitlte  VMlodi^  kiitds,  the  tribute 
recently  extorted  from,, the 4  Arabs,  who  freed  frona 
all  their  vexations,  return  home  with  the  rem?lin4^r 
of  their,  flocks  in  peace,  at  .as^  great  *  ^i^hi^^  frtM 
the  town,  mMt^f^  mA  .  Ibaii*  ©ppi^ie^di^v  m  tltey  pos^ 
sibly  can. 

War  and  treason  seem  to  be  the  only  employment' 
ibf  this  MttiA  peoplife^  whom  heairM  Ids  «fepk*at#4y 
by  almost  impassable  deserts,  from  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, confining  them, to  an  accursed  spot,  seemingly 


to  give  tbeitt  ^am^t^  itt  i^imisi^^  only  other  worse 
state  of  being  wliieh  it  baS  mer^r^^J  to  theai  for  tn 
eternal  hereafter/ 

Tflr^iJt  of  ^t^^  is  very  sim- 

fi0M  It  consists  of  a  long*  shirt  of  blue  cloth,  called 
Marowty,  which  covers  them  from  the  lower  part  of 
the  neck  down  to  their  feet,  but  does  not  conceal 
the  n^ok  itgell;  aad  this  is  the  only  difiBrj&tica.lilf^ 
tween  the  men's  and  women's  dress;  that  of  the 
women  covers  their  neck  altogether,  being  buttoned 
\ik€  otif^.  Whe  men  have  sometimes  a  sa^fi  fiM 
about  the  middle  ;  and  both  men  and  women  go'bare- 
footed  in  the  house,  even  those  of  the  better  sort  of 
people,  'l^betr  ilotiri  are  covered  with  Persian  car- 
pets, especially  the  women's  apartments.  In  fair 
weather  they  wear  sandals ;  and  without  doors  they 
use  a  kind  of  wooden  patten,  very  neatly  ornament- 
ed with  shells.  In  im  g^tm^i^  hmt  «il  lioon^  they 
order  buckets  of  water  to  be  thrown  upon  them 
instead  of  bathing.  Both  men  and  women  anoint 
tMemseFve^,  Ml^^st  oA^e  a  day^  wftfe  ^atftefe*  grease 
mixed  with  civet,  which  they  imagine  softens  their 
skin,  and  preserves  ^them  from  cutaneous  eruptions, 
fif  ^liich  they  are  so  fearful,  that  the  smallest  pimple 
mmif  visible  part  feodf  fce^pt  th^tft.  ifr  the 

house  till  it  disappears.  For  the  same  reason, 
though  they  have  a  clean  shirt  every  day,  they  use  one 
dipt  in  grease  to  lie  in  all  niglit,  as  they  have  no  eo- 
vering  but  this,  and  lie  upon  a  bull's  hide,  tannedi 
and  very  much  softened  by  this  constant  gre^^ipg^. 
and  M  the  ijaitte  linie  very  cool,  though  tt  t^^j^si^^^ 
smell  that  no  washing  can  free  thj|iDD  fft^Qpi^ 

The  principal  diet  of  the  poorer  sort  is  millet, 
fld^de  ihto  bmad  tiT  HmK  ^he  rich  make  a  pudding 
i$f  this,  toasting  the  flour  before  the  fire,  and  pour* 
ing  milk  and  butter  into  it ;  besides  which  they  eat 
beef,  partly  roasted  and  partly  raw.  Their  horned 
cattle  are  the  largest  and  f«iti^t|it Wl»r|i^  'ami  itre 
exceedingly  fin^}  but  the  coiattton  meat  sold  in  the 
20,        '  3n  .  market 
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*  Tlie  three  govenimenis  of  S^i^u^«^ 

marllet  k  eatn4%-  Th^  iwW      the  animal, 

and  the  spare-rib,  are  always  eaten  raw  through  the 
5vhole  country.  Hog's  flesh  is  not  sold  in  the  mar- 
ket I  Wi  ^ile  people  of  Sennaaf  eat  it  publicly : 
men  in  office^  who  pP6t#n4  %6  be  Mahometans>  aal 
theirs  in  secret. 

:  There  are  three  principal  governments  in  the  king- 
dom of  Sennaar.  The  first  is  at  EUaice,  th&  t'aiii'Ml 
of  that  country  from  which  the  Shiliook  come  The 
Bahar  el  Abiad  spreads  itself  all  over  the  territory, 
andj  dhided  intd  a  quatitity  of  smaM -t^annels",  sur- 
rounds a  number  of  little  islands,  upon  each  of  which 
h  a  village  ;  and  this  collection  of  villages  is  called 
itfee  toWii  of  lEt  aice.  ^fefe  fi4habitJmt&  all  Mer- 
men,  and  have  a  number  of  boats,  like  canoes,  in 
which  they  sail  iip  aad  dpvvn  the  cataracts.  The 
stcotid  goteriiuaenti  next  to  thisf  In  importance,  is 
Kordo^n.  The  revenue  consists  chiefly  in  slairau 
procured  from  Dyre  and  Tegla.  This  situation  it 
seems  is  the  most  convenient  fo;*  invading  those  moun- 
t^insv  either  froito  it*  having  water  in  th6  way,  or 
from  some  other  cause  that  is  not  known.  It  is  a 
frontier  nearest  to  Dar-Fowr,  a  black  state  still  more 
birbtti^ddk^  if  ipios?slfciei  ihm  BMtiMt^  Atid  by  wMefc 
it  has  often  been  taken  from  Sennaar,  and  again  re- 
taken. Th^  third  govenjujent  is  JFazuclOj  bounded 
b|^he  river  M-aice  on  t^ie  west,  antt  the  3S^?le  on  the 
^east,  and  the  mountains  of  Fazuclo,  where  are  the 
great  cataracts,  on  the  south.  These  are  part  of  the 
large  mountains  of  Dy  re  and  Tegla,  which  reach  so 
far  westward  into  the  continent,  from  whence  cotbes 
the  chief  supply  both  of  gold  and  slaves  which  con- 
stitute the  inches  of  this  country  ;  for  the  greatest 
patf  lif'the  tetettiiiS  fWtfdo  is  gold:  artd  tlt# 
person  who  commands  it  is  the  same  native  prin^  i 
from  whom  the  arpiy  of  Sennaar  conquered  it.  ) 

The  for^^^  At  Seiitiaar^  imm<^diately  around  tfii#  ea^ 
pital  consist  of  about  1 4,000  Hiibia,  >^ho  iightaiaked, 
jiayiijg  no  other  arm otvr  thiin  a-sbprt  javelin  and  a 

round 
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rotind  sBiefd,  Very  bitd troops,  as  our  author  supposeis; 
about  1800  horse,  all  blac^,^  mounted  by  black  slaves, 
ariiied  with  coats  of  mail,  and  without  any  other  wea- 
pon than* a  broad  Sclavonian  sword.  The  Shekh  has 
not  a  musket  in  bis  whole  army.  Besides  these 
horse,  there  is  a  great,  but  uncertain  number  of  Arabs, 
who  pay  their  tribute  immediately  to  the  Shekh  ^nd ' 
t&ib^  great  men  iit  gfovernmeViti  and  lt«ri&  titide*' their 
protection  close  by  the  town,  and  thereby  have  the 
advantage  of  trading  with  it,  of  suppl^j'ing  it  with 
provisions,  and,  no  doubt,  mhst  cMtrt^iNjle  i3n  pari:  to 
its  strength  and  defence  in  time  of  needi< 

On  the  7th  of  August,  Mr,  Bruce  was  informed 
by  Hagi  Belal,  that'  Shekh  Fidele  of  Teawa  had 
been  several  days:  in  the  palaceiWilli  thfe  Mngt  imA 
had  informed  him,  that  Mr^  Bruce  was  laden  with 
money,  besides  a  quantity  of  cloth  of  gold,  the 
richest  he  ha^  ^et  seen,  -which  the  King  of  Abyssi- 
nia had  destined  as  a  present  to  him,  but  which  our 
traveller  had  perverted  to  bis  own  use:  he  added 
that  the  feinf  had  eSjife^ed  himself  in  a  very  threat- 
ening manner,  and  that  he  was  very  mtidh  afraid  be 
was  not  in  safety  if  Shekh  Adelan  was  gone  from 
Aira.  Upon  this  Mr.  Bruce  desired  Hagi  Belal  to 
go  to  the  palace,  and  iobtafn  fot>  him  an^  sii^^ 
the  king.  In  vain  he  represented  to  our  traveller  the 
risk  he  ran  by  this  measure;  heperisted  in  his  reso- 
lution j  he  wastie^  fe  ihe  To  fly  was  impos- 
sible; and  he  ba«|  dft^n  overcome  such  def  ers  hy 
braving  them,  vi» 

Wehi  Went  then  unwiHiagly  to  the  palace.  Whe- 
ther he  delivered  the  message "Otr  not,  he  soon  return- 
ed, saying  the  king  was  busy,  and  could  not  be  seen. 
Mr.  Bruce  had,  in  the  interim,  sent  Soliman  to  the 
Gindi  or  Sid  el  Coom,  telling  him-Ms  difficulties, 
and  the  news  he  had  heard.  In  place  of  returning 
an  answer,  he  came  directly  to  him  himself,  and  was 
Sitting  with  him  ^bm  Hagi  i^Urned,  #ho 

appeared  *8omewhat  disconcerted  at  the  mieeting.  " 

3  N  2      j_  0indi 
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€^itidi  reproved  Hagi  B^iiat  ^py "^sharply,  asking  him 
what  good  all  that  tittle-taj;tle  did  either  him  or  Mr.  , 
Bruce,  and  insinuated  pretty  plainly,  that  he  believ- 
ed Hagi  Belal  did  this  in  concert  with  ibe  king,  to 
extort  soikie- present  from  our  traveller.  Mfiev  some 
further  conversation  Gindi  took  his  leave,  and  Mr. 
Bruce  attended  him  down  stairs,  with  many  profes- 
aiont  of  gralitMi^i  the  door,  he  said  in  ^  very 

low  voice,  to  our  traveller,     Take  care  of  yon  Belal; 
he  is  a  dog  worse  than  a  Christian/' 

It  was  now  thB  SOtli  )  atid,  for  jieveM  4^yB  femee 
Adelan's  departure,  no  provisions  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Br0ce*s  house,  as  before  was  usual.  Money  therefore 
became  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  for  his  daily 
mbHistence,  but  "for  ^aiwtis  m  %mry  his  baggage, 
provisions,  and  water,  across  the  desert.  He  now 
despaired  absolutely  of  assistance  of  any  kind  from 
Mug ;  and  an  accident  that  happened  mad*  bifti 
lay  all  thoughts  aside  of  ever  troubling  him  more 
Upon  the  subject.  There  are  at  Mecca  a  number  of 
mAtk  eittitidte;  whose  sef we*  kt^  dedvcatteii  te  that 
temple,  and  the  sepulchre  of  Medina.  Part  of  these, 
from  time  to  time,  procure  liberty  to  return  on  a  visit 
to  their  respective  homes,  or  \o  the  large  cilien  ii^^i^^ 
they  were  sold  from,  on  the  Niger,  Boruou,  Tocnirt 
and  Tombucto,  where  they  beg  donations  for  the 
holy  places,  and  frequently  collect  large  sums  of 
gold,  wMoh  abounds  in  these  towns  and  territories* 
One  of  these,  called  Mahomet  Towash,  which  signi- 
fies Eunuch,  had  returned  from  a  begging,  voyage  in 
#ada%i,  or  Nigritia,  and  was  itt  S^iiaar  existed-* 
ingly  ill  with  an  intermiltirig  fever.  The  king  hadi 
sfnt  for  Mr.  Bruce  to  visit  hun,  and  the  bark,  in  a 
few  days,  had  perfectly  r^doVdi-ed  liiiia.  A  propor- 
tional degree  of  gratitude  had,  in  return,  taken? place 
in  the  breast  of  Mahomet,  who,  goitig  U>  Cairo,  was 
exceedingly  desirous  of  taking  Mr.  Brtt^e  with  him ; 
tniS  tbit  5t&ir^  increased,  when  he  Ifdarll  he  had 
k||«mirtotti      Bhemffe  of  Meccai  and  i?a»^^i;cjua*iit-  > 
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#tllr  M^tic^^^  Aga,  who  was  hm  tftiln^itl^fe  mas^ 
i^.  Nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  than  this  ren- 
counter at  such  a  time  ;  for  he  had  spare  camelii;  in 
great  plenty  :  and  the  Arabs,  as  he  passed  them,  coii'*^ 
tiniied  f  ivimf  Irim  tti&re^  and  (supported  him  with  pro- 
visions wherever  he  went;  for-  these  people  being 
accounted  sacred,  and  regarded  with  a  certain 
religious  ftWe,  ai  being  iti  the  ittflJfiBdia^e 
their  prophet,  till  now  used  to  pass  inviolate  wherever 
they  were  going,  however  unsettled  the  .times>;  or 
Hd^ref^r  slenderly  attended.  ^ 

Bvery  thing  wai  now  rea%i  Hr.  Bruce's  instru- 
ments and  baggage  packed  up,  and  the  25th  of  Au- 
gust fixed  wh^n  they  should  begin  their  journey  to 
Atbar^.  Mahomet,  who  passed  a  great  ipttrirOf ' 
time  at  Mr.  Bruce*s  house,>  had  not  been  seen  for 
several  days,  which  they  did  not  think  extraordinary^ 
being  busy  themseltes^  an^  ktMWing  that  hh  trad^ 
demanded  continual  attendance  on  the  great  peo^ple  ) 
bat  tbgy  w^re  ^xceediqgly  surprised  at  hearing  from 
hlmtlt  iBolimarr,  that  b@  and  all  his  equipage  had  set 
imt  the  night  of  the  20th  for  Atbara.  .This,  they 
found  afterwards  was  at  the  earnest  persuasion  of  the 
king,  and  was  at  that  time  a  heavy  disappointment 

wards. 

The  night  of  t^e  25th,  which  was  to  have  been 
tiiitt  of  thiBrr  departttrftv  Btoee  «at  lata  iri  his 
jfdom  up.  stairs,  in  the  back,  or  most  private  part  of 
ttje  house,  His  little  company  was  holding  with 
Mm  ft  most  melancholy  council  ^on  what  had  so  re« 
Gently  happened,  and  in  general,  upon  the  mj^tom 
mising  face  of  their  affairs.  Their  single  lamp  was 
burning  very  low,  and  suggested  to  them  that  it  was 
tlie  hour  g€  sl^  to  which,  howmmr,  moWB^fthm 
were  very  much  inclined.  Georgis,  a  Greek,  who, 
on  account  of  the  soreness  of  his  ey^s,  had  stayed  be<- 

nm^  np  stalra  in  A  0^$^  ^nd  lold  ihm  he 
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had  fteettilwak^ed  by  the  noises  of  mttf  endeavottr- 
iug  to  force  open  the  door :  that  he  hearkened  a  lit* 
tle^  and  foand  there  were  many  of  them.  The  artiis 
of  thte  tittle  party  were  alt  ready,  and  they  snatched 
them  up  and  ran  towards  the  door;  but  Mr.  Bruce 
stopped,  and  planted  them  upon  the  first  landing-- 
place  in  the  stair-case,  as  he  wished  not  to  fire  till 
the  eneimy  was  fairly  within  the  house,  that  no  excuse 
might  remain  for  this  violation  of  hospitality.  By 
this  time,  the  assailants  had  forced  the  outer  gate^ 
art^d  Were  then  in  the  Ittdf  e,  ©ii<J^avduring  to  tltt  'tl^ 
same  by  the  inner,  having  put  a  handspike  under  it 
to  lift>it  up  from  the  hinges.  "Are  you  not  mad- 
men/' said  Mt*.  ^^raee,  aind  weary  of  your  lives,  to 
attempt  to  force  Adelan's  house,  when  there  are 
within  it  men  abundantly  provided  with  large  fire- 
arras,  that,  upon  one  discharge  through  the  door, 
will  lay  you  all  dead  where  you  now  stand 
"  Stand  by  from  the  door,"  cried  Ismael,  and  let 
me  fire.  These  black  Kafrs  don't  yet  know  what 
my  bMtidei'Mss  They  ^  had  bfeen  sifettt  f rotii  the 
time  Mr.  Bruce  had  spoken,  and  had  withdrawn  the 
handspike  from  under  the  door.  "Ullah!  UllahT' 
said  one  of  thetti  softly,  how  sound  you  sleep !  we 
have  been  endeavouring  to  awaken  you  this  hour. 
^  The  king  is  ill  :  tell  Yagoube  to  come  to  the  palacfe, 
and  open  the  door  instantly/'  *^  Tell  the  king,"  re- 
plied Mr.  Bruce,  "  to  drink  waligf^^itid  T  will  see  him 
in  the  morning."  At  this  time  one  of  Mr.  Bruce's 
servant's  fired  a  pistol  in  the  air,  out  of  an  upper  win- 
dow 5  <ip6fi*#hieh  ftll  tAU  off*  They  Mem#d  to 
be  about  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  and  left  three  hand- 
spikes behind  them.  The  noise  of  the  pistol  brought 
the  guard,  or  patrole,  in  abbut  haW  lit!  boitr^  ^ho^ 
carried  intelligence  to  the  Sid  el  CooDfl^  pim  Iwei* 
ler's  friend^by  whom  he  was  informed  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  he  had  found  out  all  the  culprits,  and  put 
thettt  in  imm*  that  Mahomet,  the  king's  servant, 
who  met  tk^m  at  Teawa^  was  onej  and  that  there 
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w^B  no  possibility  now  of  concealing  thlrl^lHii  Adr- 
ian, who  would  order  hioi  to  be  itiipS^dV        .  - 

Things  were  now  come  to  such  a  crisis,  that  Mr* 
Bruce  was  (Jetermined  to  leave  his  instruments  and 
papers  with  Kittou,  Adelan^s  brother,  or  with  the  < 
Sid  el  Coom,  while  he  went  to  Shaddly  to  see  Ade- 
Ian.  But  first  he  thought  it  necessary  to  apply  to 
Hagi  ^elal  to  try  what  funds  they  cduld  raise  to  pro- 
vide necessaries  for  their  journey.  Mr.  Bruce  show- 
ed him  the  letter  of  Ibrahim^  the  English  brolier  of 
Jidda,  of  which  be  had  before  reeelvi^  ja  Mpj  and 
rl^peikted  advicegj,  and  told  him  he  slicm^td  want  200 
sequins  at  least,  for  his  camels  and  provisions,  as  well 
as  for  some  presents  that  he  should  have  occasion  for, 
t#TOake  bis  way  ^  to  the  great  men  of  Atbara.  ,  Mettst* 
was  surprise  better  counterfeited  than  by  this  man. 
He  held  up  his  hands  in  the  utmpst  astonishment,  re- 
jfi^atittg^  20cr«e<^  twenty  IMm  dVtiv  andi;?isfeed 
Mr.  Bruce  if  he  thought  money  grew  upon  trees  at 
Sennaar :  that  it  was  with  the,  utniost  difficulty  he 
coiild  spare  him  twenty  dollars,  jpiirt  at  which  he 
must  borrow  from  a  friend.  ^    '  ,  '   i,:  . 

This  was  a  stroke  that  seemed  to  ensure  Mr.  Bruce's 
destruction',  no  other  resource  being  now  left.  /He 
Wats  already  indebted*t&  Hitgi  Belal  twenty  dollars  for 
provision  :  he  had  seven  mouths  to  feed  daily ;  and  as 
he  had  neither  meat,  monejr,  nor  credit,  to  continue 
at  Eennaar  was  imposMble.  Mb  hhii  seen,  si  lew 
nigfits  before,  that  no  house  could  protect  him  there; 
and  to  leave  Sennaar  was,  in  his  situation,  as  im^ 
possible  as  ti^  my-  th#rt^  Jfe  h^  a«ither  camels  to 
carry  provisions  and  l»agtage,  nor  skins  for  W4lt©rt 
nor,  indeedjf  any  provisions  to  carry,  nor  money  to 
supply  hilhseif  wifb  any  of  these,  nor  knew  any  per- 
son that  could  gjrelhini  assistance  nearer  than  Cairo, 
from  which  they  were  then  distant  about  17°  of  the 
meridian,  or  above  1000  miles  in  a.  straight  line; 
great  part  of  whtcfi  was  through  the  most  baiTeti, 
tinhospitable  desert?  in  the  worldi,  destitute  of  all 

vegetation, 
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^  vegetation,  and  of  every  animal  that  had  tfie  breath 
of  life.  Hagi  Belal  was  inflexible :  he  began  now 
to  be  weary  of  our  travellers,  to  see  them  but  seldom  j 
and  there  was  great  appearance  isf  his  soon  ltlth« 
drawing  himself  entirely. 

Mr.  Bruce\s  servants  began  to  murmer :  some  of 
them  bad  known  of  his  ^old  chain  from  the  begin- 
tiingy  itnd  th#i^#  it^  th#  lefo^mon  dan^r^  imparted 
what  they  knew  to  the  rest.  In  short,  he  resolved, 
though  very  unwillingly,  not  to  sacrifice  his  own  life 
and  that  of  his  semM#,  atfd  ^be  com^Mittti  t)f  bb 
travel,  now  so  far  advanced,  to  childish  vanity.  He 
determined  therefore  to  abandon  his  gold  chain,  the 
honourable  recompense  of  a  day  full  of  fatigue  and 
danger.  To  whom  to  intrust  it  was  the  next  con- 
sideration ;  and,  upon  mature  deliberation  he  found 
it  could  be  nobody  but  Hagi  Belal,  bad  as  he  had 
insaton  to  think  he  was.  However,  to  put  a 
upon  him,  be  sent  for  the  Sid  el  Coom,  in  whose  pre- 
sence he.repea(ted  his  accusation  ag^ainst  Belal;  he 
md  Ifhfe  Berafrs  letter  in  hT*  falrdun  #tid  the  sM^eral 
letters  that  Belal  had  written  him  whilst  he  was  at 
*  CrQudar,  declaring  his  acqeptanqe  of  tb§  order  to  fur- 
nish him  with  money  wheti  should  ^ffi^e  at  Sen^ 
naar;  and  he  upbraided  him  in  the  strongest  terms 
with  duplicity  and  breach  of  faith.  But  all  that  he 
could  say  was  very  short  of  the  violent  expostulation 
ftoni  the  0itt#  tto  imitt^  followed.    He  gave 

Hagi  Belal  many  not  obscure  hints,  that  he  looked 
upon  this  injury  as  done  to  himself,  and  would  repay 
hfttt  s  thiit  though  he  by  dofte  tWs  t^  p  the  Mb^^ 
the  time  might  not  be  far  off  when  that  favour  would 
be  of  very  little  use  to  him  j  on  the  contrarj,  migbt 
be  a  reason  for  stripping  l^jb  ©f  ftlt  itt 
world."  The  force  of  thei*e  argurtit^tfe  teemed  to 
strike  Hagi  BelaVs  imagination  very  powerfully. 
He  even  offered  to  advance  60  sequins,  and  to  see 
if  %6f-C»?^  r^i0' mf  more  aufiong  friends.  The 
©itwib  ^  mm  m  tbftt  mmlxfv  offered  to 

^  lend 
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If^nd  him  fifty.  But  the  die  was  now  casty  the  diain 
Wd  been  produced  and  seen,  and  it  was  become  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous  for  Mr.  Bruce  to  carry  such 
i|Ua.ntity  of  gold  in  any  shape  along  with  him.  He 
tl^refore  consented  to  sell  it  to  Hagi  Belal  in  the  prer 
serice  of  the  Gindi,  and  tliey  immediately  set  about 
the  purchase  of  necessaries,  with  this  proviso,  that 
If  iyfctep,  Qpoii  Mr;  Bruce's^  goitif  M  BRiWidlyv^ 
furrnish  him  with  camels  and  neiJe^sitrjas^^  m  me^  0$ 
the  lehain  should  be  returned. 

It  was  the  5th  of  M€fpt0ritNr#  that  tftef  lij  1 
prepared  to  leave  the  eapital  of  l^ubia,  an  inhQ8f|iiJll^ 
ble  country  from  the  beginning,  and  which,  every 
day  they  continued  in  it,  had  engaged  them  in  greater 
danger.  They  flattered  themsdlves^ 
that,  once  disengaged  from  this  bad  step,  the  greatest 
part  of  their  sufferings  were  over;  for  thpy  appre- 
imM^  iM)#itBg^  bdi  nieb^  audi  #i%ti  i^di^  ^^a^ 
reason,  thought  they  had  seen  the  worst  of  them. 

'  In  the  evening  Mr.  Bruce  received  a  message  from 
the  kinff  to  conie  diVectly  the  palace*  He  accord^ 
ingly  ooeyed,  taking  two  servants  alutig  with  hwii^, 
find  found  him  sitting  in  a  little  low  chamber,  very 
neatly  fitted  up  with  chintz,  or  printed  calico  curtains, 
«f  a  tttf  gif  md  glaring  pattern.  He  was  sM#ktii|f 
with  a  very  long  Persian  pipe  through  water,  w^s 
alone,  and  seencied  rather  grave  than  in  ill-humour. 
He  gave  Mr.  Bruce  hii^  haMit^  kiM  attiimal  ;  iui^ 
after  pausi^ng  a  moment  without  speaking,  during 
which  our  traveller  was  standing  before  him,  a  slave 
brought  him  a  little  stool^  and  set  it  down  just  oppo- 
site to  him  ;  upon  which  he  said^  in  a  low  voice,  so 
that  Mr.  Bruce  could  scarcely  hear  him,  Fudda,  «it 
down/'  pointing  tp  the  stool.  He  sat  down  accord- 
ingly. *•  You  are  goings  1  hear,"  said  he,  to  Adr- 
ian.'* Our  traveller  answered,  "Yes."  "Did  he 
sendfpr  you?"  Mr.  Bruce  said,  "Noj  but,  as  he 
wanted  to  rati»m  tf»  he  eKpected  letters  from 

him '  in  iiitsWer  *a  diow  he  br^ttght  from  Cairo." 

ilO,  "Yoii 


Seqaefof  tfie  coiiversiatlon.  ; 

"  You  aje  not  sp  g?i)^.j"  observed  the  kiag,  "as  when 
fitfel  you  a^nife4  btve^^  htre  had  m  very  great 
reason/'  saii  Mr.  Bruce.  Their  conversation  was 
now  taking  a  very  laconic  and  serious  turn,  but  he 
did  not  seem  to  understand  the 'meaning  of  what  our 
Mmi^l^tt^iA  Imt.  "  Adelan,"  be  again  began,  "has 
sent  for  you  by  my  desire ;  Wed  Abroff  and  all  the 
Jehaina  Arabs  have  rebelled,  and  will  pay  no  tribute. 
They  say  you  hm^  a  tjuantTty  of  pdwefral  iiriB-armft 
with  you,  that  will  kill  twenty  or  thirty  men  at  a 
shot/'  "  Say  fifty  or  sixty,  if  it  hits  them.''  "  He 
Is  therefore  td  employ  you  with  your  guns  to  punish 
those  Arabs,  and  spoil  them  of  their  cancels,  part  of 
which  he  will  give  to  you."  Mr.  Bruce  presently 
understood  what  he  meant,  and  only  answered,  "  I 
wmMMrmget  here,  and  dmm  tJi^  hurt  no  man.  My 
arms  are  for  my  own  defence  against  robbery  and 
violence."  At  this  instant  the  Turk,  Hagi  Ismael^ 
cried  from  without  the  door,  in  brokeit  A*I^Mi^> 
"  Why  did  you  not  tell  those  black  Kafrs,  you  sent 
to  rob  and  murder  us  the  other  ni^ht^  to  stay  a  little 
lion^^^  m^yon  wooM  lia;i^iB  bfeeitt)«tte  al^Te  to  judge 
what  our  fire-arms  can  do,  without  sending  for  us 
either  to  Abroff  or  Adelan,  By  the  head  of  the  prp* 
fhetl  let  them  conie  ift  the  day-time,  and  1  will  fight 
fen  of  the  best  you  have  in  Sennaar."  "  The  man 
is'^mad,"  said  the  king,  "  but  he  brings  me  to  speak 
of  what  was  in  my  head  when  I  desired  to  see  you. 
Adelan  has  been  informed  that  Mahomet,  my  servant, 
who  brought  yon^from  Teawa,  has  been  guilty  of  a 
drunken  frolic  at  the  door  of  his  house,  and  has  sent 
/«ddier&  td  take  Mflff  Ifr-day  mih  twd  oir  thf  fe^  Mher» 
of  his  companions."  "1  know  nothing  about  Ma- 
homet," replied  oqr  traveller,;  "nor  do  J  drink  with 
him,  or  give  %\m  dnrtk.  Abdrft  %alf-Sfe  s60ife  of  peo- 
ple broke  into  Adelan's  house  in  tiii&  night,  with^ia 
view  to  rob  and  rpurder  us^  but  I  was  not  at  the  pains 
to  fire  at  such  wfetiilwf  as  those.  Two  or  three  ser- 
i^^tl  1^  all  t}m  vvfere  needful.   I  ^un- 

dei^tand^ 
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deMand«  indeed,  that  Shekb  ikdelto  ti  feixct^editigly 
displeased  that  I  did  not  fire  at  them,  and  has  sent  to 
the  Gindii,  orciering  him  to  deliver  two  of  them  to 
him  td-^mormw  b  ^#«eitefcdti^^  pulbli^lif  bfefore  the 
door  of  his  house  on  the  mafket-day.  But  this/ you 
kpoW|  is  among  JQ^rselves^^^  I  am  very  well  pleased 
none  of  thetrivare  dMd,  dsthey  might  have  been,  by 
my  hands  or  those  of  nay  people."  "  True,"  r^li^a 
the  king,  but  Adelan  is  not  king,  and  I  charge  you, 
when  you  see  him,  to  ask  for  Mahomet's  life,  or  a  conT; 
sideMbi^  deal  of  blame  will  fall  iipoh  yoiS.^  Whfeii 
you  return  back,  I  will  send  him  to  conduct  you  tq 
the  frontiers  of  Egypt."  Upon  this  Mr.  Bruce  bou  ed, 
and.  took  his  leave-  Me  %ient  home  perfectly  detei^ 
mined  what  he  was  to  do.  He  had  now  obtained 
from  tl}§  king  an  involuntary  safeguard  till  he  should 
%fthf€  at  Adelan^s;  that  is,  he  was  sure  that,  in 
hopes  Mr.  B^rnce  might  procure  a  reprieve  for  Mar 
homet/no  trap  would  be  laid  for  him  on  the  road. 
He  determined,  therefore,  to  make  the  best  qse  of 
his  time ;  every  thing  being  readyi  tb<s.  eaim^lf 
loaded,  and  sent  forward  that  night  to  a  small  vil- 
lage called  Soliman^  three  or  four  miles  from  Sen- 
tlakr.  Having  settled  accbbiits  with  Hagi  Belal, 
he  received  back  six  links,  the  miserable  remains  of 
of  one  hundred  and  eiglity-four,  of  which  this  noble 
Hhnia  mm  consisted.  This  traitor  kept  him  the  f^w 
IfltSil  minutes  to  write  a  letter  to  the  English  at  Jidda, 
to  recommend  him  for  the  service  he  had  done  Mr. 
Bruce  at  Sennaar;  and  this  he  complied  vvith,  that 
he  might  intfdfm  the  broker  Ibfahim  fhat  be  had  re- 
ceived no  money  from  his  correspondent,  and  give 
him  a  caution  never  again  to  trust  Hagi  Belal  iri 
similarneifi^ntiot^^^ 

After  leaving  Sennaar,  Mr.  Bruce  was  overtakjsn 
pn^he  road  by  a  Black  slave,  who  at  first  gave  hiin 
mffie  apprehension,  as  he  was  alone  with  only  one 
1>arbarian9  a  Nubian  servant^by  the  side  of  his  catnel^'^ 
and       going  ^Ipwly*    Upon  inq[«iry t  he  fow4  him 
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to  be  sent  by  Hagi  Belal,  witfi  k  fca^ket  iS^||!^E|iiti^ 
some  green  tea  and  sugar,  and  four  bottle.4  o^f  fmkt 
in  return  for  his  letter.  He  sent  back  the  messenger, 
and  gavie  the  care  of  the  basket  to  his  own  servant, 
/and,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  of 
September,  they  all  met  together  joyfully  at  Soliman. 
Her^  Mr.  Bruce  communicated  to  his  attendants  his 
ffetoltrtloti  to  procet^^tdli*^^  ftr  Atbiat^  m^6t&im 
suffer  himself  ta  be  Itgaiii  eniM^iigltd  Ntwten  Ad^f^ft 
and  the  king. 

As^dingly  on  the  ith  ef  September,  they  left  tliiB 
i?itfeg€  of  Boliman ;  and  on  the  4th  of  October, 
after  meeting  with  various  adventures  in  the  course 
of  their  journey,  but  none  of  any  material  conse- 
qam&9  they  arrived  at  Chendi,  or  Chundi,  wbbh-k 
a  large  village,  the  capital  of  its  district,  the  govern- 
ment of  which  belongs  to  Sittina,  (as  she  is  called), 
which  signifies  the  Mistress,  or  the  Lady,  she  beinjg 
sister  to  Wed  Ageeb,  the  principal  of  the  Arabs  in 
this  country.  She  had  been  married,  but  her  husband 
i/m  BmSi.  #he  had  oft^^on,  Mth  We^  M#aal,  wlor 
was  to  succeed  to  the  government  of  Chendi  upon 
his  mother's  death,  and  who^  m  j^ffectgt  ^v^rned  all 
affairs  of  his  ki]a4r0<3  Already, 

On  the  12th  -ilf  October,  Mr.  Btm^  waited  upon 
Sittina,  who  received  him  behind  a  screen,  so  that  it 
was  imbossible  either  to  see  her  figure  or  her  face ; 
h#  lll»ieWed,  however,  that  there  were  apertures  so 
managed  in  the  screen  that  she  had  a  perfect  view  of 
himt  She  expressed  herself  with  great  politeness  i 
fisted  tiiuiilt^  i^^  mMhh  JM4\m  was 

i»ith  the  king,  and  wondered  exceedingly  how  a 
#hitie  man  like  him  should  venture  so  fa,r  in  such  an 
ill-governed  tmnity.  Allow  me,  Madam,**^  said 
Mr,  Bruce,  "to  complain  of  a  breach  of  hospitality  in 
you,  which  no  Arab  has  been  yet  guilty  of  towards 
mci"  Me said  she,  "  that  would  be  strange  in- 
4j6mij  to  a  man  that  bearrift|^  brother's  letter.  How 
€^t|  thai  be?"    "  Whyr  foa  tell  me,,  MM^m?  that  I 

V  am 


am  a  white  man,  by  which  I  kiiftW  ttikl  ytift  Sfee  ttie, 
witbotet^flvin^  me  tbi  life*  afentage.  ^  The  queens 
of  Sennaar  did  riot  use  me  so  hardly  ;  I  had  a  full 
sight  of  tbfein  without  having  used  any  importunity 
6n  tftf^  «b#  oiit^  Ifttd  4  ft#at  fit  of  kiighlaBr; 
then  fell  into  a  conversation  about  medicines  to  make 
her  hair  gro^,  or  rather  ta  hinder  it  from  falling  off* 
She  desired  Wf  .  Bi^Mie  U  hm  iim  wext  day  : 

that  her  son  Idris  wodld  |^  thr«»  at  home  from  the 
Howat  i  and  that  he  very  much  wished  to  see  him. 
She  that  day  sent  him  plenty  of  provisions  from  her 
own  table. 

On  the  UJth,  it  was  so  excessively  hot  that  it  was 
impossiblii  to  suffer  the  burning  sun.  The  poisom^us 
stmbcHK  likw  KfefeWise  ^is-  if  it  tmnB  frmti  m  dvenv 
The  eyes  of  our  travellers  and  his  attendants  were 
dim^  t;heir  lips  cracked,  thfir  knees  tottering,  their 
fttp^ts  perfectly  dry,  a»3  fto  firfitef  *#*  faund  fraitt 
#i»itiking  an  imuKoderatk  quantity  of  waten  ^be 
people  advised  Mr.  Bruce  to  dip  a  sponge  in  vinegar 
and  water,  and  hold  it  before  his  mouth  and  nose ; 
this^  greatly  relieved  him.  In  the  evening  he  went 
to  Sittina.  Upon  entering  the  house,  a  black  slave 
laid  hold  of  him  by  the  hand,  and  placed  him  in  a 
l^assage^tit  tlr^  e^fid  df  tvtiteb  Wei^e  tWt)  opposite  dc^drir* 
Mr.  Bruce  did  not  well  know  the  reason  of  this ;  but 
staid  only  a  few  minutes,  when  he  heard  one  of  the 
door^  at  the  end  of  the  passage  open,  and  #ittina  ap- 
peared niagnificently  dressed,  with  a  kind  ef  round 
cap  of  solid  gold  upon  the  crown  of  her  head,  all 
beaten  very  thin,  and  hung  round  with  sequins ;  with 
a  variety  (if  gold  chains,  solitaires,  and  necklaces  of 
the  same  metal,  about  her  neck.  Her  hair  waa 
plaited  in  ten  or  twelve  small  divisions  like  taib^ 
wbielt  hiingdtkwn  %feldW  Imt  waist;  and  over  her  Was 
thrown  a  common  cotton  white  garment.  She  had  a 
purple  8i)k  stole,  or  scarf^  hung  verv  gracefully,  upon 

i^erf  ng  ^  dboQldbr^  or  arini^    0poit  ^r  wmin  she 

had 


fioveriiest  of  GhuHdW 


had  two  bracelets^  like  handcuffs,  about  half  an  inch 
tfaick;  and  two  gold  manacled  ilC'^^  Mtt^^a^^  feet, 
full  an  inch  in  diameter,  the  most  disagreeable  and> 
awkward  part  of  her  dress.  Mr.^.Bruce  expected  ,she 

"  wottld  have  harried' fhrotigh  with  ^oh^^  ^fllctation  of 
surprise.  On  the  contrary,  she  stopped  in  the  middle  of 
the  passage  saying,  in  a  very  grave  manner,  Kif-r 

^  hi^feCj— how  at^  fo^t^^  /  Mr.  Brtiee  thought  Ithis^  n 
good  opportarnty  for  kissing  her  bancl,  which  he  did, 
without  her  showing  any  sort  of  reluctance.  "  Allow 
me  as  a  physician,  Madam,!'  said  Mr*  Bruce,  "to  say 
one  word."  She  bowed  with  her  head,  and  said,. 
"  Go  in  at  that  door,  and  I  will  hear  you."  ^  The 
slave  appeared,  and  carried  him  through  a  door  at  the^ 
fecHitom  Wthe  |>a4^^  her  titMr^s^ 

vanished  in  at  another  door  at  the  top,  and  there  was^ 
the  screen  he  had  i^en  the  day  before,  and  the  lady 
behind  i^i 

She  was  a  woman  scarcely  forty,  taller  than  the, 
middle  size,  had  a  very  round  plump  face,  her  moiithe 
rather  large,  very  red  lips,  the  finest  teeth  and  eyes, 
he  had  aeen;  but  at  the  top  of  her  nose,  and  between 
her  eye-brows,  she  had  a  small  speck  made  of  anti- 
uiony,  four-cornered,  and  of  the  size  of  the  smallest 

longer  upon  the  top  of  her  »OMe,  attd  O0^l  t)fi^the  rotd* 
die,  of  her  chin.  ^ 

^^iM.'  ^^^felliiie  what  you  would  say  So  me  at  a 
physician."  Ya.  "  It  was,  Madam,  but  in  consequence 
^  fmv  discourse  yesterday.    That  he^v;y  gold  cap 
with  which  yo«  press  your  hair  will  j^tmint  ^ 
caus0  0f  a  great  part  of  it  falling  Mitt  I 

believe  so ;  but  I  should  catch  cold,  1  am  so  accustomed 
to  it,  if  I  was  to  leave  it  off^  Are  you  a  man  of  name 
aftd  ftonily  in  your  own  cotlfttoy  ?"  Ya.  Of  both. 
Madam."  Sitt. Are  the  women  handsome  there 
Ycu  The  handsomest  in  the  world,  Madam  ;  but 
they  ai^fd%Q0l^and^so  excellent 
'  th*t  isob«>dx  tbinfoi  U  all  of  thek  hmaf^  nm  do  they. 

r  value 
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raliie  themsd  ve*^  Upon  *  it."  ***And' 4o  ^Ajbjt 

allow  you  to  kiss  their  hands  ?"  Ya.  "  1  understand 
you,  Madam,  though  you  have  mistaken  me.  There 
is  no  faBfiiliai*rty  in  kl^iiig  iiands^  it  is  a  mark  6f 
homage,  and.  distant  respect  paid  in  my  country  to 
our  sovereig,n§,' and-  to  none  earthly  besides."  Sitf. 
*'0  yes  I  W'^^'  kings."  Ya.  "Yes,  and  the  queens 
'too,.3ilWfl|rf  on  the  knee,  Madam  e  I  said  our  sove- 
reigns, meaning  both  king  and  queen.  On 'her  part 
it  is  a  mark  of  gracious  condescension,  in  favour  of 
rank,  nt^t>  and  honourable  Miei:vid»r|  ifri^  a^i^ard 
for  dangerous  and  difficult  services,  above  all  other 
compensation."  Silt.  *'  But  do  you  know  that  no  man 
«ver  kissed  my  hand  but  you  f**  <'^fs  is 'impossi- 

bly I  should  know  that,  nor  is  it  material.  Of  this  I 
•am  confident,  it  was  meant  respectfully,  cannot  Kurt 
you,  and  ought  not  to  offend  you."  Sitt.  "It  cer- 
■  tainly  has  done  neither :  but  I  wish  very  muck  Idm 
my  son  would  come  and  see  you,  as  it  is  on  his  account 
I  dressed  myself  to-day."  Fa.  f*I  liope,.Madam, 
^ften  1  do  hfm  ^fefO-wiH  %Unk  of^soiiie  way  OfHfor- 
warding  me  safely  to  Barbar,  in  my  way  to  Egypt." 
Sitt.  "Safely!  God  forgive  you!  you  are  throwing 
yourself  away  wantonly,  tdris  hiriisfelf,  king  of  this 
country,  dares  not  undertake  such  a  journey.  But 
why  di'd^iiot  you  go  along  with  Mahomet  Towash  ? 
Me  set  out  only  a  few  days  ago  for  Cairo,  the  same 
way  you  are  going,  and  has,  I  believe,  taken  all  the 
Hybeers  with  him.  Go  call  the  porter,"  said  she  to 
her  slave.  When  the  porter  came,  "  Do  you  Jinow  if 
Mahontfet^owMhti  gotifeto  Egypt?"  "I  kirowii 
is  gone  to  Barbar,"  said  the  porter j  *'  the  two  Mabo- 
mets,  and  Abdel  Jeleel,  the  Bishareen,  are  xp'ith 
hfttr.'^^  ^Why  did  he  take  fflt  tU  Hyhe^fs?**  s|li 
Sittina.  "  The  men  >  were  tired-  and  discouraged*^ 
answered  the  porter,  "  by  their  late  ill-usage  from 
the  CubDaei^sh,  and  being  stripped  of  every  thing, 
'  they  wanted  to  be  at  iMWie."  Sitt.  •«  S^ntehecty 
else  will 'oflfer,!- but  you  mmi  not  go.withofU:  a  good 
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Preparation  to  leave  Gliain]i. 

man  li^f^  j  l  HvlW  not  suffer  jron.  Thmet  Bislia- 
leen  are. people  known  here^  and' may  be  trusted: 
but  while  jou  stay  let  ipe  see  you  every  day,  and  if 
yoii  w^t  mf  ihM^,  «^d  by  a  ierViii^  mitie.  It 
is  a  tax,  I  know,  improperly  laid  upon  a  man  like 
you,  to  ask  for  every  necessaj'y;  but  Idris  will  be 
hears,  and  he  will  provide  for  yott  better."  He  went 
away  upon  this  converfiation,  and  fiooj;)  fouod  that 
Mahomet Towash  bad  so  well  followed  the  direction 
«tf  trbe  king  of  Sentiaar,  as  to  take  all  the  Hj^  beers, 
<or  gaide8.#^tey  ^i^tnixi*^  pi^epoim  to  ^im^wii 
Mr.  Bruce. 

One  day,  while  our  traveller  was  sitting  in  his  tent 
inusing  upon  the  very  unpromising  aspect    bis  si#tir|i!^ 
an  Arab  of  very  ordinary  appearancie^  naked,  with 
owly  a  cotton  cloUi  aroucid  kk  middle^  caine  up  to  biniy 
aed  offered  to  comluet  Hftn  fa  Bdl'bar,  and  tbienee  if 
Egypt.    He  said  his  bouse  was  at  Daroo  on  the  si^l^ 
®f  tne  Ifiile,  about  twenty  miles  beyond  Syene,  .  or 
Assouan,  nearer  Caif o.     Mr.  Bruce  asked  him  why 
he  bad  tiot  gone  with  Ml^lEi^t  To  wash  ?  0e 
he  did  not  like  the  company,  and  was  very  much 
mistaken  if  thjeir  Journey  ended  well..-  Upon  pressing 
hrni  furrfeeV  If  this  wm  teally  the  ,only  reason  j  he 
confessed  that  he  had  been  sick  for  some  months  at 
Chundi,  contracted  .debt,  aad  hs(4  been  obliged  to 
pawn  his  clothes^  and  thathi^  eati^c^  i^t  detained  ^ 
what  still  remained  unpaid.  After  much  conversation, 
repeated  several  days,  Mr.  Bruce  fouad  that  Idris 
(for  that  was  bis  name)  was  a  man  of  some  substanqe 
in  his^oivti  country,  and  bad  a  daughter  married  to  the 
Schombatchie  at  Assouan.    He  said  that  this  was  his 
last  iouffney,  for  he  wduld  never  cross  the  desert 
tgatn.   A  bargain  irto  now  soon  made.   Mr.  Brtioe 
redeemed  his  camel  and  cloak  j  he  engaged  to  show 
him  the  way  to  Egypt,  and  he  was  there  to  bereqom- 
p^sed,  according  to  his  behaviour. 

Our  traveller  ,now  prepared  to  leave  Chundi,  but, 
£m  return^  his  henelai^tress  Sitttsa  t%iks  for  all 
. '■'  hpr 
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Gooz. 

tier  favoars.  She  Had  i^aited  fot  Wri^*  ttrid  g^tv^h  lirm 
very  positive  instructions,  mixed  with  threats,  if  he 
migbehaved  ;  and  hearing  what  M,r^  Bruce  had  done 
for  biro,  she,  too,  gave  him  m  mnte  of  gold.  Our 
triaveller  beg-ged  he  might  be  again  allowed  to  testify 
his  gratitude  by  kissing  her  hand^  which  she  conde- 
scended to  in  the  most  gracious  manner,  laughing  all 
the  time,  and  sayings,  Well,  you  are  an  odd  man !  if 
^  Idris  my  son  saw  me  just  now,  he  would  think  me  mad/' 

On  the  20th  jDif  October,  in  the  evening,  they  left 
ClieA^).  and  rested  two^  mitet  frdm  the  town, 
about  a  mile  from  the  river;  and  next  day,  the  2lst, 
at  three,  quarters  past  four  in  the  morning,  they  con - 
tiitued  their  journey,  and  passed  'thrfeii^n  t)^  ^ix 
villages  of  the.  Jahale^n  on  their  left.  At  this  place 
.begins  a  large  island  in  the  Nile  several  miles  long, 
fbU  of  villages,  trees,  and  corn  ;  it  is  called  Ittifgosv 
Opposite  to  this  is  the  mountain  Gibbainy,  where  is 
the  first  scene  of  ruins  Mr.  Bruce  had  met  with  since 
that  of  Axum,  in  Abyssinia.  ,  They  saw  here  heaps 
of  broken  pedeitidtr^  Itke  those  of  Axuray  all  plainly 
designed  for  the  statues  of  tjbe  dog ;  and  somp  pieces  of 
obdi^k,  with  hieroglyphics  almost  totally  obliterated. 

On  the  2(jth,  they  came  to  ^01^1  vilidge, 

which  nevertheless  is  the  capital :  of  Barbar.  This 
village  i^  a  collection  of,  miserable  hovels  cornppsed 
of  clay  and  canes.  There  are  not  in  it  ^mk  M^ 
hpmeUi  but  there  are  six  or  seven  different  villagfs« 
Hfere  a  misfortune  happened  to  Idris  their  by  beer,  who 
iffiks  arrjested  for  debt,  and  carrietl  to  prison.  As  they 
W&re^  now  upon  the  very  edge  of  the  desert,  and  ,to 
see  no  other  inhabited  place  till  they  should  reaqh 
Egypt,  Mr.  Bruce,  was  not  displeased  to  have  it  in 
Mt  power  to  lay  him  under  another  obligation  be^i% 
they  trusted  their  lives  in  his  hands,  which  they  were 
immediately  to  do.  Our  traveller  therefore  paid  J^is 
debti  and  f'econoiled  him  with  fais^difi^itors,  who,  on 
their  part,  behaved  very  moderately  to  him. 

Having  received  all.  the  assurances  possible  from 
#v  ^  Idris, 


Idris,  that  he  would  live  and  die  with  them,  and  after 
having  pfepeiated  the  prayer  iDf  pem^^  diaf  tifav«llfefar 
committed  themselves  to  the  desert.  There  were 
Ismael  the  Tark,  two  Greek  servants^  besides  Georgis, 
wl^di)i^k^  dtnodt^^b^^  afid  usreless;  two  Baffe^iiaii^, 
who  took  care  of  the  camels;  Idris,  and  a  young 
laan,  a  relation  of  his,  who  joined  him  at  Barbara  to 
return  home ;  in  all  nine  persons,  eight  only  of  whotti 
Were  effective.  They  were  all  well  armed  with  blaa^ 
derbusses,  swords^  pistols,  and  double-barrelled  guns, 
except  Idris  and  his  lad,  who  had  lances,  the  only  arms 
they  could  use. 

They  left  Gooz,  November  9,  and  set  out  for  the 
watering-place,  which  is  below  a  little- village  called 
iI»$Ba«  AH  the  west  side  of  the  Nile  is  full  of  ^ 
lages,  down  to  Takaki ;  but  they  are  all  Jahaleen, 
without  government,  and  perpetually  in  rebellion.  The 
flile  at  tum  S^^e^m^^  tL  m^m%iikt  miM 

Jibbel  Ateshan,  or  the  Mountain  of  Thirist. 

Having  left  Hassa;  on  the  11th,  they  next  day 
rfeftclidl  WttMi  Atootin  ^wfiere  they  alighted,  after 
they  had  gone  six  hoiirs  with  great  diligence.  WAadi 
Amour  has  a  few  tr^es  aiid  shrubs,  but  scarcely 
enough  to  afford  any  i^haile,  or  night's  provision,  for 
their  CBMth.  Being  noW  without  fear  of  Hk^  Afftbs, 
who  live  upon  the  Nile,  from  which  they  were  at  a 
sufficient  distance,  they,  with  the  same  view  to  ciafety, 
tfeelined  approaching  the  mountaint,  llil  held  their 
course  nearly  N.  to  a  small  spot  of  grass  and  white 
sa,nd  called  Asaa  Nagga.  Here  their  misfortunes 
Began,  fr^itt  ft  eirctitQ«ftnee  they  had  tt&t  ^ttetod^ 
to.'^  Their  shoes,  that  had  needed  constant  repair, 
were  become  at  last  absolutely  useless^  and  the  hard 
ffti^^  the  tiiite  thfey  had  passed  ijmm^ 
WOrttthe  skin  off  in  several  places,  so  fh^ttheir 
#ere  very  much  inflamed  by  the  burning  sand. 

On  the  14th  they  alighted -among  same  Acacia  trees 
lit  Wnitda  el  Halboub,  having  ^one  twenty-^one  miles. 
They  were  hem  s^r^prised  apd  temfied  by  a  numl)er 
\  ^  of 
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Waadi  Del  Aned.  ^ 

of  prodigicras  inovinjgf  pillars  of  saftd^  f tl  fh^  eVening 
tbey  came  to  Waadi  Dimokea^  where  they  passed  the 
night  much  disbeartened,  and  their  fear  mofe  iqr 
creised^  when  they  fbundi  upon  waking  in  th^  mdcist 
ing,  that  one  side  was  perfectly  buried  in  the  sand 
that  the  vvind  had  blown  above  them  in  the  night, 

From  this  day,  subordination,  though  not  entirely 
mM^r        fast  on  the  decline ;  all  wal^dkcontent, 
murtnuring,  and  fear.    Their  water  was  greatly  di-  ^ 
minished,  and  that  terrible  death  b^  thirst,  began  to 
^ai^  lleiit  in  wm  di^nng  in  a  great 

measure  to  their  own  imprudence.  \ 

On  the  J^th^  they  left  Waadi  Dimokea,  and  in  the 
s^ternotin  dafnts  Wtrh  opening  in  the  ridge  of  roeksr  : 
the  passage  13  about  a  mile  broad,  through  which  they 
continued  till  they  alighted  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
Del  Aned.  The  place  is  called  Waadi  Del  Aned. 
-  On  the  16th,  at  eleven  o^clock,  while  they  contem- 
plated, with  great  pleasure,  the  rugged  top  of  Chig- 
gre,  to  which  they  were  fast  approaching^  and  where 
i^f  were  to  solace  thetnselves  witb  pl^ty  of  good 
water,  Idris  cried  out,  with  a  loud  voice,  *  Fall  upon 
your  facesi  for  here  is  the  simoom/  Mr.  Bruce  saw 
from  the  S.  B^  bmb  tomei  ih  eotour  like  the  purple 
part  of  the  rainbow,  but  not  so  Oompressed  or  thick. 
It  did  not  Qccupy  twenty  yards  in  breadth,  and  w^is 
nbput  twelve  feet  high  from  the  groundii  T  It  was  a 
kind  of  blush  upon  the  air,  and  it  moved  lifjery  rapidly, 
for  he  could  scarce  turn  to  fall  upon  the  ground  with 
his  head  to  the  northward,  when  he  felt  the  heat  of 
its  current  plainly  upon  his  face.  They  all  lay  flAt 
on  the  ground,  as  if  dead,  till  Idris  told  them  it  was 
blown  over.  The  meteor,  or  purple  haze,  which  Mr. 
Bruce  saw  was  indeed  passed^  hut  the  iight  mb  that 
still  blew,  was  of  heat  to  threaten  suffocation. 

This  phsenomenon  of  the  simoom,  unexpected  by 
tliem,  though  foreseen  by  1dr!si  i^au^ed  th^  all  to 
relapse  into  their  former  despondency.  It  continued 
to  bloWji  HQ  to  exhaust  them  entirely,  though  the 
MUm  Mit^  m         as  $^ai^%^  raised  a 

teaC 
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'      '  .  ChiggreiT' 

leaf  from  the  ground.    At  twenty  miriutes  before  five^ 
the  iili[io^iki  tii^^d;  atiit-a  i^Mi^rtable  and  cooling 
-breeze  came  by  starts  from  the  north,  blowing  five  or 
six  minutes  at  a  time,  and  then  falling  calm.  They 
iidw^  ieom#  io  th4  Afe^cbA^  ifeft^  lateetit  beforfe  they 
arrived  at  Chiggre,  and  at  eight  alighted  in  a  sandy 
.plain  absolutely  without  herba^^,  covered  with  loose 
ttohes,  a  quarter  tifi^fttife 
is  in  the  narrow  gorge,,  forming  the  so^^ 
'this  small  plaiUf  t- 

f  -Chiggre  It  A*^*mart  nafi^ow  t^^li^^^^  d^^^ 
tip  mA  wrttotitided  by  barren  voM^^  Willis  l^i^a 

ten  in  number,  and  the  narrow' gorge  which  opens  to 
them  is  not  ten  yards  broad.  The  springs,  however, 
are  very' abundniit.    Wherever  a  pit  is  dug  five*  or 

u six  feet  deep,  it  is  immediately  filled  with  water. 
The  principal  pool  is  about  forty  yards  square,  and 
five  feet  deep;  but  the  best  tasted  water  was  in  the 
cleft  of  a  rock,  about  thirty  yards  higher,  on  the  west 
side  of  this  narrow  outlet.  All  the  water,  however, 
wk*  f #ry>^iil,  wifh  a  rttiiifiber  *miiiaf#  totitb  aquatic 
and  land. 

They  left  Chiggre,  November  17,  and  on  the  18th 
they  passed  through  /a  sandy  plain,  without  tfee^s  or 

.verdure.  At  ten  d'clock  they  alig'bted  at  a  place 
called  Erboygi,  where  are  some  trees,  to  feed  their 
caniel.<;.  At  half-past  one  o'clock  they  left  this,  and 
came  to  a  large  wood  of  broom.  Here,  for  the  first 
time,  they  saw  a  shrub;  which  very  much  resembled 
Spanish  broom.  The  whole  ground _is  dead  sand, 
with  some  rocks  of  reddish  granite.    In  the  evening 

.they  alighted  in  a  wood,  called  Terfowey,  full  of 
trees  and  ^rass.  The  trees  are  the  tallest  and  largest 
they  had  smu  sitiiw^  leaving  tfire  Mile,  ^ 

On  the  27th,  at  half-past  five  in  the  morning,  they 
attempted  to  raise  their  camels  by  every  method  that 
they  cohld  deyke,  But  all  in  vain  ;  only  one  of  thete 
could  get  upon  his  legs,  and  that  one  did  not  stand 
two  iiiiiriiites,  till  he  kneeled ,down  and  could  never  be 

^fa|i?ed  ^i|#ijvaKl^  ^  Mmf$  i^y  they  turned  them- 
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^im^^  of  A  ssou  an . 

^had  neither  time  nor  strength  to  waste,  nor  provisions 
to  support  them,  The^  then  took' the  small  skins  that 
lia«l  cohtAttt^d  tlidf  wtattei^i  ^nti  fitlei  Ih^iii  nt  M 
they  thought  a  man  could  carry  them  with  ease ;  but, 
after  all  these  shifts,  there  was  not  enough  to  serve 
them  three  days,  at  wliidh' they  had^estiniated  their 
journey  to  Seyene,  which  still,  however,  was  uncertain. 
Finding,  therefore,  the  camels  would  not  rise,'  they 
killed  two  of  them,  and  took  so  much  flesh  as  might 
mtve  for  the  deficiency  of  bread;  and,  from  the 
stomach  of  each  of  the  camels  got  about  four  gallons 
of  wateri  The  small  remains  of  their  miserable 
stot^  Mi:ibk  foHad  liftd  dif ty  water,  the^^iilj^  support 
they  bad  hitherto  lived  on  amidst  the  burning  sands, 
and  their  spirits  likewise  were  exhausted  by  an  un- 
clitiiifitf^  #^tfeeir  jour&ey*^  ^M;  ^htpMttt  sor- 
r0iinded  among  those  terrible  and  unusual  -phseno- 
tikeiia  of  Nature,  vrhich  Providencte,  in  jGi^ercy  to  tho 
v^^aktite^H  of  his  ciretifuresf,  has  concealed  id^'^fom 
th^iir  sight,  in  dieserts  almost  inacc^ssiiSl^:^  them. 
Nothing  but  ' death  was  before  their  eyes;  all  'Mr. 
Bruce's'  papers,  his  quadrant,  telescopes,  and  time- 
keajper,  were  now  to  be  al>iltidoiei^  to  the  rude  and 
ignorant  hands  of  robbers,  or  to  be  buried  in  the 
sands.  However,  on  the  29th,  to  their  inexpressible 
joy,'they  saw  the  palm^tc^sM^^^ 
ter  before  ten  arrived  in  a  frove  of  paim4teei  Ofit  the 
north  of  that  city.  * 

M?n  fitiJie^  obliged  to  keep  his  room  6v0ipf  *iJK 
^tkys  istfterh^^  but,  as  soon  as  he  gc»t 

he'and  his  servants  set  out  on  dromedaries,  in  order 
to  recover  his  baggage.  The  Aga  had  sent  four  ser- 
vants belonging  to  his  stables  to  accompany  them; 
active,  lively,  and' good-humoured  fellows.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  they  got  into  a  valley,  and  hid  them- 
selves its  the  MweiSt  part  of  it,  under  a  b^i^k»  for  the 
night  was  exceeding  cold  ;  Mr.  Bruce  was  afraid  that 
they  had  passed  his  baggage  in  the  dark,  as  none  of 
thefli  wefe  p&Jt^^tg  iiirt^  lie  f |  but^  «^ f aea>  iis^ 
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Ughit  t^me  they  recovered  their  track  as  fresh  mid 
entire  as  when  they  made  \t.  After  having  gone 
about  half  an  hour  in  their  former  footsteps,  they 
had  Ihe  unspeakable  satisfaction  to  find  the  quadrant 
and  whole  baggage ;  and  by  them  the  bodies  of  their 
slaughtered  eainels^  a  sinaU  part  of  one  of  them  hav- 
ing been  torn  by  the  haddayn;  or  Mf^4 

Mr.  Bruce^  after  having  received  a  very  kij^d  re- 
c^|]^tion  at  this  place,  on  the  11th  of  Pecember,  set 
#ttt  Isir  Ciiiroy  where  he  sifiii^d  on^i^^^^  10th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1773.  Ali  Bey  no  longer  held  the  sovereign 
pov^er  a|  C«iro^  ^[is  SQn-in-law^  Mafaoopief;  Biey,  had 
expdlied  1^  his  power,   llahomet  Bey, 

whfin  inforiaed  0f  Mr.  Broc^^^  arrival,  sent  a  party, 
w^o,  with  much  rudeness  and  harsh  treatment,  con- 
ducted our  traveller  into  his  presence.  He  received 
him  kindly,  permitted  hini  t#  sit,  and  ofidered  him  a 
present  of  a  basket  of  oranges  with  a  thousand  sequins 
'at  the  bottom.  Our  countryman  refused  the  mon^y, 
as  he  could  b0  «Qpplied  by  bankers  at  Cairo  ;toiwhoai 
he  had  letters  of  credit.  Mahomet  then  presented 
him  with  a  caffajp  ^r  rob^<,  in  testimony  of  hip  kind^ 
ness,  iind  exprfs$ed  ^  wifijt,  tbat^  weiild  Mdlt  soiii^ 
other  favour.  Mr.  Bruce  represented  the  inconveni- 
ericies  and  pppressions  to  which  tfie  E^gU^li  tr^di^ 
wd^  £»ubj«cted  at  Jidda ;  and  wi$l^ed  MahdMt^l  to 
>  mit  them  to  resort  to  Suesg  itl^  their  mart.  He  rjeadil|f 
obtained  a  firman  to  th^t  jplirp0se ;  and  tbpii  peff^mied 
a  very  signal  service. 

After  some  st^y  at  Cairo,  he  proceeded  tft  Ales^n- 
dria,  where  he  arrived'  without  any  thing  material 
occurrinj^.  He  here  embarked  for  France;  and, 
after  a  passage  of  nBoiit  ihHB  weeks,  ditrittgi^i^ 
he  enfcountered  a  violent  storm  ofFDerna,  where  he 
was  op^^  be  at  length  arrived  in  safety 
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